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with Seattle, Washington and Portland, Oregon. 
The carrier began to improve its financial foot­
ing thanks to the new routes awarded, and in 
1957, Charlie Willis became the new CEO. On 
the major routes, OC-6Cs replaced the unpres­
surised C-54s, now configured as DC-4s, and 
the new aircraft were equipped with in-flight 
entertainment including films - the first earner 
to have such a service within the USA. Alaska 
also introduced the 'Golden Nugget ' Service 
with the DC-6Cs to 68 destinations in Alaska 
and south, to Seattle and Portland. The airline 
purchased several Convair CV-340s to replace 
the old DC-3s on int ra-Alaska routes. In 1958, 
it began a service to the Canadian coastal 
community of Prince Rupert, British Columbia, 
marking it its first international route. 

By 1960, the carrier was generally well known 
for its high-quality cabin service. It strength­
ened its market share by acquiring several 
more airlines within the state of Alaska gain­
ing Alaska Coastal, Ellis and Cordova Airlines 
and Southeast Alaska Airlines. Its route net­
work then stretched from Fairbanks south to 
Ketchikan and onwards to Seattle. As the car­
rier entered the jet age, Alaska made headlines 
by inaugurating a limited number of charter 
flights to the Soviet Union (initially in support of 
oil and mining operations] - even during some 
of the 'frostiest' days of the Cold War. 

Transition to jet-powered operations started 
in 1961 with the Convair CV-880. It cut travel­
ling time between Anchorage and Seattle from 

• O~s could~ difflath in the Mllte't · 
tim41, as this Doughll DC-3 'Starlinff' shows.. 

• Altlllca hfli u~ a numMr of difklTfff styles of 
strwordess uniforms - these ~ing among the first. 

as long as eight hours on the DC-6C (or longer 
depending on weather) to only three hours. 
The Boeing 727-100 was introduced in early 
1965, and became the company's signature 
aircraft for the next 25 years. Alaska would fly 
various models of the tri-jet including the series 
-090QC with a mixed passenger/cargo interior 
on services throughout the Alaskan frontier. In 

For its 75th anniversary In 2007, th11 air/in• painted a new Boeing 737 in this 'retro' scheme. 

March 1966, it introduced the first Lockheed 
L-100 (civil version of the military(-130 Hercules) 
into the commercial market. The carrier would 
introduce a total of six, primarily used on cargo 
charters in the oil-rich northern parts of the 
state, carrying drilling equipment and sup­
plies to oil companies. Using the L-100, Alaska 
Airlines picked up international contracts, for 
example, moving heavy machinery from the 
United States deep into the Ecuadorian jungle 
for construction of a hydroelectric plant. (The 
L-100s would, however, see a short service life . 
The airline entered a financial crisis and they 
were pulled out of service in 1972.) 

In 1967, the carrier expanded once again, 
swallowing competitors Alaska Coastal-Ellis 
and Cordova Airlines. A year later, a CV-990 
joined the fleet on a temporary basis and in 
the next few years B720s and B707-300s were 
also acquired. 

Problems in the 1970s 
As the carrier entered the new decade, it was 

in dire straights financially. Ron Cosgrave and 
Bruce Kennedy joined the company in 1972, 
and the two men from Fairbanks put together a 
new business plan, which encouraged creditors 
and improved on-time performance. The con­
struction of the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline began in 
1974 and was completed in 1977; the 800 mile 
{1,286km) route linked Arctic Alaska with Valdez, 
an ice-free seaport, which was constructed 
at a cost of $8 billion. The airline captilized 
on this opportunity and used its fleet flying 
supplies, equipment and personnel. The t wo 
men also began focusing on customer service 
and placed the airline on course for 19 years of 
straight profits. Even in-flight announcements 
were turned to rhymes! 

A life vest neat is beneath each seat. 
They're stored so we won't lose 'em. 
Now fix your eyes on the stewardies. 
They'll show you how to use 'em. 



With the deregulation of commercial air serv­
ices in the USA in 1979, there were opportunities 
for expansion. After the problems of the early 
1970s, only eleven destinations were initially 
served, with a total of ten B727s. The airline 
took delivery of its first B737-200( 'Combi' in 
1981 and this would prove to be as rugged and 
reliable as earlier machines for operations in the 
Alaskan frontier. It could be configured in three 
ways: as a pure freighter that could carry six 
'igloo' containers with a maximum lift potential 
of 30,000lb {13,600kg); with a combination of 
igloos and passengers (either 32, 56 or 72); or as 
all-passenger with 111 seats. Alaska had its fleet 

ALASKA AIRLINES (AS/ ASA) 

Model Seats {first Class/Economy) Number 
B737·400 144 {12/132) 34 
8737-400( 4 cargo pallets/72 Economy 5 
8737-400F 1 
B737·700 124 (12/112) 20 
B737-800 157 {16/141) 35 
B737-900 172 {16/156) 12 
MD-82 140 (12/128) 14 {retired) 

of (eventually) six set up for quick-change oper­
ations, with the seats being attached to pal­
let s. These were also equipped - just like their 
Canadian cousins flying with Pacific Western 
a'ld Norda ir - with gravel kits and were used to 

from and to unprepared landing strips. 
•,a protected engines and undercar­

"'Drq stone damage). 
8727-200 was also used to com­

.,...c~ to Portland (after a break of 
::!~ ~ r..:: ~~ =rancisco. By the mid 1980s, 
~ re_- ~.had increased, adding daily 

,gm.s :.o ~~ ~ Spokane, Boise, Phoenix, 
Tucson ana iiie -e...-o-JOO of services to Nome 
and Kotzet>ue :i-- ..s soared and in 1987 
Horizon Air and Jet~ were acquired. By 
the end of t he d ecade. ,:S '""tt. had increased 

five-fold and its route network stretched to 
Mexico and included a scheduled service to 
Russia. 

More Destinations 
The purchase of Jet America in 1987, a Long 

Beach, California-based carrier that had been 
established in 1983, meant more destinations, 
such as the Californian cities of Oakland, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles and Orange County, plus 
Las Vegas, Dallas, St Louis, Chicago and Detroit. 
(The last two were soon discontinued because 
they did not fit the planned route network.) The 
acquisition also brought a new type of aircraft 

in the form of McDonnell Douglas MD-82s and 
Alaska would eventually fly up to 48 MD-82s 
and MD-83s. Later that year, Horizon Air was 
purchased. It was an established regional car­
rier operat ing just a pair of leased Fairchild F27 
turboprops on a niche market between Seattle, 
Pasco and Yakima in the state of Washington. 
Alaska grew steadily and acquired further car­
riers including Air Oregon and Transwestern 
Airlines of Utah which served the intermoun­
tain states including Boise, Idaho. The airline 
was purchased by t he Alaska Air Group Inc, t he 
holding company of Alaska Airlines and placed 
as a regional feeder. Today, Alaska and Horizon ► 

Boeing 727-,0C N766AS, cln 19728, In th• carrif!r's 'Goitkn Nugget' colours of thf! early 1970s. 
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