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BONUS VACATION?
OH HELLO, ALASKA.

»- 32,500 bonus miles offer when you apply
through an employee.

- Buy one ticket, get one for just the taxes & fees,
after qualifying purchases.

»- 3x miles on Alaska Airlines purchases;
1 mile for every dollar spent on all
other purchases.

"~ First checked bag FREE.




Limited Time Offer

32,500

»- BONUS MILES <«

>aska

Mileage Plan

Apply now through an Alaska r i /”5@

employee or at AlaskaOffer.com AIRLINES

The benefits described herein are subject to certain restrictions, limitations and exclusions. For more information about rates, fees, other costs
and benefits of this credit card, or to apply, visit AlaskaOffer.com and refer to disclosures accompanying the application. This credit card
program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service
Association and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A, Inc. ©2019 Bank of America Corporation




Anchorage, Alaska
907.563.3822
800.478.3822

Fairbanks, Alaska
907.455.9600

Juneau, Alaska
907.780.4030
888.399.4030

Ketchikan, Alaska
907.247.2228
877.847.2228
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Construction Machinery Industrial, LLC

Kirk Currey Eric Cole
Sales Rep. Sales Rep.
Anchorage Branch Juneau Branch
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" INCREDIBLE PERFORMANCE

PROVEN RELIABILITY.

Your equipment is only as good as your dealer’s support. With Construction
Machinery Industrial, LLC, you always get guaranteed, quality service that
allows you to dig to what matters, day after day. Choose what matters.
Choose Volvo.

PUSH BGUNDARIES. Volve Construction Equipment
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“My Best 10 truly
became a lifestyle.”

LOSE 10 LBS AND 10 YEARS IN 10 WEEKS

Prior to My Best 10, although my health was good, | wasn't in the
best physical shape. Being a business owner kept me busy and |
wasn’'t prone to exercising regularly. However, my daughter and |
would occasionally work out together and, as she got older, | began
to wonder what my energy would be like when | had grandchildren. |
realized that | wanted to become more fit so that I'd be able to enjoy
my time with them as much as | did with my children.

My Best 10 provided me with a structured program that | could follow.
My goals were to lose 15-20 pounds, reset my eating habits, and
have better tone all over my body. The program was just what | had
expected and more.

| especially liked the weekly meeting with my Registered Dietitian and

Be your best. the regular workouts with my Personal Trainer.
Feel strong & vibrant. I'm happiest about the inches | lost and the overall improvement in my
body composition. My strength has improved significantly, as well as my

Awaken age|ess beauty_ stamina. The biggest surprise was realizing that | actually like to work

) ) ) out! | always feel that it's my Zen place, regardless of how hard my
Step into our time machine and roll personal trainer makes me exercise.
back the years with our step-by-step What's the secret of my success? Here are a few lessons | learned.
rejuvenation program. Together with | made sure | had a good support system. The support | received
our experts, you will look and feel from my husband was a great contributor to my success, in addition

to keeping with the plan — from the regular training sessions to being
diligent with my eating habits. In spite of being busy, | continued to
exercise on the days | didn't work out with my persconal trainer and kept
healthy snacks at work so | wouldn't be tempted when | was hungry.

your best in just 10 weeks.

| practiced self-compassion. | learned how to be patient and not beat

myself up if there was no weight loss for a week. | simply hit the reset
button and realized that | could give myself a longer goal than just the
program timeframe.

| learned how to incorporate my life into the program, rather than the
program into my life. Having this mindset, along with talking it through
with my dietitian and personal trainer, helped me make good choices
while out to dinner or traveling to ensure that, after the program, the

weight didn’t come back. My Best 10 truly became a lifestyle.

Get started today!
Call 1-877-497-6210
mybest10.com
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Horizon Pendant
with Abalone Inlay and

Pavé Diamonds

An incomparable collection of Hawaiian and Island lifestyle jewelry
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Elyse Saugstad
The world-champion
freeride skier conquers
mountains and more.

By Bill Fink

FEERUARY 2019

110 Near & Far: Hangzhou
Beauty and history combine with
modernity in southeast China.

By Sophie Friedman

»
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131 Here & Now: California
San Francisco’s Presidio celebrates
25 years as a beloved park.

By Renee Brincks
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Windermere

REAL ESTATE

Windermere's W Collection is tailored to the unique needs of our most
discerning home buyers and sellers. With beautiful signature marketing
materials, a global network with international exposure, and a dedication
to perfection, W Collection agents provide an extraordinary level of quality
and service. Find a W Collection agent near you at WbyWindermere.com.
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Exquisite experiences
and locales for weddings,

honeymoons and getaways.
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Arts and entertainment
in Ohio’s capital city.

110 Splendid City
Picturesque historical
treasures in Hangzhou.
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21 Onthe Menu
A splash of citrus
brightens winter.

23 Community
Alaska supports the
Opportunities for All
initiative, which provides
internships to help low-
income Bay Area students
succeed.

FEATURES
64 A Winter Train Journey
in Alaska
See quintessential sights,
such as the aurora borealis,
in the Great Land.

78 Intermountain NW
W The Spokanearea’s culture
of creativity.
W Spokane-region
recreation, ranging from
Riverfront Park to ski slopes
and cultural attractions.
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and more.

148 Games
156 #iFlyAlaska

ON THE COVER
Professional freeride skier
Elyse Saugstad.

Photo by Ingrid Barrentine.
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The URimate Steak Exgerience!

2%~ % “

Benjamin Steak House
+ Benjamin Prime

NEW YORK, NY
212.338.0818

McKendrick’s
Steak House

ATLANTA, GA
770.818.6346

LEXINGTON, KY
859.335.6500

SEATTLE, WA
206.624.3287

RingSide Steakhouse

PORTLAND, OR
503.223.1513

Steak House

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
317.635.0636

DENVER, CO
303.399.5353

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
612.339.9900

Grill 225

CHARLESTON, SC
843.266.4222

www.GreatSteakofNA.com
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The Right Mix

of More.
The Northwest's

Premier Shopping
and Dining District.

Plan the perfect getaway for more
of what you're locking for.

Explore the best mix of 200 shops
and 50+ local-to-global dining options,
plus three luxe hotels—

All in One Place.

bellevuecollection.com

Scan this code with your smartphone camera or QR code reader
for “Shop and Stay” packages at Hyatt Regency Bellevue,
The Westin Bellevue, and W Bellevue.

THE BELLEXUE COLLECTION

BELLEVUE SQUARE « BELLEVUE PLACE * LINCOLN SQUARE =5 ;
THE BELLEVUE

Located in downtown Bellevue, WA, just minutes from Seattle. 425-454-8096 - COLLECTION"




WORK HARD,
PLAY TWICE AS HARD?
OH HELLO, ALASKA.

For a limited time, buy one ticket and get a second
for just the taxes and fees.

Introductory Offer
Alaska Airlines Visa® Business Card benefits:

7@?&(’&- e 32,500 bonus miles offer
ileage Plan

H o e Annual companion fare
e e e Free checked bag

400D 1234 S5bIR 8123 .
e Track business expenses separately
00/00

crosweLl oo VISA

aska

AIRLINES

To apply, visit
BankofAmerica.com/akbusinesscard

The Visa Business Card benefits described herein are subject to
certain restrictions, limitations and exclusions. For more information
about the rates, fees, costs and benefits of this credit card, visit
BankofAmerica.com/akbusinesscard and refer to disclosures
accompanying application. This credit card program is issued and
administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are
a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association,
and is used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A,, Inc.
©2019 Bank of America Corporation. ARM5SBTBM




POSTCARDS
FROM THE CEO

WELCOME.

2} The Great Land is beautiful, even in January. The low temps create a beautiful frost on
the trees, and there is something really wonderful and peaceful about the mornings here, when
the sun doesn’t rise until after 10 a.m. | was in Anchorage for a week in early January on the

suggestion of one of our employees, who challenged me to job shadow—walking in our frontline

employees’ shoes. It sounded like a good idea to me.

W My week started with
my flight from Seattle to
Anchorage. The Seattle-
based flight crew—Shannon
Novito, Angela Bolton, Kris
McCloskey and Kimberly

Sagmoen—were awesome. |

had a great time visiting with
them, interacting with our
guests onboard, and serving a beverage or two. | sat on the flight deck
for the last 40 minutes of the flight and was impressed by the expert
airmanship of Captain John Lien and First Officer Levi Breidenbach,

who navigated us into Anchorage amid a low blanket of fog.

® | spent the next several hours in
the Anchorage airport, at the ticket
counter, learning from Kiana Baluyut,
a designated trainer customer service
agent. Kiana was extremely patient
with me, even when she had to explain
the same entries and transactions
many times. She taught me how to check in, scan and tag bags, and
how to deal with special service requests. It was wonderful getting to

meet so many of our guests while at the ticket counter.

® The next day, | was off to Dutch Harbor on PenAir, one of our
commuter partners. We provide scheduled service to 20 cities in
Alaska, the majority of which have fewer than 10,000 people. In many
cases, we provide jet service several times a day. This is something

that truly makes us unique as an airline.

B When | got back to Anchorage, |
headed over to the ramp operations
center. This important team schedules
airport operations, such as baggage
and cargo connections, and manages
the departure-coordination process.
Niki McDade is a fantastic departure
coordinator. Here, we’re working

Flight 155 to Nome and Kotzebue.

m | spent the bulk of Wednesday
in our Anchorage cargo opera-
tion, an experience | can describe
only as humbling. There was an
amazing sense of teamwork among
our folks there, and a clear focus on
our customers who live in the state’s
small villages. Here | am with my

coach for the day, Jacob Scanlan.

® | came back later that night to
begin the night shift with our
maintenance and engineering team,
and with our stores team, who
provide all the aircraft parts. It is
amazing to see maintenance techni-

cians start their shift. Thereisnt a
lot of talking, but hangar doors start
opening; bells are going off; tugs are getting hooked up to airplanes.
It’s great teamwork and a finely tuned operation. | was able to observe
as Sig Sigurdson, Tom Genzianoc and Marc Sheldon conducted a bore-

scope inspection on one of our aircraft engines.

m Thursday, | joined our Anchorage ramp team. Below, I'm sending
off Flight 80 with Jose Inga, Bill Trivett, Mike Freeman, Josephine
Calderra, Eric Henry and Todd Seitz. On the right, that’s Josephine and
me in the aircraft belly, loading bags. | want to thank Eric, my ramp
coach, and the entire ramp service team, who were very kind and

welcoming, and who tolerated all of my questions and mistakes.

FEBRUARY 2019 ALASKA BEYOND 11



)) WELCOME

u | then flew out to Red Dog Mine in the Arctic to see our flight
operation. It was a clear day and Alaska’s natural beauty really came
through. The picture above is of Runway 3 at Red Dog, on our approach.

u For my last day, | worked in the terminal and in baggage services.
Above, right, here | am with Mary Graham, serving as control agent for
Flight 96. And then | had a great flight home with an awesome crew.

) WELCOME

POSTALES
DEL DIRECTOR
EJECUTIVO

2} El estado de Alaska es hermoso, inclu-
so en enero. Las bajas temperaturas crean una
hermosa escarcha en los drboles, y hay algo
realmente maravilloso y tranquilo en las
mafianas aqui (cuando estd oscuro hasta
alrededor de las 10:00 A.M.). Estuve en Ancho-
rage durante una semana a principios de enero
por sugerencia de uno de nuestros empleados,
quien me desafid a observar el trabajo en
forma directa por un dfa y ponerme en el lugar
de nuestros empleados de atencidn al cliente.
Me parecid una buena idea.

Mi semana comenzd con el vuelo desde
Seattle hasta Anchorage. La tripulacién de
vuelo con base en Seattle (Shannon Novito,
Angela Bolton, Kris McCloskey y Kimberly
Sagmoen) fueron increibles. Me diverti mucho
durante mi visita con ellos, interactuar con
nuestros pasajeros a bordo, y servir una o dos
bebidas. Me senté en la cabina de mando
durante los Gltimos 40 minutos del vuelo, y me

impresiond la destreza aerondutica del capitan

12 ALASKA BEYOND FEBRUARY 2019

This trip was the first of many for the coming
year for our leaders at Alaska Airlines and
Horizon Air. In a program called “Leader Immer-
sion,” each of our managers, from managing
directors on up, will spend a week in the opera-
tion. Kind of like on Undercover Boss, but with-
out the disguise, as one of our employees noted.

| find myself smiling from ear to ear as | write
this note recounting my visit. My job-shadow
week has left me with a deep sense of gratitude.

Alaska and Horizon have the best employees in the industry, and it was
uplifting to spend time with them. Like many of our employees, | came
into the airline business because | love aviation; | love Alaska Airlines; and

I love being around our people and you, our guests. This was the perfect

John Lien y del copiloto Levi Breidenbach que
nos llevaron a Anchorage en medio de una
cortina de niebla.

Pasé las siguientes horas en el aeropuerto
de Anchorage aprendiendo de Kiana Baluyut,
una de nuestras instructoras de servicio al
cliente. Kiana fue extremadamente paciente
conmigo, incluso cuando tuvo que explicarme
las mismas instrucciones y transacciones varias
veces. Ella me ensefid cédmo documentar,
escanear y etiquetar maletas, ademds de
atender las solicitudes de servicios especiales.
Fue maravilloso conocer a muchos de nuestros
pasajeros en el mostrador.

El dfa siguiente sali para Dutch Harbor en
PenAir, nuestro socio de viajes. Alaska brinda
un servicio programado a 20 ciudades en el
estado de Alaska, la mayoria de las cuales tiene
poblaciones de menos de 10.000 habitantes. Y
en muchos casos, brindamos servicio de jets
varias veces al dia. Esto es algo que realmente
nos hace Unicos como aeralinea.

Cuando regresé a Anchorage, me dirigf al
centro de operaciones de rampa. Este impor-
tante equipo programa las operaciones del
aeropuerto, como las conexiones de cargay

equipaje y gestiona el proceso de coordinacién

way to start a new year.

Thank you for reading this, and thank you for flying with the fantastic
men and women of Alaska Airlines. —Brad Tilden

de salidas. Niki McDade es una coordinadora
de salidas fantastica quien me ayudé a trabajar
en el vuelo 155 a Nome y Kotzebue.

Pasé la mayor parte del miércoles en nues-
tra operacién de carga en Anchorage, una
experiencia que solo puedo describir como una
humilde leccidn. Experimente una increible
sensacién de trabajo en equipo entre nuestra
gente ahi'y ademas me dio una vision clara de
las necesidades de nuestros clientes que viven
en pequefias aldeas en el estado de Alaska.
Jacob Scanlan fue miinstructor por el dfa.

Esa noche, me regrese para comenzar el
turno vespertino con nuestro equipo de man-
tenimiento de aeronave e ingenierfa y con
nuestro equipo de bodega (quienes proveen
todas las partes de la aeronave). Es realmente
increible ver a los técnicos de mantenimiento
cuando comienzan su turno. No se habla
mucho, solo comienzan a abrirse las puertas
del hangar, se activan las alarmas y se engan-
chan los remolcadores a los aviones. Es un
gran trabajo en equipo y una operacién bien
optimizada. Pude observar a Sig Sigurdson,
Tom Genziano y Marc Sheldon mientras reali-
zaban una inspeccion de baroscopio en uno de

los motores de uno de nuestros aviones.



El jueves, me unia nuestro equipo de
rampas en Anchorage, despachando el
vuelo 80 con José Inga, Bill Trivett, Mike
Freeman, Josephine Calderra, Eric Henry
y Todd Seitz. Josephine y yo juntos
cargamos maletas en el interior del
avién. Quiero agradecerle a Eric, mi
instructor de rampa por ese dia, y a
todo el equipo de agentes del servicio
de rampa de Anchorage por ser tan
amables conmigo y por tolerar todas
mis preguntas y errores.

Luego volé a Red Dog Mine, para ver
nuestra operacién en esa parte del
Artico. Era un dia despejado, y la belleza
natural de Alaska realmente se hizo sentir.

En mi dltimo dfa, trabajé en la terminal
y en el departamento de equipaje. Traba-
jé con Mary Graham como agente de
control en el vuelo 96, y luego tuve un
gran vuelo a casa con una tripulacién
increfble.

Este viaje fue el primero de muchos
para nuestros lideres de Alaska Airlines
y Horizon Air durante el proximo afio.
Nuestros directores generales pasardn
una semana trabajando directamente en
la operacidn, en lo que se conoce como
“Inmersion de lideres.” Una especie de
jefe encubierto, semejante al programa
de television Undercover Boss, pero sin
el disfraz, como sefialé uno de nuestros
empleados.

Mientras escribo esta nota narrando
mi visita, me veo sonriendo de oreja a
oreja. Tengo un profundo sentido de
gratitud. Alaska y Horizon tienen los
mejores empleados de la industria, y fue
gratificante pasar mas tiempo con ellos.
Como muchos de nuestros empleados,
entré al negocio de las aerolineas porque
me encanta la aviacidn, me encanta
Alaska Airlines y me encanta estar cerca
de ustedes, nuestros pasajeros. Esta fue
la manera perfecta de comenzar un
nuevo afo.

Gracias por leer mi notay gracias por
volar con los fantdsticos hombresy

mujeres de Alaska. —Brad Tilden

UPGRADE YOUR
RESUME.
LAND ANYWHERE
YOU WANT.

Twelve years ago, Ingrid Scheel

was filing papers part time

for a small fiber optic sensor
technology firm. Today, she’s the

' vice president and she’s focused

on tomorrow. To keep the
company primed for success,
she’s pursuing an engineering
management master’s degree
100% online with Oregon
State University Ecampus.
Because to reach your
destination, you have to stay
focused on the future.

Ingrid Scheel
Engineering management
Portland, Oregon

ONLINE PROGRAMS

ecampus.oregonstate.edu Vi) Oregon State
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Brush better. Travel lighter.

Unless you're really into baggage, the best
part of travel isn't packing. quip solves that
with a better electric toothbrush, from
$25. Unlike bulky electrics with a massive
charger, quip is light, wireless, and lasts

3 months on a single battery. Ever lose a
travel case? You'll flip for the multi-use
cover that mounts te mirrors and slides
over your bristles to toss in a carry-on.

There are also timed sonic vibrations with
30-second pulses to guide you into every
noak and cranny. It's no wonder quip
was named one of TIME's Best Inventions
and is accepted by the American Dental
Association. Subscribe to get your first refill
free’ and we'll deliver a new brush head,
battery and optional toothpaste every 3
months from $5. Go forth and stay fresh :)

Brushes from $25. First refill free at getquip.com/alaska

*Valid once per user for refills up to $10. Offer ends 4/30/19, Sae website for full terms and conditions.

Timed sonic vibrations
in an ultraslim design

Travels easily with no
wires or bulky charger

iy
=

w

Refreshed every 3
months on a refill plan
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IN THE KNOW.

WHAT'S NEW:
THE MOST MOVIES

3 More than 700 titles. That’s the total
number of free films, TV shows and short-
form videos that will be available this month on
most flights to stream to your device via the
Alaska Beyond Entertainment system.
Included in this collection will be more than
360 films—a movie library that Alaska is boost-
ing significantly this month. With the expan-
sion, Alaska will offer more free films on nearly
every flight than any other domestic airline
(with some variation on different planes).
Guests will be able to enjoy recent releases
such as the Golden Globe-winning rock ’n’ roll
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody, which premieres on
Alaska flights later this month. Guests will also
be able to view older favarites: All five Jurassic
Park movies, all eight Harry Potter films, the
Pitch Perfect trilogy and the first five titles in

the Rocky series are onboard or coming soon.
Download the Gogo Entertainment app to
watch free movies and shows. Once inflight, m Curious which films are watched most on Alaska flights?

go to AlaskaWiFi.com to get started. Find out last year’s most popular inflight movies at blog.alaskaair.com.

ALAS KA NAM E D 27 In January, Alaska was ranked “Receiving recognition for our safety

among the top 20 safest airlines in the culture from such a respected organiza-

ON E OF TH E WORLD,S world for 2019 by AirlineRatings.com, tion is a true testament to our work
SAFEST A l R LI N Es an Australian website that reviews practices,” says Max Tidwell, Alaska’s

aviation safety and inflight products. Vice President of Safety and Security.
“Safety is our top priority and is firmly
ingrained in our culture, as we are
personally committed to the safety of
our guests and one another.”

Top airlines were selected from a
pool of 405 carriers, based on a seven-
star rating system. AirlineRatings.com
takes into account factors for safety
that include government audits, audits
from aviation’s governing bodies, fleet
age, incident records and airlines’ safety
initiatives.

Visit AirlineRatings.com to learn

more. —Dianne McGinness
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Shipping to Alaska or Hawaii?
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We’ve got you covered!
Lynden can ship your freight to Southeast, Central and
Western Alaska, and Hawaii. We’re proud to offer reliable

barge service to port communities throughout Alaska and

the Hawaiian Islands. Wherever you need to ship, your goods
will arrive safely and on schedule. You can rely on Lynden to
create innovative solutions to your transportation challenges.

[SELYNDEN

Innovative Transportation Solutions
lynden.com | 1-888-596-3361




A HELPING HAND

Flight Attendant Steve Poynter is
a Legend of Customer Service

2) Steve Poynter didn’t fly until he was 16
and went con a ski vacation to Montana. And
yet, as a young teenager growing up in the
Seattle area, he used to hang out with friends
at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, like
other teens hang out at a mall.

“| always had a love of planes,” says Poynter,
now a 33-year Alaska flight attendant, based in
Seattle. “We used to go up to the counters and
look at the boards to see where people flew.
And I'd dream about places to go.”

Fate may have helped steer him toward his
career. After graduating from the University
of Washington with an anthropology degree,
Poynter won a contest that awarded him a trip
with stops in any three U.S. cities. He chose
Honolulu, New York and Miami. When he got
back to Seattle, he knew he wanted to work at
an airline. He quickly found a job as a flight
attendant and has been one ever since.

In addition to his love of air travel, Poynter
has a deep devotion to the people who travel
with him. These include guests, who regularly
praise his exemplary service, as well as fellow
flight attendants. Poynter serves colleagues
through a role with the Association of Flight
Attendants, and through his work on Alaska’s
Preferential Bidding System that determines
the best-possible schedules available to flight
attendants. Poynter helped take the PBS from
a paper-based format to a computerized one,
and he is known for tirelessly answering ques-
tions and offering expertise about the system.
He likes that this can help colleagues achieve
better work-life balance.

Recently, Poynter needed to rebalance his
own life after he received a cancer diagnosis.
He resolved not to let the disease slow him
down. He’s still dreaming of places to go
(Egypt, Turkey, China) and finding new ways to
help others, such as promoting prostate
screening for men over 50.

“I live life the best | can,” he says. “I try to

help others do the same.” —Ben Raker

(XY
)
e

PEOPLE BEHIND THE SPIRIT

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

What do you strive for in your service?
My goal is to treat everybody profession-
ally and like they are guests in my home.

How much do you like your job?
| never dreamed that, after 33 years, |
could still say I love my work. And | do.

What advice do you have about the job?
Have patience. Travel can be hard, but |
like that once people get on a plane, they
can relax—and that | can help with that.

Steve Poynter.

How do you measure success at work?
For me, it’s really important that people
just have an enjoyable flight.

What are your travel tips?

| do research. When | travel, | have a plan.
I like to find the best any place has to offer.
Also, | always have a change of clothes.

What trips have been your favorites?
Machu Picchu, Peru, was really amazing.
The island of Bali was incredibly beautiful.

KUDOS FROM STEVE’S CO-WORKERS

“The focus Steve puts on people is evident
in everything he does. He’s there for co-
workers 24/7, takes great care of guests
and is the recipient of kudos from many.”
—Tom R, Inflight Supervisor, Seattle

“He’s everything a flight attendant should
be—kind, thoughtful, trustworthy, posi-
tive, and a person who always puts others
first.” —Shirley P., Flight Attendant, Seattle

“Steve’s calm and patience never waver.
He is a constant source of reassurance

and has a remarkable capacity to think
outside the box to help find solutions.”
—Laura M., Flight Attendant, Portland

“Steve has an incredible ability to speak on
many platforms and promote dialogue to
change and improve.” —Robbi B., Director,
Inflight Service Center, Seattle

“He’s genuine, he’s authentic, he’s a man
of integrity, and he always gives 110 per-
cent. And he seems to do it effortlessly.”
—Jennifer M., Flight Attendant, Seattle

ALASKA AIRLINES EMPLOYEES such as Steve Poynter are the reason for our

service excellence. Join us in creating an airline people love. Visit careers.alaskaair.com.
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The Concessionaires at Sea-Tac invite you to
get to the airport early and relax. Enjoy a variety
of shops, restaurants and live music to help
start your trip off right!

Eat, Shop, on the fly. a: &
Seatacshops.com

In every concourse

SEATTLE-TACOMA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT



TOP QUALITY

FAA Liaison Manager Deb Weaver
is a Horizon Air Pathfinder

) Deb Weaver believes in the value of thank-
you. “I liked to get out onto the hangar floor
every day to see how things were going and
to recognize people for being there, and for
doing a good job,” says Weaver, who retired
last month as FAA Liaison Manager for
Horizon Air’s Maintenance & Engineering
Division. She was the key contact for 12
FAA inspectors and Horizon leadership

as she ensured that 400 people in four
departments—Maintenance Operations,
Engineering, Airworthiness and Materials—
met FAA and Horizon safety requirements.

“We have an outstanding team of highly
skilled individuals in the M&E Division who
genuinely care about what they are doing,” she
says. “Everybody takes a lot of pride in the work
they do, and a simple thank-you can go a long
way and make somebody’s whole day.”

In recognition of the quality of her own work,
Weaver received an award last year from the
FAA office in Portland, Oregon, where she was
based. The liaison position requires skills rang-
ing from outstanding communication to rigor-
ous monitoring, from handling extensive paper-
work to an ability to coach and inspire others.

She is known for having a solutions-focused
approach; being positive, open and honest; and
providing a listening ear. “I've always had an
open-door policy,” she says. “People sometimes
came to my office who just needed to talk—
about something personal or about work.
People trust me and know that | truly care.

They would say, ‘Is the counselor in?’”

Weaver worked in maintenance admini-
stration and recordkeeping for two small air-
lines in Cleveland before moving to Portland
in 1982. She started at Horizon in 1983 as a
records clerk and went on to manage the
Aircraft Records department before becoming
the FAA Liaison Manager. “It has been great to
be with a company for so many years that has
given me opportunities and challenges, and that

| have loved working for,” she says. —M. Dill

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

What is a meaningful accomplishment?
It’s all about the people to me. When |
walked into the maintenance hangar on
any given shift and the technicians waved
and called my name clear across the han-
gar to say hi, that never got old, even after
all those years.

What’s been interesting about your job?
All the different and wonderful people |
have interacted with over the years. Also,
realizing the role “human factors” play,
not only in work, but in everybody’s life.
My husband is a retired Horizon mechanic,
and when something happens at home,
we’ll start doing “the five whys” process to
get to the bottom of why it happened and

» IN THE KNOW
PEOPLE BEHIND THE SPIRIT

how to prevent it next time. Or because
I'm so aware of human factors, I'll say,
“You're really fatigued—| don’t think you
want to make that decision right now.”

What is most important to you in life?
My faith and my family. | live by some words
in Joshua 1:9 that my mom would always
say to me: “Be strong and courageous.”
And my husband and relatives are so im-
portant to me. Also, the people you work
with every day are really your family, too,
and we need to treat each other that way.

What activities do you enjoy?
I like to walk marathons. I've done eight.
My goal is to complete 10.

PRAISE FOR DEB

“Throughout Deb’s astounding 35-plus
years at Horizon, she has been known for
her professionalism, accuracy, timeliness
and ability to get things done while show-
ing genuine care for those she works with.
FAA Liaison is a big role, and one that
requires the highest level of ownership
mentality and integrity. One of the things

)

Deb has stressed is to do the right thing
and own your work, no matter what.
Her caring extends to community
service, as well, such as regularly taking
her two Labrador retrievers to donate
blood at an emergency veterinary clinic.”
—George K., Horizon Vice President of
Maintenance & Engineering, Seattle

HORIZON AIR EMPLOYEES such as Deb Weaver are the reason for our service

excellence. Join us in creating an airline people love. Visit horizonair.jobs.
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FUNKO HEADQUARTERS STORE SERVES UP THE
MAGIC OF STORYTELLING AND POP CULTURE

If you've ever dreamed of prowling the streets of Gotham with the Dark Knight,
riding a tauntaun on the frozen planet Hoth or chilling with the Hulk on the
streets of the Big Apple, Funko’s headquarters store in Everett provides you
the opportunity to visit these worlds and more. For 30 years, Funko has been
delighting pop culture enthusiasts with collectibles depicting their favorite
cartoon, television, movie and video game characters.

The Funko store is a mere 30-minute drive from downtown Seattle and

15 minutes north of Alaska Airlines’ new Paine Field connection. However,

itis worlds away from anything you‘ve experienced before. Stomp through

Tokyo with a 14-foot Godzilla, feel the magic of Diagon Alley and visit a Disney
princess, or three, at their castle. Journey with us to a galaxy far, far away in a land
filled with happily ever afters. And if you happen to return home with your favorite
charactersin your luggage... we promise we won't tell.

172

FUNKO, LLC
2802 WETMORE AVE.
EVERETT, WA 25201

n JOriginal Funko g [OriginalFunko @ @CriginalFunko
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IMGRID BARRENTINE

A SPLASH OF CITRUS

By Chef Joshua Rappaport

2) Few things brighten up winter like the sweet yet
tangy flavors of fresh citrus. Most of us associate oranges
with sunshine and warm days, but smaller oranges, such
as clementines and mandarins, are actually at their peak
in midwinter and lend a welcome splash of color.

For the following dish—currently available in First Class
on select Alaska Airlines flights—sliced clementines are
paired with the distinctive licorice notes of fennel and
Pernod, which serve as the foundation of a marinade for
chicken breasts. The chicken is roasted on top of aromatic
ingredients that caramelize for deliciously sweet and
earthy flavors. And the robust winter flavor of sauteed
Swiss chard as an accompaniment, along with fragrant
saffron rice, complements the sweet, sunny taste of the

oranges in a wonderful winter meal.

Y
=
m CHICKEN WITH CLEMENTINES

o 2 fennel bulbs (trimmed of e 3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

roots, stalks) ® 2 tablespoons grain mustard
s 6 clementines (or mandarin « 3 tablespoons brown sugar
oranges; 1 pound) e 2 teaspoons fresh thyme leaves
¢ 14 cup Pernod (or dry e 2 teaspoons fennel seeds
white Vermouth) e Kosher salt and ground pepper
s )4 cup extra-virgin olive oil ® 3 chicken breasts, boneless,
e 3 tablespoons orange juice with skin on

Cut fennel bulbs in half lengthwise. Remove the tough cores from
the bottoms, then slice the rest lengthwise into roughly J4-inch strips.
Slice clementines crosswise, V/g-inch thick. In a large nonreactive bowl,
make marinade of Perncd, oil, orange juice, lemon juice, mustard,
sugar, thyme, fennel strips and seeds, and clementines. Season with
salt and pepper. Add chicken breasts and toss gently to coat well with
marinade. Cover and refrigerate overnight. « The next day, preheat
oven to 375 F. Remove chicken breasts from marinade and set aside.
Spread marinade in an even layer in a shallow baking dish that accom-
modates the chicken without crowding. Lay breasts skin side up on top
of marinade and roast until skin is lightly browned and breasts reach
an internal temperature of 165 F. Remove from oven and transfer
chicken to a platter. Separate clementines from the rest of the mari-
nade. Garnish each breast with a slice. Mix caramelized fennel slices

well with pan juices, and spoon this over the chicken before serving.

» IN THE KNOW
ON THE MENU

m SAFFRON RICE B SAUTEED SWISS CHARD

2 tablespoons olive oil e 2 bunches red Swiss chard

« 1 small diced yellow onion ¢ 2 tablespoons olive oil

-
e 1 pinch saffron threads « 2 tablespoons unsalted butter

® 2 cups basmati rice e 2 tablespoons chopped shallot

« 3 cups water « 3 chopped garlic cloves
e ¥ teaspoon kosher salt e Kosher salt and pepper
Heat the olive oil in a heavy- Wash the chard well. Separate
bottomed pot over medium stems from leaves. Slice stems into
flame. Add onion and saffron, Ya-inch pieces. Cut leaves into
and saute until translucent. Do strips about 1 inch wide. Heat oil
not allow to brown. Add the rice,  and butter in a heavy-bottomed
and stir to coat well with oil and pan over medium flame. Add
onions. Add water and salt, bring  shallots and garlic. Saute until
to a simmer. Reduce heat and aromatic. Add stems and saute
cover tightly. Cook until the rice until tender, then add leaves and
has absorbed all liquid. Remove season with salt and pepper. Cook,
from heat and let sit, covered, stirring frequently, until
for 5 to 10 minutes leaves are tender. Serve

before serving. immediately. %

Joshua Rappaport, based in Seattle, is Executive Chef, Menu Design, for
LSG Sky Chefs. He partners with Alaska on bold inflight menu options.
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| don't ever remember a time when | didn’t
struggle with my weight. Beginning at the
age of four, | went on and off all kinds of
diet plans. In my senior year of high school,
| started getting migraines, which became
progressively frequent until | felt debilitated.
| 'was in so much pain that my biggest joy
was eating whatever junk food | wanted.
This sent my weight soaring to 335 pounds.

When | moved to the Seattle area, my doctor
recommended 20/20 LifeStyles. All the diets
I'd done over the years only addressed what |
ate. 20/20 LifeStyles was the first program to
attack my weight and health from all angles.
The comprehensive scope of the program
included a PRO Registered Dietitian, Personal
Trainer, Counselor, and Physician who
worked together. While I'd tried these pieces
individually before, the integration of all these
experts working together was life-changing.

Another feature unigue to 20/20 LifeStyles
was the compassion and kindness |
experienced from everyone from the very
start. When all you hear your whole life

is, “You need to lose weight,” it's easy to
blame yourself. Instead, the 20/20 staff
tried to absolve me and focused on the
physiological processes that had led to
the weight gain.

Start losing today at 2020lifestyles.com

| learned so much about myself and my
relationship with food throughout the
20/20 LifeStyles program, particularly
through counseling. I'd always believed
that | overate just because food tastes
good. Over time, | realized that | was using
food as a coping mechanism or as an act
of rebellion against perceived restrictions.
By the end of the program, | had a good
sense of what my triggers are and had
learned strategies to help manage my
temptations to overeat

It's freaking amazing that I've lost over 150
pounds from my heaviest weight! | feel
like I'm in uncharted territories. | don't ever
remember being smaller, even as a kid! It's
surreal and wonderful!

| think what surprised me most is that |
really could do it. | didn't think I'd ever be
below 200 pounds, but | am. The weight
loss has slowed tremendously, but I'm still
chipping away at it. It hasn't been quick,
easy, consistent, or without its setbacks, but
it has been an incredible journey and I'm
grateful to have had this opportunity. Losing
150 pounds was once a preposterous
dream goal, but | did it. Who knows what
else is in store for me?

(425) 861-6258

advertisement

ifeStyles

LOST 150
POUNDS

‘ANY IMPROVEMENT, BIG
OR SMALL, IS WORTH
CELEBRATING...”

WEIGHT LOSS
SEMINAR

with Dr. Gordon Cohen

Bring your health
back in balance.

» High Blood Pressure
- High Cholesterol
» Diabetes

» Overweight

Find out more at 2020lifestyles.com.

F MEDICALLY-BASED.
b PROVEN RESULTS.

4455 148th Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA




OFFICE OF MAYOR LONDON N, BREED

OPPORTUNITIES
TO SUCCEED

A new program gives low-income
Bay Area students paid internships

By Jacob Uitti

3} san Francisco Mayor London Breed
knows the importance of community support
at the right time.

A native of the Bay Area, Breed grew up
in the Western Addition housing projectin San
Francisco. However, an internship with the
nonprofit Family School when she was a teen-
ager helped change her life.

Breed, who was elected mayor in June 2018,
is partnering with Alaska Airlines and other
businesses to give that same opportunity to
thousands of low-income young people in the
San Francisco area.

The mayor’s new initiative, Opportunities
for All, will place San Francisco-area young
people from diverse low-income families in
paid summer internships that the mayor says
will expose the students to new professional
opportunities and help them develop long-
term networking relationships, just as her
internship did years ago.

“Our economy needs to work for everyone
in our city,” Breed says. “Toc many of our
young people are being left behind because
they do not have the skills, the education and
the exposure at an early age to career oppor-
tunities that can transform their lives.

“My own internship experiences in high
school were essential to my success, and |
want every kid in San Francisco to have that
same opportunity.”

Last year, Alaska Airlines approached the
mayor about partnering with her office on
community-outreach programs, and the city’s
Opportunities for All initiative turned out to
be a perfect fit.

The airline supports programs that focus on
youth education and promote diversity and
inclusion, which are pillars of the mayor’s new

program. As a result, Alaska—the program’s

first and largest donor—pledged $150,000 for
each of the next two years to help support the
internship initiative.

“We are really fortunate that Alaska Airlines
was looking to partner with us,” says Sheryl
Davis, executive director at San Francisco’s
Human Rights Commission. “Together, we
want to help young people be able to find the
best opportunities and the paths forward for
their success.”

Davis explains that the program, which has
already raised about $1 million of its $2 million
goal, is scheduled to fund at least 1,000 new
internships for students in its first year. The
program will pay teens the city’s minimum
wage of $15 per hour for 20 hours of work per
week in various professional settings, including
at government agencies and nonprofits that

otherwise couldn’t afford to pay interns.

COMMUNITY

m San Francisco Mayor London
Breed attends the launch event for
the Opportunities for All summer
internship program, which will offer
paid internships for young people in
the Bay Area to help them develop
business and networking skills.

“Alaska Airlines is honored to be the first
corporate partner of Mayor Breed’s signature
Opportunities for All program,” says Annabel
Chang, Alaska Airlines’ vice president for the
Bay Area. “At Alaska, we recognize that intern-
ships are a critical first step to developing
important professional skills that will be used
throughout a student’s career. We want to
ensure that all youth, regardless of financial

ability, can pursue their dreams.” %

Jacob Uitti writes from Seattle.
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AN ICELANDAIR STOPOVER EXPERIENCE
IS JUST MILES AWAY

Start earning today with Icelandair and Alaska Airlines

Dreaming of flying to Iceland to see incredible landscapes,
experience the northern lights, or catch one of Iceland's
hottest bands?

Now is the perfect chance, with Icelandair's offer to take an
Icelandair Stopover at no additional airfare on your next journey
across the Atlantic.

Even if only for 24 hours, you can do a lot during an lcelandair

Stopover. Relax in the Blue Lagoon. Stroll through Reykjavik's cozy
city center. Breathe in Icelandic nature and culture at every turn.

+ Join us at www.icelandair.com 74/”5&”

Mileage Plan

Get even more from your adventure with the benefits of
becoming an Alaska Airlines Mileage Plan™ and Icelandair
Saga Club member:

= Mileage Plan members earn miles on Icelandair flights that
count towards Mileage Plan elite status

u MVP® Gold and Gold 75K members enjoy complimentary
access to the Icelandair Saga Lounge at Keflavik International
Airport, lcelandair's hub

u Icelandair Saga Club members earn both Saga Points and
Tier Credits when flying Alaska Airlines

ICELANDAIR
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fSUMMER 2018 SHOW AT MINSHENG WHARF ON MARCH 29, 2018, IN SHANGHAI, CHINA, (PHOTO BY YANSHAN ZHANG

CHRISTIAN DIOR HAUTE-COUTURE SPRING

THE FEED.
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70 YEARS i bl
OF HAUTE e el At .

COUTURE

7)) Some artists use clay,

some paint. Christian Dior
(1905-1957) used fabric to
create his art—world-renowned
garments, such as the one
pictured, that finally put stiff
shoulder p and dowdy

lorld War Il hues in the
rearview mirror.

A more than 70-year chrono-
logical retrospective of the
French designer’s work, and that

ors, is on display in
“Dior: From Paris to the World,”
at the Denver Art eum
through March 3. The exhibit
includes accessories, photos,
original sketches, runway vid
and other archival material.
Many garments have never
een seen outside of Europe.

In 1947, Dior rocked the

ith clothing featuring
lowered hemlines and o
d
boundary
fashic
Asia, Africa and the Americas,
and when Hollywood royalty
such as Rita Hayworth, Marilyn
Monroe and Elizabeth Taylor

, he became a
rldwide sensation.

Dior’s rich legacy survives
in the work of other designers,

ch as John Galliano and
Maria Grazia Chiuri o have
follc d his vision of clean

g ul lines. Their works are

also highlighted in the

Visit denverartmuseum.o

more. —Nancy Burkl

FEBRUARY 2079 ALASKA BEYOND 25



Minerslanding | Pier 57 . On the Historic San Clemente Pier
1301 Alaskan Way | Seattle, WA FISHET""' S 611 Avenida Victoria | San Clemente, CA
RESTAURANT & PA

206.623.3500 949.498.6390

TheFishermansRestaurant.com




THEATRE WEEK

SET TO OPEN

2) Chicago’s stage theater
scene attracts more than 5 million
audience members each year

to more than 250 companies.
Chicago Theatre Week, Feb. 7-17,
celebrates that live theater scene
with more than 100 performances
at discounted prices.

Productions include Friends!
The Musical Parody (shown at
right), which pokes fun at the
sitcom, Feb. 12-March 3 at the
Broadway Playhouse. X-Marks the
Spot, at the Chicago Children’s
Theatre through Feb. 24,

encourages the audience to
experience the show with multiple
senses via touchable and scented
props. Drury Lane Theatre is
showing the popular musical
Mamma Mia!, Feb. 7-Apr. 14,
featuring the music of Swedish
pop/dance group ABBA.

Chicago Theatre Week kicks
off the city’s 2019 Year of Chicago
Theatre, offering events such as
summer pop-up theater perfor-
mances at Millennium Park. Visit
chicagotheatreweek.com for more

information. —Cassie Kang

‘DRAGONS, UNICORNS & MERMAIDS’

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: THE INDIGO REPUBLIC; FROM THECOLLECTION OF ROBERT E. JACKSON; ©AMNH

Design and build your own dragon, explore a Protoceratops
skull, and learn things you never knew about mammoths,
narwhals and the creatures of myth they’ve inspired. “Mythic
Creatures: Dragons, Unicorns & Mermaids” is showing at The
Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University in Philadel-
phia, Feb. 16-June 9.

The exhibit—divided into sections devoted to land, air and
water—features sculptures and displays of mythical creatures,
along with corresponding contextual information about how
these creatures came to be created. Multimedia displays and
interactive technology enhance the exhibit.

Other features include a hands-on installation in which
visitors can rearrange model bones of a mammoth. For more
information, visit ansp.org/exhibits/mythic-creatures.

—Tiffany Lillie

)») THE FEED
THE MIX

INSTANT ART

J) The opportunity to view photos almost instantaneously
after they were taken was made possible by the 1947 Polaroid
Land camera. “Polaroids” became a hit with people attracted to
the speed and privacy the technology offered. Just snap and wait
a minute, avoiding the film developer who took days to return all
those expensive prints.

That instant, private feedback is part of what Seattle-based
collector Robert E. Jackson explores in “Polaroids: Personal,
Private, Painterly,” at the Bellevue Arts Museum through March
24. The exhibit looks at the personal photograph as a pre-digital
sort of social media experience and examines the artistry of
Polaroids—especially pictures that have been altered during
or after development, such
as the anonymous photo
pictured at right.

Jackson says context and
the photographer’s intent are
not essential to appreciating
the photos. More interesting,
he says, “is the aesthetic
‘punch’ | get visually when |
look at the image.”

For more information, visit
bellevuearts.orgfexhibitions.

—~MNancy Burkhalter
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AN EXPERIENCE UNLIKE ANY OTHER

...AT THE ISLANDS OF LORETO, BAJA MEXICO

GOLF OR SPA PACKAGE
$167 USD

per person, per night*
Promo Code: ALASKAFEB19

#1 Golf Course in Mexico
"I can't think of a course that is in the same class in terms of pure natural beauty with

the numerous ocean views, elevation changes, steep mountain canyons - Gary M. "

Vit 00l (2 tsar

Béach Resort & Spa
At the Islands of Loreto, Mexico

DANZANTE BAY DANZANTE BAY
AT THE ISLANDS OF LORETO, MEXICO R L N ARFE REARGS

HOMESITE OWNERSHIP STARTING BELOW $300,000

conforms to your lifestyle, seamlessly combining indoor and outdoor spaces, the way the Sierra de la Giganta
rugged jewels by millennia of rain and sun, and the way the Islands of Loreto stand like sentries protecting
yours. Own the beauty! Property Preview Vacations of three nights on the All Inclusive

Beauty has a home. Yours! The way the hom
Mountains envelope the property, carved

your private sanctuary make this incredibly beautiful home uniquely
Plan starting at $999 USD (per person, based on double occupancy).

Seller reserves the right to change the product offering without notice.

VILLADELPALMARLORETO.COM | 800.790.4187 ZH@ska REALOGICS BAJAHOME.COM = 844.622.0799

AIRLINES



MUSEE MARMOTTAN MONET PARIS, FRANCE, W, 1945 HOUSE IN PERSPECTIVE, IMAGE COURTESY OF THE FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN FRANCISCO; JOHN SACHEN

FROM TOP: CLAUDE MONET, THE ARTIST’'S HOUSE SEEN FROM THE ROSE GARDEN, 1922-24,81 X 93CM, 31 3/4 X 36 3/4 IN

»

THE MIX

MONET’S
SECOND ACT

3} The latter portion of artist
Claude Monet’s career was marked
by dark times. He lost his second
wife, Alice, and son Jean, he was
diagnosed with cataracts, and
World War | was playing out near
his studio in France. Through all of
this, Monet (1840-1926) emerged
with new energy and direction for
his paintings.

About 60 paintings Monet creat-
ed between 1913 and 1926 are being
exhibited in “Monet: The Late Years,”
appearing at the de Young Museum
in San Francisco, Feb. 16-May 27,
and at the Kimbell Art Museum in
Fort Worth, Texas, June 16-Sept. 15.

Monet traveled widely as a young

man, but during these later years, he

created art from what he saw out-

side his studio, about 45 miles north- Pieces include The Artist’s House Seen  “The Late Years” exhibition concludes
west of Paris, at Giverny. Scenes from the Rose Garden (1922-1924), with large-scale mural compositions,
included a Japanese footbridge, pictured above. some of which measure as much as 20
rose-entwined trellises and a lily pond, During this time period in Giverny, feet wide.

with its reflective surface and seem- Monet worked on his Grandes Décora- For more information, visit

ingly endless supply of irises, daylilies tions project, a panoramic mural deyoung.famsf.org/late-monet and
and other flora at the water’s edge. cycle. Reminiscent of this project, kimbellart.org. —Nancy Burkhalter
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CELEBRATING JAPAN arts strations and a

What began with a small group kimono fashion show.
of students at Arizona State University Food options include ¢
who wanted to get others interested a popular Japanese savory pancake
in Japan ulture is now a major whose name means “to your liking,”
festival rating its 35th y
Phoen

A a Matsuri, Fe

cting at least -

who can enjoy a program that in-

cludes exhibits, a parade, traditional side. Visit azmatsuri.org for more

dance and music performances, information. —Tiffany Lillie
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Travel & Real Estate

Desert Solstice - AZ

Meet Vacasa, the one-stop
shop for all your vacation

rental needs.

Demand for alternative lodging is at an all time high,
with one in three travelers choosing vacation rentals
over traditional hotels. This consumer trend has set the
once-sleepy vacation rental industry on a trajectory to
be worth $194 billion by 2021. Shaping the future of
this rapidly changing industry is Portland, Oregon-based
Vacasa, a next-gen hospitality company that's emerging
as a leader for all things vacation rental.

Local Teams, Global Network

Caring for over 11,000 properties around the world,
Vacasa is North America’s largest manager of vacation
properties. The company utilizes sophisticated marketing
technigues to maximize bookings while their pricing
algorithm adjusts rates in real time so that homeowners
never leave money on the table.

“Vacasa's user-friendly homeowner portal makes it

easy to check on my vacation rental and receive helpful
updates,” says Diane Galati, owner of Desert Solstice

in Scottsdale, Arizona. “l can view maintenance history
and even place a hold on my property for myself and my
family — whenever we want to visit. VWhen tax season hits, | can
simply log into the portal and download all the necessary
forms and data | need to submit my taxes. Vacasa truly makes
it easier than ever to be a vacation rental hcmeowner.”

The company’s technology is complemented by personal
service from exceptional local hospitality professionals
who care for guests and vacation homeowners in every
Vacasa market.

End-To-End Management

Vacasa's local teams handle permitting, tax registration
and other details, with comprehensive property
management services covering everything from bookings
and home care to 24/7 guest service. In addition to

their impressive local teams, Vacasa has a central office
staffed with professionals specializing in everything from
interior design, marketing, data analytics and operations.

Connecting Buyers and Sellers

In 2018, Vacasa launched Vacasa Real Estate to connect
vacation home buyers and sellers with local agents.
With access to rental performance data, a steady stream
of buyer leads, and the largest inventory of vacation
homes in the country, Vacasa is uniquely positioned to
streamline the process of buying and selling investment
properties—and to simplify the experience of renting
them out.

Online booking technology has made vacation rentals
an increasingly popular alternative to hotels. With guest
demand growing rapidly, Vacasa's one-stop shop model
enables more people than ever to effortlessly enjoy the
rewards of owning a vacation home.

See how Vacasa can help with all your vacation rental
needs: vacasa.com/beyond or 888.567.0431.

Jvacasa
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CHEERS
TO BEERS

J» Omaha Beer Week

features more than 200 events

at 39 locations, Feb. 15-24. The
eighth-annual celebration of craft
beer is meant to connect beer
enthusiasts with each other and
enable them to discover some-

thing new—be that a new

® Lumines
apandaand a p|
during the P
visitors

from 7 p.M. tO

neighborhood, a new beer
or a new friend.
Restaurants, breweries
and bars are providing
a plethora of different
experiences, from
dinners with beer
pairings for each course
to an annual race at the
Crescent Moon ale house that
requires model vehicles to be
made out of an empty beer can.
One popular event is “Leave No
Stone Untapped” during which
Stone Brewing is temporarily
replacing all of a bar’s taps with 28
of its own. For more information,
visit omahabeerweek.com.

—Tiffany Lillie
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d dreams. For maore information, visit

thesanantonioriverwalk.com. —Pooja Galgali

THE MIX

COMIC CON,
ISLAND STYLE

) Actresses Evangeline Lilly (The Hobbit and Lost), Amy

Jo Johnson (Power Rangers) and Tara Strong (The Powerpuff
Girls), all known for their roles in television and film as strong
female characters, are just a few of the many celebrity guests
in this year’s lineup for Amazing! Comic Con Aloha, Feb. 22-24,
in Honolulu. The creators of the comic book that inspired the
Avengers: Infinity War movie are also attending, along with
Hawai‘i local Mog Park, an artist for the popular TV series
Game of Thrones.

This family-run event was started by two brothers, Jimmy and
Bill Jay, who used to attend Comic-Con International: San Diego
as children in the 1980s. Back then, they would be given $20 for
the whole day and would have to make it stretch as long as
possible. Holding these childhood memories dear, the Jays strive
to keep their event family-friendly, and kids under 12 get in free.

Special features include a videogame arena, with a selection
of games to play, and a cosplay costume contest. For more

information, visit amazingcomicconaloha.com. —Tiffany Lillie
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RESULTS. NEVER LANDLORDS ~  COREVALUES BUILDING

DYNAMIC CONFLICT-FREE THRIVE. BUSNESS
UNMATCHED  AUTHENTIC LeAsiNG

When it comes to commercial real estate, the outstanding level of bespoke
service and results you'll experience with our diligent and dynamic team is

unmatched in our industry. Since we only represent tenants, and never landlords,

our unbiased and (conflict-free)services reassure clients that we only ha\}é their
best interests at heart. To top it off, our authentic and personable team exudes
our ten Core Values. We'd like to think we’'re an honest breath of fresh air in the

corporate world, and we'd love to help your company thrive.

Whether you're leasing, buying, or building, find out how our award-winning
company is changing the game for business leaders across the country.

HUGHESMARINO

1.844.662.6635 | hughesmarino.com Corporate Real Estate Advisors
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HOMING IN ON MODERNISM

2 Modernism Week, Feb. 14-24, features architects with foresight turned the sleepy

more than 350 attractions celebrating Midcen-  desert town of Palm Springs into a destination

tury creations in architecture, art, fashion, for the rich and famous. Performances include
NONSTOP SHAKESPEARE culture and design that have helped make “Hollywood Revisited”—musical theater
® On a cross-country bus trip, Palm Springs, California, so unique. highlighting the golden age of cinema—and
Fairbanks resident Bruce Rogers o . : = .
T ; Visitors can attend a modern-design expo, synchronized-swimming shows.

was inspired to read the entire ; : : - :
works of William Shakespeare and with 40 vendors displaying state-of-the-art Modernism Week aims to help preserve
felt this was the best way to truly technology, or take a guided tour of the area’s ~ Modernist architecture throughout the state
understand the Bard. Thus, the idea Modernist homes, such as the one below. One i ﬂl' of California. For more, visit
for Bardathon was born. highlight is the 19505 Cree home, a preserved : modernismweek.com.

The event, in its 20th year, is structure created by renowned architect —Nancy Burkhalter

about getting people together

Albert Frey. The festival also features lectures
to read and act out all of Shake-

Rk . and films, including a retrospective on how
speare’s plays and poems in a

nonstop marathon spanning

Feb. 8 to 17 at the Raven Landing

Community Center in Fairbanks.
Since its start in 1999, Bardathon

has grown to welcome more than

500 on-site attendees—at all hours

of the day—with many more tuning
in via a livestream. In-person partic-
ipants take turns reading and are
encouraged to make use of the
provided costumes and props or

to bring their own.

A Shakespeare-themed puzzle is
available, and a potluck helps keep
readers energized during even the
longest of soliloquies.

Visit fairbanksshakespeare.org
for more. —Tiffany Lillie
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THE RACE IS ON

)) The NASCAR season gets into gear on Feb. 17 with the 61st
running of the Daytona 500, less than 60 miles northeast of Orlando,
Florida. This year’s favorites include Brad Keselowski and Kyle Busch,
both of whom had 2018 seasons that included three wins in a row.
Martin Truex Jr. is also a contender after finishing last season with four
first-place finishes.

Prior to the race, fans can meet racing legends during the University
of Northwestern Ohio (UNOH) Fanzone event. Drivers and other
celebrities field questions leading up to the start of the race on the
famed 2.5-mile tri-oval track.

Daytona International Speedway was completed in 1959 by Bill
France Sr., who also founded the National Association for Stock Car

Auto Racing in 1948. For more, visit daytonainternationalspeedway.com.

—Nancy Burkhalter
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€ IAN MCALLISTER (2)

THE GREAT BEAR
FILMMAKER

By Kathryn True

2% 1an McAllister was born to be a story-
teller for Western Canada’s ancient forests
and their wildlife residents. He grew up hiking
moss-draped trails with his tent-toting parents

in the farthest reaches of Vancouver Island. As

a teenager, he traveled with his shipping worker

father to advocate for old-growth forests.

So it may have been written in the stars—
Ursa Major, perhaps—that McAllister would
devote his life to the Great Bear Rainforest on
British Columbia’s remote Pacific Coast, home
to the spirit bear—a
nearly all-white variant of
black bear. The world’s
population of spirit bears
is thought to number less
than 200, mostly living in
this remote coastal area.

McAllister is raising his
own children on Denny
Island, within the rain-
forest, in Heiltsuk First
Nation Territory near
where he docked during
a one-week research trip
30 years ago and never
really left. He and his wife, Karen, have woven
tales of this extraordinary wilderness through
award-winning books, photographs and docu-
mentary films. They have also created Pacific
Wild, a conservation organization founded to
be a voice for wildlife and natural habitats.

McAllister’s latest tribute to his home is the
epic Great Bear Rainforest. Narrated by Ryan
Reynolds, this film opens February 15 at select
IMAX and Giant Screen theaters, with openings
at additional theaters worldwide—from Seattle
to Singapore—happening later this year.

“This is a truly wild film and probably as
close as you can get to being here without a
rigorous trip,” says McAllister, who ventured
into the field with his film crew for months on

end, not knowing what each day would bring.

“We'd be filming wolves feeding on salmon

one day and humpback whales bubble-net
feeding the next,” he says, referring to a co-
operative method these whales use to corral
schools of small fish within a ring of bubbles.
“We were there to document the natural cycles
of the coast, and that’s unpredictable and part
of what makes this film so special.”

New technology—including lighter, quieter
cameras—made it possible for McAllister to
record wildlife behaviors never documented in
this region before. Based with his team ona
small boat, he made trips to walk alongside
wolves, fish beside bears, and swim alongin a
drysuit as roughly 10,000 surf scoters darted
by in search of food—collecting thousands of

hours of footage over a span of three years.

»

IN FOCUS

m A spirit bear crosses a log in Canada’s
Great Bear Rainforest, above. These rare
bears are among the subjects that captivate
conservation photographer/filmmaker

lan McAllister, left.

Almost as daunting as the arduous filming
conditions was editing the movie down to
42 action-packed minutes.

The film reveals the interlinked lives of land
and sea—including animals and First Nations
people who have lived here for millennia.

“It gives me hope to see young leaders
combine traditional ecological knowledge and
modern tools to design a new future for this
coast,” McAllister says. The film explores how
next-generation scientists meld time-tested
fishing practices with current fisheries science
and use fur collected from “scratching trees” to
monitor the diet and stress levels of grizzlies.

“This place still exists—we’re not trying to
rebuild it or restore what’s been lost,” he says.
“The working parts are all there, and that’s
exciting. It’s within our tenure here on planet
Earth to ensure the Great Bear Rainforest
continues to function as it has for thousands of
years. The film is one voice for protecting this
place and allowing the cultures that depend on
it to be its rightful stewards.”

Visit greatbearrainforestfilm.com and

pacificwild.org to learn more. %
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MAKING THE MOST
OF MUSIC CITY

By Solana Salado

3) Music reaches every nook and cranny of Nashville.

It plays from speakers on street corners, streams from
limousines chauffeuring bachelorettes to their next event,
bounces off the walls of The 5 Spot club during Motown
Monday dance parties and emanates out of Thursday salsa
nights at Plaza Mariachi, a Latin American and Mexican
retail center south of downtown.

Music is as much a part of the fabric of Tennessee’s
capital as the rhinestones are part of Dolly Parton’s jacket.

And one of the best aspects of this city is that much of
the music is free. I’'ve spent many memorable nights at the
free Live on the Green summer concert series, which has
hosted artists such as Sheryl Crow, Ben Folds and Spoon.
Even Earth Day each April warrants a music festival; | recall
watching folk trio The Wood Brothers at Centennial Park,
as | sat on the grass with a cold local beer in hand.

A good place to start your musical journey is on Broad-

way Avenue. There’s live music seven days a week at venues

on the famed “Honky Tonk Highway.” Many of the bars

have no cover, but bring cash to tip the band. | recommend

stopping by Robert’s Western World to see locals dressed
in vintage Western wear dancing the two-step on the
well-worn floors while bar patrons lock on between bites
of the bar’s famous fried bologna sandwiches.

You should also try the new crop of rooftop
bars that have sprung up recently—a few are even
attached to some of country music’s biggest
names. For instance, Luke Bryan’s 32 Bridge, :"‘_
which is a huge facility in downtown ;
Nashville, with six floors, eight e
bars and four stages, has the

Crash My Party Rooftop .5I

.ﬁ-‘!

Patio bar. Other rooftop bars can be found at Dierks Bent-
ley’s Whiskey Row, Jason Aldean’s Kitchen + Rooftop Bar
and Blake Shelton’s Ole Red. And the establishments are all
within walking distance of each other.

When it comes to sightseeing, the Country Music Hall of
Fame and Museum is a must. Learn about the history of
country music and its biggest stars. Current exhibits in-
clude “Outlaws & Armadillos: Country’s Roaring '70s,”
which is on display till 2021, and “The Judds: Dream
Chasers,” on display through July 14 of this year.

You can then take a shuttle from the Hall
of Fame to tour the historic RCA Studio B,
which has churned out hit after hit from
stars such as Chet Atkins, Waylon
Jennings, Elvis Presley and

Dolly Parton.
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known for its spicy treats.

Other top attractions include the Grand Ole Opry in
northeast Nashville and the Ryman Auditorium in down-
town. Legendary singers share the bill with new stars every
Friday and Saturday night at the Grand Ole Opry, which
helped create national interest in country music.

And everyone from Earl Scruggs to Johnny Cash to
Emmylou Harris has graced the stage at The Ryman Audito-
rium, which is known as “The Mother Church of Country
Music.” If you are visiting in early June, buy a ticket to CMA

Fest, June 6-9, where today’s top country artists

perform to benefit music education.

| The city is also known for its diverse art scene
and for the murals that adorn the walls of some

downtown buildings. One of the most popular is

the What Lifts You mural of two giant wings drawn The Frist Art Museum welcomes “Van Gogh, Monet,
in white paint, which is located at 302 11th Avenue ~ Degas and Their Times: The Mellon Collection of French
South. The murals Nashville Looks Good on You Art” exhibit, February 2-May 5.

and [ Believe in Nashville are in the nearby 12 South Sports fans will enjoy cheering on the NHL's Nashville
neighborhood. Predators at Bridgestone Arena. One of the league’s top

teams, the Predators are expected to be in the Stanley Cup
hunt this season.

Hungry? Try a Five Daughters Bakery Cronut, a hybrid of
a croissant and a doughnut, or stop by Prince’s Hot Chicken
for some of the best spicy chicken found in the city.

Make sure to browse the shelves of the Ernest Tubb
Record Shop for souvenirs. Founded more than 70 years
ago by the country music pioneer, the shop specializes in
hard-to-find country, bluegrass and gospel albums.

A gift from the shop would be the perfect reminder of a
trip to Music City. %

Solana Salado writes and dances the two-step in Nashville.

Alaska Airlines (alaskaair.com) offers service to Nashville
(BNA) from Seattle (SEA) and San Francisco (SFO).
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DATING. UNPLUGGED!

CLICK, TAP, SWIPE, REPEAT. IT’S ALL SO... IMPERSONAL. ONLINE DATING WAS SUPPOSED TO
MAKE FINDING SOMEONE EASIER, SO WHY DOES IT FEEL LIKE SUCH A CHORE?

» With a career that took up a lot of
his time and energy, online dating
had begun to feel like Rick Swanson’s
second job. He spent hours filtering
through online dating profiles but time
after time, the spark just wasn’t there.
That’s when Rick saw an ad for It’s Just
Lunch (IJL) in an airline magazine and

decided to give matchmaking a try.

Today, Rick eredits It's Just Lunch with
introducing him to the love of his life,

Kristina.

Life before It's Just Lunch®

Kristina: 1 just found the whole online
dating thing completely unmanage-
able and daunting. [ wanted someone
who knew me to “fix me up” and when
a friend suggested LJL, I did some re-
search and found it to be the right

“match” for me.

» It's Just Lunch Matchmakers:

What was working with a
matchmaker like

Rick: The interview process was really
valuable. Sandra, my matchmaker, was
genuinely interested in learning about
me. She really wanted to understand
what I was looking for in a woman,
what 1 found attractive, what 1 found
interesting, what intrigued me. We
talked about my work, my outside in-
terests, etc. When someone is leading
you through the process, it makes you
think. Sandra got me to reflect honestly

on what [ was looking for.

Best part of the lJL experience?

K: It was super easy because 1JL ar-
ranged the dates. All I had to do was
get ready and meet at the restaurant.
And unlike online dating, I felt that
my dates were interested in meeting
quality people, not one-night stands.

Your matchmaker calls you up with a

match and then gives you the details of
the date. All you have to do is show up

and have fun!

What makes you two a great
match?

K: He's comfortable in his own skin. He
loves the fact that I am confident! 1 can
just be who 1 am, and I've never felt so

at ease with anyone else.

Adpyice for singles considering 1JL2
R: Dating is a real challenge in our
fast paced, always connected, and fre-
quently impersonal world. Having a
real person on your side, helping to find

the right partner is a huge plus.

The success of It's Just Lunch is built
on creating high quality matches in
low pressure situations. In 26 years,
they’ve set up millions of first
dates. Get in touch at 800-858-

6526 or itsjustlunch.com.

MELISSA BROWN ~ SARADARLING  JULIE LOPEI

9

|

"Finding a match takes a lot of work —
but let it be my job. Then you can go
have the fun." —Melissa Brown

§

i

800.858.6526 - ItsJustLunch.com
26 years of changing lives

COOCOOSOCCOS

DATING
TRENDS

16%

Of singles know
immediately if
they want to
see a first date

again.

COOGHOS

1.3X

Men are 1.5X
more likely
to “friend”

someone within

one week of a

first date.

QOO

3/

Of singles love
getting a text
after a good

first date.

COOOOOS

A47%

Of singles
wait until after
a first date
to do online
research on
their potential

partner.
OO
Personalized
matchmaking

service in the

world.
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IT’S JUST LUNCH®




TOURISM KELOWNA (4)

KELOWNA
CULTURE

By Lisa Kadane

2} The British Columbia city of Kelowna,
my hometown, is known for its mild winter
temperatures (relative to other parts of Cana-
da), enviably scenic location on the east side of
Okanagan Lake, and access to outdoor recre-
ation and nearby wine country. Take in the
town’s urban attractions with a walk in and near
the Cultural District, an area that encompasses
museums, an art gallery, craft breweries and, in
winter, an outdoor skating rink.

| like to start a downtown amble at the
Okanagan Heritage Museum, which spotlights
the area’s rich biodiversity and cultural and
geological history. From here | head south to
Bernard Avenue and walk west along Kelowna’s
main shopping and dining street. | might peruse
made-in-Canada clothing at BlackFish Apparel,
or browse titles at the indie bookstore Mosaic
Books, or stop by Mad Mango Cafe for a steam-
ing bowl of Southeast Asian Jaksa soup.

At the west end of Bernard, the tall white
Spirit of Sail sculpture beckons visitors to the
eastern shore of Okanagan Lake and a view of
the rolling mountains across the water. Starting
near the sculpture, a walking route of less than
a mile extends north to Waterfront Park.

The lakeside path wraps around the down-
town marina, where sailboats bob. At Stuart

Park, an ice rink entices skaters (through late

February). A nearby terrace holds the iconic
sculpture Bear, a large latticed-steel bruin on a
boat-shaped base. The sculpture is a nod to the
importance of watercraft in our lakeside city,
as well as to the city’s name—~Kelowna is an
Anglicization of the Syilx/Okanagan First Nation
word for “female grizzly bear”

Beyond the marina, the lakeside path angles
northwest and becomes a boardwalk near the
tiny Waterfront Park boat lock. The walkway
curves with the shoreline around to a beach at
Tugboat Bay. Heading inland, Harmony Bridge
crosses a lagoon and leads back toward Water
Street. Walk south to visit the Kelowna Art
Gallery, then continue east on Cawston Avenue
to the Laurel Packinghouse, a fruit-packing
plant built in 1917 that houses the Okanagan
Wine and Orchard Museum.

At this point, thirst usually directs me north
on Ellis Street to the BNA Brewing Co. & Eatery
for a hearty saison and a snack of mushrooms
on toast. Or | push on to the Sandhill Wines
tasting room on Richter Street and salute a

successful stroll with small-lot wine samples. %

m Fly Alaska Airlines (alaskaair.com) to Kelowna (YLW) from Seattle (SEA).
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OUT & ABOUT KELOWNA

town attractions
include a lakeside
skating rink that is
open in winter, top
left; the public art
sculpture Bear,
above; and Kelowna
Art Gallery, left.

KELOWNA WINE 101

e There are more than 40 wineries in and
around the city, including the downtown
Sandhill Wines winery/tasting room.

e Kelowna wineries are known for white
varietals, from Chardonnay to Riesling.

e Try lcewine at St. Hubertus & Oak Bay
Estate Winery or at Summerhill Pyramid
Winery. The distinctive dessert-wine style
is made by pressing grapes that froze on
vines (such as those above). —L.K.
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BIG WHITE SKI RESORT {2)

BIG WHITE SKI EXCURSION

By Lisa Kadane

3) It’s a scenic 35-mile drive from the city
of Kelowna into the Okanagan Highlands, an
elevated plateau located between the Okana-
gan Valley to the west and the jagged peaks
of the Monashee Mountains to the east. The
landscape transitions from grassy ranchlands
into a wintry realm of conical, snow-encrusted
spruce trees as you steadily gain elevation until
you're close to a mile high at the base of Big
White Ski Resort.

This popular British Columbia ski area has
a compact village center flanked by hotels,
condos and chalets that are connected by
ski-infski-out trails and a network of chairlifts.
The mountain is often shrouded in low-lying
clouds that settle a white eider blanket over
the resort’s 2,765 acres of open bowls, shaded
glades and rolling fall-line trails with names
such as Powder Bowl, Powder Gulch and
Snowy. Mare than 70 percent of the 119 runs
are marked beginner or intermediate, making
the ski area a good choice for families.

Get your bearings by skiing with a Snow
Host on a free morning tour that tackles some

of the best runs. If you'd rather explore on

your own, start with a
warmup on Serwa’s, a
beginner cruiser that
sweeps down the re-
sort’s front face and
passes intermediate and
advanced options you might veer onto once
the quad muscles are firing.

If it’s snowing, head to the east side of the
mountain and do laps using the Black Forest
Express lift. Gentle glades punctuated by
perfectly spaced evergreen trees separate the
cut runs here and provide welcome visual
contrast, not to mention a cache of powder
stashes.

When the sun breaks through, ride the
Alpine T-Bar to see the “snow ghosts” that
haunt the mountain’s upper reaches. These
trees covered by ice accretions (called rime)
have been twisted into whimsical shapes by the
wind. They make an easygoing obstacle course
as you slalom down Sun Run, an otherwise
open green route. Families can seek out the
Ogopogo Adventure Trall, a rollicking tree run

where kids ski through the “mouth” of a car-

m Big White Ski Resort, near
Kelowna, is known for runs past
“snow ghosts,” top, as well as for
terrific family skiing.

toon likeness of Okanagan Lake’s mythical
serpent, Ogopogo. Advanced skiers enjoy
more-challenging terrain, such as the black
runs that surround the Cliff Chair.

After a day of cruising groomers or jump-
turning down the steeps in Parachute Bowl,
warm up with a bowl of lamb-cheek stew
paired with a glass of B.C. red wine at The
Woods, right in the heart of the village. Or
reward the kids with an order of Tabletop
S’mores at the Globe Cafe and Tapas Bar. It
doesn’t get cozier than roasting marshmallows
at your own tabletop fire pit while fluffy flakes

swirl in the snow-globe scene just outside. %
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Rancho San Lucas... The Best Address in Cabo

Long beach-walks, sultry sunsets, modern comforts surrounded by
the charm and tradition of Baja's premier destination.

- Private master-planned community
Sc-ﬁ - Greg Norman signature golf course
Tomseesd

- Exclusive beachside estate homes and high-rise residences
Rancto San_ucas

LOS CABROS

- Ocean and golf view Villas starting in the low $600,000s

CALL TOLL FREE (844) 645.2292 | WWW.RANCHOSANLUCAS.COM
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HEARTY HOT POT

By Naomi Tomky

2) Hot pot seems to cure everything,
explained my friend who introduced me to the
dish. Since that moment, almost two decades
ago, | have employed the meal of boiling broth
to ward off dozens of colds, doldrums and
minor ailments, including on one fateful night
in Beijing. OK, the medication helped. But

the fever didn’t break until | was inside the
steamed-up windows of an unmarked store-
front, huddled over the brazier holding live
coals to heat my individual pot of broth, dip-
ping lamb and cabbage into the steaming soup
with chopsticks until | couldn’t eat any more,
and washing it down with the remaining bowl
of broth.

On that trip, | explored similar tiny no-name
shops and high-end hot pot palaces such as
HaiDiLao Hot Pot, where diners can order
noodles pulled by dancing servers at the table.

A communal hot pot comprises simmering

broth and plates of meat, seafood, vegetables,
noodles and tofu. Diners drop the food in the
broth, which cooks it quickly. Then they re-
trieve the food with chopsticks and dip it into
sauce before eating it. Every family has its own
variation, as do many regions, explains Clarissa
Wei, a senior reporter for Goldthread, a digital-
media site about Chinese food.

In Beijing or Inner Mongolia, it’s all about
meat broth, says Wei, while Sichuan is known
for its spicy and tongue-numbing version
infused with hot peppers and local pepper-
corns. In Taiwan, the current trend is individual
pots. Wei leans toward the more medicinal
broths—steeped with beneficial herbs, roots
and fruits—and places that serve the highest-
quality meats. But the heart of hot pot is the
variety. “You can choose whatever you want,

| ?
i

but it’s still communal,” Wei says.

For Chinese American families such as

Wei’s, hot pot is often a holiday meal. It’s a
fast way to put on a comforting celebration.
So perhaps you could say it can cure loneli-

ness, as well. %

WHERE TO FIND HOT POT:

m Boiling Point: Taiwanese-style
individual pots; locations include five
in the Seattle area; VVancouver, B.C_;
and throughout California.

m Little Sheep Mongolian Hot Pot:
Inner Mongolian-style hot pot;
locations include two in the Seattle
area, and throughout the United
States and Canada.

¥ HaiDiLao Hot Pot: Originally opened
in the Sichuan province; locations
include Arcadia, outside of Los Angeles,
CA; and a new restaurant in Vancouver,
B.C. —N.T.

FEBRUARY 2079 ALASKA BEYOND 43



Déwnto,wn Seattle Waterfront

< 12502 @ Ny ~ 2201 Alaskan Way * [206) 448-6688
! 2 » e - ]
: _ Y Complimentary Valet

& Validated Parking!

Fresh Northwest Seafood
With Iconic Seattle Views!

On the Downtown Seattle waterfront at Anthony’s Pier 66 or
Chinook’s at Salmon Bay located at Seattle’s Fishermen’s Terminal

kol

Seattle’s Fishermen’s Terminal - = o T ' 3 g '
1900 W. NickeTsON St. » (206)283-4665  — "~ — == = T T Tommeet el e e

, : - ___www.anthonys.com
L &/ @Chinooks Anthonys s @AnthonysPieréé
= | '

7
i




MARK WEATHERFORD

BAUJIU FOR
BEGINNERS

By Brad Japhe

23 It’s the most-consumed liquor on the planet,
and yet many American drinkers remain unaware of its
existence. Traditionally distilled from rice or sorghum,
baijiu (pronounced: BYE-joe) has been crafted in
China for thousands of years.

“The production process is a unique one with a lot
of history behind it,” says Jesse Cyr, general manager
at Seattle’s Fog Room. The time-consuming method
involves creating a special fermentation starter called
a gu and, after distillation, aging the spirit in large
terra-cotta jars for up to several years. There are also
stylistic differences within the category, which influ-
ence a wide range of flavor profiles.

“It’s very interesting to me that baijiu is broken
down into subdivisions strictly based on aroma,” Cyr
says. While we define our bourbons as small batch or
single barrel, baijiu is classified in groups such as sauce
aroma and rice aroma, he explains. Sauce aroma baijiu
has an umami flavor that is similar to soy sauce, for
instance, while rice aroma baijiu is milder and more
floral, with a clean finish.

These lighter, more approachable characteristics
are what American mixologists are trying to accentu-
ate as they introduce the liguor to a growing audience.
“After tasting a few different types of baijiu over the
last couple of years, I've noticed a common Granny Smith apple note
that’s been present in some of them,” says Brett Esler, bar manager
at Whisler’s in Austin, Texas. “That can be really fun to play with in
terms of cocktails.”

But that doesn’t mean baijiu is an easy ingredient to work with,
Esler says. In fact, its stubborn refusal to play well with common
mixers has no doubt stifled its popularity behind the bar. Esler landed
on his own formula for success: “I prefer to highlight the profile of
the baijiu as opposed to covering it up,” he says. His cocktail Way of
the Dragon (recipe below) uses ginger and gentian liqueurs to bring
out the fruity and floral elements in Byejoe Red baijiu.

If you'd like to try baijiu, start with a moderately proofed variant,

WAY OF THE DRAGON
By Brett Esler,
Whisler’s in Austin, Texas

Cocktail Recipe:
m 1.5 ounces Byejoe Red baijiu

® 1 ounce Domaine de Canton ginger liqueur

Way of the Dragon
cocktail.

suggests Shawn Chen, beverage director at RedFarm in New York’s
West Village. HKB (Hong-Kong Baijiu) from the Sichuan province is a
good example. “It’s for people who have been wanting to try baijiu
but were scared by all the myths out there about it,” he says, alluding
to stereotypes about the drink’s harsh burn. “This particular bottle
demystifies the category by demonstrating multiple layers of fruity
and floral fragrances, with a lower proof.”

He also recommends enjoying baijiu as a communal enterprise—as
has long been the case in his native land. “Growing up in China, we
would enjoy baijiu on all social occasions,” he recalls. “Hanging out
with friends, having a banquet party or a business dinner ... baijiu was
always there.” And now, slowly but surely, it is available in North

America, too, at a bar near you. ¥

m 1 barspoon Suze Saveur d’Autrefois gentian liqueur
B Garnish: Lemon peel rosette
m Glass: Cocktail / martini
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OFFICE ON THE GO

Products that help you work while traveling

By James Egaran

¥ Busy travelers often need to stay efficient on the move—whether

in flight, at a convention or in a hotel room—without the full conve-

niences of a dedicated sit-down office. This is where portable technolo-

gies come in. The following innovations can improve productivity and

help people take care of business wherever they might be. Note: For the

latest information about traveling with the lithium-ion batteries in some

of these devices, visit alaskaair.com/content/travel-info/baggage.

m Doxie Go SE: Free yourself from

cumbersome paperwork with this

portable scanner. The Doxie Go SE

allows you to scan pages and store

electronic files on an internal SD
card, or upload scans to a USB-
cable-connected device. Down-
load associated free software to
import, organize and share scans

easily ($159; getdoxie.com).

W Mophie Powerstation AC: Stay
in charge with this external battery
that has USB-A and USB-C con-
nections for fast-charging a smart-
phone and tablet simultaneously,
plus a 100-watt AC outlet for
refueling laptops or other large
devices. It has enough oomph to
add up to 15 hours of laptop
charge or 100 hours on a smart-

phone ($199.95; mophie.com).

m Nexus Wireless Silent Mouse:

When we’re hard at work, the
clicking noise from a computer
mouse can be distracting to oth-
ers. Sync this five-button device
to your computer on a late-night
flight or during a meeting to
become, well, as quiet as a mouse
($34.95; USB-wired version also
available at $29.95; silentpc.com).

FINDS

® Pigs TT Virtual Touch Portable Projector: Pack this slim, light-

weight device to add serious flash to presentations (or film viewings).

Functions include rapid autofocus, wireless content streaming, bat-

tery power and an ability to run apps directly with a built-in Android

operating system. It comes with cables (but also has Bluetooth and

Wi-Fi connectivity) and a “virtual touch” remote that makes interact-

ing with a projection similar to using a touch screen ($549; pigs.com).

® Logitech Keys-To-Go: This
ultraslim keyboard can pair via
Bluetooth with most smartphones
and tablets, and makes typing
much easier than it is with fingers
onasmall screen. Keys-To-Go is
spill-resistant and comes with a
holder attachment to prop up
your connected device ($69.99;

logitech.com/en-us).

MORE WORK/
TRAVEL GEAR

= MyCharge UnPlugged
10K: This phone-size power
pack can wirelessly charge
one Qi-enabled device plus
two more via USB ports
($69.99; mycharge.com).

» Nomad Battery Cable:
Made for travel, this nearly
5-foot reinforced Lightning-
format cable charges a device
first, then stores additional
charge in an in-line battery
($49.95; hellonomad.com).

# Thule Gauntlet 3.0 laptop
sleeves: On business trips, a
laptop holds crucial files.
Protect yours with one of
these rigid-exterior/padded-
interior sleeves ($49.95 for
13" or 15" MacBook Pro sizes;
thule.com).
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A COMPETITION FOR THE AGES

IN PLAY

Duke and North Carolina enjoy the ultimate college basketball rivalry

By Jane Porter

) The latest chapter in the storied rivalry between Duke
University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will
be written this month and in early March as the two college bas-
ketball powerhouses compete for regional bragging rights and
better positions in postseason tournaments.

Located only about 10 miles apart—with the Duke Blue Devils
playing at the Cameron Indoor Stadium in Durham and the North
Carolina Tar Heels playing at the Dean Smith Center in Chapel
Hill—the teams will tangle on February 20, when they meet in
Durham, and again on March 9, when they square off in Chapel
Hill. It’s pride for the winner, disappointment for the loser.

The rivalry between the two men’s programs has been intense
for decades, especially since the 1980s, when Hall of Fame coach
Dean Smith led the Tar Heels and a young Mike Krzyzewski helmed
the Blue Devils.

In the new millennium, the seemingly ageless Krzyzewski con-
tinues to lead Duke, while Roy Williams has coached North Caroli-
na since 2003. Each program has produced a long list of all-star
players, and Krzyzewski, Smith and Williams are considered
among the sport’s greatest coaches.

Beyond the schools’ geographic proximity, the rivalry is fueled

by both teams being among the best basketball programs in
NCAA history. The Tar Heels have won seven men’s college bas-
ketball championships, the first coming in 1924, and the other six
in the NCAA Division 1 Men’s National Basketball Tournament,
which began in 1939. The team has played in 11 national title
games and 20 Final Fours.

Duke has won five NCAA basketball tournament championships
and has appeared in 11 national title games and 16 Final Fours. In
the games they’ve played against each other, North Carolina has
beaten Duke 137 times, while Duke has triumphed 111 times.

One place these two teams have yet to meet is in a national title
game. It could happen. However, Krzyzewski, whose Blue Devils
were ranked No. 1 in the nation in mid-January, dreads the idea.

“l wouldn’t want to see that,” Krzyzewski said in the book Blue
Blood II: Duke-Carolina, The Latest on the Never-Ending and
Greatest Rivalry in College Hoops by Art Chansky. “l worry about
the intensity of the rivalry.”

Williams, whose Tar Heels were ranked 13th in the nation in
mid-January, is more upbeat about the proposition in Chansky’s
book. “It would mean we made the Final Four,” Williams responds,

“and had a chance to win the national championship.” %

. Grayson Allen, of the Duke
Blue Devils, defen?gainst Joel
Berry Il, of the North Carolina
Tar Heels, during the 2018 ACC
Championship Tournament.
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POSITION: Manager, Gatehouse & Equipment Control

DATE HIRED: May 21, 2003

NOTES: Deep experience, familiar with all Alaska ports. Goes
the extra mile to get the job done. A hard core road and fat
bike racer that can be found on two wheels more often than
two feet. Rides for fun and local charities, logging more than
3,500 miles last year.

Matson'’s people are more than Alaska shipping experts. They are
part of what makes our community unique. Visit Matson.com




)) THE FEEI
WHEELS

ELECTRONIC
UPGRADE

The e-tron is innovative while
also keeping Audi’s essence

Customizable capability

I The e-tron can tow 4,000 pounds, and
it includes an air-suspension system that
can vary the ride height up to 3 inches,
helping to keep the ride level and the ride
By Bengt Halvorson quality firm but forgiving. Through Drive
Select modes—Allroad, Auto, Comfort,
Efficiency, Individual and Offroad—the

e-tron is adjustable to suit the

)» The all-electric 2019 Audi e-tron
SUV could be mistaken for one of Audi’s
gasoline vehicles—quattro badge (all- road conditions, as well as
wheel drive) and all. Until you get up the driver’s mindset.
close and realize there’s a charge port
instead of a fuel filler, and there’s no
tailpipe whatsoever. Electric vehicles
don’t always have to be game changers.
Sometimes it’s best for a manufacturer
to embrace what’s working in its lineup,
while still offering something fresh.

That’s the case with the e-tron. It’s
got ruggedness, off-road ability and
towing capability comparable to Audi’s
gasoline SUVs. And yet it’s also packed
with innovation, including groundbreak-
ing power and braking systems and a
battery pack that charges faster than
other electric vehicles on the market.
The e-tron, starting at $74,800, is avail-
able across the country by order only,
and is scheduled to arrive in the U.S.
this spring. Read on to see how the

e-tron is delightfully innovative, without

unnecessarily reinventing the wheel.

Brake through technology A big Boost Control center

W The e-tron is just as perky, if

Charge ahead
m A 150-kW DC fast-charging

system allows the e-tron to gain

m Regenerative braking means the m The e-tron has a version of

motors become generators when not more so, than its gasoline Audi’s most futuristic interface

you’re decelerating. The e-tron’s
braking system also integrates an
electrohydraulic system that
maximizes the amount of energy
gained through the motors,
before traditional friction brakes
step in. The quick-reacting system
can reach full braking pressure in
just 150 milliseconds, letting you

stop quickly.

counterparts.

By placing the shifter in “5”
mode and flooring the accelera-
tor, drivers can activate eight
seconds of Boost Mode, which
cranks up the two electric motors’
power by an added 10 percent,
to 402 horsepower, and torque
by an added 13 percent, to 490

pound-foot.

an 80 percent charge (more than
160 miles of range) in its big
95-kWh battery pack in just 30
minutes. Using a Level 2 (240V)
charger, which is common at
workplaces or shopping centers—
you can even install one at
home—a full charge takes nine to
12 hours. Amazon Alexa-enabled

smart chargers are also available.

inside, featuring a bright, wide-
screen, reconfigurable gauge
display and two high-resolution
color touch screens with tabletlike
menus in the middle of the dash.
The model is the first Audi with
car-based Amazon Alexa function-
ality, allowing you to listen to your
music, make purchases and access

home devices. %
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Elvse
Saugsad

How the pro skier
conquers cliffs—
and a competitive
freeski industry

By Bill Fink

Wind-driven pellets of snow
sting my face, and clouds of powder
whoosh across the run below me as
skiers and snowboarders disappear in
the alpine fog between thin lines of pine
trees. “Isn’t this great?” shouts a peppy
voice underneath the helmet perched atop a
blue parka beside me on the chairlift. “First
big snow of the season—can’t wait to get at it!”I
nod reluctantly, shielding my face with my glove.

I'm a little nervous to be joining Elyse Saugstad,
Alaska-born world-champion freeskier, for a morn-
ing on the slopes at Squaw Valley in California’s Lake
Tahoe region. She became famous by winning the
Freeride World Tour in 2008, which is to say she skied
steeper runs, jumped off bigger cliffs, and did it all with
more speed and style than any woman on the planet.

In my half day with Saugstad, I learn about the passion
and training it takes to become one of the world’s best skiers,

how she developed the attitude to tackle slopes that mortals
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would quiver just looking at, and how she’s achieving her
professional goals in a male-dominated industry.

A quick “Elyse Saugstad” video search before I met her
revealed a vertigo-inducing collection of clips of her skiing
off 30-foot cliffs, down 40-foot rock faces into tight icy
chutes, and carving high-speed descents of 1,000 feet or
more with just a few turns—somehow, amazingly, staying
in perfect control. On the lift, I tighten the buckle on my
helmet and mentally prepare for Saugstad to lead me into
some extreme skiing,

Fortunately, it’s late November, and this early in the
ski season, Squaw has just a few intermediate slopes
open. But Saugstad eyes the cliffs above us with barely
disguised hunger. “Snow looks good up there; they may
start opening it soon,” she says with a smile.

Saugstad followed her 2008 Freeride world champion-
ship by starring in ski movies that took her around the
world to carve up the most challenging mountain terrain.
Her 2018 role in Matchstick Productions’ All In recently
earned her the Best Female Performance trophy in Powder
magazine’s annual Powder Awards.

“I think that the best female pro skiers are better than
99 percent of the men who ski in the world. But it’s funny
because there are a lot of men who will watch pro females
ski in the movies and just assume that they can ski what
women can ski,” she says. “Sure, guys have a few advan-
tages in body makeup and overall strength, but it takes
more than that to do what we do. It takes skill.”

Count Saugstad’s husband, Cody Townsend, a fellow
award-winning pro freeskier, among those who are in
awe of Saugstad’s abilities. “I can only get shown up by
my wife so much,” Townsend says with mock exaspera-
tion in All In. “I can’t handle it all the time.” In the film,
he recounts his first date with Saugstad: “I met Elyse at
a trade show in Vegas, and she calls me, and she wants

to go skiing. I was a little reserved. I'd had a couple bad
experiences with ski dates. ... We go up [Squaw], and
now it’s time for me to show off a little bit. I'm Cody

Townsend! I go up to this cliff, send this 30-footer,” he “It’s great to be an inspiration
says. “I make a turn out, and I look up, and she’s in the to kids, young girls, to exemplify
middle of the air off the same cliff I just hucked! She skis what a female can do in sports.

up to me and says, ‘That was fun.’ It was pretty much &
P v pretty I even get dads thanking me,

“Yeah, those Squaw cliffs,” Saugstad reminisces saying it helps to have visible

happily through the icy wind, gazing upward from the lift. female role models for their
“Squaw has a fun freeride community—it’s a great moun- daughters to look up to in skiing.”
tain culture. There are all these rocks and cliffs and

instant love at that point.”

chutes, people hucking off of everything.”
Luckily, I'm joining Saugstad on her first ski day of the
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MATCHSTICK PRODUCTIONS

season, and she just plans to “take it easy and get my
legs under me.” We hop off the lift, and she peels into
her first ski run in months, promptly disappearing down
the mountain before I can finish three turns. She cuts
through the heavy early-season snow like it’s butter—
skiing so effortlessly, she could be on a conveyor belt.

At the base, a mom with a 10-year-old girl points out
Saugstad. “Honey, that’s the lady we watched in the ski

video last night!” The kid grins at Saugstad with shy awe.

Saugstad seems just as happy to make the connection.

‘It’s great to be an inspiration to kids, young girls, to
“It’s great to b piration to kids, young girls, t

Elyse Saugstad
charges down
a rocky face.

exemplify what a female can do in sports. I even get dads
thanking me, saying it helps to have visible female role
models for their daughters to look up to in skiing.”

A few years ago, Saugstad started tagging photos on
Instagram with the hashtag #skilikeagirl. “I’'m trying to
help change the norm of what it means to ski like a girl,
and that it is equally as impressive and not a knock to say
one skis like a girl,” she says.

I ask Saugstad, who is 40, if it’s hard to keep up with
the younger skiers just coming up. “No, experience beats

everything in big-mountain skiing. Yeah, I can’t do some
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JEFF CRICCO

of the stuff that girls who came up with gymnastics train-
ing can, but I think I more than make it up with my expe-
rience and skills. I think at age 40 I’'m a better skier than
ever. It just takes me a little longer to recover from bumps
and bruises,” she adds, laughing.

In All In, 28-year-old fellow pro freeskier Angel
Collinson says, “Elyse Saugstad’s skiing style: Pure
Beast Mode,” referencing NFL running back Marshawn
Lynch. “She sends massive airs and stomps them, and
she’s tiny. She charges harder than anybody out there.”

Underneath Saugstad’s soft down jacket are hard
muscles carved from her exhaustive workouts, with arms
resembling the steel cables that support chairlifts. She
easily leaves me behind on our second ski run, performing
some sort of frozen jiujitsu on the uneven snowpack to
allow her—even skiing at half speed for my benefit—to
blast to the bottom of the slope in seconds.

“So, um, how do you do that, Elyse?”

“Start with the basics. You can’t just watch a video and
huck yourself off a cliff. You need to really develop a good

Saugstad, le
alongside her husband
Cody Townsend.

set of basic skills first, and go big second. Join a class or
a team at your local ski resort—and there’s so much more
now than when I was a kid. Back then it was just racing.
Now you have freestyle teams, moguls, the halfpipe.
There’s really something for everyone.”

Learning to ski as a tot in Alaska, Saugstad joined the
ski team at her home mountain of Alyeska Resort in Gird-
wood. By age 16, she was ranked among the top U.S. girls
in downhill and super-G racing. As she comments in All
In, “Growing up [in Alaska] was really special, because
the second you step out your door, you’re completely
immersed in the mountains and the outdoors in general,
and you can completely get lost.” In the movie, she tells of
when she lost track of time skiing some powder runs for
fun and accidentally missed her start time for a race.

By college, Saugstad was burned out from the grind of
ski racing. “I just wanted to take a break and be a student
for a while and didn’t even ski at all.”

After two years at The University of New Mexico in
Albuquerque, she got that skiing urge again and trans-
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FROM TOP; MATCHSTICK PRODUCTIONS; JENNIFER SCHMIDT

All In, Matchstick Produc-
tions’ 2018 ski movie featur-

ing Elyse Saugstad, blends

high-octane ski scenes,
stunning landscapes,
thoughtful interviews and
lively banter among some of

remote destinations.

The goal of All In isn’t
to simply show that wome
athletes can go as big as
men; it’s to normalize that
fact. All In features as many
men as women displaying

the planet’s most fearless
skiers. Alaska Airlines is a
sponsor of the film, which
was shot on location in
Alaska, British Columbia,
Japan, South America, Utah

jaw-dropping ability when
taking on extreme terrain.
For more information,
visit skimovie.com/
portfolio-item/
all-in-2018.

and Washington and was
directed by Scott Gaffney.
Matchstick Productions

uses the latest technology

to capture amazing
footage in high-action
films, often set

in beautiful

T ';'Sfaugstad, left, leads a clinic that teaches avalanche safery,)
awareness and preparedness at Squaw Valley.

ferred to the University of Nevada, Reno, partially to be
close to the ski resorts at Lake Tahoe. That was when
Saugstad “rediscovered the passion for skiing” she had
lost on the race circuit, and she spent the majority of her
ski time on sidecountry and backcountry runs.

While Saugstad studied for the LSAT to enter law
school, she worked at a restaurant by night so she could
ski every day. Midwinter in 2006, she tagged along with
Townsend, her then-boyfriend, at an event he had to
attend for one of his own ski sponsors in Utah.
(Townsend was already a professional skier.)

While ripping down a hill just for fun, Saugstad was
“discovered” by a ski company’s head of marketing. Soon
after, she received her first product sponsorship deal.

That paid for entry into a few competitions, which

brought her a few more sponsorships. Before she knew it,
she had become a full-time professional skier, and those
LSAT prep books were left to gather snowflakes.

After achieving her goal of winning the Freeride World
Tour in 2008, Saugstad began to focus on a career in ski
movies. She was a finalist in Teton Gravity Research’s
prestigious Co-Lab video competition in 2012, the only
woman among the 40 contestants submitting self-
produced videos. Her top-five finish helped put her
on the map in the ski-movie world.

Despite enjoying what many would consider to be a
dream job of getting paid to travel the world to ski, Saugs-
tad has found it frustrating to see some sponsors offering
“way more” money to her husband and other men for the
same work. “Despite all the female skiers out there, the
industry is such an old boys’ club, especially in Europe,
where the headquarters are for most of the ski compa-
nies,” she says. “But things are changing. Look at Al
In—there are an equal amount of women to men in the
film, which breaks the old mold of just having a token
female in a ski movie.”

Saugstad finds her fellow female skiers supportive. “I
don’t see women as competitors in these films—more like
peers helping to build the sport, create more opportuni-
ties for all of us,” she says. “Well, maybe out on the slopes
we try to one-up each other, but it’s all in good fun. And it
inspires me to see these other women doing great things
on the mountain.”

Saugstad also spends as much time as she can on the
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m Overall Champion, Freeride
World Tour, 2008

M Selected in top five, Powder
magazine’s Powder Poll, 2012,
2013, 2015, 2016, 2018

W Best Female Performance,
Powder’s Powder Awards,

2013, 2018

M Included in Top 50 Female
Athletes in Action Sports,

ESPN, 2014

M Best Female Freeride Segment,
IF3 International Freesports Films
Festival, 2014, 2018

W Female Skier of the Year,

Freeskier magazine, 2018

slopes with her husband—she

and Townsend are a true power
couple in the ski scene, often filming
together as they did in All In.

Saugstad says that while some
couples probably couldn’t work
together, she and Townsend
thrive on the opportunity.

“I trust no one more in the
mountains than Cody. He’s really
smart when it comes to snow and
avalanche safety, and he brings out
the best in me when it comes to
performing,” she says. “Every once
in a while, he’ll egg me on to push
my limits, but it’s a good thing be-
cause he knows what I’'m capable of
and would not coax me into some-
thing that is unrealistic.”

Because Saugstad and Townsend
both work in the demanding world of
professional freeskiing, they share a
special connection, she says.

“It’s fun and challenging having
a pro-skier husband. We totally
understand each other’s situation
and realize why we have to spend
extended time apart, but it still can
be hard with all the travel and indus-
try obligations,” she says.

At times, those obligations can
seem relentless. It’s not all powder

days and blue skies for pro skiers,
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Saugstad says as we start another
lap on Squaw’s Gold Coast Express
lift. “People don’t realize all the
effort that goes on behind the scenes
to put together the movies, to land
the sponsorships, to market your-
self,” she says. “All the phone calls,
the planning, the promoting, the
grind of travel, the hassle when
weather won’t cooperate. And that’s
just the business side of things—I
still have to find the time to train.”
Never short of energy or ambi-
tion, Saugstad also does speaking
engagements and is involved with
the High Fives Foundation, which
supports outdoor action sports
athletes who have experienced
life-altering injuries. And, in
part because she survived a 2012
backcountry avalanche in Washing-
ton state that killed three, she
co-founded and instructs Skiers
Advocating and Fostering Education
for Avalanche and Snow Safety
(SAFE AS) Clinics. These clinics,
taught by professional female
athletes, are put on specifically
for women and promote avalanche
safety, preparedness and awareness.
Around noon, Saugstad and I
head inside to grab a snack at the
Wildflour Baking Company. She
points to a display case featuring
ski photos and jerseys, and says
being memorialized here is honestly
one of her greatest achievements.
Inside the case is Saugstad’s champi-
onship jersey from the Freeride
competition at Squaw that was
part of her 2008 championship
season, as well as a photo of her
airborne, launching off a cliff. The
photo is marked with Saugstad’s

tagline: “Elyse—Ski like a girl!” %

Bill Fink writes from the San
Francisco Bay Areda and regularly

skis around Lake Tahoe.
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half-hour away and the temperature outside
a brisk 7 degrees F when the Aurora Winter
Train pulls out of the Fairbanks depot. The
passenger coach my wife, Polly, and I are in
this Sunday morning sways gently as the
train gathers speed, and we are excited with
the start of this latest adventure. Bound for
Anchorage, about 350 miles and 12 hours
south, we’ll be passing through the state’s
fabled gold country, over wild rivers, along
snow-covered hills, and near Denali, the
highest mountain in North America.

Think of it as a cruise, if you will, but on
steel wheels, a voyage through a season and
land described in Jack London novels and
Robert Service poems. More than anything,
the train ride is a way to absorb firsthand
the natural beauty of Alaska in winter and
experience the romance of the Great Land.
The big, broad, exotic and frozen country
is on full display immediately outside our
coach windows. Aboard the Aurora Winter
Train, destination and journey are one
and the same,

The train rumbles on, and the lights of
Fairbanks are soon devoured by an im-

mense wilderness that crouches immediate-

ly outside Alaska’s largest Interior city. It is

four days before Thanksgiving, and we are

enjoying the train journey with a group of

fellow travelers.

Clackety-clack, clackety-clack-clack ... the
Aurora glides over the tracks. Through the
darkness, its horn wails. The sound seems

distant, dreamlike, and, before I realize it,

RICHARD KELLY

64 ALASKA BEYOND FEBRUARY 2019



BRI 1
¢ (=R
-

¥

£

A Winter
Journey in the
Great Land

AN AURORA WINTER TRAIN TRIP THROUGH THE
MIDDLE OF ALASKA /BY KEN MARSH
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I'm traveling in my mind, going back more
than 50 years to a small one-story house,
green with white trim, on West 58th Ave-
nue in Anchorage.

There, as a boy on winter nights, with
gold-and-purple auroras dancing in the
skies overhead, I would lie tucked in bed
as the Alaska Railroad trains thundered
across Arctic Boulevard not a block away,
their lonesome horns calling out as they
passed by. Something in that sound
warms me still, all these decades later.

On today’s journey, the morning’s first
moose appears at daybreak, a good, hard
snowball’s throw from the tracks. Less
than an hour outside of Fairbanks, the
animal, looking massive and leggy, its
black dewlap dangling beardlike beneath
its chin, feeds in a frozen tamarack
swamp. The moose seems unfazed by
the blue-and-gold engine charging past,

jingling and rumbling, a procession of

Moose and foxes, such as those
shown here, are some of the
wildlife regularly seen from the
Aurora Winter Train.

passenger coaches and freight cars in tow.
The Aurora is no newcomer to the
tracks between Fairbanks and Anchorage.
The passenger service made its inaugural
run over this line with a steam locomotive

in 1947, Today’s train, powered by a diesel
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7 Stay the night — South Willamette Valley wineries are a mere 20-30 minutes from many good
lodging options. Check the website for deals in Eugene, Springfield and Cottage Grove.

Plan your Cellar Season Getaway at EugeneCascadesCoast.org/Cellar-Season.




FROM TOP; JUSTIN LOW; FRANK STELGES

The Alaska Railroad’s
Aurora Winter Train
passes by breathtaking
countryside that
includes deep canyons,
dense forests and
snow-covered
mountains.

engine, operates on a schedule that in-

2
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for wildlife. More moose appear as we

e are halfway
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cludes weekends from mid-September to
mid-May, with select midweek service in
the months of December, January, Febru-
ary and March.

Our train includes four passenger
coaches—with each capable of seating 78
people—and two dining cars. The seats
are soft and legroom lavish; the windows
are large, allowing for big-picture views of
the passing country. I'm lulled by the

rhythmic rocking of our coach as I watch

travel south, each a perfectly minted
Alaska icon framed by similarly iconic
landscapes that include spruces loaded
with a half-foot of fresh, sparkling snow.
A crewman announces breakfast will
be served shortly in the diner. I glance at
Polly, and she smiles. We’ll stand up in a
moment and head that way, watch from
our dining table window over scrambled
eggs and bacon as the forests and streams

flow by.

through a weekend tour that began Friday
evening with a 45-minute Alaska Airlines
flight from Anchorage to Fairbanks. Polly
and I picked up a rental car and drove less
than 5 minutes to Pike’s Waterfront Lodge
along the Chena River. Famous for pam-
pering guests with complimentary ice
cream and cookies, Pike’s would be home
base for two quiet, comfortable nights.
Meanwhile, the Alaska Railroad has

several varied winter packages in addition

ALASKA RAILROAD EXPANDS WINTER TRAVEL ADVENTURES

® The Alaska Railroad
is expanding its winter-
season excursions with
packages that focus on
some of Alaska’s most
popular experiences,
including viewing the
northern lights and
experiencing the sport
of dog mushing.

The once-in-a-lifetime
experiences provide
Alaska Railroad passen-
gers with a train trip that
is paired with unique
Alaska adventures and
lodging options.

The Borealis trip offers
an eight-night excursion
exploring the state’s
Interior. The journey
begins in Fairbanks and
treats guests to a two-
night stay at the Borealis

Borealis
Basecamp.

Basecamp, which offers
rare opportunities to
watch the aurora borealis
from inside a comfortable
geodesic dome with a
large fiberglass window.
Passengers then travel

south on the Aurora
Winter Train toward the
town of Talkeetna to tour
the area and visit an
Iditarod champion sled
dog kennel. The rail
journey continues with a
visit to the state’s largest
city, Anchorage.

Another train adven-
ture, The Aurora, is a new
weeklong winter package
that delivers views of
snow-covered mountain
vistas while traveling
north from Anchorage
and stopping in Talkeetna

for two nights. After
departing from the train,
passengers can enjoy
a guided sled dog tour
and visit an Iditarod
champion sled dog ken-
nel. The journey contin-
ues north to Fairbanks.
Along the way, passen-
gers see picturesque
views of the countryside.
For details about the
Alaska Railroad and the
winter packages, or to
book an experience, visit
alaskarailroad.com or call
800-544-0552. —K.M.
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to its Aurora Winter Train, all geared for
breathtaking journeys, including those
that travel as far north of the Arctic Circle
as the aptly named Dalton Highway out-
post of Coldfoot.

On Saturday, we traveled 120 miles
south to Denali National Park, which
encompasses 6 million acres of raw Alaska
Range wilderness. The valleys and lower
elevations, forested in spruce, birch and
willow, are overseen by tumbling proces-
sions of sky-scraping peaks—including
the crown jewel itself, Denali, North
America’s tallest mountain at 20,310 feet.

The two-hour drive on the George
Parks Highway included aspen-stand
views and spruce forests frozen in silence.
Hills flocked with hoarfrost could be seen
on both sides of the highway, rolling like
ocean swells into untamed horizons. Far

ahead, but closing as we drove on, stood

the sawtooth crags of the Alaska Range.

The road bisecting the park closes
during the winter months, but those
mountains and wild expanses get started
right outside Denali’s gates. A National
Park Service ranger showed us around the
park visitor center (known as the Murie
Science and Learning Center). It is a rus-
tic wooden-frame structure nestled ina
forest overseen by tall mountains. We see
exhibits that include fossilized dinosaur
tracks found in the park, and we learn
about area wildlife and year-round out-
door activities. A fireplace forms the
centerpiece of a lounge area featuring
log-framed chairs and tables topped with
park-related reading material.

At the information counter, an iPad
live-streamed Denali Park’s mushing
kennel. Rangers here patrol the park’s

winter hinterlands the old-fashioned way,

WINTERFEST 2019

® Travelers seeking winter fun in the
shadow of North America’s tallest
peak can attend Denali National
Par 9th-annual Winterfest
celebration, which is scheduled for
February 22-24.

Winterfest highlights include
ice-carving demonstrations, a snow-

block sculpting competition, dog-

=]

sled rides, ranger-led snowshoe
walks, guided ski tours and more.

Reach Winterfest via the George
Parks Highway from Fairbanks or
Anchorage, or via the Alaska Rail-
road. Meals, lodging and other
services are available year-round in
nearby communities. For informa-
tion on the Winterfest 2019 festival,
go to Denali National Park’s web-
page at nps.gov/dena/planyourvi
winterfest.htm. —K.M.
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