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July 29,2000

Rev. Robert Hayman
Church of St. Sebastian
67 Cole Avenue
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Father Hayman,

Thank you very, very much for the two letters you have recently
sent wih information regarding the St. Joseph/Barney Street
Cemetery and the old first church building.

1 have spent many hours researching the matter of exactly what
happened +to the little old schoolhouse/church building,
examining records at the Newport Historical Society, the
Newport City land evidence records back to the early 1800's,
and talking to the Dioceses of Boston and HartFord historians.
Also, the 'Point ' section of Newport has had an historical
newsletter that goes back about 50 years, and they had looked
into a small schoolhouse on Third Street that was convertegd
into a house in about 1850. They 'guessed' that this building
may have been the original church, however, I was never able
to  wverify that. They based their idea on the fact that it
'may' have been on a piece of land once owned by the Trevett
school teacher who had originally sold the first building

to the Church in 1828. That property was in the Point section.
As I said, I could not verify that.

As to where the first schoolhouse/church building stood, it

was on the first plot bought, the middle of the three eventually
purchased. The ‘'gothic',wooded St.Josep%TChurch, built in 1837
was, we believe, built on the corner of, Vernon St. and Barney.
I've sketched this below.

Your most recent letter of July 25th, I believe, points rather
directly, along with the clippings from your July 11th letter,
that the original builing was, in fact moved to Spring Street.
This seems to make sense, and I will try to verify it through
City records. Frankly, I was not looking at that possiblity

when looking through the o0ld land evidence records, as we had
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Been looking at a site on Sherman Street, next to Barney
Steet, which the old St. Joseph's history booklet had suggest-
ed was the site of the moved o0ld schoolhouse/church.

That building is clearly not of the period, the Historical

Soclety indicating its' age as about 1840-50. We were also
trying to verify the 'Point' story. ’

At any rate, we'll proceed to try to verify this excellent
lead, and I'll write as soon as we find anythig positive.

Regarding the convents built on Spring Street, member Pat
Murphy had researched that previously, and indicates that
there were two other buildings (beside the first 'cottage),
the first, as you show being moved to Lee Ave., the second,
three story building, mcre recently moved to Thames Street,
where it is now a large B&B. Pat is trying to identify

the exact location of the 'fist' one on Leee Ave. (Which is
some distance down Spring, and runs between there and Thames.)

I would indeed like to look over your material and will call
perhaps next week to set a time.
Again, thanks very much for your great information.

My sketch is very poor, and if you'd like,I can send along
a copy of the City plat showing the three pieces of land.

Kind regards,

%C@%Qﬁjfajf ,"::‘ ;\ R Y
1

ncent Arnold, President

P.O. Box 1378 Newport, Rhoode Island 092840
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Church of Saint Sebastian

67 Cole Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 02908
401-741-0198

Vincent Arncld
P.O. Box 1378
Newport, Rhode Island, 02840

July 1&, 2000
Dear Mr. Arnold,

I am sending along a few other pieces of information on the
first convent in St. Mary’s. It seems to me that the information
shows that the old school house was moved to Spring Street for use
as a chapel where morning mass was said while the new church was
being built and then it was remodeled into a convent for the use of
the sisters. Would you read the information in the same way or
would you have a different view? I would value your opinion.

I would also appreciate it if you could draw a sketch for of
where you believe the old schoolhouse stood and where the first St.
Joseph’s church stood. I stopped to see the site when I was in
Newport recently. I think you have done a great job.

Sincerely yours,

wy
C;Z;ﬂﬂ% éﬁﬁfwzz;man

Rev. Rober



ST. MARY'S, Newport

Newport Daily News Tues, Aug 8, 1848

The foundation of the new Catholiec Church was
commenced in this town yesterday. It is to be

built on the lot where the small chapel now
stands in the south part of Spring St. and will
cost when completed about $30,000.

ST. MARY'S, Newport

Newport Mercury Sat, July 3, 1880

2 contract for the building of a three-story,
wooden convent for the Srs. of Mercy has been
awarded to John D. Johnston. The plans were
drawn by Dudley Newton. Description of the pro-
‘posed building. The building will be speedily be-
gun.

ST. MARY'S, Newport

Newport Mercury Ssat, July 17, 1880

The o0ld convent building on Spring street has

been disposed of by lottery. Winning number was
held by Miss Rosie Rogers in the employ of J. P.

Kernochan.

ST. MARY'S, Newport

Newport Mercury sat, July 22, 1880

The Catholic Convent on Spring street bought

by Michael J. Daly has been removed to Lee aven-
ug where it will be made over into a tenement

house.



Church of Saint Sebastian

67 Cole Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 02908
401-741-0198

Vincent Arnold
P.O. Box 1378
Newport, Rhode Island, 02840

July 11, 2000
Dear Mr. Arnold,

I am enclosing with this note the copies of the materials I
have found that might or might not throw some light on what
happened to the schoolhouse first used as a church in Newport.

As part of doing some research on St. Mary’s, Newport, I have
assembled a folder of material on the Irish in Newport (some of
which you might already have) which T would be happy to share. It
concerns mostly the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day in Newport
beginning in 1861.

Sincerely yours,

;222;W14w1/2€74”1gn,

Rev. Robert W. Hayman
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Newport Mercury

Saturday, August 16,

Previous to the erection of thiz DLuilding,
the mala children of the parish recoived their
ixlst;izctions in an old wooden baildiog (sinca
known na Wiggenhauser's Hall) on thenorth
sida of Levin streot, presided over by the late
Wiiliam XK. Delanay, while the famais school
wag in the old convent.

The number of scholars in regulir attenda
ance at this school during the past year wes
betweon six and seven hundred. The only
persons employed in teaching thia lnrge nunz-
ber of pupils are the sisters from theconvent,
nnd their anniverarry exercicas at the cloga
of the spring term huve long been & marked
feature of Newport’s educational interasts.

THE PARISHIONERS.

The parish numbers betwesn four and fiva

thousand souls, with the-exception of during
the season, when this nuwmber is considerably
incrensed. by the presence of summer resi-
dents whose servants are largely of the Cath~
olic faith. There are also quite & numbear of
the summer residents themselves who attond
this church. Among the most prominent of
these are, Gov, Carroll and family,of Mary-
land; Mrs. Havemoyer and family, Mrs."®
Gibert, Mrs. Isaac Bell, Mrs. Oelrichs and

Mrs. W. R. Travers and danghter of Now |

York; Miss Lyman of Bostou; Col. J. N.
: Banaporte and family, Mrs. Acostaand Mra.
: O’Dounell, of Baltimore, ’

TFather Grace at proseut has two nssistants,

Father Thos. P. Grace, his brother, and

Father Thos F. Doran. The officers of tha

chuarch are, Messrs. Michael McCormick and

Thomas Galviu, Trustees; and Andrew Quinn
{ Thomas E, Shea and Patrick Conbieny, Col-
i lectors, )
| The parochial residence s an attractive
{ two-story cottage, located on the William strest

side,toward the rear. At the timethe property

- | was purchased this building stood nesr the

front of the lot and was the residenca of tha
late Dr. David King.

. THE CEMETERY.

The cemeterg belonging to this parigh is
located on Spruce and Werner etreats, jnst
above the Isiand Cematery, and comprises
between three and four ncres, The only
grave within the enclosure reeerved for tha
remaing of decoased priests, 1s thatof the lata
Very Rev. Willizm O’ Reilly, which is mark-
ed by o handsome monument, The entire
grounds aré well cared for, and costly stones
and monuuents designate the resting places
of many who, in life, aided mateiially in
bringing about tc-1ay’s resulta,

1884
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. &reatly increased the church’s indebtedness

1n ISaet Boston. This left the flock with an

unfinished church and a heavy debt on their
hands, without a Iather to guide them, b
it was not for long, as the late lamen:2
Bishop O’ Reilly goon appointed his brailer,
tha late Very Rev. William O'Reills, t - -
ry out the work which hig predecessor had .
50 bravely begun. Father U’ Reilly tooki
possession of his new chargein August, 185, !
and not ouly carried out the work of com- :
-pleting the church, but made many other :
improvements, conspicuons among which .
was the erection of the handsome school”
bailding described below, ata cost of abour
£65,000. This latter undertaking, of course,
ag, |
to meet which must have taxed the reverendf
gentleman’s financial ability to the utmost.

' De would nndoubtedly have mastered i,

however, bad his life been spared, but God,
in his iofiuite wisdom, evidently wishing
other devotees of the faith to perform a part
in the completion of this great work, called
bim away quite suddenly on the 23d of De-
cember, 1568, leaving a heavy debt and a
‘bereaved parish for hig successor.. Rey,
Father O’Conunor was appointed to fill the

~ 'vacancy thus unexpectedly made; until Sep-

tember, 1869, when, through the appoint-.
ment of the late Bishop McFarland, - .

' REV. PHILIP GRACE, DB 4 F
the present incumbent, assamed charge
of the temporal and spiritaal affaira of
the parish, *To an ordinary mah, the
charge of ;& parishof this sire,. with a

Newport Mercury Sat, August 16, 188&:’7 -
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i

Travavug Uy
the floor of -cement replaced by one of tile,
aod steam- heat introdaced into the church
aud all the buildings belonging to it, and a
new convent erected ata cost of ahout S10,-
000. .
THE CONVENT. ‘
At the time the site for the church was pur-

chased, the estate opposite, fronting east on ;
Spring street G5} feet, north on I«‘air'street.i
1063 feet aud south on Gidley street 107 feet,

" was purchased for a convent and used for

*such until 1880, when the boilding, being !
old and inadequate, was moved to Les ave-
'uue, where it i3 now owned by M. J. Dealey .

‘aga privata residence. Immediately , upon
‘the removal of tha old Luilding, 2 new coe
was begun on the same site, which resulted
in the spring of 1881 in the completion of the
present structure, & large equare frame build.

ing, threa stories in height, and sapplied

with all the modern improvements and con- ;
veniences for the purposes for which it was

[intended. Sister M. Borroméo is the mother
of the convent, and at presant has eight sis-

ters under her care. In connection with this
coovent is an academy where the higher,
branches ars tanght by the sisters-.to day .

scholars only. _
THE SCHOOL BUILDING PROPER
is a large, three-story granite block, situated,

on'an additional purchase of land, at the Im-
mediate rear of the church, fronting on Levin
street at the north and on William street at
the sonth, with the main entrance on the
fcggger street. - This building was érected fn
1865, under Rev, Father William O'Rellly,
and is- undoubtedly one of the ‘best school
structires in New England. .On the west
side of the building, pext the church, ap-
pears tha following tablet: - .
" - . .. “Erected by the
- .,. Oatholics of Newport, '
. ’- . BII |D¢ 1865’
Very Rev. Wm. O’ Reilly, V. G.,
" Pdstor.”
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