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horse car railroads in the State and although it has had, and still has, some of
the ablest business men—men conversant with railway matters in their most

minute particulars —to be found connected with any railway corporation or system of
railroad, trunk line, stem or branch, to be found in this or any of the countries of
Europe. No sketch of this famous line of travel would be at all complete unless it con-
tained a thorough sketch of one gentleman, Mr. Nicholas Goelz, who, more than any
other man in this country, has been longer and more intimately connected with the
enterprise. In fact Mr. Goelz was its projector, ofiginator, and the person in whose
brain the inception of the enterprise had its birth and was nursed to fruition, borne along
through its several intermediate stages of developmeat, until now it stands forth a
mooument to the genius of the bold and fertile projector.

Born of good old philosophic Teutonic stock, Mr. Goelz drew his first breath in
Karlstadt, Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt, on the 2nd of May, 1824. His father, George
M. Gelz, maintained bimself by cultivating a farm in Karlstadt; but the subject of this
sketch, while an infaunt, was brought to the home of his paternal aunt at Reisen, in the
same Dﬁtchy. Here he remained uutil he had attained the age of fourteen.

Having' received the rudiments of au education at the public school of that town, in
the fall of 1838 he was regularlv apprenticed to the general storekeeper of the place, one
Mr. F. G. Mephius. Here he remained three years, during which he gained the con-
fidence and commendation of bis employer and the respect of all with whom his business
relations brought him in contact.

%HE NORTH HUDSON COUNTY RAILWAY is one of the most important

Having finished the three years of his appreuaticeship, we find him in a wholesale and
retail fancy goods establishment in the town of Huidelberg. Here in the employment of
Herrn (Messrs ) Gerh and Wm. Kohlhagen he devoted himself with untiring zeal and the
most exhausting application for a full year, at the end of which, broken in health, he re-
turned to his home, to seek mnch needed rest and indispensable recuperation.

But his ambition was not of that nature that succumbs to ordinary difficulty. He
possessed a spirit propelled by an instinct of “Onward, Upward, No Cessation of Enter-
prise until perfection is reached ; think nothing has been gained until the topmost pin-
nacle has been attained.” Accepting an offer of employment from a Mr. Kley, our hero
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is next inducted into the grocery and crockery store of that gentleman, which was situ-
ated in the town of Mannheim. He subsequently received and closed with an advan-
tageous offer from a Mr. L. F. Rothermel, in Speyer, in the Palatinate, with whom
he put in three years, beginning as clerk and ending as travelling representative of the
establishment. Returning to Mannheim, he remained one year, and in 1848 emigrated
to the United States. His subsequent career will be found as interesting and varied
as it has proved eminently prosperous and brilliant.

Little did Mr. Goelz imagine when he first set foot in the “land of the free” that
Nature or the Fates had decreed that he should one day become a great railroad mag-
nate. But so it has turned out ; for the poor, obscure boy from Karlstadt stands today
a8 the founder of one of the most important railroad systems in the United States.

Landing in New York from the gz)od ship “Margaret Evens,” after a passage of 27
days, he, in company with three companions, spent his first night on American soil under
the sheltering roof of the cld Shakespeare Hotel, which then stood on the corner of
Chatham and Chamber streets. After a few days, and on the advice of a friend, he and
the aforesaid companions, secured a room on Twenty-fourth street, at A monthly rent of
four dollars. Here the quartette immediately set to work at making a living by maunu-
facturing segars. Here it may be appropriately mentioned that his companions had &
special advantage over our bero in the possession of firearms, which they had brought
with them from the Fatherland, and while they often hied themselves to the New Jersey
hills for a day’s sport, young Goeltz remained at home unceasingly engaged in the turn-
ing out of segars.

After a time his patient and untiring industry attracted the attention of a coal dealer
named Dingledein, whose office was across the street from Goelz's room. After accum-
ulating quite a large quantity of segars, it was determined by the four friends that Goelz
should be the salesman. He accordingly set off one morning and speedily found pur-
chases for all his stock. Belioving the basis of their fortunes were laid, another bale of
tobacco was purchased and another lot of segars were manufactured ; but, on calling on
his former customers, Goelz was informed that his segars were no gocd; he had rolled
them so tight they would not “draw.” Much discouraged, his money gone, he hardly
knew what to do, when the coal dealer, Mr. Dingledein, hearing of his misfortune and
desperate circumstances, sont for him and told him of a vacancy in a bakery. Goelz
seoured the job and kept it just half a day, as it proved the boy whom Goelz had suc-
ceeded was poor and homeless, and had only left the bukery on the promise of a more
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suitable position, only to discover, when too late, that he had been deceived. He im-
mediately applied to his former employer for his old position. Too generous to stand in
the way of one weaker than himself, young Goelz immediately gave up his place in favor
of its former occupant receiving one dollar for the work he had performed, and turning
his face once more to the wide world to battle for a living, carrying with him, however,
one bright, ever encouraging, ever inciting to renewed exertion, and never to be for-
gotten memory of the pretty little German lass who waited on the customers, and sister
of Mr. Dingledein’s wife ; and that memory has been the joy and delight of his life
during his many years of usefulness.

Failing to procure work on the canal at Poughkeepsie, he took a job as a mason’s
helper on a building Mr. Dingledein was having constructed. ~This was hard work for
Goelz ; but he made himself generally useful until a vacancy was offered him in the yard
of his friend, the coal dealer. He lived in the house with his employer, acting as clerk,
driver and doing the chores about the premises in general, for a considerable time with-
out other remuneration than his board and clothing.

The face of the baker’s lass had haunted him all along, and about this time the pre-
liminary took place and they were married, Mr. Dingledein, a8 a reward for his good and
faithfnl services, assisting Mr. Goelz to start a small grocery store on 8ixth avenue, be-
tween Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth streets, New York, where, by economy and industry,
he saved up a little money. Six months later Mr. Dingeldein with others, bought out
the Third avenue stage line from ‘“Charlie” Lent, the veteren stage owner and
driver, and continued the business under the firm name of Dingledein, Ryerson & Co.
Differences arising between the partners, Mr, Dingledein bought out their interests and
gave Mr. Goelz the position of purchaser of feed and stable supplies. Mr. Goelz soon
found the two positions more than he could attend to and, acting oo Mr. Dingledein’s
advice, gave up his grocery business and entered into the service of the stage line as
Foreman, which position he held for some yeurs,

When the Third avenue surface railway was built Mr. Goelz accepted the same posi-
tion with that company. 8till later, when the Forty-fourth street stage line was formed
be became associated as a partner with Dewey, Dingeldein & Co, This route, whicb ran
to Fulton street, was afterward sold to John G. Mills, who kept the line running, aud
in 1858 Mr. Goelz and his wife moved to Hoboken,

There he entered into partuership with Peter Mechler in a stage line, from Union Hill
to the foot of Hudson street, Hoboken, of which the following is & copy:
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*Article of agreement made the twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand eight handred
and fifty-eight, between Nicholas Goelz, of Union Hill, in the Township of North Ber-
gen, in the County of Hudson, New Jersey, of the one part, and Peter Mechler, of the
same place of the other part, as follows : The said parties above named have agreed to
become co-partners in business, and by these presents do agree to become co-pariners
together under and by the name, style, and firm of Goelz & Mechler, in the driving, run-
ning, and carrying on a line of stages for the carriage of passengers between Union Hill
and Hoboken in said County, and the doing of such other arts and other things as may
properly belong to said business, their said co-partnership to commence on the twenty-
fifth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and to that end and
purpose the said Nicholas Goelz has put into the sauid co-partnership, all the stock in
trade goods, chattels, and effects of the late firm of Ehler & Goelz, and the said Peter
Mechler, has put into the said co-partnership all the stock, horses, and stages, now
owned by him and used by him in the Jine of stages, between Union Hill and Hoboken
aforesaid, and which said goods, chattels, stock in trade, is to be used and employed in
common between them for the support and management of the said business to their
mutual benefit and advantage. And it is agreed by and between the parties to these
presents, that at times during the continuance of their co-partnership they and each of
them will give their attendance and do their and each of their endeavors, and to the
utmost of their skill and powers exert themselves for their joint interest profit, benefit
and advantage, and truly employ their joint stocks goods and chattels, horses and stages
coaches, and increase thereof in the business aforesaid, and also that they will at all
times during the continuance of said co-partnership bear pay and discharge equally,
between them, all rents and other expenses that may be required for the support, main-
tenance and management of the said business, and that all gains, profits, and increase
that shall come, grow or arise, from or by means of their said business, shall be divided
between them share and share alike, provided, however, that a certain debt due to Mr.
John Eblers of the sum of eleven thousand five huudred dollars, the same being the
amount due to him on a sale of his iuterest in the effocts, stock in trade, and goods and
chattels of Ehlers & Goelz, and which said debt the said copartnership hereby formed,
have assumed and agreed to pay as well as all other, the debts due and owing by said
Ehlers & Goelz, and also the debts owing by said Peter Mechler, which said debt to
said John Ehlers is to be paid out of the net earnings or profits of said copartnership
business before any division of profits of said co-partnership shall be made or declared
between said parties, and also all losses that shall happen to their said joint business by

*Note—l'rom the corner of Bergenline avenue and Kossuth street, Union Hill. On this site was the pas-
senger’s waiting room and stables ; and on top of this building there was a small bell-tower 1n which was a
bell that was rang every halt hour, to notify the inhabitants that the stages were about to wove. On this
gite stands the residence of Mr., Goelz, a large three-story frame house.
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accidents, bad debts, or from any other source or cause whatever, shall be borne and
paid between them equally share and share alike, and it is agreed by and between the
said parties that there ghall be had and kept at all times during the continuance of their
said co-partnership perfect, trne, joint and true hooks of account, wherein shall be
entered and set down as well, all moneys by them or either of them received, paid, laid
out, and expended in and about the said business, as also all horses, carriages, goods and
chattels by them or either of them, bought or sold, by reason or on account «f the said
co-partnership businese, and all other matters ov things whatsoever to the said business
and the management thereof in any wise belonging, which faid books shall be used in
common between them, the said co-partuership; that either of them may have access
thereto, without any interraption or hindrance of the other; and also that the eaid
Nicholas Goelz and Peter Mechler shall receive all of said moneys so received by or be-
coming due to said co-partnership. and pay and discharge a'l claims, debts, and demands
against said co-partnership out of the earnings, produce, and profits thereof, and that
they, the said Nicholas Goelz and Peter Mechler, shall also have the control and manage-
ment of the buying and selling of all horses, stage coaches, feed, and other things be-
longing to or necessary for the management and proper conduct of said buxiness, and
alsno that any and all notes, bonds, contracts or evidence of debts which shall or may
be necessary to make, sign or execute for the said joint business, shall be doue. made and
executed by the said Nicholas Goelz or Peter Mechler in the said firm name of Goelz &
Mechler, and all money to be drawn from said business or the profit thereof by the said
Goelz & Mechler shall be drawn through and paid to him by the said Goelz or Mechler,
and also the said co-partners, once in every year or oftener if necessary, shall make, yield
and render each to the other a true, just and perfect inventory and account of all profits
and increase by them or either of them made, had and received and of all losses by
them or either of them sustained, and also of all payments, receipts, disbursements and
all these things by them made, received, disbursed. scted, done or suffered in their
co-partnership and business, and the same account so made shall and will c'ear, adjust
pay and deliver each to the other st the tine their just share of the profits 8o made as
aforesaid. And the said co-partners hereby mutually convenant and agree to and with
each other that during the eontinuance of the said co-partnership neither of them shall
nor will endorse any note or otherwise become bail or security for any person or persons
whomsoever, without the enmsent of the other of said co-partners. And st the deter-
mination of their en-partnership, the said co partners shall and will make a true, just
and final account of all things relating to their said business, and in all things traly
adjust the same, and all and every the stock, and stock in trade as well as the gaius and
increase thereof, which shall appear to be remaining, either in money, goods, chattels,
wares, fixtures, debts and otherwise, shall be divided between them, share and share
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alike, after first paying all the debts, liabilities, demands due and owing from said co-
partvership, whether the same be the debts of this co-partnership or the debts due to
said John Ehlers or any other debt chargeable to said co-partnership or assumed by it
as hereinbefore mentioned. And it is farther mutually agreed that the co-partnership
hereby formed and eutered into shall continue and be in force for and until the full end
of two years from this date, and that if either of said parties shall be desirous of termin-
ating the said co-partnership at the end of said two years, he shall give due notice in
writing to the other party of his intention so to do, which notice shall be served on the
said party, to whom the same is directed, at least three months prior to the end and
expiration of said two years. And if no such notice shall be served by either of said
parties on the other, the said co-partnership shall be from thence continued one year
longer, and to be terminated by notice served in like manuner as above mentioned. and
shall 8o continue from year to year, until terminated by the service of said uotice to take
effect at the end of the then current year.
In witness whereof, the said parties have herennto set their hands and seal, the

day and year first above written. Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of

T. Harvey Lyoxs,

N. GorLz,

P. MECHLFR.

At that time three ferries landed there; one each from Canal, Christopher, and Bar-
clay streets, New York, and the traffic was heavy. This was an enterprising stage line,
aud the firm of Goelz & Mechler made money very rapidly; and as the ideas of the times
began to change, and railroads graduvally superceded the stages, Mr. Goelz began, with
the restless desire for improvements that has been one of his distinguishing characteris-
tics throughout his career, to reek out a railroad that should be the best of its kind.

So, iu the fall of 1859 Mr. Goelz called upon the late John H. Boun, who afterwards
became its President, to negotiate for a railroad from Nineteenth Street, Weehawken, to
the foot of Washington Street, Hoboken. Mr Bonn approved of Mr. Goelz's idea; but
not until he gave ample proof that such astupendous and doubtful financial undertaking
would pay. The innovation was opposed by many prominent property owners in much
the same spirit and from the same luck of enterprise and opposition to everything new,
that marks the opposition to the introduction of the electric system to-day in Hoboken;the
same spirit with which some of the residents of Central avenue opposed the introduc-
tion of an elevated cable rcad in that thoroughfare. It was only after a long and costly
and bitter contest, that the railway was built, and the obstructionists who fought to
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chain the wheels of progress confessed themselves in the wrong. Where would Hobo-
ken and other enterprisicg towns in its vicinity be to-day but for its street cars lines ?

Taking as associates the late President John H. Bonn, of the North Hudson Company,
and M. Jacob Schweitzer, a wealthy brewer, who died some years azo, Mr. Goelz
built the road which then ran from about Nineteenth Street, Weehawken, to the foot of
Washington street, Hoboken. The first rail was laid on or about August 31, 1860, and
the railroad completed December 1st, 1860.  The cars were stacted to run on December
15th, 1860, and at the same time the stages were taken off, but continued to run from
Union Hill to 19th street, Weehawken, the starting point of the Hoboken aud
Weehawken Horse Car Railway. It was only a single track road, with turn-outs;
but faulty and antiquated as it would now appear to modern eyes, it made the fortunes
of those whose pluck, energy and perseverance carried their idea through to completion.
Some idea may be had of the difticulties they had to content against, when it is known
that every car that passed over the road was obliged to pay toll on the old plankroad.

Abhout two years later, 1862, the road was extended up the Boulevard to Lewis St., Union
Hill. About seventeen years ago, when the Boulevard was graded, the road was rebunilt
with double tracks, and cars were ran on ten (10) minutes headway at that time. The
cars came up the hill on a road of the company’s from the foot of the Hill to Palisade
and Hoboken Avenues, to where the present elevator is now located at Palisade Aveuue
and Ferry Street. The drawing of the cars up the Hill required the services of four
horses, and was necessarily very slow; but the progressive minds of the late Mr. John
H. Bonn and Nicholas Goelz soon devised other means of obviating the difficulty. In1874
a steam elevator was built (the first one in this country) by which the cars (with horses
attached) were taken up the hill in one minute. They secured the services
of Mr. J. J. Endres, enginecr, who made the plans for the elevator as well as
superintended its construction. The elevator proved a great success, and was the
indirect cause of the building up of old Hudson City so quickly. The rapidly increasing
population made it imperative for the compauy to devise sume other means of traunspor-
tation, as the old elevator’s yeais of usefuluess had passed.

In 1884 the officers of the company, therefore, decided to build an elevated road from the
Hoboken Ferry to Jersey City Heights, thus dispensing with the inclined plane and
stationary engine formerly employed at the head of Ferry Street for elevating cars and
borses from the base to the summit of the Heights, the drawing of the plans and the
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kind of structure to be erected, being again confided to Engineer Endres, and the result
was the structure which stands to-day as a model of engineering skill, overcoming the
greatest difficulties of builling an iron stracture ninety-eight (98) feet high, through a
marsh where solid bottom could be only reached, in some places, at a depth of ecighty
(80) fect. The motive power used on the elevated railway was a cable, furnished by John
A. Roebling, Sons Companv, of New York. But the largest part of the operating
mechanism was made 'by Poole & Hunt, Baltimore, Md. Thus the company has the
proud distinction of having constructed the first elevated cable railway in the United States.

The next move of the company was to turn its attention northward and devise some
means of rapid transit for the northern part of the countr, the result of which was the
building of the Gigantic Elevators at the West Shore ferry, opposite Forty-second
Street, New York, and viaduct to the brow of the Pslisades, one hundred and fifty-four
(154) feet high and about eight hundred (870) feet long, on which the steam roxd runs
to Guttenberg, and which is at present being extended to Fort Lee.

The “Scientific American” speaks of this gigantic elevator as follows :

A passenger on one of the ferryboats leading to or from the upper portion of New
York, or upon obe of the numerous vessels passing up or down the Fudson, will notice
on the Jersey shore aljoining the West Shore Railroad station at Weehawken, a tall
tower, communicating by a viaduct with the bluff, a few hundred feet distant. The
tower is the passenger elevator of the North Hudson County Railway, and this, to-
gether with the viaduct communicating with the railway, will save the people living in
Weehawken, the Town of Union, and the residents of the northern portion of Hudson
County ganerally, the laborious ascent of the Lluff by stage or on foot. The regular
trains on the railways are to run out on the viaduct to the elevator landing, so that there
will be a direct transfer of passengers from tha elevator cars to the trains. This great
work adjoins the grounds of the El Dorado—the magnificent spectacular summer show
—and sffords accommodations to the thousands who flock to this place of amusement in
the summer season.

The wrought iron work for the tower anl viaduct was furnished by the Passaic Roll-
ing Mills, and the elevator machinery and cars are supplied by Otis Brothers, of elevator
fame, from designs furnished by Thomas E. Brown, Jr., engineer, under the specifioa-
tions furnished by Mr. Edward A. Trapp, engineer of the North Hudsoa County Rail-
road Company. '
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The tower has a base of 45 feet 6 inches by 60 feet, measuring from the centre of the
columns; the top of the tower is 45 feet by 61. In the construction of the viaduct and
tower, 2,000 tons of steel were used. The tower reaches to a height of 197 feet above
the water level, and the lift of the elevators is 148 feet. There are three independent
elovator cars, each 21 foet 6 inches, 12 foot 6 inches, and 10 feet high. Each car is sus-
peunded in a steel frame formed of an angle and chanuel iron; the cables, eight in num-
ber, are attached to these frames, as ave also the safety devices. Each car is provided
with eight soven-eighths inch cracibla steel cables, six of which are attached to the
hoisting machinery, and two to th» counterbalance weights.

The hydraulic elevator cylinders are 38 inches in diameter and 2 inches thick,
provided with flanges 50 inches in diamoter, and made in sections of 9 feet in length.
The pistons of the hydraulic cylin iers are each provided with two steel rods 41 inches
in diameter and 35 feet long. The pistons are geared by means of cables and sheaves
in such a manner as to cause the car t» move six feet for every foot of the travel of tha
piston. Each piston is provided with an automatic stop;ing device, which arrests the

motion of the car independently of the coaluctor whou the car has reached the end of
its travel. :

The car slides on wooden guide straps 6x8 inches, formed on three sections of yellow
pine, and each car carries a safety device, consisting of three pairs of cutlers upon each
side of the car, arranged to bite into the w»ooden guide when the car attains a speed
above normal. The lower cutters are separated, producing grooves in the wood and the
uppar cutters, which are straight, cat off the grooved surface as the car descends, the
rasistance of these two sets of catters bzaing sufficient to arrest the car very quickly, but
not so suddenly a3 to cause any shock.

In the test of this safety device, a car with a load of 36,000 pounds was released.
The safety device arrested the motion of the car during a descent of 23 isches. In
aunother test. where the car was given a 12-inch heidway, it was arrested by the safety de-
vice Lefore it had fallen 19 inches.

The hydraulic pistons are operated by the combined action of the gravity of water and
pressure exerted upon the column of water by an air cushion in the tank at the top of
the tower. This tank is cylindrical in form, 78 inches in diameter and 40 feet long. It
is made of half-inch steel, and has a'cupacity of 10,000 gallons.

There is an auxiliary tank at the base of the tower, having a capacity of 1,200 gal-
lons, which is 42 inches in diameter and 15 feet long.  The auxiliary taok is little more



14. HISTORY OF THE NORTH HUDSON COUNTY RAILWAY,

than a huge air chamber. The riser which conveys the water to and from the tank
above is 15 inches in diameter. Two Worthington compound pumping engiunes supply
water under pressure to these tanks. The high and low pressure steam cylinders are
respectively 16 and 29 inches in diameter; the water cylinders are 12 inches in dia-
meter, and the stroke is 18 inches. These pumping engines each have a capacity of
1,000 gallons a minute. As there is generally a leakage of air from tanks and pipes, an
air-pumping attachment is provided for each pump, to maintain the air vequired for the
cushion in the tanks. The boilers which supply these pumps are three in nuwber, of
the type known as tha “Scotch” boiler. They are, in fact, like the boilers used on the
ocean steamships, except as to size. They are each 9 feet in diameter and 12 feet long,
made of 11-16 inch steel, with 36-inch corrugated steel furnaces. Of the three boilers
mentioned, one is a reserve.

The pressure maintained in the upper tank is 100 pound per square inch ; this, added
to the pressure due to the height of the column of water, makes a total of about 186
pounds of pressur.: per square inch exerted on the hydraulic pistons.

Each elevator has a capacity of 20,000 pounds raised 200 feet per minute ; each car
will carry 135 passengers, or a total of 400 passcngers for each trip of the three cars.
The average is 100 passengers per minute, or of 60,000 per day of ten hours, almost
150,000 in twenty-four hours.

These elevators are the largest in the world. The Mersey Tunnel passenger eleva-
tors are next in s'ze. They have a lift of 70 to 80 fect, aud carry about half the num-
ber of passengers.

And now comes the most painful period of the North Hudson County Railway’s
career. Just as he was about to be crowned with success, the death of Mr. Bonn
took place ; too soon to see the great work, which had been commenced in conjunction
with, and carried almost to completion by Mr. Goelz’s untiring cnergy, crowned with
entire success.

Mr. Goelz can look back over his thirty-nine (39) years of hard labor and proudly
exclaim: “My work is well done, and I have not lived in vain;” for, from its earliest
days tothe present time, Mr. Goelz has been superinvtendent of the company.

When bho landed in this country he possessed but a small purse of florins, hardly
aggregating thi'rty (830) dollars in United States money ; but by his indomitable pluck,
by steady industry, and unconquerable perseverance, he has amassed a fortune estimated

at overm WM (mm; but with this wealth at his command,
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he is still the same unpretentions, unostentatious, plain, venerable old gentleman, Mr.
Nicholas Goelz.

Equally plain and simply in his social and domestic arrangements as in his outward
and public duties, Mr. Goelz’s residence is a three-story building on Bergenline Avenue,
Union Hill on the very site formerly occupied by the old stage stables, about thirty-five
(35) years ago. Mr. Goelz is a free mason, he having been admitted to membership in
Germania Union, No. 54, F. & A. M,, of New York, in 1800, and in 1869 of Palisade
Lodge, No. 84, Union Hill. In the latter lodge he he!d the position of treasurer
for fourteen (14) years.

Having thus given the particulars attending the bLirth, parentage, early life and
struggle of the obscure boy of Karlstadt and hLis conuection and identity with the old
Hoboken and Weehawken Horse Railroad Company and the Hudson County Railway,
from its inception in 1860, to its present stupendous proportions, we will now proceed
to sketch some of the prominent characters who have become identified with the growth
and prosperity of this truly wonderful railroad. The life of the late John H. Bonn and
his connection with the road, as its first president, will, we are ccrtain, prove both timely
and appropriate in this particular portion of our History.

‘4.
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John H. Bonn was born on September 14, 1829, in the City of Norden, East Fries-
land, in the extreme north-west of Germany. He received a good education, first at the
city schools, then at a classical high-school, and in later years under private teachers.
After having made a voyage to the Isle of Java, East Indies, with his father who, for
many years had been master of vessels in the East India trade, he attended a nautical
school near Rotterdam, Holland, and passed an examination before the Royal Commis-
sion in Amsterdam, obtaining the first degree. In the fall of 1845 he entered a shipping,
banking and commercial house in Emden, a city in his native provioce. Here he re-
mained five years. Having received a thorough commercial education, in October, 1840.
he came to the United States with a view to gain more experience in commercial affairs,
and he soon found employment as book-keeper and English and French correspondent
in a large Greek shipping house. Visiting North Hudson County accidentally in the
summer of 1852, he was favorably impressed by its advantageous position, as also by its
beautiful scenery, and, having received means from his father, invested in real estate,
part of which he laid out in town lots. These investments prolonged his stay, and
finally influenced him to make this country his home, of which he became a citizen. In
the spring of 1856, after having made an extensive tour of eight months through the
greater part of the United States and Canada, he visited his relatives in Europe (his
parents being then dead,) and there in October, 1856, married Miss Angelina Baujer, of
Emden, East Friesland. In April, 1857, they came to America, and lived first in Wee-
hawken, then in Hoboken, and since 1857 have resided at their present home in
Weehawken Township, which had been once owned by Daniel Webster, the great
Massachussetts statesman. They had eleven children, four of whom died young and
seven of whom are living, four sons and three daughters,

Both Mr. Bonn and his wife and their ancestors belonged to the Lutheran Church.
Mr. Bonn was not a member of any Masgonio or kindred society. He was a member of
the first board of Regents of the Hudson County Hospital. The “German-Ame:ican
Cyoclopedia,” a work of slaven volumes, and the first of that character in the United
States in the German language, was brought out chiefly by his aid, under the editorship
of his old friend, Professor A. J. Schem, who diad some years ago. Mauny thousand
copies of the work wera sold in the United States. Mr. Bonn had no inclination for and
never held political office except in 1857. when he was elected on both tickets as Super-
intendent of Public Schools in old North Bergen Township, which then contained five
schools. In 1868 he was appointed under the legislative act by ex-Governor Bedle, then
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jndge, one of the seven commissioners, to lay out and improve public avenues on the
elevated part of Hudson County, and made chairman of the board. A printed report
and maps were presented proposing a system of avenves by straightening, widening and
connecting roads and providing for their improvement. The plan, although very favor-
ably received by the public and approved by the Board of Freeholders and by the
Legislature of the State of 1869, was, however. never carried out, owing to a variety of
causes,  Much regret was afterwards expressed that the project was not accomplished,
as the growth in population and wsalth in Hudson County has been and continues to be
hindered by the want of good roads throughout its length. Its proximity to New York,
its beautiful and healthy location offer snperior advantages as a place of residence
and business, but it has no roads worthy the name. TIn 1872 Mr. Bonn was appointed
by the leg'slature one of the three commissioners to widen and improve Bulls Ferry Road,
from Nineteenth Street, Weehawken, northerlv. and to build a main sewer to the Hud-
son River. and was made chairman of the hoard.  The improvement was completed in
1874 and 1875.

Outside of his real estate business, Mr. Bann waa principally occupied in building and
operating street railroads in the northern half of Hudson County. The enterprise com-
menced in 1859 finally resulted in an entire system of roads radiating from the Hoboken
Ferrv in all directions. As early as 1864, cars were run hy steam on one of the lines,
but this was abandoned on account of the steepuess of the hill and other good reasons,
Mr. Bonn was the first and ounly president of the old company, and was up to the time
of hia death President of the North Hudson County Railway, in which the cld com-
panv was conrolidated in 1865.

Tt is proper to add that the establishmeunt and developement of the North Hudson
Connty Railwav aystem has been Mr. Bonn's life work, from early manhood he has given
it his undivided attention. At the ontset obstaclas to be overcome were great. The
Citv of Hohoken was then little more than a conntry village, and the same may be said
of Audson City, now known as Jersey City Heights. North of this the countrv wus only
sparsely gettlad. The railroad was built over 2 daep swamp surrounding Hoboken, up
ateep hill-sides and along rough and very uneven eruntry roads, neither macadamized
nor paved, which the company had to supply themselves. besides spending large sums
of mouey for grading and blasting to secure a proper road-bed. 1In the course of time
the tracks wera removed frequently to permit public improvements under aund on the
streets, and replaced again. Most of the tracks had thus to be laid three times. But
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Mr. Boun foresaw that this was the site for a great and prosperous city, and this enconr-
aged him to undertake tho long and laborious task.  He did unot, however, foresee the
narrow minded and short-sighted policy of the large landed proprietors, which seriously
retarded the justly expected inerease of population.

In building up his system of railroads he acted on the principle that a new line
should be built slightly in advance of actual present necessity; that the conveniences, com-
fort and safety of passengers should he duly ¢ nsidered and promptly provided for, and
that improvements in the mode of transportation should be made whenever possible. A
natural desire and an effort to please and accommodate the travelling public have been
the controling elements of his managements.

While ever watchful of the interest of his company, he never demanded from the State
favors or privileges, which, in his own judgment, ought not to be granted, and always
had due regard to the interest and wishes of the public. He not dnly designed and
_studied the general plan of the work, but was equally familiar with all its details. He had
the determined will, quick perception, the courage and perseveramce which characterize
the man of executive ability.

These qualities, coupled with an active and well trained mind and a strong sense of
justice, have enabled him to overcome great difficulties and to lead his company safely
through trying, and often very discouraging circumstances, until it has become a prosper-
ous institution, which commands general resvect and is freely acknowleged to have
done more to develop the growth and prosperity of the northern half of Hudson County
than any other.

Mr. Bonn’s death, which occurred on November 15th, 1891, proved as undoubted a
set-back, though sinee entirely surmounted by able administrative ability, to the plans
and projects of the management, as it was deeply felt and unfeignedly regretted by his
more immediate relatives and a large circle of friends and admirers.
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OFFICERS AND INCORPORATORS

——OF THE——

HOBOKEN AND WEEHAWKEN

HORSE CAR RAILWAY.
1860.

JOHN H. BONN, President,
NICHOLAS GOELZ, Superintendent,
CHARLES SPEILMAN, Secretary,
JACOB SCHWEITZER, Treasurer.
WILLIAM HEXAMER, PETER MECHLER.

CHARLES F. TAG.

Mr. Bonn was succeeded by Mr. Charles F. Tag as second President of the company.
Taking the management of the road inl;o his hands on November 16, 1891, he held the
position but one month; for, on becoming aware of the arduous nature and amount of
work required to conscientiously discharge the duties of the office, he resigned on De-
cember 17th, 1891, leaving no record behind him which would prove eithar interesting
‘or instructive to the readers of this History.
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S. BAYARD DOD.

Mr. Dod was the third President of the North Hudson County Railway Company and
assumed the Management of the Road on December 18th, 1891. He might very
properly be styled the Electrical President, as he was the first to introduce Electricity
on this Railroad. How well he suceeeded will be seen further on.

When Mr. Dod took hold of the management of the affairs of the North Hudson
Railroad Company the road had been run down and demoralized to some extent through
frequent changes of management, and its condition was complicated and unsatisfactory
to both patrons and stockholders. To-day it is satisfactory to both. The elevated
railroad has been extended to the Court House and entirely re-equipped. Tts
handsome and comfortable cars, run by electricity, were built by the J. G. Brill
Company and are mounted on their Eureka Maximum-Traction Trucks, as well the cars
used on the surface railway, and are mounted on Brill No. 21 Trucks, and its rapid and
sure transit mukes it one of the most satisfactorv roads in America. This was the first
completely equipped elevated electric railroad in the country. It was tried asan experi-
ment at first. It was a success, and will eventually beecome, in all probability, a model
for all elevated rapid-transit lines thronghout the country.

This is but a small part, however, of the remarkablv useful system of street railwav
that this company has built up in Hoboken. Following the introduction of electricity
as a motive power on the elevated railroad, the company cut through the rocks and con-
nected the surface lines with the steam railroads at Eldorado. Then the Bull's Ferry
Road was eqnipped with electricity and the right of way secured for the steam road
through t» the Bergen County line. Followina this at a cost of nearly $1,000,000, the
company securad a private right of way through Fourteenth Street, with a terminus at
the ferry which surpasses that of any road in the matter of safoty and convenience to
passengers. It was during this period of advancement in the company that the ohnoxions
little “‘jizger” cars were taken off Washington Street and in their stead were placed the
large, well-ventilated and comfortable cars which are to-day in use. Another improve-
ment—which has attracted the attention of street-car men from Boston, Syracuse,
Buffalo, Philadelphia and Baltimore—is the remarkable complete transfer system which
Mr. Dod originated and put in practice. By this svstem one fare, with the ex-
tension of the privileges asked for and desired, this would be made infinitely more
comfortable in nearly every case, being accomplished without change of car, taking the
citizen of Hoboken to almost any place he wants to go in the city, and make the city
the best provided city with rapid transit of any city in the country.
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In all this it has been the policy of the company to use the best and safest methods
possible. \Whea Mr. Dod was elected President there was a contract between the North
Hudson Company and the people of West Hoboken to huild an elavated road from the
Fourteenth Street Ferry, Hoboken. to West Hoboken. This the directors changed vol-
untarily to a traction road, as much safer and more satizfactory to their patrons,

The company uses the trolley, but is not satisfiad with it, as a ree -nt latter from the
management to & prominent resident of Jersey City ghows.  Tu this letter, which con-
carns the privil-ges which the North Hulson County Railway Company was asking of
Jersey City and West Hoboken to run trolley cars on their roaud to conneet with the
elevated road at Palisade Avenue, a gentleman, who represented the management, savs:

“The arrangement in reference to ihe running of cars and the transfer of passengers is
Tery inconvenient, yet any change depends upon our ability to obtain privileges from
West Hoboken and Jersey City for the adoption of electricity on the surface road. As
870n as this can be done we propose to make a brauch of our electric road bring the
electric cars which now run on that road to tha surface on Palisade Avenue aud send
them alteroately northward to West Hoboken and southward to JJersey City. Thus we
will b3y enahled to put a passenger in the car at the depot in Hobokeun aund carry him
home without a change of car at all.

“T know the general prejudice that exists in the public mind against the trolley system.
I. mvself, do not think it the best system, but it is the only practicable one It is really
no more dangerous, if care is taken in the construction and maintenance of the line, than
cable cars would be. The time is not very distant, I believe, when the trolley wire will
be put under ground. Whenever that can be doneit will be areatly to the interest of
railrond comoanies to do so. At present it is impossible, and it seems a pity to cling
fast to the slow and laborious horse-power, because we have not electricity in the most
perfect form we could desire.”

Ttseems to have been the policy of the management of the North Hudson County Railway
Company to do two things. First. to give their patrons the quickest transit possible.
Second, to make them as comfortable as lies within their pywer. To do this, they have
done away with horse power, as far as the extensicns of the privilege of u<ing electricity
have been granted, have connected their lines, and by the extensive transfer system, send
their patrons in any direction over connecting lines; ard the power to extend the trolley
lines through Hoboken would ba a great hoon ts the thon=ands of ¢itizens who do
business in New York and who would not hive to wake any trasfers betweon their
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homes and the ferry.  This and the certainty that the cars would be run exactly on
schedule time, insuring their “catchiag the boat,” would relieve the Hoboken man doing
business in New York, of one of the most annoying features of life in the suburbs, that
of being delayed on the way home.

Mr. Do resigned the Presidency of the North Hudson County Railway Company
July 20th, 1893, on account of the demands of his other business interests, but the work
he has done for the comfort and convenience of the patrons of the road in Hoboken is a
monument not only to his public spirit and executive ability, but to the broad minded
policy of the road. Few, if any, cities in the United States of the size of Hoboken will
be so well provided with railroad facllities for reaching all points within their borders
in ehort time aund a comfortable manner.
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MYLES TIERNEY.

MYLES TTERNEY was elected President of the North Hudson County Railway on
July 18th, 1893, and is the fourth President of the Company.

Mr. Tierney is by birth a Pennsvlvanian. is about sixty years of age, having come to
Jersey City when about seventeen vears of nge and located at Communipaw with his
uncle, Mr. Mvles McCartin.  After the death of his uncle he leased a small farm at
Communipaw in 1860. and cultivated it for truck gardening until about 1868, when he
sold out and went to Jersey City and opened business there, as a eontractor and builder,
in 1869.

Mr. Tiernev chtnined his first contract from Jersey Citv, for vaving South street, the
sama vear, throngh a friend and a contractor named Babcock. Mr. Tierney has been
very suceessful ag a contractor and made money very rapidly. Some of the largest con-
tracts Mr. T'ernav made were the mason work on the Sfecond, Third and Sixth Avenues
Flevated Railroads, Harlem Rridge and Washingten Bridge. He also built the aqueduct
for the Hackensack Water Company of Hudson Countv, and has filled contracts in
Rochester, Boston, and in fact, all over the country wherever the services of a practicenl
and responsible man are required.

Mr. Tierncy is at present engaged in building a railroad from Hoboken Ferry at
Fourteenth street to West Hoboken. This road 1s better known as the Hillside Road
snd when completed. will te very advantageous to the inhabitants of that town and the
Heights in eenaral, and js certain to result in the building up and populating of all North
Hudson. This road will bs another addition to the manv valuable improvements that
have been made by the North Hudson County Railway Cempany. Mr. Tierney has not
been long enouoh in the Company’s service to make a record that would be interestivg
tn the reader of this work.

Mr. Tierney was interviewed some time ago Ly a representative of the Fvening News,
in regard to his plauns in the line of improvement. Said he: “T am a new broom and,
like ull new brooms, very apt to sweep very clean at first; but, then, Mr. Dod has so
thoroughly and snccessfully managed the affairs of the company, that there is little left
for me, but to follow in his foot-steps.”

Mr, Tierney is an honest, trustworthy man in all his business transactions and what-

ever ha eaye, thot be will do: all can depend npon that much.
L]
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OFFICERS

——OF THE——

NORTH HUDSON COUNTY
RAILWAY.

1893.

MYLES TIERNEY, President, H. J. BONN, Vice President,
J. F. W. MANGELS, Treasurer,

F. J. MALLORY, Secretary, W. C. DOUBLEDAY, Assist. Secretary.

— o3 MPic—
— —
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W. C. DOUBLEDAY was employed by the North Hudson County Railway Com-
pany on February 1st, 1886, and through his unceasing attention to business and faith-
ful. trustworthy performance of duty was elected assistant secretary of the Company in
1891, and has held that position ever since. Mr. Doubleday is a very active business
mau, and, through his energy and application to work, has made many friends.

There is no doubt the Company appreciates men of Mr. Doubleday's extensive exveri-
ence, sterling uprightness and trustworthy abilities. He is a credit to himself and the
company properly appreciate his services.

A. K. BANTA, the electrical engineer and superintendent of the electric system of
the North Hudson County Railway, is another selection of the company that has proved
a credit to the man and a valuable addition to this new system of motor power used on
this railroad. Mr. Banta was formerly employed as superintendent of the Hudson Elec-
tric Light Company, and when this new system was approved by the President of the
road, Mr. 8. B. Dod, who resigned on July 18th, 1893, Mr. Banta was unanimously elec-
ted superintendent of the entire system.

Since the management of this system was placed in the hands of Mr. Banta, he has
made many valuable changes and introduced many new plans of electrical engineering,
which have since been adopted by the company and carried to their utmost completion
There is no doubt but that some day we will hear of this new system of electricitv being
adopted on the steam railroad of this company that runs from the elevator at the West
Shore ferry to Guttonberg ; and is at present being extended to Fort Lee. There is no
doubt when that time comes. and it is in the near future, Mr. Banta will show us the
worth of electricity, and the amount of his genius to handle the same. The company
kno“s this and also the worth of the man.

GEORGE M. GOELZ foreman of the Car Stables, which cover half a block on
Blooonfield. Ga-den and Ferry strests at Hoboken, is a brother of Mr. Nicholas Goelz.

Mr. George Goelz came into the service of the Company about twenty-five years ago
and has acted as foreman almost continually since.  He first served in the old stabless
that were located on the meadows, May 28, 1871, and after the new stables were com-
pleted on Ferry street in 1875, he resumed his position and has held it ever since.

Mr. Goelz has three hundred and filty horses in charge, and runs thirty-four cars.
The employces of the Railroad consider Mr. Goelz a favorite among them, and M.
Goelz tries to perpetuate good feelings among them all. The Company has a good. hon-
est and trustworthy foreman in Mr. Goelz, and there is no doubt they appreciate his
services.
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ALBERT SAILLET was employed by the North Hudson County Railway Company
in 1862 and has continued, without intermission, for the past thirty-one years to give his:
service to the best interests of the company. He was first emplnyed as a laborer, then
driver of a car, and afterwards became a conductor. He took charze of the stables at
West Hoboken as Foreman and Veterinary Surgeon in 1869, and has held that position
with credit to himself to the present time (1893). it is worth mentioning that Mr. Sail-
let bas lost but thirty days in the thirty-one years of his employment with the company.
He is well liked by all with whom he comes in contact in pursnance of his duties, and is
better known as “Doc” among the employees of the road. He is honest in all his busi-
ness transactious, and diecharges his duty with promptitude and satisfaction.

M. A. STARR who was manager of the North Hudson County Railway, is a young
man and has no record worthy of special mention at the present time, but there is no
doubt he will make his mark in railway matters. “His only experience was with the
Erie Railroad, where he served fifteen years as superintendent of the station. There is-
no doubt but we will hear of his usefalness in the near future.

HENRY C. WITMER, who is foreman of the repair shop at Union Hill, is another
valuable addition to the Company’s corps of manual artizans. Mr. Witmer first served as
eacineer on the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1859, and continued with that company until
1862, when he enlisted in the army, and served in the United States Military Service on
railroads uutil 1865, when he was mustered out, and returned home. He was again em-
ployed on the Pennsylvania Railroad as engineer, and served thirteen years, when he re-
signed, and went in the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad as foreman of the shops.
This position he also gave up, and accepted a like one with the West Shore Railroad
much agsinst his wishes. Subsequently he was employed by the North Hudson County
Railroad Company.  Mr. Witmer has been foreman in the shops of some of the largest
railroads in the country and, in every case the position sought the man, and not the man
the position. The company is very fortunate in securing the services of such men, and

it is owing to this fact that we seldom read of an accident on the North Hudson County
Railroad.
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THE HILLSIDE RAILROAD is ancther enterprise of the Nortk Hudson County
Railwvay Company, and will certainly perform ar important part in building up West
Hoboken and the northern part of the County.

This road will start from the Fourteenth street ferrv, Hoboken, through a private way
secured by the company to Willow avenue, to Fifteenth ctreet, and through that thor-
oughfare to the foot of the Palisades, then turn southward on an incline road built of
yellow pine to thirteenth street, then westward over a bridge built by the Pennsylvania
Steel Company over the tracks of the West Shore and New York and Lake Erie Rail-
roads, then northerly about one-eighth of a mile on a turn, then southerly on an incline
to the Palisades. The road on Fifteenth street and from the elevation at thirteenth
street is built on terra-firma.

THE STEAM RAILROAD of the North Fudson County Railway that runs from
the elevator at the West Shore ferry to Guttenberg. was bnilt in 1890, and put in work-
ing operation April 20th, 1892.

It is certainly of great advantage to the inhabitants of West New York and Gutter-
berg. One may walk along the tracks of this railroad and look to the east or west and
behold in full the growth and advancement of a prosperous growing city in the nesr
future.

When you get to Guttenberg, about one quarter of a mile this side of the race track,
the road branches off to Fort Tee. and is under construction at the present time (1893),
with its stone ballast bed and Georgia yellow pine ties and fine steel rails. When com-
plete, this road will be the best equipped road in the State of New Jersey. The
company may well feel proud that they secured the services of Mr. Rehl, the contractor
of this road.

The running capacity of the old branch from the ¢levator at the West Shore ferry to
Guttenberg is twenty passenger cars, which were built by the Gilbert Car Manufactur-
ing Company of New York. The locomotives used on the rcad number eight, and were
built by the H. K. Porter and Company, of Pittsburgh, Pa. The cars are equipped with
the Eames vacuum brake, the simplost and best form of power brake in the world. 1t
is operated by steam from the locomotive and is under the direct control of the engineer,
who morves » handle to apply or release the brakes. The application may be made
lighty, or with full force, and the release is effected instantly. This brake is also used
on nll elevated roads in New York and Brooklyn, and on the Brooklyn Bridge.
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Stages ran for many years from Hackensack to Hoboken, by way of the Turnpike at
the southern border or the present Town of Union. In May, 1860, Goelz & Mechler an-
“nounced for their Hoboken and Union Hill Stage Line, a time table making known to
passengers at what hour they would run to North Hoboken and Dallytown, and st what
time the stage would make the direct trips through to Cox’s Cirner. The stages of this
firm and of the two proprietors acting ivdependently operated during several yeais.
These as they superceded hacks, were themselves superceded by the horse cars, and
tables were soon issued announcing the hours at which cars left the station, and the point
of connection, with Bergenline avenue and Union street, for Guttenberg. Car tracks
~ now run within the town from Bullsferry avenue along Lewis street and along Unjon
street to Bergenline avenue throughout its entire length.

The tunnel of the West Shors Railway passes under what is called the northern por-
tion of the town near the Union Township line, and ranges from the west to the east
boundaries, at a depth of more than forty fi ¢t from the surface. Gommunication is had
with the city by hoise cars ghing every ten minutes, by way through Union strect and
Bullsferry avenue, via elevator to Hoboken.  The cars on their return from Hoboken,
use the tracks on Liawis street.  Cars to Gattsnbers leave the connection (Union street)
every half hour.  Access by the way of the West Shore Ferry adds much to the
saving of time in reaching the city.

It is uuderstood that when the trolley system is in operation all over the routes of the
N. H. C. R. R. Co. in this county, the company will erect on the site of the present car
stiles in West Hoboken an immense brick building which will be known as the “Motor
House,” and in which the electric motors will be housed when not in service. The
house will be built to accommodate 100 motors, which the company, it is said, intends
purchasing. The motors will be of the latest improved kind and will cost $5,000 each.



Hebeken frem 1630 te 1893.

This pleasant city and port of entry is situated on the Hudson River, opposite the
northern portion of the city of New York, with which there is frequent communication
via steam ferries. Hoboken i8 directly north of Jersey City and south of the village of
Weehawken, the famous dueling-ground where the lamented Hamilton received his
death-wound.

The Jand upon which Hoboken now stands was very early settled, spreial privileges
being conferred upon those whn took up the land at the start. The privileges, however;
were all carefully confined to the members of the West India Company, who, for a con-
sideration, have secured the control of this portion of the New Netherlands. (In Hon.
Charles H. Wintield’s Htstory of Hudson County there is found much matter of interest
in reference to the first settlers of Hoboken, and we have, by permission, relied upon
the work for our eatly data) Any member of the West India Company who should,
within four years from the date of announcement, plant a colony of fifty adults in any
part of New Netherlands, excepting the Island of Manhattan, was to be acknowledged
as a “ Patroon,” or the feudal chicf of the territory thus colonized. Each colony might
have lands sixteen miles in length on one side of a navigable river, or, if both banks
were occupied, eight miles on each side, extending as far back iuto the country “as the
situation of the occupiers will permit.” Each Patroon was promised a full title upon
condition that he should satisfy the Indiaur for the land taken by bim. If he founded a
city he was to have * power and authority to establish officers and magistrates there”
The mambers of the Company were not slow to avail themselves of the * privileges,” and
several tracts were at once occupiad. Among the number, Michael Pauw, Burgo-
master of Amsterdam and Lord of Achtienhoven, near Utrecht, finding the region on
the west shore, opposite Maunhattan Island, yet unappropriated, obtained, through the
Director and Councillors of New Netherland, on the 12th of July and 22d of November
1630, a desd from the Indians for land “called Hobocan Hackingh, lying over agaiust’
(opposite) the Island Manahatas.” The name in this deed, Hobocan Hackingh, is the
first that anv reference is made to Hoboken. 'The word is an Indian oue, and is said
t» mnaan tobaeco pipe. The name, ns given in the above deed, with it suftix, ‘“ Hack-
ingh,” signifying lands, gives us the land of the tobacco-pipe. Here the natives were
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accustomed to procure a stone, ont of which they carved pipes. “As (obacco was a
natural production of the country, the natives were great smokers Tobacco pouches
hung at their backs and pipes were their inseparable companions.” The authoritv above
quoted gives foirteen different ways of spelling Hoboken, viz.: Hobocan-Hacking, Ho-
bocan, Hoboken, Hobocken, Hobucken, Hobokina, Hoboquin, Hobuk, Hoebuck, Ho-
bock, Howbuck, Hoobock, Hoobook, and Hooboocken, and, num rous as they are, at
one time each was believed to be correct.

The purchase of November 22d, 1630, was one of vast importance, the shore, then as
now, being of great commercial value. The Indians held it in high estimation as a place
of resort, from which they conveyed their peltries directly across to the fort. Pauw,
Latinizing his name, bestowed it upon the district, and thenceforth it was called Pavonia,
Up to tbis time no settlement had been made on the west side of the river.  Great dis-
sensions grew out of Pauw’s possession of this territory, and in either 1634 or 1635 the
West India Company paid him 26,000 flurins for his interest in Pavonia.  Up to Febru-
ary 1643, no settlement had been made north of Hoboken, but at this time a farm-honse
and brew-house had been built and a bouwerie cleared and planted. Here Aert Teunis”
sen Van Putten. the first white resident in Hoboken, recided. On February 15th, 1640,
he had leased of Governor Kieft the farm for twelve years, from Jauuury 1st, 1641, for
which he was to give as rent ¢ the fourth sheaf with which God Almighty shall favor
the fiell.” He cleared the land, fenced the fields, erected the first brew-house in the
country, stocked the place with twenty-eight head of large cattle, besides hogs, goats
aund sheep, and planted a number of fruit trees. Vau Vorst, the former occupant of the
land, was unmarried and most likely lived at his father's in Harsimus. With a true
Datch farmer’s pride, Teunissen continued to improve his place until the war of 1643
broke out, when he, having gome out on a trading expadition, was killed near Sandy
Hook. His cattle and other stock were dustroved, his dwelling house, barns, and stacks
of grain burnt, the brew house alone remaining, On the 12th of March, 1645, his
widow, Susanva Jans, married Sybout Cleasen, a liouse carpenter in New Amsterdam.
He shortly afterward claimed a right to the possession of the bouwerie in the naw:e of
bis wife, but Governor Kieft leased it to Dirck Claeren, from Bremen, but tho lessce
soon abandoned the place, after which it remained unoccupicd for some time, and until
it came into the possession of Nicholas Verlet, who, in March, 1656, sold the frame of a
house at Hoboken to Michael Jarsen, and on the 28th of that month requested of the
Government six or eight soldiers t» aid him in getting it away. DBut the Indians claim-
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ing the frame (except the nails,) his request was refused on the ground that the Indians
might commence a fight which it was feared might become general.

On the return of the planters to their farms in Pavonia, there is no doubt but that
Verlet came with them. But it was not until the 5th of February, 1663, that he obtain-
ed from Stuyvesant a patent for the land. This was confirmed by Governor Carteret on
the 12th of May, 1668. Nicholas Bayard (whose widow Velet had married) was his
partner in the Secaucus tract, but it is not known that he was ever interested in Hobo-
ken. On the 19th of June, 1711, however, it came by purchase to the Bayard family,
who us -d it for a summer residence. The farm was worked by tenants, and greatly im-
pr ved through the liberality of its owners. In 1769 there was on it a garden of five
aeres fillod with a choice sslection of English fruit, such as peaches, pears, plums, cker-
ries, nectarines, and apricots; a large dwelling house, which Bayard occupied ae a sum-
mer residence, and another adjoining under the same roof used as a farm honse, with
convenient cellars and an ““extraordinary kitchen,” out-houses, a new smoke-house, fowl-
honse, a large stable with stalls for ten horses on one side, over which was a granary and
hay-loft which would hold twenty loads of hay. The Bayard mansion was ou Castle
Point or ““ Castile” and was burnt by the patriots on Saturday, the 24th of August, 1780,
and the firm laid waste. The owner at this time was William Bayard. This gentle-
man beirg a Loyalist, his property was confiscated, and on the 16th day of March, 1778
was sold to John Stevens.

In 1804 the place was laid out upon a map which was entitled “ A map of the New
City of Hoboken.” On the 20th of Muarch, 1804, Colonel Stevens advertised a four days
sale of eight hundred lots at Hoboken. ‘This sale was to be at public suction on Mon-
day, April 9th, at the Tontine Coffee House, New York; on Tuesday at Hoboken; on
Wednesdny at the Tontine Coffee House, and on Thursday at Hoboken. Ten per cent.
of the purcliase price was to be paid within ten day, the balance in four annual paymeuts,
the deed to be given on making the first annual payment. The purchasers wera
requested to meet at the Toutine on Saturday, the 14th of April, to give names to the
streets, cach person to have as mauy votes ae he had lots on the street to be
nawmed.-

On the 15th of April, 1814, Samuel Swartoat and his brother Robait purchascd a
large tract of land ut Hoboken. They immedintely commenced to reclaim the land by
erecting permanent dykes and openirg ditehes. Part of the land drained came under
successful cultivation. About ore hutdred cows were, in 1819, fed upon these reclaimed
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marshes, and their milk sent to New York markets. Grain of various kinds and vege-
tables in abundance were also raised. In 1819, their funds gave out, and they applied
to the Corporation of New Yotk for aid, but were not suce ‘ssful, and consequently, the
project was abandoned.

The Hoboken Land and Improvement Company was incorporated February 2lst,
1838, and on May 6th, 1839, the heirs of John Stevens conveyed to it the unsold prop-
erty. Colonel John Stovens was the founder of Hoboken, and was born in New York in
1749, and died in 1838. His grandfather, .John, was a native of England and came to
New York as one of the law officers of the Crown. His father, John, became a resident
of New Jersey, and married Elizabeth Alexander. He was at one time Vice-President
of the Council. Colonel John married Rachel, daughter of John Cox, of Bloomsburg,
N. J. He was for several years treasurer of the State. His sister married Robert R.
Livingston, Chancellor of the State of New York.

After the County of Hudson was sct off from Bergen the various towns were very soli-
citous for the location of the Court House in their midst, and among the fourteen places
named was Hoboken. but the people in the lower end were largely against its location at
this point and Jersey City ws finally selected. The Township of Hoboken was set off
from the Township of North Bergen on the 1st of March, 1849, and organized April 16th,
the same year. On the 28th of March, 1855, it was incorporated as a city, in the name
of “the Mayor and Council of the City of Hoboken,” and the acceptance of the charter
was left to the people, the vote being taken on the 29th of March with tha following
result : “Charter,” 337 ; “No Charter,” 185. Cornelius V. Clickner was elected the first
Mayor and Samuel W. Carey. Clerk, both holding their officers for two years. Water
was introduced into Hoboken in 1858.

The City of Hob»ken, since 1830, has had a steady and lealthy growth. In that
year there was a population of 2,668 ; 1855, 6,727; 1860, 9,659; 1863, 12,976; 1870,
20,297 ; 1880, 35,000, and at the present time, 1893, is estimated at over 43,648,

About two miles north of Hoboken is ; erha} s the most interesting spot in the County
of Hudson, the duel ground at Weehawken The rocks here rise almost perpendicular
to one hundred and fifty feet above the river. Under the<e he'ghts, about twexty feet
above the water, on a grassy shelf about six fect wide and eleven paces long, reached by
an almost ivaccessible flight of steps, wus the dark acd bloody ground. The old c~dar
which sheltered the plateau where Hamilton fought was there until about twenty-three
years ago. The sandstone bouller against which he fell was sbout the sams time removed
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to the top of the hill. Th«spot was a charming oneand to this day attracts many visitors.
Soon after the death of Hamilton a monument was erectel on the ground. but years
afterwards public sentiment against dueling was so strong that it was torn down and no
attemrt since that time has been made to mark the spot where the illustrious statesman
gava his life up to the hatred of an unprincipled opponent.

Hoboken of to-day owes most of its prosperity to the excellent ferry facilities with
New York city. The first mention of a ferry between the two points was of that estab-
lished in 1774, but it was not until the following May that it was put into active opera-
tion. The proprietor, in a notice of its readiness for business, placed great emphasis up-
on the amusaments that were to be found on the Hoboken side, and that the very choic-
est refreshments were to be foun1 at the pablic house. About the middle of September,
1811, the first steam ferry-boat in the world made a trial trip on the Hoboken ferry.
After this tims several ferries were established, and communication between Hoboken
and New Vork ever since has been snfficient to the demand.

With its 43,648 population, Hoboken possesses all the conveniences of much larger
cities, togather with a location unrivaled by any. Efficient police and fire departients
make lifa and property safe anll guarantee essential protection to all.  Throughout
its whole area there are abundant evidences of tha enterprise of her citizens in mssive
buildings and attractive residences. The streets of the city are well paved and kept in
good condition. The numerous churches and well attended schools speak for the intelli-
gence of the people and the desire to keep pace with the advancement of the nge. Ho-
boken is tha eastern terminus of the Delaware, Lackawanua and Western Railroad, and
the centre of a large coal traffic. Ths very superior harbor has attracted a number of
foreizn stavmship lines, which now have their docks and warehouses here, where they
find facilities equal if not superior to those found in New York city. With its rapid
growth during the last fitteen yoars Hobokeu has become an important trads ¢ ntre, and
also a distribu!ing point for a large produce and dairy trads from north>rn New Jersey
and southern New York The ferries betwean Hohoken a.d New York in the early
morning are crowdad with vehicles for the latter city, laden with milk and produce from
the rich agricultural districts, that seek a market at this point.
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Hoboken of the present day, 1893. will be intereating to many, and will be a guide
for builders, manufacturers, real estate men and those who desire to obtain homes.

This city has never been regarded by New Yorkers as a summeriog place, yet it is
nevertheless a fact that the pretty little town on the river contains more of the essen-
tials of a popular pleasure resort than any point in the vicinity of the metropolis. Its
streets are wide, clean and shady, its drives are excellent and the residence portion,
perched on the southern fuothills of the Palisades, is charming. One of these fine days
New York real-estate men and home-hunters will wake up and wonder why they have
slept so long. They will look across the river and see on the green heiglits of tle Hud-
son summer residences that will rival those of Newport and Bar Harbor. They will see
the pleasure yachts of the Knickerbockers anchored under the lee of the cliffs, and see
their tandems, breaks and T carts scampering along the wide, high drives. Then, if it be
within the range of physical possibility, they will retire to some secluded #pot and kick
themselves for having missed a golden opportunity to own houses and lots in the hill-
top city.

If New York City does not spread across the North River where will it spread? In
the absence of rapid trausit it cannot afford to go further north. The distance from the
business centre is too great, the time occupiel in transit is too great and the fatigae of
daily travel is too great. Hoboken and the lower Palisades is the ouly solution, and here
the star of motropolitan empire seems bound by the force of destiny to takeits way. The
building of the North River Bridge alone will insure an increase of 20 p:r cent. in the
population inside of a year and will bring the ambitious little town still closer to the
skirts of the city. Even as facilities exist at present [Toboken is quite as easy of access
in proportion to its extent as*Brooklyn. The increase of businces during the past year
has necessiated an increase in ferry facilities, and as matters now stand the prominent
New York shippers prefer to send their trucks to Hoboken over the smooth, quick fer-
ries and ship their goods by the steamship lines from that point rather than endure the
vexitious delays in the crowded thoroughfares above Christopher street, where the long,
hard and daily jam wake it impossible to handle goods with despateli. The ferries from
th foot of Newark and Fourtaenth streets, Hoboken, which land at Christopher, Bar-
clay and Fourteenth streets in this city, make Boboken a most convenient point for the
business housrs in New York to veceive and ship merchandise Tt is also quite as easy
for laboring men und women to go from their places of business to their homes in Hobo-
ken as to stop abrard a herse-car and jingle two or three miles nlong New York’s bot
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streets. It is marvellous why more of New York’s working population hate not taken
advantage of the many opportunities for securing desirable homes at advantageous
terms. No objection can be found on the score of Lealth. Nobody ever reads of an epi-
demic in Hoboken ; nobody ev.r hears of a water famine or water pollution. The town
has a population of 43,648 according to the last census, and not one of the inbabitants
has ever kicked to any extent against the municipal authorities. The water supply is
ample and in marked contrast to that of New York City in quality. It is of the very
best, being drawn from the cool, clear Hackensack at New Milford. The street grading
is as perfect as possible, and the sewerage quite as good as that of the metropolis.

Those who have children will not worry over school facilities. They are unexcelled by
those of any other town in New Jersey. Steveus College alone dignifies Hoboken into
a s~at of learning. 'Then eomes the Hoboken Hizh School, six Public Schools, three
Parochial Schools, four Kindergartens, two Academys and one Manual Training School.
No less than eighteen Churches adorn this city, four Roman Catholic and fourteen Pro-
testant, and there is no doubht that every Hoboken citizen can follow his creed without
any trouble.

The business along the water front has increased to such an extent during the last
five years that it has necessiated the building of several large steamship piers and eight
or ten big brick warehouses. Much of this water front, as well as the vacant lots in the
immediate vicinity, is beautifully adapted for factories and wholesale buildings. Nine
largs ferryboats are constantly plying between the Hoboken and New York ferries
and there is practically no delay on account of ferriage.

North of the Delaware, Lackawauna and Western Railroad depot the water front is
ocenpied by the Hoboken Ferry Co. the Hamburg-American Packet Company, ths
Hoboken 'erry repair shops, the Penusylvania Railroad repair shops, the Consolidated
Iron Works, the North German Lloy 1 Steamship Company, Campbell’s Storee and the
Thingvalla Steamship Compauy. Next comes a block occupied by the city as a public
park It is to Hoboken what the Battery is to New York. North of this park and ap-
proached by a finely paved ro:d are the piers of the Netherlauds Steamsbip Company.
Beyond theseare large lumbor yards and conl docks. Then, for a stretch of about fifteen
bundred feet, there ruus a wide road around the bluff at Castle Point, made by filling
out the river to a stone sea wall. This road is very picturesque and is already quite
popular, and in the days of Hobokeu's coming greatness it will becomo as celebrated in
its way as the Battery promenade. When shaded by the western bluffs in the after-
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noon, it is one of tha coolest and mnst delightful promenades about New York, and the
solice of anglers. Bevond this promenade is seen the original ho ne of the New York Yacht
Clubh, this c'ub was organized in 1844 and occupied this building as its first club house
until about 1865, when thev moved to their present club house No. 67 Madison
avenue, New York. The New Jersey Yacht Club occnpied this club house about 1873,
and continue to do so at this present time 1893, next comes the bulkhead and yards
of the Ocean Steamship Comany; the lumber yards of Charles T. Bucki & Co.
and the immense shops and piers of the W. A. Fletcher Companv. Then comes the
Fonrteenth street ferry.  Still north of this is a big public pier and numerous dry-docks
aund repair yards.

All this partains only to Hohoken's water front or what may be termed its business
portion. There is much desirable land along the water to be had, and the facilities for
factory work and mauufactories are unexcelled by those of any other town in New Jer-
sev or New York.

High up on the airy bluffs is the residence portion, a~d right here every yonng man
contemplating matrimonv should locate. The entire hill-top is growing rapidly in favor
as a place of residence, and it will not be long hefore Queen Anne cottages and summer
residences will be os thick as paving-stones on Broudway. All of the old Elysian fields
have been swept away in the march of the demand. A large number of wealthy New
Yorkers have lately purchased land on Hudson street and e ected palatial residences.

Much of thae visible improvement is due to the efforts of the Hoboken Land and Im-
provement Companv. They have p-obably done more for the town in the way of re-
claiming land and se!tling thinly populated districts than any other land-owners in the
State. Under their hands many of the waste spots have been made to blossom like garv-
dens. Tt is throuzh this companv that many New Yorkers now residing in Hoboken
have obtained their homers. Their plan is a simple one. and seems to be very popular
with the home-buyers. They build houses, rent them at so much a month aund allow the
rent to go in as part piymant for the honse. When the amount of rent paid amounts to
the value of tha house, tha house is yonrs, It would seem that nothing could be more
desirable to the man of average wealth, and it is certainly a commendable wav of saving
money. So far the Hobnken Liand and Improvement Company have had all they could
do to keep up with the demand for houte~s. 1If it continues for another year the popula-
tion of Hoboken will be doubled.

Among th remwkable things in Hoboken are the great piers Hamburg American
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Packet Cempany, which are the handsomest and largest steamskip landings in the harbor.
Two of the three piers extend 700 ft. into the river, and form a basin 177 ft. by 700 ft.
and 235 fect deep at low water, greatly facilitating the dcking of Steamers. The Ccm-
pany owns much land behind the piers, and has erected o large bonded warehouse, en-
gine house and other buildings. The approach to the piers is in clarming contrast to
the approach to the big New York piers.

Instead of crowdel, noisy streets, the way leads from the nearliy ferries through a
beautiful. quiet, villa-bordered avenue. The accrmnrdations on the piers, in the shape
of waiting-rooms, galleries, &c., are superior and the piers are so large that there is no
wild Lustling to and fro of the baggage smashers and other workers who make the
smaller piers so nncomfortable.
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