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'I‘he site of ﬁ*e "st.ates‘ﬁrst Ro-
man Catholic” churech and probabxy
“its first Catholic cemetery — at

o
\\
-%

Q!

(]
X
=

v

A

; J,.

)

~

TP S TR wa s et e

Ww/w vy W’i”f

4

pori -:Park Ale
J‘ Tn February 1827 the Red Patp
jmck Byrne of ‘Beston visited New-}
port -and congreaahons in Fort|"
Mount Vernon and Barney Str=2/5{Adams and in the coal mines in]
— is being developed by Provi- :Portsmouth, prepared over 130 for | :
_ dence Diocese into what will be &, he recéption of Hgly - Commun-
historical newhborhood park and 'jon. Encouraged by Father
‘cemetery. - ;Bymes report, Bishop Fenwick
© - The first church was opened in authorized the Rev. Robert D.|
1828, but the gravestohes in the Woodley of Providence to . attend|-
cemetery are about 200 years" o!c' wport as "an “outmission. T
- For }ears the gorner -parcel ofi¥in 1828 Father . Woodley pur- |
“land has been swrounded - by a;chased,-dpd fitted up- a sma]l_
kigh - wooden fence and the laid, buﬂdl!“g n Barney Street previ-f
has- heen overgrown _with _ trees, ‘ously usefl as-3 school for colored |
‘*‘Shrubbez) . “weeds- and*grass-‘Dﬂ- ch.ﬂdren‘“'as“the first-—Catholic
bris Wwas tessed over the fence a.nd! church in" Rhode JIsland. In Oc-
* children, screened by “tre fencel tober 1878 Bishop Fenwick visited
. from anv supervls:oxz used xt as ‘preached and confirmed 11 "per-
Uz playfield. - fsons. During his sermon he urged
The cemeteries dn-mon uf the the pln't:.hase of addmonal land
_diocese, under which the old cem- ffor futtré needs.. <
‘etery has - been placed,. said yes-; - In 1830, ‘the Rev.’ Joflr ‘ColT.?
terday through Joseph Auriello of ! Siceseded Father Woodley in care
‘Barringten,  is - superintendent, !of the Newport mission. The lat-|
that the ‘parcel is being IEhabm--...vﬂ‘ relymg on his rapidly’ _in-|1
tated and beautified i ; ;crﬂa,smo' congr egat:on began the
__ Many of the trees have bem ¢ut®erection of a_ more pretentious |}
cown and the area bu‘ldozed “The ! edifice on Mount Vexnon Street,
oid cellcr has been filled in and'whlch was dedicated Aug. 20, 1837,
the area_graded. Aboat 20 :-oic :
fravestones-hate been removed to
the St. Columba’s Cemetery work-
shop in Afiddlefown for de;nmv
‘ard deciphering., .
Summer rye will be pIanted ol
give immediate beautification to
the Iot. In thé - fail. Permanen
grass will be sown which, with thﬂf
remaining. tress, will credte
small parklike area for the new‘u-
borhood. The tombstéres will be.
returned, after the grass is estan-u
Iished, and laid flat in the prop-erl
places shown on a diagram of tbe
2 cenefery.
A plaque giving its PLtu"y will}
be piaced af -the site. Workers|
from St. Columba's will maintain
the historic spot. ]k
Not ornly will this i 'e the nexgh~ :
berhicod an cpen paritBke area,
Auriello said, but ke feels ﬂxaL
cin.«..ea, '\Iay;.g in thaz open m—
bl.l:ad UL .I.PCI..LHQ u W-L!G 11’.'11[.!.‘. \\-I.JJ.
cause no further damage there =
Through this plot of lard New:
pert cna claim the honor of beln,,,
the-ctadle -clf the Cat "zohc{hur'ci‘a
- in--Rhode -
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During the War of Independ--

I

fforth, “and “the old St ".TOSeph'
(,‘iﬁrch_\»as closed. =

It was known as St .Tosephs and-|
thad a seahng capaczty of between
100 and
EUTH the fzﬂl ol 1837 Fétﬁer Corr:T :
was succeeded by the Rev. C.l!
Lee, who in turn was succeeded
! by the Rev James ORF‘LJY in

9.
L When .Father O'Re iily left for
“New Bedford, Bisnop Tyler ap-
Ipomted as Newp-ort 5 resident pas-
tor the Rev. James Fittor who
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became very popular here with
all classes of townspeople.  He}
considered the Mount Vernon
Street, edifice unsafe, and ~ fore-
casting the futurs of Newport, ob-
tained the Spring Street site for
St. Mary's, Our Lady of the Isle,
‘Church. He Yeceived the coopera-
[ ion of many - Newport citizens,
‘| irrespective of creed or clase, in
{ the .construction of St. Mary's. 1
F ~The *cornerstone of St. Mary's
il Chirch was laid June J4.. 1849,
The Catholic population hére at]
the time was 586. The church Was
dedicated in 1853 by the Rt Re'.r.1
| Bernar@ O'Reilly, bls_hap of Hart-

. The -present St. Joseph's pamsh

egnce, in 1778, ma°s wgs offered

was established in 1883,

3

by chaplains of Frsnch Ad"mrafl

—

ED Estaing'in the scuth room of the
. Colony House on Washington!
; . Square,"After the departure of thel:
{French aliles, fthere -were shll}
. Catholics in Newport. In 1791 Blsh-:J
iop Carroll of Baltimore ‘and Fa-}
‘ther Thayer ©of Boston corzferred
. the huramegt of Baphsm in \ew~
{port
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%‘I‘H!ﬁ 1S THe darse.

Hovse aT 7/THIR® ST,
MAHICH HAD 4 BELPRY
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