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record behind them, including front line action in two major campa “me "ﬁS—f

of the headquarters car company of the U.Se Fifth Army in Italy feeiith;y and'
their vohicleé'are "just getting broken ini®

Nototo be confuscd with the standard truck company, thé car combany operates
only jecpsy reconnalssance caré and staff sedanse This crack outfit was one of
four special units organized for the first time in June, 1941,

Since that time, each of its charfer members has driven a distance equal to

over four trips around the globe at the cquatore Tor two action packed years

they chauffored army officers all over the southeastern gimrter of the United —

States, through Ireland, and England, and over North Africa from Casablgﬁ%a'to
Tripoli. Now the four platoons of experts drive Fifth Army headquarters off=
icers déy and night to all points in the Ttalian theatér, from the beache§ to
the front lincs.. .

'‘Most selective service men in our armed forecs would feel like recruits
~ 4alking with this gang., These men were expericnced when they drove in the
Louisiana mancuvers in ‘4l and Mold timors® for the fall maneuvers in tho

P

Carolinas that years.

— ——— -

As for the great figures of this war--this bunch really "knew them when"s
If Private First Class Michael Acciaio, of Rochester, New York, tries hard
.enbugh hq!can redall driving for a "swell guy" in the Louisiana maﬁeu?QrSuf
a Licutenant Coloncl, Name was Eisenhowers Evorybody liked him and called him
WTkel, "He's donc right well since I last talked with him", obscrves Private

Accialoes



They did just thate After surviving bombing and stfafing at sea, the
company landed and set up its first motor pool 650 yards behing our lines,
* ready to defend, if necessary, any headquarters in the areas From that day
on these drivers have Workéd under fire like infantrymen,
Private First Class Neds Je Chiarello, of Brooklyn, New York, had to play
hide and seek with a Nazi machine ;unner one trip but he got his‘staff officer
to the front on schedules "We had to hide around a curve aﬁproaching a long
bridge covered by a Jerry," says Nede "One at a time a vehicle would make a
run for it and we'd hear the enemy gun sputter and just sweat. Finally my
turn camey I held my breath and bounced my §eep aronnd that corner like a
scared rabbite ©Sure enough he opened up on us but his timing was off and we
nade it across by a hair",
Lucky too was Private First Class William Paul Naylor, of Winston Salem,
North Carolinae Naylor was driving.a.colonel aleng the fromt-through Germen—— o
artillery five, It finally got so hot thét they had to hit the ditche As
they lay under a dirt bank an 88 gunner began pouring shells atziheir vehicle,
but every shell exploded in a big trece not fifteen feet away. "I thought
every one was in ny lap," says Paul, "and for an 88 that's close enough",
The dispatcher of the "battle taxis" is a little man with a big barke=
Corporal Louis Je Mascitelli, Uouls answers over a hundred phone calls a
day as he distributes his hundred odd vehicles all over the Fifth Army,
Working with hegvy traffic makes Louls feel at homes He lives In the Bronx,
New York City. MI come from a long line Sf traffic," he explains,
When incoming planes want to be met at a nearby airport, they goom low over
the corporal's dispatch station and ecut their motorse Log@is says itl's just
as good as a phone éall, but not as polite as the Commanding Generalls
nethode When General Clark returns to the airport unexpectedly in his small
plane, he cordially calls down to Louis through the loud speaker built in

the shipe Louis waves a white handkerchief back and sure enough when the

General comes in there is a car by his landing stripe
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Rolling Eack fhe years, Michael remembors driving another Nregular guy"
that fall, Name was Mark W, Clarkeea major, now Licutenant General Clafk,
commanding the Fifth Army in Italy; "Dont visit with him as much as I used
to," reports Michaels "New job keeps him tied down, I guess," .

Private Anthony Shertza, of Scramton, Pennsylvania, is a member of the
first platoon to come overseas, 22 months agoe "Mhen we first hi%ﬁiréiand
the people were afraid of us for a fow minutes," says Anthonye "They had
never scen our new hood=model helmets and thought we were Germans.ﬁ

Immediately after they landed in Africa last winter, the headquarters
chaufferurs were asked to show what they were made of, Their demonstration
losted for two weeks and at the end of it the army in North Africa knewuifé
car company was as tough and rugged as they comes

Tt was during the critical days at Kasserine Pass that the car men climbed

into two and a half ton trucks and for fourteen consccutive days and blacksd

out nights convoyed soldiers and vital supplies through winter weather, over

hazardous mountain roads up to the front lines in Tunisiae Through it all
they ate and slept in their truck cabs, driving in shifts so that their
vehicles never stoppeds

First Sergeant Michael Harbacevich of East 70th Street, New York City,
reports that in the two week grind the drivers rolled up over a quarter of
a million truck-niles without an accident! Lfter that the company tock a
vacationg for six months the men did nothing but drive day and night throughe
out North Africa for Fifth Army headquarters, averaging 7,000 miles per daye

Last August the drivers were given infantry training for four weeks,
including courses 1h map reading and camouflage, and long days on the firing
ranges The men who are supposed to drive all day polished off with fourteen:
nile hikes +the last week} In September fhey learned whyl} +they were to
invade-Ifaly with fighting troops prepared to drive twenty~four hours a day

and fight and pull guerd in their spare timee
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Seys Cpla .Joe -Noble of 114th Ste., Richmond Eill, N.Y., "Being the Company
clerk cramps my style for adventure.!

Luclky was Arthony T'e Boecio of Brocklyn, NeYe., who, while driving somee
where In Itely camc vpon his sunts and uncless An Italisn festival was the
order of -the day for Tony thal day.

Johnny Douglboy Found A Rosc In Ireland can be claimed the theme song of
this company as Pfce Valter P, Liser of 70th St., New York City met and wed
his Trish rose named Acnes. And so it was for Pvt. Faul T. Wilkinson of Glencoe
Chio, and "Nan", ‘and Pvte Eiram T. Bean of Lxeter, N.E. and "Edith".

Morale=builder, happy=go=lucly Cpl. Louis J. Bagiano of Detroit, Michigan
the Company’s mail c¢lerk, has himself a long day's work each cay. Besices
handling the mail, Lou distributes Pk, rations and 2 must at night is when Lou
gets his accordien out and plays for his fellow soldicrse

Getting the men properly clothed and equipped fzlls in the hands of our
oldest member, S/Sgte Walter A. 7illis of Few York City, whe has alrcady passed
his 23rd yecar in the Arry. Fis gble assistants Pfe. William E. Crege of
Syracuse, New York called "Statement of Charges Crogo" and Pfc. Glenn Calane of

Orrville, Ohio, our dairyman, spent many a slecpless night in order %o eoquip
the boys so that they may look their best. .

Iucky wes Dewey Addington of Tullahoma, Tenn., when while driving to the
front lines oné day had but moments to get out of his peep ard hit the ditch as
a planc startcd to strafc the area. Says Dewey, "He sure wasn't an Americans"

Says Pfce. Walter H. Kleemann of Madison, Wisconsin, one of the first to
come overscas, "Its been tourh at times, but no matier how tough and dangerous
a nission may be, it elways can be worse."

Pvte Iyvan Blagman fo New York City, the company's bid for puglistic fame
says, "If only ry two msnagers, Pvt, Russell Oppenheim of New York City and Pvte
Joscph P. Pinto of Washington, D.C., knew how to manage a boxer, I'd bave won

them a11,.% :

Wlost eredit belongs to our platoon sergeants!", so say the boys, speaking
of S/Sgte Mickael Donnelly of Hew York City, S/Sgt. Jeremiah Co Schacffer of
Mew Ringgold, Pcnnge, ¥mck S/Sgte. Earvey o Finn of Skancateles, New York, and
S/Sgt. Dominick DcFazio of l'iagars Falls, New York.

mAfter driving all these years, my stesdy milk route will be kind of
dull, " says Cple. Ricrard C. Smith of Hudson, lsiconsin.

®111] be able to tell thom plenty back home," says Al Ciccone of
Cleveland, Chio after coning back from onc of his numerous trips to the front
lines. Al is onc of the members that has becn overseas the longests

"Bw21s", says Dominick Vevone of Auburn, New York, as a droye of planes
roar overhead. V"hat Dominick means about B=2!'s iss "3e too bad if they are

not our planes."




Tcn nen keep the car company's vehicle running like Swiss watches. The v
notor officer is Lieutenant Leo L, Nesius, of Remington, Indianas His
assistant is Staff Sergenat Glen L. Wilson, of Logan, Ohio. Wilson attended
the Lrmy Motor School at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina.

s G1énn nanages a crew of eight skilled nechanics responsible for repair

and maintenances Their hours are ;ery definite, "We knock off when every

car is rolling", explains Glenn, Recently inh Italy quitting‘time happened

to be at five o'clock in the morning,

Part of the crewls job is to service civilian cars the Fifth Army pure
chases in different countriese By now the mechanics say they can repair in
four languages = English, French, Arabic, and Italian, Their latest triumph
was building an: army jeep motor into a French sedan which already had as

English.rear axle,

Cormander of the car corpany is Captain John Paul Painter, a former lawycr

from Longview, Téxas' Captain Pointer is "the best doggoned officer in Fifth
Army"e Thatls the opinion of the men under him and perhaps no higher
authority is necessarys
The nen like three things in particular about "the old man" (Painter is
twenty-eight). First; he camne up the hard waye. They remember him when he
was a platoon leader who would work side by gide with them day and night,
Second, he came up fast and soldiers think that usually speaks for itself,
Eightcen months agé the Captain was a buck sergeant. Third, he possesses
thosec two essentials of superior leadership.which so rarely go hand in hand:
he enforces strict discipline while remainihg democratic and cordiale
Asked to explain the nethod and theory behind the obvious succass of his
car conpany, daptain Painter has a ready answer which he belicves is the
only onc: "Any outfit with good men is a good outfit".
It might be supposed that driving for an Army headquarters would be a

routine job, but the men who do it report plenty of varietye Regularly they

drive generals and dignitaries whosc every move is front page news.

e ———



Private First Class Johnny Magnus, of Noffs; Ohio, speeialiges in heads of
governnent, having chauffered the King of England, the Sultan of Spanish
Morocco, and the Pasha of French Morocco.
Private First Class Miles Kendzi&fski, of Alpene, Michigan has forgotten
ey all the novie stars who have riddeQ with him, but remembers Kay Francis,
Merle. Oberon,. Carol Landis, Mitzi Green, and Martha Rayce,

Platoon leader, Staff Sergenat Dominic DeFazio, of Niagara Falls, New York,
drove L1 Jolson in Englande Later, when Al was entertaining some soldiers
in North Lfrica he spotted Dominic in the audience and greeted hin from the
stageo v

Sometimes thé drivers liven up their assignments on their own initiative.
Sergeant Hernan C, Muehleisen, of Elmire, New York, and Corporsl Maurice Ss
Sigler, of Hagerstown, Maryland checked in with the dispatcher recently
with some unumal passengers - two German prisoners they had rounded up and—
captured themselves at the front,.

On the basis of their past record, you can nake only one prediction about
the Fifth Armyts headquarters drivers for the duration and six nonthss they'll
be on the job==but goods What or where the job will be is less certain when
your speeking of thds versatile outfite. After working their way four tiﬁe
around the world, they're "just getting broken inih

END
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FIFTH ARMY'S SHORT ORDER RESTAURLNT

WITH U. Se FIFTH LRMY, ITLLY==The hardes working crew of cooks in the U.S,

Fifth Lrny not only prepare « "the best ness in the army" - they serve it ten

hours a daye s

These tireless chefs work in the kitchen of the special car company of

Fifth Arny headquarterse Fron Carp Blanding, Floridg to Ireland, to England,

to Africa, to Italy, they have cooked and served on a "round the clock" schedules

Right now their loyal customers chauffers headquarters officers all over
the theatre of operations day and night; That means the drivers are continually
"dropping in for a bite" == the sjstem that eventually drivés nost cooks mad.
"Tts a short order restaurant, not an army kitchen," egpdains Mess Sergeant

Neal Holdren, of Buffaloy New York, "When a guy gets in at midnight after

driving all day at-the-front-lines-on-B-rations hets -entitled to somethig Tore e

than a nenu of the next nornings's breakfast!™ What he gets is one of Sergeant
Holdrens "midnight specials" = big, hot and no complaints,

Sergeant Holdren has posted a meal schedule, nore in compliance with arry
mess regulations than to suggest that there night be a time when his "restaurant®
is closeds Officielly, then, breakfast is fron 6:30 to 9:00 A,Me3 dinner from
11:00 to 1:30 P.My and supper fron 4:00 to 9:00 P,Ms == five hours! Between
these periods it's business as usuale

L specialty at the car company kitchen is the new dish that turns up
regularly, First Cock, Sergeant Paul E, Lobri, of Fly, Chio, for example. cant
or won!t follow dircctionse Give him spam and it will come out a delicious
spread for bread == once, that is; the next time it will turn up as spiced
stuffing for chicken. To the despair of his customers and fellow=-cooks, Paul
never records recipese M"In afraid I¥1l get in a rut," he explainse

E rmunmber of Fifth Army kitchens clain to have the best pie=baker in the
arrye This one is no exceptiones The car company's candidate for this honor

is Corporal Harold D, Bremmenan; of Warsaw, Chio,



‘Put hin in the same roon with some filling and flour and seasoning and thét
night hungry headquarters drivers willfind themselves drooling over one of
Harold's specialities: chocolate, apple, cherry, pineapple, raisin, custard,
prune or peache The last is the corporal's favorite. About all of then the
drivers have an old saying, "They're the kind of pies mother would nake ==
if she knew how," 5

Three other culinary artists corplete the crack kitchen staff of the
Fifth Lrmy: First Cock, Sergeant Yames N, Chrysler, of Detrcit, Michigan,
and two cocks helpers, Private First Class Robert R. Watkins, of Wellesboro,
fennsylbania, ond Private Hugh D, Lockwood, of Cuba, New York,
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