


 

Cascade/Proving His Mettle: 
The Poster Art of Robert Burczy 
 
A Hoboken resident since 1989, Robert Burczy grew up in the 
northwestern Pennsylvania town of Hazelton, but says he “became an 
artist in Hoboken.” He is self-taught and was greatly influenced by local 
artists he met through the Hoboken Creative Alliance, an arts group that 
flourished in the 1990’s. 
 

Burczy cites a variety of influences, including fellow artist Paul Divone, 
who created brightly colored wood sculptures and affixed them to 
telephone poles throughout the city. He also acknowledges the influence 
of the lively music culture in Hoboken, manifesting itself in flyers tacked 
onto any blank surface promoting a band’s gigs, as well as the 
omnipresent gate-sale posters often fringed with a ruffle of pull tabs to 
help passersby take note of the date and details. It was out of this 
tradition the ‘Burczy’s’ were born. He prides himself on creating his own 
‘Burczy’ posters for each exhibit, displayed in the bold “Interstate 
Highway” typeface, along with the opening date and location. 
 
 

This exhibition displays some examples from the last twelve years with 
photographic documentation of their use and how some have survived 
over time. Follow the process in the artist’s own words. 



















































Blackwater Books was the place where all the artists in the 
early days hung out. The owners were very supportive of the 
arts and anyone who was anybody had an art exhibit there.  
But the time I got around to my first exhibit, I was more than 
glad to post flyers anywhere and everywhere, telling everyone 
that I have arrived. 
 
 





My first full scale exhibit was at Traders [of Babylon.] My first 
year of painting, I did over thirty-five paintings. Thirty were for 
that show and since then I really strived to do 30 or more 
works each year. For at least five years, the poster was the first 
and last time I used my middle name – keep it simple from 
then on. 
 
 
 
 
In other shows that I worked on and was not exhibited in, I got 
pretty good at titles. “Art on Show” is ‘what is art – on show.’ 
The drawing of the man was done by my cousin. This poster 
was torn down more often than most, probably because they 
thought it was Jesus. 







It got to the point that in the early 90’s it was really was easy 
to be everywhere, so much so that other artists were having a 
problem with it and thought that maybe I should give up my 
spots to make it fair. At this point, there was no stopping the 
‘Burczy Blitzkrieg.’ 







The shows at Full House and Hand-Mad were the first time that 
I created the black/white/black blocks. It wasn’t until much 
later in 1998 with the “Painting to the Haircuts” show that I 
thought I had to have something here that is going to be my 
marketing tool, for the style allows the viewer from a half block 
away to see it and connect it to me. Because on the street you 
really do have to have at least three seconds to get people’s 
attention. 







PAUL DIVONE’S POLE 
 

Divone, who inspired me very early on, is 
now long gone. His wood cuts were really 
everywhere. Whatever I was going to do, he 
was going to be hard to top. You could see 
his work near the PATH station. After a long 
while the spots that were rotting off I just 
used for my own [works.] The heart 
painting is mine and the way I looked at it 
was it was that it was something I wanted 
to see. 
 
 
THE POLE IN FRONT OF THE BRASS RAIL 
 

In this photo the pole was originally clean. 
In placing a heart painting on it, it basically 
took on a life of its own. Instant kiosk. Both 
heart paintings are still up. 
 
 
 







It started to dawn on me that since I got pretty good at the hangs, I better start 
documenting what I was doing. Not only was I trying to get arrested, but I was 
standing around longer at each spot just to photograph what I had done. Some of 
the poles on 14th Street were the best. Not only were they not cleaning off any 
‘Burczy’ posters, but it allowed me to totally take them over – covering them from 
top to bottom. 















Basically I was having fun at this point. 
The pre-made ‘Burczy’ pole was made 
from a carpet tube. About four complete 
ones were made – even selling one at the 
[Artists’] Studio Tour. In time, the city left 
them alone. The rain and snow rotted 
them off and that was that. These photos 
are of a pole opposite Saint John’s 
[Lutheran Church] on Third Street. 
 
 









The power of art posters seen 
here are long gone. My hunch is 
that somebody took them to 
collect them. I believe that to be 
true. The ‘Home Spun’ poster 
down at the west end of town is 
still there, but without the stubs, 
they have since been weeded out. 
The ‘Everything’ poster is long 
gone, but the photo of it was 
taken near the Neumann 
[Leather] building. The wooden 
frame was once a warning to 
“curb your dog.” This ‘Burczy’ 
poster worked nice there. 
 
 













These photos show more defiling by me.  
I got away from your basic pole by doing 
phone booths, soda machines and news-
paper boxes. Let me make one thing clear:  
I never defaced U.S. mail boxes, that would 
have been pushing it a little too far and 
there was really no need. 
 
 











These items are just a few of the violations 
and summons that I have gotten over the 
year. I wished I had saved them all. Frankly, 
I had a lot. These are the ones that survived. 
I didn’t pay much attention to any of it. As 
far as I know, I’m still wanted by the cops. 
 
 













In the weeks and months following 9.11, I kind of felt bad 
posting ‘Burczy’ posters, but I stilled missed the act of it. So I 
kept the bars blank and still posted them. It was the saddest 
time of my life. This poster or lack of one showed respect. 
Nevertheless, I covered the town. 







When Mayor Russo got money to improve Washington Street, 
he put up kiosks for everyone to put up community signs. The 
problem was that they were not big enough for all the flyers 
and no one showed respect for anybody else’s posters. These 
photos show how it always looks and you can’t see anything. 
So because no one could find a ‘Burczy’ on them, I never used 
them there. 









These posters I call ‘in-betweens.’ They were not shows per-se, but pretty much  
fill-in’s to get to the next major show or local hangs. They were posted almost 
everywhere and in multiples. 















A more recent impromptu ‘kiosk’ on Washington Street – 
guitar player not included. 
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