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PRAISED BE THE 
" 

INCARNATE WORD! 

R~>VEREXD M o THER AND HoNOR ED SisTERS: 

You have learnecj by our let ters ot the roth inst. 
the great loss which we have sustained in the per· 
so:1 of our Venerable and be loved Mother, Mary 
Angelica, of the Incarnation, born Rosalie Hiver, 
whom God h ad chosen to establish our holy order 
at Lyons, and whom He has recalled to Himself 
after -fifty- six years in re ligion, and when she was 
just entering the eig h tieth year of her life. 

You knew a nd appreciated, we are sure, R ever­
end mother and honored Sisters, her qu a lities and 
her eminent virtues. Hence, we do not doubt that 
you sh a re in our great sorrow, as expressed to us by 
m any of pur dear communities, and that our g rief 
is felt by all our h oly order, of which our Reverend 
Mother was one of the firmest pillars. ·Still we shall 
n ot omit, R everend Mother and honored Sisters, 



to treat with you of the life and virtues of o ur dear 
and lamented Mother, first, because so the rule ·n­
joins, and sec•)ndly, for the sake of th e con soi:~Li n 
so sweet to ai-H icted hearts, of speaking of those 
whom they m o urn, to those who have known and 
loved them. 

Our good and holy Mother was born on the 4th 
day of November, r8o2, at Belmont, 1,Loire) , of one 
of those patriarchal families in whi ch the h eritage 
of faith is held and transmitted as their greatest 
treasure. Thus, during the worst of those days of 

terror which had just passed away, the father of our 
venerable Mother had sacrificed one_of his estates 
to succor the persecuted priests, and very often the 
hospitable roof of the Hiver family had C<Jncealecl 
from the revolutionary spies those generous con­
fessors of the faith. 

At the birth of our Mother, that child of bene ­
diction, as the persons who had been se lected £or 
her sponsors dwelt at a great distance, there was a 
delay in their arrival. The pious parents, not will­
ing to deprive their child any longer of the grace 
of baptism, on the 6th of November caused it to be 
presented at the sacred font by two of their ser­
vants, Jeannot and Claudine. These good people, 
proud and happy at be ing so chosen, not ve nturing 
to give their own names to the daughter of the il· 
master, begged the Parish Priest to choose the 
p1·ettiC'<t nan1 e he knew. "I know non e pre ttie1· 
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than Rosalie' ," said the worthy man, and by that 

name she was bapti sed. 
T·hus, by a singular coincidence, the baptism of 

tlw future restorer of the Convent of Lyons was 
assimilated to that of our foundress, Jeanne de 
Mate!, who, two centuries b efore, on the 6th of 
November, 1596, was held at the baptismal font by 
two poor children, of whom her pare nts afterwards 

too-k the charge . 
The Incarnate Word was pleased to m ark in 

many ways the choice which He had made ~f this 
favored child, to work out, in her and by her, great 
things. It was quickly seen that H e had endowed 
her with rich gifts of nature. Her spirit was quick 
and penetrating; her tender judgement already 
true and sure; her memory happy; her heart gene­
rous and feeling; and her soul naturally inclined 
to piety . As soon as she could talk she loved to 
repeat that she would be a religious, which custom 
once gained her a lesson that served to correct the 

sallies of her quick temper. 
One clay, while yet very young, she became so 

angry that he r hair seemed ready to stand on encl. 
· H er eldest brother then said: You "want to be 

a religious ! a pretty religious ! " 
She seemed frightened at these words, and neve r 

again let herself be overcome by her temper .. 
vVhen she was seven or eight years old, a smgu~ 

Iarthing happened to her: One summer day after 
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a violent storm, the family were engaged in secur­
ing the scattered grain, whe n Rosalie, who was 
amusing h erself by dancing upon the cocks, h eard 
overhead a terrible noise like a clap of thunde r, 
from whic;h sounded a voice saying twice : "Rosalie, 
Rosalie." H er brot'l'lers, who also heard it, said to 
her: "It is the devil who cails you." At these 
words she became as pale as death, anct the impres­
sion on h er was so great that she always feared lest 
the devil should appear to · her. It was only many 
years after tha t God freed her f rom this secret 
dread, wh 'en, one day working in great reco llec­
tio n of mind, she heard a n interior voice which 
said distinct ly: " It was not the demon , but the 
Blessed Virgin, who spoke to you in t he cloud." 

From her tenderest infancy, our good Mother 
had a great horror of sin, and an exceeding fear of 
hell . When listening to sermon s upon the great 
truths of faith sh e was so much frightened that "he 
would close he r ears . She did not see how one 
could ·live with the certainty of a he ll, so that she 
tried to persuade herself that there was none. One 
day, when the good priest of Aiclotte asked h er 
what she thought of a sermon which he had just 
been p reaching on Hell. "l t h ink," she quickly 
said, "that if you really believe wh a t you say", you 
would b e better than you are. " And the good 
man humbly answered: "You are right my child." 

At the age of ten years, Rosalie attended the 

Catechism class of the parish to prepare herself for 
he r first communion; already he r know lege of the 
truths of faith was so great that the Parish Priest 
and his Curate, struck by the precision and solidity 
of her answers, calle d h e r "the little doctor in I s­
rael," and foreseeing God's desig ns upon he r, said 
to her parents: "take great care of this child, for 
one day she will be something g reat. " 

When our good Mother h ad received her Lord in 
Hol y Communion, she felt he rself drawn to Him 
in a more intima te way. She often experienced 
movem e nts of g race and spiritua l emotions which 
she could not define; and she heard inte rior words 
which she did not underst and, but the meaning of 

• which was made known to her lateL Thus, having 
had g iven to h e r a nice little clog, named afte r its 
mistress, Rosette, she fe lt a n indefinable impressiot~ 
on seeing it fo llow the flock of sheep, preventing 
the lambs from wandering off, posting itself as a 
sen tinel at such places as might have a llowed the m 
to escape, and no t going out itself until the last 
had passed. And the n one day she heard the words: 
' 'thou sha lt do as Rosette does, " words which 'vere 
well verified . 

W e should n ever have done, Reverend Mother 
and honored Sisters, if we were to re late a ll that 
our h eart recalls of pious a nd precious memories 
of those first years, in which God was preparing 
by His graces o ur excellent Mother for the mission 
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to which He had destined her. But we must restrain 
ourselves. 

Our worthv Mother was twenty-three years 
old when she !~ft the house of her brother to con­
secrate herself to God in. a religious life. When 
she made known her resolution to her venerable 
father, the strong Christian answered, "My daughter, 
I sacrificed one of my estates to succor the priests, 
I shall think myself fully recompensed if God gives 
a religious vocation to one of my children. 

This worthy father,himself, went to Lyons to ask 
that his daughter might he received amongst the 
religious who served the hospital of Antiquaille, 
the institution he had chosen for her. 

It was on the zgth of June, 1825, that Miss Rosa-
lie Hiver entered as a Postulant the hospital of 
Antiquaille. She brought t~ the service of God a 
simple and fervent heart, a good and perfect will. 4 
It was the custom in that worthy community that 
the postula nts should confess to the third Chap­
lain . The worthy priest who held this office, had 
lately died, and the new postulant was so resigned 
to everything that should be ordained for her, that 
for a long time, she did not go to confession be­
cause she never thought of asking permission. The 
first Chaplain having noticed this neglect, said to 
her: "I will give you for confessor, a "young saint," 
and he directed her to the Rev. Mr. Saltier, who 
filled the office of Vicar to the Parish of St. Just at 
Lyons. 

At her entrance, Miss Hiver was assigned to an 
employment which was the )ot of the newest pos­
tulant, that of cleaning the linen which had been 
used for bandages. The first time that she was so 
occupied, her stomach turned in disgust; then she 
heard an interior voice which said: "Do as though 
yom· fingers were made of wood." At once her 
repugnance disappeared, she experienced no more 
difficulty in engaging in the most repulsive occupa­
tion, and she gave herself up with extraordinary / 
fervor and generosity to a life of devotion and 
abnegation. 

The R<!verend Chaplains of the Hospital recogni­
zlngthe exceptional merit of the young Sister,made 
her pass quickly through the several offices of the 
institution. One day they put her amongst the 
novices. An old Sister ventured to represent to 
them that if they had placed Sister Hivet· among 
them to' punish her, she did not deserve it; but 
that if it was to watch over them, she was very 
young for such a task. She received fo r answer 
"Samuel was very young when· he was made to 
reprove the High Priest, Heli." 

Sometime after still more difficult offices were 
confided to Sister Hiver .- She was put in charge 
of those outcasts whom Society discards, and 
who were confined in the hospital. The holy 
young religious displayed all the resources of her 
zeal and charity, and with wonderful results. Sev-



•10-

era! of these public sinne rs were converted by her, 
and afterwards expired in the odor of sanctity. 
These unfortunate creatures w.:re so com·inced of 
the worth and the affection of their directress that 
th ey had no other name for her than 'our good 
Mothe r,' and he r p resence alone was sufficient to 
que ll all di sorder. Om worthy Mother received 
so s ingular a protection from God in this dange r­
ous employment, that she afterwards acknowledged 
that this close connection with these corrupted hearts 
had never otused her even an impure thought. On 
the contrary, God had given h er an abundance of 
ever in creasing grace, of which sh e kne;v not 
the f ull value . \Vhenever she could find time from 
h er work to go a n d .visit the B . Sacrame nt, she 
would be so united to God as a lmost to lose her 
senses, and would often r eceive lights, the extent 
of which she could n ot estimate; then returning 
to her employments , sh e would easily continue in 
deep recollection, which, so fa r f rom preventing 
action,greatly fu r thered it. It never occurred to our 
dear Mother th at she should g ive a n account of 
such things. Although the Chaplains of the Hos­
pital did not suspect that the young sister was fa ­
vored by such graces, yet, fearing for her the dan­
gers of he r sit uation t hey told h er to seek direction 
from h er Confessor. She was utte rly ignorant of 

what was meant by such an injunction, but s h e 
complied in all simplicity, and when her confessor 
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had put he r in the way of it, she wi th t he frankn es> 
of a ch ild, for three hours togethe r, manifested to 
h im the graces with which he r Master had fav ored 
her. . mong other graces, God gave H is faithful 
' e rvant g reat ligh ts concerning th e religious life. 
She u nderstood at last that she did not enjoy full 
advantages in th e respectable asylum which she had 
cho&e n. S he spoke o f it to he r con fessor, who 
could not but approve her reaso ns . 

The R ev. Abbe G a lticr, '·ho desired to restore in 
Lyons the order of the In carnate Word, thought 
that S ister !-fiver might serve as its corner-stone ; 
he dete rmined to m ake known to her his project, 
a nd to look upon bet· answet as a sign g ive n to him of 
God's will. On bea ring h is proposition, o ur good 
Mother was so f r ightened that she cou ld only a nswer 
with h er usual vivacity: "Ah, my fathe r, I am not so 
crazy ." "That is s ufficient," cal mly replied Father 
Galtier, dismissing h is penite nt. 

Scarcely had she left the confessional than our dear 
Mother was seized with remorse and g reat fear; it 
>eemed to he1· a s thoug h the earth was a bout to 
o pen a nd swallow her. lt was impossible for her 
to go to h e r communion, he r soul was so t roubled, 
until she had asked pardon of he1· confessorfor this 
opposition to h is will, and ha d _assured him that~he 
was ready to do el erything that he b elieved God 
asked of her. It was ag reed that she should go a nd 
take the re lig io ns habit at Azerable. 
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The Abbe Galtier informed Rev. M. Cholleton, 
Vicar General of Lyons, of his design. After hav­
ing heard him, the Vicar General said: "My friend 
yo u will fail; I have filled two quires of paper on 
th i~ affair, and nothing came of it." Then R ev. 
Galtier told him of the plan of going to Azerable 
to take the religious habit. "That," said M. Chol­
!eton, "has neyer been tried-try it." 

It was several years since the or,der of the Incar­
nate 'Vord had been restored in France by Rev. 
M. Denis, a priest of eminent sanctity, who receiv­
ed from God graces so extraordinarv and so nume r­
o us that he could not always conc~al them ur.de r 
the veil of his humility; for instance, he was often 
seen lifte d up from the ground in his ecstacies. 
This venerable priest having been forced into exile 
by the fury of the revolution, had take n refuge at 
Ravenna, where ha d been also driven our good 
Mother of the Holy Ghost, born at Chi nard, a 'pro-­
fe>Sed Sister of the Incarnate Word. This worth)• 
re ligious confided the direction of her so ul to 
Rev. M. D e nis. Like a true daughter of the Incar­
nate 'Vord, she ardently loved h e r Holy Order, a~d 
often entertained her direc tor in conversations 
which taught him to know it . 

On retuming to France M. D'enis was made Par­
ish Priest of Azerable in' the Diocese of Limoges. 
U nder his holy direction several so uls found a de­
sire arising within them to consecrate themselves 

lllo re perfectly to God, and joined them,ekes to­
g e ther to follow a life of prayer and good works. 
M. D en is framed for them certain i·ules of life, and 
gan~ them the name of Rel igion~ of the Incarnate 

Word. 
At the first news of thi>' establishment, our good 

Mothe r of the Holy Ghost hurried there, hoping to 
tind he r belm·ed life in religion, but great was her 
disappointmen t when she marked the features of 
this ne"· community. Still, encouraged by M .Denis, 
.she set herself bravely to work to transform this 
house of piety into a true cotwentof the I ncarnate 

·word. 
Mother Saint Paul Duchamp, professed of Lyons, 

and Mother Mary Angelica, of Quiquerand , pro­
·fessed of Avignon, had come to aid h er in this task . 

. Si;te r Hh·er arrived at Azerable t he 29th of June, 
1832, furn ished with letters of recommendation· 
armed with the seal of Right Re\·. de Pins, admin­
istrator of the Diocese of L yons, who was a con­
'jtant and benefi cient protector of t he growing 

order. 
From th e first, l''athe r Denis recognized to what 

perfection God called the new postulant, and so he 
made it his duty to excuse h er in diffe rent ways,_ 
which served more and more to call forth the 
graces and virtues of this privileged soul. The 
community unanimously admitted her to the in­
vestiture of the relig iou' hahit, which ceremony 
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was pe rformed on the 2nd of Octobe r, 1832, a nd 
our ve ne rab le Mo the r t hen ch anged he r nam e to 
that of Sister Mary Angelica of the I nca rnation. 

Som e weeks la te r o ur good Mother left h er d ear 
con \'en t o f A ze rab!c, where she had ha d t he happi­

ness of receiving the li ve ry of the I n ca rnate \Vor d , 
a nd o n the 29th of November entere d L yon s witll 
one professed re lig ious, a nd a p ostu la n t who had 
fo llowed he r. . 

Our v~nerable f." athe r G allie r had effected at his 
own e xpense the p urchase of a p ro pe r ty, of w h ich 
however he co uld not obtain immediate possession. 
F rom the time of the ir arrival to the 4lh of May of 
the fo 'lowing year, t he li ttle colo ny was lodged in 
som e o ld a par tm e n ts adjoining the C ha pe l of Four­
viere, being hosp itab ly e n tertained by Miss J aricot, 
t he n t he sou l of all good works at L yons, a nd whose 
na m e h as re mained in co.nn ectio n with the founda­
tion of the Propagation of the F a ith, a nd w ith the 
living Rosary . 

On the 4t h of May , 1833, our wort hy M oth er a nd 
her first 'four co mpa nions too k possessio n of th e 
b lessed mansion w h ich we h ave t he h a ppi ness to 
inhabit, and where the I ncarnate Word loves to 
sh ed g race' on t he F a m ily which belo ngs to H im . 
All fi ve of the m worked zea lo usly to a cco m modat e 
the ir new habitation to the req uirements of a re­
ligious community, a nd on \ Vhit-Monda_v, 27th of 
May, M. Cholleton, t he V icar Genera l, t h eir S upc-
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ri o r, was e nab le d t o con:e and bless the Chape l, 
say mass, a nd establish the inclosure ;- o ur beloved 

Convent was founded; 
O, vene rab le Mothe r, pe rm it us to th ank you fo r 

all t he ha p p inessi all th e g races , wh ich we o we to 
vour co rresponde nce with the Divine \V i ii. \Ve 
i1ave ofte n clone so w ith a ll t he st re ngth of o u r 
hea r ts . But f rom your seat in H eaven you can 
be t ter judge of t he g reatness a n d sfnce rity of o ur 
g-ra titude . A llow us, the n, to offer you its a rde n t 
Iwmage, and deign to thank fo r us the Ve nerable 
co- o pera tor in yo ur work, wh ose modest_,. would 
not suffe r he re th e t e>timo ny of our fi lia l devotion . 

S ix m o n ths afte r, o ur clear M othe r having fi n­
ishe d he r noviceship , m ade he r sole m n p rofessio t1 
o n t he 15th of O ctobe r , r833, a nd, two yea rs 
late r , began her long and b les;;ed superiorship, in 
\\'hich she passe d the rest of he r :ife , to the g reat 
"OOd of o ur sou ls . The Right R ev . Bishop B la n c, 
~f New Orleans, presided ove r her e lectio n, as­
sisted by 1\LCho llcton a nd o ur ve nerable Fathe r . 

So soon a s she was can on ica lly invested with 
he r cha rg e , o ur worthy M othe r hastened to put in 
fo rce a ll the prescr iptio ns of t he ru le wh ich could 
not be observed in the beg inning ; she insp ired n ew 
fe rvo r into the Commun ity , and as our co nst itutio ns 
allo w us to rece ive pupi ls, sh e adm it te d in to the 
how;e little P rotestants, to instruct the m in the 

fai t h. 
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Th e Incarnate ' Vord seemed to look with favor 
upon the zealous fen·or of the ri sing Community, 
and sent to it excellent s ubje.cts. Our good Mother 
had the consolation to admit to her profession the 
siste r of our worthy Father, .\J iss Catherine Gal tier, 
ou r dear and venerated Sister .\·i ary Theresa of the 
Sacred H ear ts, who, after having contributed by 
her means to th e establishment of the Community, 
served and edifie d it for many long years in the 
office of A ss istant . 

But prosperity is not the surest mark of the Di­
vine Bl ess ing; nothing is solid which is not founded 
on the Cross . It was not spared to our worthy 
Mothe r. God sent h er great interior sufferings, 
and whil st he r soul was plunged in bitterness He 
permitted he r Mother's heart to be rent by the 
death of many of he r children . In on e year alone 
she lost seven . A foundation had to be made in 
Hea,·en. 

Under the weight of this heavy cross, our worthy 
Mothe r and her daughters inc,·eased the ir fervor and 
their prayers, and made a vow for one year to add 
to their thanksgiving at suppe r one Ave Maria, one 
A,·e Jose ph and fi ve Gloria Patri, r ecite d with ex­
te nded arms, in honor of the Holy Family. By the 
end of the year the Community was increased by 
twelve Choir Protestants, two Lay Si sters and one 
out-door Si ster. 

'Vith thi s prodde ntial re inforceme nt ou r Moth e r 

co uld g h·e in creased scope to the zeal for souls 
wl1ich consumed her. I< or a long time she had de­
s ired to e ndow with a convent of her order Bel­
Jnont, he r native parish, for she sig hed to think hmY 
th e in struction of children was neglected there. 
She thought the t ime had come, and wo rked with 
all he r courage at the new foundat ion. The Cross 
awaited her there, al so. Unworthily deceived by 
the ~~ rchitect of the new conven t, which was to be 
b uil t according to the spirit of pove rty and religious 
s impli city, and which he was erecting on a grand 
plan, our good Mother armed herse lf with all her 
e ne rgy to stop th e construction. A lawsuit follow­
ed, in which the Incarnate ' Vord gave the victory 
to hi s daug hte rs. Our adve rsaries, in their in·ita­
t.ion, published a libel against our com·ent, but God, 
who kn ows how to draw good from ev il, used it to 
mak e our order known to several good subjects, 
who consecrated themselves therein to His holy ser­
,·ice. 

Th e com·ent of Belmont was founded, and hun­
dt·c ds of children learn ed there to know their God, 
but ou r good Mother did not think her task was 
d one. She coveted apart in the work of the Mis­
s io llari cs who preach the faith to infide l nations. 
Man r of he r daughters shared her gene rou s spirit. 
In t8;;2, t'hc se nt a first colony to found the convent 
o f Bron-nS\'ill e, in Texas. If this contented the 
zea l of ou r ,-irt uou s l\1otl1 e r, it rent he r heart, by a 
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sep a ration from the dear daughte rs whom she se nt 
so far, and whom sh e devoted to such hardship,-. 
Her suffering was so g reat that she contracted then 
the germs of that di sease which has finally take n 
her away from us. God could not fail to bless so 
g reat and ge n e rous a sac rifice. Th e convent of 
Brownsville prospe red, an d did an imme nse good , 
and thanks to th e recru its fo rward ed by our good 
.Mother, was able to found a convent at Victoria. 
Some years late r the fou ndation s of Corpus Chri s ti 
and Houston increased the joy of our good Mother 
and gave he r an oppo rtunity of dispensing n e w 
benefits. 

Nearly all of the immense ;\fi ss io n of T exas felt 
t h e happy effects of the zeal of our exce llent Mother 
in the pious ed ucat ion -which her daughters affo rd­
ed to so many children, and yet God asked more of 
her for th e regene ration of that di stant land. Right 
R ev. Dubois, its Apost le and Bi sh op, came to 
France to seek Hospital R e ligiou s \\·ho might take 
charge of th e s ick, and of abandoned children . The 
efforts of the Holy Prelate were not s ucce ssfuL 
Only one Community promised him subj ec ts, and 
eve n these , at n1 e mom e nt of de parture, were re ­
f used him . At this n ews th e heart of the venerable 
Bishop was pierced. H e could not end ure return­
ing to Protestants to whom he had promised that in 
Catholi c countries he wou ld find R e lig iom who 
would embrace exile in order to devote th e m se lves 

'" t l tc· ··:~ rc of lheir sick and their children. A prey 
''' til<' >' <' "' "' thoughts, h e came to our good !\I other 
. 111<1 i> ..:.c:·.c;ed he r to give the Rules of the Third Or­
./, · r <>1 I he 111 ca r11ate \Vord to som e generous soulo 
" 1111 offered to follow hin1 to ~fex:as, and to se r\'e 

tl~c-r.· " s ~; i ste rs of Charity. The h e art of our good 
.\II)1111 ... T co uld not renta in inse n si bl e to a sorrow 
"J,i,·h ,- he was so well fitted to understand. After 
l.:11 inc:- <>htained the consent of the Archbishop of 
1 .. ' (HJ ~, s he rece i, ·ed into her con\·ent the first three 

111 !Il L' ll t..:w Congregation, and ga ,·e then1 the narr1e 

.. 1 Si ,- lcrs of Chari tv of the Incarnate \Vonl, with a 
n·lic:iou>' habi t dc ri1·ed from our ow n . Thi< little 

.~ rai11 of Jnu ..... tard seed has hecotne a tree, and the 
'-: "'"1 r,·alized by it in the two worlds, causes the 
l .oiT or· I h e Incarn ate \Vord to be b'cssed. The 
"'<Te l of this fecun dity of zeal of our venerable 
\J, ,t iJ cr i,- to be fo und in her sanctity . God had 

; ~> , ·;II ] _, . L' nl"iched h e r soul. lie kn ew that ,; he could, 
" itl>olll itllpoY e ri shing h e rse lf, gil·e largely, and lie 
I",., i, J, cd It e r the occ;1sion . The characteristic of our 
"'"·tJ,_,. \lo t lt e r's virtue was her eminent re ligious 
··J•irit 11 lti c lt she infu sed into all who approached 
J,.-, SltL' did not in st ruct by her words alon e, but 
I' -' 1..-r ,·:-atnplc, :tlways ardently seeking painful and 
ltlltllili;~lin.~· exe rci ses, and acts of n1ortification. 
Tl111 :-., llot,,·ith stand ing h e r great age~ she observed 
" I' I<> lll-r last illn ess, all the fasts of the Church 
, ,.J uf II"· rt:le. She held in horror all that savored 
( d ltl \tl ry :tnd worldliness. 
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Her fetTer was always .fresh a nd her piety ardent. 
During fifty years sh e rece ived C om munion daily, 
and her soul always hunget·ed for it. With th e can­
dor of a child she told us , some days before h e r 
death, that she had a lways h ea rd mass de ,·outly a nd 
that she expe rienced a great con so la tion in plung ­
ing her soul into that ocean of Di,·in e Blood .which 
she beheld at the foot of the Cross after th e e le,·a­
ti~n of th e Ghalice. E,·ery morning sh e im·ariably 
made the Way of the Cross at 5 r-4, though this 
exe rcise be not e njoined by the rule , but sh e focmd 
that it prepared the way for praye r , and sh e greatly 
reco mmended the practice. 

Our excellent Mothe r was very exact in e ' ·ery­
thing which can ad,·ancc perfection, and no c ir­
cumstances, no occupation, could interfere· with th e 
weekly chapter, and the monthly dire ction . 

She excelled in the a dvancement of soLJ!s, and in 
prese rving. their fe rvor, and sh e was full of resoun.:es 
and light in ass ist ing the m in their difticulti es a nd 
their interior trials . She was sometime' so inspired 
that a word or :t gesture was suffi cien t to subdue a 
temptation . E specially did sh e understand how to 
unmask and humble se lf- love, ariel to bend se lf­
will, an d the spirit of God so animated her in the>e 
difficult operations, that she could be most ene rgetic 
w ithout alieniating· the hearts of those whqm sh e 
corrected . On the contrary, sh e h ad the gift of en­
larging them, an d atj:ach ing them to herse lf . She 

:-JI-

\\'a> ,o good a nd simple with her daughters, that it 
' as a happ iness for the m to · approach her; and 
no thing wa~ 1nore e asy , for, far fron1 keep ing any­
on · at a di sta nce, she dre w e ,·eryone to h er by h e r 
affe ·t io na te and mothe rl y com·ersat ion . You could 
;.;o to her at all hours and sht: would neve r se em an­
noy ·d. [t did on e good to speak with h e r when on e 
""tt·c r-:d , she ;;ympathi se d so L.tlly. But it was e s­
pec i:illy when speaking with h e r of God and of His 
,_; race,, that o n e f e lt on e ' s heart so ftened and in­
ll :un e cl. l ndeed, th is was often don e purposely, so 
as to be st imnl ated by the sight of h e r fe rvor . 

It was not on ly th e daughte rs of o ur worthy 
i\ lothc r w h o fe lt the effects of h e r ard e nt charity. 
l·: ,·c ry ta le of s uffe ring touch ed h e r h e art and e xci­
i,·d he r ge nerosity , an d sh e had a part in many­
~·ood work ~, an d re lieved n1any tni sfortun es . One 
o f the iast preocc upations of h e r li fe was to procure 
th ,· ' lltn· into the li tt le Seminan·, and the adoption 
i11 a 111a1; n e r by he r Community , of a y oung and ' 
in I ·r ·sting lad, who desired to e mbrace the ecclesi­
ns ti ·a ! li fe , a nd whose parents coulcl not defray the 
.;x p •n" • of hi s st udi es. In asking us to supply his 
J' l(> ll >i ng, sh e sa id: " In ten y ears you will not b e 
I Il l· plio rc r fo r it, and yo u will hm·e g h ·e n a prie ;; t 

Lo Ill · I I o lv C hurch . " 
'I' i ll' h ·a lth• of o ur good l\'Iother, which was ve ry 

d ·l il'nl · a l t h e comme nce m e nt of h e r re lig io us l_ife, 
h ·<·:nil \.' ,q ron~-,rc r in t h e tr ia ls and strugg les to which 
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she was exposed. \V e hoped to ha1·e kept h e r long 
in our midst, when, in the month of March, 1876, 
we almost los t h e r. A severe cold, which sh e h ad 
not tended in time, soon turned into an acute 
bronchistis, that t hreatened in a fe w day;; to take 
her to her gra1·e. All hope seemed lost, and Heaven 
to be deaf to our prayers; the last Sacraments had 
heen administered to our beloved Mother, \vhen, 
having rece ived som e of the re lics of the Holy Mar­
tyrs Abdon and Senner, and some of the miracu­
:ous water that flows from their tomb, we com­
menced a novena in their honor, with re newed 
confidence ot obtaining the cure of our venerable 
invalid. Yrom that time she seemed to grow 
stronger, and at the end of the novena was out of 

danger. The joy of the whole community was great 
indeed, and a solem n thanksgiving was rendered to 
the Holy Martyrs. 

We did not think then that God had restored ou r 
good Mother to us for so short a time, for she had 
regained all her vigor of health. 

In the month of January of the prese nt year ;;he 
became so weak as to alarm us . In the spri1ig she 
seemed to recover a little, and we thought her saved; 
we were not long deceived. It was only in July that 
the doctor could dete rmin e the cause other suffer­
ings, It was a cancer in the bowels, -and its great 
extent made him think that many years had passed 
since the evil began. In fact, ever since the date of 

1l1 c' firol fo und ation in Texas , wheneve r our good 
~ l uth e r ex per ie nced som e great e motion, she felt a 
J>: lin so quick a nd great that sh e would faint away; 
11111 lli cse accid e n ts ge n erally seemed to have no 
t •( III :O:t..' l\ll l: ll ...:C~ . 

( l11 the 11 t h of Se pte mber, the feas t of our ven­
,. ~ · :~hk · o undrcss, our good Moth e rfe ltveryunwell. 
J .. ,,. se1·e ra l days past he r hands and feet had been 
111111'11 swollen, and the doctor warned us that our 
~on d ~ I ot he r had probably few days to li ve, as the 
d ioc asc had beg un to spread to the chest. 

Yo ur filial h ea rts can form an id ea of the extreme 
··ri t·f \\·llicll p os~~:-:ed our 1·e lig ious fa1nily at the an ­

"" '""'l! lll e llt. o f su ch sad n ews . The Community,· 
j11 ol lil e ll e 11 tc rill g into retreat, could scarcely quit 
111 ,· beds id e of o ur good Mothe r. The last co nso!a·­
li u n ~ of re lig io n \\-e !·e given to her in the presence 
td' he r weep ing daug hte rs. 

O ur wo rlh1· Mother was so ge nerally esteemed 
tl1a I "I I li e 11 cws of h e r danger th e re came to us from 
,., ,. ,.-" ' id e t il e m ost precious expression s of sympa-
11' ." · o,,. Em in en t a nd Ven e rab le A rchbi shop, 
II" ·" :d"'l' lll fnm1 hi s diocese, sent h e r his paternal 
" '' " '· di• ·t io11 i11 a te legra m wh ich we still prese rve, 
1111 .! " t' .·w I1 0t 11·s afte r hi s return to Lyons, this be­
l•" ,· d I •,·,· l:il c d c ig 11 cd to come in person to bless and 
'" " ''"I•· II <' I ' , Twi ce afte rwards did his Eminence 
I " ' ~ · · tlw '""~'IIi ng goodn ess to come himse lf and in­
'1""' ' 1 .. ,. til· \'C II Crated invalid. 
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0ur worthy and devoted Father Superior, in this 
sorrowful time, exhibited a father ly syn:pathy that 
could not be surpassed. Almost every day he 
snatched some moments from his numerous occu­
pations to visit our good Mother. 

But. it was our Lord Himself, re ve rend Mother 
and honored Siste rs, \Vho h,ad compa&s ion on us . 
After having had us warned of the approaching 
separation, H e left our Moth er to us for a whole 
month, without any one being able to explain he r 
continuing to live. He seemed to wish to give us 
time to make our sacrifice. During these days we 
appreciated more and more the fervor a nd sanctitv 
of our venerable Mother. Her h eart, infl amed witl1 
God, exhaled incessantly ardent aspiratior.s. Often , 
amongst other things, she would say: "vVhat is 
there for me to wish for in the He avens or on the 
earth but Thee, 0, my God? Jesus is my li fe, and 
death is my gain'!" The grace of the daily Com­
munion was continued for her until her death, and 
nothing could be more edifying than the fe rvor 
with which she made h e r preparation and her 
thanksgiving. 

Our exce llent Mother preserved · to the very last 
the full use of her faculties. She in sisted that the 
door of her room should rema in open, that all her ­
daughte rs might be able to see her; she recogn ised 
them a ll , and from time to time, wo uld address them 
words full of tact and sweetness. 

- 2S-

,, ,. ,. pa l i ' 11 Cc w:" adm ira ble. She comp la ined so 
llllk !hal o 11u \\'Uuld h :l\·e thought that she did not 
"" i'i' L· r, '"' cl yet she was so swollen that she could 

"'' I' """' · I he slig htes t move me nt . 
l ~ n rl y in t he morning of Saturday, the 8th of Oc­

lo h .,., sh · >-ll lfercd so from suffocatio n that it seem-
11 11 11 II ·r las: ho ur had com e . 

Tl1 · all li c ted Community gathered around her, 
ll' idl sl o 11r respecte d Father read once more the 
1"'".'' •rs fo r a departing so ul; but that crisis a lso 
i'""' ·d , and she co uld rece ive once more the Hoi v 
l'<l lllllll llli u n . Our Fath e r having called at tw"o 
,', ·lock , shc .a skccl him to be the re AT s rx o'CLOCK. 
To wards th ree o 'c lock, our Reve rend l• ather Su­
IH: rior vis ited he r again , and she recogn ise d hitn . 
,,.,.r '< 'liy. i\ t ha lf-past fo ur o'ciock she was at the 
11 n rs l. 'I' he Comm unity was assembled around the 
ho •d o f Ill ·ir be loved Mothe r. The supre me moment 
l1 11 d <"Olli e. O ur worthy Father, be ing warned, 
<''"" '' lo pray with the dy ing Saint; who prayed, she 
I" " • will:" ' · At half-past five her eyes closed, her 
lip >< hc rlll ll c .; till, and her b1·eathing was weaker,_ 

11 11d lllll'llrd ' ~ i x o' clock; three long sighs escaped 
'" ' '' : Ill '." WL!re t he las t! W e h ad lostolir .\ .other· 

\V l: , t::tll no t a ttempt, Reverend Moth er and 
IHIIII II 'l•; I :-)i , te r' to describe our g rie f. Your filial 
' " ''" '' " will 1111d c rstand bette r than we could explain 
I I , 011r t ·n r' 1l o " ·ed, si lent and copious, by the 
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venerated re m a in s of our be loved Mothe r , f l'ttm 
which we cou ld not Se para te ourseh·es by day or 
n_ig ht. · rl'h t re \vas snch .a peaceful ) srniling expres ­
S IOn on h e r co unte na nce , that one co uld scarcely 
b e li eve her dead. Our hoi_,. Archbi shop, who ca'm·e 

twice to pray by he r re main s, said , as he engaged 
upon th e m: "How truly i" it the s leep of the just. 
\V e had h o pe d tu hm·e kep t thi s prescious d epo sit 
in the in te rior of our cloi ster, whe re res t alread y 
two of of our siste rs, but this fa,·o r was cru e ll y re-­
fused to us , \Ve had to res ig n ourse lves to ] ~s in g 
th e remains of our onl y I\Toth e r. 

The funera l took pl~cc upo n th e t rth of October, 
a s we h ave already announcc·d to you in our ]e tten; . 
Our good ·Fath e r S upe rior was so kind as to reserve 
to him se lf the celebration of the M a", a n d th e p e r­
tonnance •>f th e funeral f un cti:) nS. T h e Most ::;. e,· ­
e rend Archbishop of So:,op.:> lis g ave the abso lu t ion, 
and a nun1 e rou s pro cess ion of Pri es ts, H .. e ligi on ~, 
and d evnut so ul s accompani ed our good Mother to 
the ccrn ete ry of _Loyasse, where her bodv was de ­
posited in a tomb belonging to t h e tamilv of 
Galtie r. - ~ 

And n ow Reve re nd Mothe r and honored Sis te r:•, 
n eed we say that our Lord, who has pre sse d this 
cross so heavily upon us, has a lso caused us to taste 
its di vine f ruits. The Moth e r· wh o m we ~ce no 

longer, hear no 1nore, is ~ e n :-; i b l y an 1ong:-; t u;-:;. st ill. 

lin -' l'iril appears to h over above and arouncl us! 
I Iii, l~n· c-rc-nd ~I othe r and very dear Sisters beg and 
1•rar tilL· lncamatc 'vVord to make us wnrthy of th e 
pr .. t•·ct io11 whi c h lie allows our good Mother, to 
,· ~ lt'lld lo us , so th:tt it tnay be continued still. 

11.- a -" '"·,·d, Rev e rend Mother and honored Sis­
l•·rs , lh:~t <n' arc 11111 Ch touched by the ev id ence yo u 
l1 a' t.: .:..:in .. ' ! I tt s of vour affe ctionate compassion in 
1111· 1"."''-" I rial thro11~h which \\·e have passed, and 

lw pi··" '''" lo acce pt the assura nce of our sisterly 
·""I lll':ll·i kit .~ratitudc , the homage of our re ligious 
r•· ' l"''·t, " ·ith which \l:L' arc , Reve rend Mother and 
IHI!lor~·d Sish·rs, you r hutnhle sisters and se rvants 
j II .J t' S II :--1, 

Jii, · HdJ.f.:tons ·~/tit,· lnnr rnat e Word a t L_yons. 

l•' rolll our Coll\·cnt of the In carnate \Vord of the 

\lost lloly Sacrame nt at Lyons. 
( >t·loher 1St.h, tSS I. 
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