








Pfc Walter P. Wallawender — Pfc Paul D. Dorwart — Pfc Ray O. Lindsey

Pvt Frank Wallar — Pvt Kyle E. Woodford — S/Sgt Ed. Miller



Sgt John Koniowski — Cpl James B. Reynolds — Lt Richaird W. Linduist




their first objective before Granterath. All platoons were
quickly reorganized and set off to the attack. They found
little resistance in Korrenzig, except for small arms and some
artillery fire.

After the capture of Korrenzig, headquarters platoon
established its CP with the mortar platoon and defended
the town.

The machine gun platoons were ordered to advance on
their next objective. As they neared the town, they met
strong fire and were ordered to dig in once more. After esta-
blishing positions, the machine gunners immediately went
into action. Sighting a small force of Germans two hundred
yards distant, S/Sgt Harvey R. Stewart, Pvts Cherry K.
Whisenhunt, Donald L. Shinskey, Irvin H. Schaber and Pfc
Ray O. Lindsey opened fire, inflicting 100 per cent casualties
on the group. The town was captured in one hour and at 1430
was cleared of all enemy troops.
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COMBAT STORY

On 4 March 1945, the Third Battalion was approaching
Moers and Homberg. They had started early in the morning
in trucks, but had been forced to detruck and fight, and then
continue on foot. The Nazis apparently had had a little
time to set up some kind of defense on the west bank of
the Rhine.

In the afternoon the battalion traveled north, parallel to
the German lines, then suddenly turned and headed directly
into the German positions. For a brief time there was a sharp
fire fight, which ended with the coming of darkness. The
Battalion pulled into a chateau just outside of Moers to spend
the night. At 2300 Headquarters Company set up theBattalion
CP. Part of the Battalion, about one-fourth of it, dug in
around the chateau while the remainder found some place to
sleep, either in the cellar or the barns. Most of Headquarters
Company was in the main building.

It was thought that the enemy forces which we attacked
in the evening were a covering force for troops retreating
across the Rhine, and that we had dispersed them. We were
wrong. At 0330 a curtain of enemy fire was laid upon the
chateau from every kind of weapon that the Germans had
on hand. Under its cover, infantry attacked simultaneously
from the left rear and the right front. They made their way
easily through the foxhole outposts and approached the walls
of the buildings. Everyone, groggy from the lack of rest,
— we had attacked practically without sleep for nine days —
staggered to his feet once again and manned the defense.
Dog-tired, the men found it hard to regain their senses, even
with the sounds of battle about them and streams of tracers
flying in the windows.

Capt John W. Busby, Battalion S—3, hastily organized
the defense of the chateau. Our tanks were outside and
the crews could not get out through the fire. Two were
severely damaged by mortar fire. Men were being hastily
assembled in the courtyard when the Germans began a mortar
barrage. Many casualties were sustained. Room after room
was taken for an aid station as casualties multiplied.

The men took up firing positions at the windows, firing
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T/5 Albert J. Coburn — Pfec Lew G. Knight — Pfc Chester B. Murray

Sgt Robert J. Steininger — S/Sgt Willlam M. Sherman — Pfc Luther Capps

13



Pfc Baszilio Salazar — Pfc Harry Bartlebaugh

Pic Walter C. Frydryk — S/Sgt John L. Sherman



into the fire-spitting darkness outside, although every window
was intermittently covered with German small arms fire.
Communication was completely out. All radio jeeps were
almost immediately destroyed. The telephone which con-
nected to units of the battalion worked for a time, but no one
could get near it because of a stream of 50 caliber slugs that
were whizzing in the window and over the table on which it
was placed. A barn caught fire and in its glare our men were
firing at the roofs of the buildings to keep the Germans from
climbing up. Cooks, bakers, clerks, and drivers, toock up
weapons and joined in the fray that night.

Many riflemen had been asleep in the cellar. They seized
their weapons and dashed up the cellar stairs, frequently to
be blown back by the concussion of shells landing near
the stairs. The stairs to the upper part of the house, from
which we were doing the defending, were mostly uncovered
by shell fire which blew down part of the outer wall. To
reach the upper floors it was necessary to jump and dodge
over the shattered, debris-piled stairs in direct exposure to
enemy fire.

The night was punctuated by hundreds of stabs of flames
as the enemy was gradually driven back from the walls of the
chateau. At 0400 the tempo of the counter-attack had slowed.
At 0500 the battle had ceased and by 0630 the Third Battalion
was ready to resume its attack on Moers and Homberg.

Particular credit is due to First Sergeant Joseph B. Eisen-
hauer. In the midst of the confusion, he dashed about, setting
up firing positions and outposts, and organizing the men into
an effective core of resistance. It was while he was engaged
in this task that he was killed.
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
COWHIDE OPERATOR

The soldier grabbed the field phone and. spun the crank.
He waited a full five seconds and then turned to his buddy,
“Those operators! Probably asleep in a chair with a magazine,
a drink...” Meanwhile the operator was pulling cord after
cord, arguing with the GI who wasn’t sure where his Platoon
Leader was, but would he mind putting in a circuit call to
all units immediately?

If Operations is a regiment’s brain, Communications is its
nervous system. Especially under fire, Communications is
essential. For instance, the crossing of the Roer.. ..

We had laid fifty miles of wire in preparation for the
crossing. A good deal of it was laid under fire and by hand.
We had improvised a communications system over the Jerry
connections in pillboxes we had captured. Many lines were
dragged by hand through tunnels from basement to basement.
Two wiremen, T/5 Carl S. Leonard and Pfc Lester S. Regillo,
were fired on so vigorously by enemy machine guns while
laying wire that it took the combined efforts of the 326th FA
and H Company, 333d to extricate them.

While the Third Battalion was crossing, the wiremen were
forced to work standing upright in the middle of a barrage.
It was at this point that S/Sgt Howard V. Isbell was killed.
He had brought the wire to the water’s edge and was awaiting
a boat when a mortar exploded near him. The wire was finally
taken by hand across a footbridge by T/5 Afredo G. Contreras
and Pfc Rice Ratliff, Pfcs Milford B. Davis and Lawrence G.
Swanguarim, switchboard operators who volunteered for the
detail. On the night 22—23 February Pfc Jim Leverett con-
structed twelve new lines from the switchboard to the radio
section, a distance of only 250 yards. Several times Leverett
would start up the street with the end of the wire, only to
find when he arrived at the destination that the line had been
cut by shell fire bhind him. During the next night a 170mm
shell crashed into message center, severely wounding six of
eight men in the room, and blowing the Communications
Officer through the wall into the next room. But messages
and communications were kept in by wire, radio, or mes-
senger. That is our job and our story.
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HOT SPOT

A patrol mission near Marche was the assignment of the
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon on 22 December
1944. This mission consisted of a series of small patrols,
connecting several towns and keeping a motorized eye on the
surrounding country and adjacent roads. This seemed to be,
from all outward appearances, the simplest of missions, for on
that morning the whole route was travelled by two jeeps and
eight men without the slightest mishap.

On the afternoon of that day three jeeps and nine men
took off at about 1300 on the same route. One jeep, which was
led by Sgt Edward C. Podzinski, mounted a 50 caliber flexible
machine gun. The patrol proceeded according to plan until it
reached the village of Hamoul, where the jeeps continued
down the main street and stopped a short way from the
Ourthe River. At the end of this street was a blind spot
around which, several moments later, came two German
motorcycles and an American jeep. Upon seeing the parked
reconnaissance vehicles the Germans opened up with a
30 caliber machine gun. The street being straight as a die,
it was impossible to escape the fire except by taking refuge
in the surrounding houses. An attempt was made by Cpl
Robert R. Willett to fire back with the 50 caliber machine
gun, but the gun failed to fire after two rounds, Willett was
forced to give in and take refuge with the rest of the men.

At this point the patrol was split up, and no more than
two or three men were together at a time. These small groups
managed, with the help of the Belgian civilians, to make their
way from house to house and barn to barn until they had
extricated themselves from the town. During the scramble,
Pvt Leon Eisenberg, who had never driven a car before,
realized the necessity for transportation and rushed into the
street amid the flying lead, turned a jeep around, and drove
it to the edge of town, where one of the other jeeps had been
left originally. It was there that the men met and took to the
road again, One jeep had been captured by the Germans,
who had forced the civilians to roll it to them at the point
of a gun.

One jeep managed to escape some time before the other,
as the second had been hit three times. The second jeep had
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was almost back to the American lines when the occupants
discovered that a bridge had been blown in their path. Artil-
lery was falling in the area. The men took to the road on foot
and waded across the stream on the ruins of the bridge.
Once on the opposite bank the men saw one of their jeeps
unoccupied and shot to pieces by small arms fire. Upon
approaching it, they heard a call for help in a neighboring
field and upon investigation found their friends, all badly
wounded and Willett dead.

The wounded men, Sgt Podzinski, Pfc Oliver P. Wimmer,
and Pvt Jimmie L. Smith, fold how they had been amlushed
by a German tank and raked with fire from its machine guns.
They asked for a man to remain with them, while the rest
ventured to get medical aid. Pfc Broda H. Webb, Jr volun-
teered to stay. The remaining men, Lt Charles W. Jermy,
Pfc George C. Armstrong, T/5 Edgar B. Adams and Pvt Eisen-
berg than sought out our own lines, and after two hours of
infiltrating through enemy positions, ran into a 335th In-
fantry outpost. It was four hours later that a group of 309th
aid men and a small group of guards found the wounded men
under the guidance of Lt Jermy. They found that Webb, in
a vain effort to comfort the wounded, had all but stripped
himself of his clothing to keep them warm and was himself
on the verge of passing out from the sub-zero cold.
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COWHIDE COPS REPORT

The many duties of the MP platoon make it impossible to
remember any one incident in which all men participated at
once. But all the men had their share of thrills and excite-
ment, often alone or with two or three of their buddies. Even
a routine job like posting a road for a convoy often became
an exciting adventure. There were snipers at night or artillery
barrages on crossroads, and more than once the MP’s have
waved on the trucks from foxholes at the side of the road.

They remember the night they posted the road to Marche,
and didn't get back for three days. Jerry cut the road after
the troops got through and it was necessary to make a huge
circle tour to get to them. S/Sgt Bruce R. Burton had his
troubles in Marche keeping the CP properly guarded. The
men stood seven hour shifts and that was a long time to
stand in the cold. Alerts every night kept the men from
enjoying comforts of their billets very often. We lived in a
fine jail. It was very handy too. We just put the prisoners
in the cells and locked the doors.

Sgt Willard Meadows, Pfcs Harold Monoson, Horace
Humphries, Richard DeLeo and Richard Crumpley remember
trying to evacuate a cellar full of civilians from a house 400
yards from the enemy in Hotton one night. They had gotten
five out of the house when a Jerry patrol was discovered
outside. That ended the evacuation.

Yes, all the towns bring back exciting memories. Each
man has his own ideas of the worst and best experiences. But
all will agree that Linnich was a hot little town. No one
walked or strolled the streets. When they went anywhere it
was on the double, and via the shortest route. The Cowhide
Cops did not have to break up groups of soldiers hanging
around corners. Those rockets broke up everything. Still the
CP had to be guarded and the men stood against the building,
behind a semicircular sand bag wall, 24 hours a day.

T/5 John Robas, Pfecs Ian Turner and Richard Turner
spent more time in Linnich than most men. They moved into
town some 10 days ahead of the CP to secure and hold the
buildings. They worked by day when the town was quiet.
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By night they sat locked in the cellar, listening to bursts of
mortar shells and rockets.

The climax of the MP’s work came in Lichterfeld when
they handled 8,000 PW’s in the period of 24 hours. It took a
lot of hard work by all 34 men to search, count and evacuate
that many prisoners.

Now some have gone home but most of the platoon still
remains. They continue the more routine duties of patroling
and guarding the CP, checking civilian passes and listening
to various complaints and troubles Occasionally they talk of
the past, but mostly they speculate on the future and wonder

how Jap prisoners will act or whether there will be any.
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SLUGGING IT OUT

The stakes were high, and the seasoned fighters were
punching out victory in round after round. Now 334th’s hard
hitting combat team faced a stiffer test in the Roer—Rhine
area. A wary foe was parrying after rocking back on his
heels at Korrenzig, Baal, and Waldniel.

Going had been rough at Waldniel, and beyond Boisheim
there was work for the heavy sluggers on Task Force Church’s
team. Heavy slugging is the role of the 334th Cannon Com-
pany’s M3 105mm howitzers.

The doughs had Boisheim well in hand that March mor-
ning but there was trouble ahead at Lobberich when Capt
Theodore L. Beasley's cannoneers pulled in. Parallel forces

smashing toward the Rhine had been cutdistanced.

i Lt John A. Burns, Lt Peter Relac, and Pfc Donald B.
Boylan reconnoitering, carried the fight to the foe, 2 miles
beyond the front. Drawing enemy fire, the two officers
directed their battery successfully to destroy an 88 and its
vehicle while Pfc Boylan's M1 kept approaching attackers
away. Then concentrated Jerry fire made the obervation
point untenable.

“A short distance in front of our lines,” related Lt Burns,
“we met a reconnaissance unit of an armored division, which
captured us.”

“After we proved our identity, an officer asked us if we
could give artillery support to armored infantry attacking
Lobberich. Since their own division artillery wasn’t in po-
sition to fire this field, we went with the leading elements
making the attack and laid a concentration on the town, and
fired by request at targets they observed.”

First Sergeant Henry D. Young aided the armored artil-
lerymen in locating good gun positions, some few hundred
yards to the right of his own company’'s battery. In the
meantime, accurate firing data was being computed inCannon
Company's fire direction center by Cpls William Weeden,
Eric Vero, and Leonard Seikmeier.

From data supplied by these men, and without the benefit
of the usual surveys, the armored division’s self-propelled
mounts, 105mm, threw in their first round only 50 yards off
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target. It was then an easy matter for the foward observers
to direct the two batteries in a scorching barrage which raked
the objective from end to end.

T/Sgts William Bowers, Thomas Senier, and Clifford
Reese, platoon sergeants, all reported excellent work by their
gun crews and pointed to the next day’s reconnaissance re-
ports as evidence. Four Panther tanks, three anti-tank guns,
three 88 field pieces, seven vehicles, and ammunition dump
were destroyed in that action which helped to make German -
opposition ineffective in Lobberich.

“We were really on the beam that night and the next day
too,” said Sgt Donald Swanberg, typical section chief. “Then
we knocked out a battery of 170mm field guns, a Panther
tank, two scout cars, two heavy trucks, two anti-tank guns,
a mortar position, and numerous personnel. That was at
St. Tonis.”

Cannoneers will always remember the sticky mud of the
Geilenkirchen beet fields where they learned the lessons of
self-preservation and teamwork in attack. Whether firing as
platoons in battalion support or tied in as a battery with
division artillery, the men grew wise and seasoned in the lore
of battle. They learned the power of their weapons and the
skill of their leaders. They became a successful unit of a
successful team. Prummern, Lindern, Beeck, Wiirm, and
all the rest, became blasted symbols of what they, and others,
had learned.

“Our toughest test came in the Ardennes,” declared Cpl
William Niedermuller, who was one of the eight men whose
Purple Heart tells something of the hardships in that sector.
A persistent foe, aided by the vagaries of the winter weather,
called forth a full measure of resourcefulness as Cannon
Company contributed to the saga of Verdenne, Hampteau,
Marcouray. Icy roads, sharp cold, waist deep snow, and rock
hard soil doubled the toil of all while the 334th sought, and
gained, successful completion of its mission.

The Siegfried line and the Ardennes campaigns were
seasoning experiences which made effective Cannon Com-
pany’s contributions to the Roer and Rhine drives. Can-
noneers had learned to throw a heavy punch quickly; they
had become 334th’s “heavy sluggers”.



Lt John A. Burns — Pfc John Wayne — T/Sgt William D. Bowers
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SKETCHES FROM SERVICE

The men who kept the 334th fed and clothed, and passed
the ammunition have their record to speak for itself. Moments
to remember are noted here.

Palenberg, December 1944

The Jerry planes are back making nuisances of themselves
this morning. Everyone seems to know just what to de now.
T/5 Joseph E. Blankenship takes off to man the AA mounted.
50 cal machine gun in the back yard, assisted by the CO and
Sgt Leonard Guiher, mess sergeant. So far we haven't shot
down a single one. Either we're poor shots or the planes are
out of effective range. The Luftwaffe is furnishing us our
Christmas tree decorations this year. It seems that the Jerry
pilots drop tinfoil strips to throw our radar devices off their
trail. Anyway, the tinfoil makes for a beautiful tree. Under
some protest Capt Steinhausen had a large tree brought into
our crowded CP and mounted on the table. Capt William G.
Willard, Jr, Regimental Motor Officer, remarked that the tree
was taking up valuable “‘eating space”, meaning that he puts
his mess kit on that particular table while eating his chow.
“Anyway, the tree stays,” said Capt Richard A. Steinhausen,
CO, and so it did. Now, all are beginning to tolerate and even
to appreciate it. Lt Frank A. Pinto came in about noon
bringing some decorations for our tree. He even had little
figures comprising a manger scene.

The favorite breakfast with our troops is hotcakes and
bacon. Most mornings the fellows are willing to forego break-
fast in order to get a few more winks of sleep. But if there
is scarce mention the night before that hotcakes will be served
for breakfast, the fellows will come out of their holes all over
town and converge on the kitchen a quarter of an hour early.
Our orderly room has taken on an air of distinct gaiety
despite thewar. Pin-ups are increasing in number on the walls.

Marche, 24 December 1944

There was one crystal clear moment last night that we all
would have liked to have preserved; Christmas carols on the
radio, the warm comfort radiated from this well-decorated
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room and its small heater. A definite refinement and peace,
marred only by our dirty uniforms and heavy army equi-
page ... just seated around the room, no one saying anything,
and with the “Battle of the Bulge” shaping up scarcely a
mile distant.

Gros Chene, 25 December 1944

Christmas Day was, for the most part, just another day in
the war. Our favorite breakfast of hotcakes was served at the
usual 0700 to 0730. For our noon meal we had ham, potatoes,
green peas and coffee. Our “big” meal with turkey, potatoes,
brown gravy, corn, hot tea, grapefruit juice, (We could have
a 46 oz can apiece if we wished), hard sugar candy and fruit
cocktail, was served at 1900. . . . The Luftwaffe in the form
of a lone FW190 came over about 1300 and, after strafing our
barn, dropped a bomb aimed at the nearby intersection which
fell into an adjacent field, causing little damage but tossing
huge chunks of frozen earth all over the surrounding ground
for several hundred yards.

Gros Chene, 27 December 1945

The sky is clear today and the air is full of our planes.
High in the blue one can see the vapor trails of same fighters
winding their way into the Rhineland to the east. To their
right and much higher, 32 Fortresses are moving steadily
across the sky . . they seem to hang there without a sign of
motion they are so high . . Flak is blossoming quietly above
the German lines.

Biron, January 1945

The house housing our CP is also occupied by an old man,
his wife and thee children. And, oh yes, three cows. One of
the children is always singing the “Star Spangled Banner,” flat.
T/5 Claude A. Martin of Forest Hills, Louisiana, was up front
driving last night and reported back to the CP that he had
gone too far down the wrong road and had run smack into a
Nazi convoy and had turned around and beat it before the
Jerries had realized what he was. (Note: The Germans at
this time are using many of our vehicles which they had
captured during the initial successes of Rundstedt’s offensive).
T/5 Martin observes that the Jerries are not making any
effort to heed blackout precautions and that their trucks are
lit up like Christmas tres.
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Capt Richard Steinhausen

Lt Julius H. Porter — Lt Robert F. Jordan -— WOJG Allen L. Law
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Lt Charles B. Raymond — 1st Sgt Adam M. Yablonski

Cpl Robert Willimon — Cpl George Tullus — S/Sgt Ed. Skeldon



Eygelshoven, February 1945

Hundreds of hungry civilians crowd around our mess.
When the meal is over and the scraps and leavings are
brought out by the cooks for disposal, the civilians - - most
of them very young children, scoop the buckets they carry
into the swill and make their way jubilantly back through
the throng. A little girl about 5 years of age wears a German
rifle thong of beadlike construction about her neck and a
American ETO ribbon on her little coat.

Service Company’s job is primarily to ‘“get the supplies
through.” This is what Service Company did. Our greatest
credit should go to those who supervised and drove our
convoys up to the carrying parties, convoys loaded with vital
supplies: Capt Benjamin H. Tuthill, Jr., L.t Charles B. Ray-
mond, Lt Frank A. Pinto, Lit Robert F. Jordan, L.t Ronald L.
Nonnemacher, S/Sgt Edgar C. Skelton, S/Sgt Walter A. Cle-
ments, S/Sgt Herman N. Gibson, Cpl George A. Tullos, Cpl
Donald A.Price, Cpl Estle M. Woods, Sgt Burdell F.Schwartz,
and their assistants,

Eeach of us has our memories of fear and action. Many
of us consider what happens to us as trivial in the light of
the much larger events happening just ahead of us. We were
all aware that anyting could happen at any time. The
picture we will all carry with us from the war will be that
of several GI's loading packing cases of material onto the
sturdy back of the familiar 2 ¥ ton truck. That was our
mission; that was what we did.
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IN THE THICK OF IT

Defense of the Hotton—Marche line was a Battle of the
Bulge “must”. If the German breakthrough suceeded at this
point the vital Liege road would almost certainly be cut. To
defend this line against mechanized attack, Anti-Tank Com-
pany was assigned to three key points. .

Capt Harry M. Deck disposed his defenses at road points
on which the enemy’s armor was most likely to appear. The
third platoon placed its 57mm AT guns at Verdenne at the
extreme right flank; the first platoon took the center at Menil;
and the second gun platoon was emplaced at the extreme left
flank at Hampteau. The mine platoon was centered at Menil
and laid mine fields at all three positions. Before many hours
had passed each of these units was involved in hot actions.

At Verdenne the AT units consisted of three 57mm guns.
Other units including a platoon of rifle troops and a section
of heavy machine guns were deployed in the area. At 1600
24 December German infantry began infiltration to a point
about 300 yards from the positions at the right flank of the
town. Under cover of heavy mortar and artillery fire the
enemy charged. The 57mm gun was knocked out and its
squad withdrew to the guns at the center and left.

Concentrated enemy small arms fire soon made the center
position untenable although the grew put up what resistance
it could with small arms and a bazooka. By this time, all
friendly units except one heavy machine gun squad and the
AT gun Platoon had withdrawn from the town. Then five
Mark Y tanks approached from the southeast.

Unable to man the AT guns, the men of the squad fired
bazookas and small arms but did not stop the enemy. About
1800 ours orders came for awithdrawal into the woods north-
east of Verdenne. However, two men, T/Sgt Cranston Bolling
and S/Sgt Arthur Lewis, were cut off by the tanks and were
obliged to take shelter in a house. From this position they
sniped at enemy foot troops in the vicinity.

A counter-attack by regimental units was made a few
hours later and Verdenne was retaken. AT gun crews were
among the first elements and these men manned their guns
to fire at the retreating enemy vehicles.
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At Hampteau the second platoon began its action by
attacking two enemy strong points which overlooked
the town and prevented any movement of second battalion
troops. The first squad under S/Sgt Ray T. Harner eliminated
these enemy posts after some excellent firing by the gunner,
Cpl Earl I. Mirsky.

On 26 December at 1600 the AT positions were attacked
by numerically superior forces of an estimated company
strength. Lacking rifle support the second squad was soon
overrun. They, with members of the mine and mine clearing
platoon, then withdrew according to orders to a more
advantageous position already occupied by the first and
third squads.

The full force of this drive hit the second platoon positions
which were reinforced by a squad of men from E Company.
The viciousness of the enemy attack soon forced the platoon
from the hill back into town. There the unit was reorganized
and with the support of machine gun fire from E Company
the platoon launched a successful counter-attack. Quick action
of the third squad under S/Sgt Everett D. Hicks brought AT
fire to bear on the woods occupied by retreating enemy
and prevented the Germans from reorganizing. The enemy
withdrew with his wounded under the cover of darkness.

The AT platoon at Menil was attacked at 1800 26 Decem-
ber by German armor and infantry. With a well-outlined plan
of action in mind, the AT gun squads waited tensely as the
columns of vehicles approached. But chance played its part
and the ensuing events hardly could have been anticipated.

It all started when the lead tank, finding difficulty in
negotiating the narrow roadway, had to swerve slightly into
the ditch to pass. It struck a daisy chain of mines which AT
men had planned to pull across the path, and was knocked
out. The second tank, close behind, stopped and fired around
at the nearby house, and was abandoned. As if in parade
formation, other tanks and vehicles swung across the field
to the east, echeloned to the right rear and ran head on into
a large mine field.

Three half-tracks missed this field but wheeled around
to hit 18-mine road block which knocked them out. The
total number of vehicles destroyed by mine fields was four
Mark V tanks, 13 half-tracks, and eight motorcycles. Nearly
200 prisoners were taken in this decisive action.
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WE . PAY TRIBUTE .. . .

To every man in the 334th “November 18" and ‘“Prum-
mern” will always be the keys to a store of memories. Only
a few men can speak with mutual understanding of those
trying days when the impossible was achieved simply be-
cause it had to be done.

The Medics earned the respectful praise of every Rail-
splitter in their trial before the Siegfried defenses and their
deeds since then have been no less admired. The men who
wore theRed Cross brassard on their sleeves and the brightly-
painted Red Cross on their steel helmets performed their
duty with honor.

These pages, we hope, will serve as some acknowledgment
of the debt every man in the regiment owes to the officers
and men of the Medics. Consistently, they forgot self and
performed their service in the face of great danger. Their
story is not that of a single day.

First Battalion doughboys remember their medics’ devoted
service at Prummern. That first day, November 18, these
men cared for 102 casualties, more than half of them from
other units of the 334th, 405th, and the British Sherwood
Rangers. And for days that followed, the aid station was
crowded with more than 50 casualties daily.

This service was rendered despite constant artillery,
mortar, and small arms fire, for the aid station itself was
within 100—150 yards of the front lines. For a time it was
necessary to maintain the station in the open and ssveral
medics and infantrymen were wounded while in or near
the area.
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The very real threat of capture faced the medics when
they set up their station in Prummern. Battalion pulled out,
leaving the medics virtually surrounded by enemy troops,
but they chose to remain to attend the 20—25 casualties
awaiting evacuation. For three days aid station personnel
had to evacuate wounded from the front to the aid station
and from there to rear. Ambulances could not reach them.

Aid station personnel evacuated casualties to the rear
by jeep, passing over roads krown to be mined. Evacuation
from the front was entirely by hand litter-carry for distances
up to 1000 yards, so broad was the front being covered. Many
times this litter carrying was through mine fields.

Deeds like these and many others are what the infantry-
man thinks of when he speaks of what the Medics have done.
They must of necessity be thanked as a group, but every
man will think of some particular Medic that helped a buddy
in his dark hour.

They are the men such as T/4 Robert E. Ward — “Doc”
Ward to his friends in the Second Battalion — who lived to
become a battlefield legend, who gave unselfishly through
shellfire and bitter weather, who died during the Roer
breakthrough as he always wanted: with scissors and bandage
in his hands while he dressed the wounds of a fallen soldier.

There is Pfc Archie Nail, the Company ‘A aid man, who,
during the first hellish minutes of the First Batttalion’s
baptism of fire, wandered from wounded to wounded, dis-
regarding his own safety, giving aid and comfort to an
injured soldier even while his own legs were ripped by
mortar fire and death ‘was only a few hours off.

Soldiers like Archie Nail and “Doc” Ward buried once
and for all the “pill rollers” tag that had haunted the medics
from Camp Howze days until the jump-off on November 18,
1944, Never again would the front-line soldiers scorn the
men whose only weapons were a medical kit and soothing
words. They had won their rightful place in the affections
of the doughboys.
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. . . . Following this page is a list of the men who died in
the actions of the 334th Infanitry Regiment.
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Headquarters Company

Capt Robert L. Kimmel T/5 Russell B. Brooks
S/Sgt Howard V. Isbell Pvt Oliver P. Wimmer
Cpl Robert R. Willett

Anti-Tank Company

T/4 William F. Myers Pfc John H. Herrman
Pfc Robert L. Hall Jr Pvt Donald C. Black

Cannon Company
S/Sgt Charles A. Strebel

Medical Detachment

S/Sgt Buck R. Hale Pfc Archie N. Nail

T/4 Robert E. Ward Pfc John G. Wargo
T/5 William E. Mathias Pvt Pat C. Campbell
T/5 Virgil L. Parker Pvt Rolen S. I. Cline
Pfc Hoover H. Kemp Pvt George D. Kirsch

Pfc Clarence R. Miller

Headquarters Company First Battalion

S Sgt William G. Thompson Pfc Roger A. Jacobs
T/4 Louis J. Tuscano Pvt David P. Keimel
T/5 Fred Gratzon

A Company
2d Lt William R. Marsh Sgt Edward B. Acuna
T/Sgt Fred Fluty Sgt Luther E. Snipes, Jr
S/Sgt Leo H. Angiolini T/5 Angelo J. DiBlasi
S/Sgt Jessie O. Hooper T/5 Charlie M. Jones
S/Sgt George G. Pearson Pfc Haden E. Barkley
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Pfc Elver J. Brown

Pfc John Buck

Pfc Frank W. Chenga
Pfc Francis J. Dailey, Ir
Pfc Robert F. Davidson
Pfc Emilio Di Benedetto
Pfc Harry J. Fassold
Pfc William E. Fry

Pfc Jack Fuller

Pfc Max E. Garrett

Pfc Enrique G. Garza
Pfc Charles E. Gibbons
Pfc Donald F. Gottfried
Pfc Donald R. Hadden
Pfc William R. Hannye
Pfc Bart W. Kiernan
Pfc Leo Lichten

Pfc John R. Malinowski
Pfc Charles M. Maneer
Pfc Edward A. Nahaney
Pfc Olin D. Neil

Pfc Lively E. Nunn

Pfc Harry J. Rogers

Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pvt
Pwvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pwvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt

Donald R. Schneider
Horace L. Sherry
Irving W. Skaff
Arnold E. Stamper
Frank F. Tamandli
Wilbur S. Theuerkauf
Jose C. Villasenor
Henry J. Bell

David L. Castro

Isac W. Frazier
Stephen Gallegos
Faris M. Glover
Eugenesz Janicki
Herbert A. Kelch
Norberto C. Martinez
Sidney B. Meyer
Thomas R. Olding
Sidney L. Schiffman
Maynard F. Simpson
Marshall R. Sims
Louvie F. Sosnoski
Anthony L. Valenti
Harold B. Woodman

B Company

1st Lt Howard M. Buchanan
S/Sgt Anthony J. Cavallo
S/Sgt Byron T. Coveney
S/8gt Oliver F. Dwyer
S/Sgt Robert O’Horo

S/Sgt James M. Stone

S/Sgt James G. Watson
Sgt George M. Asmus

Sgt Fred A. Lesser

Sgt Raymond F. Stahler

Sgt
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc

Richard P. Youngblood
Kermit C. Bowling
Albert E. Barlow
George C. Clark

Segal Q. Coon
Wayne M. Cox

Charles T. Eades
Michael A. Garippo
Donald R. Houtz
Joseph T. Kondrat
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Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pvt

Fred A. Kullmar, Jr
Harry D. Locker
Clennie Marshburn
John C. McDaniel
David C. Myers
Adrian L. Paci
Paul P. Ribera
Charles A. Rocchio
Robert L. Slocum
Abraham |. Smith
Stephen Stancik
Howard J. Vanas
Roger T. Van Tuyl
John A. Zipoy
Edward F. Bowles

Pvt Glen M. Brown

Pvt James W. Byrum

Pt Leo F. Corwin

Pvt Lloyd E. Davis

Pvt Robert J. Fortier
Pvt Willie B. Gallimore
Pvt Lyman W. Gresham
Pvt Herbert L. Kelly

Pvt Joseph N. LaBlane
Pvt Clarence J. Merchant
Pvt Gerald F. Rosenfeld
Pvt Lorenzo Salgado
Pvt Norman A. Sanders
Pvt Theadore D. Sechrist

C Company

Capt Woodrow W. Fox
Capt Earl L. Jackson

2d Lt Robert E. Balaban

Pfc Forrest B. Koontz
Pfc Clancy V. Lucas
Pfc Faustino R. Lara

2d Lt Henry G. DeGrummond, JrPfc Ira P. Lawless, Jr
T/Sgt Orvis F, Hill

T/Sgt Edward T. Marshok

T/Sgt Clyde L. Williford
S/sgt James E. Fannin

Sgt
Sgt
T/5
Pfc
‘Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
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Thomas A. Forrast
Charles G. Rapp
Russell C. J. Marik
Laurence T. Benson
David Carson

Frank R. Diesi
Patrick B. Dillon, Jr
Spero T. Eugenis
Roy W. Evans
Ralph V. K. Jones

Pfc Philip W. Mutchler
Pfc Anthony T. Nagy
Pfc James H. Nugent
Pfc Billy F. Parker
Pfc John E. Plaster

Pfc Charles F. Pritchard
Pfc Howell L. Reaves
Pfc Dave L. Reese

Pfc Holly A. Richards
Pfc Walter Stimach

Pfc Robert C. Washack
Pvt Ermal E. Armstrong
Pvt Walter G. Berteletti
Pvt Patrick J. Halpin



Pvt Harold V. Hardrick Pvt Willie V. Leath
Pvit Donald A.Heinen Pvt Leo Minkoff

Pvt Fernald J. Hillman Pvt Eugene E. Mudd
Pvt Thaddeus A. Kwiatkowski  Pvt Alvin H. Smith
Pvt Benny M. Laspagnoletta Pvt John J. Snook

Pvt William H. Lauster Pvt Harold H. Way, Jr
Pvt Richard E. Laver Pvt Miller A. Yates, Jr
D Company
Ist Lt Don Smith Pfc Osborne Sam
Sgt John J. Bresky Pfc Charles M. Traylor
Cpl Bruce C. Grubb Pvt Jame E. Amason
Pfc Maurice W. Byall Pvt Thomas D. Biery
Pfc George F. Chappelle Pvt Androclus R. Fisher
Pfc Michael C. Esposito Pvt Neil E. Junkin
Pfc Clifford A. Goodnoch Pvt James F. Maloney
Pfc Glenn L. Humbert Pvt Silvin D. Matheny
Pfc Morris F. Knox, Jr Pvt Gordon P. Mattison
Pfc John F. Lane Pvt William F. Montgomery
Pfc Clyde A. Puckett Pvt Caserio J. Toniola

Headquarters Company Second Battalion

Lt Col Joseph Williams Cpl Daryl E. Price
Major James V. Johnston Pfc Charles R. Altom
Capt Seymour B. Stone Pfc Warren C. Rieger
Ist Lt Guy W. Earnest Pvt Duane S. Campbell
Sgt William M. Smith

E Company
2nd Lt Marvin W. Jamison T/Sgt Vincent Clementi
2nd Lt Clyde S. Laurent, Jr S/Sgt Antone Angotti
2nd Lt Harrel R. Needham Sgt Zacarias D. Esparza
T/Sgt Stephen J. Banik Sgt Loren R. Hall

15
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Sgt Park M. Prine

Pfc Robert A. Ashmore
Pfc Samuel F. Biddlecomb
Pfc Homer A. Compton
Pfc Jewell I. Dilsaver
Pfc Lyman B. Hart

Pfc Robert B. Hayman
Pfc William M. Lamb
Pfc Kenneth L. Loving
Pfc Harold J. Morrison
Pfc Vann B. Nash

Pfc Alois P. Reiser

Pfc Thomas F. Schultz

Pfc Jean W. Scoggin
Pfc Merle F. Shepherd
Pfc Milton B. Smith
Pfc Hubert W. Spivey
Pfc Troy W. Swindell
Pfc Walter Talik

Pfc Samuel H. Vickers
Pfc Claxton O. Ward
Pvt Nelson Grant

Pvt Norman S. LaPointe
Pvt G.C.E. Lett

Pvt Joseph T. Lippi
Pvt Eugene Stobak

F Company

2nd Lt Harry C. Kelly
S/Sgt Bernard Bernstein
S/Sgt John Greslick, Jr
S/Sgt Francis L. Hinson
S/Sgt Grady C. Morris
S/Sgt Ralph H. Reed
S/Sgt Clifford H. Taylor
Sgt Albin J. Molen

Sgt George J. Wlasak
T/5 Thomas P. Martini
Pfc Edwin E. Brocklesby
Pfc Robert E. Colebank
Pfc Carl F. Danajovits
Pfc John G. Endres

Pfc Raymond Fusselman, Jr
Pfc Robert R. Hainline
Pfc Edward P. Karpovich
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Pfc Johnnie J. Minghelli
Pfc William S. Moran
Pfc Raymond M. Oberdorf
Pfc Elwood D. Miska
Pfc Herbert B. Ronk

Pfc Albert Teti

Pfc Calvin F. Towne

Pfc Michael J. Veneziale
Pfc Frank L. Walters

Pfc William J. Warenyi
Pvt Jewel H. Hurt

Pvt David McGraw

Pvt Lloyd H. Redfern
Pvt Claron O. Reed

Pvt Clemente Ribera
Pvt Edward E. Sedlacek
Pvt Robert E. Townsend



G Company

Ist Lt Glenn L. Van Ocker
2nd Lt Claude W. Hinsley

2nd Lt Harold L. Howdieshell

T/S§gt William B. Hawk
T/Sgt Bernard S. Reed
S/Sgt Leon J. Reed
S/Sgt Michael J. Skrbich
Sgt Dossie L. Dixon

Pfc Stanley Amdur

Pfc Thomas R. Austin
Pfc Horace M. Franklin
Pfc Guillermo M. Gamez
Pfc Theodore W. Kuett
Pfc Adolph S. Negri

Pfc Norman Nessimoff
Pfc Emil H. Schenkel

Pfc Christopher Schiraldi
Pfc Elsworth L. Seel

Pfc James A. Seitz

Pfc Leroy K. Shettler
Pfc Ralph Stallworth

Pfc Theodore White

Pfc Francis Yankosky

Pvt Michael S. Adamczyk
Pvt Randolph D. Austin
Pvt Lewis R. Bannister
Pvt Alex G. Barber

Pvt Salvatore P. Cannici
Pvt Carmelo Cemino

Pvt Robert G. Chaddock
Pvt Alexander F. Eisinger

Pvt George A. Gerstenmaier

Pvt Severin M. Meldgaard
Pvt J. C. McMchan

Pvt Mariano T. Rodriguez
Pvt Arnol F. Ryan

Pvt J. M. Scharf

Pvt Arthur D. Smith

Pvt Frank L. Torellj

Pvt Joseph W. Von During
Pvt Emile D. Wolford

H Company

Ist Lt Dean C. Harding
2nd Lt Daniel L. Fochesato
S/Sgt K. C. Mulanex

T/5 Tip Hancock

Pfc Freddie E. Hilliard

Pfc William D. Kelley

Pfc Frank Longoria, Jr

15*

Pfc Claude H. Perkins
Pvt Stanley A. Bell
Pvt Thelbert D. Lambert

Pvt Ronald E. A. Maclaughlin

Pvt Lawrence J. McDonald
Pvt Augustine D. Nolli
Pvt Edward G. Smith



Headquarters Company Third Battalion

Pfc John E. Cullen, Jr
Pfc Miller D. Womble

Ist Sgt Joseph B. Eisenhauer

S/Sgt Leon H. Deck

Pfc William W. Applewhite

Ist Lt Ralph B. Smith
T/Sgt Walter K. Smith
S/Sgt Perry P. Corder
S/Sgt William C. Emmons
S/Sgt Richard C. Smiley
S/Sgt Wendal W. Verser
Sgt Rodger Ball

Sgt Ernest L. Gorum

Sgt James B. St Clair
Sgt Conwell H. White
T/5 Herbert Z. Davidson
Pfc Stanley N. Batdorf
Pfc Lester Blount

Pfc Patrick H. Bruce

Pfc Charles W. Cope
Pfc Charles A. Flanagan
Pfc Ronald Gardner

Pfc Fred G. Gonzales
Pfc Henry A. Gost

Pfc Peter J. Handley
Pfc Austin J. Hersh

Pfc Edward Prince

Pfc Sofio C. Rossitto
Pfc Hymen R. Rothblut
Pfc John H. Rouse

Pfc George W. Rushmore
Pfc Glynn W. Whitfield

28

Pwvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvi
Pwvt
Pvt
Pvt

Pvt

Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pwvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt

| Company

Royal E. Barnes
Peter V. Carlino
Orrin H. Carlson
Elbert |. Clark
Arthur F. Collett
Allen Collins

Ross C. Danford
Ceabern J. Derauf
Melvin R. Elizer
Owen J. Grady
Glenn C. Harris
Clarence B. Hogg
James F. Kelly
Antone Kokai
Floyd D. Koziol
William R. Lackie, Jr
Silvio P. LaNunziata
Cleo McCall
Clarence E. McCollum
Duane G. Newman
Eway Rider

Melvin A. Roberts
Leslie H. Roseberry
Joseph M. Ross
Edward Schalit
Ralph C. Stickle
Edward L. Worley



K Company

Ist Lt Harry E. Queer
2nd Lt Bruce C. Chapman
2nd Lt Loyal E. Leffler

Znd Lt Edgar M. Rothschild

2nd Lt Mercer A. Yeager
T/Sgt Donald E. Zug
S/Sgt Josehp A. Carafa
Sgt Curman J. Begnaud
Sgt Thomas N. Black,Jr
Sgt Nicholas C. Gotses
Sgt Carlton O. Harris
Sgt John B. Lovely

Sgt William S. McFadden
Sgt John D. Schantz
Sgt Manley R. Yeckley
T/4 Peter M. Mohs

Cpl Gerald R. Burm
Cpl Orval J. Grell

Pfc Wofford H. Brown
Pfc Ell G. Daniels

Pfc Willard G. Gibson
Pfc Raymond Guiducci
Pfc John T. Gunter

Pfc Martin Kostik

Pfc Hyman Litzky

Pfc Frank C. Poland

Pfc David T. Powell

Pfc Jack A. Reynolds
Pfc Robert Rosik, Jr

Pfc Josehp E. Santore
Pfc Robert A. Schmidt
Pfc Oliver R. Weissert
Pfc Frank A. Werner

Pfc Charles L. Wescott
Pfc Jesse J. Wright

Pvt Glenn L. Belcher

Pvt R. C. Booth

Pvt Benjamin H. Goodman
Pvt Eugenio Gonzales
Pvt Edward J. Lamorie
Pvt James S. McClure
Pvt William H. Reeder
Pvt Ofcar L. Reuff

Pvt Peter J. Riso

Pvt Harrison L. Runyon, Sr
Pvt Robert F. Savin

Pvt Edward G. Sheets
Pvt Henry A. Stark

Pvt Howard W. Whitmer
Pvt Dewey W. Willis

L Company

T/Sgt William B. Salyer
S/8gt Alfred Fausak

S/Sgt Joel N. Grubb, Jr
S/Sgt Robert E. Holmes
S/Sgt Dave W. Kaufman
S/Sgt Joseph J. Monteleon

Sgt Wilson H. Lancaster
Sgt Melvin H. Price

Sgt Alphonse J. Simard
Pfc Edmund Biles

Pfc Floyd W: Brim

Pfc Harold J. Brogan



Pfc Oscar T. Claxton Pfc James L. Robison
Pfc Wesley R. Doty Pfc Joe Wells, Jr

Pfc James E. Falk Pvt Curtis W. Behnke
Pfc Thecdore W. Kaufman Pvt Merle G. Bork

Pfc Knneth S. Latham Pvt Frank A. Cox

Pfc Ira O. Lawrence Pvt Joseph R. Knack

Pfc Hudson J. Moak Pvt Edward J. Schroeder
Pfc Deris L. Morris Pvt Bernard Seemon

Pfc Luchis G. Overton Pvt Morris Shuldiner

Pfc John M. Owens Pvt Henry J. Smits

Pfc Richard M. Petter Pvt Melvin E. Steinmueller
Pfc Barnet C. Ramsey

M Company
Capt Edward T. Latta Pfc James W. Ray
T/Sgt Kenneth L. Lindsay Pfc Samuel A. Rizzo
S/Sgt Paul L. Montgomery Pfc Alfred L. Roush
Sgt Milton K. Rabell Pfc Benedict G. Schmitt
Sgt Robert F. Ross Pfc Thaddeus C. Sopyla
Cpl Williom A. Young Pvt Earl R. Billings
Pfc Edgar L. Ford Pvt John Franco
Pfc Robert E. Gee Pvt Charles N. Leshman
Pfc Arthur Herbin Pvt George B. Lynch
Pfc Lovie Kaloczkowski Pvt Joseph B. Versaggi
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