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CHAPTER V

Spirit of Mother Marie Angeligue
of the incarnation -

Love of the Rule - Zeal in Having it Observed

The zeal and exceptional guaelities with which the Lord was
pleased to i1l the Reverend Mother Marie Angelique of the incar-
nation, and the faithfulness with which she had responded to it,
rendered her like the strong Woman of which our holy Books speak.
A1l of her acts were stamped with living faith, wisdom, viriiity,
prudence, and integrity. She went abouit her duty without any fear
for what people would say, without thinking 1f her actions would
please or displease people, without anvy other view than that of
God, whose pleasure she sought in evervithing., The svenits, somsa-
times crucifying as they were, did not at all shaks her confidencs
in Divine Providence, and more than once she saw that invincible
confidence rewarded in a surpl{rising manner.

She had a remarkable apititude for worldly affairs, and krew
how to itreabt them with a just view, Jlovalty and an unesguivocal
rectituds. Her =speech perfectly reflected her thoughts, with no
mental reservations or vague or evasive words which could give rise
to diverse interpretations. Her penetratimg spirit was serious and
tolerant, 1ittle susceptible to the fantasies of the imagination.
in succession, 1t siszed the guestion, saw immediately the dangesr
or the advantage of what was proposed to her, and thus did not ail~-
low herself to be tricked.

She accepted responsibility for her decisions and her actions,
and never changed her mind uniess she was aware of having mads an
arror prejudicial to someone or harmful to the general good of the
Community, her courage faced struggles and difficulties with vigor.
She recoiled only in Tace of the +impossible, but then accspited 1t
with peace, seeing in these obstacles the manifestation of The will
of God.

Since she was of a consistently even dispositicn, her face
never petraved the worries, the sadness or the sufferings inherent
in her calling. in all circumstances the tone of her voice was
moderate and without inflection. Her bearing was always dignified;
her gestures, tThough sober, wers energetic and resolute; her
taughter was sincers and she had a tively, but kindly regard. Her
manner was modest, affable and open, revealing a soul which admir~
ably combined strength and gracicusness.



Mother Marie Angeligue, invested with +the authority
Superior, as we have noted in the preceding chapter, haataﬁaé
have the Ruls observed as fully as was in her powsr Lo do so.
religious spirit with which she was animated made her, Tfro
heginning, take literally the Article of Lthe Constitutions w&a
ordered the Superior to make herseif the model Tor ner ?;@cio
Therefore, she was always, until her dving breath, & living Ruls.
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Thus, when serious illness kept hsr in bed, she never dis-
pensad with getting up at five o’ clock at the First sound of the
bell and, a guarter of an hour later, making her Way of ihe Cross,
an exercise to which she was deeply devoted, it was only two
months before her death that she gave up rizing at the regular
howr,

This worthy dMother had an sxtracrdinary devobion to the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass; she said that she keenly felt a great con-
zolation in plunging her soul into the pootl of Divine Blood which
she contemplated at the foobt of the Cross afiter the raising of the
Hoily Chalice. In spite of her advanced age, she assisted al the
entire Mass on her knass, as the Rule reqguired, and she remained
in that posture during the prayvers of thanksgiving., Except inthe
case of a sericus illness which obliged her to remain compietely
in bed, she never abstained from asttending the holy Mass. During
the last six months of her 1ife, when the terrible cancerocus Lumor
from which she died was making frightful progress, her strength
declined rapidly. HNeverthsless, not wanbting to renounce ths com-
fort of hner daitlyv Communion, she had the courage, for four more
months, to get up every day at five o’ cliock and go down to the
Chapel to attend the Hely Sacrifice. On August 2, 1881, zhs went
there, and to the refectory, for the last times. L was jusi two
months before her death and she was almost 80 vears oid. Howsver,
she sti11l could not resign herself to no longer enjoving ths bene-
Tit of attandance at the Sacrifice of the Altar. Unable to go o
toc the Chapel, she went to hear Mass in ths Conference gal
from which she could see the altar and most of the choir. Th
priestly vestments, the companionship of the ceremonies, sspscial
that of Communion, and the meditation and piety of her daughbs
entranced her. Wseping with Jjoy and gratitude she sxclaimesd, “Qé,
my children, | didn't know that God had used a poor inszstrument like
me to do such beautiful things. How wonderful it 1807
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Mother 3t. Pierre, Supserieor of the Sisters of Charity B
incarnate Word of San Antonio, Texas, haa given the Qmﬁub“??” a
passage of a chant in parts, entitied "Angelius.” The raeverend
Mother wanted it iearned and sung on the Feast of the aAssumption
Guring that Mass, she was overcoms with viclent vomiting; never-

theless, she didn't lesave the galiery and continued giving dsep and
picus attention te the chant. 1t pleased her very much becausze 11
responded to her ardent love for the myvstery of the lngarnate Word



In reward for her dauntless genserosity, God didn't permit her
even once to be deprived of daily Communion until her jast davy when
the rules in effect then didn't permit her to receive Holy Viati-
cum. The worthy Father Gallier, who was 83 vesars old himsell, ross
at midnight in order fto carry her celsstial food to her.

When Mother Marie Angeligue returned Trom the holy Table,
love with which her heart was aflame was raeflected in her wh
person and gave her the majsstic pearing of a gueen, It was
only her daughters who JToved Lo contempliate that imposing mannsr;
the boarders also experisnced her charm and found themselives caimiy
recolliscted,

¥ the Eucharist was her happinesss, drawing new
the divine Blood in the blessing of Absclution was no
jation for her soul. She rescorted to it often through
made freguent general confessions which iasted barsely TR
irn zpite of the desirs she felt to purify herself more and m
it often happened that she didn’'t have even the smallssl la
which to accuse hersegelf. One day she said to her confesso
ner normal candoer, "My Father, by the grace of God my consi
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reproaches me Tor nothing fhis wesk. "Go,” ne repiied, <
the grill, "God didn't Joan vou his glasses.”

For fiftv-six vears she had no other guidance than
priest to whom the Lord had intrustsd her on her entry
gious 1ife. On the day ordinariily designated Tor the

25
of the Sisters, =zhe invariably confessgsed first. AL e L
raeguired by discipiine she never failed to pressni %erﬁﬁ?? to the
extracrdinary confessors in order to accompliish the witi of God.

She alwavs said her morning and evening pravser on her ks
These wsre exercises she nevaer missed, and wenit to punctually
the sound of Lthe bell.

uring the recitation of the Gffice and her mediiation
bearing, the pisty and seriousness with which she made iths
prescribed in the ceremonial, her fZone and manmer of v tir
nsalimedy, all revealed her personal union with God. When
officiated on solemn feasts, her "Deus in adjutorium’ had
vibrance that 1t raised up, as if by force, any hearis ths
cold or agitated. only exceptionally serious reasons Coun
vince her to absent herself from ths O0ffice,
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Until her dast iliness and in spite of her great age, t©
valiant Mother ohserved all of the fasts of the Church d of ¢
Order. She was such a respectful observer of what cur Constitu-

” . i ‘

of the right to grant a general dispensation, but cal
two souls of good will te accompiish that penance in th
all., The ecclesiastical autheority had given permissi

soup afiter Mass; in order to compensate a 1itiis ?Gr this degariturs

Community Tfrom keeping the weelkly fTast, she ﬁwam L take
jed

a..}
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from the Bule, she had established the custom of ftaking this
comfort standing, each in front of her place, in order to recatl
that 1t was only a favor that she had obtained by reason of the
feableness of her health., Those sisters who were 111 or Lired had
to ask permission to bs seatsd. This custom continued 1n force
untL it her death.

She frequently practiced seif-Tiasgeilation andg ussd 8 hair
shirt, Almost every day, and often severa! times a day, s=shs
pnracticed strict disciplines. Whenever she wanted to obtain
something from God, she resorted te this mesthod. At the Lime of
the assination of Monsignor Sibour shs assigned ths scourage Tor the
sake of discipline and for the conversion of the unhappy assasin.
Hardly had the penitential exercise begun whan an invisible but
irrezitible Torce snatched the scourge from her hand and sent it
Tiving te the far end of the chapter room where 11 was found only
the next day, hidden in a corner.

The worthy Mother regarded regulaiiy and the comnon (ifs as
among the most perfect mortifications., She hersslf, whils giving
cunbinual example, arranged the duties of her office in such &

manner tThat no obstacle, except in unforeseen cases, prevent
presence at the common exsrcises, evaen the most Q?déraryf
sha said, keeping sven the least rules 15 the saivation
Community.

She never absented herself from the refectory; and sven 1T she
Found herself occcupied by some business, she made the effort to be
on time for the blessing of the meal. 3he didn't accept any Tood
other than that which was served to the Community, and ensrgsitic-
aily rejected anvihing which sesemed 4o her to be any king ¢
tinction. When she finished eating bsfore her daughters
nappened rather often, she would replace the ?&aﬁer; seated
Tactern Jike 2 simple religiocus, or she wouild remain
the first step until the end of the meal,

After the pravers, she reguired that all of th
present for the "Praised be’ which she always recifi
Only the religicus who had served in the refectory,

those who took care of the children were dispens
present for the cpening of recreation. Howsver, av ¥ o :
rejoin the Community as soon as possible and w?thuut going anvwharea
alise.

Mother Marie Angeligue gave the sign to go for 8 wal
waather was nice, or for mesting in the Community Room o
the temperature didn't permit going oul. She concluded the ;$¢@u$
procession surrounded not by dignitaries, but by thosse who knew ho
to sieze the place, be they the voungest of tThe Conveant. Eutﬁ
whaether they were indoors or cutdoors, shes didn't aliow them to uo
repeatedly with the same companions. She liked to see her daugh-
ters relaxed in spirit, sach one taking part in the communal jov.
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Her sorightly character ccﬂtrébuteﬁ to making thes rsoreation
anjoyvable. Haver departing from religious modesty, her Saugh was
contagicus, chasing away melancholy and lightening hearis. She
was, indeed, the Mother 1in the midst of her chilidran!

Exacting though she was in giving the extraordinary racre
tions prescribed in the Rule, she only rarely granted any adogition-
al ones. Excepit for the feast day of the Worithy Founder and har
own feast day, when she authorized recreszition in the refector
during lunch and dinner, she never wanted to allow conversation
during the meal. She dispensed with the Readirng only on ths davs
of investiture and Profession when the ceremony had taken place 1
the morning and they had just heard s sermon; but they kept silence
during the maeal., When, as an exception, they had cofiee al dinner,
she permitted only that they tap their cup with a knife Lo appiaud
the coffee maker. Everything elise, she insisted, was sgainst the

Constitutions.

Mother Marie Angelique was not content to refusse herself
sxceptions, be it for eating, for cliothing or for bsdding;
didn’t exempt herseif from any chore. Leading her daughiers
carried rocks, leveled pathwavs, dried grasses, raked, gather

applies, picked grapes and washed linens. On days when @h& T
nity did laundry she had her tub placed so tht she could szs a:
the Sisters and also receive, without disturbing her work, anyons
who had something to say to her. At ths usual hour, she herssif
did the Heading. FF 4t wasn't a Tast day, she allowed recreafion
during the 1ight meal they brought te the laundry room. With her
daughters she tasted apples from the pots, ate a spoontul of wnits
chesse from thes common plate and took the Tirst bit of walcome
bread from the basket, This ordinarily made up the manu ?&r nhe
snack. She took her turn doing dishes on the wveﬁéﬁga e Tasst
davs; and on these days, after giving recrestion to o 1Ly

she headed toward the kitchen with charming sﬁvpfﬁs
shoes in hand and her apron undsr her arm. She caref
that all of the Sisters, in their turn, practic
humility. The sick and the infirm were sxcused,

0578 D
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tintil the last year of her long 1ife zhe was ssen &
visiting the bedrooms a guarter of an hour after sunset
storm arose during the night, she was the first one up
to the dormitory to pray with her daughters, with arms ¢
fromt of the altar of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows. 5h
sometimes saving aitoud that heroic offering, “Lord, if
nead of victims, we are here. Sirike us!’”

There was no circumstances which would prevent her fron
ing the weskly Chapter of Faults. When she anticipated some ©
cle to having it ftake place on Friday, she moved 1t fto T
favorable day. When she was confined to bed, ths whole
gathered around ner bed Tor the general confession Ry
before her deabth, when she could no longer go down Lo Ha
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chapel because she was too weak 1a Lhe mornings, she s3v1]
to the Chapter room on August 5 in order to hoid Cheap
following Friday, August 12, her strengith belraved her cours
she was obiiged to hold it in the Communtty Room which was
naxt to her cell. At this Chapter shes mads some observation
gven some reprimands which revealed that the iove f L
observances was still dear to her hearit. A wsek Iat

1%, she again left her bed at the hour reguired Tor her ¢
over the Faults:; that time she was able to do 20 only with the hel
T some cologne which Sister Assistant made her bresz |
¥

i

I

o7 i
indeed her last Chapter; on the 23%th of Augusit she sy
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The Chapter of Faults had 8 true attraction for her
for whom it was a comfort. They loved Lo hear her =
motherly words:; and at the same time, her brie? and
tations were without affectation in tone or gesture,
dignified, justified and Truitful. Their theme was
short reading which she did at the beginning from =3
stitutions, the Directory, the Ceremonial or the £
the Ruls, according to the nesd. She was desvotsd
pies of the infractions she observed, assigning
indicating the practical remedy. Very rarsly did
fauit by using vague terms and implications. |
undearstood by the delinguent, and 1f she hadn i correct
following Chapter, she then spoke point biank 2 b
cation. She carried out the same reguiariby in hol
sach Sunday. At the appointed hour, ths Counssiors,
entered her room together. Ho one, whaltever the dutis
fulfill, jeft before the Council was Finished.

Mother Maris Angelique had a gresat aversion
with seculars in the parlors. She had the habit

by gy
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the downfall of the inner spirit. Sha sent to Lhe
deai with urgent matters with notaries or cthers, to o
ing souls who had sought out her counsel, and to ses Ui
iy poor who cames to ask her for charitv. Outside
cases where she needed to represent hersslf, she
purely conventional visgsits, allsging as an excuse thsa

bell which calied her to an sxercise over which
preside,

in those reiationships with religiocus of other order:
sacular Prissts which were reguired by virtus of her off
was caubtious concerning their manner of thinking, gusr
appreciation of the religious life, wWhile listening Lo
deference and respect, she accepted only thoss opinions
sels concerning practices which were in perfsct harmony
spirit of our institute and with our cusitoms which
unchangeable. She said that a change of minimal
tead to lamentable disturbances in the 1ifs of rei

v o



fhe was rigorousiy firm aboul not aliowing any
be alone in the parlor. The Assistant of the parl

her post on the arrival of the Sister who had been ¢
who had matters of conscisnce to deal with 1%@@@@ if
Mother 1f she didn’t want to expose Qm“wégf
ant, who gould not leave, hear the sesor
Mother Marie Angsiique often subjected he
took with her somstimss one, somstimes an
voung or old, and had her take a caﬁsggcuﬁu

The sams aversion which she felt Tor &
for correspondence, and her letiers are axty
ghe couldn't abstain from all written cor Eagéﬂd%ﬁ
responsibility for this to the Seareta?y of the Ch
privats secretary she had chosen and on whom she
SECIEOY .,

Mother Marie angeligue, thus fresed from
could devote herself to Community 1ife, to ths
sidered one of the strongest motivations for red
for serious reason, the Chaphter conferrad on he
tress of Novices, her practical sense made h@r
that these duties were 1ncompatible with those of .
former imposed on her the obligatiocn to be habitually |
the Novices, and the latter that of living in the mi
Sisters of the Community. She resolved the difficult gu
haer usual wisdom by gthséﬁg an Assistant, nob ltke the
for in the Ruls and used in numerous novitiates simo i
to the Mistress of HNovices, but to assume her §$h€¥%3ﬁ »m* gqubties.
the gave her all authority and 1eft to her the entire rezpon i
ity for the Novitiate, though under her supervision. That relyr-
gious was only twentv-six vears oid., To the ﬁbgﬁrzﬂgﬁs that &
raitsed to Reverend Mother regarding the yvouth of the ons s
appointed to replace her, she replied that the Sistar ' s i
and abilitises were well known te them, and that 17 she 1
thing Lo bea desired, 1t was still less inconvenient i

gercus to give her complete authority than to keeo
oversesr with the obldigation of giving an exact and d
on the conduct of the Novicesz., To have to judge fact
of reports would have besn to expose herseif fo bew

it would be impossible to know and to guide the No
method., THoreover, my children, it iz not reguir

4 Tew davs bhefore her death, feeling pained whi
cn her long vears of leadership, she gave this was

daughters: "My children, in keeping me in the office
for fortv-five vears without interruption, vour affegt
it was well to do so. Bubt now that | am on the vergs

before God, | ses that you and | were wrong. Yo
this again., Changes the Superior when the RBule requi
the Rule. Believe me, the blessing of God iz ther



Faithful observer of all of the manners and
ohserved, according te the testimony of Tormsr Motl
astery of Gourguilion®, HMother Marie *ﬁgwééqwm in
except the pravers which she added to Evening
during the month of March, the Community experies
3mc?uawﬁg the logs of worldly possessions and Lh
of members during a few months, A& faith lsas rob
uhm wsrthy Mother weu?d have bsen discouragsd.

by an inner veoice to have said each day., afTisr U
w%th arms crossed in oresence of the Bilessed
Maria, an Ave 5t. Joseph and five Gloria Patris
of honoring St. Josesph, the sorrows of Mary al
Cross, and of adoring the Word made Flesh through
permission of Mornsignor De Bonald te make a vow
orayers Tor a vear. The blessings obtainsd during
auch that the Cardinal, full of admiration, ordsars
iished henceforth as a custom.

The valiant Mother had at heart that her daughter
would never be absent from canonical pravers withoud
reason; aven the disabled and the sick had spec ial i

or them by her for meditation and Tor dedicating th
fu? iy fto God. Those Sisters who, for legitimate re
rise until 6:00, had to make their meditation during
twaaen the first Little Hour and Mass. And thoss whe
able to attend Evening Praver made it up after
bafore Lauds.

She required that all of the Sisters be on tims
She =aw in thait punctuality a preventative Tto diss:s
tanses of zitencse, which never went unpunishsd. She
very saevare toward even the smaliest infraction of
be 4t by whispering or in action. HNo one was sver
éurzﬁg that 12’“mm,; the House seemead emplty. But ‘f hw
to stop dmmediately at the Tirst scund of ithi b
they were summonesd without any distraciion,
Sisters who, anticipating what they were about
gside their work a minute or two before Lims. :
she said, "bult disorder. And if evervens acted this way,
not fonger Fulfill the requiremsnts of discipliine.”

The reguesits that Sisters made of her
recreation under one pretext or another wers
eycept in cases of axhaustion. The sick ang i
be with The Community were reguired to ralax i
was only one, Lthe good Mobher desigrated somel
sometimes another to go o Recreation with her.

# Speilting of name unciear in manuscript.



However Timid a Sister was,
doing the readings in ths Sanctuy
never exempbted her unless that ra
the lungs or threat, or of visio

minad that Lthey were genercus, she hers
3 maternal tenderness and save tham
needed, even resiraining them From b
selves.

how to sympathize with misertes and failures,

who were humble; and she was aware of ithe smal

"My children,” she said, 717 | =zese vou fTail
minute of the day, if you humbiy redress your fTauit
no fear. Butbt, if | sawyvou violiaste 3t even oncs witl

itent, | would tremble for vou - | would trembie {or
because the door would then be open te ralaxation

io



CHAPTER Vi

Yows -~ Humility - Holy virtus

The vows were solemn in the Order of the 'ncarnate Word
before the great Revolution. The holy exampies and the teachings
handed on by the former Mother, Sister Marie of the Holy Sacrament
Savy, mads Mother Marie Angslique defermined to have her daughters
observe them as if they were still recognized as such Dy the gov-
ernment. She made the Vows the fragusnt subject of her spiritual
instruction to the Community and of her private dirsctives. She
had the habit of saying "My Sisters, it is with God that we makse
our commitments and not with men. pothing prevents us, whesn we
take our holy vows, from having the intention, ths wiil, to swear
poverty, chasztity and obedience in the manner our Constifutions
regquire, in order to have the merit of szolemn vows and to witness
in this manner our Jlove of God by the sciemn renunciation of
woridly riches. But we are required to cobserve the tetter of that
to which we have committed ourselves, T we are calied to meke and
to sign some civil declaraticens, let us make them according to the
wishes, the will of our Superiors, but 1n this et us regard cur-
selves only as figure heads, as typewriters. Let us guard with
jealous care and irn all its splendor the primary spirit of our

%

Institute which reguires us all to aim for the most perfact.”

The first novice from whom she received Vows, Sister Marie
Therese of the Sacred Heart Galtisr, gave her the joy of sseing her

teachings followed in an exemplary manner. That dear Sister had
brought, along with a pension of 1200 francs per vear, a dowry of
304,000 francs. A few vears after her profession, at the death of

HMadame Galtier, another 24,000 francs came to her, which fTor ap-
pegrances only passed through her hands in presence of the Notary,
and which she turned over to the Community withoult asking what uss
wouid be made of 1t. 5he had claim, moreover, to aopbout 40,000
francs from a property located at Cassin which had not been soid.
On the occasion of the marriage of her voungest brother, she gave
an admirable example of her absolute renunciation of woridly goods,
He married a girl whose family had suffered great financial revers-
85, 8o that he would not suffer financial consequences from The
marriage, his brothers and sisters agreed to supply & sufficient
dowry for Mademoiseile Dupre by inciuding him in the final disposi-
tion of their interitance. They came to submit that agrsement to
Sister Marie Therese of the Sacred Heari and begged her to join
with them.

"i have given evervthing to God,"” was her only repliv. i have
nothing anymore. Make vour arrangsments with my Supsrior. it is
ne longesr my business, but hers.” She then Teft, not wanting to

10



meddle in any way, leaving Reverend Mother and the Community en
tirely free to grant or not grant what her family asked. She
didn’'t even want to know the oubtcome. it iz supertfliucus ©o sav

that the House cooperated Ffully with the wishes of the Galtier
Family.

Only onoce during her  Jong tenure did Hother Marie
Angeligue have the sorrow of seeing one of her daughtsrs bscome
estrangsd from her teachinas, The results of tThat lapsse were so
fatal to the guilty one that one could recognize in the situation
God's approval of ths devoted Mothsr s views on the perfect prac-
tice of the vow of Poverty. The Sister had besen recaived without
a dowrv; she had lived an exemplary religious 1ife for twanty-five
vears when she lost her mother who, to her surprise, lefl hsr ar
inheritance of 40,000 francs., Some time afierwards the Reverend
Mother, as was her custom, announced to the Community how she was
thinking of using the monsy. How astonished she was to see the
poor Sister rise from her chair to protest that she was oppossd Lo
their disposing of the money in that way,. in vain, Mothsr HMarse
Angelique tried to lsad her gently back to her correct role. She
resisted with such stubbornness thal her Superior then spoke Lo her
with such authority f£hat the Sisters present shuddered with fright:

x‘"%“

Well, since you are obstinate in wanting to dizposse of tha
inheritance, which really 1is the wealth of the Community since
pays vour dowry and vour support for 25 vesrs, as well as vour o

LRy
Y

th~
ar expensas, you oblige me to say to vou the words 5t. Peter Qake
to Ananias and Sapphira: "May vour momey perish with voul’ 1 will
not allow such an examplie and such scandal in the Community.”
Even this language didn't bring her back to her =zenzes. The
next day she asked to Jeave the Cloister and return to the world
i

wherese, shortly afterward, she was stricken with madne

The worthy Mother had an unshakable confidence in Providence
and divine aid never abandoned her. Attentive as shes wass to as-
suring a solid future for the Monastery by procuring for i
necessary resources, she never departed from the spirit of rec
cilliation and impartiality which the Ruls rsquired. Should a
dispute arise belween a Tamily and the Convent regarding a dowry
or inheritance, Mother Marie Angeligque would abandon her claim.
if the subject whom she had admitted died shortly after having mads
her profession, and her family was not well off, she returned to
them a targe part of fhe amount of the dowry or ;ﬁher tance without
their asking for it. wWhen postulants were presaﬂtec who couwidn't
furnish a dowry, she didn't refuse them Tor theit reascrn, bubt only
FQQU??Ed that tney belong to an honorabis family and that they have
a good spirit and a sericgus vocation. Talents and outward advan-
tages were not as plsasing Lo her as a pliant character, snergetic
and without pretention, God so visibily blessed har supsroastura’
detachment that some vears before her death she was ablie to say in
arn outburst of gratitude:
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“"Thanks to the Incarmate Word, the destiny of our Monasts
i3 now strengthened as much as it can bse from a woridly po
view, And if we are faithful and never allow laxity and |
gase and well-~being to enter in, and if we keep oursslives mo
more to the spirit of poverty and regularity, God will a
supply what is necessary for us.”

A Tew davs before szshe died she again advised her gauﬁht s notb
to make it too difficult to receive new subliects whoe would prasen

=

themselves with a3 good voecation, in order to snatch from the wor’
g y

[T

the greatest possible number of souls. $he also recommended that
they always take specaa? care to keep holy Poverty and to maintain
the spirit of simplicity, unity and sisterly charity which she had

the joy, on leaving this world, to sese reigning in the Community.
She often repeated, with grest enthusiasm, "Have what iz nacessary,
hut never anvthing excessive or sisganbt; never sesk exceptions,
pracedence or exemptions: never have twe groups.

This worthy Mother reguired thalt her daughiters make ihs
zacrifice of their famiiy portraits. She didn’t reguire that 1

Y
destroy those which were in their possession on entr‘ into -
vent, but she did ask them to turn them over to the Lreasu’ ne
day a Postulant gave her a letter in which she bagged her e
to send her his photograph. After nobicing this, Motber e
Ange?zque want Emmedaate?v to the Novitiate. Zhe meit the Postulant
in the corridor. "Gst down on vour kness, my child,” she told her
severasly. "1F oyou want to give sveryihing of value to God, vou
must renounce the childish and worldily satisfaction of kseping the
features of your brother.” Saving this, she tore up the unfo -

nate letter she held in her hand, and then added, "Thers
I make of your reguest. Kiss the around, thern get up and go imm
diately to begin vour Jletter over again.”

s

B oo
i

When Mother Marie angeligue noted in one or other of her
daughters the tendency to ask for excspiions, her charitabie
condescension made her close her eves two or threse times to thsse
Tittie whims of taste or of will., But whern necesszary, she o1
daiay in firmly returning to the corect path ore who was straying
from the commop 1ifs.

Her ltove of poverty didn't permit her fo teleralts anvons s
kesning something in reserve in the drawers of the tabhliesz in ths
refectory. A1l surplus had to be left on the table or ret gt

i
q

the dispensary. Fach drawer could contain only the place ssititing
and a cup -~ no 1ittle spoon or e€gg cup.

She didn’t permit anything extra in the celis, which
uniform in appearancsa. 411 of the beds had to be made ithe
way, in the traditional manner. 1t was sufficient Lo sse one
to have seen all of Lthem. Her own was no sxcepbion. Orly

pictures were replaced by three modest statuss representing
creche, which she put into &8 1ittle niche cut dnto fthe wall,




were Tour straw chairs ussad by the Council, and a desk on which

s
piaced her littie basin and pewter pitcher which had come from the
former Mothers. This simplie desk served as her tablie, and inside
contained only our Rule, Directory and the Sacy® Binle., These wsre
the only furnishings of her ceil which zhe herself cleansd as lTong
25 her strength permitted,.

She insisted that perfect order reign in all of the rooms.
For faar that any of the Sisters become alttachsd to her csll, shs
reguired that they change rooms freguently, and always at & time
when it was least expected. Each was permiitted to take along only
her mattress and bedding, her blanket, her vellow or green earthen~

ware pitcher, and the smaill personal objects contained in the

drawer of the table and 1in the little chest beliow - persgonal ob-~
jects that she often inspected. The straw mattress, chair, i
chest, crucifix, pictures, basin and branch - all rsmainag

cell ong was leaving, Even the broom was nolt sexempt Trom

renunciation.

For work she authorized ths use of only th% in
things; a thimble, a pair of scissors, the nesdls nes
the task on which one was working and another for maen
strands of +thread had to suffice. Whan one or ot
things was lacking or if she nesded octher suppiies, asa:
to explain the regusst on her kness and then go z(
Mistress of the workshop or te the Treasurer, depen
case. She didn't want anyone to use an objiect which
dege of another Sister without having asked her permiss’

She didn't permii the anticipation of & nesd that might me L,
or anyone having two of anvithing. 'dothing put aside For a rainy
day,” she =zaid. "That is contrary to Poverty.’

Mother Marie Angsiigue didn'f allow anvons Lo remain idle, and
she herseif, as alwavs, gave the sxampie of the good uss of time
Unless her dubties momentarily called her eisewherse, she ramained
in the Community room, at her place, and surrendered herself invar-
itable to the humble worlk of altering or m&ﬂding the u%&f&%% of iths

religious. She never worked for herssif. i somsone
share a confidence with her or ask her aﬁvéa@; she wWaloon
with maternal kindness without interrupting her work,

{

in purchasing for the Community, she wanted them to seslect

neither the best nor ths worst, but somsthing in bsitwesn. 5hes had

a hoerror of anvthing which caugd give elther a proximate or e
!

appearance of luxury, worldliiness, or any desire for sass, wsell
being or comfort, and of expressicns of language which d ‘

e
it

conform to simplicity or which tended to make a show of knowledge
or learning. "How far this is from ths spirit of Poveriv, she
wrots,

# Speiiing of name unclear in manuscript.

13



When she had the most Tmportant building of th
structed, she watched over ithe work v&ry closely
apron to check the measuremenis becausse she con 33’
the measuring device she had been able fto procur
handling all things this way. Each had the ﬁui~
herzelf some small privation, some slight disnieas:
against taste, fTavor, 1inclination or desirs, in @@*%“
assure oneself of the advantages of povertity.

el

On their entry into the House, the Fostulanbts 1
recognized a true vogation were put through the school
ciation. The wearing of a watch or jewsliery was gprohib
tures, mementos, littlie trifles were turned over immedis
Mistress, Mobther Marie Angelicue was happy when
giri submit herself generousiy to thess first
because she then foresaw in her a2 grest religicus.

However, while she, like a good Mother, inexorably ?egﬁeteﬁ
the supsrfluous, she looked afiter tThe needs of the Community with
great care, and even went bevond that. As for thes nourishmant of
her daughters, it was abundant and substantial whils being frugal
and without Tuxury, At lunch there was soup, as much asz zny of
them could eatl. in season there were fruits -~ paaches, pears and
apples -~ as much as desired. On work davs they had ohesse and
bread. For dinner there was soup, a meat dish, two vegebzbl

i
sach one could take either or both, whatever suited
dessert, On fsast® days they added a salad and a s
The Sisters of the Community who needed an afterncon 3
permission for 1t:; but unless they were 111, this
of a little bread sosked in wine water, the sams:
Movices had. At supper, a Dig plate of soup was
as a plate of vegetables and some chssss, A

vegetables or green salad was passed arocund and a
much of it as they wanted. Chocolate was practicaily

The sick and firm were exceptions to this common dis

thﬂ cbiject of Reaverend Mother' s particular attention.
igzs, they used whatever comforts were granted them onily
supervision of the nurse who gave them or procured Tor
axcaptional items. Without a bad cold or fiu, '
between meals, =axcept some strengthening tonics
pensed to the weak: guinine water, rose pressrves ssate.
To those of her daughters who had fragile lungs and throats, ths
good Mother frequently gave the comfort of uncurdled miik in 4he
morning, and to some, donksy milk for two wesks or morse.

#hile Mother Marie Angeiique was so attentive to ri
in her daughters the true religious spiriit of poveriy, shs
iess attentive to removing from her nest whatever gould tarnish ¢

# Reads “on fast days” in the manuscript.



purity of her dear doves. She Uried to instill i
repugnance she felt for communication with stra
painsd her as much as the slightest zsatizfaction shown
received from other than one’'s immediate fTamily.
vizits was the objsct of scrutiny or reprimand.
peared too often, she wﬂu“dmyt sand for the reil
ware the object of keen surveilliance; if they conls
too-tender expressions, she didn't give them Lo the
were intended, B5She demandsed of aili her gaugntsrb
serve in their bearing, in words and in their relst
said that one must always be Tikse a soidier under arms
to allow oneself to be trappsd. Her sever ity was
garding particular Triendships or anvithing that would
oizion of their existencs. Once & Novice was The o
affection of two or three boarders, and she was not
ffort to put 3 stop to L. a?LW? being warned several @
Reverand Mother, she was finally ftoid either fo withdraw, i
the Convent or o go toe the American HMouses; she chosse |
option. When it involved only one student, and the relig
not cultivating the relationship, Reverend | @Qihgr remnovead
if she failed to correct herseif.

The eaxact and perftect pracliice of ithe v
ftracted her unfailing vigilance. She aguickly
a subject’'s judgmeﬁﬁ was submissive to authority.
Epectfuliy raise an Obj@ﬁti@ﬁ t@ her, which she rece’
if it was wall founded. 1T, on the other hand, she ra
temptation, ons’'s own will or any kind of passion was
zhe Tirmly held to the order she ﬁqg given. R o o
someons violated an order or even 2 recommsndatior
given, & penance immediately followed the Taul

°

[

Mother Marie Angeligue was not afraid o
to even the smallest details to train the ingividu:
free one from ths impulses of independencse. To that
changed the responsibilities which were not designates ;o
ter of Elsctions. The Treasurear, those 1in chargse of liness 3
clothing never kapt fthe same fTunction for very long.

When zomeone began a new charge, she wanted her
cf de@@ndenceg to chamge none of the custﬁﬁs i%ai

to act in the same mannsr as her ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁf

been approved by the Superior. Through thes
vigiiant Mother fLrained all her daughters in
tigs. T & subject was absent, the ordinary order
was not disturbed. She showsd no partiality 1in
made among the Sisters, and appeared to have as mu
one as in anciher. In this manner she avoided the

of self-love, and petty Jjealousy. Her daughters kns
ernce that they were equally Joved by their good %;.&”




She showed herself very severe toward :
and sha wanted esach one fto make herself reguss
amallast ravarg, gvaen fTor saving z fTew whi
g3§8ﬂca. ahe sidest must, 1f the case srose
voungest. Tif vou have no one who can auth
COoOmmon raem,‘ she said, "there 15 alwavys some
vyou must bow and speak inwardly with vcar lelete!
no religicus symbol, present yvourself to 1
follow vour independent dmpulse.” She didn
any furnishings, even in their ce?%s} with
The bed, table, chair, chest and picturss, ail
same place,

I this as 1in all the rest, the worithy
examplie. One tTims the Novices, aageczaiéy; nad
enlightensd by witnessing an act of dependsnce whial
with admiration Tfor their vensrabie Superior. Becaus
number of postulants who had Joinsd the fold simuls
waere obliged to move the furniture in the Noviti
enthuziasm of vouth, the Novices had aiready ?%a““ﬁ
to move it 5omewh@r@ else when | &veraﬁﬁ MoTher arrive
and stopped them. “Wait, my childrer
in that spot, and we must ask him wh
And dmmediateiy she went to loeck for

. Zur apod Fa
erse ne prafters
Haim.

in all circumstances she alsoc gave many
humiltity., Somesone in great distress had coms
1ty in a pressing cass, With the consent of
immediately gave a thousand francs for that goo
time she saw the scclesiastical Superior, she to
done. HMonsiesur Richard reprimanded her guits s
of the Community, for having acted withoult i
humble Mother Tell Lo her knses +immadiately, ;
independence and asked for pardon and a penance. Th
zo edified by that act of deep and sincere humiiiby
prejudice he had feit toward the Monastery vanished and
ity Lrus protechor.

Several Times it happensd that thse ]
seemed indirectly to sddress soms reprosa
Angetique in his conferences. She would prompt
and thank him for Lhe warning he had given her.
up again without beftraving any esmotion.

Her humbie submission did
waz somelimes needed in o
ions of the Order. One d
ica! Supsrior had to sign
s writien in a way Lhat di Fe
d Lo be corrected. The coursgeous Mother
rirry, Reverend Father, but | G@ﬁ%* rec ga%

o
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Since copies of ithe Constitutions
Community of Lvon, with the approval of Cs
them copied, as weill sz the Rule of 5t
Father®% had an important part in this work
giving the Constitutions a Jess-antigquated sty
affected Mother Marie Angeligue and put her into
pressibie agony. On the ons hand, her conscisng
urgant duty of not consenting to changes of any kind.
hand, she was sorry Lo ignore the great Lrouble
Father had gone to to perform the transformation.
compromising her duty, her conscience won out and
changes in the ?@wrétéﬁg of the Constitutions.
accept only the modification, oressented by Abbot
softening some sxpressions in the Rule of 3t. Augusi

Faithful obssrver of the Hule, she made herseif
defender when necessary. The family of a8 voung dMovios
white veil regretted not having had her photograph |
gntry inte the Convent, and wanted one at any pr
Mother's well~known zsal for the ohservanc
convinced them that it would bes useiess ©
to allow a photographer to enter or To all .
for a few minutes. 5o they appesaled to Monsion
out making any promises to the Tamiiy, ths Ca
Monastery and, taking Reverend Mother sside, 1
guezst that hasd bpeen presentsd to him. Mothe
straightened up and, lcoking the Archibishop 1
forceful negative gesturs which she acoompanied wi
"Eminence, vou have made me guardian of the Rule;
imave me in this position, | assure you that | wil]
to such an infraction.” The Cardinal, amazed at
reptied with touching kindness, "Oh! my 7Tititie toth
s

for vou Lo speak thgs to me! i, Too, am a gus
and 1t makes m@ happy to see that You are in agr
feslings. I will refuse the authorization.”

3l

* Speliing unciear in the manusoript,

% Reads "Founder” in the manuscript.
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CHAPTER Vi
Charity ~ VYigilance - Special Devolions

The Monastery had been in existence for @ﬂiy thrae years when
Mother Marie Angeliqus, wishing to imitate the Incarnate 3

ner love for souls, besgan, with the approval of her scclesiast
superiors, to work for the salvation of those whom hers
snatched from the bosom of the Church. Young giris f
to the reformed religions and who wanted to be instru:
tized, found in the Convent an asyium and the means to do 3
zince the work regquired contact with the outside world whi
incompatible with the spirit of cloistered 1ife, the Communii
to renounce the work in spite of the great c@wae?aizaw 1
them. As soon as space and Lhe number of Heligious pesrmitl
the vaiiant Mother substituted for this work the Boarding

J?:{? £
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Her nobie heart was sensitive Lo all suffering, to all those
in misery. She lent her charitable assistance secretly Lo numsrous
families., A1l of uh“ indigent who Qrﬁsﬁﬁtﬁd Lthemselves at the Moen-
astery received hel She came with untiring generosity fto the
aid of the Commun}t&eﬁ of the Order who were 1n distrass. She :
nished them not only with all of the monsey mh& could, but gave
joans and even gave them some of her OwWn religious. For many o
zhe secretly provided Tor the houses in Texas. Before sending
postulants or novices she ofben kept tham at her side Tor mors
g year in order to form them in the spirit of the Order and to
vide them with the knowledge they would need on arriving in An
ca. Onz2 of the last occupalions of her 1ifs was gaining @ﬂifﬁ&iﬁ

to the Minor Seminary, and zomething of adoption by the C QLN
for & voung bov whose aptitude seemsd to indicate = -
Priesthood, but whose parents bescause of their modast
would have peen unable to provide for the cost of his studies.
ten vears, she said to her daughters, “vou will be no poorer
vou will have given a priest to the Holy Churoh.

ek

Her zeal in removing innocent souls from the world and
curing for the incarnate Word the glory of Deing loved and
by faithful spouses ted her to admit to the Novitiate youny
who, in the opinion of the doctors, were already exhibi
toms of fatal ilinesses, Thess rapeatad b@?ﬁavﬁmwr”"
putsiders and even the sisters, sxcept Tor two or Lhr
know the real cause, drew blams and caijumny upon the

Mother., They attributed the guick deaths of vyoung s
insufficient and debilitating diset. Mother Marie Angel
fied by the hesroic fdintentions which moved her, didn'

:

about the svil and slandercus rumcrs which circulatsd

Lo e
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That charitable Mother had bthe gifi of sxpanding
attaching them to herself. Thowoh she couwig correct
with uncommon vigor and strength, she alwavs showed th
affection which guided her in these circumshances. 7 ahe
obliged to admonish a sister, she made it 2 point to mest
ally in order Lo give her a smile and Judge by her ﬁvﬁvﬁﬁfémr
impression left by the reprimand. If she saw the Traces of Xﬁu
still idn revelt, she passad by without saying anvihing. Sut

noticed a great sadnsss, a fseling of fear or shame sne
put her hand on thes shoulder of her humbied ohiid and ftoic
a tone touched with goodness, “How can a daughter be di

her mother? Coms, kiss her guickly apd for vour own gre
do 211 in vour power not to fall agsain into the sams er&y
such behavior 1t was impossiblie to remain upset or bo b
slightest resentment.

it was a happiness Tor her daughters to approach

could do so at any hour of the day or night, sure of bhein
with affectionate and comforting words. 4281 of thesr
phyvsical problems found an understanding response 1n
The unexpected desath of a voung religicus had thrown
inte panic. Fearing the negative impression which that e
produce on another sister the same age as the dsosased
Mother had her sleep in her ceill Tor several nid
reassurs nher. it was guring Holy Wesik, Zhe
davghter was coughing freguentiy while she was in b
severse fast of those holy days, she had a g
brsught to her dear daughter avery m@rﬂéng inci
These manifestations of maternal gensrosity we

Her vigilance in maintaining the spirit of
Community was a%%rame. The most severe Denances wer
sisters who were negligent, even in the S%éghtﬁs;

point. She tolsratsd no digresszion in words or actions
non~cloistered sisters, raeligious emploved in domestic servy
choir religiocus or even among the novices, The novices

penalty of being deprived of Communion, couid never atl

selives to make remarks about the sisterz of the e
T QEQ%& War S
s ; L

i
[t
"3
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spaak of them without respect and deference,.
forbidden to blame each other, coriticize sach
in each others’ affairs. A1l of their relati

*

-

imprinted with a religicus respect. tvaen th
dispute had to be atoned for by a psnancs éa Lh
stightiy sharp word or an impatisnt gesture had

Mother Marie Angeligue deprived the guilly cne of ﬁﬁvmu*‘
she had, on the very same day, asked pardon on har Eas
she had offendad. When an older sister or one of the i
charge had 8 Jlegitimate observation, the gne Lo whem
addressed it got down on her knses to receive il
poposition,

4
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She never judged any o©of her daughters according
hed heard from another. Ceasslessiy, in Their midst,
the truth for herself and didn't allow herself Lo be
any Kind of impression, or, even less, by her imaginsail’
udg%ng, she gathered precise information and auasii
vused sister. tf a reporit had bpeen mads Lo her umdef

Jeatousy or antipathy, even though it bs tru i
onfronted and humbled in such & manner that a
the performance was removed. On the other hand,
ate, under any pretext, anvone's refusal to admi:
correction when obedience reguired 1t. One
called to testify to the Taults of an older =1
she could get out of it by savying that she hadn’'t
Reverend Mother gave her a sirong reorimand
immediately take the place of fhe one who had
urrion of hearits and charity which reigned 1in the
that on her desath bed, one sister who had Vived
for tweive vears affirmed that she had never =
tack of these virtues,

5
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Mother Marie Angeligue maintained among he
tial spirit which contributed greatiyv to their
thing happeneg in the Monastery ?ﬂrwmaﬂg to 4
her making them a part of 1it., A afge o
chase of fabric or linens, a new arr
garden, the aguisition of cattls or F
dence, a minimal or consideranle gift ¢
by her, a loss suffered or a reversatl,
such thing as aiwavs bDrought to th& kn
It was the same with imporfant affairs. :
of the virtuss of their ﬁ&tner; of haﬂ ¥ i S dom
her attachment to the Rule and to the reli

ig 2
didn’'t have, on their part, any seconsd thoughd al
of acting. All of thsair wills were in unisoen with hers
shared with her the jovs or sorrows Drousht by
events. This fTamily spirit was preserved from
indiscrebtion by the rigorous observancs of ths
Constitution which reguired one to bs ccompan iad

and by the rule imposed by Cardinal de Boland
couid receive when nobt orohibited by the Ruls,
once a month; other relatives less often and
stbill.

The vigiiant eve of the worthy Mother constant
ocnly the interests of the Monastery, but also of o
every one of her daughters. From thse besaginn ng G=

P
i
3

3 05 1

+aﬂt19n noted the diligence with which the religious a
ing Praver. After having given her benediction sliowiv a
tv, and having said the pravers, ner eya, half veil: 1

y
ing, Toilowed sach one of the sisters. Shouid &
or the oiher reveal boredom or negligence or a
she would encourage or reprimand her according

sy
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recaived a book from Reverend tother w%égﬁ
during the time For praver. A1l went well
third Mother Marie Angeligue nobticed that
book immediately after the reading of i
She c¢ames to remove the book from her,
chilid, vou are giving in to laziness.
choir and recite on vour kness Tive Pale
arms extendsd: that will give vou som
as well

One postulant, net knowing how to maks her meditat
5N '

There was no hesat in the Chapel during the wint
of the sisters had a shaw] te protect her from the
temperature was too gsevere. Once when the weather
one Sister, Tesiing the cold more than the othsrs,
gxtra clothing. Reverand Mother, who hknew her da
virtus, came to remove the shaw!l from her and mortid

her words, But when bthat dear Sizier had edified all
munity by her humble submission, her Supsrior found

sending her to the refectory which was next to the kitchen
provided her with the means of gelting warm.

Sometimes she noticed that a s3
kesping her guimpe fresh and frese of
passed her stall after Little Hours
fFeveraend Mother would stop her and, taking
hands, would rumple it even more wiht _
religious, or sometimes without saving a word.

After having given a yigilant finspecition Lo
exterior appearance, the fervenit Mother meditated desp
daughters loved To watch her in order to be v@%%ﬁ ey
her forvor. On solemn feast davs, she was unab!
ardor of ner soul and she spoke her pravers aloud
Cne Sister was chargsd by her companions, withe
Angeligue’'s knowledge, with writing down thes
pirobably, at the death of Sistesr Madeisine of 5t
Hother discovered these nateb@akg in the papsrs o
destroyed them, because no one has been abls to
them.

She didn't tolerate nonchalance or e
chanting of the Office. & vigorous blow t
awakened those who werse sleezing. i o
sieepy ones who didn’'t make enough effort
to say the Office on their knees in the o
the other hand, Thoss who struggled en
ness were the obiect of her most maternsgl
tess zevere with those who rushed the pas
given a warning, the recitaticon of ths OFf
way, she made them start the psalm over
for the officiant and choristers to T

uby
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dignity., and for the szisters who had ;
do so very intelligibly and without Eeﬁaﬁg the fone,
gious, probably out of Limidity, had a lot of ftrouble in
antiphon which fell to her, and she did 1% in a very uns
in order to cure her of this infirmity, Mother Harie
a glass of whiskey brought to her cutside the cheoir a
drink it 1n the presence of ali of the Communiity who o
waiting for the signal to enter The Chapsel !
Mother achieved a double goal. in the 71 i
a great renunciation by that good Sister who was
exceptional seif mortification and who #ilicwed

in the second place she had saved her from the

which couwld have been aroused in her becausse of
a recluse who was indefatiable in her austeriiy.
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Vainaglory was the constant objiect of her vi
took care to detach her daughtsrs Trom 1t in any w
when the exams took place at the end of Lhe yaar,
of 5 class had been remarkably succsssful, when the
praise their achievements, Mother Marie Angeiicus
oretext for sending the fTeacher away Lo lend a3 hanc
work of the sisters who did the houszehoia chores,

As we have sesn, she was very careful to be
the common exercises, She omitted nothing in ord
habit Lo the novices. In order to be sure Tor
observed the Rule, she went in the morning to ih
breakfast, the first of the day in the Movitiate.
place of the Mistress with her eves fixe ﬁ oy the
for the novices. At other times, ang wouid enter
the first stoke two o' clock was scounding, in order
exacitness with which the novices took Lheir places.
aither case was apprehended in & misdesd had to knesi
i the corridor outside the door of the Novitiate.

P

he fervent Mother alwavs seamed
r own Novitiate. She had prgservmé
) Har constant faithfulness in res
d demanded of her allowed her to av
was dying happy because shs could aaf_
that vou have commanded me.’

-

A1V devotions were desr to that ards
myaier%eg of The Holy Trinity and of i

the Blessed Sacrament, seemed to have a p
ner She lived 1in 1nt1mate union with Lhe
murr&ﬁderéﬁg herselif to their work, abandoni
conversing sometimes with one or ths other,
contempliating Him with delight, opsning her
Spirit and entreating Him Lo bs her btsacher., to
her,
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beautiful it is! How good God 1is! How happy we ars to nave Lhe
Taitht”

She loved s07id and robust devotions which were 15 conformy
with the Rule. "Let's do well what has been prescribsd for us
do,"” she had the habit of saving, "and we will be doing a |
Doubtlessly, associations and brotherhoods are exceilent, ut a
scoon as they demand extra works of one kind or ancther, they impos

a smali infringement on our Rule, on our Customs.” OCnce, howsver,
she decided that she herself could depart vrom that ine of pouet
by following a desire which weighed on her to make a ten-day re-
treat in addition to the annual retreat of the Community. During
these holy exercises, she felt such great inner pain that she cCams
away more determined than ever toc stay invariabiy within ths

prescriptions of the Rules.

Although the Holy Church does not pesrmt pubiic prayvar oo
saints who have not yvet been canonized, under pain of se=zing theqr

cause excluded from being censidered, 1t 1s nevertheizzs izgitimats
to venerate them in the privacy of one’'s heart and to witnsss to
the affection, gratitude and confidence whitcoh trney nspirs am us.
Mother Marie Angeligque had a truly daughterly love for ths Mothesr
Foundress of the Order, Jeanne Chezard de Matel, and shs was at ins
height of her glory when the survivors of the Monastery of Gour

guillen returned the heart of the J1liustriouzs Mothnasr to Ths nay
Monastery. The Community had been 1n possession of this preciocus
treasure for four yvears when, on September 15, 183%, Bisnop oz Fins
made his canonical visit. The religious begged him to aiis L
to contemplate the heart of their Venerabie Mother Foundress n 713
presence, but His Eminence refused in order not to become an obsia-
cie to the canonization of this servant of God., He Looshk pots o
the report which the Mothers of Gourguillon had drawn up ang had
deposited in the envelopes which were wrapped arcoung thi Ligzsa

heart. He did this without breaking the seais of th= Order which
were affixed to it. ’

The bishop himself drew up a new report which he seajed with
the seal of the archdiocese;

We, Jean PFaul Gaston de Pins, Archbhisnop of Amasie,
Apostolic Administrator of the diocese of Lycon and of vYienna.

in view of the request presented to us by Lhnz Sziiyicuz
of the lncarnate Word of the Monastery of Lyon, Jugs =2 Pai
(Judge of Peace) Street, from which 7t 15 evident:

That on September 11, 1610, Mother de Mateil, Foundrsss
of said Order, having died in her Monastery in Parss, nad har
heart enclosed in a lead beox 1n the shape of a heart andg
marked with the seal of the Ordsr, and it was caryi1ad by
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Monsieur Colombet to the Community of Lyon, located at
Gourguillon.

That this precious delivery was received with all haste
and due respect; that they placed it in the Choir of the Re-
ligious near the grille, in a alcove in the wall closed with
a copper plaque of about 14 inches high by 18 inches wide,
bearing an engraved inscription which began with the words:
in the name of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. Here lies the heart of our illustrious Mother Jeanne
Chezard de Matel, Teacher and Foundress of the Order of the
Religious of the Incarnate Word and of the wFst Blessed
Sacrament, etc...

The above-mentioned petition was accompanied by the
precious relic, that is, by the heart already mentioned, en-
closed in silk ..{(word unclear).. and with a humble prayer
to officially identify it. We then proceeded to open the
said envelope on the lower left side in such a way as to be
able to extract a paper dated August 19, 1792; this was a
statement signed by all of the Community. From this paper
it seems that all of the Religious, on the eve of besing de-
ported, removed said heart, wrapped it Tirst in white linen
and then 1in poppy-red silk serge. All of that was then
sealed with the seal of the Order at the hollow of the heart
and on the bottom of the red envelope, in order to secure it.

It was explained to us that the Superior, the Treasurer,
the Councilors and all of the Religious carried this package
to their place of refuge, the Palagnolle House on Calas
Street, at the Russian cross, where it remained until 1821,
At that time, Madame Gruyas and Sister Fillion, the oniy
survivors, carried the heart to the home of Mesdames Savy and
Piongaud, with whom they were reunited, at #25 Judge of Pesace
Street. In this last home, Madame Gruyas and Sister Fillion
died 1in 1832 and 1834, respectively. Mesdames Savy and
Piongaud, surviving them, decided it would be fitting to
place the heart in the new Monastery of the Incarnate Word,
recently founded in the same street, Judge of Peace, across
from their House. Conseqguently, 1in May of 1834, they en-
trusted the delivery to Father Galtier, chaplain of the
Monastery, who hastened to put 1t temporarily in a tabernacie
on the altar in the front choir of the Chapel.

This 1is sufficient for certain identification of the
above-mentioned heart, which passed from trustworthy hand to
trustworthy hand from August 19, 1792, and to the new IMon-
astery of the Incarnate Word, located on Judge of FPeace
Street, in 1834.

And since this pious relic has not for an 1nstant left
the hands of the Religious of the Incarnate Word since that
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day, September 18, 1838, and since Madame Savy herself en-
tered the new Monastery of that respectable Order, we zare
happy to recognize and to clothe with our authoraity the
deposit of this precious treasure. We restored the al-
ready-mentioned petition from August 19, 1792, to its place
with the heart, under the red serge. We added the present
statement of recognition, and after having had the opening
sewed, we affixed a red silk tie to the heart with our seal
which is the third one, having left the two seals of the
Order 1intact. We returned all of this to the Religious of
said Monastery for their use.

Given at Lyons, 1n our archbishopric palace, on
Wednesday, September 18, 1839.

+ J. P. Gaston de Pins, Archbishop
of Amasie, Administrator of Lyon

by Monseigneur Allibert, sec.

Five days after the verification of the i1dentity of the ven-
erable Mother de Matel's heart, on Monday, September 23, 1839,
Mother Marie of the Blessed Sacrament Savy, went to sleep in the
Lord at 78 years of age. Some time before her death, she had lost
the use of her faculties; but she recovered them fully at the mo-
ment she received the last rites. God restored her faculties so
that she was able to enjoy the great act which had just besn ac-
complished. A few minutes before her death, she was completely
lucid, and she was filled with an indescribable joy at the sight
of a procession of virgins led by St. John and by the vensrable
Foundress, Jeanne Marie of Jesus Chezard de Matel.
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CHAPTER VI 11

Gratitude - Spiritual Discernment -
Administration - Extraordinary Acts -~
Last Days - Death - Funeral

A soul as gifted as that of Mother Marie Angelique couldn't
avoid being eminently susceptible to feelings of gratitude, and one
could perhaps see in the namy acts of Providence on her behalf, a
response to her gratitude., She was remarkable in her actions on
behalf of the worthy Father Galtier. She actively solicited let-
ters from Bishop de Pins which would recognize the venerated Father
as the authentic Founder (of the restoration) and guarantee him all
corresponding privileges. That act was promulgated 1n the Communi-
ty on January 1, 1839. Later she did all in her power to obtain
for him the Canon's cape, first from Galveston and then from Lyons.

The tncarnate Word had given Mother Marie Angelique, to a high
degree, the precious gift of a rare spiritual discernment, and each
one of daughters enjoyed the experience of it. To tim- 1d, fearful
and easily discouraged souls, her compassionate, motherly direction
opened the way to confidence. The weak, the lazy, the cowardly,
and the irresolute received a vigorous and firm push to enter gen-
erously intoc the ways of perfection, and found themselves persis-
tently sustained in the battie. Those who revealed a haughty and
presumptions nature, joined to a serious desire for self correc-
tion, were not spared opportunities to humble themselves, and in
this they found precious help in overcoming themselves. Finaily,
those souls who were called to great perfection, and whose steps
were straying from the true path, found in her an experienced and
trustworthy guide. In general, the worthy Mother somewhat dis-
trusted extraordinary states. She had to see solid and exceptional
virtue in order to recognize faith. "My sisters,” she said pleas-
antly, "do not play at being Therese, because | warn you that you
will not win with me."” However, God gave her more than once the
consolation of meeting a real Therese among her daughters.

A young woman of Saint Etienne came, at the age of 29 years,
asking for admission to the Monastery. The origin of her vocation
was so strange that the Community hesitated at first to receive
her, but later their fears vanished. She had first made a resoiu-
tion to live as a ceiibate, but without dreaming of becoming a re-
ligiocus. She had made numerous novenas in order to know with cer-
tainty God's will for her; but the Lord had not replied. She
therefore believed that she was called to share her heart with
another creature. The marriage contract was made, the wedding
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dress bought and the engagement celebrated. On the evening of the
day of its celebration, Miss Gouilloux* was stricken with a cere-
bral fever and violent delerium. That night, during an attack, she
jumped out of a window and, dressed only in her petticoat and cami-
sole, fled across town. Arriving at the gates of the military
post, she resisted the soldiers who tried to stop her. HNot being
acquainted with her and thus not knowing with whom they were deal-
ing, one of the two unsheathed his sword and struck her several
blows, from which she still has scars, notably on her face. They
took her forcibly to the guard house where she remained until her
family, who were searching for her, finally learned that she was
there. Her delirium lasted for six weeks. Having lost hope, her
father was inspired to dedicate her to Our Lady of Fourviere, and
to promise that if his daughter should be cured, she would uo on
pilgrimage to that venerated sanctuary. The Holy Virgin rewarded
the faith of this Christian father and his request was fulfi! . ed.

As soon as she could, Miss Gouilloux fulfilled the vow her
father had made. She took advantage of her stay at Fourviere to
make a retreat under the direction of Father Marion, the chaplain
of the holy sanctuary. This respectabie priest had a reputation
for being saintly. Without doubt the Lord made him understand that
this subject would raise herself to a high degree of perfection,
because he didn't hesitate to tell her with great authority that
he would not respond to her greeting if she didn't consecrate her-
self to God. Docile in response to this warning, Miss Gouilloux
chose a religious house and, on the day after the Feast of the
Assumption, she came to our Monastery to make her retreat. When
it was finished she requested admission. Her tall stature and
frightful thinness, in addition to the scars on her face, made her
seem so uncharming that the sisters decided to dismiss her. Mother
Marie Angelique came to announce this decision to her. At the
news, Miss Anne stood up, greeted her respectfully and replied with
humility, but with firmness: "My Mother, since | have been in your
holy house, | have found so many consolations that | do not want
to leave it. Here is the will of one of my uncles which assures
me a dowry. If you want me to be a choir religious, so be 5t; 1t
you want me to be a housekeeping sister, so be it; if you want me
to be a volunteer in the boarding school, that 1s fine; but as for
going away, | will not; and rather than go away, | consent to spend
my 1ife behind the door of the stablie."”

Reverend Mother brought her reply to the community and her
cause was won. Miss Gouilloux was admitted. When she received the
habit she received the name of Sister St. Simon of the Cross.

It didn't take long to recognize the treasure which had just

been acquired. Sweet, humble, obedient, charitable and devoted,
she made herself as a child in the hands of her Superior and a: the
last of all among the sisters. Her meditation and her intimate
union with God were constant. She looked for Him everywhere, saw

Him in everything, wanted only Him alone, and acted only 1n a
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continual spirit of sacrifice. Her divine Spouse sent her such
burning rays of love that she was obliged, 1i1ke the Apostle or the
indies, to ask the natural elements for some relief from the ardors
which were devouring her. When she was struck by love's intoxicat-
ing and irresistible assaults, she fled to a hut to keep this from
the knowledge of her sisters and to give more freedom to the ex-
ciamations which escaped her soul. "oh Love, Oh Love, 1f they only
knew You! You are not loved."

This lover of the Cross didn't have to wait long to tind her
own Calvary. The tortures of a horrible breast cancer, endured
with a heroic patience, succeeded in giving her all the beauty and
perfection which the Incarnate Word expected of her. An operation
became urgent. When the time came for it, that generous soul left
the Choir where she was peacefully reciting the Little Hours with
the Community, and laid down calmly on her bed of martyrdom. She
refused to be anesthetized or to take any of the drugs which could
have eased her suffering; the only support she wanted was her cru-
cifix. The surgeons, dumbfounded by such courage, and knowing the
pain they were causing her, encouraged her to at least cry out.
"it isn't necessary,"” she replied simply. The respectable Fother
had no reason to doubt the reality of the supernatural states

(two pages of manuscript missing)

e with an inexpressible happiness, the work of grace
and the marvelous operations of divine love in that soul, took
vigilant care to avoid everything which would have been able to
satisfy her self-love. When, on leaving the Choir, she saw that
Sister St. Victorine's guimpe was soaked with tears, she humbled
her, reproaching her sternly for her weakness of resoive, for
impropriety, and then imposed a penance on her. Without allowing
anyone to notice, the good Mother entreated Ged to trezt her
beloved daughter favorably.

Guided by the spirit of God which made her remarkabliy ois
cerning, Mother Marie Angelique often, without a word, reduced to
nothing the strongest temptations and the most troubling things
which her daughters came to confide 1in her. "That smelis of the
Boaster”, she loved to say. "Take care or he will caress you with
his tail or make you see with dark glasses. Believe your Mother;
she sees clearly for you."” And, briefly, she would indicate the
remedy, the path to follow, or the precautions to take.

One postulant, resolved to return teo the world because whe
couldn't recognize in herself the marks of a true vocation, came

to announce her decision. "It 1s very easy to leave, my child; i
will not keep you by force. Go, pack your bag and | will have you
returned to your family immediately.” Stupefied, the girl ashed

30



for time to reflect again. The temptation was overcome. The
supernatural foresight which had led the good Mother to make that
response was justified. That young girl was called to render great
service to the Monastery both as Mistress of Novices and as
Superior.

Reverend Mother Marie Angeligue took advantage of every op-
portunity to help her daughters advance in religiocus perfection.
The sister who took care of the fruit trees had given special care
to a young plum tree, and the tree amply fulfilled her hopes, pro-
viding her with the joy of gathering an abundance of excelient
fruit. She hurried to go and show the fruit to her Superior, who
noticed an all-toco-human, though legitimate, satisfaction 1n her
dear daughter. She Jlooked at her with a severe and saddened
expression and said to her, "My Sister, go spend a moment before
the Blessed Sacrament and ask Our Lord to give me the courage to
have that tree uprooted, since it tempts you to divide your heart
between your divine Spouse and your own self esteem.” She woulid
have done it had the sister not shown herself humbled by this
imperfection.

Another very sensitive religiocus would frequently be startied
when the clock began to chime. Without saying anything, the vir-
tuous Mother took her by the hand and pilaced her directiy under
the clock until it stopped causing her to jump.

The worthy Mother attached great -+importance to leadership.
She was always available to her daughters; nevertheless, she met
with each one once a month. Each of the sisters of the Community
and the novices, each one had her appointed time. For this purposs
she set aside the half hour between Tierce (9:00 Office) and Mass.
She also set aside the time from the end of recreation unti1! Matins
for the same purpose. She sometimes asked each sister to writes on
a little piece of paper the resolution she had made during retreat

that month, and give it to her. She returned these after having
added at the bottom a word or some advice, followed by her signa-
ture. She remembered all of these resolutions and was able to

recall them as needed.

That tireless Mother never missed going to give instruction
to the novices twice a week even though she hadn't assumed respon-
sibility for the novitiate 1in addition to being Superior. She
always arrived at the novitiate holding under her arm a large old
Bible from which she selected her most beautiful exhortations. She
was inexhaustible in the practical applications she could make from
the acts of her brave David, as she called him, of her good Abra-
ham, her dear Isaac, her good Jacob, her faithful Joseph, and all
of the other characters of the 0ld Testament. in all of these
judicious and striking exhortations she presented faults and vir-
tues in an ingenious manner, with all the ugliness of the former
and the beauty of the latter.
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"My children, when obedience sends you 1n search of she-
asses, be assured that you will find the Kingdom of Israel, your
Spouse. Don't load yourselves down with heavy weapons, with a bag
of tricks, or with disguises in order to attack your Goiiath. You
are too small to make use of the armor of Saul. Face your enemy
with the slingshot of humility, simplicity, obedience, cornrtidence
and love and you will vanguish him with these five stones. Maybe
just the first one alone will be enough. You are dry, sven luke-
warm. Be like other Nehemiahs; go into the well of the heart of
Jesus, taking from it the sacred fire which is hidden there, and
which is waiting for you to come searching for it in order to burn
in you again with even more spiendor."” "There 1s a storm 1n vour
soul. Sit humbly at the door of your palace. Haman will come and
go. Don't get up, don't move, don't look at him and don't trust
him. He will erect a gallows for you. Put your trust i1n Mary,
your Esther. She will intercede for you with the divine Ahasuerus.
Then you will find your Mother, on behalf of the King, taking
charge of putting your Haman on the gallows, 1f you will let her
do it."

When the Bible text didn't apply to her topic, she woula open
the Mistress' desk and take out either the Constitutions or the
Novices' Directory, which she would then explain clearily and
precisely. She was always encouraging; "God tempers the wind"#*
was one of her favorite maxims.

"Humility, always humility everywhere and in everything,” she
often repeated. "No worrying; no complaints about the share of His
gifts which the good Lord has given us. Be simple and candid. Ho

reticence; no secret thoughts. May you be as flexible as soft
dough in the hands of your Superiors so that it can truthfully be
said of each one of you that she 1is an instrument. No weanness;
be strong, courageous and faithful in the smallest things. The
smaller the action, the more it must draw your attention. But
above all, do all of this simply, for the eyes of God alone. De-
velop the habit of acting naturally supernatural. Flee from all

affectation and ridiculous airs. Never allow even the least vain
glory to enter your soul.” She liked to say that if the Judgment
didn't acquit us, at least we could ease its bad effects by
humility.

No doubt the venerated Mother's desire to remain unknhown and
hidden led her to keep secret many facts about the ways the Incar-
nate Word saw fit to reward her loving confidence 1n Him. As a
result, those anecdotes which her daughters were able to collect
were very rare.

¥ Translator's note: Iwasunable to find a good translation for
this proverb; literally it says: "To the little netions-
seller, a small basket; to the sheared sheep, God tempers
the wind.” J.0.
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One night, she suddeniy got a high fever with severe sweating.
She called, but in vain, to the sister who occupied the cell near-
est to hers. So, turning to her guardian angel, she prayed that
he would alert the nurse that she had a pressing need of her help.
While praying thus, she noticed a ghost at the other end of her
room; but, believing this to be an effect of the fever, she didn t
get excited. At the same time, Sister Saint Joseph of the Nativity

was awakened with a start by a voice which said to her: "Get up
gquickly and go to your Superior; she needs your services.” She
dressed hurriedly and left her cell. While on her way she was

thinking that maybe she shouldn't have taken the warning seriously.
Besides, seeing a stranger standing at +the door of Reverend
Mother's room, who seemed to want to keep her out, she decided that
she was having halucinations and returned to bed considerabiy

frightened. Once again she heard, “"Your Superior 1is in danger.
If you do not get up promptly she will die, and you will be the
cause of the loss of the Foundation.” Immediately she ran to the

worthy Mother's side, and both of them praised and blessed Provi-
dence for this new demonstration of protection which had been
granted to them by the intervention of their good guardian angeis.

At the beginning of the restoration of the Monastery, Mother
Marie Angelique saw 1n a dream a brilliant, star-studded cross
which was leaving from their enclosure and going 1in the direction
of America. |t proved to be more than a dream. It was a prophetic
vision of an event that would take place later. She understood
that when, in 1852, she encountered among her daughters some gen-
erous souls who were only waiting for some sign of the divine will
before carrying the name of the Incarnate Word to the iNew Wor ld.
The first to leave numbered four. They were the four angles of the
luminous cross.

Twenty-four years later, in 1876, one of the Reliigious of the
Monastery of Brownsville wrote 1in confidence to the Vensrable
Founding Father that she had received a revelation from God that
Reverend Mother Marie Angelique was one of the souls most elevated
in perfection during her time. That religious woman died some ©ime
before the worthy Mother, but Father Galtier kept her letter secret
until after the funeral of the Restorer. While reading the l=tter
to the COmmunity, he added that he knew Sister Marie Xavier very
well and that he had great faith in what she had revealed to him.

When it was decided to found the convent of Belmont, they
entrusted the building which was to be erected to an architect of
bad faith who cruelly compromised on the expectations of the
Founders; this is recounted in detail in the annals of the ronas-
tery of Lyon. The day when Mother Marie Angelique, acting 1in her
capacity as Superior, had to sign the contract demandsd by the
architect, she was overcome with an indescribable anguish. Pros-
trate at the foot of the altar, she entreated Our Lord to enlighten
her and come to her aid. She also saw in a visicen the future
convent of Belmont roliing over onto the convent of Lyon and
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crushing 1it. Terrified, she lost coenscicusness of everything
around her. She was alone in the Chapel at the time. When she
regained her senses she found herself, without knowing how she got
there, in her stall which was the one most distant from the sanc-
tuary. She offered herself as a victim to the Incarnate Word, and
then left the Choir to go on her knees to sign the contract which
was to cause her so much sorrow.

When Father Jean Millet was ordained a priest in 1873, every-
one conjectured that God had revealed to her His plans tor the
young abbot because she recommended him to the prayers of the Com-
munity with a particular insistance, adding that he might cne day
become our chaplain. Fifteen years later her predictions were
realized.

In March of 1876, the honorable Mother suffered a very serious
case of pneumonia. During her 1illness she received the last rites.
During this sad but consoling ceremony, she heard a voice that said
to her: "No, it isn't the end of your 1life. Sti1l1l five more
years!"” From that time on she was certain and reassured the Com-
munity that she would not die of that illness. Her prediction was
verified precisely.

Her daughters are justified in believing that s1x days pefore
her death their beloved Mother received a particular favor from the

Holy Virgin, because they heard her call out several times: "aAh!
How good is the Holy Virgin! My good Mother, how have you been
able to hide that from me until now? Ah! | never knew how good vou
were!" Questioned later as to the significance of these words, she

did not want to comment.

Mother Marie Angeligue was loyally and tenderly loved by azll
of her children and this affection was also observed by outsiders
who had dealings with the Monastery. When the symptoms of that
terrible illness which was going to ravish her and whose existence
was still unknown to all, began to show in a more threatening way,
she jokingly said to the doctor one day that she didn't want to die
before reaching the age of 80. Dr. Ravinet replied, "Mother, |
will do everything in my power to get you there but, in any case,
I am asking God to grant me the grace of dying before you do so
that | won't have to witness the grief of your daughters.” This
prayer was granted. This was his last visit and he died eight days
later.

That venerable Mother was so universally loved, even outside
the Monastery, that at the news of the danger in which she rouna
herself, numerous messages or sympathy arrived. His Eminence,
Cardinal Carerot, while away, sent his paternal benediction and on
his return he came three times to wvisit and bleszs her. In
addition, the Vicar General, the Superior, Bishops Dubuis ana
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Charbonnel, as well as the former Superior, Father Gouthe Soulard,

all came to visit. Visitors crowded into the parlor to get news
of her. Realizing that she was the object of so much sympathy, the
humble Mother said, weeping tears of thankfulness, "Dear God, |

never knew that you had given me so many friends."'

A month before her death, wanting to prepare the Community for
the sacrifice which would be demanded of her sooner or later, she
began the annual retreat. She thought that her funeral would take
place during these holy days and that the elections would serve as
the ciosing activity of the Exercises. She said that in tris way
the Monastery would regain its peace and return to its regular
schedule immediately.

The siters couldn't tear themselves away from their beloved
Mother's bedside. Her constant patience, her serenity, her peace
and her trust in the sister nurse and 1n Sister Assistant were
continually a source of edification and admiration for them. Smil-
ing, she told them, "My children, ailways remain very faithful to
your vows and to the Rule and all will continue to go well. But
| am not leaving you; | still have more than two or three years to
go. | will ask the good Lord to let me spend them in your midst.
if you aren't good, | will pull some pranks, and then you d better
watch out!”

The dear Patient constantly asked them to lieave her door open
so that all of her daughters wouid have free access to her, and
also so that she would have the consolation of seeing them. She
recognized all of them and gave them, in general and in particular,
her last maternal advice. She didn't want them to grieve for her,
but asked that they rejoice at her deliverance and encouraged them
to sing for her the Salve Regina with strong voices and without any
tears. She often joined them in reciting the various psalms which
best fulfillied the desires of her great soul. Constantly spiringing
from her heart were ardent aspirations such as: "What 1s there for
me in heaven, and what do | want on earth, 1f not Jesus Christ, my
iife?" and "In death for Him is gain for me!"” The other short
prayers which came most frequently to her lips were the 1nvocations
of the Litany of the Blessed Sacrament.

Each night the Community gathered around her bed befor=z Matins
to receive her blessing. The courageocus Mother wanted thus to
accomplish her duty until the end. She was so weak that Sister
Assistant had to hold up her arm in order for her to trace the Sign
of the Cross on the bowed heads. Ordinarily, she added a few
tenderly affectionate words of maternal encouragement and consola-
tion. There was something very moving and solemn about this bene-
diction. The venerable Mother who was giving the blessing was on
the threshold of eternity, and her daughters feared that each time
might be the last. They left in silence, repressing their grief,
and the dear dying Mother gave each one a look and a smile whnich
contained all of her maternal heart.
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The moment of her death seemed to have been revealed to her
because, on the morning of October 8, she requested that Father
Galtier be at her side to help her at 6:00 that evening. After
Vespers she kissed those of her daughters who were present. Soon
everyone realized that the hour of the great sacrifice was near,
and they gathered around her bed once more. At five o'clock they
recited the Crown of Qur Lord. The dying saint asked for her ro-
sary and responded to the first Our Fathers with her usual fervor.
Then, feeling herself weaken, she gave it to the nurse with gesture
that seemed to say: that is enough, | can do no more! Then she
gazed at Sister Assistant with such a serious and penetrating look
that Sister could hardly bear it. She held the Crucifix before her
eyes, but in vain. Had God revealed to that soul a future which
she could no longer express, having lost the ability to speak at
the same moment?

She entered into a sweet agony in which she appeared to have
retained her faculties. Her eyes closed peacefully, her lips be-
came immobile and her breathing weakened. She made another slight
movement to kiss the Crucifix which the worthy Father presented to
her, and let out three long sighs. Heaven sang a hymn of triumph
and her daughters let out a cry of sorrow. They no longer had a
Mother!... It was 6 o'clock in the evening of October 8, 1881,
The vernerble deceased was 79 years old. She had lived 56 years
in religious life and had spent 49 of those at the tlonastery of
Lyon, for whose restoration she had been responsible.

Her mortal remains were on view to the Chapter until after
Doctor Binet extracted her heart which took place on October 10 at
9 o'clock in the morning.

On Sunday, October 9, His Eminence Cardinal Caverot came to
pray for a few minutes beside her. On seeing her he cried out,
"How good 1is the sleep of the just!" He came again the next even-
ing, so profound was the respect which he felt for the virtue of
the deceased. When he had gone, they 131fted the bedy and moved 1t
to the interior chapel until the next day, Tuesday the 11th, when
it would be necessary to leave her forever. They put the coftin
in the exterior chapel and recited the Office for the Dead at 9
o'clock. Father Richoud, Superior, celebrated the Holy Sacrifice
and Bishop Charbonnel said the Absolution. |t had been a mission-
ary archbishop who had handed her the Superior's staff forty-five
years earlier, and it was another missionary bishop who blessed her
venerable remains before they were committed to the tomb. She was
laid in the tomb of the Gaitier family because they were unable to
obtain permission to keep her within the enclosure of the
Monastery.
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