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First Catholic Charch Site !
To Be Newport Park Are: I

e site of tie state’s first Ro- - stead of behind s solky fence, will®
man Catholie church and probaldy | cavse ps funtier damage theie.
i Lt Catholic cemetery - - al: FProwugeh this plot of liend, New.
Mount Vernon and Baimey Steels | pairl can «laim the honor of hetnyg |
— is heing developeg by Pravi- 1 e eradle of the Catholie church
denee Liincese Into wivit witl be a1 in Rhode [sland. ’
tustotical neighbordiood pork and  During the War of Independ-
cemelery. enee, in 17178, mass was offered

The first chureh was wpened in by chaplalns of French Admiral
1528, bt the gravestones in (ke IYEstaing in the south yoom & the
vemdery are aboal 200 yeosrs ol Colony Housc on Washington

For years the corner parcel of Square, Alter the departure of (ke
land kas been sinvousded by a!French allies, there were  still
higa wonden fence and the land Cohelics in Newport. In 1791 Bish-
bas becn overgrown  with trees, (on Cariall of Balimore ard Fa.
shrubbery, weesds and griss, De. ther Thiyer of Poston conferred
bris wis toserd over the fence and - e Sierenient of Baptism in News

children, sercened by the frace
from anv supervision. used it as
& [J'iﬂ}'[i('!d.

The remeleries divisien of the
dioccrn. under which the old ¢ent-
el has been placed, snd yios.
terday through Joseph Avrlefto of
Harringloa, s »aperiniesdent,
that |he parcel is being rchahbilis
13104 and heantifjed.

Aany ol the rees have been cut
dnwn amd the area baildosed, The
old celtar has been filled In g
tho area graded. Absut 20 ofd
gravestours have been removed to
the 5L Celumba's Cemetery warke
thap in Middletown  for eleaning
anv deciphering.

Sommer rve will be pfantad o
rive fmimediate beamiification  1a
the lot In e fall,  pernanent
grass will be sown which, willt the
remafnlng Iyees, will creale a
small parklike area for the neigh-
horlaa]. The tombstones will e
rclurmsd, after the grass s esta
limiwl, and lald flat n (ke proper
ylaces chown on a diagram of the
olel cemelery,

A plague giving s history wiit
e pliced at the site. Workers
fron: 8. Columba's will maintain
the hislorie spof.

Nol oaly will this give the nelgh.
borhorel an open  parklike aren,
Aurlalln sald. but ke feels hai
chikiren, plaglyg In the open in.

LA ANCI Eaaes s

Ptk
© I Febiuary 1827 the Hev, Pal-
rick Byrae of Hoston visited New-
pxt ard congregatlans in Feni
Adams ard in the coal mines 'n
ovispyoath, prepared over 150 for
the reveplion of Holy Commun-
| bn.  Encouraged by Father
Pyine’s 1epert, Bishop Fenwick
atnorfzed Ihe Rev. Robert D.
Worxlley of Providence to attend
i"w‘rw;mrl as an outmission,

I 1828 Father Woodley pur-
chased ard fitled uwp a small
builtding en Barney Strect previ-
ously uwy} s a school for colored
children as the  [irst  Catholle
church in Riade Island. In Oc-
toler 1R25 Bishop Fenwick visited
cpreacked aml confirmed 11 per
Sins. Thidng his sermon he urged
the purchiase of ndditlonal land
far fulure necds.

In 1828, the Rev. John Corry
siceerded Father Woodley In care
;ul the Newpart mission. The lal-
iler, relying on his rapidly in-

lcre:lsiug vongregatlon, bogan the

ferection of a more pretentious
olilice on Mount Vernon Streel,
which was dedicated Aug. 20, 1837,
Tl was known as 8t. Joseph's and
had o sealing capacity of between
00 and B0, -

In tke £ of 1837 Father Corry
was suceerdled by the Rev, C.
fee, who in lurn was succeeded
Igm the Rev. James O'Reilly in
18239, '
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