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Sister Blandine Murphy
19716 - .2002

By Sister Alice Holden, CCVI

Sister Blandine Murphy died at 86, on December 18,
2002, after sustaining a broken hip. 1 will miss my friend.
At the same time, | know she is right here urging me to
be my best self and to speak my truth with love. She
was like that.

Born in County Westmeath, Ireland on March 3, 1918,
Sister was baptized Elizabeth on the following day. At
eighteen, Elizabeth left her parents and seven siblings
to join the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. Why
did she enter our congregation? "Of all the different reli-
gious orders that came 1o our school that year (1833) |
liked Mother Mary John and Sister Florence. The way
they spoke and presented the Texas needs was a chal-
lenge that hit me.”

Sister Blandine look up the challenge and spenl her life
in service to others. Not interested in education, she
held the position of Sacristan in a variety of places and
cared for orphans and children in need. In 1970 she took
her GED test and then attended Tarrant County Junior
College, where she excelled in classes on Child Care.
She had a vast amount of common sense and a sense of
humor that enabled her to accept others and herself as
is. She worked at St. Peter's and St. Joseph's Home in
San Antonio, at

St. Joseph's Girls’ Home in Dallas, and at St. Margaret's
Children’'s Home in El Paso.

Now adults, the children Sister Blandine cared for still
conlact, visit, and call on her for support. Said one, "Sis-

ter was always there for us, a loving constant in our lives,
She had a great sense of humor. She would do any-
thing for us. in her own quiet way, Sister made life bet-
ter for us. She was humble and could laugh.”

Another wrote, "Because of a crime | commited at age
8, | was placed at St. Peter's-5t. Joseph's Orphanage. |
was taken from an unprotected environment (o a loving
and caring one. It was there for the first time that | met
the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. Sister
Blandine was supervisor for the girls. [ learned proper
grooming, care of my clothes and healthy eating habits.
. When it was time to leave the Orphanage, | cried so
much. | did not want to leave. Sister’s calm voice as-
sured me that | would survive. With my suitcase under
my arm and the values of life in my heart, | went off to
see the world.”

In 1978-79, Sister Blandine fook a sabbatical to prepare
for her next ministry of "listening to the eiderly poor” in
El Paso, TX. She started a ministry to the elderly at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. Soon she was part of an
ombudsman team for the elderly in the city.

Sister Blandine retired in 19865 to Incarnate Word Re-
tirement Community from which she continued to serve
as volunteer at “ReBarn”, now known as The Center for
Spirituality and the Arts. From its newsletter, January,
2003, we read of Sr. Blandine’s influence as observed
by the Center’s Director, Diana Roberts.

it is with great sadness that we announce the passing of
Sr. Blandine Murphy, who many of you-may remember
from her years of service, support and presence at the
Center. | once described her as out “spiritual grand-
mother”, because she had such a loving, unassuming
presence and because she taught the unconditional iove
and acceplance so precious and fundamental to our faith,
always purely through example. Spending most of her
years working with orphans and problem youth, Sr.
Blandine wasn't the assertive, proactive type. She was
the one who was just there for anyone who needed her,
warmly welcoming their needs and vulnerabilities, usu-
ally with humor and a twinkle in her soft eyes. She taught
many of us to be kinder more loving and peaceful people
because to be anything other than that in her presence
seemed so out of place and inappropriate. Sr. Blandine’s
sense of humor often caught one a little off guard, sim-
ply hecause there was always a strange poetic, often
subversive lruth that took a few seconds to become clear.
As one of the other Sisters remarked, Sr. Blandine never
complained about anything. Yet she was also very
thoughtful about the world around her, and certainly held
her opinions about things. She just had a simple, hu-
morous, forgiving and sideways way of making her cri-
tique -which was always well intentioned, and rever

mean spirited in any way. continued on page 4
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Por Sor Alice MHolden, CCV!I

Sor Blandine Murphy se murié el 18 de diciembre de
2002 a la edad de 86 afos debido a que se cayd y se
quebro el hueso de la cadera. Extrafio mucho a mi amiga,
pero al mismo tiempo sé que esta aqui urgiéndome para
ser lo mejor que puedo ser y para que siempre diga la
verdad con amor.

Nacio en County Westmeath, Ifanda el 3 de marzo de
1916 y al dia siguiente la bautizaron con ef nombre de
Elizabeth. A la edad de 18 afios, Elizabeth dej6 a sus
padres y sus siete hermanos para ingresar en la
Congregacion de las Hermanas de Caridad del Verbo
Encarnado. ;Por qué tomo esta decision? “De todas
las diferentes ordenes religiosas que vinieron a mi
escuela ese ano (1933) me cayeron bien la Madre Mary
John y Sor Florence, y me impresiono la forma como se
expresaron al presentar las necesidades de Texas al
grado que senti el desafio para venirme,” me platicé S.
Blandine.

Enfrento dicho reto y pasé el resto de su vida al servicio
de los demas. No teniendo interés en el ministerio de
educacion, ella trabajoé como sacristana en diferentes
lugares y cuido de lasfos huérfanitasfos y nifias/os con
necesidades. En 1970 tomo el examen GED para recibir
el diploma de bachillerato y asislié al Colegio "Tarrant
County Junior College,” donde se destaco en las clases
del Cuidado de Nifios. Ella poseia un enorme sentido
comun y también un gran sentido del humor mismos que
siempre le permitieron aceptarse y aceptar a los demas.
Trabajo en la Casa St. Peter’s y St. Joseph's en San
Antonio, Texas, en la Casa Para Nifias St. Josephs en
Dallas, Texas y en la Casa de Nifos/as St. Margaret's en
El Paso, Texas.

Nifias(os) que estuvieron a su cargo son hoy adultos{as)
y mantuvieron contacto con S. Blandine, la visitaban v
la llamaban pidiéndole su apoyo. Uno de ellos dijo, “Ella
siempre estaba ahi para nosotros, siendo un amor
constante en nuestras vidas. Tenia muy buen sentido
del humor. Hacia cualquier cosa por nosotros. En una
forma callada, ella nos hacia la vida mas llevadera. Era
una persona humilde y sabia reir.”

Otra de sus alumnas escribio, “por un crimen gue cometi
a la edad de 8 anos, me pusieron en el Orfanatorio St.
Peter's-St. Josephs. Fue asi que de un ambiente sin
proteccion, me trasladaron a olro lleno de cuidados y
amor. Fue alli donde conoci a las Hermanas de la
Caridad del Verbo Encarnado. S. Blandine era la
supervisora de las nifias, Aprendi a cuidar de miropay

a tener buenos habitos para comer... Cuando llegé el
momento de dejar el Orfanatorio, ftoré mucho. No queria
irme. Lavoz suave de S. Blandine aseguré que yo iba
a sobrevivir. Con una maleta debajo del brazo y los
valores que pusieron en mi corazén sali a ver mundo.”

En 1978-79, S. Blandine tomé un sabatico y preparé su
siguiente ministerio, "el de escuchar a las personas
pobres de ia tercera edad” en El Paso, Texas. icid una
labor para eltas er la parroquia de “Our Lady of Mount
Carmel.” Y pronto eraya parte de un equipo que trabaja
en defensa de las personas mayores de la ciudad.

Sor Blandine se jubilo en 1985 del Centro de Jubilacién
del Verbo Encarnado, donde continué trabajando corno
voluntaria de “Rebarn” que ahora es conocido como el
Cenlro para la Espiritualidad y las Artes. En su carta de
enero, Diana Roberts, Directora del Centro describié fas
influerncias de S. Blandine:

“Tenemos mucha tristeza al anunciar que Sor Blandine
Murphy ha muerto y sé que muchos de ustedes
recordaran sus muchos afios de servicio y su presencia
en el Cenlro. En una ocasion yo la describi como nuestra
‘abuelita espiritual,” porque siempre tuvo una presencia
sencilla y amorosa y ensefié lo que es el amor
incondicional y la aceptacion que es tan valiosa y
fundamental para nuesira fe, esto lo demostré con el
efemplo. Sor Blandine pasé la mayor parte de su. vida
trabajando con huérfanos y jovenes con problemas. Sor
Blandine nunca fue una persona exigenle y su carécter
activo, le permitié ser accesible a las personas que la
necesitaban. Acogiéndofas con amor, en sus
necesidades y vulnerabilidades, haciéndolo con una
chispa en su genlil mirada. Ella nos ensefié a ser mas
amables, mas amorosas y a ser personas de paz porque
ser cualguier ofra cosa en su presencia, estaba fuera de
lugar y no era apropiado. Su sentido del humor a veces
nos sorprendia, sencillamente porgue siempre contenia
una verdad subversiva y poslica gque nos llevaba unos
segundos para verla claramente. Como lo dijo muy bien
una de nuesiras hermanas, Sor Blandine nunca se
quejaba de nada. Sin embargo era una persona muy
considerada con el mundo que la rodeaba y ciertamente
se guardaba sus opiniones. Ella tenfa una forma sencilla
de ver la vida con humor y perdén y daba su opinién
siempre con buena intencion y nunca de mala manera”,

Sor Blandine tenia muy poca educacidn formal. Tenia
muy pocas cosas de valor material. Sin embargo poseia
un espirilu de amor y perdon y siempre estaba dispuesta
a ofrecerlos. En Sor Blandine yo encontré una amiga y
companiera fiel. En 1972 le escribi el siguiente poema:
“Para Blandine” en ef Dia de su Cumpleaiios.

sigue en la pagina 4
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conlinued from page 2

Sister Blandine had very little formal education. She
owned very few things of material value. Yet, she pos-
sessed a spirit of love and forgiveness that was there for
the taking. In Sr. Blandine | saw a friend and faithful
companion. In 1979 | wrote the following poem, ‘To
Blandine” for her birthday.

A faithtul friend

is like another self

Who can be with you,
And yet let you alone

At the same time.

She listens

When you have a need
And feels that need
Along with you,

In pain-filled sifence.,

She helps you to find
Moments to live

By in-spiriting courage,
And humor, and meaning
Into the ordinary events of life.
Yet a friend is offen treated
As we lreaf ourselves.
She is taken for granted,
Ignored, overworked,
Taken advantage of. . .
Will we ever take time

To enjoy

Our friend, and curselves,
And let the other know
That she is friend?

With love and much gratitude for the gift of friendship!
May she rest in peace.

Sor Blandine Murphy continuacion de pagina 3

Una amiga fiel

Es como otra parte de nosofras mismas
Que puede estar con una,

Y al mismo tiempo dejarte

ser {i misma

Ella te escucha

Cuando 1t lo necesitas

Y sfente tu necesidad

Junto contigo

En un camino lleno de sifencio.

Ella te ayuda a encontrar

Momentos para vivir

Por su Espiritu valiente,

Y su humor y comprension

En los eventos ordinarios de la vida.
Sin embargo a una amiga la ratamos

Como nos tratamos a nosolras mismas.
No le damos el lugar que merece

La ignoramos, le damos mucho trabajo
Nos aprovechamos de efla...

¢ Cuando fomaremos tiempo

Para disfrutar a

Nueslra amiga y a nosofras mismas?
Y, ¢ cuando la reconoceremos
Como nuestra amiga?

Con amor y mucha gratitud por el don de la amistad!
Descanse en paz.

Sster Many James W
19171 - 2003

Sister Mary James Whelan, 92, entered info eternal life
on Wednesday, January 29, 2003 at the Incarnate Word
Retirement Community, San Anlonio, Texas. Sister Mary
James was born to James and Bridget (Mottley)} Whelan
on July 24, 1911 in County Wicklow, Ireland. On Febru-
ary 28, 1932, she entered the Congregation of the Sisters
of Charity of the Incarnate Word. She made her first vows
on August 15, 1935, and professed final vows in 1940,

Sister Mary James dedicated 68 years of her life to serv-
ing poor, disenfranchised and marginalized people, par-
ticularly those whose health was at risk. With a Bachelor
of Science degree in Medical Technology and a Master of
Health Care Administration degree, both from St. Louis
University, Missouri, Sister Mary James sought to bring
the caring influence of the Congregation’s charism to her




