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List of Designated Bu

ildings and Sites on the New Jersey and the

National Register of Historic Places

Key

A

Site

Church of the Holy Innocents
Willow Avenue & Sixth Street
1872;1885

Erie-Lackawanna RR & Ferry Terminal
Hudson Plaza & bank of Hudson River
1907

Hoboken City Hall
86-98 Washington Street
1883;1911

Hoboken Land & Improvement Co. Bldg.
1 Newark Street
1889

Jefferson Trust Company
313-315 First Street
1911-12;1920

Keuffel & Esser Manufacturing
Complex (Includes Clock Tower Apts)
3rd & Adams, 3rd & Grand Streets
20th Century

1200, 1202, 1204, &nd
1206 Washington Streets
Gl L2192

Thematic Nomination of Hoboken Firehouses:

Designation

Site

Assembly of Exempt Firemen
213 Bloomfield Street
¢ 1870's

Engine Company #2
1313 Washington Street
1890

Engine Company #3
201 Jefferson Street
1915

Engine Company #3, Truck #2
501 Observer Highway
1892

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

02/04/77
05/24/77

06/13/73
07/24/73

08/13/75
01/01/76

03/29/7%9
Q7/03/7%9

01/02/86
02/13/86

07/31/85
09/12/85

12/03/86
03/09/87

Designation

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

SR
NR

02/09/84
03/30/84

02/09/84

03/30/84

02/09/84
03/30/84

02/09/84
03/30/84

N
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Engine Company #4
212 Park Avenue
late 1870's

Engine Company #5
412 Grand Street
1898

Engine Company #6
g01 Clinton Street
1907

Firemen's Monument

Church Square Park, Garden Street

1891

Sites and Districts Certified Locally:

Site

Southern Hoboken Historic Di'strict
(see ordinance)

Area includes portions of
Bloomfield, Hudson, Newark, River,
Washington, First, Second, Third,
Fourth Streets, Observer Highway
19th-20th Century

Elysian Park

Hudson. Street, 20th.- Ilth Sts.
1829

Christian Missionary Alliance
637 Garden Street
1883

SR 02/09/84
NR 03/30/84

SR 02/09/84
NR 03/30/84

SR 02/09/84
NR 03/30/84

SR 02/09/84
NR 03/30/84

Designation

SHPO Opinion
01/03/80;
Determination

of Eligibility
04/25/80;

Local Certification
12/19/81 3

Mayoral Designation

1976

Local Certification
6/28/80

s e e
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TESIGNATED HISTORIC SITES

LEGEKRD

@ k.J.& National Register
of Historic FPlaces

Locally Certified Sites
and Districts

Southern Hoboken
- Historic District:
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StATE OF NEwW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
' DAVID J. BARDIN, COMMISSIONER _
_ P.O.BOX 1320 i ‘
TRENTON, N.J. 08625
609-292-2885 -

I
|
i
: T
\:'{' ) A 197 7 g i‘
i
! . s ¢ B \
J } Dr. William Murtagh i LN A : : %
Keeper of. the National Register B -y ' H
g : Department of the Interior . - "-j, i Sgrgin _ j ‘ W
| i, . 'National: Park Service. o el Aty O s ¥ i
RBENE Tt and C Streets, N W, ow tmooiTanTow L - |
J = Weshington, D.C. -.20240 - |
§  '5 “: Dear Dr. Murtagh: - S e 7";;.'  Rt e e “w
i ?J.jﬂfgf7' - - I am pleased to nomlnate Lhe Church of the Holy Lnnocents,.' N
ke Hoboken, Hudson County, .to the Natlonal Reglster \
l Mol Tb1s nomlnatlon has recelved approval of tne State I
--" Review Committee for Hlstorlc Sltes.g» : :
1 | _Eﬁ  P Should you want any furuher 1nformatlon concernlng thls
e alelcatlon, please feel free to contact the staff of the

Historic Sites Section, Box 1420, Department of Environmental
[ . . Protection, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, telephone. (609) 2392-
. 2023, - : e ' g S50k : A e

B L mavia i . ,~Faithfully,. s Bfunl
B e Vil g i : ! /y/ SN R i
R L Ene ST 0 : ‘m%%dbhnﬁ 5 /, mmx,‘: :
David J:° Bardin. .. ..
Comm1551oner'
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-‘}m No. 10-300
UNlTLD STATES DEPA RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

; LIATIONAL REGISTER OF HIST ORIC PLACES
‘ INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

:ORNPSUSEONLYx'

RECE!VED

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REG/STER FORMS
TYPEALLENTRES--COMPLETEAPPUCABLESECHONS

Y NAME

HISTORIC

! ' Church.bf the Holy Innocents (Episcopal)
Hg T AND/OR COMMON . e

] + EZLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Willow Avenue and Sixth Street

__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

CITY. TOWN
Hoboken ___ VICINITY OF
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
: New Jerseyv 34 Hudson
g -CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY - OVJHERSHIP - STATUS .  PRESENTUSE
. __DISTRICT __PUBLIC XOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE = __MUSEUM
. XBUILDING(S) ZPRIVATE . '_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  —PARK
'ﬁ ; " _-STRUCTURE ... __BOTH : __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
§ —SITE i PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTEéTAINMENT " Y RELIGIOUS
- —OBJECT __INPROCESS . YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
| i __BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
% : LN A __MILITARY "~ __OTHER:
| EZOWNER OF PROPERTY.
_ NAME : ‘ B :
. Diocese. (Episcopal) of Newark: .
STREET & NUMBER _
24 Rector Street
STATE

New .Jersey

CITY TOWN _ )
‘ - Newark : ; ____ VICINITY OF
[ERLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
. COURTHOUSE

" REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

- Hudson County eourthouse=

STREET & NUMBER

Newark and BaidwiniAVenues7§"

CITY TOWN |
Jersey Clty

! STATE
New Jersey

THELE

Bamermient - et oo o pas e

F¥ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS e

New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory. (1480.11)

DATE

1973

__FEDERAL .Y STATE

~JCOUNTY —-LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Hlstorlf‘ Sites O}.‘flce,

b

Depa“tment of Enwwronmenlql DTﬂfpﬁvmon

- CITY.TOWN

e apamt it et

STATE

New Jersey

agmmaze

Trenton
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l © . __EXCELLENT ) __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED
2 © X600D __RUINS KALTERED ¢
T _FAIR | __UNEXPOSED :
. ;
¥ 3 2 DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) P
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these w1ndows have tref01l deeply-cusped heads,
like the side-windows. . Those of the arcade have
arches with double reveals; the outer row of
arches are carried by corbels of Ohio stone. ‘
Immediately under the relief of the corbels, in
the thickness of the wall against the pins between
the lancets, as free sculpture, are to stand three
figures, between.four and five feet kigh, of ;
angels with folded wings, bearing. the symbols of
our Saviour's passion. These are to be from the
watudiefof .one.of our First sculptors. - Bereath -

and filling the whole gable-end of the Church, is‘
a great traceried window, ‘triangular .or fan- ==
" shaped; of Chio stone, richly carved. with follace
.and flowers, . and enriched w1th.shaFts_of polished
.. -granite; the whole enclosed in double arches of
- Ohio and brown stone in -alternate ‘voussoirs [which,
'successively pointed on their extrados, and with
tesselations of purple stone, form im fact &
mosaic], and is finished with a projecting hood-
mould, sprlnglng from cdrbels. . Thizg'mould.is to
" be richly carved, with-its corbels, and when :
finished the projecting corbels under the w1ndow:
will carry a canopy or niche for a pista or some
s . other appropriate piece of sculpture.. ‘This window
i i ) e ©-is, for its size, probably one of .the-most costly’
s L in the. country. The thrust of the outer arch. of
the window is carried by two Ilylng buttresses,
reaching from the side- walls, and flamnking the
gable. The nave gable is further<'enriched with-
-short, heavy shafts of 'polished granlte 2t the'
angles, projecting kneelers, coping, and bands of
. +. . brown stone, all with stone left up for carving, -
~and is finished with a brown s(.ono cross, of eight
joints, floriated. h

The doors to the Chruch are in the side walls, in
the first bay next the front gable, and are ocne on
each side of the Church. The doorways have deep
jambs, and arches of white and brown stone, laid:
alternating, and enclosed in a hood-mould, springing

them are richly carved bases of ‘Ohio stone, ‘enriched | .
. with appropriate symbols.  -Above, over 'this arcade, -
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l\ e * pave arches, with coupled columns of different
[ ! By & colored marbles between them, which have covered
: caps and bases of Ohio stone. - The side and clere-

It story walls are finished with corbels and corbel
{ * tables of brown stone, and the nave is to further

enriched, when completed, with a carved open
parapet of Ohio stone. :

- The roof is, like the rest of the church, entirety
fireproof; rafters, ete., are of iron, covered -
. with iron lathing; plastered on the under. side,

“.and painted a dark blue. -The rafters, .etc., are ..
& . painted a dark brown. The roof is to be decorated
. ¥ ' ... - with gilding, etc. . From the ridge of the nave

B - = s‘hang large ‘and costly fixtures ol wrought brass,
: i for lighting the church with gas. ‘The windows are
'{ : ¢ o be filled with imported painted glass. That sl

I for the large traceried window is from the establishment
of Mr. A. Booker, of London. - The design is that
of the Infant Christ in glory, with worshipping
‘angels; below, the figure of Rachel weepingvforf
her. chilidren. BT -

TR—

i 7

Bvh i §

. The seats.for the clergy. and surpliced choir,
"desks, etc., are of-butternut and handsomely
finished. The altar rail is especially notice-
able. The lectern is an elaborate specimen of: - 5
wrought iron work of highly ornamented character;:
from Messrs. Hardman & Co., of-Birmingham, England.. -
Bl O The altar cloth is a remarkbly fine piece of . :
l T “embroidery, rich and beautiful in:its combinations .
of color, and was made by M.J.C. Buckley . 6-Co., BE e 4
‘Bruges. - e e e A s b

R -—-MN#IDHIE\'\*é— o,

0y

The altar, at present, is placed in a temporary

i ! o SR chancel at the end, and the seats for the clergy
l[f and choir are on a raised platform projecting into
) & ' - the church. On one side, 1n & tempcrary annexe,

is a fine organ, of twenty-one stops, two couplers
and one tremulant, made by Messrs. Jardine ' & Co.,
of New York. : ; j
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The size of that portion of the church now completed,
is fifty-two feet six inches long, by forty-four
feet wide in the clear inside: to the highest

point of the. ceiling.

Exclusive of the vaiue of £hé site,ithe total cost
of.the church, o Far, including piling, has been
about $60,000. : : Ak i

~This is probably the only church in this country
-built entirely of incombuStible;materials, agvd Ja )
also probably one of the very few so built in the
world. For, with but a few exceptions, such as
' that of Roslyn Chapel,; near:Edinburg, the tomb of
Theodoric at Ravenna, and a few others, built
rather as tombs than churches, most  European and
"Eastern churches, even though vaulted with stone,
are further covered with wooden roofs. These are
always liable to take fire, and to cause great
damage, as in the late fire at"Canterbury Cathedral, "
Or,; as has not infréquently,happened,;to insure
‘the complete destruction of the edifices they
cover."

Most of the exterior and interior details as herein
described from the 1870's are still perfectly intact. . This
includes the large stained glass t:aceried'window, the
ghairs, altar . rail, wrought iron lectern, pillars, marble

tile, and stone carving. The organ is also original but was
reinstalled when the church was enlarged in 1895 and recently

electrified.

r

‘Present Interior

‘The High Altar is in memory of Richard Stevens. The

Altar itself is made of.Indiana'limestone.bearing the symbols
of the Blessed Sacrament and the of Our Lord's Passion, with
Adoring Angels. The Reredos is hand-carved oak with hand-
painted panels depicting the Adoration by the Wise Men and
Shepards. The wxk being done by Clayton and Bell of London,
England. : ‘ B '
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Lady Chapel given by Caroline Bayard Stevens Wittpenn,
daughter of the founder of the Parish. The Altar is made of
Indiana limestone with a hand-carved reredos, with hand-
painted panels depicting the Blessed Virgin Mary with Our
Lord in her arms, and the Adoring Angels.. The Altar is the

. workmanship of Clayton and Bell, London, as is the window
-above the Altar, with the scene of the Annunciation. - Many

0ld articles from abroad are to be found in-this Chapel,
such as the two small statues on each side of the centre

.panel of the Altar. These are over 400 years old. Also of

great interest and antiquity are the following:  the painting : |
by the Altar, the tapestry, Madonna and Child, and hand- ' ; |

- carved St Veronica's Veil. The stained glass windows are M il
g

- oak surmounted by a dossal with.a Tester giving a canop
Y g PY

_given by her family. The Festal Frontal and Dossal is in

harmonious subjects in keeping with the Lady Chapel and are

. memorials for Lillian and Joseph' Heaney, with a gift window G |

for the 100th Anniversary in memory of departed members of
the Heaney family.- '

The St. Joseph's Chapel is in honor of all those who ° i |
served in World War I and II. The Altar is hand carved of

effect. The Altar stone come from the Betsy Ross House, ' al
Philadelphia, where our first flag was made.

The St. Joseph's statue and Roll of Honor Crucifix are )
in memory of Henry Davis, UeS. Army.i ' -The Christ the King s i I
Crucifix is in memory of Harry -Hammock,*U.S. Army. ., Both of: '
these men were killed in action in Worl War II. The window g
over the Altar was made in England and depicts the Nativity ;
and the Presentation in the Temple. . The painting of the: . ., ‘
Madonna. and Child is a gift from'.the late.Coloneél and Mrs.

(R

Basil M. Stevens. A Lovely Della Robia hangs upon the wall. 3
" The stained glass window depicting St. Joseph holding the : '

Infant Christ Child is in memory of Margaret Crossley Barber

L=

memory of Joseph Dettmering. - The:Altar carpet is in memory
gL Frederick Custor,, U.S. Army. . ' '

The Chapel of the Holy Angels served as a private

Oratory at Castle Stevens. The Altar and Reredos are made
of cak. The antique Altar Crucifix and the "striking statues
of St. Frances and St. Bruno are Italian in origimy . ¢The
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Lord's Prayer window was orlglnally over the Altar in the
Castle. The little chairs are in keeping with a Chapel of
centuries gone by. “The Prie Dieu, an eriginal from:the
Chapel, Castle Stevens, is in memory of Colonel Basil M. and
Helen Ward Stevens. Over the entrance doorway is hand
carved piece of wood that at one time was the main entrance
doors of the Castle. The French Cruc1fly onithe doorade in
memory of Martha Bavard Stevens, .whose lnsCrumentallty had
the Chapel built w1tn1n the walls of the Castle.

The Baptlstry Chapel (1932)[ glven by Maude SDeyer
Kammerer, a memorial for her parents, brother and herself.
" Built on an octagonal style with chains from the ceiling
- supporting the cover of:the Baptismal Font."!  The Font-and .
the Altar sleb is made of marble..: The: Iour stalned glass
f w1ndows depict the. Four: Lvangellsts.

Within the’Church are many items of rare interest.. The
Rood Beam bearing the scene of Crucifixion is in memory of
Martha Bayard. Stevens, given by the congregation. The Fan
Window over the High Altar and smaller windows on either
side of the Altar were made’ vn England. The TeDeum Window:
in the rear of the Church is in memory of Martha Bayard

Stevens, made in England and given'by her chlldren - ‘The
hand made tapestry beneath this window was made in Munich,
Germany. The Pulpit, made of hand—wrought iren work is
copied from a portion of the'screenwork in Lincoln Cathedral
England "The ‘Lectern, also’ hand—wrought lronwo*k was made:
in Birmingham, England.  The Stations of the. Cross were made
in Paris. The palntlng over  the Ch01r entrance’is from the

Frince' of Borghese's collection.. The Challce Vell on. the ;
wall dates from the 15th century. b

-

Parish House. 1890's. Shingles Stylé.- William Halsey Wood, architect;;
2 1/2 story block form stone and frame structure. First’level is coursed
random ashlar stone panels with brick borders. The windows have brick round
arches. The second level is shingle. The roof is gable with full intersecting

cross gables with fish-scale shingles in the gables. : The south and east facades

have been altered with asbestos shingling.

Rectory. 1890's. Wm. Halsey Wood, architect. Simple 2 1/2 story rec-
tangular frame dwelling with random ashlar foundation. Exterior integrity

seriously impuned by asbestos and azluminum siding.
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! PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE = CHEC'KAND JUSTIFY BELOW :
\' . _PREWISTORIC  __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC - COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X RELIGION
" __1400-14939. —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION : —LAW _ SCIENCE
 1.1500-1599 —_AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —UTERATURE : —_SCULPTURE
‘_.l 600-1699 K ARCHITECTURE g —EDUCATION 5 - .. —MILITARY ¢ Ve __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
] —1700-1799 __ART " _ENGINEERING —MuUSIC . © _THEATER
X 1800-1899 —_COMMERCE - il —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY . _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- / —_COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY " _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ° __OTHER [SPECIFY)
s ‘ —_INVENTION : : - : . |
] ~* * Brown" & Valentine, Marshall &
) ‘ 5 e Riker, Edward Tuckerman Pott
SPECIFIC DATES _ 1872, 1885 j i BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry Vaughan

et e

' 'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

’its slender stone spire.':But Potter's church~also has up- _nli'_ }
to-date features, such as the banded arches of brownstone . j ‘

" English native, arrived .in the United States in 1%
'soon after was operating an office in Boston.. -Re=z

Architecture

Edward Tuckerman Potter (1831-1904) -was the &rchitect
for the Church of the Holy Innocents. Potter, who studied
under Richard Upjohn was a prominent Episcopalian and his
talent for design and refinement of detail was exceptional
among American church architects. Sarah Landow, foremost ‘
expert on Edward Tuckerman Potter, writes of hin "Potter's i A |

‘training with Richard Upjohn in the English Gothic style is

evident in the asymmetrical outline of the Colt [Church of

- the Good Shepherd, Hartford, Connecticut] church in its
. . Portland brownstone walls laid up in rock-faced random

ashlar, - and in the lines.of ‘the talltsemidetachedjtowérfwith

‘and light Ohio sandstone, & hallmark:of his style." : ("Thée

(=N S

"Colt Industrial Empire in Hartford." Antigues, March, 1976)

The Church of +the Holy'Innocents is in the High Victorian

.. Gothic style and is typical of the religious- (primarily

Episcopalian) edifices designed by Edward Tuckerman. Potter.
One of the first Américan architects to’emphasize banded

arches Potter carefully designed his buildings to droject a

polychromatic appearance as evidenced by the combination of

—~ el

‘Connecticut brownstone, Ohio white sandstone and local red

~—

.sandstone which composes the churchi. Also characteristic of

L

Potter's churches are. the-buttresses, clerestories,random
ashlar stonework, and patterned slate roof. 'While Potter
generally designed cruciform Plan chruches Holy Innocents,

although originally planned in crucifo;m,”was}never‘completedfﬁfj
. as such.: Overall, however,THolyjInnocentslisgan.excellenth. '
" High Victorian Gothiec Church - unsurpassed in:Hobcksn and

one of the best of its t¥pe in-the 'state, Holy Innocents is
only known Potter church in New Jersey. ; ' '

Henry Vaughan (1846-1917) designed churches z-g institutional
buildings in the English Gothic style. Trained unfsr the
famous English Gothicist George F. Bodley, Vaughar
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the old English parish church. for inspiration Vaughan completed
. a number of buildings in the United States among which was

. the design for the National Cathedral in Washington. . Other

1 .. -~ . Vaughan designs were St. Paul's Cathedral (1885), Portland, ‘
1. | Maine; Christ Church (1896), New Haven, Connecticut; Chapel }
at Groton Boy's School, Massachusetts; Searle Science Building

_ and Hubbard Hall,. Bowdain College, Bruswick, Maine; St. |
L HE Johns, Beverly Farms, Massachusetts; and the Chapel at St ‘
! ' Paul's School, Concord, New Hampshire. - V

- A

g

Sy The Vaughan addition is a devased ver51on of Potter's ﬂ
B - ; High Victorian Gothic portion. It is a-simple- de51gn -enhanced |
; by a Norman battlemented tower ‘which erupts-from the final - : il
bay of the Potter church. - Not particularly an exceptlonal |
work it is the only documented Vaughan Y'ellglous edlflce ln :
the state. ; : e e

[Er—— -

Wllllam Halsey Wood (1855 1897) was. a: Vewark New - T e
Jersey architect best known for his Byzantlne Romanesque gt - ?
, : style churches as represented by the First Baptist Peddie ‘ i
i1 . Memorial Church of Newark (1888-90) and the Carnegie Free filid |
i - Library of Braddock, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (1888~ |

’ ; 9).. Another of Wood's significant designs was the rejected
plan for the Cathedral of St..Johnthe -Divine, New York. If
accepted St. John the Divine would have been three times the l
size of 8t. Peters in Rome. .As . Wood primarily worked in ,
N - the Romanesque style his commissions for the parish house and i
; ~ rectory at the Church of the Holy Innocents, which are
.Shingle style, represents his vereatlllty as.-an.architect -of I
the late 19th Century. : ey L STl
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 Rel1g1on

. “Religion, an attempt by man to understand the ultimate

power of the universe, usually in a coordinated group effort,
- resulting in a method of adjusting ones life to those beliefs, ,
was a most important influence: in the 19th century. This |
o preoccupation with religion is often difficult to comprehend
: i oL in terms of contemporary 20uh Century apathy, but the church

in thHe 19%&hH Cen*ury was certainly a prime lnflueuue in most

every person's life. However, because religion emphasized
man's duty to God it often neglected the more secular aspects
of life. While to some extent this was probably the case in

R 2 T PR PCRY
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" Hoboken the founder of the Church of the Holy Innocents
seems to have sincerely attempted to enlighten the lives of
the city poor bith spiritually and physically. 'The Holy
Innocents, a Memorial Free Church, was dedicated in memory
of seven year old Julia Augusta Stevens by her mother Martha

. Bayard Stevens, the wife of Edwin A. Stevens, Founder of

"!.‘ Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, New Jersey.

o RS

i

VRFrinAE nvwe—-— i

’ { Officially dedicated to Julia Stevens, this church
q’ : , - edifice, financed by Martha Stevens,. was built within German -
II } and Irish immigrant population concentrations intending to-
¥ provide exguisite worshlpplng facmlltles for the poor parishioners
of Hoboken. : : :

After her daughters death Mrs. Stevens seems to have
dedicated her life to the edification of city indigent. . She
. founded the Martha Institute; a school for young women, -the
Hoboken Industrial School, the Free Public Library and the.
St. Martha's Ward in St. Mary's Hospital. ' Not limiting . ;
herself e>c1u5¢vely to the Episcopalians Stevens also cont*1buuee
freely to other faiths in the dity. -
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¥n REPLY REVEW 70

The Director of the Kebiounal Park Service

Ropald H. Welker

is pleased TO inTorm you that the historic property Jisted on the
1 e State Historic Pregervation

enclosed shect has been nominated by ti

+ion oi the Kational

Officer responsible for your Stete's implementa
7 e 3 .
Higtoric. Pregervation Act of 18666, PL. £9~655 (80 Stat. 1%}, as

red. It hizs accor ingly been entered in the Hationel Register

"4he.lational Register is

Enclosures
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Miller-Kingsland House Boonton
Morris County

Little Red School Rouse X Tlorham Park
Morris County

Thowpson, David, House Mendham
Morris County

Van Allen House Ozkland
Bergen County

Erie-Lackawauna Railroad Terminal 4 Hoboken
at Hobuoken Hudson County

Hon. Harrison A.

Hon. Clifford P. Case

Hon. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen
Yon. Williem B. Widnall

Hon. Dominick V. Deniels

Hon, Joseph J. Maraziti




—

. ‘l' Ps%e 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STA T
Fow (July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : New Jersey
% : " . JcouNTY: :
. ¢ -~ NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Hudson :
| INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM e S K
i ENTRY HUMBER DATE i -
' E (Type all entries — complete applicable sections) - T e
5 C OMMON:
Erie-Lackawanna Railroad erminal at Hoboien L
. AND/OR HISTORIC: S : o i
N . 3} v‘“ ,J & > '.'
, Delaware, Lackaswanna, & Western Railrosd Termnidl and Ferry in Hoboken =
[2. LOCATION : 7 By 2 e e T et G e
. 1 STREET ANC NUMBER: _ . 5 9
— § Banzc of -Hudson River, at the foot of Hudson Place B ' el
CITY OR TOWN: : - = 8
-5 oboken .
7; STATE , A ; - CoDE |COUNTY: ' : copE
: New Jersey i 2 Hudson ‘ ' iy
[3. CLASSIFICATION o o P T e ~ R R A e
' o5 CATEGORY 3 OWNERSHIP . STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) . 3 _— » TO THE PUBLIC
= :
= [ District E Building £l Pub[ic TR Public Acquisition: }S Occupied Yes: ‘ i 2
. ] Site O Structure ] Private {J In Process {1 Unoccupied IX] Restricted -
e ks - [J Object - 4 O Beth \ 1 7] ‘Being Considered [ Preservation w.crk ) Ciesticied
S : : Nm i Sk O ] i R e & in progress 0O Ne
l O = * |PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
- O Agriéﬁhurcl 7 j ] Government : 0O Park_ D T m{"punq';g a Comments
(a4 .' Commercial " O Industrial : ) O Private Residence y DJheV'(SpecI >\
m i}_ [0 Educational {J Military [ Religious o X7 Pr % //yr\ -
1 i E R o - we d - sl B 5 o u_«._s.
i ¥ m‘ it {TJ Entertainment [J Museum [ Scientific 3 ki” ““‘ R :).
P 5 P )
= OWNER OF PROPERTY gl
A ]OWNERSNAME R «n
« = =t
; Erid-Lakswangs Railroad ~ : : I S
w STREET AND NUMBER: : i L s NS \ ; g
SRR = % ] - % G s " <
\ , : Ao o 2
| %m CITY OR TOWN: cobpE %'é
i eveland 391
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION. C e
l) } COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: =
\ 1 ool (o]
) . |I.Hudson County Gourthouse : B Bl .
STREET AND NUMBER: y " w +
i R o] ;
ll .E . |eiTY OR TOwN: STATE CODE i
Jersey City . | New Jersey 34 ,
m’ ié. REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS :
) TITLE OF SURVEY: m §
| New Jersey Historic Sites Tnventory  (1180,9) 3| =
j DATE OF SURVEY: o9 ) Federcli t__:’x State O County O Local : %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: clz
i i ‘ : R SR . g2
, pt. of tnvironmantal Protection, Historic Sites Section [ B P
STREET AND NUMBER: 4 Lo
“ . sl
- st Offica Box 1420 o 2
ITY OR : [} !
H TowN STATE: | CODE  fymi—i T
IH i ; Trenton Ne:w Jersay 3L =15
4 -
l
m

S




l

= Do

‘ N
o
!
.

Sivuiilcesnes

v .| PERIOD (Check One or Moce & Appropriate)
) Pre-Calumbion | O 16th Century
O 15th Century O 17th Century

(O 18th Century
D 19th Cm'ury

i @ 20th Century

1907

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal (O Education Politica! {3 Urbon Planning
1 [ Prehistoric <3 Engineering Religion/Phi. ] Other (Specify)
{0 Hisroric O Industry tesopby

O Agricuiture

K] Architecture
O Art

[0 Commerce

[ Communications

{0 Conservation

AREAS OF SIGNtFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ invention

[ Londscape
Architecture

O Literature

[ Militery

O Music

Science

Social/Human-

itorion

Theoter

a
O
0
O Sculpture
&
O
=

Transportation

.

et

A Casieddait

=S T-RUET1ONS

e U]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

century. Although the stetion
followed the generel lines of

Architecture/Enginesring.

unstable., Ferry statlions, or
constructed with the utmest ¢

foundstion is most importent.
deficient in both eress, the

inconsistent. The enginser of
end Western Rellroed,

The terminsl took the plece of 2 series of smsell
' frsme buildings which hed become obsolete by the twentieth

Thé Hudson River wetarfront =t Hobdkan is

buillding large structures stebility znd uniformity of

Lincoln Bush, mede

~et

covared s greater sres& it
jts predecessor.

docks, therefore, must be
ers .end precision. In

the
Eoboken Terminal wes
soil being unsteble and
the D=lawere, Lackawsnna,
ad justments for

geologically

Fapam i

S E

thege fsctors snd butlt  con
D.L.&W Tsrminel to withsten

crete &nd stees

1 piers for the

4 s#ny settling or tremors.

it

wes Bush who slso designed the
arches that just clesred the tops o

Kenn=th Murchison wWes the srch
this Americen Industrisl-style term

innovstlive
f the train cosches.

trainsheds with

itect who designed
inel, It is one of the

few remsining exsmples 1in the Metropo
Murchison's work.

Trensportetion.

1itan erea of -

‘The Hobok=n snd Jersey City

aTes was # meJor focsl

point for the deveslopmen
The Hoboken Terminel giv
#s the United Stetes gre

% of modern industrisl dmerica.
es evidence to this developmsnv
duelly trsnsformsd from el

isolsted egrericn econoumy

to & cosmopoliten 1ndustrisl

in this development.

economy. The The Hoboken Terminsl pleyed 2 sizsble role

b B e Taea s

S e LTI

e

B T £t S i T

VRPN A RIS YO

E\ A 14 &

n . % ,/\Cb\’ K _/\; s
| i e TFrd: i 2
i i, 4\\' k"‘s/‘y/»"U & !
' ! Je Y Lt i
b ) T A o ;
m\ | et N, A= '
* o o o e ol ;
\\’- ]/."\ -;\S ;
AR PR :




I+
|
|

1 ";E;E_Rﬁz THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

=N
o

[
T |

|

FITROR

S == =
ferm v hep s § E‘W* [ ey

|

ittt

uescrlption

; > (Check One) '
[ Excellent [ Good [ Foeir {T) Deteriorated [J Ruins 0 Unexposed
_ CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
O Altered 53 Unaltersd O Moved [} Original Sive
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The Delaware, Lackewanna, & Western Rallroad Terminal aqd Ferry

in Hoboken is a concrete, copper, steel, wrought-iron, and stone

. structure of tmerican Industry style built in a manner to be fireproof,
The entire structure is built over water, the design of the stezl.and
concrete foundation allowing for unequal settlement.
: The train sheds are also concrete with each pair of tracks having
a separate roof, although connected to the others - a departure from the
great arch scheme S0 typlcal at the time, The train sheu accomadates 1
tracks.,

The main building has a frontage of 750 feet on the Fudson which
originally served three branches of ferries in New York, granting two
slips to each branch for a total of six slips.

From the ferries passangers are landed onto a two deck concourse.
Beyond the first floor concourse is the waiting room, 100 feet long
and 90 feet wide, and finished off in limestone and bronze. On the
second floor is a handsome dining room, whose windows ccmmand a view
of the Hudson River and M«nhattan Island. There was originally an
emergency hospital and a barber shop within the complex.

The interior is malded plaster, mapTe and marble terrazzo floors, with
Originally a 225 feet tower illuminated with electric lights

LB frama steel microwave tower has replaced it.

: . #s a whole the complex appears much as it did when first constructe

i in 1907. Exceptions’ are the bell tower, the tarred over skylights in tha
train concourse, and the lunch room which is mow amens locker room.
Also, certain rooms have been divided up into smaller offices, 211
these changes changes came as the ferry mode of trasportation: -
became obselete and the Holland .and Lincoln Tunnels were completed.

CONGRESSTONAL REPR.ESENTATION' 2%
~ Clifford P. Case, Senator e gy £,

Harrison 4. Williams, Jr., Senator :
 Dominick V. Daniels, presentatlva (lhth Dlstrlct)

i

- The camplex itself is covered with copper-plating on the exterior.
white oak woodwork and finish., The restaurant is finished off in cherrys-

topped the termnial, but was removed when it became a hazard to commuters.
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' f? DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE 5 CHECK ONE

- i t

B EXEELLENT © __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED ~ XORIGINALSITE
w . GOOD - __RUINS ' ST UYXRCTERED fan e v T e A SNAOVED DATE
’ SERIR L) __UNEXPOSED S
'{ } l DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

; e HgE
The Hoboken City Hall occupies a square bhlock in the heart of
'{ yntown IHoboken, fronting on Washington Street. .The present building
&orporates two phases of construction, the first completed in 1883,
he second in 1911. : (e
=
l‘[ . City Hall of 1883, was designed by Francis Gcorge Himpler in
.2cond Empire Style. Its facade is ultimately based on Haussman's
edesign of the Tuileries. Two full stories surmounted .a high basement,
'f je whole topped by a mansard roof enclosing usable garret. space.  The
icade was divided into five bays. A central pavilion, marked by an
rched doorway and window crowned with broken segmental pediments, .and
I[ lminating : in a low mansarded clock tower, was set slightly forward
. om the main block of the building. At either end were two pavilionms
:ach the width of one window. Shallowly recessed between the central
.nd end pavilions were two bays, each three windows in width. These
\§emen;s were set off from one another by rusticated quoins.

‘ Materials were somber. The basemsnt was of Trock—faced ashlar; the
'l*per stories of brick with brownstone trim. Heavy molded brownstone
| 41t courses defined the stories, which were also differentiated by
‘indow trim, triangular pediments on the first floor, segmental on the
"gcond. " The mansard was pierced by rondels with triangular peaks, in
¢e end pavilions, which bore rectangular, pedimented windows.

¥ Behind this facade, the plan was U-shaped, with wings enclosing
"gcourtyard extending to the rear. These wings are still visible,

*th the lower walls, -virtually unaltered, divided into three bays by
Phe device of recessing the central section the thickness of one brick.
| §e decorative detailing of the facade is. continued on the first bay;.

je other two bays and the rear of these wings have simple flat belt
ourses and plain Italianate window trim. Each of .the side facades was
I\zerced by a pedimented door in the rear bay. That on the north side

{'ili Rears.the partially effaced inscription ""Police and Recorders ;
ourt. . - : & FAl
' _

j] The building of 1911 left the major portions of the 1883 building .
iftact as the core ;of the new construction. The central doorway and |

{ndow above remain intact, as does one window of the original building

%both slandes , on either side of the entrance. ' This section of the

building was, however, faced with cream-color hrick to match the

€W construction. The major elements of the later - are two, two-story,
uare projecting bays on either side of the entrance: a two-story jail
the courtyard between the arms.of the "U";- and conversion of the
& tote tull third steory, All of these are executed ih cream-color
lck with brownstone trinm. : : i :
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l‘j In front of the building a small lawn, fenced, but linked with
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é%_ . _The new facade, like the o0ld, stresses the central entrance. The
old doorway is screened by a portico linking the two new wings. Paired
Ionic columns carry an-Italianate balustrade. Window openings are wide

{wrectangles, those on the first floor ornamented with simple entablatures
carried on consoles. The wings, flat-roofed, are surmounted by a copper

modillion corniee and balustrades alternating brick plers with run of

’“brownstone balusters. The new third floor is also flat-roofed with a

' jstrong metal cornice. The central window is framed by a paired brick

and brownstone pilasters surmounted by a copper open pediment framing

42 decorative caq6§%che. Above, two brownstone pedestals bearing gilded
| feagles flank a brownstone cresting. The roof corners are marked by

‘brick parapets. The total effect transforms. what was a Second Empire
building to the forms and spirit of Beaux Arts Classicism.

benches, serves as a gathering place for Hoboken's citizens. The space
=is fgrther-adorned by three (the fourth is missing) street lamps. These
are 1n the form of Roman Doric columns, from which spring ornamental

‘scrolls to hold the light fixtures. They were cast by the architectural
metalworking firm of J.W. Fiske. ‘

The added third story, finished off with a parapet continues at
_the same height on two bays of the wings. The third story of the rear
fbay is lower, with a balustrade similar to that on the additions to
the facade. At the rear of the building, the addition housing the
jail is a simple two-story cube with a hip roof, masked along the
“iigiit elevation by a steeped parapet bearing a date stone inscribed
1" : Y

The major interior spaces appear to be those created in the 1883
}building. Access is through a two-bay, groin-vaulted entry, leading

Lo a transverse groin-vaulted hall which runs the full width of the
building. Floors are of gray Minton tile with a foliated border. All
openings into the jails have heavily molded wooden architraves and
pediment. Other major interior spaces on the first floer include the
courtroom, with trim similar to that in the hall, and, in the new wings,
the County Clerk's and Tax Collector's Offices, each with handsome
Carved wooden counters.

Access to the second floor is through a rear stair hall with a
offset open-well stair. The newel post, 9% cast iren,; supports. a
lighting fixture in the form of an Ionic column. The stairrail is of

|
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':1 ¢ast and wrought iron. This stairway gives access to a wide hall which i

repeats the propostions of that on the first floor. Again all openings ,
o ' are framed in heavy wooden trim, but entablatures on consoles replace
the pediments of the first floor. ‘Like all major interior spaces in the
building, with the exceptions of the main hall on the first floor, the
£ ‘ second floor hallway has a coffered pressed metal ceiling, with deep
| cove cornices.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
! :
Every city and town through the United States contains, at least,
¥ ‘ff important public building which conducts the official business of

(M 5 city. In Hoboken, that building is City Hall, located at 86-98
ashington Street. ]

sy g f

W

‘vunder of Hoboken, bought . the property for $90,000. On March 28, 1855.
oboken was incorporated as a City. By that time the City's political,
j:ﬁustrial, commercial and residential growth was substantial and
‘aluired a City Hall capable of housing the governmental activities.

ST

Maal ¢+ The land on which the building now stands originally was a Market
Ml Sce, where people were often found trading rare foreign commodities.
'Tior to its completion in 1881, official city business was conducted
't the old Morton House,, 209 Washington Street. .. .: b g
¥ ‘
y ’f City Hall's significance appears in three Major. areasy . v v
| .rchitecture, MiTitary and Political. JEEN L
M [ In the area of architecture, City Hall is importaﬁf because of its
‘ ‘onumental facade with classical detailing, typical of civic architecture
ﬁf‘thg'late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The architect,
S =ncls G. Himpler, was noted for church architecture but alsa designed
' leny other buildings. He was especially successful in planning the
;;ogstlc properties of large structures, invented an improved wooden
l?;l¢i°p~preventing cracks in ceilings and walls. He never worked from
ueprints or typed specifications. He also designed Public School Rt o

l iumber 4 in Hoboken and Our Lady of Grace Church and Academy of the
gl cred Heart Church also in Hoboken. o e -

1 :
;’ y In the area.of military significance, the City Hall had facilities
— gian_armory which was housed on the top floor of the building. During

- ’ld War I, Hoboken was the major port of embarkation for troops sailing
u vT Europe. The City's Police Department, headquartered in City Hall,
police in controlling the

rs who passed through Hoboken. On at

to 400 sailors besieged City Hall in an

two to three of their number, who had been arrested for

SRS AR e B

ot el

|
i

wege ca%led upon to join with .the military
M pusands of soldiers and sailor
‘ -3St one occassion, some 300
I -ttempt to free
| Etering,
|

)

g | } " The village of Hohoken grew slow until, 1784, when Colonel John Stevens,
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Politically, City Hall is the center of all of Hoboken's political
1ife. Municipal offices have continually been housed there since 1883.
The building is in constant use because of the Tax Collector's Office
and the Police Department on the ground level. In the early twentieth
century, many major political receptions were held right on the steps

o1 the bulldlng, one example being, the traditional New Year' s
: eceptlon in 1906 when George Stell became Mayor.

Clty Hall has been the center of all Hoboken's political life for
over 92 years. The architecture is unique due to the creativeness of
JHlmpler and his unusal style of designing. The building has military
“ significance in that it stands ready as an armory to house ammunition -
for ‘defense purposes. Most of the major decisions concerning the
‘; workings of the city are carried on in this building and plans for
4 the continual development are discussed and executed within these walls.

b
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State of Nrw Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION
TRENTON

PLEASE ADDRESS8 REPLY TO!
DIVISION OF MARINE SERVICES P. ©O. BOX 1B8S
= TRENTON, N. J. OBE25

g«m)i
A

pree—

] Dr. William Murtagh
Reeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation -
Service . ' : ;
. Department of the Interlor
* 18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D+C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am pleased to nominate the Hoboken Land and Improvement

<

Company, Hoboken, Hudson County to the National Register.

[

This nomination has received approval of the State Review

Committee for Historic Sites.

T L

Should you want any further information concerning this
upollcax_lon, please feel free to contact the staff of the Office
of Historic Preservation, 109 West State Street, Department of
Environmental Protection, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, telephone

(1609) 292-2023.

|
i » ﬁu{z/W
ty MWilson

- /@ put State Historic
Preservation Officer
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i ‘EZ DESCRIPTION
) CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
: —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
4 g __GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
X rair __UNEXPOSED

:{ Y DescmaETHEPRESE&?XEBORMJNALUFKNommnPHY$CALAPPEARANCE

! i Situwated near the Erie Lackawanna Terminal on the southeast
)q : corner of River and Newark Streets, the Hoboken Land ¢ Improvement
‘% : Company Building--is a 2 172756 3 story, rectangular, red brick
- Structure, with its length running an entire block. Not having a
discernible facade, it must be assumed by its address that the long
side on Newark Street, facing north, is the front. It is on 'this
-side, as well as the south "side, that the building appears to have
five distinct sections, which are ‘united by a band of rough cut
granite blocks extending from the ground. to.the E£irst £loor window
- sills and totally encompassing the building. > The .two end and middle
sections arée Wwider and have a lower roofline than ‘the other two

- uomt.‘n"* s

s s
5 5

; - -- Sections, thus giving them only 2 1/2 stories. . These three seotions
{51 havevagstfing3CdUrse~separatingfthe;firsttandisecond.floors and
i-: -aTre"topped ‘with :asphalt 'shingled, hip roofs containing dormer
¥ windows. The dormers on the middle section stop at the cornice,
‘? i . while the dormers on the end sections extend below the cornice. The
i B two end sections are two bays wide. The middle section has five

oy bays and contains the main entranceway, which leads to a similar
4 . doorway on the south side. The two remaining sections are a full
three stories in height and are also topped with asphalt shingled
bPyramidal roofs. These sections are faced with decorative brickwork
entailing the use of arches, corbeling and rectangular recessed
panels of varying sizes. Their counterparts on the south side are
differentiated by having two windows on each floor and are decorated
just below the..cornice line with ‘brickwork forming arches and
o rbels. Orn the third floor, :between the two rectangular windows,
there is a round ‘window on one section and on the other a terra
cotta panel bordered with ‘an ‘egg-s dart ‘molding and containing a
clock face surroundegd by objects from the sea and topped with the
company's monogram.” There is ornamental brickwork on'every' side of
the building and it is further enhanced by the use of two different
colored mortars. Where there are recessed brick panels in the
facade, the recessed brick is accentuated by the use of white lime
mortar as compared to the red mortar on the remaining portions. The
two chimneys, one in the middle section and the other on the end
Section facing ‘west,' are alsg decorated with recessed panels.

All the masonry work was done by Myles Tierney, who was a resident
of Hoboken. e w3 :

bt
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iﬂ ‘ Hoboken Land and Improvement Company Building
Hoboken
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'E .3 Description (continued)
i \
! Although there have been alterations made to the exterior,
: the overall character of the building has been maintained. Some of
i‘!é the changes which have occurred include the removal of all the
cornices, a decorative frieze and stationary awnings which extended

* over .the ground story on all sides of the end and middle sections.
Many of the dormers, which were originally above the cornice and
contained double windows, are now single windows and extend below
kil cornice. Some of the arched windows on the second floor have
been replaced with rectangular windows. The asphalt shingle roof is
not original. From old photographs it appears to have been origi-
nally slate or pantiles.

dacsimatle [P

§

The building is in good structural condition with the exception
of extensive deterioration to red mortar. This should be repointed.

T— R :
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—_1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS : __INDUSTRY _ —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

. . i __INVENTION L3 : : .

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
1889 Mvles Tiernevy

Lomistten ¥4 M W

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hoboken Land & Improvement Co. Building is significant
for its historic association with the -commercial development of
Hoboken, N.J. and enterprises involving the development and expan-
sion of transportation facilities. The unigue design of the build-
ing, although it:cannot:be characterized as.belonging.to a.particu-. ;. .
lar architectural style, is significant for the.excellence. of its. ..
craftsmanship and detailing. : ' LIS, A

Hoboken once belonged to Colonel John Stevens and, two weeks
before he died, on Feb. 21, 1838 the Hoboken Land & Improvement Co.
(a real estate holding corporation for the Stevens family interests)
was incorporated by a special act of the N.J. Legislature. It was
given the power to develop the city for residential, business and
industrial purposes and was responsible for pPlanning the street
layout of Hoboken. The company constructed a:section of. railroad
from Hoboken to Newark, thus enabling the Morris & Essex Railroad to
reach Hoboken. It assisted financially :in the-:completion of the

"Erie Tunnel:and in the construction of the railroad from the

tunnel to the Delaware & Hudson Canal Co.'s.coal docks. at Weehawken.
It contributed to the construction of.the ‘horse.car lines. The
company was also responsible for overseeing its subsidiary com-

‘panies, which included the Hoboken Ferry Co. The Hoboken and Hudson

City Horse Car Railroad and the Hoboken and Newark Railroad.

This building, at 1 Newark Street, is where the company main-
tained its offices from 1889 until it was formally dissolved on Dec.
2, 1%946. Nathan Baker (the present owner) bought the building on
Mar. 15 1948 and it still serves as an office building. Always
maritime minded 2. the Stevens family had the structure, especially the
facade and the broad central stairway, designed generally to simu-
late a ship. Although the architect is unknown, the individual
responsible for the masonry work, which is of a very high guality
and richly detailed, is recorded to have been Myles Tierney.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 43 Acres [1B,893 sq. ft.]
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:24000

The nominated property occupies éity lot 10 and is approximately
43,50 2" 250" in size : : :

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE : f CODE’ COUNTY CODE |

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

EZiFORM PREPARED BY

name Mies Alane Guitian (Terzy Karschner, OmP, Trenton,

609-292-2028]

organizaTion LOLUmMD1& University Graduate School DATE
of Architecture and Planning May 1, 1878
STREET & NUMBER Johnisen Hall, FT71T7 TELEPHONE
411 West 116th Street (212) 280-7766
CITY OR TOWN STATE
New York - New York

' STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE ... LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 83-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures sgf forth by Nat nal Par k Serance
D R
eputy " o ;_5_ 7
STATE HISTORIC PRESER G ATURE o
7

ux DATE
‘Deﬁ %§ Comm1551oner, DeDt. of Env1ronmontal Protectlon farch 29, 1979
FORNPS USE ONLY--

1 HEREBY C:RﬂFY THAT THIS PRO?:;RW IS INCLUD!:D lN THF NATIONAL REP!SIER

“DATE

KEE’ER OF THE NA'ﬂONAL REG[STER ; : R 57 Digk!
ATTEST:. - - i ; T i I e R oL - i

.. CUEFOF REGISTRATION

GPO 521-803
e Ty 5 2 o . y = 1 ST Lt
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9 Major Biographical References (continued)

Heaney, John . The Bicentennial Comes to Hoboken. Hoboken,
' N ey 11960 ;
Hoboken Board  .of Trade. History of Hobeoken. Bobok e N Jis iy

1907

Smith, Harry %d.. Jr. Romance of the Hoboken Ferry. New York:
Prentice-Hall,~Incwv, 1931.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
HELEN C. FENSKE, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

CN 402 .
TRENTON; N.J. 08625
609-292-3541

January 6, 1985

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Dept. of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

I am pleased to nominate the Jefferson Trust Company,
Hoboken, Hudson County, New Jersey to the National Register.

This applicatioh has received majority approval from
the New Jersey State Review Board. All procedures were

followed in accordance with regulations published in the Fed-

eral Register. The owner of the property, Jefferson Renaissance
Associates, has endorsed Yegistration, and ‘a copy of their
letter is attached. ]

Should you want any further information concerning this
application, please feel free to contact F. Robert Perry,
Acting Administrator, Office of New Jersey Heritage, CN 404,
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 or call (609) 292-2028.

Sincerely,

cyi?¥4ii£2,u~ 62/4§::;A%~¢<£:;

Helen C. Fenske
© Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

HCF/sp
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
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1. Name

historic Jefferson Trust Company

and-or common West Bank Construction Company

2. Location

street & number 313-315 First Street N2 not for publication
city, town Hoboken — vicinity of
state New Jersey code 013 county Hudson code 017
3. Classification
Category : Ownership Status Present Use
— district S T public _X__ occupied ____ agriculture —___museum
X building(s) {_ private —___unoccupied £ commercial e park
S structure - both ____work in progress ___ educational __ private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment ____religious
e object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government - scientific
____ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —_industrial ____transportation
NA& e ing ____ military — = _othes:

4. Owner of Property

name ° Jefferson Renaissance Associates
street & number 313 First Street
city, town Hoboken — vicinity of state New Jersey

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hudson Countv Courthouse
street & number Newark Avenue
city, town Jersey City state New Jersey

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

PDIL - 06/29/84
title NA ' has this property been determined eligible? _X_yes ___no

date ‘ __ federal ____state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records




i

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X__ excellent A deteriorated ___ unaltered ¥ __ original site
B good .. rains _X_ altered _____moved date
A fair _____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

g 5 The Jefferson Trust Company 1s a masonry structure in the Classical
z Revival style built in 1912-13 and enlarged in 1920. Occupying a prom-
inent corner location on a commercial street in Hoboken's West ward,
|~ ' the 'former bank building consists of a two story main block (3 bays
A wide and 3 bays deep) with a slightly lower, 4 bay rear extension and
' a one story east appendage at the rear. Both the north or principal

i facade and the west side are faced with dressed regular ashlar granite
' and with polished granite blocks below the water table. Elsewhere the
i exterior walls -are constructed of common brick.he The £lat roeof is

A

hidden by a parapet; a hip~-roofed cipolad on the main block covers a
skylight. A small, square, brick chimney stack is located in the south-
west corner of the main block. Until recently occupied by a garment
:factory, the building suffered from poor maintenance and inappropriate
2 “SIterations for many ye€ars. It 1s now in good céndition, having just

gi . been renovated.

=22
A d

The north and west sides of the main block, are articulated as a
single story by wide pilaster-like corner piers and by attached
columns that frame the window bays. Thesée elements rise from the
ey Y simple wWater table to a full, elaborately detailed entablature that is
ﬂ lf surrounded by a parapet. Both the corner piers and the attached

columns have plinths, molded bases, and plain shafts. While the latter
d by a band with an anthemion

tals egg and dart

i
T iy

have Ionic capitals, the former are cappe
palmette motif and a continuation of the Ionic capl
molded abacus. The entablature consists of an architrave with
+hree fascias and carved top molding, a frieze with richly carved
foliated panels above the corner piers, and a denticulated cornice
of terra cotta with elaborate moldings &nd “with small'lion heads
ornamenting its plain cymatium. The plain parapet has a simple
cornice and is broken by balustraded sedtions above edch window bay,
excepting the front middle bay. The latter place is occupied by &
datestone .inscribed 1912 in Roman numerals. The name "Jefferson
Trust Company" is carved on the frieze below between the foliated

?% } panels.

|
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A

e

indows fill the window bays, They
are flanked by Simple half pj e by lintels

O three parts by mullions; each
art is furthur divided by a3 vertj

1. The lower third of each
_Qorizontal rad . i

H
(@]
ct
¢}
n
t
(¢}
(&N
(on
\<
03
fos |
5
H

&nthemion-crowned
“w window sil].

r

- 3 o L The main, ral bay on the north side
‘ the First Street front. "It hase 1
shouldered archj

M Beaf, outer do
border with co

ithin g
Iner squares. The inner doors are of Clear glass
held by wooden Stiles and rails. Above the doorway, a bronze
Edpart orill covers the glass transom. A circle centered in the
Ffindow above the entry holds a clock.

side of the rear ex

tension is finished to
main block, but ha

S _a simpler treatment, Above
windows without any

- The entablature at the
simple architrave and cornice and i

EJ“ The brick s

outh and east walils of the bank were partially
‘ tuccoed, Because of the POOr condition of
brick, these wa

the stucco and exXposed
tuccoed as part of the current

4§ ;novation. <, including a2 bay window on the

Metal-framed window
€ lst side,

‘Pierce these walls.
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: The main block and its rear extension originally formed one
I@t}arge room, although they were articulated as two spaces by a

S

?nterior:

ifference in ceiling height and detailing. Subsequent to the
bank's closing, the interior was divided into two stories by the
4| intersection of a drop-ceiling about mid-height in the main block
ind a wooden floor in the rear extension. The drop ceiling was
iremoved in the recent renovations. In both sections, however,
the decorative treatment of the walls and ceilings consists of
i $1assically detailed ormamental plaster work that survives.
" @ractically unaltered. In the higher front section, monumental
pilasters divide the walls into bays. Rising from an unadorned
ll'siado, they have simply molded bases, plain shafts, and capitals
¥ fornamented with an acanthus leaf molding above a band of
“rosettes. Within each bay on the front and west sides, similar,
il but smaller pilasters frame a window. Above each window and
B jcontinued between the pilasters on the east wall is a simple
architrave and a band with the Greek key motif. About mid-height
a4 on the east wall, and interrupted by the pitasters,cis &
orizontal band with the running dog motif. The walls are
otherwise plain plaster.

= A wide entablature éxtends around not only the front and
side walls above the pilasters, but also on the short wall
resulting from the difference in height between the main block
' .-and the rear extension. It is composed of an architrave with
! {three fascias and an egg and dart molding, '‘a plain frieze with
igarlands above the pilasters, and a denticulated cormice.-

t . Above the entablature, a wide acanthus leaf molding frames

" ithe base of the coffer-paneled ceiling. Each panel is enriched
by egg and dart moldings and astragals separated by a plain

| sfascia and has a plain center field. Breaking the coffer grid, &
{large central square is fitted with 2 flat-domed, leaded-glass
skylight. The skylight's mutins have a grided pattern of small

fll .and large squares. The four large central squares (an alteration)
Bl thave ‘a2 multicolor motif; otherwise the glass is clear except for
4oreen bands articulating the large squares. Plain bands separate
9 the coffer panels, and the band bordering the skylight is

| fornamented with large rosettes. From the four corner rosetites
ihang metal and glass lights that some Yyears ago replaced the
griginal lighting fixtures: :
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ymatium. The centered entry
. ptains double doors, each leaf with a single glass pane. Above
B s A five—light,transom. On the west wall within the :
gl VeStibule is a doorway which Opens to a closet, It has a marbile
i \zlchitrave surround and a wooden door with large glass pane above
If‘molded panels. A modern doorway cut through the rear wall of ‘the
g-loset provided access to the building when the vestibule's inner
:%or was blocked up. . :

I
g

; TRET e3Tensicn 18 coffer paneled, but
ghibits slightly different detailing.

The perimeter of each
fnel is decorated with astragal and’ egg and dart moldings
séparated by a perforated fescla, richly ornamented Wwith a leaf
; tendril motif and with rosette-like c

OINer  squares. Within
tis work, quite simple moldings

frame a plain field, = ‘The panels
by a grid of Plain bands at whose intersections are
in squares, Alternat

art molding,

ﬁi‘:nice.

The four,
p}plain Tecess

g of an astragal and egg and

2
J

regularly spaced windows on both side walls are set
es without surrounds; the east windows, however,

_ . Above each window is a
I ¢ltangular Plaque with a heavily molded frame. Centered in ‘each
laque ang surrounded by a garland with ribbons is a different
* |phy relating to Thomas Jefferson, A long, similarly framed
I “L lque extends Qer0Ss the rear wall and has 2

! garlanded eagle at
2th ends. Three modern windows break its lower edge, :

¢ fe blocked up

‘J‘.Throughout, the plasterwork is painted ga light grey. The
I )idlngs of the ceilings and éntablatures are Picked out in gilt.
|
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11, the upper
tevel was converted into a sales offilc

of the building, complete with full-scale models of condominiums
@l2long the east wall. This installatio

n of stud and sheet rock
;ionstruction was designed to be removable.

B
L
L

Considerable effort

of’ this! space. The
[ ‘ artitions are not tied structurally into the original walls and
" Llllng (they were pressured in with shims), and great care was
, taken to scribe the sh <

T he teller cages and exhibit 1it+
l _Yevertheless, care was taken in the of
i feserve the survivip i

t2ilings were installed in this area.

: [€ar annex, an entry pProvides access
fp the L-shaped hallway of the one-story east wing. From the
: hi Ve trim open to a number of
y>mall Tooms and closets (including two renovated rest-rooms) and
‘ meeting room and the president's
c¥fice. The 'directors' .room is lighted by three windows on the
gt =St wWall and has built-in cupboards on the south and west walls,
; g‘iginal'features includ

€ plaster walls, panel doors, architrave
10T and window trim, and molded baseboard. The drop ceiling is
recent installation. ' '

1

’ "The president's office is a large,
.1gh plaster cove ceiling, a massive

rectangular space with a
mi1d, and a large bay window at

stone fireplace at the west
the east end. The fireplace has a
Ementally arched, molded -surround, a lower shelf with corbel ' .
ocks, and a larger upper cornice shelf. The bay window has

& = metal-framed windows, The walls are paneled with blond wood
'Pares set flush to one another; hollow core doors of similar
* Pd have a diamond pattern.

) This paneling appears to be a
UDSequent installation probably dating c1950. Modern Carpeting
OVers the floor.

| , i
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te § Setting

The Jefferson Trust Company occupies an L-shaped corner lot.
conformance with the neighborhood pattern, the bank abuts the
e idewalk on ‘its First and Clinton Street sides and shares a
L’pmon'Wall with the building to its east.

nind the latter structure

-
-

A |n}its south- side, the bank
e he. : :
_With its prominent corner location, the Jefferson st
n pany is' a' landmark on First Street, an important commercial

| ®roughfare that is lined, for the most part, by simply-detailed
b€ to five story masonry building of late 19th/early 20th

‘B Ztury date. Cleared lots to the rear of the bank, until

‘ =:3ently used fo ndominium

p”:

I
I -
.

-

| . The area around the Jefferson Trust Company is a :
| iIghborhood in transition. For many years it was distressed as

"Xenced by its many poorly maintained buildings and vacant
ores and apartments. Within the past several years both
‘"Pvation and new construction has occurred at scattered
~§tions, a trend that appears likely to continue.
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< . 8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ___. archeology-prehistoric _-_ community planning .__ landscape architecture.____ religion

— 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ... conservation e law - science

—— _1500-1599 " ___. agrictlture . -_ economics —_._ literature —.— sculpture

__1600-1699 X _. architecture —__. education -— military - s S0cial

—- . 17001799 Ll art . — . engineering ~o MSIC humanitarian

— 1800-1899 X_ commerce .—-. exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—X.. 1900- s communications © . 0 Lol industry __ politics/government  _ transportation
-—.._ invention Tal R e — other (specity)

e

Specific dates 1912-12; 1920 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

T
B

1 " The Jefferson Trust Company possesses both architectural and
‘ historical significance. Recently restored and converted to office
use, the building is a good example of the Classical Revival style
1 arehitecture thought suitable for such dinstitution purposes in the
| early 20th century. and features notable decorative detailing. The
historical significance of the bank stems from its role as an impor-
| tant financial institution serving Hoboken in the early .20th century,
: i a perlod when .the Clty prospered as it a551mllated successive groups of
‘ " immigrants.

=
i e

.

e nd

oo

Jais
W&Wﬁﬁl J
*

” ' The Jefferson Trust Company was founded in 1905 by a group of
local merchants and manufacturers who saw an opportunity to prov1de
financial services for residents and businessmen on the growing
” . west side of Hoboken, some blocks from the downtown banks. Among
= the founders were Charles H. Focht, James C. Gahagan, Leo Stein,
%” ' Claus Botjer, Peter H. Kessler, Hans C. Jensen, Max schaischa, and
TR Henry C. Steneck. In choosing the name of Jefferson, these men of
" Varled ethnic backgrounds soucht an. aSSOCra_lon gxpressive of the
broadly democratic, community-service ‘Bfientation of their new bank.

AT
o 44

Srvpuntie

=g
e g 3

" th The first home of the Jefferson Trust Company was-a corner store
- that .according .to.the 1921 bank history "scarcely upheld.the dignity
% of' the nhame it ‘bdéré". The confidence of the community, However, was
" gained; and through the hard work of its directors, the bank prospered.
: After several years, it outgrew its storefront site and steps were
taken to secure  larger, more appropriate quarters. In 1811 and 1912
two lots were purchased on the southeast corner of First and Clinton
' Streets, with a frontage of 100 feet on the former and. 50 feet on the
G ; latter. Only the west half of the property was used for the construc-
|l oA tion of the bank's main block. The east half was sold to a company
" which erected a brick building in 1915 after receiving permission to
r tie structurally into the main block's east wall.
/

“' : Business increased so dramatically after the bank moved into its

: new home, that within a few years the directors found it necessary

%b to enlarge the building. In 1919 they acguired two lots to the south
on Clinton Street. In the following year, the bank was more than

" doubled in size by the construction of the rear annex and the east wing.
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™ According to the year-end statement included in the 1921

ﬁiank:history, the Jefferson Trust Company had assets and
2iabilities equaling $5,955,745.11 in that year. The bank
property was valued at $216,000 and its furnishings and fixtures

r?t e 2.000. The history also described the bank's various
lepartments which included a women's department and special

g esit "thrift" accounts in .addition to commercial account,

. 2n, security, safety deposit and trust departments., The
ilstory stressed the institution's ""community service"
ﬁhilosophy. For example, the steam ship ticket and foreign

 exchange departments were touted to appeal to 'the ethnically

| liverse population of the neighborhood.

‘While the Jefferson Trust Company evidently continued to

’%rosper throughout the 1920s, it experienced financial

gifficulties during the Great Depression that led to its failure.
The. bank closed in 1936 and after protracted court-ordered
‘;iquidation proceedings the property was acquired by the City of
| floboken in 1939 for non-payment of taxes. The city retained the
property until after World War IT &and sold it in 1946 to the
. Union Engineering Corporation. This company evidently had its
Il;affice in the bank building. They sold the building in 1962,
.fter which time, if not before, it was converted into a garment -
 factory. Changes made during the period included the
Ila’nstallation of a second floor in the rear annex (1964), a drop
' feiling in the main block (since removed) and paneling in the
president's office (c1980). The property changed hands several
times and steadily deteriorated before its 1984 acquisition by

he present owners who have undertaken its restoration and
.daptive reuse. ‘ :

)

n

| : )
I' " The Jefferson Trust Company is a good, well-preserved

- ixample of the Classical Revival architecture adopted by banks
~and other institutions in ‘the early 20th Century. -Its monumental
Il!‘cale, e€xpensive materials, and elaborate, well-crafted details

' fere no doubt intended by its directors and unknown architect to
tOpTress community and customers alike with a sense of substance

' and permanence. Of particular note is the exuberant, richly-
IIJietailed plasterwork of the interior such as- the coffered

ceilings, entablatures and Jefferson-related wall plaques.

' Clearly the Jefferson Trust Company satisfies National Register
Imifrlteyion 800.10 (a) (3) which refers to properties that 'embody
she distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of
~OnStruction or that represent the work of @ master or that

Jj%ssess high artistic values. "
% .
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Changes made over the past several decades have not
~eriously disturbed the interior decorative finishes or the
kterior fabric. The most recent renovations have halted
aeterioration and restored both the exterior and interior to much
P its original character. The exterior, in; fact, survives
ractically unaltered and dominates a commercial streetscape that
_ttained its present character early in this. century. ‘
Consequently, the Jefferson Trust Company retaims its essential
‘mtegrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting.
ﬁrthermore, it appears to be one of the best preserved of the
few extant Hoboken banks of late 19th/early 20th century date.
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0. Geographical Data

Ll

The boundaries of the nominated property are those of Block
21/1lot 7a on which it stands. This lot encompasses the four lots
urchased by the bank directors im 1911, 1912, and 1919 (minus
fhe part sold om First Street 1n 1915) on which they built and

%nlarged their building.
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Jefferson Trust Company (Fall, 1985)

313-15'First St., Hoboken, Hudsen Co.,

New Jersey

View: Looking SE

Photographer: D. Bertland

Location of Negative: Bertland, Box 11
Port Murray, N.J




Jefferson Trust Company (Fall, 1985)

New Jersey

View: Skylight in main block,
NE view

Photographer: D. Bertland

313-15 First St., Hoboken, Hudson Co.,

Location of Negative: Bertland, Box 11

Port Murray,

N.J
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
‘ OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
CN 402

TRENTON, N.J. 08625
(609) 292-2028 ONJH-G85-123

July 30, 1985

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register. of Historic Places
National Park Service

- Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Ms. Shull:

1 am pleased to nominate the Keuffel and Esser Manufacturing Complex,
Hoboken, Hudson County, New Jersey to the National Register.

This'application has received majority approval from the New Jefsey
State Review Board. All procedures were followed in accord with
regulations published in the Federal Register. '

Should you want ‘any further.information concerning this application,
please feel free to contact F. Robert Perry, Acting Administrator,
Office of New Jersey Heritage, at the above number/address.
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/" (a) 301 Adams St. Corp., c/o Richard Miller .
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street & number (b) 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020
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i c:tyl, town — vicinity of state
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

- . excellent ___ deteriorated ___unaltered = X original site
_X__good ___ruins _YX_altered ___moved date
st fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

DESCRIPTION

NOTE: This nomination includes two distinctive groupings of buildings which
were associated with the Keuffel and Esser Company: the original nineteenth
century manufacturing complex and the early twentieth century ''West Factory",
- now known locally as the "Clock Tower Apartments''.

ot R R

The nineteenth century Keuffel and Esser complex occupies appioximéﬁely'two.
thirds of Block 51 in Hoboken, New Jersey. This complex is bounded on the east
by Grand Street, on the south by Third Street, and on the west by Adams Street;
this frontage creates unbroken walls ‘that are highly expressive of late nine-
teenth century brick industrial architecture. The proportioms and details of
these structures, particularly the principal ones along Third and Grand Streets, . j
demonstrate the influence of Classical architectural principles as interpreted 1
during the Repaissance. These are expressed through the definition of the
stories, the rhythm of the fenestration, and the use of Renaissance-detailing in
modern materials. : ! " &3

Fr—

Bt

¥

The facades of the main buildings represent the classical theme of base,
capital, and entablature in the arrangement of their stories. The emphasized
repetition of the openings follows the Renaissance practice of intercolumnia- )
tion. The ornamentation of certain elements in metal, such as the cornice and
the projecting cormer tower, borrow Renaissance design motifs quite carefully.

ikl

Despite some changes and additioms to these buildings, their exteriors
remain largely intact and continue to express thelr original architectural
character.  The buildings are partly occupied by both residential and industrial
tepants, and the present condition reflects the recent level of maintenance;
. they are structurally sound but some of the architectural detailing, especially ‘
the pressed metal work, has been allowed to deteriorate. :

“

RIS A

)
e

Third Street Elevation

The elevation along Third Street consists of three separate brick build-
ings. Building A, on the corner of Third and Grand Streets, is five stories in
height, is five bays in width on the Third Street elevatiom, and thirteen bays
in ' length along Adams Street. Buildings B and C each have four stories, and
although they werg built at separate times, they have matching details. Build-
ing B has fifteen bays; Building C has eight bays omn the Third Street elevation,
and wraps around the cormer of Grand Street for three bays.

SRR

(S

Building A has a plain brick facade with a string course of brick dentils
between the third and fourth stories, and is capped by a projecting cornice
i built of brick dentils and a pressed metal crown. The windews have brownstone
sills and lintels, 6/6 wood frame sash windows, and iron pintles which indicate
the previous existence of shutters. :

S—

I
| |
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The one exceptional window is a projecting oriel on the second story to the

i west, which has two 1/1 windows facing south, and one each facing east and west.
! On the ground story the third bay from the west end has been converted to a
| doorway surmounted by a transom. These facade details are repeated along Adams
Street, where the last bay appears to be an addition. On this elevatiom, there

" are doorways on the ground floor in the fifth and last bays. There is also a
".steel fire escape on the eleventh and twelfth bays, the latter of which comnsists

entirely of fire doors.

ﬁ ﬂ
ot bt

'The four stories on Buildings B and C are strongly articulated by horizon-
tal string courses and vertical pilaster details in the masonry which suggest
the Renaissance composition of a base ground story, & columniated second and
third story, and an attic fourth story. Changes in the brickwork om the fourth
story also suggest that it may have been added subsequently. \

e apn —y

The ground story 1is capped by corbelled brick string courses and a stone
course which forms the sills for the second floor windows. The second and third
stories have two story.projecting pilaster sectioms between each window and
recessed panels between the stories. At the top of the third story there are
angled brick courses in a sawtooth pattern between the pilasters and a corbelled
string course. The fourth stoxry

has flat brick masonry between the windows. The
building - is capped by a pressed metal cornice with frieze, crown, and bed
m Nf% ! sections.

The two western bays and the two central bays on Biilding B are emphasized

- above the ground story by additional brick details which project beyond the
lm ! other brickwork. The resulting pavilion-like assemblages have a full segmental
arch on the third story and are crowvned by a pressed metal gable raised on

vertical continuations of the crown molding. Within the flat area of this gable

‘ " on the cental bays, the faded letters “g & E" are vislble.

i ey R

' Most of the windows on Building B are 6/6 arched topped wood frame sash.
m They have stone sills which, on the second and fourth floor levels, form part of

the string courses. The only variation in the windows occurs in the fourth
ilion, where there are three 1/1 sash windows. On the
ground floor, the two bays closest to Adams Street comprise a single large
opening served by a rolling metal door and topped by a segmental arch. The
other fifteen bays at ground level have panels -below the windows, and basement
story openings which have been infilled with cinderblock.

story of the central pav

g
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" On Building C the brick details on the six Third Street bays and the three
| Crand Street bays match those of Building B, with a few exceptions. On -the
" ground floor the windows extend down to the interior floor level and have
- recessed brick panels in the basement window level. The windows on Building C
' 'have metal industrial sashes with eight panels on the ground story and six

’ panels on the upper story. The western bay on Grand Street has brick details
like the pavilions on Building B but without the projecting cornice sectiomn.

. Perhaps the most unique feature of the complex is found at the southeastern
§ - - corner of Building C, where a three story bay, commencing at the second floor
level, projects outward at a 45 degree angle from both elevations. Projecting

_above the cornice line as wellly eitforms 'a corner tower which serves as a
E visible landmark along both Third and Grand Streets. An entrance to the ground
] floor lies diagomal to the corner, beneath the tower, and is framed with brown-
stone bases, rounded. brick pilasters, and brownstome capitals. The doorway
— | consists of five panel double leaf oak doors with a tramsom and matching oak
. jambs. The tower itself is covered with pressed metal sheathing elaborately
detailed with late nineteenth century Renaissance-style motifs. Corbels in 2
scroll pattern (ome of which is missing) support the tower, the underside of
.‘ ( . which forms a five-sided ceiling coffered with a geometrical patterm. Above
this, a molded section turns the five sided ceiling into ‘the four sided tower.

" . Each of the three upper stories of the tower has three windows facing south

and east .and ome window facing west and north, all of which consist of arch
topped 1/1 wood sash. Each story is also articulated by projecting entablatures
supported by -pilasters with capitals vaguely Corinthian in style. The three
rounded corners of the towers are emphasized by recessed sections of the en-
tablatures. The tower is capped by a square entablature and a balustrade with

turned balusters and panelled cormer sectioms.

‘ . - Grand Street Elevation

i i The east, or Grand Street, elevation consists of four buildings. "Building

C continues around the cormer for three bays. Building D has sixteen bays which
match the details on Building B except for the ground story windows, which' are
dl . full length like those on Building C. The junction between Buildings C and D
W‘ has a projecting pilaster on the upper three stories. '

, The southernmost bay on Building D (closest to Third Street), is a stairway
1‘ bay with fire escape. The tenth and eleventh bays repeat the pavilion motif
described above, with a wide entrance on the ground story and the emphasized

+
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detailing above. This entrance, originally for teams and drays, and leading to
the courtyard, has double leaf steel doors with elaborate decorative grillwork,
and is supported by a steel 1intel with rosettes. The grillwork consists of
horizontal panels with alternating scrolls and flat areas topped by a fleur de
lys pattern. A pressed metal gable at the roofline above this entrance also has
the faded letters "K & E" visible.

Two extra stories were added in the late 1940s -or early 1950s atop the five

‘nofthern bays of Building D. These stories .include, however, a curious two
bay-wide section of old brick masonry with arch topped windows which appears to
be a remnant from an earlier additiom. The remainder of these additional

stories has flat brickwork and clustered openings consisting of three 6/6 wood
frame sash, ome cluster adjacent to the 0ld windows and two clusters above.
This addition also has similar windows facing south over the roof of Buildings C
and D. .

Building Dx is six stories in height and five bays in width. Built subse-
quent to Building D, its brick masonry has string courses -that match those on
Building D's second and fourth floor Jevels. ‘The second and third stories also
have two story pilaster sections between the windows and vertically recessed
panels between the stories that echo in a simpler form details omn Building D.
Building Dx has steel industrial windows with double 24 light sectioms on the
ground floor, and double 16 light sections above. The sixth floor was added
prior to the addition above Building D, and has a continuous row of thirteen 12

' light metal sash windows with wider mullions above the pilaster sections on the
lower stories.- This addition is capped by a flat frieze.

The last, or northernmost bay, of Building Dx is covered by a substantial
fire escape stairway with corner posts that continue up to the sixth story. At
each story there is a wide landing which leads from a fire door occupying part
of the bay. :

Building R is a omne story gable-topped frame structure with five asymmet-
rically placed openings. The first three (from Third Street) are windows with
,2/2 wood frame sashes. The fourth opening is a loading dock doorway, and the
last is a narrow entrance door. Both of these appear to be alterations. The
exterior of this building has little architectural significance and is im
derelict conditiom. :
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I ! Interjor Description
s ] Where the original interiors of the large K & E buildings are visible, they
l show typical industrial details of the period. The older Bldgs. A, B, & D, have
timber columns and floor structures, while the newer omes, C & Dx, have steel
" and concrete structural systems. Parts of the buildings have been recently
% l subdivided with new partitioms - and turped into lofts. Nome of the structural . e
i details is particularly unique or significant.
N Bldg. A, which has been used as an office, has one row of 8" square wood
| columns placed approximately 12" on center with short corbel tops. The girders

are 8" x 10" and they support 4" x 12" floor joists which are placed 14" on
center. All the original surfaces are obscured by recent coverings and par-
titions. A wood stairway which may be original is reached from the entrance on

MR

il

Third Street.

Bldg. B has two rows of 8 square chamfered wood columns set 1l4' on center
,in the long north-south section and omne or two rows in the shorter east-west
section. The girders here are 8" x 12" and are chamfered with lambs tongue
stops. The floor joists are 3" x 12" timbers placed 14" on center and the
subfloor consists of diagomally-laid 3" x 5 " boards covered with maple strip
flooring. :

o

S
Lt i

Bldg. C has 12" round reinforced concrete columns which support-a concrete
girder. The comcrete floor is laid in the pattern of jack arches to minimize
its weight. Maple strip flooring covers the concrete.

e

Bldg. D has 10" square columns placed 14' on center along a single central
row. The girder measures 10" x 14" and is held together above the columns with
| recessed steel I bars. The floor joists here are 40' long 10" x 14" beams set
, approximately 7' on center. The girders and joists have chamfered edges which

terminate near the walls with lambs tongues. The subflooring comsists of 3" x 8"
. tongue and groove planks covered with maple strip flooring.

E Bldg. Dx has 4" x 10" steel columns and 4' x 12" steel girders. These
support a reinforced concrete deck which also serves as the finished flooring.

Ancillary Buildings

_ There are several ancillary buildings in the courtyard area northwest of
7 ‘the complex; these include old and new powerhouses and an engine room.
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The principal powerhouse structure is a single story detached structure

i built of reinforced concrete with a gable roof. The design of the concrete on

| l the exterior of the building expresses its structural system according to

! traditional post and beam construction. The overall effect of the building is

that of a massive temple-like structure. On the west elevation (facing Adams

Street), four recessed vertical panels reach to the base of the roof, 'with the

] corner posts being wider - than the three middle ones. Within the gable, two'

triangulér.recessed panels indicate a rafter and kingpost.type of constructiomn.

| Three different stages of pouring the concrete are discernible through chamfered

| } horizontal lines, and all the extended areas around the panels have chamfered

" edges as well. The nmorth and south elevatioms also have three recessed panels

and the middle posts flare out at the base -to form buttresses. The building is

topped by a metal clerestory roof structure which is recessed back from the east.

" and west elevations. Fenestration is limited to metal sash windows high on the
north and south elevations.

Legunben s

The tall brick chimney next to the powerhouse tapers as it rises. The top
is capped by a decorative treatment with a string course and a lozenge pattern
in the brickwork that is expressed by alternating light and dark bricks.

A

The engine room is a single story brick addition located within the court-
yard formed by Buildings A and B. L-shaped in plan, its longer side adjacent to
Building B is capped by a gable, and its shorter section, extending toward
building A, has a flat roof. The most interesting features of this building are
the two rounded recessed cormers on the latter section which are built in a four
| foot wide acr to allow vehicles to pass. Above the tem foot level the radii arc -

} gradually corbelled into right angle corners. On the north elevation there are
two large industrial rolling doors topped by exposed steel lintels.' Above the
door on the gabled section there are two industrial windows with steel lintels
and stone sills. Between the rolling doors there is also a double leaf entrance
door. ‘ :

The rear elevations of Buildings A, B, Dx and the ome story frame structure
are visible from the courtyard. All of these are plain versions of the main
facades with similar fenmestration. However, there is some architectural detail-
ing on the rear facades of the older structures.

The north elevation of Building A has a flat wall with four equally spaced

1/1 wood sash windows on the second and fifth stories. Building B has arch-
topped 6/6 sash windows on the west and both north elevations, with a section of
. paired windows near the inmer corner. The west and northernmost elevations also
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have brick pilasters between the windows which rise all the way to the roof. On
the northwest cornmer of this structure there is a square chimmey which is
decorated at one-third of its height with corbelled string courses which have
diagonally placed bricks between the cormers. These decorations terminate with
a stone string course, and above this the chimney tapers to a smaller dimension.
The top has a stone capping also supported by corbelled bricks. The rear or
west elevation of the frame structure fronting at the north end of the Grand
Street elevation is flat, but repeats the window type and pattern on the front

facade. Throughout the courtyard, both freestanding and attached to the build-

ings are miscellaneous pipes, tanks, concrete tank holders, and lines which
obscure much of any detail. : ‘

Clock Tower Building

The K & E Building now known as the Clock Tower Building was originally
called the West Plant, and replaced earlier structures which were destroyed by
fire. This building is a five story reinforced concrete structure built about
1905, and its most prominent feature is the seven story clock tower at the
corner of Third and Adams Street. It occupies a landmark position similar to
that of the pressed metal tower at the corner of Third and Grand Street on the
original complex. The Clock Tower building occupies approximately two-thirds of
Block 50, immediately to the west of the earlier grouping, and is bounded on the
east by Adams Street, on the south by Third Street, and on the west by Jefferson
Street. The principal facade, which occupies the entire length of the block
along Third Street, and the facade along Adams Street, which extends as far
north as .the K&E Building A, across the street, are both part of the originmal
construction. The long facade on Grand Street appears to contain sections from
different building periods which are in the same style. :

About 1975 the building, which had been abandoned by Keuffel and Eséef

several years earlier, was converted to subsidized housing for senior citizens.

While the structure of the building.and its exterior detailing remain intact,
certain elements such as the windows and doors were re?laced with modern mater-
ials. Thus all the windows in the building are metal frame in wvarious coDn-
figurations of two and three panel sections sometimes used in pairs and also in
clusters of three. 1In som2 cases exterior balconies were created by recessing
the apartment wall back from the original window lime. Despite these changes
the major presence of the building om the block and the architectural character
from its design and construction retain major significance in Hoboken's urban
fabric.




S

w
s

]

ettt tgR

OMB No.1024-0018

NPS Form 10-900-a i Exp. 10-31-84
352

iUnited Statés Department of the Interior
National Park Service

f%}National Re‘gister of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Manuf, C lex:
Keuifes & Bsser i L ltem number 7 Page 7

Continuation sheet yoboken, Hudson County, NJ

One of the most important aspects of the building is that both its archi-
tectural style and the structural system are visible in the reinforced concrete
construction. The style of the building takes its inspiration from Renaissance
architectural principles and expresses them in a distilled interpretation in
concrete.,  The design emphasizes both the vertical and horizontal in its defini-
tion of stories and the separation of window bays. Architectural details such a
balustrades and a portico articulate Renaissance detailing in a sculptural
manner inherent in such use of concrete.

- In the main elevations the ground story is designed to provide a visual
base for the building and is capped by.a projecting molded horizontal band. The
upper four stories rise with projecting vertical pilasters between the bays
which are detailed to resemble stonme with horizontal chamfered edges between the
"blocks". In between the pilasters each story is emphasized by molding bands,
which are the concrete floor levels, .and above these there are recessed panel
sections which form the base of the window sectioms. Along Third Street the
parapet extends upward above the central nine of the total of thirteen bays.
Within this area the words "Keuffel .and Esser Co." are discernible in outline
beneath the paint.

The thirteen Third Street bays are of equal size, with the exception of the
outer bays, which are narrower. From the clock tower, bays three to ten are now
open to form balconies, with the current window plane recessed. On the second
story level, the three central bays have a projecting balcony which is supported
by brackets in the shape of a ship's knee. ' These are ‘molded with recessed

', vertical chamfered sections and a banding at the base. The balustrade has

squared corner bosts and recessed panels with elongated vertical semi-circular
openings, ‘and is capped by a projecting horizontal band.
i .

The seven story clock tower repeats the detailing on the main facades with
horizontal banding at the top of the first story and at the parapet level and
horizontal chamfers to simulate stone blocks. The three corners of the tower
are chamfered to an increasing degree as the tower rises. While the cormers at
the base are only slightly diagonal, at the top of the sixth story the tower is
nearly octagonal. The sixth story, above the parapet level banding, has
chamfered detailing to simulate stomne masonry with projecting keystomes and
archivolts above the arch topped windows. The top story is dominated by four
circular clocks approximately twelve feet in diameter with painted clockfaces
and Roman numerals. The corners of the clock level project in one-quarter
engaged columns between horizontal banding which continues around the tower.
The columns are visually supported in the story below and rounded corbels in the
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chamfered corners. The columns extend to the top of the tower with a continuous
~balustrade in between them which is similar to the one on the balcony mentioned
earlier. A painted flagpole crowns the tower.

'The elevation along Adams Street repeats the detailing along Third Street
except 'that all the windows are flush to the wall with no recessed openings.
There is one narrow bay by the clock tower and five additiomal full width bays.
The northernmost bay on the ground floor has a three-sided projecting window
installed subsequent to the original comnstruction.

In the third bay from the northern end there is an entrance with a classi-
cally inspired portico which interprets the Doric order in concrete. Both the
columns and -the pilasters against the wall sit on bases with recessed panels.
The entablature has molding details which simulate Doric triglyphs and mutules,
the latter hinted at by altermating projecting and recessed panels in the bed of
the cornice. The fascia has simple cove crown molding. The portico is capped
by a balustrade similar to the ones mentioned earlier. The entrance steps are
twelve foot wide granite blocks. The double leaf entrance doors are metal with
decorative scrollwork in front of glass panels, and matching side and transom
lights. '

The Adams Street elevation continues with four single story masonry facades
left over from the industrial use of the complex. The first and third are cast
concrete with some molding details, and served as entrances to the service area.
The second and third sections are brick, the former with three hollow arch
topped openings, and the latter with a five sided projecting bay.

The long elevation on Jefferson Street has twenty-two bays similar in
detailing to the other elevations but with certain irregularities. The five
story first section matches the details along Third Street and has four bays,

" the outer two narrower in width. The remaining eighteen bays are six stories in
height. The second section is also four bays wide but the floor levels here do
not .line up and the details are plainer. The vertical pilasters here also
continue to the top of the building instead: of terminating below the parapet.
The final fourteen bay section is regular with details common to the Third
Street elevation but without special elements such as balconies.

All the windows along Jefferson Street are flush with the exterior wall
'+ plane. The ground floor has recessed entramces in the fourteenth, sixteenth,
seventeenth, and nineteenth bays. The first of these is a principal entrance

|
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with modern metal and glass doors, and the other three are entrances to individ-
wal apartments with single doors and windows.

J 1 The north and east facades facing the inner courtyard continue the main
design characteristics of the front elevations with a strong articulation of the

| vertical and horizontal grid. The north elevation is irregular with a five
story section toward the east having irregularly spaced window bays, and a six
_story ' section toward the west. The £first five stories on the latter have
recessed window terraces. The sixth story has projecting horizontal and verti-
“cal detailing; otherwise this elevation is plain.

&

The elevation facing east has fourteen bays which are more clearly de-
tailed. It has projecting horizontal floor slabs and vertical pilaster sectilomns
with chamfered lines to simulate stonemasonry, as oD the front. The £first,
eleventh, and fourteenth bays are narrow, containing stalrways. The narrow
section of the building facing north coumsists of flat concrete. It ‘has 'six
stories with four window bays grouped toward the center.

o apiniiod

b

Interior Description

Interior access to this structure is mnot possible; its use, however,
suggests that significant original interior detail, if any, no longer exists.
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8. Significance
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Period [ Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric archeology-prehistoric ..__ community pianning landscape architecture.__ religion

__1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —__ conservation — law . - science

____1500-1599 ____ agriculture : ____economics 3 —— literature — sculpture

____1600-1699 _x  architecture ___ education — military — social/

0 17001799 el lart . _ engineering —___ music o humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce : X__exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ‘ — theater

_X 1800- ____communications " .___industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
-—— invention _____other (specity)

Specific dates 1875-1907 Builder/Architect Tederle & Co. and others

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph]

SIGNIFICANCE

‘The manufacturing complex of the Keuffel and Esser Company in Hoboken, New
, Jersey, is significant in terms of architecture and the professions of architec-
ture/engineering. The architectural significance is dual in nature: the build-
ings are of architectural importance to the urban cityscape of Hoboken, and are
the city's finest extant examples of nineteenth and early twentieth century
urban industrial architecture. The K&E complex is a good surviving example of
the late nineteenth century single-owner industrial grouping, and its later
building is an important example, as well, of early reinforced concrete indus~
trial structures.

In a broader sense, the complex is important to the overall professioms of
architecture and engineering, because Keuffel and Esser's expertise in the
development of blueprint paper, precision instruments, and slide rules in a
sense revolutionized those and related: professions. e ' ;

Hoboken is ome of the earliest Hudson River towns in New Jersey. Only
about a mile square in size, the topography consists of a prominent hill and a
bluff at the center of town on the river's edge, lowlands to the south, and
marshy  area toward the rear of the town, below the Hudson River Palisades.
Earliest development was confined first to the river's edge, and the prominent
hill on the river became known ‘as Castle Point, the estate of the Stevens
family. - o

- In its earliest stages, Hoboken was little more than a rural suburb of New
York, as well as a place of recreation for New Yorkers; prominent New York
families maintained summer homes there, and thousands of New Yorkers visited the

' pleasure grounds at Elysian Fields, overlooking the river to the north of Castle
Point. But with improvements in navigation, the development ~of steamboat -
technology, the placement of plank roads across the New. Jersey meadowlands to
inland points, and most importantly, the establishment of the railhead of the

. Lackawanna Railroad on the south Hoboken waterfront, the town began to develop
an increasingly urban character. In the mid-nineteenth century, German aund
northern European steamship lines located their trans—Atlantic docks along the
waterfront; a significant amount of their trade involved European migration to
the United States, and as a result Hoboken .developed a significant German
community. Thus, the Hoboken waterfront became fully developed early in the
town's history, largely under the leadership of the Hoboken Land and Improvement
Company, the Stevens family real estate concern. Once the southern Hoboken area
was fully built up, the riverfront development jumped to the north of Castle
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Point, into the area formerly occupied by the Elysian Fields. Again, the primary
focus was port-related activities, with rail-to-ship transfer facilities,
drydocks, and water-related industries. Directly behind and parallel to the
river, the commercial area of the town developed along the Washington Street
corridor and the streets to the west of Washington Street became lined with
residential row houses for merchants and businessmen, up to the point about
‘where the present Clinton Street lies. Beyond was the marshy area, and it
therefore ' became inevitable, considering the pressure, that the creeks and
~marshes would be filled and built upon. Thus, it was in this area that less
expensive workers housing, warehousing, secondary commercial strips, and mnon
water-related industries appeared, in something of a random pattern, and it was
in this back of town location that Keuffel and Esser's works were established.

The first manufacturing presence of Keuffel and Esser in Hoboken dates from
1875, when the partners rented a vacant loft building at the southwest cormer of
Grand and Third Streets. (This building stood until 1983, when it was destroyed
by fire; ruins and some reconstruction of the building are extant.)

Keuffel and Esser erected their first manufacturing building in Hoboken in
1880; a three story building at the northeast corner of Adams and Third Streets.
This building was an Italianate style building with a distinctive oriel on the
second floor corner bay on the Third Street elevation. It was in this building
that K&E first manufactured blueprint paper. This building was subsequently
enlarged by the addition of two stories in the middle of that decade, as well as
by erection in 1884 of the pr1nc1pal frontage from 404 to 412 Third Street,
designed by Lederle and Company, of New York. This five story, 17 bay building
was distinguished by a more pronounced Italianate styling and had a decorative
parapet above the cornice in the central two bays of this segment. -This struc-—
ture was used primarily for the 'manufacturing of surveying instruments. A
subsequent addition to this building extended the same treatment along Grand
Street, with a similar decorative cornice parapet on this elevation as well., 1In

. both parapets the company name was identified: "K&E". An additional £frame
manufacturing structure occupied the northwest corner of Third and Adams Street,
opposite the original building.

In 1905 the frame buildings at Third and Adams were destroyed by fire, and
Keuffel and Esser engaged the Turner Construction Company to erect a new build-
ing which would serve as both manufacturing space and as the company's head-
quarters. This building, which was among the first and largest buildings to be
erected of reinforced concrete, was distinguished by a seven story clock tower
in the Italianate/Renaissance style, as interpreted in reinforced concrete.
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-This building became known as the West Factory; its informal name, the 'Clock : |
Tower" building was not officially applied until the 1970s.

| 5
" - Today, the two distinctive building styles and periods of Keuffel and
Esser's presence in Hoboken remain as the major physical presence expressive of
I} Hoboken's nineteenth and early twentieth century industrial past. As such, they I
| are major visual landmarks in the cityscépe. . 7

| Few other companies in the United States are so distinctly identified with
' - the professioms of architecture, engineering, drafting, and the processes of
precision measurement as the firm of Keuffel and Esser. '

e

£

The partnership of Wilhelm Keuffel and Herman Esser, both descended from
immigrant German families, and both residents of Hoboken, .dates from Jnly ., L9
1867, when they opened an office on Nassau Street in New York City to specialize
in the importation of precise instruments and exotic materials of need to the
i professions of architecture, engineering, and drafting. Prior to this time,
such supplies as were available were sold along with more commonplace articles

in hardware and mill supply stores. No other company had made these specialized
'?( - sales their speciality, and Keuffel and Esser's business flourished, their
i . products being used in drawing the plans for the Brooklyn Bridge as well as

; numerous other important comstruction products throughout the country. In 1868 ,
\ " they brought out their first catalog, and the following year their products were
| l awarded a medal for excellence by the American Institute. They soon outgrew

doariey

their office, and opened a showroom and office at 127 Fulton Street in New York.

l{J‘ The move from retail provision of these supplies to their manufacture dates
] ‘ from 1870, when Keuffel and Esser rented a small loft on Dutch Street in New
York, where triangles were cut from sheets of the newly developed India hard
rubber. They soon outgrew this space, and looked to their hometown of Hoboken
for additionmal space. The idea of the new business was to specialize in fine
‘ '{instruments and exotic materials- needed by engimeers and architects. This
ll included an assortment of finely machined ruling pencils, compasses and divid-
ers, and such other items as protractors of horn and nickel silver, trammels of

rosewood or mahogany, and ink in small glossy cakes from India and China.

'1 By 1889 the Keuffel and Esser partmership had grown so rapidly that it was
dissolved and the Keuffel and Esser Company was incorporated in New Jersey,
although their headquarters remained in New York. (The headquarters, as well,
l‘ were moved to Hoboken when the Clock Tower building opened imp 1907.) The
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company continued to expand their line of measuring instruments, and by 1891 K&E
was manufacturing the first slide rules to be made in this country.

Herman Esser retired from the business in 1902, and Wilhelm Keuffel died in
1908, at which time leadership of the firm was taken over by Carl M. Berengau,
vice president and treasurer of the firm, as well as a manufacturer of tele-
scopes. The company's manufacturing facilities continued to expand ‘primarily
northward along Grand Street :

EErT—

During World War I, the company produced most of the submarine periscopes
for the U.S. Navy as well as fine control instruments of all kinds, including
the optical glass used in ‘those articles. In World War II, K&E specialized in
the production of anti-aircraft range finders for Army and Navy. For army
engineers, optical reading theodolites with glass circles were developed.
Perhaps the single most unique aspect of K&E operations was the raising of an
exotic spider, whose body produced fine silken threads used as cross-hairs in
periscope and gun sights.

Sousiaati

i

By 1928, the Keuffel and Esser complex ‘had a floor area of over 250,000
square feet, with nearly 1,000 employees. It also had manufacturing or sales
facilities in Chicago, St. Louis, and San Francisco as well as in Chatham, New
Jersey. 'There were ancillary buildings located elsewhere in the general mneigh-
g borhood of the Hoboken plant, although they were not contiguous to the principal
complex.

- #

The first sign of obsolescence of the Hoboken buildings came in 1942, when
, the original complex was shut down and operations transferred to other local and
out of town facilities. By the mid-1960s the Hoboken operations were beginning
to be relocated to suburban New .Jersey areas: .2 plant was opened in Rockaway
Township in 1967, and the administrative and executive offices were moved to a
site in Morris Township in 1968. The final presence in Hoboken ended with the
closing of the "West Factory'", or Clock Tower Building on December 31, 1970.

od

The original complex, from the time of cessation of Keuffel and Esser
operations, held various itinerant manufacturers, and at the present time there
are still both manufacturing and residential loft spaces within the structures.
The Clock Tower building was the subject of a much publicized conversion to
- senior citizen housing in the mid-1970s, and was hailed as a premier example of
Il‘ adaptive reuse of obsolete industrial facilities. It did, however, suffer a

|

minor loss of original architectural integrity, as the window plane was broken
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in many instances to provide exterior balconies for the
Generally though it was a complimentary rehabilitation.
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.‘1 KEUFFEL AND ESSER CHRONOLOGY
.‘ : & 1867 ‘ Partnership formed by Wilhelm Keuffel and Herman Esser
'w : cl875 Partne_rship rent; vacant loft at SW éérner 3rd & Grand, Hoboken. “
." } 1880 Partnership opens 3 story building at NE corner Adams and 3rd.
. .1880 | i(&E makes their first blueprint paper.
.§ 1884 .  New building by Lederle and Co.: 4 story L-shaped building.
'11 d 4.885 K&E begins manufacture of surveying instruments.v
| :’3; 1889 Partnership dissolved, Keuffel and Esser Company formed.
.: i 1891 K&E manufactures first slide fulés in this country.
: : 1095 Fire destroys wooden buildings and warehouse, 3rd between Adams !
.\‘ o and Jefferson. : : ' |
| 1907 West Factory (Clock Tower) opens; K&E headquarters moved from New | \

| : York City to Hoboken.

cl918 K&E produces most of submarine periscopes for U.s. Navy.
.5 " 1941-45  K&E i)roduces anti-aircraft range finders for U.S. Arm}; & Navy. ‘
| 1942 Original K&E complex sold; operation.s remain in Clock 'Iowe.r. ‘
.} 1967-68  K&E builds ne.w. plant at Morristownm. : » :
| ‘ 1970 - K&E ‘ceases operatioms in .Hoboken. |
‘ 1976~ Clock Tower Apartments open.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __3.1 acreas (1,15 acres, K&E Bldgs, 1.95 acres, Clock tower)

Quadrangle name _Jersey City NJ-NY Quadrangle scale __1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification K&E Original Buildings, Block.51, Lots -1-8, 27-35
. - A Clock Tower Apartments, Block 50, Lot 1., ;

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries NA

code

state f code county

' state : ' code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Charles Wyatt
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of thls property within the state is:

natlonal g . state ‘ __X_Iocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer fogp4he Nation Hm/ ic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in
according to the criteria and procedures set forth
Deputy

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

and certify that it has been evaluated

' title Actlng Director, D:Lvn,symé P/f/rk# /res ry

o

For KPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is InctGded in the Natlonal Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:

date
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HISTORIC NAME: X & E Plant COMMON NAME:

LOCATION: 400 34 Third (300-18 Grand, BLOCK/LOT

. ! . 301 7 Adams :

'MUNICIPALITY: COUNTY: i
USGS QUAD: : ; : ' UTM REFERENCES: -
OWNER/ADDRESS: : i Zone/Nerthing/Easting
DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: late 19th C. . .+ Source of Date:

Plrenitects. » Builder:

Style: Commercial Form/Plan Type:

Number of Stories: Five at Adams, Four
Pon Third & Grand, also six stories.at Grand

‘Foundation:
Exterior Wall Fabric: Brick . : ' P SRS e

Fenmmratmn: Malnly six over six, except factory sash in 3!2 T e
' Grand section. :
Roof/Chimneys:

Additional Architectural Description:

The oldest section at Adams and third has an oriel in the second.
story in the Westermost Third Street bay. Windows are six over six.
This section has a denticulated wood cornice and most nearly suggests
the italianate style. Lintels are flat and flush. :

The section along 400-14 Third and 300-10 Grand .is later and has a
plain cornice and segmenual arch window openings. Most notable is
a three story cast-iron oriel that projects ocut from both ;ldes of
the facade over the corner entry at Third and Grand

The top two storles at about 308-12 Grand are brlck additions with
six ovexr six sash " (cent'd below) ' i

PHOTO Negative File # : + Map (Indicate North)

310-18 Grand is a five story factory sash buiiding with large rec-
tangular bays and two sets of two story brick piers above the first
story. An addition in similar style forms the sixth story.




:G, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES

| s1TIH

The building occupies a whole half-block and faces a factory group-
ing to the south and the newer K&E (now converted to apartments) plant
to the West. ’ . : ; '

|

[l

7

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban [ ] Suburban [ ] Scattered Buildings [ ]
Open Space [ ] Woodland 11 Residential [ ] Agricultural [ ]
Industrial K] Highway Commercial [ ] Other [ ]

Downtown Commercial [ 1

kit

SRE

~

SIGNIFICANCE:
miliarity to the buildings to the

ts relationship to the newest

The size of the plant and its fa
hird and Grand

South across Third, as well as 5t
. K&E plant make it important. The oriel window at T

is exceptional.

i

A BB B B =B =
J v ’M i &"II T :

PRESENT USE:

Excellent [ ] Good [ ] Fair [X] Poor [X]
No [ ] part of District [X

zoning [ X Deterioration K]

ORIGINAL USE:
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
REGISTER ‘ELIGIBILITY: Yes [ 1 Possible [ ]
THREATS TO SITE: Roads el Development [ ]
No Thredt ] ] other [ ] %
COMMENTS: T :

i

eend

REFERENCES:

RECORDED BY: j. P. Sholeen DATE: g§/22/78

ORGANTZATION:




’U ' .NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY # 37-6-10
' | INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

H'_[—HISTORIC NAME: geuffel & Esser ; COMMON NAME: Clock Tower Apartments
' LOCATION: 300 Adams Street . BLOCK/LOT 5011-15,21-34 '
H MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken - COUNTY: Hudson
» ]. USGS QUAD: , UTM REFERENCES:
= OWNER/ADDRESS: L Zone/Northing/Easting
~ ’ . 5
~1 DESCRIPTION :
3 ‘Construction Date: 1906 ‘ Source of Date: puilding parapet
5} ! { 5
b B .
) : Architect: e . Builder:
Style: Commercial Form/Plan Type: '"L" shaped
Number of Stories: Five - Fourteen bays on
‘ .. Third, Seven on Adams :
Foundation:

Exterior Wall Fabric: Concrete, painted yellow

Senostration: Three vertical panes over spandrels in wide recténgular
‘bays. Recessed slidinx doors in second through fifth stories in nine
Roof/Chimneys:bays along Third Street.

N¥ITJERSFY OB625

tro cm o PREMTAN
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Additional Architectural Description:

The most impressive feature is a clock tower which rises out of the
corner of the building at Adams and Third. '

The large building was apparently extended along Jefferson St. The
area to the east of that extension and to the north of the Third and
Adams wing is an open area with concrete gateways that now functiens
as a children's park/playground. - :
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] bLJ.LI\‘b, . BOUNDARY ,DESCPJ.P'IION AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

'1m1 Across from Senior Citizen's Housing to South. The cld K&E ;
plant is to the East and a similar nineteenth century factory
Ii grouping is cater corner to the Southeast :

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban [ ] Suburban [ ] Scattered Buildings [ ]
Open Space [ ] 'Woodland [ ] Residential [y] Agricultural [ ]
II[ Industrial [ 3 Downtown Commercial [ ]. Highway Commercial B Other [ ]

Scattered residential along Jefferson.

-
umnunj

SIGNIFICANCE: .

el
ol

One of the most impressive structures in H

oboken‘in terms of size
' v and clarity of expression of structure.

| 3 ORIGINAL USE: Light Industrial . - PRESENT USE: Apartment bldg.
) § PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent [¢] Good [ ] Fadr ] | ' Poer f ]
SNRECTSTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [ ] Possible [ ] Ho | 1] Part of District [

L

=0 THREATS TO SITE: Roads [ ] Development Zoning [ ] Deterioration F ]
| § No Threat [x] Other':] ] T
COMMENTSS". i

IIW] One of the more heavily publicized conversions of récent years.

REFERENCES:

' RECORDED BY: J. P. Sholeen DATE: 8-22-78
l'? ORGANTZATION:

| i
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KEUFFEL AND ESSER COMPLEX, HOBOKEN, N.J.
¢ 1907. Clock Tower Building at left.

Buildings "A"-"D" at right.
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Photo # .KEUFFEL AND ESSER COMPLEX, Hoboken, N.J. ! Photo #  .KEUFFEL AND ESSER COMPLEX, Hcboken, N.J.
Building C, at intersection of Third and Grand Sts., Clock Tower Building, Third Street elelvation, view
view looking NW ; looking west.
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ffice of Community Development From: Frank Borsky

84 Washington Street 8 West 9th Street
Hoboken, New Jersey 07030 New York, New York 10011
(201) 792-6700 (212) 477-5147
Bob Armstrong

1

BEFORE--Here's how Keuffel and Esser plant looked when firm was

located in Hoboken, N.J.




Prtate of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF PARKS AND FORESTRY
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
CN 404
TRENTON, NJ 08625
(608) 292-2023

April 21, 1987

Mr. Edward F. Clark

Hudson County Executive

i i Administration Building
g Jersey City, N.J. 07306

[ : 'Dear Mr. Clark:

|
| I am pleased to inform you that 1200, 1202, 1204, 1206
Washington Street, Hoboken, Hudson County were entered onto
l]., the National Register of Historic Placeson March 9, 1987.
The National Register is the official 1list of cultural
.' resources significant in American History, architecture,
Wﬂ archeology, engineering or .culture. Listing in the National
éj Register insures that properties affected by undertakings
that are federally executed, licensed, or financially
). assisted will be subject to review and comment in accordance
' with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

+ +The application for 1200, 1202, 1204, 1206 Washington
I ; Street was favorably received by the National Park Service,
U.S: Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. and was
subsequently signed onto the National Register by the Keeper
: ’ of the National Register.

Congratulations.
t,!i : Sincerely,
5 YA LD A
it 1 ' 'Nhncy L. Zerbe
: Administrator |

4

_] ‘

NLZ/mh

Ilj cc: Mr. Daniel Sansone, Board Clerk

. |

! 4D

.‘ , : K - New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer




Stute of New Jerseyg

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF PARKS AND FORESTRY
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
CN 404
TRENTON, NJ 08825
(609) 292-2023

December 8, 1986

Mr. Edward F. Clark

Hudson County Executive

: Administration Building

§ Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

i 5 .
{ " 3

Dear Mr. Clark:

I am.pleased to  inform youivthat 1200, 1202, 1204, and 1206
Washington Street, Hoboken, Hudson County were entered onto the
New Jersey Register of Historic Places - on December 3, '1986. 1In
accordance with N:J.S.A. 13:1B-15.131, listing cf an area, site,
structure or object in the New Jersey Register of Historic Places

'prevents the State, a county, municipality or any of their
~agencies or instrumentalities from undertaking any project that
will encroach upon, damage or destroy the property listed without

approval from the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental i
Protection. : |

gynoi T

I
The -applicEYion for 1200, "1202, 1204, and 1206 Washington

‘Street was favorably received by the State Review Board for i

Historic Sites and was subsequently signed onto the State Register

by the State Historic Preservation Offieer. It will now be sent I

to the National Park Service,: U.S. . Department of the Interior,

Washington, D.C. to be considered for inclusion in the National

Register of Historic Places. . The Office of New Jersey Heritage

will inform you when we receive notification from the National

Register Office that 1200, 1202, 1204, and 1206 Washington Street

have been entered onto the National Register.

: [ ——

!‘ b Congratulations.

Sincerely,

1 = : /\Mbj e

. Nancy L. Zerbe
Administrator
I" NLZ/dy
1 o Mr Daniel Sansone, Board Clerk

l ‘ ol New Jerssy Is An Equal Opportunity Employer
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4. Owner of Property

NPS Form 10-900 _ OMB No. 1024 -0018
Exp. 0-31-84

B2
g

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service ; For NPS usa only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

‘See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms

Type all entries—complete applicable sections

 1. Name

historic  Fldorado and 1202,1204, 1206 Washington Street

and'or common 1200, 1202, 1204, 1206 Washington Street
2. Location

street & number 1200, 1202, 1204, 1206 Washington Street NA_ ot for publication
city, town Hoboken ___ vicinity of
state New Jersey code 034 county Hudson code 017

3. Classification

Ca}eg'ory Ownership Status Present Use
_X_ district ___ public _X_ occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
____building(s) _Xprivate ' unoccupied _X_commercial —__ park
0 sinucture e iboth ___work in progress ____educational X__ private residence
S gite Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment ____religious
R tobieCct, —. | process X yes: restricted — government —.=scientific

___ being considered ____ yes:unrestricted ___industrial ____transportation

2D —__ military = Other:

name (See continuation sheet)

street &Inumber

city, town __ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds
street & number Hudson County Court House
city, town Jersey City state New Jersey

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Hoboken'Historic Structures Survey  has this property been determined eligible? ___ yes X _no

date 1978 . federal . .state ____ county _2Z jocal

depositary for survey records Office of New Jersey Beritage, CN 404

city. town Trenton state New Jersey 08625




I

' 7. Description

[ 1
Ill ondition Check one Check one
— excellent ___ deteriorated __ unaltered _X original site ;
; % good : L rinS _X_ altered —__ moved date s e e i
Il& fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known)} physical appearance

T

The building numbered 1200 Washington Street stands at the
northwest corner of the intersection of Washington and Twelfth
Streets, Hoboken. The buildings numbered 1201-1206 are adjacent to
i the north along Washington Street. All four buildings were designed
w . by Charles Fall and erected c. 1892. LR ] :

ikt

) 1200 Washington is a five-story rectangular block, four bays wide

w, t and five deep, constructed of common-bond brick. It contalns two

| stores on the ground floor. and apartments above. A third store (102

- Twelfth Street) occupies a one-story section running across the rear

l( of the building, apparently added within a few years of the.original
construction. . The store bays are defined by cast-iron pilasters.

Those on the addition differ slightly in detail from those.on the

Iw front. There are four wooden storefronts: +two on the front (east)
elevation, 'one on the south side of the main building at its west

corner, and one on the addition. Each consists of a paneled base

d with consoles, a large display window with transom, & recessed entry

.‘ with glazed door under a transom, and a heavy cornice with modillions

and dentil band. On the front, the two entries are paired at the

: center of elevation. The storefronts had been altered and then were

II . damaged by fire c. 1980; all have now been restored to their original

appeardance.

[ere—

-

R

II ‘ The apartment entry is located on the south side of the building
and is covered by a carved brownstone hood; massive consoles with
female heads and floral ornament support an entablaturs bearing'tbe
Imwn original name: of. the building, "Eldorado”, and,a.Pediment~COntalnlng

|

' a medallion surrounded by further floral ornament. Within the gn?ry,
ir of glazed doors. Iron railings

ntry and the adjacent

T

o ———;

a heavy rope molding surrounds a pa
Iw _ line the steps leading up to the residential e
\ steps to the basement areaway.

a2 Brownstone is also used for belt courses on the second and fifth
Im L e Ye Priont and south side of building, for the sills of the
windows, all of which have 1/1 sash, and for flat hoods above the
windows on the second floor. On the third through fifth floors,” the
Im paired windows on the front elevation and also those in the central
' | three bays at the side are set in panels recessed slightly f;om the
outer plane of the wall to give the effect of pilasters or pilers;
smaller recessed panels are used as decorative elements under all

J § windows on the fourth and fifth floors.

+the windows are capped by simple segm?ntal
f the building
a

‘On the rear elevation,
| arches of brick. Both the front and side elevations ©
! are crowned by a paneled frieze ornamented with floral swags by

:
lﬂ |
3

e
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
'Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet  1200-1206 Washington Street!tem number 7

Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ

heavy bracketed cornice. The original frieze and cornice suffered
substantial damage in the c. 1980 fire; surviving elements were used
as a model for the replicas now in place.

The fire completely gutted the interior of 1200 Washington Street.
The original decorative features included marble mantels and door and
window surrounds with simple grooved moldings and bull’s-eye corner
blocks. . As part of the rehabilitation now in progress, door and
window casings have been replicated, but the fireplaces were not
reconstructed. Rehabilitation of the interior of the building is
finished and work on the exterior is complete, with the exception of
some repair to brownstone courses, sills and lintels. The historic
appearance of the exterior of the builing is virtually intact.

The three buildings at 1202-1206 Washington are each five-stories
high, four bays wide, constructed of brick in common bond.
Originally each contained two stores on the ground floor and two
apartments on each upper floor. The stores at 1206 have now been
converted. to apartments. . The three structures were designed to read

_as .a-unit,to.give. them'greater presence on the street. A central
:pediment rises.above the cornice:on 1204, and the cornice line breaks

out over the center of the two flanking buildings. Party walls are
defined only by simple pilasters and by urn finials at the roofline.

iihe residential entry for each building is recessed between
cast-iron pilasters at the center of the first floor. Additional
cast-iron pilasters mark the first-floor party walls. On either side
of the main entry at 1202 and 1204 is a wooden storefront consisting

' of a recessed entry with a glazed door under a transom and a display

window with a paneled base with consoles and a bulkhead transom. A
single cornice with modillions and dentil band runs across the
storefronts and entries. At 1206 the storefronts have been replaced
with brick infill with paired sash windows, but the central pilasters
and entry remain in place.

The upper stories of the three buildings are virtually identical.
Windows are 1/1 sash; their cast~iron heads are segmentally arched
on the second floor, pedimented on the third, and flat on the fourth
and fifth. The only exception is the fourth floor of 1204, where the
centrality is emphasized by pedimented hoods. Brick decorative
banding links the hoods of the second-floor windows and runs below
the sills of those on the third through fifth floors. The elevations
are capped by a band of corbelling and a metal cornice with scroll
brackets. Metal storm windows have been added at 1204 and 1206, and
through-wall air condtioning units have been installed at 1204.
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Interior features of 1202-1206 Washington include marble mantels,
molded window casings, and louvered shutters; both 1204 and 1206
retain their original stairs with carved newels and turned balusters.
All three buildings have been rehabilitated with some modification of
plan. ' The exterior of 1202 is essentially unaltered and, despite the
changes noted above, the facades of 1204 and 1206, retain much of
their historic appearance.

'
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Continuation sheet  1500_1906 Wachinaton Street !tem number i

Interior features of 1202-1206 Washington include marble mantels,
molded window casings, and louvered shutters; both 1204 and 1206
retain their original stairs with carved newels and turned balusters.
All three buildings have been rehabilitated with some modification of
plan. ' The exterior of 1202 is essentially unaltered and, despite the
changes noted above, the facades of 1204 and 1206, retain much of
their historic appearance.

'




7'8. ‘Significance
i

Period : Areas of Significance—Check and justity below
| 7] -.-- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . community planning . landscape architecture . religion
| ..—— 1400-1498 .. .. archeology-historic conservation o daw o ARG e e science
.—. 1500-1599  __ _ agriculture . .—.economics .. literature . ... sculpture
— 1600-1688 ._¥X architecture -.... education _  military .- .. social/
‘ 1700799 Ll Kant . engineering — e MUSIC humanitarian
__X..,1800-1899 ._ .commerce VEL e exploration'settiement _... philosophy i theater
=i 1800 .. communications . . industry .. politics:government  __ transportation
e . . Invention ____ other (specity)

s LT AR I O YA i S 55

" specific dat Buiitder Arahil ct
2 bl ks S EVIR TSR 1 /T O ."_WHL ?L“IE.'f 4 ithavied Pall iy L

2 Statement of Significance (in one par_agraph) S

The four buildings standing at 1200 (the Eldorado) and 1202-1206
)= Washington Street, all of them five-story brick apartment houses with
{8 =stores at the first floor, are locally significant as well-preserved ‘
examples of the work of Charles Fall, who was notable not only as a I
talented and prolific architect but alsc as an influential member of ?
Hoboken’s business community. Although Fall’s work covered a range
of architectural types, from the single-family residence to the fire
station, he was best known as the designer of apartment buildings. |
The four Washington Street properties are also representatlve of the |
rapid physical growth and urbanization of the city of Hoboken in the :
last decades of the 19th century and of the acceptance of apartments
as a type of residence for the middle class.

sl

L -

Hoboken was founded in 1804 when Col. John Stevens laid out part i
of his farm (purchased in 1785) with streets for a new town. This ‘
first dedication covered the area of present Hoboken bounded by f
‘Hudson (east), Newark (south), Willow (west), and Eighth (north) ‘h
Streets.' Through the early 13900s Hoboken was favored as a place for ‘
summer cottages and the area to the north became a recreation ground w
W or New York City, with a trotting course, cricket fields, and boat il |
elubs at 'the waterfront: At SR L e S R ”W

——

In 1839 the ‘Stevens family conveyed the remainder of the original 1
farm to the Hoboken Land and Improvement Company, which they
E controlled. ~ The company would play an important role in'the
' § subsequent development of the town. In the south and central
sections of Hoboken, the company built and sold block-long rows of 1
houses or, in some cases, sold lots on condition that masonry il
buildings of at least three stories be built on them. The company
was also responsible for the development of the waterfront and
controlled the ferry service to New York. Washington Street was the 0
pPrincipal north-south thoroughfare and the town’s commercial street, fill
' lined with hotels, taverns, and stores. Hoboken was incorporated as ‘
a ety a1 855,

| 3 Although HBoboken had only 9,700 residents in 1860, by 1880 the ‘
number had swelled to 31,000 and in 18380 reached 43,700. The rise in

population reflected Hoboken’s increasing prominence as a commercial

| i and transportation center. Several factors combined to produce this

rapid growth, among them an influx of German and Irish immigrants, i
Hoboken's proximity to New York City, and the fact that it was a
terminus both for ferry service and for railroads to the West.
Equally important was the construction on the Hoboken waterfront of
, terminals for several trans-Atlantic steamship companies, including
i the Hamburg-America Line (1863), the Netherlands America Steam

* Navigation Company (1872), the Thingralla Steamship Company (1873),

et

i = i -
o ;
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and the Wilson and Scandanavian American Lines (1880s).

The area north of Eighth Street remained essentially rural in
character until about 1880, but then the density of the population
and the lack.of building sites in the original boundaries of -the ¢ity
forced Hoboken to expand onto the undeveloped land, and the Hoboken
Land and Improvement company began selling lots between Eighth and
Eleventh Streets. In 1886, the company dedicated land up to

‘Fourteenth Street, and opened ferry service from the foot of
. Fourteenth Street to New York City that same year.

This northern portion of Hoboken built up gquickly with homes,

clubs, and public buildings. Washington continued to be the

principal street and its northern blocks were soon lined with
apartment houses. Although the apartment house as such appeared in
Europe in the 18th century and had become common there by the early
19th century, the first apartment houses in the United States for
middle class residents (as opposed to tenements) were built in New
York about 1870 and in Chicago about 1880. The construction of
apartments on Hoboken’s,Washington_Street-reflected the acceptance of

_'_this building;type,forxmiddle_class‘housing in areas with dense
_population and high land values. 5

Among the most notable of the apartment houses in Hoboken were
those designed by Charles Fall, who specialized in this building
type. Fall’s buildings were typically of masonry construction, four
or five stories high with commercial space at the ground floor, and
featured details derived from classical architectural styles. &
number of his apartment buildings are extant along upper Washington
Street, but 1200 and 1202-1206 Washington are among the earliest and

best preserved of them.

The design of 1200 and 1202-1206 Washington Street illustrates
Fall’'s skill in applying classical revival stylistic details to
essentially box-like apartment blocks to create a distinctive
architectural character. The use of such high-style elements was
intended to appeal to middle class residents by giving these :
multi-family buildings at least some of the exterior design gualities
of a substantial private residence. At 1200 the decorative details
also reinforce its visual importance as a corner building. The
structures at 1202-1206 have been handled as a single composition to
increase their weight in the streetscape; here decorative elements
are used both to the unify the +hree facades and to balance them on a

central axis.

Charles Fall was born in Hoboken on July 9, 1865, and, after
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- buildings on the ‘west side.of Washington between Twel
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graduating from public high school, learned the trade of a builder.
Although he was listed in the city directory for 1885-86 as a
bookkeeper, in 1887 Fall went into business with Arthur Seitz,
selling building materials and fireclay products. The firm must have
profited from the building boom that followed the opening of northern
Hoboken for development and may even have been formed because of it.

Fall apparently had no formal training as an architect, but
instead had studied in his spare time. Among the first buildings he
designed were houses for himself and Seitz, constructed c. 1889 at
915 and 917 Washington Street. Fall soon dissolved his partnership
with Seitz and was listed in the city directory for 1830-91 as an
architect. The buildings at 1200 and 1202-1206 Washington were
erected about the same time; they do not appear on the Sanborn
Insurance Map of Hoboken for 1891, but were completed in time for a

_ photograph of them to appear in Art Work of Hoboken, published in
~ 1883. . By the time the city directory of 1882-93 was printed Fall was
_conducting his practice from an office at 1214 Washington, which he

had also designed. Ultimately Fall would design almost. all the
fth‘and

Thirteenth Streets.

‘Over the years Fall designed, in addition to his apartment houses,
private residences, an office for +he Hoboken Land and Improvement
Company, and municipal buildings including schools and a firehouse.
While continuing his architectural practice, he also became
increasingly involved in Hoboken’s business community, parbiculariy
in banking. Fall was one of the organizers of the Hoboken Board of
Trade, established in 1804. In the Board’s History of Hoboken,
published three years later, Fall was listed among the Board members
as an architect, but appeared elsewhere in the book as president of
the Hoboken Trust Company (established in 1880). He was also a
founder of the Guarantee Mortgage and Bond Corporation and of the

North Bergen Trust Company.
Fall was a member of

en and Hudson
New Jersey,

In addition to his professional activities,
‘numerous civic and fraternal organizations in Hobok
County. He eventually moved from Hoboken to Montclair,

where he died on December 6, 1850.
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'9. Major Bibliographical References

1

I

(See continuation sheet)

E 10. Geographical Data

:

§Acreage of nominated property __Jess than—one—acre
Quadrangle name Weehawken

Quadrangle scale 1z 24000

"'§ UTM References

g A ;
"A o B
el Lslewlaiziol leslinliieio] e T e i
ﬂ Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
] TR e kS A K T 0 0§ TS RO T P h T B L
E_E[ljlllllj__]lllLllJ_J ST A s R T T
1T 1 A Ol R ML o 5 2 T A By Ao o TR KT SR
ﬁ Verbal boundary description and justification
- (See continuation sheet)
. A‘! List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries NA
H‘, state code county code
|
‘ istate code ) county code

1 11. Form Prepared By

" nameftitle Polly A. Matherly, Associate Director

., %organizat’:on Heritage Studies, Inc. date Qctober 1986
telephone (609) 466-9606

-Néstreet&number’ 20 Seminary Avenue
\‘ i . '

city or town Hopewell . state New Jersey 08525

1 j12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
| '
l . pational . Uistate X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Na

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natigr
i ional Park Service.

ii according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the N
' BERE Fistori jon Officer s e Ll M
tale Historic Preservation Officer signature v 7
; date / /5 /C(/

title Aggistant Commissioner for Natural Resources

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {(Public Law 88—
al Register and certify that it has been evaluated

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

i poosiin

date

| 2 Keeper of the National Register

s iy

date

Attest: in h i
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Art Works of Hoboken. Chicago: W. H. Parrish Publishing Co., 1833.

Evening News. The Evening News and Hoboken. Hoboken: Evening News,
. 1893 .

I ; Gopsill's Jersey Citv., Hoboken. W. Hoboken. Union Hill and Weehauken
o Directory, 1885-86, 1889-90, 1891-92, 1892-83.

Fall, Charles. Sketches from An Architect’s Portfolio. (n.p., n.d.;

cited in ‘catalogue of Hoboken Public Library, but m1551ng from
shelves.)

[ r—

Hoboken Board of Trade. Historv of Hoboken. Hoboken: The Inquirer
wErint, 1907 ?

&Wﬁ

Charles Fall Obltuary ‘Hﬁﬂ Q:k_Iimgﬁ,‘December T 1860,
' Sanborn Map Company lnﬁuIQnQﬁ__ﬁPi__i__QkaQn, 18891.

a15Van Winkle, Dan,. Editor in Chlef H_ﬁ&g:ﬁ__ﬁ__h@_ﬂﬁniQiEﬁliiiﬁi_Qi

Hudson Countv., New Jersev.: ﬁiﬂ.l&Zi New York and Chicago: Lewis
Historical Publishing Co., Inc., 1824.
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Winfield, Charles H. Monograrh of Hoboken. Jersey Clty: 1@ 5
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, ) Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Continuation sheel 1200-1206 Washington Street !temnumber 10

The boundaries of the National Register nomination for 1200 and
1202-1206 Washington Street are those of the four parcels on which the
buildings stand, Loty 385, 36,37 and, 38 ocf Block 247" as shown on the
accompanying City of Hoboken tax map.

Specific lines are defined as follows: bounded on the east by the
west curb of Washington Street; on the south by the north curb of

- Twelfth Street; on the west by the eastern line of Lots 1 through 7 of
Block 247; and on the north by the southern line of lot 34.2 of Block

247.
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1200-1206 Washington Street
Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Photographer: Polly Matherly
Negatives: Heritage Studies
September 1986

view west, front elevations, 1202-1206

Washington Street
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1200-1206 Washington Street
Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Photographer: Polly Matherly
Megatives: Hevitage Studies
September 1986

view west, storefront, 1204 Washington




AR A s
st he
E LR
BAS

%3

T
R e

8
LR
GBI

N

o o e g
R O TR R e S e
BT ﬁi‘fﬁzg’&‘?ﬁ Boagde>
Tt vty 3 1 R e P 3
Fo e R e
o5

; ' e et BIR AT ST a0 it
1200-1206 Washington Street
Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Photographer: Charles Maunder
Negs: Heritage Studies
October 1986
detail of westibule flodt,
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L. OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
it @INDWIDUAL.STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.

i ;
HISTORIC NAME: Assembly of Exempt Firemen
LOCATION: 213 Bloomfield St.

MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken
USGS QUAD:

COMMON NAME: same
BLOCK/LOT ~201/7

COUNTY: Hudson
UTM REFERENCES:

OWNER/ADDRESS: City of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 Zone/Easting/Northing

DESCRIPTION
1870's

Construction Date: €. Source of Date:

INY LN LIV 2N

ol

Architect: Francis G. Himpler Builder: unknown

ﬁyh: Italianate Form/Plan Type: = rectangular

i ]
i

Number of Stories: 3

Led by 2N 0 N tol,

P R SET8.625 —tov9) 2077023

Foundation: brick

Exterior Wall Fabric: brick,

stretcher bond-

A 1 BAE = A

Fenestration: .3 equally-sized 1 over 1, arch-headed windows on -2nd fl.;
lancet windows on ‘lst and 3xd' fls.
: . . (Eale s =
RooﬂChunn%m.peaked e
Additional Architectural Description:

PV AL N

Symmetrically-conceived facade, with central

- segmentally-arched engine door with molded brick trim. Lancet

‘window is to the south of the engine door, wand .pedestrian door is

to the north. Centered above engine door is a grouping of three,
equally-sized 1 over 1, arch headed windows with segmentglly-arched
lintels and keystones. A sign identifying the building as the Assembly
of Exempt Firemen is centered above this window grouping. It is a

wood rectangular sign, with gold letters painted on a black background.
A pedimented parapet rises to the third storey level, and terminates is
in a modillion cornice , with brackets at the gable ends. The Assembly
Hall ceiling of the second floor features a plaster ceiling roundel
(The gas line is interpreted as fire hesc)
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SITING. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

The Assembly Hall is in a mid-block location on the east side of
Bloomfield St., and is surrounded by cheifly residential buildings
of simitar height. ' '

l_E
.
3

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [J Suburban [ Scattered Buildings [
Open Space [ Woodland [J Residential . Agricultural [J Village (J
Industrial [ Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial [ Other UJ

LB B

[ r]

ey

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Assembly of Exempt Firemen building is, together with

212 Park Ave., an early surviving fire house in Hoboken. Stylistically,
it. is unique in that it reflects both the late Italinate and Second
Empire styles, which are styles not utilized in the city's other

fire houses. It is an early example of the work of Hoboken architect
Francis G. Himpler, who went on to design City Hall and Our Lady of
Grace Church, and was an architect of state-wide prominence. The
influence of the Italinate and suggestion of Second Empire motifs is
notable, as the tatter style dominated much of nis later work. The
building exhibits a high level of craftsmansnip in its exterior
detailing as well as interior woodwork (second floor) and plasterwork
ceiling roundel. It is an architecturally intact example of a
facility built for the Exempt Firémen, a group formed to assist the
volunteer fire fighters of the city, which did not institute a’

paid fire department until 1891.

d

L USE:  fire house PRESENT USE: ¢ ame
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [ Good [34 Fair ] Poor [

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes i Possible (J . No [ Part of District [J
THREATS TO SITE: Roads[] Development [J Zoning [J Deterioration
} No Threat [J Other [J

COMMENTS. This building represents an important link to the fire-fighting

history of Hoboken, and could be considered individually eligible

for landmark designation. Its inclusion in a National Register Thematic
Group would insure its prpper conservation and enhance its meaning to
the community.

e T s

REFERENCES:

The Hoboken of Yesterday, Vol. II, George Long Moller, (Hoboken, 1966),
a2

Interview with Deputy Chief Officer James Hailoran, May, ‘1980,

RECORDED BY:  Patricia Florio DATE: February, 1983
ORGANIZATION: A,
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Church Square Park, Hoboken,

. thematic nomination.

i

Prtate of ':’{nu Jersrey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF PARKS AND FORESTRY
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
CN 404
TRENTON, NJ 08625
(609) 292-2023

February 24, 1987

Mr. Edward F. Clark
Hudson County Executive
Administration Building

. Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

Dear Mr. Clark:

ou that the Firemen's Monument,
Hudson County was entered onto
er of Historic places on October 30, 1986
ken Firehouses and Firemen's Monument

The seven other properties included in

this application were listed on the National Register on
The National Register is the

March 30, 1984 (see attached) . .

‘official list of cultural resources significant in American
History, architecture, archeology,’engineering or culture.
Listing in the National Register insures that properties
affected by undertakings that are federally executed,
licensed, or financially assisted will be subject to review

and comment in accordance with the National Historic

I am pleased to inform y

the National Regist
as part of the Hobo

- preservation Act of 1966.°

e Firemen's Monument was favorably
rk Service, U.S. Department of the
and was subsequently signed onto

e Keeper of the National Register.

The application for th

' received by the National Pa
Interior, Washington, P
the National Register by th

Congratulations.

i Sincerely,

Nancy L. Zerbe
Administrator

NLZ/lx
Attachment H — ( )

c: Mr. Daniel.T. Sansone, Boa lerk




DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
CN 402
TRENTON, N.J. 08625

g
j ; ; (609) 292-2028

June 13, 1984

R 3".-&'7:4 P

Mr. Edward F. Clark

Hudson County Executive

. Adminisgtration Puilding- |

1 Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

l‘ Dear Mr. Clark:
P

I am pleased to inform you that the thematic nomination
j of Hoboken Firehouses, Hoboken, Hudson County was entered
) onto the National Register of Historic Places on March 30,
1984. The National Register is the official list of cultural

“ ’ . resources significant in American History, architecture,
] : archeology, engineering or culture. Listing in the National
= Register insures that properties affected by undertakings
‘ ' that are federally executed, licensed, or financially
Ei | assisted will be subject to review and comment in accordance
‘ with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. .

13’ The application for the Hoboken Firehouses was favorably
‘ received by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, Washington, D.C. and was subsequently signed onto
the National Register by the Keeper of the National Register.

Congratulations.

},_l.
E

AT

o % X
F. Robert Perr;JULKr
Acting Administrato}
| . L FRR/oO

: cc: Mr. Daniel Sansone, Board Clerk
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Category Ownership Status Present Use
. district ___ public _X__ occupied __ agriculture —_ museum
____ building(s) —_ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial — park
— structure _X both ____work in progress ____educational _X_ private residence

IS cile Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —_religious
; object <2 lin process _X__ yes: restricted Y government ____scientific

X thematic ___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ____ industrial ____transportation
‘ ‘ ohe O ____ military ____other:

‘Type all entries—complete applicable sections

FHR—8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For Hcﬁs (i DALY
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See insfructions in How to Complete National Register Forms

1. Name Hoboken Firehouses & Firemen's Monument

historic

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Multiple locations..please refer to individual N/Anot for publication
survey forms

city, town Hoboken ____vicinity of congressianal district

state NJ code 034 county Hudson code 017

3 Classification Present use, ownership & accessibility vary...

please refer to individual survey forms

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership (See individual Survey forms)

street & number

city, town Hoboken ___vicinity of state NJ

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registrar of Deeds

street & number  Hudson County Administration Bldg., 595 Newark Avenue

city, town Jersey City state NJ

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Hoboken Historic Sites
title Inventory has this property been determined eligible? __ yes _.Ano

Historic American Buildings e
gate. 1978  also:  Survey, 1967 % federal _x state ___county ___ local

oy (S sutvey fecards Office of New Jersey Heritage, CN 402, Trenton, MNJ 08675




iw

7. Description
I' L Varies..please refer to individual forms

| ondition Check one Check one
— excelient — deteriorated ___ unaltered —X_ original site
= igood = ruins —__ altered — moved date
_fair : ____unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
3 The City of Hoboken has long been noted for its residential enclaves,

fndustries, and as a transportation center and once-prominent port. In
recent years it has also gained national attention for the residential
.‘iehabllltatlon and adaptive reuse projects which have helped the city
faintain its 19th century appearance and scale. The very buildings which’
are functionally related to the preservation and protection of the city and
“ts inhabitants from fires have gone largely unrecognized as many of them
jontinue to be used for fire- fighting purposes.

The seven buildings and one monpment forming the Hoboken Firehouses
hematlc grouping date. from the 1870's to 1915, and present a range of
«rchitectural styles. The buildings, erected by a city that experienced
a dramatic rise in population in the last quarter of -the 19th century, .
urvive as testaments to the city's expansion and changing needs. Four
the seven firehouses have undergone alterations of varying degrees of.
reversibility, and are being included as being Register eligible based
goon their historical significance. The buildings and monument are each
jgscribed<in the accompanying survey forms following the nomination form.

Il‘% The fire department was established by the Hoboken town committee in the
fear 1848. Hoboken began to experience growth after 1845, as Edwin A.
Stevens, the major land owner, started constructing houses fer those
“ho were attracted by the plcturesque setting and proximity to New York Clty
Il is the population grew, the Town Committee was asked to initiate a fire
protection system. A fire casued by lightning occurred in the fall of 1847,
destroying 'at least two houses on Washington St. between first and Second
%s After the town election.of the following year, the Committee was asked
Jo take action. Property owners raised by voluntary subsquptlon the funds
w1th which to build - an engine house and ' to buy a flre engine. On Sept.
Il , 1848, Engine Co. #1 was established with 66 men. The englne company
s duly chartered as the fire company of the town of Hoboken at the next
convening of “thé “Stdte-Legislature. The engine hodse was'located on the
'Frket Square's northwest corner, which is now the location of city hall.

: An early photographic view (pre 1862) shows the first firehouse on the

Market Square site, with firemen posing in front of a crane- -neck type of
ngine (this type of engine, in use until the 1890's in Hoboken, was g
-ransported manually to the scene of a.fire). .The two-storey brick firshouge . |
was two bays wide on its Washlngton St. side, and 5 bays along First St. It %..
. jad a bracketted, Italianate cornice, ar,ched, shuttered upper. storey w1ndowe, i
| lehtered over the engine doors.’ It also featured a wooden ‘watch tower on its 1
roof. The tower was not integrated into the design of the building, and f
I' ppeared on the .roof as a separate structure, Another such firehouse was
1hat of Oceana #1 (founded in 1856) and Excelsior #2 (founded in 1854), both
‘housed in a building at the ' southwest corner of Washington and Sixth Sts.
This was also a two-storey corner building, with four window bays along the
Iljashlncton St. facade, Palred arch-headed windows were centered over
che engine doors, and a watch tower was located on the roof. An ornamented
Ilganelled fascia was placed in the location of .a cornice. ‘ ;

i
i

{ The oldest surviving firehouse is thought to be 212 Park Ave., former
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*} United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Histeoric Places
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Continuation sheet 1 : item number 7 Page 1
$Engine Co. #4, and dates from the 1870's. It is a two-storey brick
building which is two bays wide. It has arched brick window lintels which

terminate in foliate blocks, and windows with arched heads. The ground
Ffloor has cast-iron piers which frame a single engine door, which is flanked
§by a window to the south and a door to the north. The cornice has been
removed, and the second storey brick piers are accentuated by a molded
~fascia. This building has a mid-block location on a side street, unlike the
previously described examples. Park Ave. was originally named Meadow St.,
after the proximity to the salt marsh area to the west of the ¢iky. - This
area remained rural when this building was constructed, hence, it was also

known as ''the Meadow Company."

; The Assembly of Exempt Firemen was formed as early. as 1860 .and used the

meeting halls of .other engine companies. 1In the early 1870's, the building
Bt 213 Bloomfield St. was constructed for its use. It was designed by Hoboken
architect Francis George Himpler in the late Italianate style. . The functionslk
nature of firehouses did not generally provide architects with many

‘opportunities for creative displays--the most essential requirements were

<those of an open ground floor plan for "apparatus,' and unobstructed space

for the offices and later dormitories on the upper fleors.to facilitate. the
fjuick responses to emergencies, In the case of the Exempt Firemen's Hall,
fowever, the architect was able to carry through a theme of aesthetic merit
because the second floor was to be an assembly space. The two-storey brick
building has a central opening for the engine door. Unlike the other
firehouses to date, the engine door aperture is arched and carries decorative
insignia. The central door is flanked on the north by an entry door and on
the south by a lancet window. Above the engine door are equally sized one
pver one segmental,arch- - headed windows with ornamented keystones. Centered
‘above the second storey windows is a grouping of three lancet windows at the
attic storey level. The central portion of the facade terminates in a ‘
Eediment with wood modillion blocks. The facade is presently painted a dark
rown with white cornice and door trim. This paint scheme conceals a facade
with brownstone sills and band courses of molded brick,
] A balustraded wooden stair along the northern wall of the ground floor .
leads to the assembly hall itself, a room the full width of the building and
approximately two-thirds its length. Its woodwork reflects Northern Renaissanc
@otifs found in other Himpler designs, such as the segmentally-arched door
enframement leading from the vestibule to the hall. The focal point of the
room is the ornamental plasterwork forming the base for a chandelier. Its
design has a fire-fighting theme, including ladders and a firehose which
Encircles the protruding lamp support.

: As mentioned previously, a firehouse was located in the Market Square

in the early days of the fire department. When, in 1881, the State
Hlegislature passed a law requiring muncipalities to erect city halls, Hoboken
elected to move its municipal offices from rented quarters and toe bulild

ppon land deeded to the city by the Hoboken Land & Improvement Co. on the
Parket Square. At approximately this time a firehouse was built between
"13th and 1l4th Sts. on Washington St. to serve the northern waterfront. The

gfirehouse itself was destroyed by a fire which swept through the entire
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Continuation sheet ltem number 7 Page 2

block in 1888. The next major firehouse to be built was the Romanesque
Revival building at 1313 Washington St.

i

Engine Co. #2 dates from 1890, and is an exhuberant example of the
Romanesque Revival :style, with Richardsonian influences. The three-storey
Ilubuilding, the city's northernmost firehouse, is located close to the corner
if l4th St., on the third lot from the corner, and is set back from the build-
ing line by 12'. The primary building material is tan stretcher bond. The
engine door.is flanked by cast-iron pilasters. The facade offers a.handsome
fomposition of balanced symmetry. Sandstone bands horizontally spanning the
Jacade, colonnettes, piers of brick and brownstone arches set the building
apart stylistically and architecturally from its surroundings., A rectangular
EI lower rises to the fourth storey level to the southern side of the building,
ind presents four brick piers which become pilasters at the third storey
level, where they terminate in brownstone foliate capitals. . The tower roof
il;?nd mansard roof at the third storey are of orange terra cotta-colored
,\jantiles. The tower is artfully incorporated into the design of the building,
and the facade is by far the most architecturally complex of any firehouse
built previously by the city. A limestone plaque at the third .storey level
iives the construction date. It was designed by the Hoboken firm of
rench Dixon & DeSaldern. With the exception of the widening of the engine
door and subsequent removal of the glass transoms above, the firehouse has
etained all of its original facade features.

o

In 1892, a Romanesque Revival firehouse was dedicated at 501 Observer
ighway (house completed in 1894) to house Engine Co. #1 and Truck Co. #2.
he triangular site is formed by the intersection of Newark and Madison Sts.
she building is rectangular in plan, with a rectangular fire tower (altered)
at its southeast corner. The laterally-oriented engine area provided maximum
jccessibility to all locations in the city, the principal ones being to the
ast and the northwest. The building is of orange-brown brick with brownstone
trim and a granite foundation. The design of Hoboken architect Charles Fall,
it was the southernmost firehouse to be constructed in the eityrrits position
s the only structure on this corner site, a major commercial corridor, gave
L a special type of importance which the architect successfully exploited.
s the only firehouse standing that was free-standing, its four sides featured
oulded brick, a carved decorative series of fascias, and a pleasing variety
f materials. The rectangular tower originally terminated in a pyrimidial
late roof. The area between the third storey level and the roof was treated
§ a Romanesque arcade to suggest a bel vedere. The rounded southeast
orner had a conical roof (now removed) which rose to the third’ storey
evel and was also presumably of slate. Although it is a visually prominent
uilding, the exterior changes detract from its importance in the evolution
if Hoboken's firehouses. :

i

nw o > b

D

Later in 1894, a new firehouse was built for Engine Co. #1 and fire
eadquarters at 128 Hudson St. 1Its architect is unknown, but it was designed
n the Eastlake style. It was demolished in 1975 when buildings on either
ide were removed for a drive-in branch of the lst Jersey Bank.

[}

The bronze Firemen's Monument, cast by J.W. Fiske on New York.CLty,
homnre the Hoholken Valunteer Fire Devt, It depicts a fireman rescuing a
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] The firehouse at 415 Grand St., built: for Engine Co.# 5, s, ofi an
equally distinctive style for its immediate surroundings. The three-storey

Iﬂfructure was designed by Fall & Maxon in 1898 in the Francis I style. Set
% a mid-block location, it contrasts with the neighboring four-storey’ brick
owhouses . in its.style, scale and materials, The facade is of a tan
stretcher bond, the roof is copper mansard, and has chimneys at its north

ilioauth sides. -The centrally-located fire engine door 1is set in an
clliptical arch, set off by a limestcne arch with decorat’ive keystone
S e=0.r. Similar to other mid-block firehouses, its centrally-placed door
l 5 flanked by equally-sized door to the south and a window to the north. The

. pctangular lintels of each bear decorative shields. The composition of the

facade is symmetrically ordered; a single dormer at the third-storey level is
lfroportionally diminished from the windows below. A denticulated limestone

?nd forms a cornice above the second storey level, and the vertically-

ribbed copper mansard is flanked by parapets with ornamented chimneys. The
lﬂlrmer is capped by a triangular pediment also set off by quoining. This

:gee—standing building is flanked on north and south sides by alleyways,

éach retaining its arched iron gates set inside overhead iron, ornamented
& ches. The rear of the first floor alley, according to department reports,
\?s used to quarantine horses. The second floor of this structure was
p-esumably used as a dormitory. The. design of the building gives it an almost
residential character, not unlike some of the individual townhouses found
«a Hudson St. beteeen 9th and 10th Sts. It has survived remarkably intact, and

5 now in private ownership. f
o The firehouse at 801 Clinton St. was built in 1907 in the Classical
¢ Bvival style (architect unknown). It is a two-storey structure of red

Liick with limestone trim. It is situated on a corner, and its principal
facade faces Clinton St. It features Tonic pilasters in the second storey,
{Eich once supported a metal cornice. The ground floor retains 1ts rusticated \
‘¥mestone trim with high basement on its principal facade and on three bays of - |
the nine-bay length on the side street. This firehouse, built for Engine Co. ‘
fd s still in active use, The removal of the cornice has severely

)

I
l&pmpromised the building's architectural integrity. l
r
{
I
|

- The 1915, three-storey firehouse at 9201 Jefferson St. is the most
lfgmosing of the firehouses in scale. It is on a corner site, and is sgquare in
1 tan, This free-standing structure has a tower rising two stories above the
uppermost floor on the Jefferson St. side, and was built to house Engine Co.

l@”?. Designed by Fagan & Briscoe, the style of the building is that of the
| talian Villa. The foundation is of rusticated limestone, and segmentally-
arched fire engine doors exist on the south and west facades.' The principal
facade material is beige stretcher bond. The corner facades are essentially
I:Fentical, with their three bays which have paired windows. The third storey
window bays are segmentally-arched with prominent keystones. Among the
Flterations which have detracted from the building's character are the
I-:?moval of the denticulated cornice, the partial removal of the balustrade

bove it, and the masonry infill of the generous window apertures of the
gecond floor.

i

i
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{ This survey was conducted by Patricia Florio, a historic- preservation
lc#ecialist, The initial identification of the sites was made as part of
a*city-wide historic sites inventory begun by the Community Development

Agency of Hoboken in 1978 with a grant from the State Historic Preservation
(:fice. .The concept of nominating the structures originated in 1981 and is now
t ling completed as a thematic group. ' b
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W 8 Significance

.
(N

) Period " Areas of Significance—Chegk and justify below

_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric > community planning ___ landscape architecture___ religion
‘ —_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation — faw — science
' ; 2 1500-1599 ____ agriculture — economics — literature — sculpture
i ___1600-1699 X _ architecture —_educatlon — military e SOClal/
1700-1799 ___ art engineering —___ music _ humanitarian
- z 1800-1899 _ commerce zexploratlon/settlemem — phllosophy — theater
I[ 1 _ X 1500~ — communications — industry X_ politics/government  __ transportation
— lInvention — other (specify)
.‘\ i‘ Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Im . The Hoboken firehouses represent a view of a specific type of municipal |
" istructure from the 1870's to 1915. 1In this reviéw of the seven buildings w
‘described, an evolution of a building type emerges. The earliest buildings of
., the grouping show the firehouse as an unassuming two storey building with
II‘}a watch tower situated on its roof. Later structures are each of a distinct
'stylistic origin and form.

Ily; The Assembly of :Exempt Firemen Hall at 213 Bloomfield St. was built
\ jas a meeting house for this important group which was organized in the
"1860's. ‘This permanent home of the Assembly was designed by Francis George
g Himpler, a noted German American architect who made Hoboken his second
';%home. The building is the first which displayed a studied approach to the
“design of such a structure, unlike the more vernacular firehouse at 212
Park Ave. '

I? f - The 1880's and 1890's in Hoboken saw a major growth in the population,

~with residential structures being built in increasing numbers to the north
.;- and west areas of the city. The waterfront, once rural and a promenade area,

il

Ly

T

. became occupied with shipping piers to the south; drydocks and steamship
‘companies étcupied the northern reach. Ferry service to'the city was augmente
. by the opening of the 1886 Fourteenth St. ferry. Manufacturing concerns,
I‘ as well as rail services, were expanding in the1880's also. *As the use
‘and development 6f “the Idnd for commercial and residencial purposes continued
. apace, several major fires octurred. To meet increasing needs, the eity
l‘:“‘ strove to assure¢ adéquate fire protection. " : '

Engine Co. :#5 at 412 .Grand St. was one of three firehouses planned by

| .the city of Hoboken between 1897 -and 1899. Among its distinguishing
twcharactgristics was the use of the Francis I style for the northwest area of
Hoboken, the development of which had progressed steadily through the 1880's

. as the need for housing and industry grew to encompass even the former

'j western salt meadow. The need for a firehouse in this location was underscore
' !in the 1890-91 Hoboken Fire Department Annual Report by Chief Enginéer

Lvins D. Applegate;' the third ward is now entirely without protection against’
'i fire, as there is no company:west of.Washington St..nor north of Third St.

| |Therefore I would again require the erection of an engine house in the
neighborhood of Fifth or Sixth and Grand or Adams Sts., and that a steam

. fire engine; hose:wagon, horses and harness and company of .firemen be placed
'{ in said house." The style chosen for the building reflects a conscious

~ Jeffort to interject a distinguished, unique type of municipal building in

2 pre-existing neighborhood of tenements and manufacturing sites. The

l} Francis I style, and the selection of light materials, echoes several of the

© iCastle Point Terrace mansions that were constructed in the early 1900's, as
such,'wvas a forerunner of this stylistic preference in Hoboken.

!j. The firehouses built in the last decades of the 19th gentinry. in




ﬂl j}:'pé Form 10-000-8 OMB No.1024-0018
0-82) . Exp. 10-31-84

ﬂl “United States Department of the Interior
INational Park Service

.’ National Register of Historic Places
}Inventory—Nomination Form

W LContinuation sheet ltem number 8

Hoboken were unlike the vernacular, anonymously-built serviceable buildings
.I;gf the past, but were seen an important expressions of munigpal pride and
Haste. The municipal buildings were principally schools; the quarters for
® town hall were rented until 1881 (the public library was not built untid
.‘,1897). In the decades following the construction of the city hall, Hoboken's
sajor civic buildings were its firehouses. These buildings were designed
5y local firms, many of which had other Hoboken civic commissions; 1i.e.
Himpler designed 213 Bloomfield St. and Gity Hall; Eall -& Maxon designed
I] ges . /7, as well as Engine Co. #5;and Fall designed the firehouse at 501
lbserver Highway. A 1907 publication of the Hoboken Board of Trade,
a History of Hoboken, served as a guidebook to the city's history and
¥ industry. The "seven fine fire houses' were included in the category of
}prominent»buildings.” A 1913 article entitled '"Hoboken's Progress' from the
Board of Trade journal noted "the acquisition of new fire apparatus, both
.] 2lectrical and horsedrawn'as among the 'motable improvements within the
;ast few years."

In terms of their style, the firehouses group represents preferences base'
!i gipon both prevalent national trends as well as regional preferences. The
former engine Lolige "ar. 217 Park Apei®in“its gieings in a block of rowhouses, ic
‘a vestige of the earliest firehouses to have been constructed in the late
l’ 1840's. It has a central engine door with three window bays above. The
arched brick lintels and their ornamentation suggest a vernacular Italianate

influence. \

ll : The 1870's Assembly of Exempt Firemen Hall at 213 Bloomfleld St.
geatures an eclectic approach to setting the building apart from its
neighbors while retaining 'the three storey height and standard width. This
!f Ffirehouse achieves architectural distinction with its pedimented third storey
End in the variety of materials used in its construction. The principal facade_
haterial is brick, with brownstone trim and what may be limestone trim. The
wood modillions of the cornice suggest other stylistic influences, but the
l‘ ymmetrical composition of the elements of the -facade indicate the late
talianate style. The architect, Francis George Himpler, was fluent
- in the Second Empire Style and the Cothic Revival styles as well. In his
!’ fater work especially, such as his home on Lake Hopatcong, this combination
bf the Italinate and Second Empire styles is melded with the influence of
the Renaissance Revival most successfully. 213 Bloomfield St. is a seminal

.i anmple of his eclecticdsm.

1 In the firehouse at 1313 Washington St., one sees & singular architectural
 statement by the firm of French Dixon & DeSaldern. in the .'Richardsonian
l‘ omanesque style. Perhaps due to the fact that the building was to replace
bn earlier structure destroyed by fire, the design of its facade features a
lavish use of brick and masonry. The masonry was used, apart from its
l‘ decorative potential, to evoke a sense of the weight of the materials in the
eliberately rough-hewn brownstone arches and half-columns, which have an
antique quality. The structure is said to have been built on land donated
.g to the city by the Stevens family, and is set back by 12' from the building
| ﬂine to protect pedestrians from tobacco-spitting firemen. .This concern
may have been raised due to the proximity of the l4th St. ferry, established
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at Hudson and l4th Sts. in 1886. The building represents the first time
;1§hat the firetower was integrated into the overall design scheme in the
ity 's firehouses,

A more 'domesticated" Romanesque Revival styled firehouse was built

“in 1894 by Charles Fall at 501 Observer Highway. This building, a free-
gtanding structure, featured the use of a rectangular as well as a circular
tower at the corners of its southern facade. From the time of its construction,
up until 1915, it was the most grand and impressively-scaled of the Hoboken
Iirehouses.

The 1898 Enginie Co. #5 at 415 Grand St. represented a return to
lassically-inspired symmetry as well as an introduction of an as-yet, untried
gtyle on a public building in Hoboken. The firehouse was designed by

the firm Fall & Maxon. It was a precursor of this and other revival styles
4£0 be built in Hoboken in the .late 1890's to the pre-W.W. I era. The
reference for such styles may have been use in part to the influential
eastern European families who were making Hoboken their homes in this era.
Wealthy industrialists who were able to build townhousess and mansion at
?astle Point Terrace, a street opened by the Stevens' adjacent. to the campus
5f their Institute in the early 1900's, displayed a preference for this

style for their homes. The city of Hoboken , in selecting this style for a
firehouse in the neighborhood directly west of this area, reflected a
breference for this style that was to come into vogue. As stated earlier,
the building has a residential appearance,. with . its mansard roof, dormer
yindow, and chimney stacks.

The firehouses at 801 Clinton St. and Jefferson and Second Sts., provide
et another contrast in the range of firehouse types found in Hoboken. 801
§linton St. is a diminutive firehouse, but is no less forthright in the
§lassical Revival style whereby it is defined as a public building. The
Jefferson St. firehouse was apparently conceived in the same vein. The
‘qcale of this building exceeds those built previously, and is influenced
' |y the automobile in its proportions.

The firemen's monument in Church Square Park was erected to honor the

. lolunteer Fire Department by the citizens of Hoboken on May 30, 1891. 1In

une of 1891, the paid fire department was established. Earlier that year,

a special committee was formed to obtain a silver trowel for the laying of the
- jornerstone of the monument. Badge No. 22 and the names of the fire department
' lembers were placed in a box under the cornerstone of the monument, which
represents a fireman holding a lantern and a small child.

This inventory process will hopefully engender a more caring attitude
lowards 'the Hoboken firehouses wich are still in municipal ownership. In
addition to sparking interest in their restoration, the identificaion of

“hese features may also encourage a rethinking of the standard repair methods
sed in routine maintenance procedures in order that the special needs of the
individual structures can be addressed. Local interest in the preservation of
two firehouses put up by the city for auction has ‘caused 212 Park Ave.

nd 412 Grand St. to be. ".préserved, as a résult of the . design review

o2 ;
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restriction in the deeds. The National Register nomination of the

Soboken firehouses may result in local designation of several of the buildings
zescribed herein. It would also give an added impetus to a firehouse

museum currently in planning by the Fire Dept. for 213 Bloomfield St.
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ll | 10. Geographical Data

‘ "Acreage of nominated property
Hj 2 Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale M R e
5 UTM References '
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title ‘patrigia’ Florio

5 kY ' March-
organization (private consultant) date Qct .
i ~

1983

=i,

Street & number 104 Pierrepont St.

wk. phone: 212-566-7580

7 Clty or town Brooklyn, N,Y. state N, Y,

11201

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national —__ state — loeal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic P

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nati

according to the criterla and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Servica.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

reservation Act'of 1966 (Public Law 89—
onal Register and certify that it has been evaluated

title

For NPS use only
‘| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
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3; B > Protection,  pp. 299-309.

H
Heaney, John, The Bicentennial Comes to Hoboken, Hoboken, 1976.

j'pity of Hoboken, Financial Statements, City of Hoboken, 1890-1891;
1898-1899; 1899-1900.

) Hoboken Board of Trade, History of Hoboken, The Inquirer Print,
'jiﬂ ~ Hoboken, :1907.

oboken Firemen's Relief Association, Official Fire Alarm & Street -
.‘ Directory, Hoboken, 1893.

jMollei,.Gedrge Long, The Hoboken of Yesterday, Vol. II, Hoboken Board
of Education, 1966.

fHoboken Fire Department'Newspaper Scrapbook Collection

BIBLIOGRAPHY
“3BOOKS
] _Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. IX, University of Chicago, 1966

"PERIODICALS

li} Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol., III, Nov. 1912 "Hoboken's Fire
Fighters,” pp. 91-95; Vol. III, March 1913, '"Hoboken's Progress,'
149, '

I
Ilﬁ Hoboken Exempt Firemen's Association, ''Souvenir Program of the 1llth
Annual Convocation, N.J. State Exempt Firemen's Association, held at
Il@ﬂ the Lyric Theatre, Hoboken, May 19, 1897. ¢

UNPUBLISHED PAPER

If{wPisark, Daniel, "0ld N.Y. Firehouses: Their Evolution, Architectecture and
f] Preservation,' Brooklyn College of the City of N.Y., Landmark Scholar
Program of the N.Y. Landmarks Preservation Commission, 1976.
[
'f INTERVIEW
May 1980 interview , Patricia Florio with Deputy Chief Officer James Halloran.

Rl

It Ciibuied Atlas of the State of N.J. & the County of Hudson G.M. Hopkins
l} el b 1873 Pl TBAE '

"Map of the City of Hoboken, surveyed by B. Hufnagel & E. Hexamer, 1856
lr (facsimile of original by Spielman & Brush, Hoboken, 1881)

*PHOTOGRAPHS

; Hoboken Fire Department Photography Collection

Historic American Buildings Survey (detail wview of 1313 Washington St.)
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.

HISTORIC NAME: Eroine Co. #2 COMMON NAME: same

LOCATION: 1373 %;shingto;rl St BLOCK/LOT 245/2
‘MUNmHMLHY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson

USGS QUAD:' UTM REFERENCES:

OWNER/ADDRESS: City of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 Zone/Easting/Northing
DESCRIPTION :

Construction Date: 1890 Source of Date: city financial records

(please see references)
Architect: French Dixon & DeSaldern Builder: M. J. Connolly, mason; John
, Meighan, carpenter
Style: Romanesque Revival Form/Plan Type: rectangular , w. tower

Numpber of Stories: 3, with tower above

Foundation: approx. 4'high battered foundation of brownstone rusticated blocks

Exterior Wall Fabric: tan stretcher bond, carved brownstone coursing

3 equally-sized
1l over 1, w. transoms above at 2nd £l.; 1 central 2 over 2
arch—headed’window at third fl.; circular window in tower

Fenestration:

Roof/Chimneys: . A : _ :
: roof of .orange pantiles/1. ichimney on.northern wall
Additional Architectural Description: The fire engine door is flanked by cast-iron
pilasters, set in rough-hewn brownstone blocks, which carry brownstone
half-columns with foliate capitals. The window centered above the engine
door at the second floor is flanked by stout brownstone pilasters which
appear to bear the piers separating the transoms:The widening of the
engine door aperture and the installation of a new door occurred in the
early 1970's, an alteration which caused the removal of one cast-iron
pier and glass transoms directly above the former door. The fascia and
letters identifying the building as "Engine Co. No.2" are original to
the firehouse. The facade bears a weathered limestone plaque at the
third storey level which gives the construction date.
: B
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;IL”‘ site is standard width, but firehouse is set:back 12.. from building line
A (according to local legend the set-back was-designed to protect .. .......
pedestrians from tobacco spitting of firemen)

‘ ] - SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [X Suburban [ Scattered Buildings [J
E Open Space [ Woodland [J Residential EJ.  Agricultural [J - : Village [
Industral (R Downtown Commerical & Highway Commercial [J Other X

-“ Waterfront

... SIGNIFICANCE: This firehouse replaced one which was built in 1880 and
Ilgm destroyed by a fire e. 1888. The location was integral to the northern
& waterfront's security, as the area was occupied.by the Fletcher
Steamship Co. at the river between 1llth and 14th Sts. In 1886, the 1l4th
R St. ferry was established one block away. : The new firehouse was built
HI@ ‘ on land donated by the Stevens family. Architecturally, it is a fine
‘ example of_the‘level.of craftsmanship and deSLgn ability available
j locally in the 1890's. It represents the first instance of the integra-
I tion of the firetower into the overall design’ scheme of a :firehouse. in
_Hoboken. It is'stylistically unique as a publlc bulldlng in Hoboken;
““few buildings ‘in the 'city were constructed in the Romanesque. Rev1val;
.with such a.strong. influence of the architect H:H. Richardson. It was
sone.of the first group of. public buildings undertaken by the city.to.
e obesa igelfs consdously -architectural statement . It has retained most
roiofiits original architectural-“fedturesiand. is,the, only bulldlng in"..
:::Hoboken . to _have been recorded (phoLographlcally) for “the Hlstorlc~*hﬁ‘ ;
Amerlcan Bulldlngs Survey . et T e SN Praadorr. L LR

St
.
e

(RSO
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&
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ORIGINALUSE: firehouse ; e - PRESENTUSE: same'" ' b owad !
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [ Good [ Edlr' Y - Poarnl A el -

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: -+ Yes-R1 " Possible'[] .~ Ng 3 ° ‘Part of Distriet ] ** " = 06
i THREATS TO SITE: Roads[J] * Development [J Zomng[] Deteroration [ = -~
No Threa." [ Other [J
LUMME\LS This bulldlng represents a tangible llnk to the fire- nghtlng
" history of the city, and is a landmark-quality structure in its own’

[

right also. 1Its inclusion in a National Register Thematic Group would
4 insure its proper conservation and enhance its meaning to the
| | community. -
pe ;
.1 | REFERENCES: . i) . . '
: City of Hoboken, Financial Statement of the City of Hoboken, May 5, 1890
= Y f

; © ‘Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. III, Nov. 1912,''Hoboken's

Firefighters,'" pp. 91-95.
Historic-American Bulldlﬁcs Survey photographs by George Eisenman, 1967.

i

RECORDEDBY: " Patriecia 'Florie DATE: February, 1983
] ORGANIZATION: -———
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

m ] IN REPLY REFER TO: DEC 29 1981

. Mr. Pred M. Bado

Director JAM 51582
Community Development Agency

84 Washington Street

Hoboken, Hew Jersey D7030
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t
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Degr Kr. Bado:

This is to notify you as duly suthorized representative that the Southern Hoboken
Historic District, Hudson County, has been certified by the Seeretery of the Interier for
purposes of the Federal preservation tax incentives, as meeting substantially ell the
requirements for listing of distriets in the Nationsl Register of Eistoric Places. We are .
sorry for the delay in proeessing this reguest. ‘

Individual property owners of depreciable buildings within this distriet can qualify for the
Federal tax incentives pursuant to the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 by filling out
I parts 1 and 2 of & Historic Preservation Certification Application (semple enclesed) and
4. . submifting them to the State Historic Preservation Officer {SHPO). In New Jersey, the .
Eelin State Historie Preservation Officer is Ms., Jerry F. English, Commissioner, Department
E .. .° . . of Environmental Protection, P.O. Box 1380, Trenfon, Rew Jersey 08625, Additional
L " application forms are aveilable from the SHPO. Fer optimum results it {s important that
these applientions be submitted as early as pessible in the plenning of & rehsbilitation
' project.

Review Board and Commissions should become familiar with the Secretary of the
Interior's Standacds for Rehabilitation™ (eopy enciosed), These standards are used by the
Secretary in certifying rehabilitation work for the Federal preservation tax incentives,
Both the SHPO and this office are available to advise individusls and crganizations in this
matter. g -

If you have any questions, please eall Bruce MacDougal of this office at 202-27 2~-3504 or
John Hnedsk of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office at 215-597-1578. : '

Rincerely, o
R ) L 1 i o s ; :
m\ i sgd} Caral D. Shull =
Bl s : : PR - m
Carol D. Shull ZoEn N
. Acting Keeper of the National W the e =
I : 72 N ) m
'E}}Q Register 30:?—_,4 B
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United Stares Deparoment of the Interior

PEERTEAGE WGCONSERY AdBON A 1 LA b 1 Sy
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20290

IN REPLY REFER TO: 436

APR 25 1+

Mr. James P. Sweeney

Area Manager

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Newark Area Office

Gateway 1 Building, Raymond Plaza

Newark, New Jersey (07102

Dear Mr. Sweeney:

Thank you for your letter requesting a determination of eligibility
for inclusion in the National Register pursuant to Executive Order
11593 or the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.
Our determination appears on the enclosed material.

As you understand, your request for our professional judgment consti-
tutes a part of the Federal planning process. We urge that this
information be integrated'into the National Environmental Policy Act
analysis in order to bring about the best possible program decisions.
This determination does not serve in any manner as a veto to uses of
property, with or without Federal participation or assistance. Aay
decision on the property in question and the responsibility for
program planning concerning such properties lie with the agency or
block grant recipient after the Advisory Council on Historic Preser—
vation has had an opportunity to comment.

We are pleased to be of assistance in the consideration of historic
resources in the planning process.

y Sincerely yours,

Ca oo O -SHAAL

s Carol D. Shull : ;
Acting Keeper of the National Regis%er

Enclosure
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RMINATION OF ELIGIBILTY NOTIFICATION

‘National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Name of property: Southern Hoboken Historic District
Location: Hudson County Statey s v g,

ReqUES' Smeif'ed by: HUD/JB[DES Bl Sweeney

Date received: Additional information received: 4-21-80
4/2/80

Opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer:

HEligible UINot Eligible [(ONo Response

Comments:

The éeclretcry of the Interior has determined that this property is:

[X Eligible Applicable criteria: A,C [UNot Eligible
i ‘ 36 CTR "Purt 633
Determination

U Documentation insufficient
(Please see accompanying sheet explaining additional materials required)

Sally 6. Gidham
¥or .Keeper of the National Register

APR 25 1%

FHR B-265 2/73 Date:




“ .NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION HISTORLC DiSLIRICL FORM hdiodl # L4vU
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” DISTRICT NAME: Southern Hoboken Historic District

y MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken L COUNTY: Hudson
‘3 TYPE OF DISTRICT: Urban Commercial/Residential
USGS QUAD:

' 1 DESCRIPTION: (General description of district as a whole and boundaries.)

-}The Southern Hoboken Historic District stretches from the Erie-Lackawanna trai
;-“yards to the South to the North side of Fourth Street. It is bounded by First
d iand Hudson Streets to the East and by Bloomfield and Washington Streets to the

§West. Within the boundaries of the district are three properties which appear
_llon the National Register, the City Hall, the Erie Lackawanna Terminal and the
=Hoboken Land Building. The urban corridor connecting these properties has lon:
#served as Hoboken's major transportation artery, linking Washington Street,
{Hoboken‘s primary commercial avenue, with the Hoboken waterfront. Although
.. ferry service from the Terminal to New York City was discontinued in 1967, the

| iPort Authority of New York and New Jersey continues to operate the "Path train

‘which connect New York City and Hoboken via a tunnel under the Hudson River. .
has been the case for more than a century, the Terminal today handles the traf
|fic Of numerous passenger and freight trains which link Hoboken with inland

INew Jersey and points west.

Il‘lThe architectural styles represented in this district include examples of the

iGreek Revival, Ttalianate, Victorian Gothic, Beaux Arts classicism and Art
Moderne. The Southern Hoboken Hisotrict District is comprised primarily of
Hly4three and four story brick residential and commercial structures which date fr:

| fthe last half of the nineteenth century. The majority of the structures in th:
Tdistrict retain their original residential and commercial uses. Many of these
nly_vernacular buildings form.intact streetscapes and exhibit an Italianate stylis:

| $tic influence which is visible in the detailing of window hoods and cornices.
iThe era in which the city of Hoboken reached the peak of its prosperity was

| SIGNIFICANCE: (see continuation
Il iHistorv of the Southern Hoboken Historic District : . ‘sheet)

'|In the early seventeenth century, under conditions stipulated by the Dutch
I' ygovernment, groups comprised of fifty adults could receive sixteen miles of
iriverfront land in the new Dutch colony of New Amsterdam. ' In 1630, Michael Pa:
lobtained from the Indians, through the Director of the Council of New Nether-
Il-ﬂlands, the right and title to lands which now are in Hoboken. At that time,
Hoboken was known as .the Lenni Lenape Indian territory of Hopoghan Hackingh -
ll(land of the tobacco pipe). Pauw sold his interest in the- land a few years
Il, later to the Dutch West India Company, and in 1640, Director-General Kieft,
governor of New Netherlands, lease the land which we now know as Hoboken to
Aert Teunissen Van Putten. He erected fences, cleared fields and constructed :
“brewery, beginning one of the earliest brewing operations in the colonies.
IWhen war with the Indians broke out in 1643, Van Putten was killed and his fam
lwas destroyed., The brewery, which was located on what today is the campus of
Stevens Institute of Technology, directly north of the district, was the singl
jstructure left standing after the battles with the Indians had ceased. The si-
jof this “early brewery" is noted in the New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory,
”where it is also noted that the structure as destroyed by the Indians in 1655.

. i (see continuation

g sheet)
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Description, cont'd.

p. 2

between the 1880's and the First World War. Through its scale, design
and detailing, the urban fabric extant in the district conveys the

feeling of those years.

Originally, the land on which the city of Hoboken is located comprised
an island in  the Hudson River. Set apart from the rest of New Jersey
by the abrupt drop of the cliff along the Palisades, Hoboken developed
since Western civilization arrived in the 1640's as a city separated
from its neighbors. The fact that Hoboken has played a major role in
the transportation history of the entire region has a great deal to

do with the unique and rather isolated location of the city. It is
likely that an archeological dig would reveal remains of the Indian
civilization that lived in the territory which is now known as Hoboken
before the arrival of the Dutch colonists. An archeological survey
would also reveal remains of the Dutch and later, the English colonists
who lived in Hoboken in the eighteenth century.

Waéhington Street which was once known as the Hackensack Post Road,

to the north of City Hall, is comprised of four and five story struc-
tures with residential spaces above ground floor commercial enter-
prises. This quality of mixed use distinguishes these blocks from
those ‘on Washington south of City Hall which are solidly residential

' buildings. Other than Hudson Square Park, the Southern Hoboken Historic

District does not contain areas which are planted with trees. The
environment of the district is solely one of solid, uniformly-scaled
nineteenth century urban fabric; there are very few trees in the
district and wvirtually no planted lawns. - )

Two major contemporary complexes, however, are located in the
Southern Hoboken Historic District and lend intrusive characteristics
9 the boundaries of the district. The first of ;these structures is
the Shop-Rite, a suburban-style grocery store which is located on the
southwest corner of Washington and Newark Streets. In 1904, the Coyles
Hotel, a four story brick Italianate structure, was located on this
corner. The bus Transport of New Jersey station, located on Hudson
Place adjacent to the train shed and across from the intersection of
River Street and Hudson Place, is a type of intrusive element in that
originally, an elaborate multi-level street-car station was located
on this site. Although in contemporary terms the bus station provides
the community with the transport service which was once rendered by
the streetcar station, it does not create the same pedestrian-
eriented service as did the streetcar. Furthermore, the streetcar
station was built nearly flush to the street wall; the replacement
Transport of New Jersey structure does not present the same kind of
bulk and is in no way the equal of the streetcar station in terms of
urban design.

List of Buildings Which Contribute to the Character of the District

ERIE LACKAWANNA RAILROAD AND FERRY TERMINAL

An outstanding example of Beaux Arts classicism, the copperclad rail-
road and ferry terminal was designed by Kenneth M. Murchison in 1905.
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Deséription, cont'd.
Bl S

The double level ferry terminal concourse has a 750 foot frontage

on the Hudson River. -Originally, a 225 foot tower, illuminated with
electric lights by night and graced with an American flag by day,
projected from the center of the structure. The tower was removed in

the 1940's. The main waiting room of the terminal, the focal point
of the complex, measures 100 feet in length, 90 feet in width and 55
feet in height. On the eastern elevation of the interior of the room,
a grand double .staircase rises one flight to an entrance on the upper
level of the ferry concourse. The waiting room is trimmed with
neoclassical ornamentation, with limestone to the level of the second
floor and with plaster and ornamental iron and bronze above.

The terminal complex also includes a train shed which was designed
by Lincoln Bush and which covers 14 tracks and is 607 feet in length.
Each shed unit includes two lines of track . and half a platform on

each side, in one low reinforced concrete span. Essentially, the
train shed consists of a number of longitudinal sections built
of constructional steel, reinforced concrete and wireglass. The roof

is supported by longitudinal rows of columns 27 feet between centers,
and the maximum height of the roof spans is about 16% feet from the

o of the rail.
THE TRUST COMPANY OF NEW JERSEY BUILDING

Located directly across from the terminal, at 12-14 Hudson Place,

this vacant two story bank building was designed shortly before 1904
Nt he style of Beaux Arts classicism. It ds an unusual structure in
‘that its facade on Hudson Place is virtually repeated on the opposite
elevation of the building; the interior then becomes a kind of arcade
with access to both streets. A 1904 bird's eye map of Hoboken
reveals that a three story Victorian Gothic brick building with a
commercial storefront on the ground floor was owned and operated by
the J & W Cahill Tea and Coffee Importers and was located directly
adjacent to the bank in what is now a gap site of the streetscape.
Originally, directly east of the J & W Cahill building was a small
alley which led to the Hoboken Land and Improvement Company structure.
Just east of the alley was the original Duke's House, an Eastern stick
style hotel and restaurant which was burned in the 1905 fire which

destroyed the 1883 terminal. The one story brick structure which appears

on this site today. is also known as Duke's House.

HOBOKEN. LAND AND IMPROVEMENT BUILDING AT ONE NEWARK STREET

This. unique brick three story structure originally had wooden awnings
which hung from the facade at the top of the first story and which

i ned a sort of skirtrabout the building.' It is said that the build-
ing was designed to look like a ferry boat. .

THE SECOND NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

This four story brick structure dates from the 1880's. It is dis-
tinguished by the bold semi-circular brick ground floor arched openings
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which appear between rusticated granite piers. The structure occupies
the full block frontage on Hudson Street, two bays wide on Hudson
place and five bays wide on Hudson Street. The store front of the
building was modified in the 1940's. '

THE HOBOKEN EVENING NEWS BUILDING

As the 1893 image .0of this structure illustrates, it-was built at about
the same time as the Second National Bank building. In 1893, the News
puilding was sandwiched between the five story bank building and a
very similar five story structure which has since been demolished.

THE AMERICAN HOTEL

Located at 80 River Street on the northest corner of Hudson Place, this
building is the corner. parcel of an intact group of four Italianate
structures. In 1904, these properties were operated together as the
Gonzalez American Hotel. The ornate iron railings on the projecting
bay display an unusual survival of nineteenth century, southern-

influenced ironwork.

HOTEL VICTOR

An excellent example of the architectural eclecticism popular in the
late nineteenth century, this five story brick structure is painted
in grey with white trim today. The commercial ground floor has been
altered in the twentieth century, but the.upper floors with strongly
articulated gables, nine-over-one light double-hung windows, terra
cotta decoration and horizontal string courses suggest neoclassical
§1d Victorian stylistic influences.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

This two story limestone bank building was designed for this corner
site in 1909 by Kenneth M. Murchison, architect of the Erie Lackawanna
railroad and ferry terminal. The style of the structure exhibits the
Beaux Arts classicism of the terminal with its paired two story Ionic
columns flanking the entrance and supporting a triangular pediment
which is enriched with carved sculptural ornament. The design of

this structure was published in the American Architect and Building

News in 1909 and :1910.

o

HUDSON TRUST COMPANY BUILDING

The Hudson Trust Company building is located at. the southwest corner
of Newark and Hudson Streets and is known today as the Hudson United
Bank building. Five stories high, the ground floor of the structure
18 comprised of rusticated granite broken by arched window openings
that form five bays on the Hudson Street elevation and three bays on
the Newark Street elevation. The main entrance faces the corner and
is flanked by paired Roman Doric columns which support & second story
balustrade. Limestone faces the remainder of the structure, which
bears a wealth of neoclassical ornamentation.
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HOTEL EDWARDS

4

Located at 68 Hudson Street, +his structure in 1904 was known as the
Martha Apartments. it is a five story structure l1aid up in brick and
ornamented with an Ttalianate cornice. It is interesting to observe
t+he changes in Hoboken's building code reflected in the changes of
pulk evident in Hotel Edwards and the adjacent Terminal building.

Py e

TERMINAL BUILDING

When this unusual seven story commercial loft building was erected in

1909, it was intended to be the first of a series of terminal—-area
factory buildings to .be constructed in units. The stylized corners of
the cornice of this.early twentieth century structure were meant to
nenable the city of Hoboken to offer industrial advantages unegqualled
anywhere in the country". The advantages of the structure were con-
sidered to be its large windows, substantial capacity to carry extra
loads on each floor, and its modern freight elevator.

}

i

SEAMEN'S MISSION

Located at 62 Hudson Street, the Seamen's Mission is actually two
structures. The 1925 structure closest to the street wall is basi-
cally a one story brick neoclassical building with arched window
openings forming seven bays along the Hudson Street facade. Behind
this structure. rises a second building which is a three story unorna-
mented building with the words "Seamen's House" applied to the facade.

(demolished in 1978)

| = . = = N = .
L = serastilt £

HOBOKEN BANK FOR SAVINGS BUILDING

i
) 4 ILocated at 84 Washington Street, on the southwest corner of Newark
rick and limestone structure

and Washington Streets, this four story b
‘ is another example of the eclecticism of the mid-nineteenth century.
lude Italianate and Victorian

The styles suggested by this structure inc
Gothic. The ground story, presently painted white with brown trim,
‘ is .strongly classical in feeling. A grand entrance on Washington
‘E Street is flanked by Doric columns that support a segmental arch

above the door opening. Strongly articulated round arched windows

he Washington Street elevation and form
The top three stories are
decorative brickwork and ornamentation. TwO

h larger than the other, terminate at the top
+urret which once

flank the door opening on t
six bays on the Newark Street elevation.

comprised of handsome
stepped gables, one muc

I of the Washington Street elevation. The corner

rested atop the corner bay has been removed.

THE STREETSCAPE ALONG THE WESTERN SIDE OF WASHINGTON STREET BETWEEN THE
HOBOKEN SAVINGS BANK AND OBSERVER HIGHWAY

This intact row of brick nineteenth century structures 1is Italianate

in style and probably dates from

the 1880's. Each separate rowhouse in
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Description, cont'd.

P. b
g d this series is four bays wide, hung with two over two double sash
‘ windows. One particularly interesting feature of this block ‘is . the

.fact that the buildings were not constructed with a commercial ground
floor but were built originally as residences, and they will continue
to .be used as residences.

ilﬁ THE STREETSCAPE ALONG BLOOMFIELD STREET BETWEEN OBSERVER HIGHWAY
5 AND NEWARK STREET
%

This intact row of brick rowhouses in the Italianate style dates from
ilh " the same era as the block which is directly behind it on Washington.
' It is highly likely that this block was erected by the developer who
financed the Washington Street block. Once again, .the buildings are
five stories high, entirely residential, and each separate structure

18 four bays wide.

THE HOBOKEN CITY HALL

[ ——

The City Hall is located on the northwest corner. of Washington and
Newark Streets. Originally designed by Francis George Himpler in the
Second Empire style in 1883, the building was transformed in 1911 into
a structure which projects the forms and spirit of Beaux Arts class-—
icism. The interior spaces of the 1883 structure remain, a&nd the cream
colored brick and brownstone trim matches the cladding of the earlier

eErneture .

B i

l THE STREETSCAPE ALONG THE NORTHERN SIDE OF NEWARK STREET BETWEEN
'WASHINGTON AND RIVER STREETS

This intact block of three story brick commercial buildings comprise the
oldest urban fabric in the Southern Hoboken Bistoric District, as they
date from before 1850. With commercial uses on the ground floor, these
brick buildings are guite similar to those preserved in the South
Street Seaport Museum in New York city, and are typical of the early
commercial buildings of the 1830's and 1840's. The uniform scale and
virtually unaltered appearance of this streetscape is one of the
greatest of Hoboken's architectural treasures. = The alley--known as
Court Street--which cuts into the block and runs parallel with Washing-
ton Street--was established by the 1804 map which Charles Loss drew

for John Stevens when the Colonel first attempted to develop Hoboken

' as a suburb of New York City.
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lm z THE CLAM BROTH HOUSE BLOCK ALONG THE NORTHERN SIDE OF NEWARK STREET
i BETWEEN HUDSON AND RIVER STREETS
lm ; This block is distinguished as the home of the Clanm Broth House,

f Hoboken's best known restaurant. The block is comprised of six

adjacent four story brick T+alianate late nineteenth century structures,
which meet a two story early twentieth century building which occupies
Im i the northwest corner of Hudson and River Streets. The Clam Broth

§ House dates from 1900, advertises that Hoboken is the home of Frank
Sinatra, and is distinguished by an extraordinary neon sign which
lm i . points to the entrance to t+his famous seafood.restaurant.
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|, | OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
i INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM . HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.
: HISTORIC NAME: Engine Co. #3 COMMON NAME:  game
'1‘ 7] | LOCATION: 201 Jefferson St. BLOCK/LOT  40/1
MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson
' | 4 | USGSQUAD: UTM REFERENCES:
| OWNER/ADDRESS: ity of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 ; Zone/Easting/Northing
ﬁ | DESCRIPTION ,
0y
= Construction Date: 1915 Source of Date: Plaque
E% Architect: Fagan & Briscoe Builder: unknown
VG
Big.
2o || Style: Ttalian Villa Form/Plan Type: square
s

ithey

Number of Stories: 3,with tower

FoundationTusticated limestone

O T U S S KRR e8!

Exterior Wall Fabric: rusticated limestomne- ‘high basement; yellow stfetcher bond

Fenestration: 3 bays with paired windows on each principal facade

RooHChmnky$ flat roof, with Italianate tower and Spanish tile roof

RSEY™UE625 ~T1609) 29

Lo

~ Additional Architectural Description: Rusticated limestone basement with
segmentally-arched engine door apertures. A limestone balcony with
stone balustrade runs the width of the principal facades, and is
supported by pronounced stone brackets. Limestone coping and bands
'courses accentuate the roofline. Decorative brick medallions are set
into 'the spandrel panels between the second and third floors. The
fire tower has a terra cotta roof, and is suggestive of a bellvedere
with its balustraded balcony and modillion cornice. The building

] lll((

R e
FIrreNTON, NI

i

LN

Z = has sustained several major changes in the recent-past; . among them are:
i window apertures of the second floor have been bricked in to create
3§:‘ smatler openings; the balustrade and entire cornice of the building
g; “have been removed. ] : :
P >
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o LSITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURLS:

is located on the northeast corner of Jefferson and
lang §5 a free-standing structure.

'y 2nd Sts.
i

. Building

'J ; SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: _ Urban B Suburban J Scattered Buildings [

] 3 Open Space [J Woodland O Residential EJ Agrcultural OJ Village [J

3 Industrial (3 Downtown Commerical [ }ﬁgh“m)'ConuncrdaJE] Other [J ‘
|

NTE
kit

SIGNIFICANCE:

use, the most "modern' that

|

TAl

't The scale and detailing of this Eireho
other firehouses constructed

Ehe city posesses,distinguish it from the
the Italian Villa style in

i~ e, It is the only firehouse in

y ] Hoboken, and presents a rare example of this style in this primarily

: As a free-standing corner structure, it once
architectural

19th century city.
was a commanding and impr
standpoint. 1Its architectural promi

by the removal of major facade elements,

window apertures.

essive public building, from an
nence has been severely compromised

and by the alterations to the

= S .-
' by M

| ORIGINAL USE: firehouse PRESENT USE: e }
.‘1 . PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent ) Good [ Fair [J Poor [J |
j REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: ~ Yes [ Possible L7 . No ] Part of District &3 ‘z
THREATS TO SITE: Roads () Development [J Zoning (3 Deteroration [J 1;

No Threat [J Other¥] insensitive alterations

.H ‘7 COMMENTS
1 o " Thig firehouse represents an important link to the fire-fightin
history of the city, as fhe last of the grand firehouses to serve the

southwestern zone. Alterations have severely compromised 1ts

é architectural integrity. The finding of National Register eligibility
’ for the structure would allow for, the possibliity pf its future
d Thematic Namination of %

"‘ .restoration, and would enhanc
[ —_—

1.
3 REFERENCES:

| ‘ .
w RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: February, 19083
ORGANIZATION:
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OFFICE .OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.

HISTORIC NAME:Engine House #3, Truck #2 COMMON NAME: Engine Co. #1, Truck Co.#2

LOCATION: 501 Observer Highway BLOCK/LOT 8A/1

MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson

USGS QUAD: UTM REFERENCES:

OWNER/ADDRESS: City of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 Zone/Easting/Northing

DESCRIPTION .

Construction Date: 1892 Source of Date: plaque on western facade

Architect: - Charles Fall Builder:M. Foley & Son, masons; A.W.
Clayton, carpenter

Style: Romanesque Revival Form/Plan Type: rectangular

Number of Stories: 2, with tower
Foundation: fieldstone
Exterior Wall Fabric: brick with sandstone  trim

Fenestration: . (var. on.each facade): 1 over 1l on .-lst . floor; 1 overil-on
vend . fl., with arched tratsoms. :

Roof/Chimneys: I : : ;
/ z . central pitched roof on east/west axis; chimn eys at central

Additional ArchitecturaltDescﬁption: parapets of each facade..

The rectangular firehouse is on a triangular site at a major intersection
and has a rectangular fire tower at its southeast corner. The building is of
an orange-brown brick with brownstone trim and a fieldstone foundation. Its
four sides featured moulded brick, carved decorative bandings, and a pleasing
variety of materials. The rectangular tower originally terminated in a
pyrimidial slate roof. The area between the third storey level and the roof
was filled in with a Romanejue arcade to suggest a bellvedere. The rounded
southeast corner featured a conical roof which rose to third storey level
and was also presumably of slate. Although it is a visually prominent buildin
the exterior changes detract from its importance as an architectural
achievement.

Map (Indicate North)
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'1 * SITING. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: . J

v

3 This firehouse is the southernmost one in the city, and is built on
I'{_ . -a-triangular site at the intersection of Newark and Madison Sts. Y
\ ] : X \

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [XJ Suburban [J Scattered Buildings [J 4
"*Open Space [J Woodland [J Residential [EJ Agricultural [J Village [J
: Industrial (X Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial (J Other UJ

SIGNIFICANCE:

”’ As the only free-standing firehouse built by the city until the
i yr. 1898,Engine Co. #l was the grandest and most impressively-scaled
: of the Hoboken firehouses. Designed by Hoboken architect Charles
W S Fall, the building featured the use of rectangular and circular
j towers at the corners of its southern facade. The laterally-oriented

engine area provided maximum accessibility to all locations in the
| city.Its prominent corner location, apart from its functional aspects,
"j also underscores the importance of the firehouse--a symbol of .
security and municipal planning--placed at a gateway area of the gity,
The alterations described the the reverse side are major ones that
Il[% detract and obliterate the original architectural intent of a richly-
ornamented structure. The historical importance of the building,

Hiiowever , remains intact.

B ITIAL USE: £4dehouse PRESENT USE:  game

| PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [J Good &J Fair ) Poor [J :

E REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes & Possible [[J . No [J Part of District [J

THREATS TO SITE: Roads (] Development [ Zoning [J Deterioration §J

| No Threat [J Other [

.}[7 COMMENTS. This building represents a tangible link to the fire- fighting
history of the city, but alterations have severely compromised its

architectural integrity. The finding of National Register eligibility

Im for the structure would hold out the possibility of its future restoratig
and would enhance the proposed Thematic Nomination of Hoboken firehouses

by offering a developmental context within which to view the other houses.

=)

-
lr 'REFERENCES:

8

WJ 'Hobokén Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. III, Nov. 1912, "Hoboken's

Filveiishters,” pp.91-95.
Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. III, March 1913, "Hoboken's

'J Frogress,' pp.149.

n’ RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: February, 1983
ORGANIZATION: ety




ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF 501 OBSERVER HIGHWAY:
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OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.

HISTORIC NAME: Engine Co. # &4
LOCATION: 212 Park Ave.

MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken
USGS QUAD:
OWNER/ADDRESS: Arthur Tsuchiya

COMMON NAME: same
BLOCK/LOT 165/29

COUNTY: Hudson
UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Easting/Northing

212 Park Ave., Hoboken 07030

(609) 292 - 2023

i The identi

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: late 1870's
Architect: unknown
Style: vernacular Italianate
Number of Stories: 2
Foundation: brick
'Exmdorwaﬂfhbﬁa brick,

Fenestration:

3 bays on 2nd fl.

lst fl-..to left of englne door..

RooﬂChmnwys ot roor

Additional Architectural Description:

stretcher bond

Liover 1,.8

. 2nd storey windows have raised brick,
lintels which terminate in ornamented brackets.

Source of Date: visual inspection

Builder: unknown

Form/Plan Type: rectangular

muH
Dwéch headed; window on

has been brlcked 99

: arched
The fire engine door

18 centered on the facade and is flanked by fluted cast-iron piers:

fying sign/plaque of the firehouse spans the entire facade

horzontally, and projects at either end to follow the brick piers of

the north and south sides of the facade.
leaving raised brick support arches below the
This suggests that the cornice originally in place followed
may have been ornamented with foliate brackets, as

an indeterminate date,
parapet.
the arches, and

The cornice was removed at

are found in similarly-constructed buildings of the city.
— B )

Map (Indicate North)
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‘building line.

Firehouse is located approximately mid-block, and is flush with the

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban KJ Suburban - [ Scattered Buildings [
Open Space [J Woodland [ Residential XKJ Agricultural [J . Village O
Industrial (X Downtown Commerical [J Highway Commercial [] Other [

at

[e—

el the Flre Department e s L e

SIGNIFICANCE:

This is believed to be the oldest extant firehouse in Hoboken, a
mestice of the earlier two-storey firehouse buildings..of the
1850's and 1860's. These buildings :typically had- one or two
apertures for engine doors. Together with 213 Bloomfield"St.

its dimensions were principally geared toward accomodating the
hand-pumped steam engines, which were dragged to the scene of
fires by the firemen

n (R R

. Park Avenue was flrst known as "Meadow St.' due to the" prox1m1ty

within one block of the salt meadow to the west which defined
the edge of built-upon land. , It is- believed for this reason that
this" burldlng was known as the "Meadow Company in the early_deye

:\,.»’.J..\ ke T il e G e A Zops
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" ORIGINAL USE: tlrenouse Fam PRESENTUSE res1den(*e

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excell‘*nt 'L':J “Good L3~ Fair L1~ Poorld .

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: ~ Yes [X ' Possible [53 . “No [} “""Part of District 5]

THREATS TO SITE: Roads[] -~ Development D Zoning D Deterioration [J
No Threat I Other [

ke LOMME\lS This building represents a tangible link to the fire-fighting
history of the city, but alterations have compromised its .architectural

integrity. The finding of National Register eligibility for the structur

. would hold out the possibility of its future restoration, while providing
a .developmental context within which to view the other houses

Y

REFERENCES:

- RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: February, 1983

ORGANIZATION: -
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OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

§ INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.
HISTORIC NAME: Engine Co. # 5 COMMON NAME: same
' B LOCATION: 412 Grand St. BLOCK/LOT B6l1/17
% ;
MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson
s, USGS QUAD: UTM REFERENCES:
ﬁ OWNER/ADDRESS: Edward A. Forman Zone/Easting/Northing
362, N. Moodland St.

Englewood, N.J 07631
DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: 1898 Source of Date: city financial records
v (please see references)
Architect: Fall & Maxon Builder: Timothy Foley, mason

®
o

Style:Francis I Form/Plan Type: rectangular

Number of Stories: 3

RIS ST = RV

Foundation: brick

Exterior Wall Fabric: tan brick, stretcher ‘bond

AR

fenestration: all are rectangular'l over 1: 1 window on lst fl, to rt. of
engine door; .3 windows on+he .2nd fl centered over door; 2 windows
Roof/Chimneys: mansard copper, with centered over these in

chimneys on north & south walls ‘ . 3rd f1. dormer
Additional Architectural Description: '

i | 1O,

PR

This free-standing firehouse is set apart from .the neighboring four-
storey brick rowhouses by its style, scale and materials. The centrally-
located fire engine door is set in an. elliptical arch, set off by a
decorative keystone. The door is flanked by equally-sized door to the
south and a window to the north. The rectangular lintels of each feature
cast-stone shields. A limestone band runs horizontally across the facade
between the first and second.stories, and terminates in a foliate design.
A denticulated band in limestone forms a cornice abvoe the second storey
level, and the vertically-ribbed copper mansard roof is flanked by parapets
with ornamented chimnies. The dormer is capped by a triangular pediment
clSO set off by quoining.The alleys flanking the building retain their
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.. The firehouse is on a lot which is wider than conventional ones in

- SITING. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

the city. It is in a mid-block location, and is flush with the building

~line. .The alleys which flank the firehouse lead to a rear extension,

originally used to quarantine horses.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban [X Suburban [ Scattered Buildings [
Open Space [J Woodland [J Residential EJ Agricultural [J Village (]
_Industrial (3 Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial [ Other [J

|

"'J;

SIGNIFICANCE:

The building constructed for Engine Co. #5 represented a return

to classically-derived symmetry in the design of Hoboken firehouses, as
well as an introduction to the Francis I Style on a public buildling
in the city. The firehouse was designed by the local firm, Fall &
Maxon (Charles Fall .-had designed the firehouse at 501 Observer Highway
in 1892), and captures.a residential character with its mansard ‘roof;
dormer windows, and ornamented chimneys. Its second* floor

.wds largely devoted to the provision of dormitory space, a feature

lacking -in earlier firehouses. As an example of this revival style,
it is quite noteworthy, as it heralded its popularity, which reached
0 iedght in the years before W.W. I. in ‘HoboKen." 'The guality of
craftsmanship and design, as well as the degree of intactness,
contribute to its importance as-a Hoboken firehouse.

"ORIGINAL USE: Tirehouse PRESENT USE: residence
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent TJ  Good [¥ Fair )7 " “Paori]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:  Yes [ Possible [J . No [J Part of District [
THREATS TO SITE: Roads (] Development [J Zoning [J Deterioration [J

; No Threat [X  Other [
COMMENTS.
This building represents a tangible link to the fire-fighting
history of the city, and is a landmark-quality structure in its own
right also. 1Its inelusion in a National Register Thematic Group -
is ‘recommended.

e

'
T b

- 'REFEERENCES:

City of .Hoboken, Financial Statement of the City of Hoboken, 1898 to

1899.
Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. IIIL, Nov. 1912, "Hoboken's

ien et iohters Y pp. 91-95.
Hoboken Fire Dept., scrapbooks & photo collections
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RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: February, 1983
ORGANIZATION: (LA




OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

n" INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.
HISTORIC NAME: Engine Co. #6 COMMON NAME:same
!_~ | LocaTion: 801 Clinton St. .~ BLOCK/LOT 160/1
’ MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson
= USGS QUAD: UTM REFERENCES:
OWNER/ADDRESS: City of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 Zone/Easting/Northing
DESCRIP‘TION !
2 | Construction Date: 1907 Source of Date:  entablature
E Architect: unknown Builder: unknown
Style: Classical Revival Form/Plan Type: rectangular, with fire
tower  toward xrear of 8th St&.
‘Number of Stories: 2 facade.

Foundation: limestone & brick

(609)292 - 2023

Exterior Wall Fabric: limestone & brick

Fenestration: double-hung wood sash; lst and 2nd fl. windows are pivot-pane
on principal facade, while central windows are casements; leaded glass
Roof/Chimneys: flat roof w. tower e transoms

Additional Architectural Description: The basement storey features bluestone foundation
_trim, two courses of rough-hewn limestone which support a smooth stone
sill. This forms the base of a rusticated limestone ground floor. The
arched opening for the engine door is centered on the principal Clinton St.
facade. The engine door is flanked by a window to the south and a door to
the north. Both window and foor are of equal height, and filled with multi-
paned square art glass transoms. Above the engine door is a grouping of
three windows. The central one is wider than those flanking it, and has
casement windows. These have keystone lintels and art glass transoms as do
those of the ground floor. The grouping is framed by two Ionic pilasters
with 10" bases. The capitals have garlands below each of the volutes.
A stone entablature between the second and first stories bears the 1907
construction date and "Engine Co. No. 6, H.F.D." The cornice was removed c.
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" SITING. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: ”

=
!

) gituated on the corner of a stréetscape which is of similar height. i
i Its principal facade is oriented toward Clinton St., and the motifs
of the front facade continue two bays along the side street facade.

w

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban E3Z Suburban [J Scattered Buildings [J
Open Space [J Woodland OJ Residential [& Agricultural [ Village [J
Industrial (X Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial [J Other [J

i I

i A

=
Gt desipe St

- aemmR R RR

s ]

‘SIGNIFICANCE:

This firehouse is a compact yet impressive Classical Revival structure.
It is the only firehouse built in this style in Hoboken, and is a good

|
representation of that particular style. It retains its wood fire-
tower, which is set back from the facade so as to be hardly wvisible
} from the Clinton St. side. The removal of the tin cornice has

. severely compromised the building's architectural integtrity,but the ‘
‘nature of the other changes is reversible. i

-

el

ORIGINAL USE: firehouse PRESENT USE: same

PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [J Good [ Fair [J Poor [

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [A Possible C1 . No I Part of Distrct J

THREATS TO SITE: Roads[] Development [ Zoning [J Deterioration (X
; No Threat [J Other (J

COMMEKTS.

SR

This firehouse represents an important link in the evolution of the
city's firehouses. Its past alterations, however, detract from its

Il‘ architectural integrity. For this reason, it is suggested that the
. building be ‘included in a thematic nomination as a register-eligible
. .property.
.; " REFERENCES:
Il‘ Hoboken Fire Department photograph collection: 1912 wview of building.
1]
.‘ RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: March, 1983
: ORGANIZATION: | =755




;[ﬁ .3EW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
- OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
/| INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.

HISTORIC NAME: Fjremen's Monument
LOCATION: church Square Park

MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken

COMMON NAME: \same
BLOCK/LOT ;

COUNTY: Hudson

Number of Stories:
Foundation: limestone
Exterior Wall Fabric:
Fenestration:

Roof/Chimneys:

Additional Architectural Description:
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Thls life-sized figure of a fireman in full uniform is holding
in one hand and a small child in hls other arm.

USGS QUAD: UTM REFERENCES:
OWNER/ADDRESS: Zone/Easting/Northing
|
| DESCRIPTION :
% Construction Date: 1891 Source of Date: pls. see references
| Architect: Builder: J.W. Fiske, N.¥., N.Y.
‘ % Style: Form/Plan Type:

a lantern
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» SITING. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

monument is placed at the southwest corner of Church Square Park,
near the corner of 5th St. and Garden St. '

aspadl e

G hammiit

_wﬁd

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban X Suburban O Scattered Buildings [J
Open Space [ Woodland (J Residential (O Agricultural [ Village [J
Industrial [J Downtown Commerical [J Highway Commercial O Other EJ

Park

saesmitpih

SIGNIFICANCE: ¢

The Firemen's Monument was erected to honor the Volunteer Fire
Department by the citizens of Hoboken. It was dedicated on May
30, 1891. In June of 1891, the paid fire department was
established. On 'Decoration Day,' May 30th, a silver trowel

was used to lay the cornerstone of the monument. Badge No.. 222 and
the names of members, written on parchment, were ordered placed
in a box under the cornerstone. The bronze statue was cast by
J.W. Fiske, the New York manufacturer of ornamental iron, bronze
and zinc. An advertisement appearing in the souvenir programme
for the Decoration Day event pictured a drinking fountain,

upon which a version of the Firemen's Monument was placed. The
advertisement statés that '"The Fireman shown on this Drinking

Fountain is the same as thé"bné'furnishéd'the“Fire'Departmeﬁt'of the

City of Hoboken, N.J. Special inducements offered to cities '
contemplating erecting Firemen's or Soldiers' Monuments in either

Standard Bronze or Zinc.' The convention of creating such monuments
stemmed from the establishment of paid departments through the 1890's.

ORIGINAL USg: monument PRESENT USE:

PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [J Good [CX Fair [ Poor[J

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [ Possible (0] . No [ Part of District [

THREATS TO SITE: Roads[J Development [J Zoning [J Deterioration [
No Threat (X Other [J

COMMENTS.

REFERENCES:

"Souvenir Programme of the Ceremonies upon the Unveiling of the
Firemen's Monument by the Volunteer Firemen at Hoboken, May 30,
1891" (copy, reference dept., Hoboken Free Public Library)

RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE"  April, 1983
ORGANIZATION: -—-
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Enclosures

United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICLE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Chris Therral Delaporte o

- ds pleased to 1nform you that the hlstorlc property llsted on the enclosed’;>”‘
-fsheet has been nomlnated by the State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Oftlcer

Vhf.respon51ble for your State's 1mplementation of the National Hlstorlc

Preservatlon Act of 1966, P . 89 665 (80 Stat. 915), as amended. It has

w accordlngly been entered in the National Register of Historic Places. A

leaflet explalnlno the National Reglster is enclosed for Jaux information
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: ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

:_iﬁj ; STATE NEW JERSEY

Date Entered JUL 23 1978

i Name Location
- Seamen's Mission A Hoboken

Hudson County

_';}
A
{ >
i Also Notified
. Honorable Clifford P. Case
Honorable Harrison A. Williams, Jr.
Honorable Joseph A. LeFante )
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T\TATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
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Reunsadity

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY:

RECElVED :

DATE NTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPFALLCNTRES--COMPLETEAPPUCABLESECHONS
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ENAME

HISTORIC g :

Seamen s Mission

AND/OH COMMON

. EALOCATION |

STREET& NUMBER ~ &
60-64 Hudson Street

__NOTFORPUBULCATION

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRJCT Hon

T iNG

_ . CITY.TOWN . e s e g
© " Hoboken i i —_ VICINITYOF e e - R T :
_STATE T TEGHE b - COUNTY L
" New Jersey SRNAr LT T s Hudson
@(:LASSIFICATION 3 T
CATEGORY OWNERSH!P STATUS PRESENT USE .
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Z_occurieD __AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
YSBUILDING(S) - - XXPRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED _ __COMMERCIAL . —PARK - :
PYSTRUCTURE \« oo HAOTH & " : . —WORKINPROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL. X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
L SITE o PUBLIC ACQUKSIT!ON " ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _REUGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT . - __SCIENTIFIC
G : "~ .. __BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL . _TRANSPORTATION -
! ’ —MIUTARY f b TSen,

P8 OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

German Seamen in the Port of New York

The Society for the Care of

STREET& NUMBER
- 312 West 22nd Street

CITY. TOWN STATE

. New York City ___ VICINITY OF New York

@LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION '
COURTHOUSE.
e Eall of Records, Hudson County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER b .
583 Newark Street
STATE

CITY, TOWN
Jersev Citv

New Jersevy

EX REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TTLE

New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory (1480.38)

DATE
1978 __FEDERAL _gSTATE __COUNTY _LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SRR RECORDS Office of Historic Preservation
; 7= STATE

CITY. TOWN .
' i Trenton

New Jersev
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l{! INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS . S

lff ‘ TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

ﬂNAME
HlSTORlC

" Seamen's Mission

¥ AND/OR CQMMON

QLOCATION
.. "7 . STREET & NUMBER o , A A e -
l‘ :""“f-_ 60-64 Hudson Street : __NOTFORPUBUCATION
— CITY. TOWN = : CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT X
. Hoboken L ey gl e EA L. &8 L :
T ETATE % e -t CooE - COUNTY T W L eanEl o
lj e Jersey BN e AR s 34 #-27 © Hudson Do T
@(:LASSLFICATION bty
l}} CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Z occupiep __AGRICULTURE - __MUSEUM
- XIBUILDING(S) - - XXPRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL . _PARK - :
lj Wk STRUCTURE - ... _BOTH : . _WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL. X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE .. . .-....PUBLIC ACQUISITION -~  ACCESSIBLE" __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT =~ __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT . - _SCIENTIFIC
!{ SR L - .. —BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL *~  __TRANSPORTATION
' : N : LLNO : —MIUTARY —OTHER:

Y4 OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME o
The Society for the Care of German Seamen in the Port of New York
j i STRE'T&NUMBER i 2
© 312 West 22nd Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
] . New York City —__ VICINITY OF New York
] - BEILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
| COURTHOUSE.
BERRTTOF DERDS.ETC, Hall of Records, Hudson County Courthouse
. _STREET & NUMBER _
¥ 583 Newark Street
STATE

CITY. TOWN
Jersev Citv

New Jersev

REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

i TlTL‘ .
i New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory (L48O 38)
S BENDATE ; ¥
Cia78 __FEDERAL .gSTATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY R Lt V
sapaes Office of Historic Preservation

"CITY. TOWN
' Trenton

STATE"
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i PERIOD + - 17 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW . :
‘-.:.PREHISTOKRIC.‘-'.'A't;AREZHEOLUGY~PREHISTOR1C _COMMUNITY PLANNING . __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION -

'i1400-1499 - _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ~ __CONSERVATION L —law Je5 . SCIENCE v
© __1500-1599 © _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

| enD. 65D __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILUTARY - -7 " X_SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN
. _.1700-1799 —ART ; | —_ENGINEERING SMUBIE T L Y THERTEN .

-7 1800-1889 . —COMMERCE ; | _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

F1800- ., ' . —COMMUNICATIONS . . - —INDUSTRY o "X _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT | | —OTHER .SPECIFY)

; 3 3 T 7 _INVENTION ;
' SPECIFIC DATES 1907, 1917, 1942 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . e dia i T

= . ' For seventy yeirs the Hoboken Seamen's Mission has served as a home and refuge ™ _
: i - for German sailors. The Mission was an outgrowth of a large vigorous German community -
I | |- ‘which peopled Hoboken from the latter part of the nineteenth century tntil after the . &
| First World War., During this same time Hoboken was an active seaport which served ™ @i 7.

.~ North German Lloyd and the Hamburg American Lines.: The Mission reflected the desires
! of the German population to help their countrymen, - especially those who brought a touch_

{ "~ "'of the old country with them on every.crossing. .. = ¥ ..

e g . HEE]

The Mission was operated under the auspices of The Society for the Care of German
Seaman in the Port of New York - a Lutheran affiliated group - from 1907 uatil 1974.
On February 7, 1974, the Society consolidated with the Lutherah Emigrants House Associa-
tion on New York and the Association for the Relief of Indigent Germans. 2

I.MA
am——

e |

'The Mission was originally funded by contributions from "German residents of New
 York and Hoboken, by forty churches in New York state and by various clubs and German
organizations."3 Over the years contributions- continued to ‘berreceived from a wide

_spectrum of people which ranged from royalty and bankers to bakers and auto makers. 4
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g The pastor of St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in Hoboken was Reverend Alexander
- . . -
2 Richter during the early part of the century. It was he who founded the Mission in

L} 3
| =

.1907.. The following year another Lutheran pastor, Reverend W. Thun, was sent -from
Germany to take over the Mission. Reverend Thun was also the founder tfthe Philadelphia
Seamen's Mission at a later date. :

After one year under Rverend Thun's direction, Pastor Herman Bruedkner, another
German emigre, took over the Mission.® He remained in that. position for forty-six ,
years. In addition to the Hoboken assignment he was responsible for the establishment

of the Brooklyn branch Prospect Park Young Men's Christian Association :
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-'‘attempt to reach still more German seamen as they entered-
: ~the New York/New Jersey Port at the Brooklyn piers. :
.- ..Brueckner also served as pastor of St. Matthew's Lutheran
o . Church in Hoboken during the same perlod 1908 to 1954
i 5&‘;Brueckner died. in 1957 : g i ;

F e, Y

IR\

gt 9rh Street. in Brooklyn..New ¥York. uThis he did-din:an

i e 1 newly -ordained Reverend Herbert Datzelt from- Germany i
‘- became the Mission director in 1955.7 - The Mission was Still

exclusively serving German seamen. Today Reverend Heinrich

. ouhr acts. as president.

During both the First and Second World Wars events at
the Mission were a bit more dramatic than the romantic
arrival and departure of ships. The Mission building was

.raided many times and in several instances arrests were made

by Federal agents. In 1917 over two hundred Germans were .
taken into custody in a single raid.8 In 1942 .the raids
were conducted in an attempt to search out "undesireable
aliens" and Nazi spies who were suspected of using the
Mission as a site for bund organization or short wave radio
transmissions. Many seamen were arrested during this time
and deported from the country.

The activities which surrounded the Mission building
were but microcosmic events indicative of what was happening
on a larger scale in Hoboken and the United States. 1In a
society that changed the name of sauerkraut to "liberty
cabbage" and frankfuter to "hot dog," anything German was
suspect. The hysteria of war was experienced first hand in
Hoboken. Even the pastor of the Mission was arrested in the
raids, 0 However ;, no evidence was ever unearthed which
indicated direct involvement of the Mission ownership in
clandestine operations.

Besides the anti-espionage role played by the Federal
agents, the United States Government was a freguent owner of
the building. During World War I American soldiers were :
- housed in the Mission. These soldiers were charged with the
task of guarding the Hoboken waterfront and piers, an important

.....
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SIGNIFICANCE

* function in as much as Hoboken served as the major port of ; ...
- embarkation and reentry during the entire conflict. l“_Afterf]}ﬁ*f
‘+he war, the Mission reverted to its original ‘use of providing,}’ 
shelter for German seamen. LA A s o e e e

.17 Again during World War II the United States Government . &
. glayed a-part in.the building's history.. Once more .there

- were raids and arreste.12 Tn'1944 the United States- Allen
.Property .Custodian was placed in charge of 'the Mission and
leased space to the U.S. Customs Department.l3 One hundred
and fifty Customs' inspectors and guards utilized the
property as the Hoboken headguarters in the New Yorkiared.
Following the departure of Customs in 1953, the Mission
resumed its traditional operation under the auspices of the
Society. The Mission has continuously offered shelter .and
housing to seamen since then. Its future, however, is ; v
threatened. : ; ‘ 20

In 1976 the Society determined that the Mission could

not cover expenses. The Society initiated proceedings to :
sell the building to Singer Brothers' Shop Rite, a supermarket.
Shop Rite intends to raze the building in order to make way
for an addition to its parking lot. In January 1877, when
the negotiations to sell were started, fifty-four men lived
in the Mission. After a series of eviction notices were
earved w11 but six departed. . One of those who left died
after thirteen days in a rented room.}4 At this writing the
six remaining men are still fighting for thlerhome. The
battle does not appear to have a successful conclusion. 2
demolition permit application has been filed with the city
and the Society is still pursuing a final eviction notice.

A property closing with Singer Brothers/Shop Rite will occur
as soon as the building is vacated and secured.1l5 1In a
matter of days after eviction, demolition could be started.

The destruction of this building would be a critical
event for Hoboken. The structure itself forms an integral
part of the building mass around Hudson Place in the southern
part of the city. The Mission stands two blocks west of the
Eric Lackawanna Terminal which was designated a State and
National Historic Site in 1973. The terminal and the entire




'_'::;brm No. 10-300a : e

ikev 10-74) - AR s

A . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -
e NATIONAL PARK SERVICE A ;

FOR NPS USE ONLY

i Lo  |Recerve
E | NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES | &i&figas
+INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM .  [|DATEENTERED .- i

R

PAGE &4

'§'~ CONTINUATION SHEET .. ITEM NUMBER

SIGNIFICANCE

. two block area of which the Mission is architecturally LT e TR e
.part, is now the ‘subject area for an Urban Development, @/ o= o
- Action Grant application on the part of the eity.  Ths 1907
‘..~ Terminal has already been awarded several million dollars SBo e
. 'Public Works Act monies for restoration and reuse. More | -
" grants are being sought. The Hoboken Community Development ...
» . Agency is currently working on a Southern Hoboken Historical -
. Distriet; which will incinde the Seamen's Mission.  The
entire area is to be rehabilitated. ' f :

2 4 Y
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At every point in United States history from 1907 to
date, the Seamen's Mission building has reflected within its
walls the helpfulness, the anxieties and the dreams of the
German population of Hoboken. Hoboken has been, and probably
always will be, a city of immigrants. The Mission captured

" and retains to this day, the German spirit which once
~dominated the Mile Square City of Hoboken. .

,ill ,l!l
s

. FOOTNOTES

1. The Jersey Journal, Evening Edition, Friday, October
- 28, 1910. "A New Home for German Sailorsy"

4

2." Certificate of Consolidation, Hoboken Tax Assessor's';
Office. ;

Vierzehnter Jaresbericht des Vereins fur Seamannsmission

im Hafen von New York, 1920. Fourteenth Annual Reporct.
LIpD
, 4. Lutheran Seamen's Mission, Financial Report, 1373. op
k 7-8.
- 5. Hudson Dispatch, November 13, 1937. "Sailors' Haven to

Celebrate Thirtieth Birthday."

(o)}
.
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