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& d(owmg shork bvo so we eft the bf,ar 3arden and hatlad a
baxt @nd went back to @mp. | (s ﬁha only one who had any mon-

&) left) so | paid the Lan droer miy Jast ddbt’ This was. the 1 rst
time Mastrone had eoer been dvunk, and we all had ONE gocd

Our ofders dme thn;uah Aprl tha 290 fo go oerseas and.
*suft abhorred |gaumng sunng Calnfofma We packed all our tgmpmmé
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then walked ‘tOKPI-‘HiSbM\'aththh aws about one mile from camp 8
~ There we boa@ed the dss. Cotaling and proceeded on to San Fron- @
ci5w Bay .where we were 3-rcz¥icd by & MP band, which played Cuer 8
There as thar opening sona. Sure was a haa(&ﬁ welome for
all the sortow and trouble thet followed. (e deborted from the |8
(.55 Catalne and entered the em bavtation building on Per?7 B
I m_’c‘chd) I Pa(hcula()' a sqr\ on the embarlation bulldma which &
vead Through these portals pass the best damn soldiers in the @
world; which | later found to be damn truie. After bang sewed 8
cofizs and cookies the Amenan Eed Cross, we nmmadla.ta@
 chimbed the caénaplar\\_t and' boarded the dss. A
cEi:m we were Neaded for an untnown_/Pacbﬁc_ [sland. Sundarﬁ}
£ 30 we pulled cut of the harbor and began our oversaas
- U00RgE. We were not told WNEE WE WEre omg,'bué my P(f; ,
| sum];’aons'hﬁmi_d'o,uizpracuzl(j. We |anded ot Honoluly Gahy T8
after a six datjs UoYage alone on May thaé-é%fq‘/t{ Those six
days on the ship were the worst | had encuntered so far n
MY almy Q. \ cjoj(,'()ﬁxf(j, seasick and thouaght for surg Jwas
omg to die, Then @me the worse on the shi ), | was shoved
on ICP. | rP(OCf,Cdtd- fo 'y out the detal but was so seasick
| laged down to oy hold until | felt better: | surely thanked |
- the oeod Lord when that doy was over After the third day |
felt much better and Spen e remander oJC the ﬁrqa on g&ck |
| P\agma mech\E and chess. # ey :
When | arose the mofning -o:gkhs;'é@qfl"ia% IP{oczcdc:d |
bo the deck or some Fresh aw and my Morning stretch, To
Moy amazement | saw planes ooer head,and n the far distance,
| &uld see the sihovette of land. 1 sure dd malke me ha])}y

r) B



QS Jdms 'ShyP rlﬂa Was no ‘Uﬂn”m md&&f.

Rs we @ame nearer to land, Il never forget the lorge sign
that rzad " Honolulu” | Jdﬂoufjh’c of my) gl friend Grace ,and my
Mother, and {:hought& ‘Jchw} could on kj}fu?ﬁm, | wasat los always

~ wanted to see Honolulu and waibil and the obher scenic places,

and how | have my chanc. It sounds hike all peaches and cream,
bat 1l assare 1t wasnt, ¢ . ‘ ,

5 wtdg@rtad DCrom the (. S35 _ an&_ boarded the

Oahu Express. [tis @ mdael rail oad system and we rode in

& box @f. From Honeluly 5e. woceeded +o our new

pioc 2 home, Camp
Ma\atolajm Oahu T.H, While on the Jcrdm} | rode /Pasf the now

world fomous Pearl Harbor; and” Hicem Field” The mere sight
of “Pzarl Havbor ogue me o pealiar fazlmg and reminded me

at 1t was due to the Japanese bombmcziof this harbor that
forced me into this war. The harbor con

ined man ‘S_h.fP—?- of
all si3es and colofs. ?Ptar cuv amoal at Gampi

WE WErE
_zPu)( na baraces which to me vesembled a corn cnb. There
wasnt the lwst it of uniformity in the boads of the {loor,
ang 1t was screened arund the top to keep the msccts-oo:%/,
e Snally scttled down and was n ‘trammﬂ again, but
mo) thouﬁhjcs ogC home) now 'a(a(awag, stuck dose 6 me. My
vaammg consisted 05 msﬁl{g‘?hgsn@] exeraises, which ncluded
P\mhﬁ of s1mMmwa, base ball, and hikes . , i
l ﬁnal_hﬁ 30’6@ Pass, and the rest of the fellas and
 whe aobpa,ssas} were herded Like cattle in an army truck qﬂd
wire headed Sov Honolulu, |t was on this fﬂp that | 4;4“9
o (eali3ed wWhere peapple vzally @me Seom. There were rows
upon Yews, acves upon acres of this delideds fruit growing
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Upon arriong in honolulu | Ralph“disle, Mavun (Andy) Trevilien,
and | E&ﬁaf\ I:dkmcﬁ i the town. Piter walbnﬂ the streets Sor [
abodt t\mf £e houvs ) \('\obcm% mosjc\@ the Hau)an\ar\ wapla and :
Hhewr enorvon mcn{) we boavded a bus and headed Sor the famous |
Wavai Baadh. We %ot o v dront of the Roval Hawalian Hofal/
and yust stood théve noting its beautyand the picturesque B
- Suwoundm%s. We 5t(on£d own the streets , which weve shaded §
by, coconut trees, to see the beautiful hotel. It was a wonder- |
fal 513\4‘(,) and wWe walked on to the beach 1t was yust hke the |
prckures | had scen hack in the states. Then there was the
white sandu) beadn contrasted by the bluePacific Oczan beyond. |
Theve were quite 3 few people nding surk -boards and"ou?; ng- |
QEYs, while the remainder swam or laved on the :Sahd(ﬁ biach/ |
&\\owm% the ‘hot sun to 910&' therr skan a -d&iP brown tint, .
From the beach we walked 8 few blocks to the Tropes |
where we acquired nine ov ten shots o?w'hnstag,.. fiﬂa’ s?and—
g a fow more hours n Ehe Watkiki aves, we veturmed back
o Honolulu fora steak supper. Fo\)owmg this, we went 4o the
U.5.0, where a dance was scheduled for £:00PH. L€ was here
that | had moy fiist dance with ar Hawailan guvl. | vally en-

oued mosel there and miaht add she was very pleasing to
jw?«g taske émm _t\r)\c danca?uc went back to car?;fj_). Y -
Ry Ouy com mﬁ (W3S "Chosf’,n- cut of the ba{iclllon to goor)
a dey run') and Gept. Spessadd called our company together
and qoe us all the detarls, We were to be on bodd ship the
|gth oF Ma% ready to sail fov the drﬂ . e | ﬁR_CamP-
| Mag the nth b ﬁmak/ and went divectly to the Schofied
Barracks. There we boarded those damri rdugh wﬂm3 box
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@S again, and (L £oo\c ME 1:0 Eht bGa%.THIS shp was ey, large
) P ﬂ 5
and again | thought of being stasick. The ship was the Us s
a DECE tine luxary Iner, We boarded the ship
the afternoon of bhé ,7{:h/ and the g‘)l\owng mo(nuf\ﬂ we set
out for Maui, another 1sland in the Hawanan group. |
The obj&t of the dry ran was to 1nvade i?»c island, secure
a beach hiead ,and from there move wland. This we did, +irst b
9ping 0ver the side of the ship into a LSVP(Landma Shep, O
hiclesand Pevsonnel ) and thence into shore, It was veny m{a.@s{
gy, e0en theugh it was yust for fun. We stayed on Maur all that
day) and that night , and | sure was one beat up soldier. The
q(ollowmg morming we boarded the ship again and vemaned
there dntl after noon chow. After chow we agan went over
the side wnto a LevP and vode avound while the planes bombed
and the ships shelled the 1sland. Frankie Mastrene 30({ S€3-
s1dc 3gan and lost his dinner plus . After the sz and aiv
show Was over,we cdimbed the ropes%o the ships deck, and
the next mommﬁ we St for Pearl Hdrbof} arviomng there
the 2s® of Mau” There wasnt a Hd,\nu,hg}‘ schedule When we
?ok back J(o_Camp Ma)ato_le)_but odf com mend|h9 officev told us
o qet w&ﬂjﬁhmg we owned nto Shapea_s WE Wwere 9oy
ko play Sor b&tps very soon. This we allc:h.dT o y
Orders came through o us to be on the same boat
on Mag) the 304 ak 2:00 PM. We aqaned boarded the trucks and
went thru the same process of vaaqal\mg 3s we did Sov the dr
mmjﬁfdc\cs. and those damn vougn .rtdlngbox cars. Upon our ar-

| P
noa) ot thepiess, | grabbed all my personal P(O’Pciﬂag) put my

pack on my back, thew My cavbwie around my shelder and
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L) neaoyy baracks bag on M.J) shoulder, and climbed the 9ang
plank.

The next morming, June the I% we sebout for batUaJ but
Yo where we didnt as %t’c lnow . | had my 1dgas as to where
WE WEFE GoNNdy, but this time | was W(oNa). This boat was
vew large and heaody laden with troops, about 1900; jeeps
trucks) tanks, food, waker and ammunition. | think it Was this
heaoy @ge that lcag){: the ship From vockeing; and also tép%
mE ?fom bé(:omm 5_&35&(,\& ' N ' _

Mgﬁ bed was m the bottom holdj and the hiatjl:ogéih&(
with the humidity, down there was t&({tj’lc. Sleafpm down thre€
g\\g\ﬂts of staws in a ship 15 almost an imposs bl %;HH mgh%
~ long, vou JUSt roll and swe:a%) swcatand roll. ‘ S

The secord dayy out ot sea we were told our destination
135 the tsland of Sarpan In the Marvanasj.tvo be followed by
Tinan and Guam. There was nothing te do on hboard ship save
- gambling,and this | done with ease. Cpl. Sterhn 59%, Surowits,
and | P\&Q)Ldeoch\E.w&aﬁ da% for %’wm@» $10e cents a gome
and hiften cents a set. | ended up exactly one dollarout.
There were chureh sevorces every) maht, and | behiée
| only missed one niont. The meals were ab‘Solu)cdﬂ tevvible
oN {hc boa{. loho wex) i Gads wodd,' hiard o@SJwa oY Comz:d ,
bcaf ov baked beans or cven hot dogs for breatrast! It sure
was damn rotten, but | had o erther et the crap or stawe, so
| choked the damned stufl down. | will admit we had a 9J$od |
baker tho. | dont belicoe loe ever eaten fresh PINEApple PIE
as goed 3s he made k. | might also add that the second cut
‘was my gl friend Gracies b\vihda(:\. | )ast sat lootmg.at




s
ocaan and tryng to recall the good times we used to have to- [
9ether. Then | thought of the last day of my Jurlough in the @
states when | asked her to marty me. | wondéved ti Id coersec §
hey a0\ of UC the good Lovd would take me first. .

[ lnew that each dd(ﬁ that went by meant one day closerfl
= to ba‘t’dc The shr)’p fpaSSf.cl the International fDatc lwne on ;?unf
the 62 The next day was June the 1) thas oomzPlatalﬁ omit- &
Jcmg bhe étbj INUASIoN d&& of TFrance. .
| " On June the 99 e “saw land, this being Kiuaﬁalf.m in the §
Mavshalls. We anchored t\f\ffi fora few days, and’cogatherwrth
an enormoaus conuoy), set out gCor Salpan. 2 : '
(We 513h£5d Savpan on June the 5 FD-”Da'uﬁ for the
Masines. 1l never forget trat night. The ships were shelling hell |
 outof the island and | bnaw the damn Saps were catchwg hell. §
‘ r‘Dunm’\% the shelling a Jap ammunition dump was hit. [ can still
- see those gftat Hlames i the sty Sure was one beautiful si

ht.
The —Yol\owm% d-a‘j 1 sta«ﬁtd_dboa(dv éhlP)anci thoug#?{

for sure that any minate we would get aur o go to'shore,
out o dice. The next day), the l7tbof~a)ur\f was adif{ecent
sto) though. Our @all ame throdgh to debark as the Mar-
nes wetmetting very stdfl” resistance, Mghsa(twas n my
hroat and | Lelb chils {un _uP' My SpINE. ﬁcha\ha. milhion
Jc\nm(zss ame to Moy mind. [t was foo late now to start wor - |
(gag as ouy” ovders had al(zad% came thrqdﬂ,h.Ooa( the
s8¢ [Fwent, agan into & LCVP and then we headed for the
 beach of Satpan. About a half mile Fkomth&_ba'dch | was tans-
Lenred b an allinator as the Levp couldnt make i€ bagond the

coral feets. Wwhile .—tms&mng from the LCVP & the oi\tga%o(, We.




ot this dhain of 1slands and alled ﬂhim L deron}: -

e
Amost lost an mortar @art in the acean as the LevPand the allig-
atoy b&%an o daft a?af-'c After thc trans fevri nﬁ (s confqala&f_d
we resumed ol rde to the beach.

From the alﬁqa%o( | could see the used to be town o Chavan
Kanoa. It had beer mmplakal% demolished and |eveled bu) oul supfeme
naval and air fire, Before | continue on | will que the hus{onﬁ of the

~ Mariana |slards.

. The Maviaras _a\fé‘\afﬂdaﬁ volaanic islonds altho

though the volcanic
achmhﬁhas died aut u€ the northerm 'Povhon of tgts qoup. Bct-

e vol@noes still aru-pt o%dsﬁondl\q,?'h& Mananas ave much larger

| I
wn around ared ‘than the atolls of the Gilberts, Marshalls,and Garolines.

-Guémj?oka} Tinan, and Sarpan constitute the four larﬁi.sl: 1slonds
i the southern ’3(@1}3. Guam |s %hcldrgcr of this chan, and it
WAS OUI POSSESS fory PIEVIAUS to the out breat of wary while Sampan 1s
the second lb'(%tst, The ( &a?:&(.?f,(cen’caat of -Jchf/jPaoPla liwe on
these faur 1sland as thele is no oolmmcacbwh&h&rﬁ, -
The st recoded tr\,oaﬂiédgc_ ktnown of the Marianas was in

|52l wheh Magdlan) on his fiest vou age avound the 'wo’rtdj sfoPPEd

s or" Thieves,
presumably due to the nature of the nakies. B short bime afler
Ma?ulan dapaftcd from his first lands there, he discovered the

Ph \ppics and was later kulled there i an mt&ﬂ;ﬂbé\ battle.
It was then that wod 'oJC(:hc discovery of the Ladvones” had

| Sf.&Pzd bachl:o SpEsmjand n the @(v,léé?} {: & firest ml,SSlon' In

these tslands was founded. From Ethen on Spain contwlled these
istands until 1848 ,and natwe labor wos supplemented toa large
extent Filipinos brought from the south. Due to the mter mix-
bure of thest. faces, the islands are todag) populated to 3 large
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extent bvy & grodp known as - Chamorros, whose language 15 a shianoys
miyture of 1sland _Iemcﬁuages ard Spainish.
|n 1999, Guem was ceded to the US. for (he ust asa coaling)
stabion. Blout 3 g latey, the other 1slands were sod to Germany
but were taken goer b@ the J@Pamsi at the conclusion of torld
Loar I. This qaoe Japan contfol aver three of the four main 1slands
i the southern chan. Then, 5hor£h§ abter Ehe outhreak of Loortd
anI[JJapon O0EY-faN Guamj bnus 3(0m9 ey contml Q-Hhc four
man_ | slands. : 2N | o ‘
There are two seasons that exisbin the Marianas, character-
l}cd 35 wet anddﬂ,é._'fh& drg season Yuns from Dovember through
Movch while the web season "ba’gms n Hpril and Gntinues thrwjh
October, It s dqnng this season that over 80 inches of water”
falls , which memsto.bL LWicE a5 much as occrs In the reqrons
o} Ldashmgjcon,D-C,_' Qflanh@hj or St. Louts. . |
The 1ask census V&Porkﬁd éh& *rrol_l_owmg cotlian populabon' of I
the southern domn,. Guam-23,000; Saman- 23 goo; Tinian - |5,339; and
Roto 5,590. Tne larger ?arccn{agc of natives on Guam ave Chamorios .
| | These people art deisc:_nd&d from the S?@lnlsbjﬂlnplno/'ahd other
Soldlﬁm} who garfisantd Guam and other the other Maram islands
for geneibions duting Spainish le and took native wives. A
iAgE grodp Ojc the ne;tuc 'Populahonafe Enown as lenalas, and
theoy are bentoth the soadl scale of tht Chamortros due. to their’
mort primitt weds and lack of development. They are related
Jcﬁb'dl\u} to the natioes of the Tyuk figjon i thi Carolines.-
' The main pecttime industiy) of Sipan  Tinian, and Pola
NE sucﬁar)wh\\ﬂ Guam was g Coalih% and @ble 5gabom and mor<
or 1655 & minor navel and seaplane base. There austs, in the
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three prw:ousl? named 1slands, plantations or agncultural corporat-
lons, the plont of @ANE, "!ndwcsbﬂ%, haulmg, and 6ﬂndmﬂ it in

ﬂ’\c mills. The mMam 50{9&( mill on SdtPc‘m was N lfha }cown of Char-
an [anca. Wwinle drioing (:hroaﬁh this town a few months a’?_i&r the
ba&\cj | had the prvilege of saf,mﬂ this mill. There wasnt mach
left of it to speak abaitas our naval and air shelling had all
out Jeoelled 1t to the ground. Before the out braak o wav, the
SUGAY wWas 5)(130&;& to Jdpah)and' in return, Japan sent rice and
a tew manufactured arbicles.
- On Guam, many of the nabves found employment with the
Amenan Daval Government . This th% fodnd to ge Move ?roﬁéabk
and less strenous than farming . Levertheless, the majorty o
~ them engpged i some form of agnauilure ov another, but Usual-
loy ol _Znom?h to meet the requivements of ther indiodual
newds. Coconuts, pread frack, apayas, lime, bananas and.])nnfa?plc
are 9o, but not in quan lhﬁ A var &h} 0_55 Oéatdblﬁs are grown
N SEASON }amd ?‘ams and taros are a,-lwmjs‘- obtanable. there are
some wild deef hogs) goats, and oken, and odinan 9 hish are
oey plentiful. Uew) unsantary conditions preaanl there,
The most 1mPoV{¢n’( and spoken lan Uage on Guam 1s £ng-
hish) while on the othcr_wslands)%)nm is the Chamoro {:omgw-
This happens to be one of the most difficult Ian@aaﬁasm the
world to |earn. L =
CJEUJ we Linall . landad on the bach 01_; Sal-Pdﬂ. |‘ shouldnt
- sauy | landed o | f2ll off Jcht'alltgaﬁor and landed square on my
posterior end. | readi| ralized | was in battle as | could heat
Eﬁc big guins and alsd see dead Japs and Mannes stravn on
the beadh. Pfter pulling these damn heavy morlar carts for
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- some distance up the short line,we stopped fora break. There
- WEYE quite A few Marines avound so | struck Jp @ conuersation, This

ont Manne said it was really hell) but he was damn glad to sec
the army, come . |

The mortar cart was setting about a foot from the water, and
| was sitting on the tool box of the cart. An alhﬁa{:or drove o)
and a mﬂﬁ;/waoc from thcpwaﬁ(ul tacks cauﬂht me off the
alert and washed me right off the damn caftfoa@onc had a
3006 \augh and IJULS‘t gﬂnnad as Its ddrhr\ uncqu(or{dblg to bc
(enched )most\(ﬁ with GT shoes on. ' B
Qur break ended and we procecded to an aasamblﬂ area- Il
 neger ’Fo\fﬂ ek that arw ather. (oithin ﬁﬂ«ﬁ Fect of mo) shit trench
theft wire sivdead Japs, with nfles and all. The stench from ther
was terrbic as {:‘n&ﬁ had been dead for’ 3 number O'Fddtﬂs and werz
all bloated and covtred with ma sots. | was haping thar someonc
with more cﬁuts than | wouigagq% them, but no one did. All
rnght %onj? | had to smell thet stevich and it sure wRS 'snckmmﬂ.
Tt night weng by ¥awi3\ quiet save Sor an air-roid. There muist
haoe been a thousand maching quns %:armﬂ at that plane, but .
Jchf,g N So't . et e Tht
The nert morming | ate breaktast but twasnt very ap-
pi’ctjmg ymostly with that temfic stench raghtumdar Mg rase.
 BHer breakfast some Enaincers bundd the “six dead Japs, thraw-
g two of them down o well. There were also dead cows, PIgs,
and dhickens which wert viddio disposed off. |
 Thet noon omders came thmugh .‘Fo( ouy’ company) to move
yp, Which didnt plast men the lf.dsf, as | haurd we were
' J;SL tneygh o8 it was. We cdimbeda hill and Nowed the
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(ailvoad backs for about an half mile ov so. e tnen urned [f1
until e came to a row ot Lrees then tumed rucjht and went -
bout & hundred feet. Lt MELee ) our platoon leader, told us to se
up our mortars and dt' l‘(). As soon as this was done the Jdps be .-
oen shcl\m% Us with 8ei mortar shells, | thc_uﬁht the Ja}»s WEE.
corming oUe( the hilland | was so damned scared | grabbed m
bt and took off | van oat 1nto a sugar ane gcldj this be.
Ing the worse thing | could Mave done T layed bebween the
Sofvows as this wds the safest place around. The bastards
ceased shalhnﬁ us and when | Sot up and looked around, the
whole damn. P\atoon ) officers and all, we 1 the same avea.
e qob our oders to return to the mortars and tear
them down and head the osite way. This we did and |
was stll saved as hell a:YPax‘Pcctad‘qchc Japs to open upa-
cansong falite, b Bl
Q)a dlled our cavts Jpa ad to a demolished litle fowr)_
and thefe we took a break | sat down and smoked a cioar-
e o Alm mrﬂ nevoes and 11 be damned :ﬂ:haﬁ dnt
S)(é‘()( shellna Us a0, and Ehan\c Ged no one got hit. (e
%o’c out of thét place in a hurrﬁ and tumed .Iagat the first
road 3nd moved up about 150 4ds. Here we 3N set up oy
moftars and dug in For the night. There was a Lew dead bulls
- about 20 feet in front of myj sht trench and 1t stunk al-
most as bad as the Japs. | A et e
Rround 4:30 PM | heard pianes ooer head. To my Amazement
there was a dog-Hight baﬁuun siX Jap 3eros ard three of
QU planes. The score ended up three for us and one for the
Japs. Rs the Lght Wos on, one Jdpjéfo took & diveand was



=D |
headin mght for the vow of trees we were . | didnt know
what 18 thwnk. He finally came aut of the dive and deared the
ow of trzes by about 560 fect. He made g nght tum and &
few machine opNs opentd Up oN him. He procceded to the lard:
ng 3’Ur\p and mad¢ 3 Iaﬂdmg 3 Not krowno that the army
1od alveady) taken the air-4ield. He larded and climboed sut
ot s plang,and whin he realized that the field was ouvs,
he van padc 1o his Pisz,- but waas captumd by a séa-bee.
| didnt sleep much that night. The bulls avound Ehere. hadnt
had Angy Lotey &;(da%s) and they, kept wallumﬂ around ouy
sht trench. | erpected an _mmiﬁ& to Set a heot in the 901{‘5.
,l L)usi kep’c bn:(owmg rocoés at them t@_}i&_ﬁp 'ﬁbem aa,acﬁ._ ol
The next morning we %ot out of aur holes,ate, and moved
, u]:) a%a\ﬂ, Ehts hmc mté Q denE, flﬁld which hadjbam {Jumf_d dowr\
a day ot s0 &Mt D-Day. e shgsd there ankil noon, akc‘mﬁ
dinney, Jchmicao’c word o move d p éﬂd!ﬂﬂ_l was 3atf;mﬂ Bmned
tived o@Pu_\\m those mortar carts. F}%am we Followed the
fallfoad tiacks ?or about another mile. Durng this mavch |
- gt my First glmpse of the natwe prisoners . They were
cﬁuéfd d by ‘JCwo arm@&)ld\ers who were '&d\unq em to a
prisoner oF war amp. The natives were verg N hélﬂ dressed)
N Pa(*;\'oula( the women. They coorz ra%cd stirts, no shoes,
and bave breasted . | hadnt scen & woman in a long bmc/
but thaw bare busts didnt appeal fo me 1n the least. A
few 05 the women were wall on thew” way 4o mother hood
and | Jchou_\ﬂht it wouldihell i one of them decded to g
away 3t that time, Guess | would have had & balay teo.

A Aogin we stopped 1n o cone Sield and setup the guns
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The sun was blistering hotand | wes sweating ke hell. Soon after auvr
moftals were setin ) our Pldbon s&(gadnl, 5/5&(3&6#\{1 Thomas Lood -
ward from Hatjaz;sbu@ y Mississippt, took us to walk dawn Lo the beach
and cool off in the shade, This | did and there | found more Pris-
ons ot 1war and natwes. Wwhile walking avound, £ng the Japs and
clothans, | seen two of our soidiers nskiuckin 4%}30 Japs on how b
dig a hole. The prisners were veny nefvous nd scared as hell,
and | couldnit faure ou't)ust Whtﬁ the Fﬂ&oncrs wu‘cdtﬁﬁmg
Hiis hole. | found out soon after that when our soldiers were
caPEu»r_m thise PrisonExs ; & wornans b?.'b«ﬁ @of blled. 1l never
«?ov%@jc ?ha'sacl lodc on the mdh%%foo{mmén | sure felt
sb{nﬁ 1[0(\061’) whm ‘,Uf\ﬁjaps_ toqt-lc[glat bdb{ﬁ from s mothers
arm3 ord threw it in the hole. The mother cned and | walked
 away, with tears wnmng downy oy cheeks. b sute hurt me as
wudh as the mother. ~ R |
i Pavhcuiar/ | noticed one Jap soldier. He must have
been ik by & hand ranade as his head was completely
bondcpzd 35 was _bo?h of his arns. | enjoed Sezin thal.
| | .huﬁ Pprisone’s wert vounded together and taken o a
prisoner of wav th’?) on the beach. (e returned o oy
MOTtﬁ'(S) %O(L thﬁm ,cwn, avid thh all ouv uns and Eci‘,“})mcnf
 we (etumed to the beach. There we pad supper’ and dug in.
i;c (AS A .umﬁ qwﬁf mﬁh_’c_ and we had no traable with The
P e eran e
| avese the nead morming e daﬂbﬁdk and felt pretly
laozi'u} atber a{tmﬂ a %ood Mafits sl&ip ory shifts. Three of us
&uﬁ 0 'tocﬁtgﬂw and e Slél,jt for Ewo hauts then ook an
+ hours guard. Theve has to be someone awake in gach and



| )5 -

wmﬁ hole all maht long,. | walked over toward the octan and ‘ 
bhe Tiest Hmn%? noticed” was a dead Jap beng washed to shore. |
A VLN cheerdul 5\3?\{ as 11 was not ong OJ? ouv boyjs.
e pulled cuk of this arta ansund 9ioo AM. and moved o

aboil Seo Opds . Vot lona after we arnued there the Japs,who
weve in the hdls before us, began to shell us. Th

%Oﬂlﬂ the i
about f10e or six shells jand thant the Geddlord ) noone 90{ :
hayt («); sat up our mortars in se thaﬁ néed ed fire From our |
quns, ' ‘ " - |

e sat around all W\ommg-and in the sy mofterncon
we recawed our first oders te Mman ouy ﬁuhs.’l’hus l really €n- §
youtd as | knew some Japs were ong to cateh hell. e §
£ired the fwst mission and our Lt Grorge daimed we had |

knocked out a Jap block house which ’F\ia&d me totheutmost.
|t was Jater sad thet our shells saved a‘wholc?lakoon _
of tmfan’mﬁmm who had over-run ther positions. | do not
 lonow \5 this wert {im&'o(nojc-/fhls‘ was the hirst time |
had heard that the bent line boys really lked our 4.2k
hemical mortate. ol le Rl e
~ Pround 4:30 thot afterncen orders ame through o moue |
hack to an dss&mb\«ﬁ area. This type of oders | daptnd&di
onas we then movt _ew*mﬁ From he front lnes,
Bt Yas s there were two woeded areas with an open
 Space _o-‘; about s0-60 Fect between them. OurPIatooh' Clled s
n that qap to complete a straght ling Fchmc’{er. ;
| ha? ast finished digaing my st tench when one of
my toxhole” buddies, P-FC. Loalber L. Baldrie,of (olson,N.C, said
‘HEU)} Ston&)loor!“_ As| looked up | saw bﬂo'Sal-pcm natiwes walk - .
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g onc of them cmgmg b bucket only about fifteen Sect to
m(ﬁ q h’(.‘ﬂ'\aﬁ 5}30& d oné owcou( soldIers with his carbine and
the ?oot c?f)mnm about ten fect in front of VhE.Thf,ﬁ el
| {:o )2;16 woodiﬂ are :2 mcj ICQ and f:h S one of our machme
ans ond ran as fast as ther legs cauld carry them, one of
soldiers hollered” tah-mah-reh, which means halt in Japanes¢, but
t\mﬁ leept on (3t<>|n3. The wadhine qunner mowed them bobh down,
~ Bnother guie ‘mght wos 5}o_mtj and the next morming (e ﬂot
upjate those damn C rations, and maved up to the same area that
WE Weve 11 the fwawS dc)aé;w& {ired a'&w missions thot dacy
ard duo i tor the mght ru} t there | 5]&}){ Jef, 'uncom&a(ﬁak?ﬁ
Hot m?h’c as a b‘% co@l vock mm«ﬁ shit trench tz,f_P )abb{nﬂ _
e goeddel s Soe ot e o e
The fellowmn danﬁ and night we ‘SP”‘t in that same Jo-
calityy yust %a?mcﬁ. around and catking Sov our oders to mave.
0 c@agonally a Jap maftor shell would 2m&-ou( e, i’cj@!st e
mind us that theo were st on the ysland. = 7 e
The next mom.nﬁ-m were wnformed that we wouldnt heu
3wy more Sightin todo at thot end of the island. | F&'tﬁu:&_
- yeleoed but knew we had o hell o{ a lot Og;‘flﬂhhﬂﬂ .{:odoﬂéf-
Wt leaded our mortars and ammumibion en the Tarts anddfajﬁcd
the same about @ mile or so back up the tracks we hadp(:-
- uiadsly maved up on. We come upon o ramsadied nabive hut
Sdclgbrmkdae s a0 e o
' Lie stavyed there dlose to four hours when wod came that
trudes would take eur mortars and ammanition | but we soldiers
had to walk and Pu!I the amvphj movlar cart, The morkar @art
with the movtar wc\ghs approxmba&ig 400-450 POMﬂdS aﬂd it
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takes four men Lo pull one. Hs a 0L Jcough affar to d{ag them
most) up and down ils, | L

| 23% of uUs boys were told to s'tag back and eep Latch
D0LY SoME aqu\pmm?:} oNne man From ch of the four squads,
and | es one oJC them. There we were Just the four of us,
and ng one dsew siaht, | was (tally scared out there alone,

- .Thf, %VMCtﬁ CQme bﬁl@t a\/\d tOOk, Pa‘ft O'}t U’)L &_’,}uiprn gné 'C\.Y\d

<

tuso s% L‘{k 5.:.3@( Men Yemaiming,. There we wuf&) PFC John
wmﬁgi‘,&}mm Georgla, and | all goné. Then | was more damned
scared than ever. | houant of a thousand thmﬁs that culd
happen ) but ingate L @lm as @ brege. Eoevo, time some.
Hr\w\ﬁ in thet house made the Lwst it of naise, | {hoqﬂhf
it was a Jop. > - | 5 ok
| was damned happy to sec the Lauck “return, so we
load &3 on the vemander of the equpment and dimbed on
ourseloes. While dm"f“} o'_bh&posntlon where the vest ofoar
platoon was,we wure fired on ccdsiorally by @ SwoJap
Sper's who W left behind oy cur advancing i‘rocrps. o
On the rde up, we passed through the center of Osleto
ﬂx@(aaad) Now ramed lsi&z) Field a&{ax/ a clonel who met death
during, the ampaign . Ouy soldiers were repanin tha.ldﬂd-
1110, gmp and there were a Fuw of curplanes Cghfﬂ - Fright
algo add there were a o Jap3cros ard loombers there too,
out thuy wue smesned almost aut of recognition.
Up arg bu&or’d the air-Rield we met up with the rest
of };ialgoon and another” dhepmical platoon from our Ompand.

i
x

TOODLJL‘V‘){‘/ We Moved to an dssemblo arca whirc we duo,in and
G i : s ] \ : i - \ - =
“njogtd two daus ot rest. | really shouldnt sey vestas the

4
=
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furst mﬁh't bullets were Hgﬁm9 £9tr0) which way, around the area. |8
{ V&alhﬁ-hu%éd the %(Ound that n\rﬁh{) and wtsh‘érmﬁ- hole. was |8
ten oot deep rather than albout a oot .

- The next morving after 0y C _tion brakfast of hash,
| asked PRC Ay 5%-/91&(1’6) rom”Daims{, about the shoo tmc}.
e told me o falow . He took me coer a rockyy, cwood ed © B
2 where we met three beaded Mannes. Dunng, a wnver- 8
sation with them thea us the stovo. He claim ed he was laxjmg
in his shit trench whin all ot a &gdm a Jap cared at :

the ’Foo,tojf it witha knde in his land. He shot thﬂ)ap ard at §
about the same bime | his buddyy n the next siit brench saw
two more édps 81714 bgﬁ_ So, hein tumn shot those tuo. Inthe B
-~ marning to his surprise, he found that one of the threc
was a Woman. | heard rtspo(ts latex \n the battle that our
boos had shot women who wert rm_nnmﬁ machine guns
Well,anv how; that 1s the 5{0(3 of the first mgh{_- o
~ Bbout 4:00M of the second da /3 jat Lot @me overand |
told uis Jchuﬁ Were axpcctm9 3 Jap ?&ntaﬂ)ﬁdct that night.
| had alveadd made ma sht trendy in sold coral vock the
mgh’t befor@, but it ddnt take me lono to dig 1t a foot o
S0 deeper Koo that rock. Then came the night, then mom-
ng, avd thank Ged again that there was no tank attack.
| htavd later wn the 2@ that tnere was a small tank battle
yust before dark) that the Japs lost fwe tanks to cur ong,
a vevy ?ood score. ) surc enyoyd those bwo days of relax-
ation, but march order was called. f
Tht hoys again pulled the empty morkar arts while
the trucks nauled e mortars, ammanition), rations and wate

*
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ﬂ%am three other Fallows and | weve told to remam behind
and %ueufd part of the equipment. | ddnt mind thet at all, anys
thing o get out of pulling those damn miserable mortar carts.
'!9;\6 trudss veturned and we Sour loaded on the eguipment
 ammunttion and rabions and cimbed aboard ourselues.
The new position, we movwd into was (el a hotone. It
wa$ applonmately Foo-Goo yards behinds the front lines e
stk ouv quNs and o one had to tel) me todio in this ime.
l dqu Mo sht trench and had a ning side seat “Jor the. show.
. To my |kt (was a \fngh rocky. il w?&ch contained numerous
Japantse oes. Our anks were nght ot the oot of the hull
Lwving 105 mm shells -'Pomt blank into the CAUES, and | might
.&dé gﬁ&ﬁ were doin a/Pﬁ:Cl;SCSob efjcm hfﬁ' Occasnonallﬁ &
Japs wodld thvow a ?cw mortay shells our” wia, but no one in
; oav outhl opt hit. [t seemed as thouigh odl¥” boys couldnt
locate that Jap mortar and whien 1t le g, 1t always s@red
 the hell out Oémc. loe mcknamed thatgun “Pistel Pete),
hoping all the time they would atch up with him soon.
Ofders @me through ko man aur guns, so | jumped cut
ot M sht trench sans andy hesitationy. our taraet was a
housawh‘wh'supposcdlcjcontamgd some Japs. | wash‘flmg
after we began $iving thet our mortar ot  diect hit. |
could set o Zﬂh hadise Hung through the arv. | bnew now
tst theve wouldnt bt anyy snipers " that heuse for a
EMiE " , | b
Thal afternaon things weveprelly dull) so Sqt Poul
P Surowitj of (o1\kes Barrg Fa, Lt Jack Co\9r00£ from Nhnots )

and | strudk up s game of pinachle. WEwere having alotA
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of fun when all of a sudden vH ¢ bull ets began uhgjmg OUCI-
our heads. It seemed as fhod%h nont of Us qaue d damned
as W kap%_ mght on -plagmg fpmod’ﬂ(. !ﬂ rccalifprtasclﬂ | lost
ey game, e e -

Around 4:30 that aftarncon we mooed up about Jooydrels
into & woaded arwa which wWos an assembly arza. The wodds
contaned bok up bn box of Japanese ammanition. | ouess
the ‘)&PS retriated so damn fast Lrom that AV 'ﬂf\d? ILJ’\%
didnt eoen haoe time to take thew’ anmmadndion with them.
The woods contaned albout ten dead Japs who had been dead
-~ for & number of days as they flicsand magdots were en-

jong & good Mal. | wes damned glad thodah to set all
bat Pap ammdnttion there as that was JU'S{LU%’!&{: much less
ammunition theoy could Ehrow back at us. | knew s was
3 bleody battle by the amednt of cur” boys coming back on
strdiheds, on jeeps. 1L stemdd s ﬁhou%h there was one
steedy stram of strelther dses. -
ak to the dssam\o\g arey where we art qoINg to 51)cnd
the m@hb on the front line of the secord defensepenmeter”
37 mes anti- tank auns were settered to avod any possible
Jap counteratlack Bebween the guNSs WL 9aps; 5o Ou('})!déoor\
was to fill in bekweery the guns to make it ympossible for’
3Ny Japs tonfiltrate throvgh that night. | (As scared as
~ hdll'as we had been told. thiy) we expecting 3 Jap counter-
attack 300) Nt ht now. PRC Sam Parino from Detrort ard |

| du? N Jcoq{,i:ha( while PFC waltey Paldree dug n o my left
an

Pt Oincent Terenzo dug in to 'mg nght. Wearanged
the guard among thes three of us excdluding Tevengio 4
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5= e ns very twved and we didnt wank him to take quard |
fov fear he mmgh’c happen to fail sleep. We arvanged it so fjha’c
we would pull one hour’ o and two off all nght. ?J(éotlf (st |
| b&gmnms at 9:00 and | yust finished my guiard at@go sol a- |
woke Parcino. Al cbfes sudden a hell Of an artiller: bd‘((c\96 beoan §
%l\m? about 300 Jards to ouv front eft, The sféuml WAS ;a)lﬁ f‘
ing all arqund us,and branches, that were cut bg the ‘qﬂ‘”ﬁ steel, |
were also fall 1 was 3gainy scared as hell and didnt know Jhat - |
todo. The barraac ﬁna\\cﬁ ceased after aboul ten minates and| |
- peey fot so fa?wad w all m(ﬁ 22 ygars. The !owj quns were |
fiina, into 3 pocket of Japs. T ol A
| 3%@ while | Hindlly doged off to sleep ) and the night pssd
sans & shot baing fived . ?was fFuAlled' the last quard also beoyn -
nng at 5:008M Lo dmjb(ca\c.Th&r& was &Wgh\‘ﬂhtb‘ﬁ Now 1o sec -
~ the ground dearlyy i front of me. Terengo was sittin up in his
sht Erendh ard we were discussing o ass\ng), ldod YEMEM -
ber which, the Jcc(r\ﬁc,she\hnc) of that mght Al oJ(-a sudden he

sd’ book; Stone,a Jop’. | lodked to where he was fjmfmﬁ ard
deu could have -bough{ me for @ mickel, [alking toward us  abaut
loo-200 feek 2092 W3S A J&P Iaaém%-a white @oab M this time
Parvino was awalke to) so the threc :?( ds Ifted our carbings and |
hved and down went Mr- Jap. He foll face. down and lnasnt hited |
an %Lbfow SINCE . | F et
~ eal 3o£’uq> and had brealfast, | hed hash again fora |
d’jcmgﬁ , and then our P\atoon moved back to the vow of trees
whert we were the previous day. Wt spent the next three
davs n this spot and the thret n ights in the wooded ares

vhere all the Jap ammunition was lfﬂ behind. Fach rw_nﬁht ;
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e had different incidents ocaur’ that are well worth ther mention.
N, At F:1s pM the fust c‘sf&moon) twentyy- foe of us were

PLC\CﬁC\ muoluﬂ{’,a\/\\d)} to CEW% Su?p‘léS) Vahoms and waba'}%o the
los® \r\)fem{aﬁ_ cPLommand Post). Each man took erther & @se
of cations o fioe gallons of water. | took & fie qallon water @an
35 1t ot lest had 3 handle on 1t to @ry it It dbs hotter than
the shingles on hell but we started aur journey. The passagensy
WAS A Sm%l& foot Pa%)n through rocky Qround with up and dawn
dxgs og JQ;W ot H10€ fFeel. Td.tphonc WIFES w&r&stmnq warﬂwhar&
alon the ])at\q )dnd {h%mn’umal : yﬁottwtstid‘ avound m
| fron? sioht oJ( My arbing. | was qcﬁwg Wd‘hﬁ. damned a)ai?
fatigu u? , My clothes com pletely drenched with sweal, and | -
kow | didnt miss a cuss word in the book. Al along that

‘s_\r\%ivpath we 1an into strebcher bearers car ing thewourded

ovgy this vu qed pathy, Eu&nj time we an inbo a strebcher
QSE we had

1 %o gtk off the path as the strelcher ases had
, the v\%hjt-o&ww)f Rlona the wau, | met & lone soldier ,condma
the pposite way so [“aske hwn how $ar we had to qo. He
5310 about soo(ﬁavds. | thouant for sure | woold kel Goer with
exhaustion bedore | could make that distance, but | kept on
?k%%m%. i hhial, . B S
‘ The slowle mooing olumn Gme toa halt. 11 seems as
| Jchough the path went through an opening and a Jap had
his machine qun 'Slﬂhjtéd v on that 5?0"&. The E‘rst sold-
ler who &P]awg i thot opening ot shot n the leg but
he was the on\u} one who did 95? hnﬁ From then on we

an acvoss that ¢ ening, G 3
% i\na\q arroed and thanksd the good Lord agar,



- oorless a shol€ ex

A
fov @ifopng me thru.

Our gang was faunded up again,alter they had all armod
with Hao ations and water and we starked oyr veturn T

to our assamb\tﬁ acea. Abok a quavtu/ oj( the way bact we

can nto the stietcher bearers again. They were so damndd

. Hived | didnt think U’\% would malket. h’.aﬁ asted for some
hadp as _Johag wanted to get the wounded oy to the aid

stalion wredark binetyy per ant of these men were atherd

shot. i the ahdomen or In the legs. | was so tired and weak |

93 S _‘aﬁva\& to offer anig assrsﬂmca for feav | mi

ﬁﬂf and drop oNe 05

- SIS

Y ﬁht los¢ my
£ the woundd. A Few of cur Ioys dd ds-
and the wounded vecived medical care before dark.
Upon ouv aroa) d)(:_ou(_as_sambhﬁ AR, we were showed
where we weve to put u'pq(o( l:hf_,--m%hi.Thlslpldca Was More -
ijudmg aboul six feet orso out and about
twenty Feet lona) from a rocku) mount. (oe had natural cver-
htc\;dﬁrokccbon and weé !oudjc A twofook w3l 1n Front —Fo(ddd-
«d protection. e spent three mghb ﬂ)éri,whe\_awqud
lagqed 3round during Eh,&d_d‘js'wa:hh for missions.
b loack o thit three pghts. € seemed as though ey
nght ene or two 361? lanes would come ooer the 1slond. Lc
dl?ﬁt have mﬁht ﬁghfafpldncs tht'(&.cﬂctjlso the onlﬂ Pro-
teckion we had was ack-ack C3UY\S and maching Scms. lﬂ
had yust turmned davk on the fist niant on this shelf when
we haad the ant-awcraft %un5~.ppl-9t\nc3. | then new there
wert dap planes ooer the 1sland, Thevewere eleen of us
on that shaly, .5|cc|>m9 sldz.b% .Sldﬂi and one of the fdjos
sad" Theves "bed check Charlie dgdm"- é&i check Charlie Las,
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a s-Pwa\ mme we @alled this lone plant that Hew over every B8
m%\n’c. Lt could Near his mekor now and he appeared to be right @
coer head bub ak a otry high altitude. A few minutes later 18
he let 00 of s bomb [oad, dropping them ‘ ﬁhoughk at ravdam
The loomb hit the bach' about a mile from us but | courd @&
-~ Lee) the Jarmng on the Shdf.\ sure was alad when hdaﬁ,
The second Aght the same procedure ?M\owcd) put |
s fime" Bed Check Chavlie” didnt ot a chance to dmp his B
€90, | was [a g theve 6ho()d(5 after dark Jcnﬁmg)co visual - §
3¢ home and” miy mother, when the act-ack cat foase, The 8
shells were expl g high up ard Jclmq)); looked like stars Then
the best thmg happened, the act-ack gohadn’cct hit. The
plane was sparting Homes and travelling at o rapd rate of
yP_acd. Sudda’n\cﬁ the plane bca&n to dwe“earthward, the
mwotors reared and the plone expladed in air. It sure was a
vctlﬂ S\Sh’g the reddish-orange Fames in contrast with the:
Iavtﬂcss.’(hat same nioht ’c\?\% 3ot another ?Plom nQyr
the a\r%ald}-bqt l .5\€P through thot aflair. .
 The thid mah’c WaS mz vty @lmly,and | enjoyed |
- that much needdd sleep. It was 1 the gun position i the
fow) of trees thet we had our first mad @l in almost & -
month. | received 5omathm9§ lke Fourteen letters and ’B”&j :
sure 010 chwse the blues awady, S ;
On Sétu(dmﬂ mom\n%?)ulﬁ Bﬁala%wf, \E,ﬂ‘.JChij AreEd
wnyeeps and weapon cmiers and mooed up closey & the
fronk hines. | saw plenty of diad Japs and a few Amenen
bois while moongy up . This position was also in a row
0% trees bub n ?&Q\édf) S0 f wasnt a bad plac. It wou ld‘
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ke & divect hit from a Jap mortar shell éog)at usjand | |
tnew those bastards ddnt have much of thot |5 bo speakot.  §
e fed our mortars wn the morming and also in the
aftexgoon, and around 4:30 we got cur’ oers to move up to
~another assem bly arta . This was on {op a hill and the stench §
~ brom three dead Amenicans was temfic B Lew uys with |
oY E %ubbnan\ w\fc\qypid the bo%s N a shel ar-hal&amd j
camid thim below the hill where th% could be 'Pnctid up |
and buned wn the cementory,. Blso d”ﬁ i with ds was oy’ |
old buddies the 31mm anh—iiﬂ\c companyy and a madical cut |
i\;c .tLac had no trouble that mﬁh’c and | wes thankful or |
QB el B - |
- The naxt mommﬁ \ gcrﬁ out of -'\m%&w hole,ate breab~
"F‘e\,s)()-\ had hash again for 3 dhange ang sc’cup the quns
e i back OJ( the hil about 100 Fect jdfom where we slept
e fved quite & Fao vounds but "Pistol Petd and his mor-
tav kept us hu%mﬁ thagrour\d most of the time. =
| )us’c below us on the V) bottom ol Una hill was a
hstad station. | nobiced some ciodian eomen down there
30, to be nosey, | tooka stroll down thf;r{./[h&(&warc two
japs ) uﬁhjc aoilians | mdudmg a faw doung kds. one Jap
~ was shot th(ough the thigh and he was so damnd sared
he could hard\g dvink watey :\Cmm' sheking so much . 7The
medics $ixed his 9 and began quing ad to the women.
One of the women c’ﬁot hitin the bustg and | |m;ag|n&
the mdics ook JL\f\e;\(g@od old time ‘;lxmglt,'hdﬂdhng it
Lith due @ve gou knaw. | would have teo f | weve iy thewr
shoes. Then & short distance begond | saw another medic
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00Ny Iolocd fplasm} toa babcﬁ. The Fhes weve all voey fhvpoo(
Kids and | i:héqght | was go1ng to comit, That was €nough for”
me so | went back to the I »fpombof\[

That night we mootd up akout a mile toa hight spot of
ground that Tad been ta\:mthtda%ba(ova. | shauldnt 'say)
| gfounc‘l as 1t wos about 50% wl. The saond platoon ?fw/
company moved in withus and | Felt vather safe that nignt
Taldree) Parring,and \’f’dugm together agam that night, and
39a we had ¢ quldmgh{. | | |
“rohe ?ollowmg day we sat up our mortars before breall-
' &\S’C and later on in %ht: dé(ﬁ we fived a Lew missions . | N~
quired arand abeut Garapan, the epital of Sarpan, to see
how ou¢ bays were downg around that oleinity, From a num-
bex of soldiers | leayned that Gavapan had not been taken
otk as the stench, from all the desd Japs and cioilianss, wass
50 strong i was almost impassable sans & gas mask. | also
head the town wes loe) with the apound. ~ -
Ve yptnl:tha’c nght on the same high 9round a_-._'
N without ang trouble. The followng Morning | had
breafast, hash fora changg, and layed all my eguipment
out to ) as it vawms there yust Aboutwcru?mcjh{'. oo
dudnit put the Movtars up as we were expect ng ovders to
advance tadly) in the moting. |
lohile snt‘cm@ arcund c)ncwwp the fatwith the bo;(gs,
l

a nfle aecked nea? b? and | kne bg the scurd that
WAS d)arps. | dove 1nto ma hole and waitd Sor the next
oneé. | didnt haoe to waik ong as agan his nPe cracked

but the bullek hit @ geod distance in front of me. | &ll{.
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abit better now that | bnew they weve la.ndm & 9o0d distance B
from me, so | sat up in my sht trench to observe everything |
that took place. [t seems as thouah there was a Jap smiper - B
in the hill about 300 feet Srom us. He \C&?# PEPPEVING dwad
aﬁ?: killed one o’jfow boys and 1N jured three eve thaﬁ 9”@'%
ot him. i '
E OUY OYIErS @ME throu%h ko move UPp SO We loaded the
oehides and up we mooed.- During this ride | noticed & hell
of & mess of dead Japs alongthc “sides of the rood. | tater
found out That the ‘)aPs"lagad theiw wounded by the road -
s1d¢ 5o they could gasily be evacuated. | quess the Japs re-
 treted so fast from that ares thet }c,h% )ussﬂ had to leave
 bhew wounded back, e e e
Our NEW Posn%ton (VDS ﬁg&un at H”\E bol:tom 'og(a, hill. Back
ot our 3“’ amp\d_camcnb Wele two large Ja:}) anti-aircraft
suns thot had been knocked cut Close by was also bores of
OﬁoodJ'NCE) Anned g\"Sh ):mmt, f,'t'(. (We ﬁ(f.d _qwf& d '?ﬁw Sh&lk
’chas’caﬂgmoon d‘ul(mg a hﬂdl)ﬂ tain which drenched everyone
- of us. Our shells were falling ort Flores Pant’) the Japanese |
st plone bast. Sois et e e G .

_ Haoin no{:hm to do b&twéﬂr\' missions, )"LLoota ol
to the il top. Up hede | @@me across two dead Japs who
hed been shot that previous niaht. One had his head shot
off Lhile the other had ene hand missing and part of-
his hmd)‘ a cheertul sxht. = e ‘ o "
There hadnt been am) Aaq) movtar shells thrown at
us for que some time, so | cesume Pisbol Pefes' days
of Sun weve over. The storgy | heard was that the Japs



\\

‘ e
had a caoe dug into the side of a lage hll, mosﬂ‘ﬂ all of
& bamcg, coval, The opening to the oe was blocked Io% 0
larg e 1von doors which were well @mou‘;lagsd. lohen £ & g
cded to hire-a faw oblds, they would push the uns, which
were mounted on tracks 18.0 the doors, open the 300(5 and fire
fwe or six vounds and then close the deors again. It was a
sbromg forti fication but it was easily knodeed out when our
beuys loated 1t- These coves were very Numerods abeut the
islond jard they @used our boys a lot qffmublé,. Theo, were
alwaos loated where a diect bomb hit wouldnt dﬁ%{? itin
the lsast. As our bogsf would advance the Japs and natives
would head Sor the caves. Then QU ¥ bocjs had %odl(j them
out. About the best weapon fora wse as this wos a Hame
thrower. Thaty Enopneecs dd & wonderful job with them.
~ Thet aight we meved to Flores Point, the sto-plane base,
and bioovaced there for the mght. The onl(ﬁ ‘thmg left at
the swa-plone base was the skleton of thehanger, Al
the lourldings were levelled 4o the 3round,dnd 3 few Jap
~ planes b men what was |eft of htm | were scaU:é(ad aheut
_just.ba(ora we dug 1 | notieed the Marine artillen
“moongy up: | sure Felt sste then, thinking we were a hel
ofa long way trom the front, The next morning at 0oy~
breat the lon% OUEFQUE J&PamQ counter -dkﬁacé @me.One¢
- regunent, the % Infantry, had advanced begord the
‘ infantry regiment ,ond went’and dug n,
When the Japs broke thru Jéals rcaiment was cut 099
fvom the rest of the dinision and”suflered extremely

- high casuallies as they ran out of ammunition. They
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estimated the Jan that counter-attadied numbered well cver” 1000,
As the Japs aduancad {:h(p} Ca?)cu!(td a ba&c\@ of o5 how:(:jérs/
which was soon after (eaptured by ou troops. I 1t hadnt have
been for the Mavine A(hllc@mm ) odf Compang would have been
N one hf,t_\'ofa spot. | ' ,
The Japs WENE enouah trouble on the s€-plone basg, but
we dlso hed to keep o opod ualch out for crabs. These damned
crabs measdred o qoed Cioe or six inches and thaﬂ crawled 5 -
mMong Us all m@hl. — L ’
The next MOMing We Were told to get ouv equipment
N shape and be veady to move out at a ?ioa minutes notice.
This 1 dd) and our orders ame thiough, so we losded coery-
’chm(ﬂ i the Jeeps and WEapon dME and were dnven dp on
o hill sde where we were told that we would march WLIB') |
the m?an)cru) anbil we @medur new selected mortar position,
| We hadnt spent twenty, minaites on that hill sde when
Lst. Closo- bundle) Jack Colgroug gave us our orders to Hallow.
bot walked about 100 F£et and stopped and | heard & machine
gun chetter near byy. Our troops ) who were aboutt 200 feet &
my ng\nt on the Hlank, began to satter. | nobiced trat so |-
C\Odté into the nm(aﬁi:‘olte which was so small | couldn't
et all of myself into 1t. So, | bund what porlion of my
chd thogcho ¢ would hold and hoped for’ bask?Th'e'ra wﬁin't‘j
ANyt n3 to Loorvd) about as all the joo)s baﬁan'roammﬁ
ayround S9N, i . i i
Shovtloy after this we resumed odr march when out
of nowhere came J&P dvtll\u'@ shell whiniig over cuy heods
~ The domned Unm9 was a dud, bat | was so scared | lost all
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the n(z,z,\w\%m My \E%S. l actual\ﬁ felt wolhbly dov some ria- B
son and | Felt for suve | was going to stumble . We continued (8
on and | f2lt more sure of mgsel - . o
The mavch was halted and our movta\/platoom was ild @

to setin the guns and chg i 10 8 farmeds garden. Thiswe 8
did as the infantry keept mooing up to the front. e didnt
five a vound there ) but we made up for 1t thatnight.
In the wrlg aftenoon, after tating dnney, [ had hesh §

for a dnange, we again receioed oders tomove up, so we 8
packcd up an(f vanced another 500 Jards. At this fFosubon '
~ we yust acound and waited for more odeds which would
detiomme wheve we were to stay that mght. The orders
read ko move up behwid the Front lines and setup our
movtars 1 @se there was another countev-attack. Thatdd
nob seund very appetizng, but who in the hell and |
complain. : ? Gkl D e S
| e moved up to within oo yards o the front rhings, |
and | was relly afieid and wished thof the night was over

Each squad was {odtg'a -‘Pat a ,roxlmaif_l(j g-lo fezt square |
and at least three foot deep. rpmsbt9|nnxng to worder

| l§ was i the /My or an exavabon cuthit. This wedid,

and Sgt Suvewrty and | wert Yo stay with the gunain

our pit all night. [ had supper, had hash for a changg, and
then h_d-pzd (Y, aboot, {')mvj(,q rou(\ds,dg ammunition to
Jdm.pl’C: The remawnder of our squad ddg n about twenty
Cetk Yo euv fvont for votechion . | bnew we were too Neav
Hae Sront hine fov’ comtort as the cha_ttf,( oJC oy machine
QUNS wubdtq sharp and clear’, | * S J
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It was yust JCummg) davk and we Cﬁot our ovders, | mean our’

squad; to hre fe vounds of white- phosphous at ﬁoftﬂ—ﬂuc
My tes past aow?alnour- That way, @ach squad would Hire
Mot vounds simul nwu’sluﬁ-wf,\aj Fifteen minates all mgh(‘,
we Fied all the ammunition we had brouxghjé to the })xé/
and then came the task |\ comPletd abhorved. This was to .
cimb out of the -pnﬁ) walk about (:wm?g ?zat, and QY More
ammunition, to the pit. Jap bullets weve why 319 ovey héad
ontinuously and my theughts were all about gelting hit
That wallang araund saaved the hell out of me and | dont
Erow Jcot{:h\s day) how | ever got through that night with get-
ting hit. \ S - -

» 3&9& fived when ouy turn came Lof;(_(ﬁ hour until 3'ds am
when LE-MEee told us to Iceep on $1ing. Le needed more
men J(o Prcpdréammumhon, 50 WE 9o - Baldrez, and @llad
Parvino . He was so damnid scared he wouldnt come out of

s hole, so we informed Lt MCez and heodired him out
| ddnt |ike the tdﬁaj'bung out %{t’:”)& hole: ANy Moré
thon angone else; and Parvino was no betler than |. Luth
thvee of auf squad members and two other men; the
preparation of the ammanition was Joing +ull swing. As
~ seon as 8 shedll was read &cﬁ;h&nd&d it to me mn the
puts and |, \njcum/droppej it down the barrel. This went
onv until 600 3M) and the steady blast of the shells
laoing the barvd left me with a tervific hedache that
| il néoer Forget. My head feltas though & ton of led
was vesting on it B 7
That mgh’c.“Btd check Charlie” payed Us a usit He
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'dmpptd his bomb en the hillside to our ﬂghf/dnd when 1t
hit 1t looked like a streak of lighting. bo one qgot hurt.
Daybreak f\m\hﬁ @ame and | never was asqlad to ses
ll%hjﬁ a:‘? wds that momm%..l suve thanked G -@Wloullmg
me ‘bhfouc)h that mgﬁht- We tore the mortars down and re-
turned to our ald biuouac ared on Flores Pont.

Araund noon of that da | heard o ,machm{_gun chat-
- ter dp on the hill to cuv vight. Lot paging teo much atlent-
on to 1t | noticed ouy gan &b thay wea pons, and began
ﬁrmcj up on the hill sidé. l?@o ed up to the place where fhaﬁ
WENE 9@«3 and saw d Jap oo down. Rfter he hit the qraind
| could see he was stul alwe by his mooements. So, Lt Col- |
grooe and six of-us boys grabbed our weapons and took up
8%er him. | could se€; as we advanced toward himy, his legs
| moom%'_and eotr 50 often he would turn his head to see
yust how dose we were to him. hen we eme to within 50
- Jards of bim | had a grenade cradk | squatted down Ieep-
& goad eoe him. | saw hum'p‘utith&grmad: to his chest |
and lolow hsmsdjuP. [t ﬂqc(\_w it up to have a lodcat him.

ths clobnmg was wet and he crned no weapon, Lhen we
searched him we found s wallet and o little pocket knife
Thegronde blew his htad of ong anm and part of his chest

bhen we @me back bo the bioovac area we all caught
rodal hell fom Lot Godsmith, 4

The Hag was raised on the 1slond Julyy t129% and we
were meotd to another ard and put on the alart for the battle
of Timan 1sland. Wt were later taken off this, and wede bold -
to set up A 98r1ison and wait for our ovder's to leave Saipan |

m— e B s PRSIy
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and gé bo some rest @mp somewheres else.
| %ot Mo fiest hot meal 1n ﬁoanhﬁ-thras d@gsj dlona
with a clean cnenge of clo&hma ya bath and shave i the same
lmgjdr\. of time [Twas 0y glad the battle was over and |
heard thet the Sa pan baltle was the koughast and blocdiest
batlle thus far in the Paafic.




