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CHAPTER V 

irit of f1arie Angel ique 

of the Incarnation -

Love of the Rule - Zeal in Having It Observed 

The zea 1 and ion a 1 qua 1 it i es vii th i ch the Lor was 
pleased to fill the Reverend Mother Marie Angelique of the incsr~ 
nation, and the faithfulness with which she had r to it, 
rendered her like the strong Woman of which our holy Books speak. 
All of her acts were stamped with living faith, wisdom, virility, 
prudence, and integrity. She went about her without any fear 
for what people would say, wi thinking if her actions would 
please or displease people, without any other view than that of 
God, whose pleasure she sou in ever hing. The events, some­
times crucifying as they were, did not at all shake her confidence 
in Divine Providence, and more than once she saw that invi 1b e 
confidence rewarded in a surp[rising manner. 

She had a remarkable itude for worldly arra1rs, and knew 
how to treat them with a just view, loyalty and an unequivocal 
rectitude. Her speech perfectly reflected her thou s, w1cn no 
mental reservations or vague or evasive words which could give rise 
to diverse interpretations. Her sting spirit was serious and 
tolerant, little susceptible to the fantasies of the imagination. 
In succession, it siezed the question, saw immediately the dange•~ 

or the advantage of what was proposed to her, and thus did not al­
low herself to be tricked. 

She ad responsibility for her decisions and her actions, 
and never changed her mind unless she was aware of having made an 
error prejudicial to someone or harmful to the general of the 
Community, her courage faced struggles difficulties with vigor. 
She recoiled only in face of impossible, but then ad it 
with peace, seeing in these obstacles manifestation of thew 1 I 
of God. 

Since she was of a consistently even dispositionJ her face 
never betrayed the worries, the sadness or the sufferings inherent 
in her ca 11 i ng. In a 11 circumstances the tone of her voice as 
moderate and without inflection. Her bearing was always dignified; 
her gestures, thou sober, were energetic and esolute; her 
laughter was sincere and she had a lively, but kindly regard. Her 
manner was modest, fable and open, revealing a soul wh1 1r-
ably combined str h and graciousness. 



Mother Marie lique, invested with the authority of 
Superior, as we have noted in the pr ing ch en, has ened 
have the Rule obser as fully as was in her power to do so. The 
religious spirit with which she was animated made her, f•·om he 
beginning, take literally the Article of the Constitutions whi 
ordered the Superior to make horse 1f the mode 1 for l'•er i oc!<. 
Therefore, she was always, until her dying breath, a living Rule. 

Thus, when se1·ious illness k her in bed, she never 1s· 
pensed with getting up at five o'clock at the first sound of the 
bell and, a quarter of an hour later, making her o he Cross, 
an exercise to which s was deep 1 y devoted. It was on y 1:wc 
months before her death that she gave up rising at the •·egu ar 
hour. 

This worthy had an extraordinary devotion to the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass; she said that she keenly felt a great con­
solation in plunging her soul into the pool of Divine Blood wh1ch 
she contemplated at the foot of the Cross after the raising of the 
Holy Chalice. In spite of her advanced age, she ass1sted at the 
entire Mass on her knees, as the Rule required, she remained 
in that posture during the prayers of thanksgiving. Ex 1nthe 
case of a serious illness which obli her to remain complete! 
in bed, she never abstai from ing the holy Mass. During 
the last six months of 1 ife, when the terrible cancerous tumo•· 
from which she died was making fr ful progr·ess, e stren 
declined rapidly. Nevertheless, not wanting to renounce the com­
fort of daily Communion, she had the courage, for four· more 
months, to get up every day at five o'clock and go down to the 
Chapel to attend the Holy Sacrifice. On August 2, 1881, she went 
there, and to the refectory, for the last time. It was just two 
months before her death and she was almost 80 years old. Howev 
she still could not resign herself to no longer enjoying the bene­
fit of attendance at the Sacrifice of the Altar. Unab e to go cown 
to the Chapel, she went to hear Mass in the Conference gallery, 
from which she coo 1 d see the a 1 tar and most of the cho 1 r. The 
priestly vestments, the companionship of the ceremonies, especially 
that of Communion, and the meditation and pi of her daug .ten; 
entranced her. Weeping with joy and gratitude she e cla1med, "'oh, 
my children, I didn't know that God had used a poor instrument like 
me to do such beautiful things. How wonderful it is!· 

Mother St. Pierre, Superior of the Sisters of of t e 
Incarnate Word of San Antonio, Texas, had given the Common i ty e 
passage of a chant in parts, entit1 " elus." The ;~eserend 

Mother wanted it learned and sung on the Feast of the Ass ion. 
During that Mass, she was overcome with violent vomiting; neve!-~ 

eless, she didn't leave the gallery end continued giving deep and 
pious attention to the chant. It pleased her very much because 1t 
responded to her ardent love for the mystery of the Incarnate Word. 
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In reward for her dauntless generosity, God didn't permit her 
even once to be ived of daily Communion until her last d when 
the rules in effect then didn't permit her to receive Holy Vist• 
cum. The worthy Father Galtier, who was 83 years old h1mself, e 
at midnight in order to carry her celestial food to her. 

When Mother Marie 1 i que returned frorn the ho 1 y I B, h 
love wi which her heart was aflame was reflected i her who e 
person and gave her the majestic bearing of a queen. it was not 
only her daughters who lev to contemplate that impos ng manner; 
the boarders a 1 so ex peri anced her charm and found thems 1 ves 
recollected. 

If the Eucharist was her· happiness, drawing na\'1 str · :J• 

the divine Blood in the blessing of Absolution was no less a canso~ 
lation for her soul. She resorted to it often throu devot1on and 
made frequent general confessions which lasted barely two mi utes. 
!n spite of the desire she felt to purify herself more and more, 
it often happened that she didn't have even the smallest lapse at 
which to accuse herself. One day she said to her confessor with 
her norma 1 candor, 1i Father, the gr·ace of God my cons "i ence 
reproaches me for nothing this week." ,"he replied, clos1ng 
the gri 11, "God didn't loan you his glasses." 

For fif -six years she had no other guidance than n 
priest to the Lord had intrusted her on her entry nto re 1~ 

gious life. On the ordinarily desi for the ConfessiOJl 
of the Sisters, she invariably confessed t1rst.. At the times 
required discipline she never failed to present herself to th 
extraordinary confessors in order to accomplish the wil I of God. 
She a 1 ways said her morning and evening pray sal' on her nees. 
These were exercises she never missed, and went to punctua I at 
the sound of the bell. 

During the recitation of the Of ice and her meditat on, her 
bearing, the piety and seriousness with which she made the bows 
prescribed in the ceremonial, her tone and manner o ecit1ng the 
psalmody, a 11 revea 1 ed her persona 1 union with God. When she 
officiated on solemn feasts, her "Deus 1n adjutori had sue 
vibrance that it rais up, as if by force, any hearts that were 
cold or agitated. Only ex ionally serious reasons cound con 
vines her to absent herself from the Office. 

Until her last illness and in spite of her g eat aget th 
valiant Mother observed all of the fasts of the Church and oft e 
Order. She was such a respectful observer of whet ou Constitu­
tions prescribed that when circumstances arose which prevented the 
Communi from keeping the week y fast, she didn't take advantage 
of the ri to grant a general dispensation, but called on cne or 
two souls of will to accomplish that penance in the name 
all. The ecclesiastical authority had given perm1ss on to !lave 
soup after Mass; in order to compensate a little for h1s departure 
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from the Ru1e 1 she had established the custom of taking this 
comfort standing, each in front of her place, in order to reca\ ·1 

that it was only a favor that she had obtained reason of t e 
feebleness her health. Those sisters who were il 1 or tired had 
to ask permission to be seated. This custom cont1 ed 1n For· e 
until her death. 

She fr ly practiced self-flagel at1on and sed a h 1 
shirt. Almost every day, and often several times a day, he 
practiced strict disci p 11 nes ~ Whenever she wanted to obta 'l 
something from God, she resort to this method. At he time of 
the assination of Monsignor Sibour she assi the scou g or the 
sake of discipline and for the conversion of the unhappy assasi 
Hardly had the penitential exercise n ·when an 1 vis le bu 
irresitible force snat the scourge from her hand and sent 1c 
fl ing to the far end of the ch er room where it was found 

day, hidden in a corner. 

The Mother regarded regulaity and he common 11 e as 
among the most perfect mortifications. She herself, while goving 
continual example, arr the dut1es of her off1 e in such a 
manner that no obstacle, except in unforeseen cases, prevent her 
presence at the common exercises, even the most or inary, because. 
she said, keeping even the least rules 1s the salvat or c e 
Communi 

She never absented herself from the efector ; and en sh 
found herself occupied by some business, she made the effcr to e 
on time for the blessing of the meal. She didn't ace ar food 
other than that which was serv to the Communi , and ener 10 

ally rejected anything which seemed to her to be any •n o1s-
tinction. When she finished eating before her dau tars, which 
happened rather often, she would replace the reader} seated at t 
lectern like a simple religious, or she would remain standing on 
the first step until the end of the meal. 

After e prayers, she required that all of the sis1:e1·s be 
oresent for the "Praised be" which she a1ways reC'J sd r,, se 
On y the religious who h served in the refectory, t e eader an 
those who took care of the chi 1 dren were dispensed from being 
present for the opening of recreation. However, even they had 
re in the Communi as soon as possible and without goon er 
else. 

Mother Marie lique gave the sign to go for a walk he 
weather was nice, or for meeting in the Community Room if rain or 
the temperature didn't permit going out. She concluded e J s 
procession surrounded not by dignitaries, but by those who new how 
to s i eze the pI ace, be the youngest of the ent. ut, 
whether they were indoors or outdoors, she didn't a them to go 
rep ly with the same companions. e lik to see her dau 
tars relaxed in spirit, each one taking part in the communal joy. 

4 



Her sari tly character contributed to the ecreat 
en le. Never arting from eligious , her 1au 
contagious, chasing away melancholy and lightening hea;~ts. She 
was, indeed, the er in the midst of her ch1ldren' 

Exacting though she was in giving the ex~raord1nar reo ee 
tions prescribed in the Rule, she only rarely granted y aa t1c 
al ones. Ex for the feast day of the Wort ounder and er 
own feast J when she aut i zed recreation in t e re ect 
during lunch and dinner, she never wanted to allow conv sat1on 
during the meal. She dispensed with the R ing only on • da 
of Investiture and Profession when the ceremony had taken place 1 
the morning and they had just heard a sermon; but they k 1lenoe 
during the meal. When, as an exception, they had coffee at di r1er. 
she permitted only that they their cup with a n1fe to appl 
the coffee er. Everything else, she insisted, was agai st the 
Constitutions. 

Mother Marie lique was not content to refuse erself 31 

ex ions, be it for eating, for clothing or for bedding; she 
didn•t ex herself from any chore. Leading er oau tars sh 
carri rocks, leveled pathways, dried grasses, raked, gathet~ed 
apples, picked grapes and washed linens. On s when n Commu­
ni did lao y she had her tub placed so tht she ceo d see a i 

the Sisters and also receive, without disturbing her wor 
who had ing to say to her. At the usus hou , sh ers 
did the Reading. If it wasn't a fast , she allowao ,~eu;~eatr 

during the light meal they brou to the laundry room. With er 
dau s she tasted app 1 es from the s, ate a s ntu ': v:' 1:0 

cheese from the common p 1 ate and took the f i l~st bit l come 
bread from the basket. This ordinar1ly made up the menu for a 
snack. She took her turn doing dishes on the evenings be a feast 
days; and on these days, after giving recreation to e Ccmmu 1 

she headed toward the kitchen with charming simplicity, her wcooe 
s in h and her apron under her arm. She careful ! y e s e 
that all of the Sisters, in their turn, praot this act 

ili e si and the infirm were excused. 

until e last year of her long life she was seen each even1n 
visiting t bedrooms a er of an r after sunset. e,-, a 
storm arose during the night, she was the first one up, 1n up 
to the dormitory to pray with her dau tars, with arms crosse , r 
fromt of the altar of Our Lady of the Sevan Sorrows. S a was heard 
sometimes saying aloud that heJ~oic offer-u;g 1 Lor , if 
need of victims, we are here~ Strike us!'' 

There was no circumstances which would prevent her t om •O 

ing the weekly Chapter of Faults. When she anticipated some cbst 
ole to having it take place on F1~i , she moved ·; tc ·s mos 
favorable When she was confined to bed; the whole Commu ity 
gathered ,;:u~ound ner b for the genera 1 confess ion, -~ 

before her death, when she could no longer go down tc Mas 1n t e 
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chapel because she was too weak in the mornings, shes ill retur 
to the Ch er room on August 5 in order~ to ho 1 d Chapter! 
following Friday, August 12, str h betrayed her courage an 
she was obliged to ho 1 d it in the Communi Roo1n \Yh 1 ch a:: atsd 
next to her cell. At this apter she made some observac1 
even some reprimands Y.Jh i ch revea 1 ed that the c;f 
obsarvances was still dear to her heart. A week 

9, she again left her bed at the hour requH·ed her c p: :o 
over the Faults; that time she was able to do so only with tne hal 
of some cologne which Sister Assistant made her at e. war 
indeed her last Ch er; on the 29th of August she expi ed. 

The Ch of Faults had a true attraction for he oau &e 
for whom it was a comfort. They lev to hear her energeti '"'vj 
motherly words; and at the same time, her brief and cere 0 a or­
tations were without affectation in tone or gesture, 
dignified, justified and fruitful. Their theme was 1 
short reading which she did at the beginning from either t 
st i tut i ens, the Directory, the Ceremon i a 1 or the f < 
the Rule, according to the need. She was devot to 
ples of the infractions she observed, ass1gn1ng hd 2nd 
indicating the practice] remedy. Very rarely did she po1 
fault using vague terms and implications. lf e t-vac G 

understood by the delinquent, and if she hadn't corrected 
following Chapter, she then s e point blank and end ai 
cation. She carried out the same regulari in ho ding 
each Sunday. At the appointed hour, the Counse ors, without de:a 
entered her room together. No one, whatever the duties she had to 
fulfill, left before the Council was fin1shed. 

Mother Mar"ie Angel ique had a great avers on or interviews 
with seculars in the parlors. She had the habit ot ca i i in 
the downfa 11 of the inner spirit. She sent to the 
deal with ur matters with notaries or others, to console gr1ev 
ing souls who had sought out her counsel, and to see the desp ate 
ly poor who came to ask her for chari Outs d oi sse ew 
cases where she needed to represent herse 1 she snm· tened the 
purely conventional visits, alleging as an excuse the sou r e 
be 11 which ca 1 1 ed her to an ex ere i se over' which she needed t 
preside. 

In those relationships with religious of at er orders or t 
secular Priests whi were required virtue of her o f1ce sns 
was cautious concerning their manne!"~ of th1 king, guard1 her 
appreciation of the religious life. While listening to them 
deference respect, she ed only those opin1 end coe 
sels concerning practices which were in perfect harmony with t e 
sp rit of our institute and with our customs wh1ch 5 tor herj 'Ii0t !:::: 

unchangeable. She said that a change of minima 1moort 
lead to lamentable disturbances ~n the life of re11g1ous 
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She was rigorously firm about not allow1ng an relig ous to 
be alone in the parlor. The Assistant of t e parlor nad to e at 
her on the arrival of the Sister ad been asl~ed ·r 

who had matters of conscience to dea w th needed war Rev en 
Mother if she didn't want to expose herself to havi11 h Ass st 
ant, who could not 1 eave, hear the secrets of her 
Mother Marie Angelique often subjected herself to t 1s a11d 
took with her sometimes one, sometimes another of her 
young or old, and had her take a conspicuous place near 

The same aversion which she felt for the parlors she also f'e·;~~ 

for corres ence, and her letters ai-e extr'emel ar'e" 
she couldn't abstain from all written corres enca, a e eisgat 
responsibi 1 i for this to the Secretary of the Ch c;· a?•.d c tics 
private secretary she had chosen and on whom she imposed ao oi te 
secrecy. 

Mother Marie lique, thus freed from secu dran e 
could devote herself to Commun ty life, to the fam1ly tnac sne con, 
sidered one of the strongest motivations for religious 1 f en. 
for serious reason, the apter conferred on her the duties of M s 
tress of Novices, her practical sense made her foresee 
that these duties were in ible with those of Super or. s 
former imposed on her the obligation to be habit all th 
the Novices, and the 1 atter that of 1 i vi ng 
Sisters of the Community. She resolv the difficult est 011 w 
her usual wisdom by choosing an Assistant, not ike th cal 1 t 
f in the Rule and used in numerous nov tiates si 1n a1d0 
to the Mistress of Novices, but to assume her position and du 1es 
She gave her all authori and le to her the ent1re res 10 

ity for the Novitiate, thou under her supervision. That reli 
gious was only twenty-six years old. To the objecti s t at 
raised to Rever Mother regarding tne yout o the one she h 
appointed to replace her, she replied th the Si er s qual1L 
and abilities were Well known to them, and that if she left soma 
thing to be desir , it was sti 11 less inconvenient and 1es 
gerous to give her complete authority than to ke srmp;y ar 
overseer with the obli ion of giving an exact and etailed repcr 
on the ct of the Novices, To have to ju e facts on the bas1s 
of r--eports wou 1 d have been to expos h se -to e 1 !_Jnjus 2;n 
it wou d be impossible to know and to guide the Novi using 
method, "f"1oreover 1 my chi 'ldren 1 it is not requ ~~ea wy the R 

A few days before her death, feeling pai ed whi ere iectin 
on her long years of leadership, she gave thrs 
daughters; "'My children, in keeping me in the of ice su sri 
for for -five years without interru ion, your affecti =-· 
it was well to do so. But now that i am on the erge of 
before Gt?d 1 see that you and were ong, You must ac 
this again. ange the Superior when the Rule requi es it - low 

e Rule. Believe me, e blessing of God s the!-e for you. 
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Faithful observer of all of the manners and stoms wh1ch 
observed, according to the testimony of former Mothers, at ne 
astery of Gourguillon*, Mother Marie 1ique introduc c 
except the prayers which she to Evening Prayer. :n 
during the month of March, the Communi experienced great ~r1a1s, 
including the loss of worldly possessions and the loss 
of s during a few months. A fait less r~o 
the Worthy Mother would have been discouraged. 
by an inner voice to have said , after t 
with a!"'ms crossed in presence of the Bless 
Maria, an Ave St. Jos and five Gloria Patris 
of ing St. Joseph, the sorrows of i'iar at the foo 
Cross, and of adoring the Word made Flesh throw I 

,;::_ nurno 
3-L 0 

e as ed 
permission of Monsignor De Bonald to make a vow to recite t e 
prayers for a year. The blessings obtained du 
such that the Cardinal, full of adm1ration, 
lished henceforth as a custom~ 

e valiant Mother had at heart that herd 1 a 
wou 1 d never be absent from canon i ca pr ers \J"t 

reason; even the disabled and the sick had specia 
them by her for meditation and for dedicat ns t emse ve 

fu11y to God. Those Sisters who, for~ legitimate reasons, 
rise until 6:00, h to make their meditat1on dur1119 t e 
tween the first Little Hour and Mass. And those who hac 
ab 1 e to att Evening Prayer made it up after Fecr 
before Lau 

She required that a11 of the Sis-ters be on time c>r t: ~ :::::oe 
She saw in that punctuality a preventative to diss1pation u 

lapses of si ence, which never we11t unpunished. She u crs 
very severe toward even the smallest infraction of and s1 Jence, 
be ;it whispering or in action. No one was ever :-,s;::;_r-
during that time; the House seemed y. But if she 
to immediately at t first sound of he be ar1 
they were summoned without any distraction, she 
Sisters who, antici ins what they were about to 
aside their work a minute or two before time. s 
she said 1 "but d i sordet~. And if everyone acted th 1 s 
not longer fulf 11 tha requirements of diso1plina.·· 

The t"'equests that Sisters made or h ~o be 20 

recreation under one pretext or another were in ariable ~~ 

ex in cases of exhaustion. The sic and i f 
be with the Community wer'e required to rela>-~ eth 
was only oneJ t:ne fvlother= designated somet1 s ::-:: 
sometimes another to go to Recreation with her. 

*Spelling of name unclear 1n manus ipt. 

8 



However timid a Sister was, or whatever 
doing the readings in e Sanctuary, Refec 
never ex ed her unless that religious had a er 
the 1ungs or throat, or of vision. She didn't 1 ike t:<:: 
dau s make use of ex ions too tl ut 
mined that they were generous, she herself oresaw 
a materna 1 ~cenderness and gave them 1 1 the s 

ed, even restraining them from be1ng too str-ict w1t 
selves. 

th 

The strictness with which Mother Marie An l 1 e govBI~ 2u ~ 

not prevent her from being tolerant of human weaknesses. ~ ~~ 
how to sympathize with miseries and fai ures, espec~ cs~ 
who were humble; and she was aware of the smallest s; 

chi 1dren," she said, 1 see you fa; -1 the u e er 
minute of the , if you 1 y redress your f au its 
no fear. But, if I sawyou violate it even once tho ' 
itent, I would tremble for you ~ I would tremble for t e 
because the would then be open to elaxat1an of 

9 



CHAPTER VI 

Vows- Humility- Holy Virtue 

The vows were solemn in the Order of the Incarnate Word 
before the great Revolution. The holy examples and the teachings 
h on the former Mother, Sister Marie of the Holy Sacrament 
Sevy, made Mother Marie Angelique determined to have her dau tars 
observe em as if they were still recognized as such the gov­
ernment. She made the Vows the frequent subject of her spirituel 
instruction to the Community and of her private directives. She 
had the habit of saying "My Sisters, it is with that we make 
our commitments and not with men. Nothing prevents us, when we 
take our holy vows, from having the intention, the will, to swear 
poverty, chastity and obedience in the manner our Const1tuticns 
require, in order to have the merit of solemn vows and to witness 
in is manner our love of God the solemn renunciation of 
worldly riches. But we are required to observe the letter of that 
to which we have commi curse 1 vas. If we are ca 11 ad to make and 
to sign some civil declarations, let us make them according to the 
wishes, the will of our Superiors, but in this let us regar our­
selves only as figure heads, as typewriters. Let us guat'd w th 
jealous care and in all its splendor the primary spirit of ou 
Institute which requires us all to aim for the most perfect." 

The first novice from whom she received Vows, ister Mar1e 
Therese of the Sacred Heart Galtier, gave her the joy of seeing her 
teachings followed in an exemplary manner. That dear S1ster had 
brou t, along with a pension of 1200 francs per year, a dowry of 
30,000 francs. A few years tar her ession, at the death of 
Madame Galtier, another 24,000 francs came to her, which for ap­
pearances only passed through her hands in presence of the Notary, 
and whi she turned over to the Community without asking what use 
would be made of it. She had claim, moreover, to about 40 000 
francs from a property located at Cassin which had not been sold. 
On the occasion of marriage of her youngest brat er, she gave 
an admirable example of her absolute renunciation of worldly 
He married a girl whose family had suffered great financ1a 1 reve•·s­
es. So that he would not suffer financial consequences from the 
marriage, his brothers and sisters agreed to supply a suf icient 
dowry for Mademoiselle Dupre by including him in the final d1spcs1-
tion of their interitance. They came to submit that agreement to 
Sister Marie Therese of the Sacred Heart and her to join 
with them. 

no 

''!have given ever 
ing anymore. Make 

longer my business, 

hing to God," was her only rep.ly. i hsve 
your arrang with my Superior. It is 
but hers.'" She then 1 eft, not wanting to 
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medd 1 e in any way, 1 eav i ng Reverend Mother and the Communi en­
tirely free to grant or not grant what her family asked. She 
didn't even want to know the outcome. It is superfluous to say 
that the House cooperated fully with the wishes of the Galtier 
family. 

Only once during her long tenure did Mother Marie 
Angelique have the sorrow of seeing one of her dau tars become 
estranged from her teachings. The resu 1 ts of that 1 apse were so 
fatal to the guilty one that one could recognize in the situat1on 
God's approval of the devoted Mother's views on the perfect prac­
tice of the vow of Poverty. Sister had been received without 
a dowry; she had lived an exemplary religious life for twenty-five 
years when she 1 ost her mother who, to her surprise, 1 eft hat' at'• 
inheritance of 40,000 francs. Some time afterwards the Reverend 
Mother, as was her custom, announced to the Communi how she was 
thinking of using the money. How astonished she was see the 
poor Sister rise from her chair to protest that she was oppos to 
their disposing of the money in that way. In vain, Mother Mar1e 
Angelique tried to lead her gently back to her correct role. She 
resist with such stu s that her Superior then spoke to her 
with such authority that the Sisters present shuddered with fri t: 

We1l, since you are obstinate in wanting to dispose that 
inheritance, which really is wealth of the Communi s nee 1t 
pays your dowry and your for 25 years, as well as your oth-
er expenses, you oblige me to say to you the words St. Peter spoke 
to Ananias Sapphira: ' your money perish with you!· I will 
not allow such an example and such scandal in the Community." 

Even this language didn't bring her back to her senses. The 
next she asked to leave the Cloister and return to the world 
where, shortly afterward, she was stricken with madness. 

The worthy Mother had an unshakable confidence in Providence 
and divine aid never ab her. Attentive as sh was co as~ 
suring a solid future for the Monastery procuring for it t e 
necessary resources, she never t from the spirit at recan­
cilliation and impartiality which the Rule required. Should a 
dis arise between a family and the Convent rega1~di a do;,n-, 
or inheritance, t·lother Marie Angel ique would abandon he:· Ia 1m. 
If the subject she had admitted died shortly after hav1rg made 
her profession, and family was not well off, she returned to 
them a 1 arge part of the amount of the dowry or i nher -; tance without 
their asking for it. When postulants were presented who couldn 
furnish a , she didn't refuse them for that reason, on1y 
required that they belong to an honorable family and that they have 
a spirit and a serious vocation. Talents and outward advan­
tages were as pleasing to her as a pliant character, ener 1c 
and without pretention. God so visibly blessed her supernatural 
detachment that some years before her death she was able to say 1 
an rst of gratitude: 
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"Thanks to the 1 ncar nate Word, the destiny of our i·'ionastcry 
is now strengthened as much as it can be from a worldly point of 
view. And if we are faithful and never allow laxi and love of 
ease and well-being to enter in, and if we kcep ourselves more 
more to the spirit of poverty and regularity, God wi 1 a lwa 
supply what is necessary for us." 

A few days before she died she again adv1sea ner daugh ers not 
to make it too difficult to receive new subjects who would presen 
themselves with a vocation, in order to snatch from the world 
the greatest possible number of souls. She also r that 
they always take special care to keep holy Pover 

e spirit of simplicity, uni and sisterly chari wh ch she had 
the joy, on leaving this world, to see reigning in the Commu 1t . 
She often r ed, with great enthusiasm, "Have what is necessary J 

but never anything excessive or e 1 egant; never seek exc 1 on 1 

pr or exemptions; never have two groups." 

This worthy Mother required that her daughters make the 
sacrifice of their family raits. She idn't require that they 
destroy those which were in their possession on entry into t e Con-
vent, buts did ask them to turn them over to e treasurEr. One 
day a Postulant gave her a letter in which she ged er brother 
to send her his After noticing this 7 f"lother l'lc.rie 
Angelique went immediately to the Novitiate. She met the Postu 
in the carr i dor. "Get down on your- knees, my chi 1 d," she -1 d v-;et~ 

severe 1 y. "If you want to give everything of va 1 ue to God, cu 
must renounce the childish and worldl satisfaction of keeping the 
features of your brother." ing this, she tore up the unfortu­
nate letter she held in her hand, and then added, -Thcre is +vhat 
I e of your request. Kiss the ground, then get up and go lmma-
diately to 1n your letter ever aga1n. 

When Mother Marie Ange 1 i que noted in one or· other of her 
daughters the tendency to ask for ex ions, her char i tabla 
condescension made her close her eyes two or three times to these 
little whims of taste or of will. B t necessary, she d1dn•t 
delay in firmly returning to the corset path one who wa st 1ng 
from the common life. 

Her love of pov didn't permit her to tolerate anyo1~1e s 
keeping something in reserve in the drawers of the tab es the 
refectory. All surplus had to be left on the table or res r cd to 
the o1spensary. Each awer could contain only th place setting 
and a cup- no little spoon or egg cup. 

She didn't permit hing extra i the cells, wh·1ch we1·e 
uniform in appearance. A 11 of the b s had to be made the same 
way, in the traditiona1 manner. It was sufficient to see one c:e, 
to have seen a 1 1 of them. Her own was no ex 1 on, z_n 
pictures were rep 1 by ree st statues rept~esent i ng th 
creche, which she into a little niche cut nto thew e 
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were straw chairs used the Council, and a desk on wh1ch s 
placed her little basin and pewter pit er which hac come from the 
former s. This simple desk served as her table, and i 1ae 
contained only our Rule, Directory and the S Bible. These were 
the only furnishings of her cell which she herse f cleaned as 
as her strength permitted. 

She insisted that perfect order r-eign ·in a 1 of the rccms, 
For fear that any of the Sisters become attached to her cell, e 
required that change rooms frequently, and alwa s at a time 
when it was least expected. Each was permitted to take along on1 
her mattress and bedding, her blanket, her yellow or green earthen­
ware pitcher, and the smail personal objects contained the 
drawer of the table and in the little chest be ow personal 
jects that she often inspected. The straw mattress, cha1r, table, 
chest, crucifix, pictures, basin and branch - all rema in he 
ce 11 one was 1 eav i ng. Even the broom was not exempt ft·om t 1 s 
renunciation. 

For work she authorized the use of only the 11cd i spans 1 i e 
things; a thimble, a pair of scissors, the needles necessary f 
the task on ich one was working another for mend1ng and sor1•e 
strands of ead had to suffice. en one or o'chet· of thes0 
things was lacking or if she need other supplies, e S star rae 
to explain the request on her knees and then go to eithst· tn 
Mistress of the workshop or to the Treas rer, depend on each 
case. She didn't want anyone to use an object which was for he 
use of another Sister without having asked her perm1ss1 to do sc. 
She didn't permit the antici ion of a need that mi t come up, 
or anyone having two of anyth ng. "Nothing put as·;de for a 1 

day," she said. "That is contrary to Poverty." 

Mother Marie lique didn't allow anyone to remain idle, a11d 
she herself, as always, gave the example of the use of time. 
Unless her duties momentarily called her elsewhere, s rema1n 
in the Community room, at her place, and surrendered herself invar-~ 
iable to the humble work of altering or mending the blou es the 
religious. She never worked for herselfo If someone wanted tv 
share a confidence with her or as her adv ce, she we 1 coriled er· 
with maternal kindness without interru ing her work. 

In purohas i ng for the Communi , she wanted them to s I act 
neither the best nor the worst, but something in between. She had 
a horror of hing which could give either a proximate vr r·ernote 
appearance of luxury, worldliness, or any desi e for ease, we 1-
being or comfort, and of express1ons o language ten dn t 
conform to simplici or which tended to make a show of knowl 
or learn1ng. 
wrote. 

"How far this is from the spir i 

*Spelling of name unclear in manuscri 
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When she had the most important ilding of the Monastery con 
structed, she watched over the work ery close 1 y, and used e!~ 
apron to check the measurements because she consi ered sup s 
the measuring device she had been ab 1 e to procure, S e r-ecommended 
handling all things this way. Each had the dut moo 1 

herself some sma11 privation, some s1i t displeasure 1ci-1 went 
against taste, favor, nc 1 i nation 
assure oneself of the advantages o 

or desireJ 
poverty" 

a! s LO 

On their into the Housej the Postu1ants 1n 
recognized a true vocation were put throu the school enun 
ciation. The wearing of a watch or ewelery was pr bi ed. 
tures, mementos, little trifles were turned over immed<1ately to::: the 
Mistress. Mother Marie elique was happy when e saw 
girl submit herself generously to these first renunciations, 
because she then foresaw in her a great re igious. 

However, wh i 1 e she, 1 ike a l1other", nexorab l r jected 
the superfluous, she looked after the needs of the Communit w1t 
great care, and even went that. As the nourishment of 
her dau ers, it was abundant and substantial while being ru a1 
and without 1 uxury. At 1 unch there was soup, as mu as an 
them could eat. In season there were fr its - peaches, pears an 
app 1 es ~ as much as desired. On work s t had cheese and 
bread. For dinner there was sou , a meat dish, t vege ables 
each one could take either or both, whatever suited her - and a b19 
dessert. On feast* s they added a sa ad and a second desser- . 
The Sisters of the Communi who needed an afternoon snack ca ed 
permission for it; but unless they were ill, t s sac ccns!s e 
of a 1 itt le bread soaked in wine water, the same as wnat the 
Novices had. At supper, a big plate of soup 
as a p 1 ate of vegetab 1 es and some eese. A 
v ables or green salad was passed around and a 
much of it as they wanted. Chocolate was practical i unknown. 

The sick and firm were ex 1ons to this common di 
the obJect of Reverend Mother's particular attent 
less, they used whatever comforts were granted them 
supervision of the nurse who gave them or procured for 
ex iona1 items. Without a bad co1d or f u, one ::,vok 
between meals, ex some strengthening tonics wh1 
pensed to the weak: quinine water, rose preserves and Lie 
To those of her daughters who had fragile ungs and thr 

Mother frequently gave the comfort of uncurdied 
morning, and to some, donkey milk for two weeks or more. 

While er Marie 

e 

astc, 
ats, 

in her daughters the true 
less attentive to removing 

lique was so attent ve 
religious spirit of poverty, 
from her nest whatever cou d ar ish the 

* Reads "on fast days" in the manuscript. 
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purity of her dear doves. She tried to instill 1n er Sisters~~ 
r'epugnance she fe1t for communication with stranger ·1n 
pained her as much as the slightest satis action shown from s v1s 
received from other than one's immediate fannly, tne h of 
visits was the object of scrutiny or reprimand, If a fr1end ap­
peared too often) she wouldn't send for the re igious. LB'C 

were the object of keen surveillance; if they contained worldl 
too-tender expressions, she didn't give them to those f whom 
were intended, She of al her dau tens a ver great 
serve in their bearing) in words and in the r re at 3h s 
sad that one must always be like a soldier under arms in der iH/ 

to allow oneself to be tr Her severi y was xo1·2L· 

garding particular friendships or anything that would eate su 
pision of their existence. 011ce a Novi e was the obJec th 
affection of two or three boarders, and she as not exert1 g much 
effort to a to it. After be1ng warned eve al --, 

Reverend Mother, she was finally told either to withdraw, to )eave 
the Convent or to go to the American Houses; she e t 1a~~ 

ion. When it invoived only one student 1 and the re igious was 
not cultivating the relationship, Reverend Mother removed t e ild 
if she fail to correct herself, 

The exact and perfect practice of the vow o Ob 
tracted her unfailing vigilance, She quickly discovered 
a subject's ju was submissive to authority. One e 
spectfully raise an objection to her, which she recei ed favorably 
if it was well founded. If, on the oth hand, she recog i~ c a 

ion, one~s own w 11 or any kind o passion was he sou ce, 
she firmly held to the order she ad g1ven. f lL app e ~t 

someone vio1ated an order or even a recommendation tha s e: ad 
given, a penance immediate] followed the fau1 

Mother Marie Angelique was not afraid to give ar atce io, 
to even the smallest details to train the lnd-ivt ual ;_; 
free one from the impulses of independence, To that end, she o e1 
ch the responsibi ities which were not des~; nated b ap 
ter of Elections. The Treasurer, those in chaTge f l1nens d 

1oth-lng never k the same function for very Jon 

When someone began a new charge, she wanted her, 
of , to change none of the customs t at h 

one previously in charge; e wished 
to act 1n same manner as her predecessor ·1n eve;-- t 
been approved the Superior, Throu these frequent 
vig lant Mother trained all her daughters 1n er1ous es 
ties, If a subject was absent, the ord1nary or er of the 
was not disturbed. S e showed no part a 1ty in thr: \J-1 

made among the Sisters, and appeared to have as muoh confidence 
one as in er. ! n this manner she avoided the 11 t 'I e M e 
of self-love, and petty jealousy, Her dau knew from exp 
ence that they were equally loved their Moth 
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She showed herself very severe toward acts o inaspe ence, 
and she wanted each one to make herself request permissior1 Jr i e 
sma1 !est favors, even for say1ng a few ;,vhi pet~ed s ur ;r.::; 
silence. The eldest must, if the case arose, as permissi ~ 
you "! f you have no one who can author 1 ze 1>-.::::ave the 
common room,n she said 1 "there is always some statue bef <:: ich 
you must bov1 and speak inward 1 y w th your, good ange 1, ! f th e 1 s 
no religious 1, present yow·se1f to the broom r "' an 
fallow your i impulse. She di n't perm1t them to mov 
any furnishings, even in their ce11s: without her aut 12a 1 
The bed, table, chair, chest and pictures, a1 had to 1~ema1n 1 the 
same place. 

ln this as in a1l the r-est 7 the thy !"let e!- ga'/S 

example. One time the Novicest especia 1yJ had a cnancs '~~' 
en l i ened witnessing an act of en ence i h 'i l_ 1 ed 
with admiration for their venerable ior. Because of th ge 
number of u1ants who had joined the fo d s1multaneous!y, tl;e 
were ob1 iged to move the furnitur~e 1n the Novitiate. 
enthusiasm of h, the Novices had a p1c up e al ay 
to move it somewhere else when Reverend Mother arrived nexpec ed 
and ped them. it, my childran. Our Fa acec 
in s , and we must ask him where he prefers us top ·~ 
And immediately she went to look for him. 

In a 11 circumstances she a 1 so gave many ex amp s;;; f a r· arc 
humility. Someone in great distress had come to sol ic·it ner 
ity in a pressing case. With the consent of the Oommu ct), s 
immediately gave a thousand francs for that ,-, 1 e 
time she saw the ecclesiastical Superior, she told h m what she an 
done. Monsieur Richard reprimanded her quite sharp] e~ cs 
of the Community, for~ having acted without his author-lt c;: 

humb 1 e i•1other fe 11 to her knees immediate I y, acccs. cJ sr 
i endence and asked for pardon and a penance. The Super-lor was 
so edified that act of deep and sincere humclit e 
prejudice he had felt toward the Monastery van shed and n~ ceo 
its true protector. 

Several times it happened that the enerable Father Gait er 
seemed indirectly to addr""'ess some ~-eproaches to ther ;:~ 
Angelique in his conferences. She waul y fal to er, necs 
and thank him for e warning he had given her. Then s e wocid et 
up again without betraying any emotion. 

Her humble submission did not, however, rob her of 
that was sometimes needed in defending and eser 1 c: 
traditions of the Order. One day o Investiture, when 
s astical Superior had to sign the ffic1a ct, he a 
it was written in a way that did not conform to the gu1del ~ a:'"; 
had to be corrected. !ne courageous fv!other said to hirn 1 e 
sorry, Reverend Father, but I don't recognize your ight to c an 
O!le iota of what was approved the founder a the er. 
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Since copies of the Constitutions were sx reme'l 
Communi of Lyon, with the approva 1 of Card·ina 1 de Bon 
them copied, as we 1 l as the Ru 1 e of st. gus 
Father** had an i ant in this work 
giving the Constitutions a lesa~anti ad e. 

fected er Marie elique and put her into 
p!'"'essible agony, On the one hand, hei- consclence O''"e -:., 
urgent duty of not consenting to changes of any k 1 nd. the e\-
hand, she was sor y to 1gnore the gr·eat trou l e ;::rHs ve-nsr -a.u 
Father had gone to to perform the transformation. o 
compromising her , her conscience won out and 

anges in the rewriting of the Constitutions. tc 
on 1 y the modification, presented by Abbot 

softening some expressions in the Rule of St. August1 

Faithful observer of the Ru e, she made herself ts 
defender when necessary. The family of a young Nov1ce wear 

ita veil regretted not having had her p aph mad ef 
entry into the Convent, wanted one at any pr 1 e ~ 

Mother's well- nown eal forte obser ance of th c1o 
convinced them that it would be useless to equest o 
to allow a p apher to enter or to allow t e Nov c 
for a few minutes. So they appealed to Monsignor Cave 
out making any promises to the amily, t e ard1 
Monastery and, taking Reverend Mother as de, told 
quest tna1: had been presented to n1m. f"lot er 
straightened up and, looking the Arohb i shop in t e e 
forceful negative gestur·e which she accompanied -v-; 

"Eminence, you have me guardian of the Rule; as 10~19 cs 
leave me in this posit on, I assure ou that ! w 11 
to such an infraction." The Card ina 1, amazed at her 
repli with touching kindness. ! my Jitth:;: e:­
for you to speak thus to me! I, too. am a guardian F t e 
and it makes me happy to see that you are 1n agreement Wl 

feelings. I will refuse the authorization. 

* Spel ing unc ear in the manuscri 

Reads "Founder" in e manuscri 

7 

tne 

!ove 
1 r-

j 0:::: i 



CHAPTER VI I 

Chari - Vi g i 1 a nee ~. a Devotions 

The Monastery had been in existence for only three years when 
Mother' Marie 1 ique, wishing to imitate the ! neal~ at d Hl 

her love for souls, began, with the approval of her ecclesiastJca! 
superiors, to work for the sa 1 vat ion of those v-;hom heres 
snat from the bosom of the Church. Young girls who beiongeo 
to the reformed religions who wanted to be instructed an oao 
tized, found in the Convent an asylum and the means to do so. Bu 
since the work requir contact with the outs de world ich was 
incompatible with the spirit of cloistered life, the Community ad 
to renounce the work in spite of the eat consolat1on or g t 

them. As soon as space and the number of Religious permitt 
the valiant Mother substituted for this work the Boar 1 School 

Her noble heart was sensitive to all suffering, to al tnose 
in misery. She lent her chari able assistance seer to numerou 
families. All of the indigent who presented themselves st t e 
astery received help. She came with untiring gene!~osity to 
aid of the Communities of e Order who were in distress. ne ur 
nished them not only with all of the money sh could, b t e t 
loans and even gave them some of her own religious. For man years 
she secretly provided the ses n Texas. Be ore sendi th 
postulants or novices she often k them at her side more tna•' 
a year in order to them in the spirit of he Order and o pro-
vide them with the knowl they would on arriving in Amer•-
ca. One of the last occu ions of her life was ga1n1ng ranee 
to the Minor Seminary, and something of on by the Commu 1t , 
for a young whose itude seemed to ind cats e cal- he 
Priesthood, but se parents because of thei modest esources, 
would have been unable to provide for the cost of 1s seud1es. "I 
ten years," she said to her dau tersJ "you wi 11 be no poai~e;-

you will have given a priest to the Holy Church." 

Her zeal in removing innocent souls from the war d and i0 r -

curing for the Incarnate Word the glory of being oved and s sa 
faithful spouses led her to admit to the Novitiate your g1r 

who, in the opinion of the doctors, were already exhi iti g 
toms of fats 1 illnesses. These repeated bereavement:s fa,~ 
outsiders and even the sisters, ex for two or th ee, 
know the real cause, drew blame and calumny upon the chat~itat:;ie, 

Mother. They attributed the quick deaths of young subjects 
insufficient and debi 1 itating diet. i"lother 14arie Angel ique, o•-e 
f1ed the heroic intentions which moved her, di n't c 
about e evil and slanderous rumors which circulat about rer. 
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That charitable Mother had the gift of expand sou1s and 
attaching them to herself. Thou she cou1d s1 er 
with uncommon vigor and str , she a iways na 
affection which guided her in these circumstances. she l1ad bee11 
obli to admonish a sister, she made it a poi to mee er res 
ally in order to give her a smile and ju her express1or ne 
impression left by the reprimand. If she saw the traces o va111ty 
sti 11 in revolt, she passed by wit say ng hi g. s e 
noticed a great sadness, a feeling of fear or shames 
put her hand on the shoulder of her humb ed child a11d er 1 

a tone tou with ess, "How can a daughtel" be r 
her mother? Come, kiss her quickly and for you e gooo 
do a 11 in your power not to fa 11 again into the same , c 

such behavior it was impossible to remain upset or eve 
slightest resentment. 

!t was a happiness for her dau ters to appr ~2r 

could do so at any hour of the or ri 
with affectionate and comforting v-1ords. A-! 1 of 
physical problems an underst H1g 
The u ed death of a young religious ad t r 
into panic. Fearing then 1ve imp ession which that 

ce on another sister the same age as t e deceas2d, 
Mother had her s 1 eep in her ce 1 for sever a! n ·j ghts 1 n 
reassure her. It was during Ho y Week, She not c d 
dau was cou ing frequently while she was in bed. 
severe fast of those ho 1 y s, she ad a 9! ass ot 
brought to her dear daughter every morning including Good a• 

These manifestations of maternal generosit were commo11 or e 

Her vigilance in maintaining the spirit of f'tar ·; 1n 
Community was extreme. The most severe penances we e esc:T eo 
s i stars who were reg 1 i gent, even in the s 1 i test way, on t 
point. She tolerat no digression in words or act1ons g 
non-cloistered s sters, religious employed in domestic se;- B 1 

choir religious or even among the nov tees. The no 
penal of being deprived of Communion, could never" a; 
se ves to make emarks about the 1sters of the commun1 
speak of them without respect and deference. The re ig 
forbidden to blame each other. critic ze each at er oJ­
in each others' affairso A11 of their 1~elationsfn s 
mpr 1 nted with a r~e 1 i g i ous respect. c en the 

dispute had to be for a paranee in the 
sli ly sharp word or an impatient gest re had esc ed 
Mother Marie Argelique deprived the guil one of Commur1011, 
she had, on the very same , asked pardon on er knees of 
she had offended. When an o 1 dar sister or ore of che 1 see. ? 

lS 

charge had a 1 eg it imate observation: the one to ':-!hem ~ ~ ad 
addressed it got down on her knees to receive it 1t ou 
opposition. 
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She never judged any of her daughters accord1 ~o 

had heard from another. Ceaselessly, in their mid s e 
the truth for herself and didn't allow herself to be 
any kin of impression, or, even less, her imaginat1on. 
judgingf she hered precise information and questioned t ac­
cused sister. l f a r had been made to her under, ne ''n se 
of jealousy or antipathy, even thou it be true, the accuser ~ 
confronted humbled in such a manner that all des1 

e performance was removed, On the other hand, sh n't 
ate, any pretext, anyone's r~efusal to admin"iS- rr-at;;--
corTection when obedience required it. One s1stet~ had 
called to testify to the faults of an older s1ster, o 1e et 
she cou 1 d get out of it by saying that she hedn' t no:: 1 ceo anv 1 ng. 
Fieverend Mother gave her a strong ept~;mand and 
immediately take a place of the one who had besn accu 
un 1 on of hearts and char i \-Vh i ch r in the Comrr:un t y 
that on hen death bed, one sister who had lived in 
for twelve years affirmed that she had never seen nor 
lack of these virtues. 

Mother Marie Angelique maintained among er d cer~ 

lial spirit which contributed greatly to their 
thing happ in the Monastery relating dai ,, 
her making them a of it. A large or small repair-, t 
chase of f i c or 1 i nens, a new arr,angemer1t the 
garden~ the aquisition of cattle or furniture, a grace of Prov 
dance, a min mal or considerable gift co o e 

her, a loss suffered or a reversal, a serious 
such thing as always brau to the led e 
!t was the same with important affairs. The r 1 igious w 
of the virtues of their Mother, of her w1s er c 
hal' att to the Rule and to the relig1ous spH~1c, 
didn't have, on their part, any second though s about 
of acting. All of their wills were in unison with et· 
shared with her the joys or sorrows br-ou 
events. This fami1y spirit was preserved from any invo1unta;r 
indiscretion by the rigorous observance of L e ~, 1c le 2 

Constitution which required one to be accompa11ied he oarior. 
and the rule imposed Cardinal de Boland regard1ng sits 
could receive when not prohibited by the Rule. Parents could visit 
once a month; other relati es less often d tr1ends 
still. 

The vigilant eye of the worthy Mother constant! l 11oLe 
only the interests of the Monastery, but also of those o 
every one of her dau ers. From the beginni g of t a 
tention noted the diligence with wh1ch the rel gious came 
ing Prayer. After having given her benedict1on slow1y and s 
ly, and having said the prayers, her eye. half veiled but c 

ing, fallowed each one of the sisters. Shou d the beari 
or the reveal or neg1 igence or a desi!~e fo!~ coer~ u' <, 

reprimand her according to e a3e. 
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One postulant, not knowing how to make her 1 at: ;-;a 
received a book from Reverend Mother which she was use 
during the time for prayer. All went for two d 
third Mother Marie elique noticed tl1a the postulant n 
book immediately after- the reading of the points 
She came to remove the book from her, say1ng n a ow vo1ce 
child, you are giving in to laziness Come into the ~1 
cho r and recite on your knees five Paters and 1ve Av > w 
arms exten ; that wi 1 give you some energy and ope 
as we 1 l . " 

There was no heat in the Chape during e winte1-. 
of the sisters had a shawl to protect her from the 
temperature was too severe. Once when the weather 
one Sister, feeling the cold more than the othe s. 
extra c 1oth i ng. Reverend t·'lother J who knew her~ 
virtue, came to remove the shawl from her and mort1iied 
her words. But when that dear Sister had edifted allot • 
munity her humble submission, her eri foun a preoax~ 
sending her to the refectory which was next to the kitche11 
provided her with the means of ge ing warm 

Sometimes she not i that a s t:er had been ca.;-
keeping her gu impe fresh and free of wr ink es. When the s • 
passed her stall after Litt 1e Hours o1lowing ~n 

Reverend Mother would s her and, taking the poor uimoe 
hands~ would rumo1e it even more 1 e g·; ;ng her '-./Jc o 
religious, or sometimes without saying a word. 

After having given a vigi !ant nspecti -;::, neT -c 
exterior appearance, the fervent Mot er med ated deeply and 
d ers loved to watch her in o;~der to b moved 
her forvor. On so 1 emn feast s, she was 
ardor of her soul and she spoke her prayers al to 
One Sister was charged by hec compan 1 ons 1 without 
Ange 1 i que's know 1 with wt~ it i ng do¥Jn these er, s. 

ly, at the of Sister Madeleine of St. Mary, t e 
Mother discovered these notebooks in the apers of the ~ea~ 
des ed them, because no one has been able to fin a11 

them. 

She didn't tolerate nonchalance or excessi e s owness 
chanting of the Office. A vigorous blow co her stsl arned 
av-1akened those who were s 1 eep i ng > ! -F that vtasn' E.:r,otl n, 
sleepy ones who didn't e enou effort to stay awaka wau 
to say the Office on their knees in the mi le of the cholJ­
the other hand, those who struggled energetical y again 
ness were the object of her most maternal compass1o 
less severe with those who rushed the psalms. it 
given a warning, the recitation of e Office esum t 
way, she made them start the psalm over agai It was necess 
for the off1 iant and chor1sters to Ifill e unc 
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dignity, and for the sisters who had to lntone t e 
do so very intelligibly and without osing the tone. 
gious, probably out of timidi f had a 1 ot' 
anti which fell to her, and she did it in a very unstea; 
!nor to cure her of is infirmity, Mother Mar1e 
a glass of whiskey brought to her outside e cho r 
drink it in the presence of a 1 1 of the Communi t v;h,: v;er 
waiting for the signal to enter the Chapel. By doing 
Mother achieved a ble goa . In the fi s 2cs s 
a great renunciation by that Sister who was lead1 
ex ional sel mortification and who allowed ner El 

In the second place she had saved her from the t ation r 
which could have been aroused in her because hes- repu~ L 

a recluse who was indefatiable in her austerit 

Vainglory was the constant ob ect o her v1 

took care to detacl1 her dau ters from it in any way ooss1 

t' i GS 

when the exams took place at the end of the year, ,~ ~ e L 

of a class had been remarkably successful, when t e time came co 
praise their achievements, Mother Marie elique sa; 
pretext for sending the teacher away to lend e hanc Ia 
work of the sisters who did the hou eho1d cnores. 

As we have seen, she was very careful to be presen at al 1 or 
the common exercises. She omitted nothing in order 
habit to the novices. In order to be sure for hersel 
observed the Rule. she went in the morning t ei 
breakfast, the first of the in the Novitiate. 
place of the Mistress with her eyes fixed on e cl 
for the novices. At other times, she would enter the 
the first stoke two o'clock was sound1ng, in orde1~ 

ow 

exactness with which the nov ces took their places. Artyon,;;; -·>:t 

either case was appreh in a misdeed had to nee 
the corridor outside the door of Novitiate. 

The fervent Mother always seemed to air1 t~1e 

her own Novitiate. She had preserved 1 s ardor, 
it Her constant faithfu ness in res ·~g ~o ~rv 

8'/ 

God demanded of her allowed her to avow on her deat be a:. sn 
was ing happy because s~Je cou d say, V\y Goc:l h 
that you have commanded me."' 

}i, 11 devotions Were dear to hat acdent S>JU e2i 

mysteries of the Holy Trinity and of the Incarnation, 
the B 1 essed Sacrament, seemed to have i cu loT a_t tr 
hel'. Sha 1 ived in intimate union with the three D1 n 
s rr'ende!- ng herse f to their war don ng h 
conversing sometimes with one or the other, breathi g t 
contemplating Him with delight; opening her heart to 

irit and entreating Him to be her teacher, to enli 
her. 



On the Feast of the Hoiy T;~inity, she off1c1afed ~' 

ext aardinary solemnity. She ed h Off e a e 
recited with special fervor and ia Patri to 
fectly and with devotion. Sh want th ecorati 
to be such that it would leave nothing to be desired 
use the most beautiful sacred vesse s. An ~egl 

did not go unpunished, so taken was she with the es1 
the adored Trinity to the best of her ab1 1 ity, 

The annual celebration of the Feast of the Ded1~ati 
Churches of France furnished her 1th a new op tu e 
in her daughters he;- great devotion, are," s etc ld " 

1es of the Holy Trinl We have us t:he thr ]), 
sons. There could not be a better chosen to 1· 

consecration of our elves to them. e rec Q 

but 1et's do so carefully. Eve;-ything 1n us ;;:;; 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghos ar home ir 
steal anything from them; let us disturb nothing of whet e1~ 

to them," 

A director of the Grand Seminar of ~, av 
we recited the Office of Dedication only on t e 
dur ng the octave, want to persuade e th 
tvere ob1 i to do so. !n spite of her' deferenc 
D rector, she refused to follow his adv ce ec ~ 

ning of the Restoration of the Monastery, the eccles1as 
riors h authorized the recitat1on of the Off~ce a 
on] for the feast and as a concession to our aevotl 
ering, they said, that s nee we no longer had a 
the obligaticn for that Office had ceased or 
of that worthy Mother, nothin reg 1ng t is 

s Unti 
was e 

The mystery o the I ncar nat ion moved a 11 the er 
soul of Mother Marie lique and tan ed her 1t 

spoke with glowing words to her dau ers about t 0 

cal ed with deli her Wor~d, the Ll e of hec ;__:, 
nothing equaled the happiness of being espec1al i 00 ss 
the Incarnate Word, of being lS spouse, of ar1ng 1 
glor'ifying His Ho1y Humanity the practice of solid 
virtues. She liked to search th Old estament t alI 
through which he was announced. Isaac enchanted ec 
others. 
her dau 

On the of the Feast of h nc~atiot~ 

ers to s the hour from 11 o'cloc unt1-

prayer with her in the ir 1n order to adore e 
first moment of his incarnation. All of the t-e-!i 
hastened to follow the example of th i rerven ner 

The sufferings of our divine Savior were also t e c0 
er 1 ov i ng devotion. On Good F -; ay s ::iu ~ 

sufferings at they became like a martydom f So, w~ 
cloc ch med three in the afternoon, sh n + h elf 

ern 

thought that her Incarnate Word was no longer suf e 1 g. ~o1 



fidence in the value of the Passion was very strong. 
ear?" she often r edJ " S <i;:; &'1d e G 

He covers me, drowns me in His Precious Blood. 
"pact"* which I have written outJ 1ch r-1s 
and ! gave Him ever ing. if 
faithful. So, whi 1e renewing my ,pact -lt '~;; 

tell myself, 1 DO not be afraid. He wi11 guard you! 
of the pain. a11 of the crosses which He may choose 

don't ask Him for any and am happy to tell 
s ffer for me; now ! ab mysel to you ~e~--

2 epc 

Mother Marie elique had the joy of nourishlng ners~ 
ith the Bread of Angels. She a ways aa an ar 0s, .. 

and have others show to the Blessed Sacrament al coco: 
spect love which are due to t. That spiri 
seem sever'e about even the s 1 eq_+ irrever'en<>2 
care 1 ess 1 y made genuf 1 ect ion wou 1 ng tc' 
specific number of genuflections to be done 
'!au , a hurried step 5 a noticeable act1on r~e::::;aT 

of the eyes, a lack of si1ence, a frivolous c:nrJ a 
manner, resu ted in apologies and special i''Cpar;:;-;::-; 

to the case, and often resulted in a deprivation 

Each year she was happy be ab e to give pub ~~ Wl 

her love for God in the Eucharist on the occasion oft e p·- es~1 

for he east of God and the al ar 1 

the statue, sometimes across from the Monaster a 
ing against one of the walls f the enclosure. The 
place on the second , and Reverend Mother aa 
of the decorations begun on Ret Su ay. R1g~ 

would assemble all of the sisters without except1on, 
into groups and assigning each oup its task 
artificial roses; another woul make emblems 
inscr ions; another would choose ne cloths wi11 
banners along the long route. When t e Sunday came, 
sisters arranged ever ing ins1de 1 a to s1 

of the domestic sisters. When the Visistation 
nounced the arrival of the rocess1on 7 nt::: 

hered the Communi in the par'-~ or~ to assist a 
on their nees behind he gril e. e ndcws 01-, 

were frosted, h airtight seals, but t e gr !es 
ever, one could neither see hl nor e s 
of the soldiers who were carrying th canopy an 
Blessed Sacrament was arri ing at t e reposito 
the ardent Mother's face the emotion which was all-eaa~ 
her. And when, ter the g cal 
bear arms; present arms; kneel; and 
march, she had only these words to 

he bugles sou 
ess h f'Sei 

e expression is Belmontain s ang. 



beautiful it is! 
fa1th!" 

How good God is! How happy we ar~ to hav~ tt1e 

She loved solid and robust devot1ons wh1ch v1er·s 1n coJ,rcr:,Jt-_ 
with the Rule. "Let's do well what has been prescnbed for u~ t·:c 
do," she had the habit of saying, "and we w1ll be do1ng 3 len 
Doubtlessly, associations and brotherhoods aJ'e excei ient, GUt ~c; 
soon as they demand extra works of one kind or anothe1-, the; li11p0se 

a sma 1 1 infringement on our Ru 1 e, on our Customs." Once, ho'de ,col- , 
she decided that she herself could depar-t trom th<'lt 1ne or cc•ndu•cL 
by following a desire which weighed on her to make a ten-day re 
treat in addition to the annual retreat of the CornrmJnity, uur-;ng 
these holy exercises, she felt such great inner pa1n that s•>e sam0 
away more determined than ever to stay lnvar"i2.f) v '>-'1-;th-l! tr-~t:: 

prescriptions of the Rule. 

A 1 though the Ho 1 y Church does not per·m1 t pub i 1 c f-i• Ui•''~ '- ·: 

saints who have not yet been canonized, under pain of see1ng tne1r 
cause excluded from being considered, it -is never·the-ic:;'ss -:~,:-Jitlmac~­

to venerate them in the privacy of one's heart and to w1t11ess t~ 
the affection, grat1tude and conf1dence which they lnJplra 1n u~. 

Mother Marie Angelique had a truly daughterly love for tne Mother 
Foundress of the Order, Jeanne Chezard de /·late 1, and she was at tr:~· 

height of her glory when the survivors of the Monastery of Gour 
gui llon returned the heart of the 1llustr~ious 1"/oU,·cr ""' ,_c,e: r,~c,-, 

Monastery. The Community had been in possess 1 on of t:rn s or·ac1 otL 
treasure for four years when, on September 18, 1839, 81s11op c~ ~ln~ 
made his canonical visit. The religious begged him to ai 0w than1 
to contemplate the heart of their Venerable Mother Foundres 1n 11. 
presence, but His Eminence refused in order not to become an oocla­
cle to the canonization of this servant of God. lie took n~t:s 

the report which the Mothers of Gourguillon had drawn up ana hac 
deposited in the envelopes which were wrapped arour,d the l acssJ 
heart. He did this without breaking the seals of the Order whicn 
were affixed to it. 

The bishop h imse 1 f drew up a new report wh 1 ch he sec.! eel w 1 ti'J 

the seal of the archdiocese; 

We, Jean Paul Gaston de Pins 1 /l..r'chblshop or Arncs-;c::, 
Apostolic Administrator of the diocese of Lyon and of V1enna. 

In view of the request presented to us by tne r\~l19;c-d~ 
of the Incarnate Word of the Monastery of Lyon, Juge de Pa1. 
(Judge of Peace) Street, from wh1ch it 1s ev1dent: 

That on September 11, 1610, Mother de Matel, Foundress 
of said Order, having died in her Monastery in Par1s, na·: -.~,­

heart enc 1 osed in a 1 ead box in the shape of a he"!,- t 'lnd 
marked with the seal of the Order~, and 11: was carr rsc Di 
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Monsieur Colombet to the Commun1ty of Lyon, located at 
Gourguillon. 

That this precious delivery was rec eived wi th all haste 
and due respect; that they placed it in the Cho ir of the Re­
ligious near the grille, in a alcove in t he wa l 1 closed w1th 
a copper plaque of about 14 inches high by 18 inches wide, 
bearing an engraved inscription wh1ch began with the words: 
In the name of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Here lies the heart of our illustrious Mother Jeanne 
Chezard de Matel, Teacher and Foundress of the Order of the 
Re 1 i g ious of the I ncar nate Word and o f the ttVst B 1 essed 
Sacrament, etc ... 

The above-ment 1 oned petition was accomp an 1 ed by the 
precious relic, that is, by the heart already me ntioned, en­
closed in silk .. (word unclear) .. and with a humble prayer 
to offici a 11 y identify it. We then proceeded t o open the 
said envelope on the lower left side in s uch a way as to be 
ab 1 e to extract a paper dated August 19, 17 92; this was a 
statement signed by all of the Community. Fr om this paper 
it seems that all of the Religious, on the eve of be1ng de­
ported, removed said heart, wrapped it first i n wh1te linen 
and then in poppy-red s i 1 k serge. A 11 of that was then 
sealed with the seal of the Order at the hollow of the heart 
and on the bottom of the red envelope, in order to secure it. 

It was explained to us that the Superior, the Treasurer. 
the Councilors and all of the Religious carried th is package 
to their place of refuge, the Pa l agno ll e House on Calas 
Street, at the Russian cross, where it remained until 1821. 
At that time, Madame Gruyas and S1ster F1 l l1on, the oniy 
survivors, carried the heart to the home of Mesdames Savy and 
Piongaud, with whom they were reunited, at #25 Judge of Peace 
Street. In this last home, Madame Gruyas and S1ster Fillion 
died in 1832 and 1834, respect1vely. l"lesdames Savy and 
P i on gaud , sur v i v i n g them , dec i de d i t w o u 1 d be f i t t i n g to 
place the heart in the new Monastery of the !ncar nate Word, 
recently founded in the same street, Judge of Peace, across 
from their House. Consequent l y, 1 n May of 1834, they en­
trusted the de 1 i very to Father Galt i er, chap 1 a in of the 
Monastery, who hastened to put it temporarily in a tabernacle 
on the altar in the front choir of the Chapel. 

This is suffic1ent for c. erta1n 1dent1f1cat1 on of the 
above-mentioned heart, which passed from trustwort hy hand to 
trustworthy hand from Augu s t 1 9, 17 9 2, and to th e new I•Jon­
astery of the I ncar nate Word, 1 ocated on Judge of Peace 
Street, in 1834. 

And since this pious rel1c has not fo r an 1nstant left 
the hands of the Religious of the Incarnate Word since that 
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day, September 18, 1839, and s1nce Madame Savy her self en­
tered the new Monastery of t hat respectable Order , we are 
happy to recognize and to clothe with our author1ty the 
deposit of thi s precious treas ure. We restored the a]­
ready-mentioned petition from August 19, 1792, to its place 
with the heart, under the red serge. We added th e present 
statement of recognition, and after hav1ng had the opening 
sewed, we affixed a red s1lk t1e to the heart w1th ou1 seal 
which is the third one, having left the two seal s of tile 
Order intact. We returned all of this t o the Rel ig1ous of 
said Monastery for their use. 

Given at Lyons, 1n our archb1shopr1c pa lace , on 
Wednesday, September 18, 1839. 

+ J. P. Gaston de P1ns, Arch b1shop 
of Amasie, Adm1nistrator o f Lyon 

by Monse1gneur All1bert, sec. 

Five days after the verification of the 1dentity of the ven­
erab 1 e Mother de Mate 1 's heart, on Monday, September 23, 1839, 
Mother Marie of the Blessed Sacrament Savy, went to sleep in the 
Lord at 78 years of age. Some time before her death, she had lost 
the use of her faculties; but she recovered them fully a t the mo­
ment she received the last rites. God restored her facult ies so 
that she was able to enjoy the great act which had just been ac­
comp 1 i shed. A few minutes before her death, she was compl etely 
lucid, and she was filled with an indescribable joy at the s1ght 
of a procession of virgins led by st. John and by the venerable 
Foundress, Jeanne Marie of Jesus Chezard de Matel. 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

Gratitude Spiritual D1scernment 

Administration Extraord 1nary Acts 

Last Days Death Funeral 

A soul as gifted as that of Mother Mar ie Angel1que couldn't 
avoid being eminently susceptible to feelings of gratitude, and one 
could perhaps see in the namy acts of Pr ov1dence on her behalf, a 
response to her gratitude. She was remarkable in her act ions on 
behalf of the worthy Father Galtier. She act ive ly sol 1c1ted lat­
ters from Bishop de Pins which would recognize the venerated Father 
as the authentic Founder (of the restoration ) and guarantee h1m all 
corresponding privileges. That act was promulgated 1n the Communi­
ty on January 1, 1839. Later she did all in her power to obtain 
for him the Canon's cape, first from Galveston and then from Lyons. 

The Incarnate Word had given Mother Mar1 e Angel1que, t o a h1gh 
degree, the precious gift of a rare spiritual discernment, and each 
one of daughters enjoyed the experienc e of it. To t1m 1d, fearful 
and easily discouraged souls, her compassionate, motherly d1rect ion 
opened the way to confidence. The weak, the lazy, the coward ly, 
and the irresolute received a vigorous and firm push to enter gen­
erously into the ways of perfection, and found themse l ves pers 1s­
tently sustained in the battle. Those who revealed a haughty and 
presumptions nature, joined to a ser1ous desire for se lf cot rec­
tion, were not spared opportunities to humble themselves, and in 
this they found precious help in overcoming themselves. Fi na l y, 
those souls who were called to great perfection, and whose steps 
were straying from the true path, found in her an experienced and 
trustworthy guide. In general, the worthy Mother somewhat di s­
trusted extraordinary states. She h ad to s ee solid and except1ona 
virtue in order to recognize faith. "My sisters," she sa1d pleas­
antly, "do not play at being Therese, because I warn you thaT. you 
will not win with me." However, God gave her more than once tht= 
consolation of meet1ng a real Therese amo ng her daughte rs. 

A young woman of Saint Etienne came, at the age of 29 year s, 
asking for admission to the Monastery. Th e or 1g1n o f her ocati on 
was so strange that the Community hesitated at first to recei ve 
her, but later their fears vanished. She h ad f 1rst made a resol u­
tion to live as a celibate, but without dreaming of becom1ng are­
ligious. She had made numerous novenas in order to know w1th cer­
tainty God's w i 11 for her; but the Lord had not rep 11 ed. She 
therefore be 1 i eved that she was ca 11 e d to snar e her heat t wi th 
another creature. The marriage contract was made, the weddi ng 
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dress bought and the engagement celebrated. On the evening of the 
day of its celebration, M1ss Gouilloux* was str icken wi th a cere­
bral fever and violent delerium. That night, during an attack, she 
jumped out of a window and, dressed only 1n her petti coat an d cam1 
sole, fled across town. Arriving at the gates of the mi 1 itat-y 
post, she resisted the soldiers who tried to stop her. Not be1ng 
acquainted with her and thus not knowing w1th whom they were deal­
ing, one of the two unsheathed his sword and struck he r several 
blows, from which she still has scars, notably on her face . They 
took her forcibly to the guard house where she remained until her 
family, who were searching for her, finally learned that she was 
there. Her delirium lasted for six weeks. Hav1ng lost hope, her 
father was inspired to dedicate her to Our lady of Fourviere, and 
to promise that if h1s daughter should be cured, she wou d o on 
pilgrimage to that venerated sanctuary. The Holy V1rgin rewarded 
the faith of this Christian father and h1s request wa ~ fulf1 ed. 

As soon as she could, Miss Gouilloux fulfilled the vow her 
father had made. She took advantage of her s tay at t ourviere to 
make a retreat under the direction of Father Mar1on, the chapla1n 
of the holy sanctuary. This respectable priest had a r eputat1on 
for being saintly. Without doubt the Lord made him understand that 
this subject would raise herself to a high degree of perfect1on, 
because he didn't hesitate to tell her with great authority that 
he would not respond to her greet 1ng i f s he d idn't cons ec1 ate 
self to God. Docile in response to this warning, Mis s Goui ll oux 
chose a re 1 i g i ous house and, on t he day after t he Fe ast of the 
Assumption, she came to our Monastery to make her retreat. When 
it was finished she requested admi s sion . Her ta • 1 s tature and 
frightful thinness, in addition to the scars on her fac e, made her 
seem so uncharming that the sisters dec i ded t o d1sm1ss her. Mother 
Marie Ange 1 i que came to announce this decision to her. At the 
news, Miss Anne stood up, greeted her respectful l y and r epl1ed w1th 
hum i 1 i ty, but with firmness: "My Mother, s i nee I have been in your 
holy house, I have found so many consolat1ons that I do not want 
to leave it. Here is the will of one of my uncles wh1 ch assures 
me a dowry. If you want me to be a c ho11- re l ig1ou s , s o be n:.; 1t 
you want me to be a housekeeping sister, so be it; if you want me 
to be a volunteer in the boarding school, that 1s f1ne; but as for 
going away, I will not; and rather than go away, I consent to spend 
my life behind the door of the stable. " 

Reverend Mother brought her reply to the commun1 ty and her 
cause was won. Miss Gouilloux was admitted. When she r ece1ved the 
habit she received the name of Sister St. Simon of the Cross. 

It didn't take long to recogn1ze the treasure wh1ch rad Just 
been acquired. Sweet, humble, obedient, charitable an d devoted, 
she made herself as a child in the hands of her Super1or and a the 
last of all among the sisters. Her meditation and her 1nt1mate 
union with God were constant . She look ed f or Him everyh·,ere, saw 
Him in everything, wanted only Him alone, and acted only 1n a 
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continual spirit of sacrifice. Her divine Spouse sent her such 
burning rays of love that she was ob l1 ged, l1ke the . postle or tn~ 
Indies, to ask the natural elements for some relief from the ardors 
which were devouring her. When she was s t ruck by lo . e s i nt ox·cat­
ing and irresistible assaults, she fled t o a hut to keep th1s from 
the knowledge of her sisters and t o g1ve more f reedom to th ·~ e..:­
clamations which escaped her soul. " oh Love, Oh Love, 1f they only 
knew You! You are not loved. " 

This lover of the Cross didn ' t have to wa1t long to t1nd her 
own Ca 1 vary. The tortures of a horr 1 b 1 e breast cancer, endured 
with a heroic patience, succeeded 1n giving her all the beauty and 
perfection which the Incarnate Word e xpected of her An operat 1on 
became urgent. When the time came for it, that generous soul l eft 
the Choir where she was peacefully recit 1ng th e L1ttle Houts w1 th 
the Community, and laid down calmly on her bed of martyrdom. She 
refused to be anesthetized or to take any of th e drugs wh1ch coul d 
have eased her suffering; the only support she wanted was her cru­
cifix. The surgeons, dumbfounded by s uch cour age, and know1ng the 
pain they were causing her , encouraged her to at least c r y ou t. 
" It isn't necessary, '' she rep 1 1 ed s imp 1 y. Th e respectab 1 e I loth et 
had no reason to doubt the real1ty of the supernatural states 

(two pages o f manuscr 1pt miss ing ) 

with an inexpressible happ1ness, the work of grace 
and the marvelous operations of d1v 1ne l ove 1n that soul, took 
vigilant care to avoid everything which would have been able to 
satisfy her self-love. When, on leav1ng the Cho1r, she saw that 
Sister St. Victorine ' s guimpe was soaked w1th tears, she humb l ed 
her, reproaching her stern 1 y for het~ weakness o t r e.:..o 1 e , for 
impropriety, and then imposed a penance on her. Without allow1ng 
anyone to notice, the good Mother entreated God to tr · t he• 
beloved daughter favorably. 

Guided by the spirit of God wr11 c h made her rem _,. ka ly 1s 
cerning, Mother Marie Angelique often, without a word, reduced to 
nothing the strongest temptat1on s and the most troubl1n . th1ngs 
which her daughters came to confide in her. "That sme 1 1 s of the 
Boaster", she 1 oved to say. "Take care or he w1 1 l caress you w 1 th 
his tail or make you see with dark glasses. Bel1eve your Mother; 
she sees clearly for you." And, br1ef l y, she would 1nd1cate the 
remedy, the path to follow, or the precaut1ons to take . 

One postulant, resolved to return to the world because whe 
couldn't recognize in herself the marks of a true vocat1on, came 
to announce her decision. "It is very easy to leave, my ch1ld; I 
will not keep you by force. Go, pack your bag and I w1ll have you 
returned to your family immediate ly . " Stupe f ied, ehe g1rl as h. t-d 
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for time to reflect again. The temptation was overcome. The 
supernatural foresight which had led the good Mother to make that 
response was justified. That young girl was called to render great 
service to the Monastery both as Mistress of Novices and as 
Superior. 

Reverend Mother Marie Angelique took advantage of every op 
portunity to help her daughters advance in religious perfect1on. 
The sister who took care of the fruit trees had given special care 
to a young plum tree, and the tree amply fulfilled her hopes, pro­
viding her with the joy of gathering an abundance of ex cell ent 
fruit. She hurried to go and show the fruit to her Superior, who 
noticed an all-too-human, though legitimate, satisfaction 1n her 
dear daughter. She looked at her with a severe and saddened 
expression and said to her, "My Sister, go spend a momen t before 
the Blessed Sacrament and ask Our Lord to give me the courage to 
have that tree uprooted, since it tempts you to div1de your heart 
between your divine Spouse and your own self esteem." She wou l d 
have done it had the sister not shown herself humbled by th1s 
imperfection. 

Another very sensitive religious would frequentl y be startled 
when the clock began to chime. Without saying anything, the vir­
tuous Mother took her by the hand and placed her direct ly under 
the clock until it stopped causing her to jump. 

The worthy Mother attached great importance to leadership. 
She was always available to her daughters; nevertheless, she met 
with each one once a month. Each of the sisters of the Commun1ty 
and the novices, each one had her appointed time. For this purpose 
she set aside the half hour betwe en T1erce (9:00 Off ice) and Mass. 
She also set aside the time from the end of recreati on unt1 I Mat1ns 
for the same purpose. She sometimes asked each sister to wr1~ ~ on 
a little piece of paper the resolution she had made during retreat 
that month, and give it to her. She returned these after hav1ng 
added at the bottom a word or some advice, followed by her slgna­
ture. She remembered a 11 of these reso 1 uti ons and was able to 
recall them as needed. 

That tireless Mother never missed go1ng to g1v e instruct1on 
to the novices twice a week even though she hadn't a ssumed respon­
sibility for the novitiate in addi ti on to be1ng Supenot~. She 
always arrived at the novitiate holding under her a rm a large old 
Bible from which she selected her most beaut1ful exhortat1ons. She 
was inexhaustible in the practical applications she could make from 
the acts of her brave David, as she c a l l ed h 1m, of her good Abra­
ham, her dear Isaac, her good Jacob, her fa1thful J oseph, and al 1 
of the other characters of t he 01 d Testame nt. In a 11 of these 
judicious and striking exhortations she presented f aults and vir­
tues in an ingenious manner, with all the ugl1ness of the former 
and the beauty of the latter. 
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"My chi 1 dren, when obedience sends you 1 n sear ch of she­
asses, be assured that you will find the Kingdom of Israel, your 
Spouse. Don't load yourselves down with heavy weapons, with a bag 
of tricks, or with disguises in order to attack your ~o1 ia~h. You 
are too small to make use of the armor of Saul. Face your enemy 
with the slingshot of humility , simplicity, obed1ence, conridence 
and love and you will vanquish him with these f1ve stones. Maybe 
just the first one alone will be enough. You are dry, even luke­
warm. Be like other Nehemiahs; go into the well of t he heart of 
Jesus, taking from it the sacred fire wh1ch is h1dden there, ana 
which is waiting for you to come searching for 1t in or der to burn 
in you again with even more splendor." ' There 1s a storm 1n your 
soul. Sit humbly at the door of your palace. Haman w1 l I come and 
go. Don't get up, don ' t move, don t look at h1m and don't trust 
him. He will erect a gallows for you. Put your trus t 1n Mar-y, 
your Esther. She w i 11 intercede for you w 1 th the d i v 1 ne Ahasuet·us. 
Then you will find your Mother, on behalf of the Ki ng, tak1ng 
charge of putting your Haman on the gallows, 1f you wi ll let her 
do it." 

When the Bible text didn't apply to her topic, she woula op en 
the Mistress' desk and take out either the Constituti ons or t he 
Novices' Directory, which she would then explain c learly a nd 
precisely. She was always encouraging; "God tempers the wind" * 
was one of her favorite maxims. 

"Humility, always humility everywhere and in everything," she 
often repeated. "No worrying; no compla1nts about th e share of H1s 
gifts which the good Lord has given us. Be simple and cand1d. No 
reticence; no secret thoughts. May you be as f 1 ex i b 1 e as soft 
dough in the hands of your Superiors so that it can truthfully be 
said of each one of you that she is an ,nstr ument. No wea~ness; 
be strong, courageous and fa i thfu 1 in the sma 11 est things. The 
sma 11 er the action, the more it must draw your at t ent 1 on. But 
above all, do all of this simply, for the eyes of God alone. De­
velop the habit of acting naturally supernatural. Flee from all 
affectation and ridiculous airs. Never allow even t he least va1n 
glory to enter your soul." She liked to say that if the Judgment 
didn't acquit us, at least we could ease 1ts bad effects by 
humility. 

No doubt the venerated Mother's des1re to remai n unknown and 
hidden led her to keep secret many facts about the ways the Incar­
nate Word saw fit to reward her lov1ng confidence 1n Him. As a 
result, those anecdotes which her daughters were abl e to collect 
were very rare. 

*Translator's note: lwasunable to t1nd a good tr anslation for 
this proverb; literally it says: "To the lit tle notlons­
seller, a small basket; to the sheared sheep, God tempers 
the wind." J.O. 
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One night, she suddenly got a high fever with severe sweating. 
She called, but in vain, to the s i ster who occupied the cell near­
est to hers. So, turning to her guardian angel, she prayed that 
he would alert the nurse that she had a pressing need of her help. 
While praying thus, she noticed a ghost at the other end of her 
room; but, believing this to be an effect of the fever, she d1dn t 
get excited. At the same time, Sister Sa1nt Joseph o f the Nativ1ty 
was awakened with a start by a vo 1 ce wh 1 ch s a 1 d to her: "Get up 
quick 1 y and go to your Superior; she needs your services." She 
dressed hurried 1 y and 1 eft her ce 1 1 . Wh i 1 e on her way she Vias 
thinking that maybe she shouldn't have taken the warn ing seriously. 
Besides, seeing a stranger standing at the door of Reverend 
Mother's room, who seemed to want to keep her out, she decided that 
she was having ha 1 uc i nat 1ons and returned t o bed cons 1 det- ab i y 
frightened. Once again she heard, 'Your Superior i s in danger. 
If you do not get up promptly she w1ll die, and you will be the 
cause of the loss of the Foundation." Immediately s he ran to the 
worthy Mother's side, and both of them pra1sed and bl essed Prov1 
dence for this new demonstration of protection wh ich had been 
granted to them by the intervent1on of their good gua rdian angeiz. 

At the beginning of the restorat1on of the Monastery, Mother 
11arie Angelique saw 1n a dream a b r 1ll1ant, star-studded cross 
which was leaving from their enclosure and going 1n t he direct1on 
of America . It proved to be more ~han a dream. It was a prophet1c 
vision of an event that would take p 1 ace 1 ater. She under stood 
that when, in 1852, she encounter ed among her daughters some g~n­
erous souls who were only waiting for some sign of the d1v1ne w1l I 
before carrying the name of the Incarnate Word to th e New Wo ld. 
The first to leave numbered four. They were the four angles of ~he 
luminous cross . 

Twenty-four years later, i n 1876, one of the Rel1 gious ~ f the 
Monastery of Brownsv i 11 e wrote in confidence to th e Venerab 1 e 
Founding Father that she had received a revelation fr om God tha~ 
Reverend Mother Marie Angelique was one of the souls most elevated 
in perfection during her time . That rel1g1ous woman d1 ed some ~1me 
before the worthy Mother, but Father Galtier kept her l etter secret 
until after the funeral of the Restorer . Wh1le r ead1ng the letter 
to the COmmunity, he added that he knew Sister Marie Xav1er ver-y 
well and that he had great fa1th 1n what she had revealed to h1m. 

When it was decided to found the convent of Be 1 mont, they 
entrusted the building which was to be erected to an arch1tect of 
bad faith who cruelly compromised on the expectat1 ons of the 
Founders; this is recounted in deta1 l in the annals of the Monas ­
tery of Lyon. The day when Mother Marie Angel1que, ac ting 1n her 
capacity as Superior, had to s 1 gn the contract demanded by the 
architect, she was overcome with an indescribable angu ish. Pros­
trate at the foot of the altar , she ent r eated Our Lord t o enl1ghten 
her and come to her aid. She also saw in a v1s1on the futur-e 
convent of Belmont ro 11 1 ng over onto the convent o f Lyon and 
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crushing it. Terrified, she lost c onsc1ousness ot e e th1ng 
around her. She was alone in the Chape l at the t1me. When she 
regained her senses she found herself , w1thout know1ng how ~he got 
there, in her stall which was the one most distant rom the sanc­
tuary. She offered herse l f as a vict1m to the !ncar ate Word, and 
then left the Choir to go on her knees to sign the contract wh1ch 
was to cause her so much sorrow. 

When Father Jean Millet was ordained a priest in 1873, every­
one conjectured that God had revealed to her H1s plans ror the 
young abbot because she recommended h1m to the prayers of the Com­
munity with a particular ins1stance, add1ng that he m1g ~ t one day 
become our chaplain. Fifteen years later her p1~edict1ons were 
realized. 

In March of 1876, the honorable Mother suffered aver se 1ous 
case of pneumonia. During her illness she rece1ved the last r1tes. 
During this sad but consoling ceremony , she heard a vo1ce trat sa1d 
to her : "No, it isn't the end of your l1fe . St1ll f1 e more 
years!" From that time on she was certa1n and reassu ed the Com 
munity that she would not die of that illness. He r pred1ct1on was 
verified precisely. 

Her daughters are just 1f i ed in bel1ev ing that s1 ~~ys _ f - e 
her death their beloved Mother received a particular favor from the 
Holy Virgin, because they heard her ca l l out sever al times. Ah! 
How good is the Holy Virgin! My good Mother, how have you been 
able to hide that from me until now? Ah ! 1 never knew h w goo . you 
were!" Questioned 1 ater as to the sign if 1 cance of these words, she 
did not want to comment. 

Mother Marie Angelique was loyal ly a nd t enderly loved by al 1 
of her children and this affection was also observed by outs1ders 
who had dea 1 i ngs with the J"''onaster y . When t he symptoms of that 
terrible illness which was going to ravish her and whose exis tence 
was still unknown to all , began to show in a more threa-enln J a , 
she jokingly said to the doctor one day that she didn't want t o d1e 
before reaching the age of 80. Dr . Rav i net rep 11 e d , No-cher, 1 
will do everything in my power to get you there but, in any case, 
1 am asking God to grant me the grace o f dying before you do so 
that 1 won't have to witness the grief of your daughters." Th1s 
prayer was granted. This was his last v i si t and he die ~ e1ght days 
later . 

That venerable Mother was so univer s a lly loved, even ou-cs1de 
the Monastery, that at the news of the danger in which she rouno 
herself, numerous messages or s ympathy a r r 1ved. His m1nence, 
Cardinal Carerot, while away, sent h1s paternal bened i ct1on ardon 
his return he came three t1mes to v1sit and ble ... her . In 
addition, the Vicar General, the Supe r ior, Bishops Dubu1s ana 
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Charbonnel, as well as the former Superior, Father Gouthe Sou lard, 
all came to visit. Vi s itors crowded into the par lor to get news 
of her. Realizing that she was the object of so much sympathy , the 
humble Mother said, weeping tear s of thankfulness , 'Dear God, I 
never knew that you had given me so many friends. 

A month before her death , wanting to pr epare t he Commurnt y for 
the sacrifice which would be demanded of her sooner or later , she 
began the annual retreat. She thought that her funeral would take 
place during these holy days and that the elections would ser ve as 
the closing activity of the Exercises. She said that in t 1s way 
the Monastery would regain its peace and return to its regular 
schedule immediately. 

The siters couldn 't tear themsel ves away from the1r be loved 
Mother's bedside. Her constant patience, her serenity, her peace 
and her trust in the si s ter nurse and 1 n Sister Ass 1 stant were 
continually a source of edification and admiration for them. Smil­
ing, she told them, "My children , always remain very fa1thf ul to 
your vows and to the Rule and all will continue to go well. But 
I am not leaving you; I s til l have more than two or t hree years to 
go. I will ask the good Lord to let me spend them in your midst. 
If you aren't good, I will pull some pranks, and then you d better 
watch out!" 

The dear Patient constantly asked them to le ave her door open 
so that all of her daughters would have free access t o her, and 
also so that she would have the consolat i on o f see 1ng them. She 
recognized all of them and gave them, in general and in part1cular, 
her last maternal adv1ce. She didn't want them to g1-1 ev e for her, 
but asked that they rejoice at her deliverance and encouraged them 
to sing for her the Salve Regina w1th strong voices an d without any 
tears. She often joined them in reciting the various ps alms which 
best fulfilled the desires of her great soul. Constantly spr1nging 
from her heart were ardent aspirations such as: "What 1s there for 
me in heaven, and what do I want on earth , 1f not Je s us Christ, my 
life?" and "In death for Him is gain for me! " The o ther short 
prayers which came most frequently to her li ps were the 1nvocations 
of the Litany of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Each night the Community gathered around her bed befo,-e I"! at ins 
to receive her b 1 ess i ng. The courageous Mother want ed thus to 
accomplish her duty until the end. She was so weak t hat S1ster 
Assistant had to hold up her arm in order for her to trace the Sign 
of the Cross on the bowed heads. Ord i nar 1 1 y, she added a few 
tenderly affectionate words of maternal encouragement and consola­
tion. There was something very moving and solemn about this bene­
diction. The venerable Mother who was giving the bless ing was on 
the threshold of eternity, and her daughter s f eared that each t1me 
might be the last. They left in silence, repressing their grief, 
and the dear dying Mother gave each one a look and a s m1le which 
contained all of her maternal heart. 

35 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

The moment of her death seemed to have been revealed to her 
because, on the morning of October 8, she requested that Father 
Galtier be at her side to help her at 6:00 that eveni ng. After 
Vespers she kissed those of her daughters who were present. Soon 
everyone realized that the hour of the great sacrif1ce was near, 
and they gathered around her bed once more. At f1ve o' clock the 
recited the Crown of Our Lord. The dy1ng sa1nt asked for her ro ­
sary and responded to the first Our Fathers w1th her us ual fervor. 
Then, feeling herself weaken, she gave it to the nurse with gesture 
that seemed to say: that 1 s enough, I can do no more! Then she 
gazed at Sister Assistant with such a serious and penetr~ating look 
that Sister could hardly bear it. She held the Cruc1f1x before her 
eyes, but in vain. Had God revealed to that soul a f uture which 
she could no longer express, having lost the ab1l1ty to speak at 
the same moment? 

She entered into a sweet agony 1n wh1ch she appeared to have 
retained her faculties. Her eyes closed peacefully, her lips be­
came immobile and her breathing weakened. She made another sl1ght 
movement to kiss the Crucifix which the worthy Father presented to 
her, and let out three long sighs. Heaven s a ng a hymn of triumph 
and her daughters let out a cry of sorrow. They no longer had a 
Mother! . . . It was 6 o ' c 1 ock in t he e ven 1 ng o t Oc"t.ob et~ 8, 1881 . 
The vernerble deceased was 79 years old. She had lived 56 years 
in re 1 i g ious 1 i fe and had spent 49 of those a t the llonastet-y of 
Lyon, for whose restoration she had been respons1ble. 

Her mortal remains were on v1ew to the Chapter unt il aft ~r 
Doctor Binet extracted her heart which took place on October 10 a t 
9 o'clock in the morning. 

On Sunday, October 9, H1s Em1nence Card1nal Caverot came to 
pray for a few minutes beside her. On seeing her he cr ied out, 
" How good is the sleep of the just!" He came aga1n the next even­
ing, so profound was the respect which he felt for the v irtue of 
the deceased. When he had gone, they l1fted the body and moved 1t 
to the interior chapel until the next day, Tuesday the 11 th, when 
1t would be necessary to leave her t orever. They put the coff1n 
in the exterior chapel and recited the Off1ce for the Dead at 9 
o'clock. Father Richoud, Super1or , celebrated the Holy Sacrif1ce 
and Bishop Charbonnel said the Absolution . It had been a mission­
ary archbishop who had handed her the Super1or s staff for-ty-f1ve 
years earlier, and it was another m1ssionary b1shop who bl essed her 
venerable remains before they were comm1tted to the tomb. She was 
laid in the tomb of the Galtier family because they were unable to 
obtain permission to keep her with1 n the enclosure of the 
Monastery. 
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