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Historie Religious Ground

-~ Few of the present generation realized,
ive feel sure, thet the plot of ground so
Yong enclosedt by a high hoard fence at
he corner of AL Vernon and Barney
trects 18 an arca of hisloric  religiows
ignificance  particutarly {o  those of
{loman Catholic faith,
© Bul now thal the proleclive fence is
removed and landscaping work is under-
way, it won't be long  before this spol
takes on the aspect ol a religious shrine,
heenuse here it was that the first Catho-
{ie chwrch in Newport was cstablished.
While Catholic chaplains said mass in
the Colany House during the Mrench nc-
cupation in the Revolulion, and servicrs
were conducled by visiling priests, it was
not until 16828 that an abandened school
on this plot was ulilized for a church.
I 8o rapidly dil the congregation grow
that the first Sl Joseph's Church  was
Dbuslt there. U was dedicated in 1837, enly

to be abamloved when S Mury’s Chwreeh
was completed.

But the site was consecrated ground
and while the church building eventually
wak razed the Rite remained a cometery

in fact. The ancient markers even now
are being reslored, Lo be replaced on the
graves they marked a century ago.

Whean the restoration of the site of this
first Catholie church has been completed
wa will have, within several hundred
vards of cach ather, three well kept relics
ol Newport's early religions. On one side
ol Barney  Slreet, running  through to
Touro Strcet, is the ancienl Sevent) Day
Baptist Meeting House and the venerable
Tourn Synagogue. Nearby, across the
slreet, will e the site of Newport's first
Roman Catholic Church and cemetery.,
Here, indecd, will be a complex of  his-
loric, religious significance,
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