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Planting Fields Foundation 9.

@» Continental Cassapanca

A mid-late 17" Century carved oak cassapanca, possibly French

or Flemish, having a straight-edged top with two planked lift

lids, each with staple or snipe hinges, raised structure at each

end, incorporating arm rest and small lift-lid storage compartment
possibly for candles, these upper side-structures, with lunette carved
design, continuing to side stiles, the stiles centered by a five-paneled
front, each panel with carved peasant figures, four panels with single
male or female peasant, the central panel with man and woman holding
hands, centered by tree, possibly representing the Tree of Life or the
Family Tree, (this probably being a dowry chest), the front further
trimmed with lunette carved upper and lower molding, the sides and
back also paneled, however with no carved decoration.

37” h. (overall) x 70” x 22 1” 35,000

20. Pair William & Mary “Great” Chairs

A pair of late 17" Century William & Mary upholstered “great”
chairs, having an arched upholstered back, with deeply curved
and boldly carved arm rests, ending in bold, carved, curved
knobby hand rests, supported on ring-turned and tapered trumpet-
shaped stiles, over-upholstered seat, set on four block-and-turned
legs, front ring-turned stretcher, and bold, turned, “H”-stretchered
base, (restorations, painted surface refreshed).

45” h. Two 18,000

Provenance: Estate of Robert Douglas Coe,
(son of William R. Coe).

21. Pair Club Chairs

A pair of Gregory style club chairs, ¢.1900, supplied to Mr. Coe
by Charles of London, recently reupholstered in gold and pumpkin
color cut-velvet fabric.

38” h. Two 17,500

Provenance: William R. Coe, (supplied by Charles of London); -
Michael Douglas Coe., (grandson of Wm. R. Coe).

ANNA BADAMI = Certified Member, Appraisers Association of America
Irairal of Household Furnishings and Fine Arts for Insurance and Estates
West Neck Road Lloyd Harbor, NY 11743 Tel: (631) 271-7018



RICHARD O. REISEM

560 MOUNT HOPE AVENUE
ROCHESTER. NEW YORK 14620 2235
585.271.7127
ROREISEM@FRONTIERNET.NET
AP A
Ellen Cone Busch
Coe Hall (Collections)
P.O. Box 58

Oyster Bay, New York 11771
Dear Ellen Busch,

In response to our telephone conversation concerning the Gothic chest that stands in the
Gallery at Coe Hall, I am enclosing photographs of a similar chest that I own. As you can
see, my Gothic chest has carved images of what appear to be bishops or saints (there are
nine of them) and may suggest that this is an ecclesiastical piece. The rest of the
decorative carving is organic and pethaps you can help in identifying its symbolism. At each
end of the chest, there are raised sides with corner finials and unusual small storage spaces
with wood-hinged covers. My chest is oak and has two hinged covers on the bench-like
surface, allowing access to the space below. No nails or metal pieces were used in the
construction of this chest, and all of the wood joints are doweled or similarly joined.

I'am led to believe that this chest was purchased by a prominent Rochesterian in the mid-
1800s in Normandy, France. The last surviving member of that family made a bequest
(including this chest) to the local chapter of the Boy Scouts of America, who sold the chest
to me in 1968. It was purportedly an antique when it was purchased in France. I have
heard from antique specialists that these hand-carved oak chests were produced over an
extended period of time, perhaps several centuries.

It would be helpful to me if you could add any information about the age, use, and purpose
of chests of this type. I appreciate your information about the similar chest that is part of
the Coe Hall collection.

You need not return the enclosed photos.

Sincerely,

liktad Kzis e,

Richard Reisem

Enc.
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