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Correspondonce of the Joumal.

Newpor?, Aug. 5, 18531,
On o hot day within a wecek, with & veal hve
flesh and Llood friend, and our dear W ordsworth,
—a single thick tome, clear type, clean papen, and
calf.skun,—we set off to spend a short sefenezlym
soothing season on the Southern side of this uisle

of peace,” closa by the shore of the suuny Sed.

Newport, which has hibernated for almost tl}f_ee
quariers of & ceptury, is now under th? geniay
sun-light of the nogutide of fashion, warming into
‘gay and vigorous life. Eowever, the people re-
sume in parttheir ancient torpor 1S soon as the
fiery career of the dog-star is finished. From t'he
tiing of Berkley until this day, often has the praise :
of Newport been sung. But man has done but
litile here, nature almost all. Man has done more
to despoil than to renew. This island, which the

good Bishop of Cloyne called the “Eden of Amerl-

en” acentury ago,1n some ofits fentures, has ma-
terially ehanged during the fong interval. Mast |

of the fine trees with which it was once covered
have fallen under the vandal siroke of the early set-
tlers ; and nota few grand old apple orchards went
to make the pot boil when those “infernal British-
ers” bore ruthless sway. Nothing does this istand
need 50 much throughout its whole extent as trecs;
and we feel that we give well-timed and valuable
advice, when we say thatitis the duty of every
inhabitant to set about at once planting them.

Perhaps there is notin the wide ecircuit of the
country so many sites udmirably adapted for most
charming landseape, gardens us may be found on
thisisland, A fow have alrendy been laid out,
and they present in lawn and tiny grove, and
miniature deer-park, the sweetest little bits of ar-
tificial scenery that the eye mmy desire to vest
aupon.

Since we last took upon ourselves to be & chro-

nicler at this place, not many note-worthy +

changes have been made, We deem the prinei-
pal architectural improvement of the town to be
the new Romish church, This edifice has been in
progress about two years, and wiil probably be
completed during the present season. " It occupies
one of the pleasantest and most accessible loea~ E
tions ini the southern part of the town, and presents ;
towards the water a bold and noble aspect. The *

materiol of which itis constructed is ved sandstong,
laid in rustic courses, the surface presenting innt-
merable rude unchiseled prominences, producing
shadows of great force, and when partly manteled
“withivy, or some other parasitie plant, the whole
will have a fine picwuresque effect. The architec-
wure of the building isafier o design by that vigidly -
Catholic architeet, Pugin, and when itis eom-
pleted, we think it will be acknowledged the most |
thoroughly religious edifice in the State. We of !
course speak technically, for we deern the severe
Gothizthe strongest type for struetures devoted to

i ° - . » o
|tractive litle structores, -dedicated 10 worship, |
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“religious uses. This church in particular satis-
fies us, because we discover in the carrying out of
! the details, less shum and miserable shift of hol-
‘low colupins and stuceo urehes, than is generally
_exhibited in our crude American attempts. Here
are real arches and a clere story of solid stone, rest-
ing upon stone columns cut in single shafts. We
“congrawulate our enterprising friend, Father Fir- |
tton—who knows well enongh that we have litile !
sympathy, but all chavity, for the dogmas of his .
church—upon having so0 nearly and successfully
accomplished a work which has long been a favor-
‘ite schemie of his hemt, ‘We regret that he did not -
feel justified in incurring the additional expense of
stone mullions and window tracery, thereby ven-
‘dering the design nearly perfect. The tower, | =
which is to be of storie to the summit, wiil not be ;-
carried up at present, but is voofed in ona level
with the npex ofthe nave. For beauty of archi-
{tecture. and fitness for jis purpose.—and by beauty
‘here, we do not mean profuse display of finical |
ornament, stucco ot fresco, streaky. and tawdry, o
and tasteless. as in some hands the latter often is,—
‘compared with this there is no church in Mew- ;
port woxthy of 2 moment’s notice; and not many !
in the State that will surpass or equal it. '
it {s pleasant to see the cool Silent poreh, the .
deep-set doorway, the shadowy windows, the |
dim, and solemn. and mysterious roof, taking the
place of the glaring, open portico. the innumera- .
‘ble diminutive pine sashed window openings, .
‘and the blinding, white-washed exteriors and - !
texiors, of American conventicle erections.
~ In building churches and chapels, in city or
leountey, the responsible trust of the choice of ma-
l&erials, design and finish, should be confided to .
persons of fecling and taste, and not lefe to any,
«qualified or not, who are willing w0 undertake it. !
Conceited ignorant persons may say what they |
please, but there is nosafer way than to look into -
‘books and consult authorities. How many at- ’

1

'built of substantial materials, afier pure models,
might we yiot have in our suburban and rural dis-

itric&s, if proper atiention was paid te this matter. \
To be sure there have recently sprung up, under

the infiuence of a better tendency. some commend-
able examples, which form exceptions; but ina '
ride through the country, we shall find that the

general rulefor o village chureh still is, 2 _glaring |-
white wooden shell, surmounted by a triangular t
or pyramidal roof, standing upon an open plane; .
the sacred enclosure, if enclosure theré 15, wnpro- |
| faned by either shrub or shade tree.  Some of these |
pasthoard structuves have been built not only in

‘defiance of all rules of art, but with such a sedu-
lous lack oftaste as almost to shock common e
propriety. The same emotions should be felt and
expressed inrearing the walls of o place of wor-
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"ship, as should gver afterwards animate those who

enter within those wadls for aets of devotion, The .

walls' themselves, as Madame de Siadl says of
Gothir Architecture, should be a. petrified religion,
In the cloguent words of Dr. Dewey,—~*Archi-
{ecture is a.language, as truly as sculpture and
‘painting—nay, as tenly as literature, as poetry.
The front of a majestic and beautiful edifice is |
known and read of all men, The stranger, the |
zazer, the passer by, theugh he read nothing else,
veadsthat. And there ave relizious edificesin the-
world, whose effect in elevating the mind, cannot
be transcended by sty painting or statue, by any

poem or eloguent discourse, And suppose that, l

- such poemn or discourse could be sodepicted as to
“be set upin an enduring form, and to make an ne-
stant and inevitable 1mpmssi0n, by the way-side,
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{zammncmg by night—to those who likeit. Hand

gentlest and sweetest of all, a lovely loved one,
¥ . what can afford more exhlerating debght thana
5 frolicsome bath ot the beach, And to thespecmtor.,
l vwhm. more pmmresque than these aguatic masque-
rade morning balls, of mermaids, and mermen,’
 and nafads, asfrom the long row of dimintive’
wcells i‘ncmg ocennward, emerge & numerous’ com—
{PR"F. in many-hued, strangely diversified up-*
' ‘parel,
To-day it is frowsy and muggishly warm for-
' Newport: Last night it rained. Elow reﬂeslunnm

Iy pattered the dropsupon the vine Jeaves by our!.
mndow, - J.

., where multitudes and generations are walking. |

Would it not be a goadly werk to place it there? !
Would not the very idea, the bare possibility, of i
it awoken the utmost enthusiasm 2 But & mag-

nificent piece of architecture is such a poem—is |
uch & discourse. Inasmuch that I will venture
‘to say, and | say it advisedly, and deliberately, :
‘that I would value as much, in any city or town, |
the effect ofthe York Minister in England, as if’'
that great work of England’s sublimest lmrd-*« ‘.

'the * Paradise Lost.” e who gnzes upon such o 5 x

“strueture, is melted, emapmrcd overwhelmed with |
delight and veneration ; he feels ashe does when '
-he gazes upon the sublime abjests of nature. And |
.10 pluce n majestie cathedral in one of our cities— |
“ywould that it might be done here i—would be asif!

'yeucoukl place the Ioftiest mountain of the Alps 1

in its neighborhood, to bicar up the thoughis of its |

inhabitants to sublimity, to beauty, to heavent ‘ _

Man isever struggling upward to somethingabove
and beyond bhimself, He knows that the waves |

‘ofhis enrthly fortunes and experiences roll in |

wild and fearful commotion arpund him, and he
- builds a Pharos, a light-house, to guide him wpon
the dork and stormy sea; trusting that as long as
the lofiy tower stands, it may bear the blessed
light of gwidanes and hope to him and bis chil-
"deen’

"W have given so much space to thoughis upon

i our faverite theme, awakened by viewing the fins|-

specimen of ceclesinstical afchitecture reared by
“the Catholies, that we have guite overlooked the

usaal attractions of the place; and have even!’

passe&by that gay and goodly company, whe'
feast and frolic, and regularly ni 1l o'clock, re-

aew ﬂww mmhdmn hﬁ?pm@ﬁ &t the bﬁ&ﬁh, Wld

ui'tewwusds roll or recline in meditative quieseenco,
indeed, here is the place for serene and refined
poetical sbandonment by day,and gay and graceful
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Jin hand with gentle sister, or sweet cousin, or.» .

2.



