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Who was one of the many unfortunale viclims who perished by the

% ? awful conflagration on board, the ill-fated steamboat L.EXINGTON,
on her passage from New-York to Stoninglon, Jan. 13, 1840.
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5 = . When life’s tempes Miss WHERLER was but 18 years of age, of respectable connexions,
: rsing pestuous storms are o’er, ; and for her strict piety and amiable disposition, deservedly be-

: calm she meets the friendly shore, loved by all her acquaintance, and was on her return to the east,

| 5 _ Who lived averse to sin 3 from a visit to the south, with not only the fond expectations of

Such peace on vi > : 5 soon meeting her friends, but, (agreeable to a previous engage-

! That I‘)”] h vu-?ue s path attend, it : ment,) of being united in marriage in one week from the evening

| : ; » Where the sinner’s pleasure ends of the awful disaster ! Truly may it be said that ‘“in the midst

. T . : Jy may

% _ The Christian’s joys begin. : i of life we are in death!” ;

! See smiling patience smooth her brow, 2

Se_e the kind angels waiting now,
To lift her soul on high ! NEW-VORK :
) gh! - :
;’Zhll.e'eagef' for the blest abode, : : PRINTED FOR THE PUBLISHER,
e Jomsrwuh them to praise the God By SaexeTr & SancENT, No. 1 Nassau, cor. of Wall-street.
Who taught her how to die. ‘
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A WARNING VOICE, &e.

The recent truly melancholly event ‘of the destruction of the
steamboat Lexington, and the loss of life of almost every - soul on
board, to the number of nearly one hundred and 'ﬁfty (me‘n,'womexi
and children,) has filled the hearts of probably more than one thou-
sand mourners with deep sorrow—many of whom, like the discon~

solate Rachel, will not be comforted because their friends are not!

As there may be some into whose hands this pamphlet may fall,

_who have not yet been made acquainted with the particulars of

this peculiarly awful disaster, the writer deems it not unimportant
s
here to introduce them—the said ill-fated Steamer left New-York

“_for Stonington, Conn. at the usual hour of departure, Monday 13th

January, at 3 o’clock, P. M. with arising 150 souls on board, more
than one hundred of whom were passengers |—the boat was pro-
ceeding safely and \expeditiouslyi (as was supposed by all on beard)
to her destined port, until between the hours of 6 and 7 P. M. when
she was discovered to be on fire !—such attempts as the fear and
consternation of the poor devoted souls on board would admit of,
at this alarming crisis, were made to extinguish ‘ghe flames, but,
without success !—the next thing attempted, and the only alterna-
tive left them to save life, was by the fatal Steamer’s boats, three
i number—but, alas, in this they also failed, they either becoming
water-logged or dashed into pieces by the wheels of the Lexington,
which were kept sometime in motion, but which finally stopping,
and all hopes thereby being destroyed of reaching the shore, the
scene of misery and distress which the unhappy sufferers at that
moment . presented, (as related by the few survivors who were mi-
raculously preserved from the dreadful conflagration,) is indeed al-
most beyond the power of human conception ! the unfortunate pas-
sengers (among whom were several women and children,) to escape
from the scorching element, clung to various parts of the vessel
until compelled by the approaching flames to loose their holds, and

to drop into the chilling and boisterous ocean! and if not immedi-
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ntelg engulphed, while permitted to float for a moment on bale f’.
: 80
ffs?wzor ;ome deta.ched parts of the burning boat, distracted moth-
- ke ea;d calling to their children, and their perishing offspring
eir mothers, for that hel i -
*Ip, that assistance, which
o : : ance, which they, po
souls; had it not in their power to afford them—neither Aha's, tpheor
ower 'es i
{:e ; ; to szllve. themselves !—but, to their surviving friends, it sboul:
; t'onso ation, that the sufferings of such were proi)ably of short
luration ! ture havi : -
};ier 'lpn ;.ls nature havmg become soon exhausted, their heart
cing cries ceased, and the i :
¥ almost instantl ied i
Blerel . 7 y were buried in the
‘,jctli)m and', as has been truly said, (in relation to the poor devoted
hi.n.ci;s‘)&v;exy hu,mm_p»e‘mg,l.gss Ao that ill-fated vessel, has left be
: circle c;‘f' x}:]ournmg, and in some cases, héartéf;rZi(‘e;ﬁ friend
——¢very one of them was dearl g i i .
Y Pprized in private, and
= nen e the 1o
fnclé mak.es a void in the family circle at least, wh;ch can nevessb°f
2 . . r
ille agal.n on earth!—but, as it is the Purpose of the writer to l‘:
o ar - 1 s
more Paltlculdrly of one, with whom she was endeared by a pe o
o 3 r
fhcqu.amtance, and whose praisewerthy loye of piety, and fie sona:'
apaloly ; ) 5 ws o
Rdi;iozq_n_:&r;ﬁc}e_o(,_a_tten;img early 1o the sacred truths of revealed
5t0f; were congenial to her own ; and
el : 3 one, who, although h
~buri:; 'bodly (with that of many others of the poor v;ctims) lgies .
In the deep, her immortal spirit, we doubt not, hag been b 4
5 orne

by her guardian ap
< gels, to her G ]
visible flock. - er God, and numbered with Christ’s

) (

Whele the writer becal"e ﬁ'st acquﬁ]nth
‘Vlth hel,) was on Aer return to hEI "a“ve State and ﬁ lends, alld
w e]e’ agl a ] P b'g h €Xpec

h 'Ee l) e to a revious €nga e“le"t’ she was in P ta‘lon

of bei S 5
€lng united in marriage to a respected friend, the week f 11
t ollow-

ing that of the dreadful dis =
: aster!—} .
hier Gnd e i ut, alas ! it was God’s will that

a ha i : .
dear friends, should gog ppy and jo?'ful meeting, with near.ang

row alld n]oulll”lg .—'a]as, sad dlsﬂ Ollltme t ow ddeﬂ and
n h su
ubneXPeCted the c}]ange-_tl U]" 1t lnay be sald that human h‘e 1s
but a Vllpom that appeal e”] 10‘ a )lt”e tlme and then v I h h
3 anishet

P

Z.

~

away !”-—when sickness wears away the constitution by the ¢ cold
gradations of decay,” the surviving friends are, in a measure, pre-
pared for the awful change that is to succeed—but, where we be-
hold at one moment, as it were, the face of a dearly beloved friend,
beaming with joy, and in the full enjoyment of youthful health, and,
to receive in the next, the melancholly tidings of their sudden dis-
solution, and that they at that moment lie embraced in the cold icy
arms of death, the change is so sudden, awful and unexpected, that
the heart sinks under the weight of its pressure!-—riay every mourn-
ng friend (who have been thus bereaved and afflicted,) permit memo-
1y to supply what death has taken away, and by following the foot-
steps of one, who at the age of eighteen, without a moment’s no-
tice, dropped her mantle of clay, and joined (we trust) her kindred
spirits; be prepared for-a dissolution as sudden, and leave behind

" them a character equally revered.

The sudden and unexpected exit of Miss W. as well as that of
so many others, (some younger than herself) who found a walery
grave by the shocking disaster of which we have spoken, ought
most seriously to impress the minds of all, that ¢ from death’s ar-
rest no age is free !”’—that youth, beauty and vigour, are but feeble
barriers to-the fatal shafts of mortality. Such an alarming instance
of the instantaneous and unexpected loss of so many lives, speaks
in a voice that cannot, and ought not to be stifled, or misconstrued——
a voice indeed from a watery grave—¢ Be ye also ready I’ pro-
ceeding, as it were, from the lifeless corses of nearly one hundred
and fifty persons, young, old and middle aged ; husband and wives,
parents and children, brothers and sisters, \\}'1.0, as has been al-
ready observed, “went forth so thoughtless of what that day was to
bring forth |—perhaps from the social and festive board—with a

smile, perhaps, saying ¢ such a day I sball return!” and then that
in a very few hours after they set foot on that deck, they should
have been dead !—that it all should have been so sudden—in a mo-
ment—one moment sitting and conversing with a friend, and the
next moment meeting death face to face! Kind readef, permit us
here to make the important inquiry=—does not this sudden and mel-
ancholly instance of mortality suggest to all the necessity of a pre-~
paration ?—can any harm acerue from having our lamps trimmed

and burning, ready for our departure hence I—to contemplate the
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hour of dissolution, is the indjs
bdxd we know the moment of departure
e procrasti — i ’
purﬁoses ﬁt}n}nated }.J/Ut as the Deity has, for wise and b
» shut futurity from our view——as the next n etnemlem
. moment may be

the harbinger of de e call for re -
; ath th p i
: : : b 1 [)al'atlon iS loud and im

repentance might perhaps

Time, like a 1 -
- : ong flowing stream, m -
is forever lost and swallowed e ,it .ake,s haste into eternity, and

Welissuert ; and while it i ing t
5 ap“;?f’a];:::st?; liiway al.l things, which are not ir;xsm};i::laffhg 4
st y provllfience to the duration of all the ple:l:
decree of Iieaveﬁﬁ?ﬁh&ﬂ_the/mowﬁmj&mggFWhu e
e glorv = t; e uttere.d, and providence shall prono‘an ;
e Open; and s e earth, “its time slha}l be 0o longer !”—tl?:
sy fgﬂune el tces all to a perfect equality—youth, health
s worm,onhn s, ?onors, serve for a short time tt; disti ’
S ;e:xt‘h from another; and could we but have s
2ostran bo:.ely sepulchre, where still ljes buried :n
s Withx_gelggth;fognza, 1es of t.hose who but yesterday were in :
o e ;xpectatxon, perhaps; of participating in -:1:’.
el if,‘ i ,fiv :t a spectacle should we there behogld .
e, so, ]a,te fai:lf ;ﬁﬂ remains of that amiable ‘and ‘b"el:\th:
Bt moment gay, and whose sudden and .unexpect:d
et nt probably wrings the heart ang moist
that pl'o;ié;ng son,.\;'i%).»l::: l;:i_::nd V't:efe'tooﬂthe o o
L egie 1 1dol of their g
wepbehom t}l::zf:r::i pa;ents deplining years !—an:l) l:l:e:end 'me
. sto tha.t tender beloved infant, so late m']ght
e body_sm,l Ii)(;s ba; iz::‘e;:(til:nate mother, whose cold and ?r:laz:id
jieg : by, » Or, perhaps, with it st ;
st :0(;1;; ta;s :i l:rl;wxllmg to-be seperatedI;'r:)t,x;_lmlc:rl ;rst:(::o}::s;ed -
o e m.main: o?e‘;:cted widow might there too beh(i)]:rghe’
A et et e husband of her youth -
port—“;ho e thf ‘:'ei'le(lld her protection, or con
ably_anticipating the h}z,xp;?i);:sr:‘;::l;z’o

less corse of

; whose unstrung
: tribute to her sup-
Was 1n active life, and prob-
uld experience in once more
and children ! alag! « hbw‘
.ane‘eltn‘in and tr&mifory our
t Joya ! how eareful should we

pensable duty of tra'nsitory mortajs—

i
-
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be to place our affections on the ¢ friend that sticketh closer thanm

» and who will not like earthly friends, die and leave us.
o die, however sudden and
from
e of

a brother,

Ttis indeed gain for the Christian t
unexpected his or her death ; as thereby they are removed
this world of sorrow and imperfection——hewever desirous we ar
long life, and however great the terrors of the grave, we must ac-

knowledge that but small is the portion of pure and unmixed hap-

piness which we here enjoy—even the most prosperous have their

share of suffering—if such is the state of those whose ¢ cup run-
neth over,” what must-be the cendition of such as are exposed te

adversity and subjected to the various calamities daily occurring in

the humbler walks of life ! Poverty and want, sickness and sorrow,
nt, form a bilter draught, and in a great
¢¢that he would not live al-

e have experienced

anxiety and disappointme
measure justify the declaration of Joz,
In the morning of our days, before W
the cares and sorrows of the world, we imagine the prospect before

ogether fair and beautiful—we suppose the path of life
where no thorn is found,

ways.”

aus to be ait
to be smooth and easy, strewed with roses,
and beset on every side with sources of enjoyment—but, no sooner
this path, than we find how egregiously we were de-

do we enter on
our sky—the

__cares and toils in constant succession, cloud
by the killing frost of disap-
dissolved by

fewer enjoy=

ceived
tender: buds of hope are nipped
pointment--—the airy visions of youthful expectation are
the touch of real life—we find the world stored with
ments than we imagined—we see that nothing is to be gained with-
out labor, toil, and unceasing exertion—we behold arcund us a
fleeting and transitory scene—our fathers are removed into the
fand of forgetfulness, and leave us to prosecute our journey alone—
old age advances, with hasty steps, attended with infirmity and dis-

ease, destitute of enjoyment, and leaving us nothing to wish for,

but that “death (if prepared therefor) would come to conclude our

SOITroWS.

My dear youthful readers, pe
tunities for attending to religion,
certain ! nothing is more common than proc

concern ; yet nothing is more dangerous ;

ent season, mever present

ds to their eternal ruin ! ro d
.

¢mit me to assure you that all oppor=
beside the present, are totally un-
rastination in this great
nothing more frequent-
, yet ever in imagina-

ly fatal—the conveni
oubt there

tion near, has lured thousan




.some, that they cannot bear the me

-eoncur to-make it the king ofterrors—strong pain
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were some on board that ill-fated steamer (the Lexington) who had
resolved that they would, at some future period, choose the better
part, and make the important preparation—but, flattered themselves

that there was yet time enough ! and so flattered- themselves even
until the very moment that a sing

le hour’s longer existence in this
_world was denied them !'—the

young it is well known are too gen-
erally prone to expect a long life, and to flatter themselves that they
will have sufficient opportunity to receive religiofs hereafter, though
the present should be neglected !—vain flotteries ! delusive ex-
pectations ! —for how often has the giddy unprepared youth been
summoned into eternity, just as he was. laying the deepest plans,
and indulging in the fondest expectations of worldly happiness '—
My dear young friends, we are all dying creatures—we have seen
many of our friends and relatives laid in the grave ; many as young
as ourselves, and apparently as likely to live—some we have seen
carried off by long and lingering disease, and some, (as was the
unhappy fate of the poor sufferers to whom we have alluded,) cut
down suddenly, without scarcely a moement’s warning ! God only

knows when we are to follow them into the eternal world—we know

not the day of our death—our times are in God’s hand—it may be

to-night—we are certain the moment of ‘death must come—we are

certain that it cannot be at no great distance, but know not how
near.

- Few indeed there are who will den
to be prepared to die ! to collect for
a scene, at which the stoutest heart is appalled—it is to be feared
that there is too little of this preparation for death in our depraved
world—the busy scenes of this life ought not to expel from our
-minds, the awful certainty of death !—we should remember that
-we must die; that soul and body must be parted, the one to return
to dust, the other to appear a naked spirit befgre the presence of
that God, who gave it ! To die, is one of the most weighty and se-
rious things that ever creatures experience—death is so terrible to

y thatit is not a great thing
titude of soul, to pass through

ntion of the name, yet it is what

cannot be avoided by any one of the human race '—several things

. 8, conflicts and
agonies go before ; fears and terrors attend it:$

love and service of
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« Good God?! on what a slender thread
Hang everlasting things !

The eternal state of all the dead,
Upon life’s feeble strings.

Infinite joy or endless wo!
Attend on every breath ;
And yet how unconcerned we go

Upon the brink of death !”

It 18 u’luch to be {ea! ed that those Who pass over the season Of

h. without attending to the important preparation for e:;:l:;m!t‘};;
Loep ded, will remain unprepared forever! We wo' :
o ‘:emmme“ , n—nor would we diive the aged .sm.ner o
i grace'Of e £ God, and with God nothing is impos-
el he,nsion just suggested, is but too
well confirmed by the ordinary course of.divine de:ﬂxr;g:f\;v}:ihc::::;

ind,—1 d, it perfectly corresponds with the natur -
kllxnd, 1;::(?; )"outh is most exempt from worldly (:a.res,t a?:;es -
S ts—i the best opportun
% engag'emems—l;:i‘:giss,t::c::; rast‘z:emion to the things of reli-
b i i;g all the ardor and energy of the soul to the

ons have once plunged in-
God. But when pers sl

dispai
ible ; yet the melancholly appre

gion, and for devoti

d, t
to the solicitude and employn:)ents of theth:vc;:e ,thing i<
i i ht to bestow on the hing
inarily little time or thoug Y o
dma:ky‘e the all important preparation to meet their Groiuﬂ‘erers 5%
2 mt’ notice !—what number there were of the pzoi Kl
s . d, we know not, bu
tal boat, thus prepared, i -
- thtataf;ew as si)nce the dreadful occurrence, it hfist.besenw}w
o im
b 'n d that t’here were a number among the poor v1cb [,]very
e ectability, and whose untimely fate has bee
; of friends and acquaintances—nor
ome among them, who, at thedmbel-
rayed be-
i i hands, prayed, that never p
: oment, with uplifted » P s
an(:ho“}:i’[?vith re,soldtions that if their lives could th;ntbelzg poo,r
S s 5
they :vrcl)uld never cease to pray to their dying d;y : 5 t;e,ir pet,itions
i bation was at an end, an
Is, the day of their pro : e
:’o: lo’n.ger life could not be granted !—it was the wxll:i: .
!o Father that our dear friends ehould thus for i
y L& '

were of great resp !
justly lamented by a large circle
is it improbable that there were s

fore,
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pose be in an unexpected moment removed {rom us, and his wilf

must be done ! under a deep sense of our frailty, we should
to his chastenings, w

ing ev

submit
ho orders all things for our good ; from seem-
il, he often brings forth the greatest possible benefits ; and it
is often the case, that what at first seemed dark and intricate is at
last made apparent to us as the noon day sun,

as having been plan-
ned for our benefit,

’ That all wise Being, who is the former of our
bodies, and the father of our spirits, wou

Id never® afflict us were. it
not for our good.

lacerate the already bleeding heart; but he will
administer the oil and wine of consolation,
waves of adversity, ¢ Thus far shalt thou
here shalt thou be stayed.”

in his own due time,
and say to.the boisterous
come and no farther, and

All consolation which the mind receiy
that benevolent source from which the
should therefore consider that

es under afflictions, is from
chastisement proceeds ; we

if we murmur against the dealings
of Providence, when they are adverse to our corrupt wills, that we

also find fault with the author of our blessings. * It isa blessing that
we live; and if we improve that blessing aright, the holy book of
inspiration teaches us that it is a still greater blessing to die—for
we are then released from the troubles and cares of life, and leay-
ing this frail tenement of clay, the joyful spirits seeks the hayen of
its nativity, and reposes in the bosom of its Father and its God.”
Many in sickness and sorrow are inclined to say, that some other
affliction would be better suited to promote their best good, and that
some time would be & more fit time than the period that was chosen,
but how incompetent Judges are we, what is wisest and Lest to be
done? 1If we were to be our own judges in such cases, we might
strive to pitch upon a trial and for a time of suffering, which would
Iead us to avoid the cross, and leave us strangers to our own hearts;
God who knoweth our particular frame and temper, best knoweth
when and how to try us, and how long to continue us under the rod,
if we derive spiritual benefit from the afflictions which we endure,
we shall not say that any other “affliction, or any other time to en-
dure it rather than the Present ; but we shall say « QO Lord, thy will
be done, Loth as to the kind and continuance of affliction; oh, cause

me to adore thy justice and thy wisdom, ang humbly to implore thy
mercy.” sl :

He will not break the bruised reed, he will not -
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i hat all must die, and that the

Tl'le k“,O‘VIEdget:’: tt:: lz:tr-t-a:;llta.}; y:fe may be hurried as instarltz;;
e ho"ur ma})’( ectedly into eternity, as were those poor mor taed
i afld'unetopthe awful conflagration (which we have atten’;'pthe
= fe]l'wcm‘nsv' ht to 'convicc the careless and unc.oncerne'd. .o e

- desm:lb'e) oqg tance of spending some portion of life in pre
il blessed religion of the bible strongly }n‘ges
e bas well as prepares the mlf)d ?f
and instructs him’in

paration for deqth—--tﬁ o
the importance of th.ls pyep?ra.gzo;_stant o
s {9‘? e ?ve‘;:: Ofi‘ntehslss;learly weans him from'an unduehlove.
- R t]u;'ctipoﬁls do not attack him by surpn.se, andut' e.reu
OF‘thci]s ‘Yocl;:fld;w/'eiwilelm him; he 'is"equipped;fgz th_?',stc;:n;,v :rsc\:; ;
e i i iocation of life---he 1s n .
e éalm, il(}dt'hls di?r::)x:fmrtu\l:l‘li:that which is mortal t‘;lies---\:h::;
by.sorro'w a_“d 1sapipbe insto lchange, and when that whtch he hn 4
- “"h‘Ch.‘s e afray! Cold and insensible indeed is tt'mt e?he
e tr'anSlem Passesto relicions--it is lost to the best fee]mis, ah
e oo blest seixsibilities which can possess the ;xfm 2
g d {hat alone we thinl, that could have adorh
B \fvas tht::oasr; of the unfortunate'suﬂ'erer's on' boar tte-
= conso]atlo.n t(;; ir last moments) who had been 1.ts ;smcere (;/::h
Lexington, o t]e cholly moment, when the poor x.'xc(lms saw -
s t'hat oy v side, and without the most dllstant prospec ;
" e ed from the all devouring flames by the
hat alone that could have
the two permanent pillars

an escape, or of being rescu g
i

interposition of any humanal i n are

tained them ! Virtue and Religio > ts and eternal felicity,

sustal he fabric of temporal enjovmet T =oal
whick support t hing more substantial than mere €

and the possession of these excel-
in every circumstance, it xs:ot the
lings. - What can
ituation that we are in which regulates the tf;edevgofmg sz
sl:;adl a more delightful prospect, than a }.fouof Religiou? AT
a' orh' undisturbed thoughts, to the pursu?lts e A
e ratified with such a scene® meia e
- Xe gall themselves chiistians, should s ux:hmu Syt
e cuutiously avoid religion when young iouf' e’
Bty i being ser !

e i acquaintances for

| < RS 1 nce streams
g rl((lhtcu}ceonfe);s our loye for that fountain {from whe
ashamed to s

human nature wants some? :
objects to constitute happm?ss,
lencies will render life pleasing
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of every comfort flow ? for that Parent to wh
el 23 om we alone loo i
e saﬁ:;:;: dc:;') aﬁilctIOITs'f Religion does not indeed pkrz‘::‘;u:;i
i gratiﬁc_};t: joyment, l.t leads us to most honorable and praise
e :;:‘s th‘at 'vam nature can bestow, or that immacu:
o a‘nd,r---zt ls‘that alone that consoles the aching heart
bl e aié - t.}:faconcxles the unhappy to their misfortune
- o o is, t:e 'near relatives of thoge unhappy bein t
i e havy an. awfully deprived of their earthly exigu~
= be;eaved o e .wnthstood the shock ! the afflicted husband
S th,at thg:e;gd parent, who in one fatal moment burieé
the ﬂatteri.ng er i - de'm: o T——
persuasions of religion, they are assured by it t;atb"t"
5 i

they walk in virtue’s w

: ¢ ays, they shall revisi i

friends in that place where dwells every fe;?::it;helr dear departed
J

and affliction will no more attend them a4 xharcsenae

Through shades and solitudes profound
T%xe fainting traveller winds his wa ',
Bewildering meteors glare around #
And tempt his wandering feet a’stray.

Welcome, thrice welcome, to his e e
YThe sudden moon’s inspiring ligh}; -’

When_forth she sallies throuch the sl’<
The guardian angel of nigl?t! L

Thus mortals blind and weak below

Pursue the phantom bliss in vain,‘
The world’s a wilderness of woe ’
- And life a pilgrimage of pain !,

Sraa
Till mild RELIGION, from above
D bl
escends, a sweetl encasing f
The messe et
= nger of heavenly love,
e bow of promise in a storm.

The guilty passions wing their flight

B Sorrow, remorse, affliction cease:
ELIGION’S yoke is soft and light :
And all ker paths are paths of ;eaco.
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Ambition, pride, revenge, depart,
And folly flies her chastening rod ;

She makes the humble contrite heart,
A templeof the living Gop.

Beyond the narrow vale of time,
Where bright celestial ages roll,
To scenes eternal, scenes sublime,
She points the way and leads the soul.

At her approach the grave appears,
The gate of Paradise restored ;

Her voice the watching cherub hears,
And drops his double flaming sword.

Baptized with the renewing fire,
May we the crown of glory gain ;

Rise when the host of Heaven expire,
And reign with God, forever reign.

Itis to be lamented that such is the present prevailing thurst for
worldly wealth, (to the unpardonable neglect of securing a more im=
portant interest in Heaven,) that it is to be feared, that there will be
many in their last expiring moments, who will not derive that conso-
lation which Religion is alone capable of affording them---of such
we would inquire, that when brought so near death’s door, that there
remains but one single step between themselves and eternity, what
value would they then place on countless sums of gold and silver?
Alas, of what value did the poor suffering mortals, (who perished on
board the Lexington,) consider the useless pelf of which they were
possessed,’{vhen on that solemn occasiog, millions 'would have been
insufficient to have purchased a single additional moment to their

carthly existence ! Of so little value did they, poor helpless souls,
view it, that they cast it into the sea, (as we have been creditably

as so much worthless dross, that the boxes that contained

informed,)
ate use, in the con-

it might be put to the more important and immedi
veyance of water to quench the devouring flames ! Indeed in the
pocket of one of the unfortunate victims, (whose lifeless body was
brought by the tide to the shore, 2 few hours after the fatal disaster)
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there were found many thousands of dollars!

Yet, however great
the sum,

a single treasure in Heaven would haye been far more val-
uable to its late unfortunate possessor !
are so prone vainly to pride yourselves in the accumulation and pos-
session of worldly riches, are you more secure from the sudden
stroke of death than were those poor victims, to whose untimely
fate we have alluded? Be assured that it is not an abundance of
rickes that can secure to you (not only that degfee of happiness and
tranquility of mind that you are so anxious to experience, but) a sin-
gle moment of your precious lives.

My dear friends, you who

We ought all to bear constantly in our minds,
Jjourners here on earth---that not one of us
that we are all fast hastening to our long

nign anticipation of happiness hereafie
adversity,

that.we are but so-
have a lease of our lives-.-
homes; and may the be-
I, enable us to triumph over

and instruct us the proper improvement of afflictions, that
they may efficaciously work out for us g “far m

eternal weight of glory.” Suitabl
summated happiness and fiuitio
minds dilated above the anno
adverse events, we ¢
of time,

ore exceeding and
y impressed with the hopes of con.
n in the realms of peace, and with
ying influence of worldly troubles and

an tranquilly withstand all the buffeting bil
and welcome the auspicious hour,

these tenements of clay, to an
and fadeth not away.”

lows
which transports us from
“inheritance incorruptable, undefiled,
With this hope alone, can the sorely afflicted
mourners become reconciled to the late melancholly and unexpected
bereavement of their near and dear friends---to whom, (in the lan-
guage of the poet) we would suy

¢ Murmur not, nor weep, nor pine,
Ye friends that bear the cross !

For God therein had some design---
He will repair fhe loss.

And though the vale of death is dark,
His light shall guide thee on,

Nor wreck’d shall be that HEAVEN

LY BARK,
Like Lexingrox !

But built by God’s own viewless h
And guided by his power,
It shall conduct thee safe to land,

and,

" _gweet enthusiastic melancholy that
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Despite the elouds that lower !.
And when from that far distant tide,
“The GOAL OF LIFE is me, .
Thou shalt behold each friend that /dxfed

~ On Lexington!
L}

2 Yes, and there, (if we die the death of the righteous,zow;::lai:la::y
; loved Saviour, who has gone before us h i SR
h(l’ld °“rw:e cannot see him here, but we hope a,ndhtrus: t 'z} S
i wi im there! ;
‘ge SR i :z}rlr(x):z(tlim}:;n steals upon the soul,
i i ‘nded and every scene in na-
o thf’“ght itsee]f:safnofm:gfzh:fethzuzgd; ’how delightful :)red ‘th;:
o ?e:sattos‘:c'; atime! though felt they cannottbe ie;s::;x :Xp,ect
sensatior : 7 SR '
e antidplatlo:qf)sf ::(t)isr(:ll;'lizs:::cted from every earthly ide;xt:
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s, what there is in thi
aitte (:in'e 0\{1 t\}::lsl?ar[xr;zvrtinr:z’thing ; its sublunary pl'eas-
0L b anandy:anisi)es like a shadow ; this should conlvmc:
SE TDUt : dream{hina that there is a future state. 'Our s;l)u s ::‘ ;
B thm‘) ani’]' he:,delights, more refined ;sens%tlo.ns than w)e'
Ty Ta,St'ev - “excite ; and something from within tells us. *
igie s n c'an them 3 ’else why these ideas! why the?e;lex}p;;actl
shal Spe 7 Sl woani be- l,hose, ‘noble. sentiments, wit w i
Lol Ofwm"' ‘%Se' : impressed, if we were only to act an in .gk
the mind is sometl“;es ears in this troublesorpevlife, and 'theu sml'
pipsEe P g (:v Z must be a future state, ’_and ‘that zmmorioft.
iniobiag 2‘ il :1 :r oints out an hereafter, and .inumates ete‘;n‘l)‘v’
e H"’“‘fen. ltsi}“btli};f that can alone render the bed (.wf, 'the iy(::)l;
t(;’hn'fa? ';nlf ;Ss tstiis't as downy pillows are 1 for who but him can
ristian ¢

Wltb Sted aStﬂess a“d Selemty, nay, often W “h ‘09 and gladness, on
. f . f

“)e appN)ach Of lhat S()le"ln h()ul Whlch Wll] not Ollly Sepalale h"n
4

; ions, but convey his
and companions, '
t loved earthly scenes ing him into the awful
€ongs mosntried ‘unchangeable state, and bring f};;mlltn will indeed
s u 5 : i

e t"::f an infinitely great and holy Eod? I.n (eeu)cl:h important

preseffc 7 hough seldom, steel the heart “ga’.us ~‘chr> ost mea .

agiae s ions he laentable ignorance in whi o

2

wrapped up in t

considerations ; and t
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live, both of God and themselves,

may draw a veil over these tremen-
- dous. scenes,

and sooth them into a fatal stupor and security——but it
is the sincere disciple of Christ alone who can resign his soul with
the most perfect composure,

and a hope full of immortality, into the
hand of him who made it.

To conclude---the living ought certainly to reflect that time is pro-
gressive, and that every past year is to us a year of added life ; which
of consequence, is so much subi acted from the period of our mortal
existence. But, in general, how improvident are we of time, though
it is not in our power to recall orretardit! We can scarce say, that
the present moment is our own, so soon is it elapsed; and who can tell
that we shall enjoy the next! It is the duty of life
selves for death ; and there is not an hour we live, that does not re-
mind us of our mortality. Meditation on death js al

: ways useful, and
is particularly salutary in a long and dangerous illness; which leaves

us in possession of all our intellectual faculties ; to meditate with ad-
vantage on death, it should be éontemplated closely, with a religious
mind ; this contemplation is not without pleas
sublime emotion, of which no other sentiment can convey an idea ;
it elevates, it fills the whole soul ; it confuses but jt exalts the ima-

gination in the most delightful manner ; how great and affecting
‘must be the thoughts of a virtuous mag

another moment he will depart to see,

eternally united with the only source
the dying saint,

ure-—-it produces a

to know every thing, he will be

of all perfection ; in short, to
religion is his only true comfort ;

a strong persuasion
in a future state of existence 5° a proposition obviously probable,

that every nation and people, so far as investigation has reached, for

at least nearly four thousand Yyears, have in some mode or other,
Afirmly believed it.

"Tis this my fiiend that makes our morning bright,
*Tis this that gilds the horror of our night,

"Tis this that wards the blow, or stills the smart---
Disarms affliction, or repels his dart ;

Within the breast bids purest raptures rise,

Bids smiling conscience spread her cloudless skies.

As it may be the desire of many of our readers to Possess and re-

tain the names and places of residence of those unfortunate persons

to prepare our- :

on the bed of death! jn
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who perished on board the ill-fated Lexington, we here ?x‘}nex.thet:
incd, to wit :—Mrs. Russel Jarvis an
far as they have been ascertained,
::'o chil’dren?, New-York ; Mr. Fowler, do. Stephen Waterb:ry, do.
Thomas James, do. Rev. Doct. Follen, Boston; Jofm Winslow,
P;'ovidence; Mrs. Alice Winslow, (who was accompanying the corpie
of her husband to Providence, for interment,) Provndencc&; Jogn : :
‘ Charles Bosworth, New-York;
inslow, (father of the above,) do. k
ilvaC C(raig, do. Robert Shultz, do. Charles Brackett, (3;.-
Cl-larles P. Noyes, do. Richard W. Do, Brooklyn, Il;;nﬁ [sland 3
] i ; E. B. Patten, do. Mr: McKenny, do:
t E. Harding, New-York ; E
:Il:::kiah Lawrence, do. Mr. Bullard, do. Thqmas I. Taylor, do.
Adolphus S. Harnden, Boston ; William Ray, Ksen;x;bu;lil; VSV};:::n
itts ; Capt. Eben S. Kimball, Salem;
Osborn, N. F. Dyer, Pittsburg; ‘  Selems
ths Mr. Pierce, Portland ; John
Capt. John D. Carver, Plymouth ; g,
i i th ; Benjamin Foster;
ton ; Theophilus Smith, Dartmqu 5
;Ox’idlz::eo'nMr Smith, Dedham ; Chester Hilliard, (savetij)hNt])r-
: e ‘ ; Charles
i illi Maine ; Samuel Henry Boston ;
wich ; William A. Green, 3 e
i s . Woolsey, East Boston ; Jo
H. Phelps, Stonington ; C. W e
yt, (Mai tor,) Boston ; Mr. Everell, ( )
do John Hoyt, (Mail Contrac . (reternige
i do. Henry J. Finn, Newport .
from the burial of a brother,) ' eIt R
hurch, Baltimore ; Richar 1 s
le, Boston; Royal T. C A r :
ll\j'l:az:bel;ryport . .]"ohu W. Kearle, Baltimore ; Mr. W glker, d;;. I\?r
, i John G. Brown, New-Orleans; Master
Weston, lady and child, do. e
' i hia; J. A. Leach, Boston; Jes
r d, (a youth,) Philadelphia; J. A. I cach, ;
22::::(:]{ (I’royvidence . James Walker, Cambndgeporté-Joim ;}or :
: , : do: Charles Lee;
i bart, Boston, H. C. Bradford, :
e Nathamel o Mass. ; John G. Stone, do.
5q. of Gen. Samuel Lee,) Barre, Mass. ; ;
fsl(lln (]i:[r;irl Roxbury ; Jonathan Linfield, Stoughton Phll«l)3 Uptlons
(o ) 5 : =
ton ; Mr. Stuyvesant, Bos
ont; P. Van Cott, Stonington ; !
gf::]n Mattison; Robert Williams, Cold Spring ; vf:mzel ﬁenry,
: t Porter Felt, Salem; W. A. Mason;.
Manchester, (England,) J. - 208
: Blake, Wrentham ; A. Green, (
Gloucester, Mass. ; Rober@» : Shlimn
ovi : Isaac Davis, Boston 3 Miss Sop
Green & Allen,) Providence ; Has
; Abraham Howard, (firm o
W. Wheeler, Massachusetts ; B oA
an 3 Noah Hinckly, Portland ; Isaac $
& Mersey,) do. P. O. Swan ; sy ' :
Boston ,yjohn Corey, Rhode Island’; William Nxcholi,. Mas;;ch:
setts ; 'i‘ H, M. Lyon, Boston; Robert Blake, (Presnde‘m ren:
y L. 11, Id. -
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thanz Bank,) Wrentham ; 'Mr. Bosworth, Royalton, Vt.; James
Smith, Charlestown ; Mr. Brooks, Boston ; Erastus Coleman, do. :
John B. Marshall, New-York ; Mr. Baum, do. J. G. Davenport,
Middletown, N. J.; Mr, Martin and son, Manchester, England
William -H. Wilson, Williamsburg ; Thomas Bleeker, Dedham ;

John Brown, New-York ; Daniel McFarlan, do. William Nichols,

Providence ; Joshua J ohnson, do. :
&

2

OFFICERS &c. OF THE LEXINGTON.

George Childs, Captain; Edward Thurber, First-Mate ; Dayid
Crawley, Second Mate ; (saved,) Cortland Hempstead, Chief En-
gineer ; William Qumby, second do. 5 S. Manchester, Pilot, (saved)
Martin Johnson, Wheelsman ; H. P, Newman, Steward; R. B.
Shultz, Fireman ; Benjamin Cox, do. Charles Smith, do. (saved,)
Charles Bow, do. Charles Williams, deck hand ; Benjamin Laden,
do. C. Humber, do. Joel Lawrence, do. Silas Thorbun, do. Joseph
Robinson, Cook, (coloured,) Oliver Howell, do. do: Robert Peters,
do, do. Susan C. Hucomb, (colored Chambermaid,) Jacob Sands, do.
head waiter ; Daniel Aldridge, waiter 3 J. Gilbert, do. do. King Cade,
do. do. J. Rostin, do. do. John B. Tab, do. do. E. Parkson, do. de.
John Masson, do. do. Benjamin Askons, do. do. Isaac Putnam, do. do.

The foregoing are the names and places of residence of the only
number of passengers, &ec. that have been ascertained to have been
on board the Lexingtor at the time of the disaster, in addition to
ﬁjhich, there is too much cause to fear that there were several among
the unfortunate number, whose names &c. have not yet been ascer-
tained, as the list cdntaining them was consumed with the boat, the
whole number of the unfortunate yictims who thus perished can only
be defermiqed as they are missed and reported by their surviving
friends! Of the whole number on board, the ‘melancholy fact is well
known, that but four were saved ! and of the bodies of those that per-
ished, to this moment, but the comparatively small number of ten have
been recovered, the remainder (one hundred and forty or more,) still
slumber in the ocean, a very great number of which in all probability

may never be found ; not one of the bodies of the unfortunate females
who were on board have yet been recovered. i

* Among the passengers who perished, was Mr, James G. Brown,
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of Boston; a young gentleman of devoted religious (fharaclc;’r, ':ndl.
greatly endeared to all wko knew him. On t}:e morning of the fata -
13th he took leave of his friends in Newark, N.J., .where he had. re-
cent]’}v formed a most tender cpnneqtion. : Amorfg h'lS baggage,' slmco
found on the beach, and restored to his friends, is his pocket Bl.b e, a
little volume called * Daily Food,” consisting of texts of scnpt:;n;le
for every month and day of the year. T?)e texts for Januc‘z‘rzllﬁlx ;
(the fatal day) were with singular appropriateness, thesc—-_%’ e tha
endureth to the end shall be saved,’-—¢ Watch; therefore, for y:’;
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man comelth.r
These paésages were marked by his own hand, by a turneq downf el:x' 3
and from his known habits, had doubtless been the theme <:) : lsf
meditation just before the melancholy catastrophe. The por.t.ont:
scripture marked as recently read, is the 23d Psalm, embra;:mg . e
{riumphant exclamation of David : ‘Though .I walk through t 'e;a e)"
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art wit - me ;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

The following was written on the melancholy occasion soon  after
the loss of the Lexington was announced.

Death follows in the wake of Time and sweeps
AWay the aged and the blooming young :
Scarce opes the eye’ before it droops and weeps;
‘Or smiles the lip, before the heart dscstrung. e

Within the vessel dashing through the wave,
How many thoughts and hopes of earth were crushed!
How few then deemed they tottered o’er the grave
Where soon their plaints and joys must e’er be hushed !

‘The shrieking mother clasped the shiv’ring child---
The pallid maid her flowing ringlets tore‘ &

The tortured youth yelled startingly and wild,
And men bowed down that never prayed beff)re s

No help was nigh in the dread night of gloom---
No life for them, nor hope beyonfi save Heaven :

But He whose eye beheld their dreadful doom,
May still have rescued, pitied and forgiven. -
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It has been a principle object of the writer of the foregoing pa-
ges, to pay at least, a small tribute of respect to the memory of a

departed and beloved female friend, as well as to admonish the

young of the danger of delay in making the necessary preparation
for an exit, perhaps as sudden and unexpected as was her’s! it is a
painful and distressing thought, to the living, that the friend whom
for her virtues we so much loved and respected should so suddenly
be taken from us ; nor do we consider it doing“more than our duty
to manifest some degree of respect for her memory---the sorrow

for the dead is the only svrrow from which we feel unwilling to be

hastily relieved; every other wound we seek to heal; every other
afiliction to forget; but this affliction we cherish and brood over in

solitude. Who even when the tomb is closing upon the remains of .

her whom he or she most dearl ¥ loved, would accept of consolation
that must be brought by forgetfulness ? who can look down upon
the grave, even of one whom we never knew, and not feel a com-
punction that he should ever treated otherwise than with respect,
the poor handful of earth that is mouldering before him! but, the

- grave of one whom we most sincerely loved ; what a place for med-

itation ; there it is that we dwell upon the tenderness, and mani-
fested love and affection of the parting scene! bidding the last fare-
well! and taking the last fond look, as anxious to give one more as-~
surance of affection, even when entering, unconsciously, upon the
threshold of eternity !---such, as described was the parting scene,
the writer’s last interview with one whose gentle spirit we have much
reason to believe now inherits another and better world.

Sad and solemn to the thoughts are news of death;
Yet doubly sad and sorrowful the tidings

When friend or kindred dies—we such tidings hear.
A friend and kindred too is summoned hence—Death
But lately chose her for his victim. The morn
Oflife was gilding brightly all her future

Prospects. Her friends much joy anticipated

Sorr1’s voice is heard no more. No longer
Are the smiles of ilope seen on her countenance,
Her eye no longer beams with joy and gladness.
For thee, departed friend, the tear of sorrow
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Freely flows. With grief we mourn thine early doom.
Could human aid or art thy life have ransom’d

From an early grave, thou hadst not died. '
But heaven’s decree ordain’d it thus; and heaven’s king
Can never err. ~'Then let us feel submission.

CONCLUSION.

A circumstance so truly lamentable as that of the recent destrucs
tion of the steamboat Lexington, and loss of so many valuable lives,
not only exceeds that of any similar \disastler that ever t?(,)k plz?cq
within the waters of our own country, but is, in all probability, with-
out a parallel in any part of the civilized world. .ln the eve f)f_ that
fatal night, when rcposing in imaginary secunty., _unconscious .of
danger, nearly one hundred and filty unfortunate beings, composediof
men, women and children, {the principle part of whom were of the
first respectability,) were hastened inlo-elernily! Although some
time has elapsed since the awful catasiropbe, yet the very.g‘encrztl
excitement produced thereby, is to the present mogne»nt},‘ver‘y lllﬂ?,‘lf
any abafed---no, the shock was too severe and he:‘xrf-pxercmg to. be
so soon forgo‘ten by -a thoughtful and sympa.thlsmg f:ommumty!
Nay, Heaven grant that it may continue to remain {resh in our mem-
ories, until every reflecting mortal be thereby tuutght a lesscfn of mor-
tality, that may ultimately prove productive of their everlasting go?d 4
by an event as sudderf as it was aw(ul, may they be made sensible

of the importance of an early preparation, and of the solf.'mn proof
that * from death’s arrest mo age is free!” Although w? lament
that there may be some few among us who profess to believe that
¢ death is an eternal sleep,” and that ¢ soul and body are both depos. -
ited in one and the same grave!”” And who may doubt whether the
“melancholy event (to which we have alluded,) oflght to have the
moral effect which we have expressed a desire that it may have; yet
notwithstanding it is truly gratifying to the writer, to know that we






