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Hoboken’s chief building in-
Spector says his department s
“‘moving right along" in Checking

the almost 3,000 multj-unit dwell-

ings in the city for o

date — with a full one-third of the e
buildings in the city having been
dy.

inspected alreag

We're doing the best we
can,” said Michael Curcio, chief
building inspector in the city, who
added that he is patiently sifting

iance rate.

Although he did not have a

By ROY KAHN
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Two more persons. in-
cluding the owner of a Met Foods super-
n

market which was destroyed by arsy
iwere arrested yesterday as city police
brought to four the number of
allegedly involved in burning down
building Dec. 7.

Julio Vargas. 27. of Brooklyn, N.v..
identified by police as the owner of (he

apartments and electrically-
operated alarms in aj] access
areas such as hallways and base-
nts.

Meanwhile, Mayor Steve
Cappiello added that plans to
have a city ordinance Mmandating
smoke alarms in multi-dwellings
fo back up the state ordiance, is
still “status quo.”

He added that the city man-
date is being held up’ since
Hoboken might be held responsi-

e if there was a fire in a
building that was supposed to
have smoke alarms but did not.

He stressed however, that it
Was a “‘big question whi
concerned about and
our best to expedite.

rket arson

Sanchez. 18, of 300 Marshall SL, a former
employee of the store, and charged him
with accepting $250 for the crime of
arson. The same day, Thomas Santos. 22.
of 618 Park Ave.., was picked up by police

and charged with aggravated aron. e
cording o police. however. only one of
those two men was involved in setting the
fire and neither was the rnastermind
behind the blaze.

The police investigation involved both
the detective division and the vice squad.

ant activist jg Sup-
Posed to act as a liaison between
and ci
regarding housing
. according to Bag

Hoboken ‘getting

city officials
complaints,
do.

requirements

The director of Hoboken’s
Community Development Agency
blamed “‘constantly changing job
requirements and duties’”” as the
reason the job of tenant-advocate
— approved by Mayor Steve Cap-
piello almost :‘YFEdmonms ago —

t to be filled.

iy Iﬁwever. Fred Bado, head of
the CDA, said he hopes to meet
with Cappiello and members of
the city council following
tomorrow’s 7 p.m. council
meeting to further discuss the
situation.

Bado said that every time the
job description is finalized,
tenants' group spokesmen
demanded changes.

Repeated attempts to contact
spokesmen for any of the city’s
tenants' groups were unsucces-.
sful yesterday.

X[ the lin’{e the $15,000-a-year
full-time job was approved by the
mayor almost two months ago
the job description called for a
persori to act as a liaison between
the city and tenants experiencing
housing problems in the city. X

While Bado added that “six
or seven people"” have applied for
the job since its inception, he said
that interviews have yet to be

mpleted.
i }[;e said that while the appli-
cant is not required to live in
Hoboken, that was preferable, as
was a bi-lingual person to fill the
job.




Why ‘fenant actiyist pasl

cifi o, director tenap s+
tion Y beginning of the Community Development demandeq ci;:sep: e
 Saused this gg;‘l,enm. ( Atgglncy% (CD?) Who is respon. ~"yitd changes.
Se_from  sibile "fo, i ing the “position gera , Cappiello wa, i
ggl;z;lgie:; »v:’vi};fartsée":o ;:;ﬂ::elgz’z "Io erd 51e ‘z]wo»mon(h wait on mee{ wiz‘)’ana lo t; ssiti?‘glsedﬂ:g Eférve'ﬁws T
T amstantly changing job peg i -a- y
tenam»acnvxst — okayed by him ments andyduxiesg e iy I::éﬂoo aayear H i e i
almastv(wo months ago — hag yet Bado has sajq th i a¢ ounced that jy I
to be filled, the job description

e
at every time Would be filled as soon as -
Was finalized, pje, b |

Bado has saj

tenants apg

5.5, according to Bado,

Hoboken ‘getting
Sites checked’ﬂ
on detectors '

Hoboken’s chief building in- mandate, landlords in dwellings
Spector says hjs department js of four or more units must place
“‘moving right along” in Checking i

requirements

The director of Hoboken's
Community Development Agency
blamed “‘constantly changing job

City for compliance operated alarms in aj] access requirements and duties” as the

areas such as hallways and base- reason the job of tenant-advocate
date — with a fy]] one-third of the ments. — approved by Mayor Steve Cap-
buildings in the city having been Meanwhile, Mayor Steve piello almost two months ago —
inspected already, Cappiello added that plans to has yet to be filled.

"We're doing the best we have 5 city ordinance mandatin, However, Fred Bado, head of
can,"” said Michael Curcio, chief Smoke alarms in multi-dwellings the CDA, said he hopes to meet
building inspector in the city, who o back up the State ordiance, is
added that he js patiently sifting '

ith Cappiello and members of
still “status quo.’ r;xe c“pyp council 1oHDW|ng
through the piles of Ppaperwork on He added that the city man- tomorrow’s 7 p.m. council
his desk on the City's multiple dat,
dwellings

€ is being held up since meeting to further discuss the
Hoboken might be held respons;. S ation: ;

ble if there wag a fire in a Bado said that every time the
Although e gi i job description is finalized,

tenants’ group spokesmen
city which are in demanded changes.

compliance with the law, he said ‘bi i i

it was “‘substantial."

Repeated attempts to contact
i spokesmen for any of the city's
According to the year-old tenants' groups were unsucces-.
sful yesterday.
Xz the time the §15,000-a-year
full-time job was approved by the |
mayor almost two monL_xhs‘_:i 0

-

By ROY KAHN yesterday afternoon. The  second man.
Staff Writer Robert Romero, 22, who police said has
HOBOKEN—Two more persons, - ki
cluding the owner of a Met Foods super.
markel which was destroved by areq
were arrested Yesterday as City polic
brought to four the Aumber of suspents
allegedly involved in burning down fhe
building Dec. 7
Julio Vargas. 27. of Brooklyn, ...
identified by police as the owner of (he

cted to be made within the next

firmed last night that the small marfeq  Arson. The same
day morning. Both were carged. wih had been  having financia] troubles.  Of 618 Park Ave
arson

Police
actual

set the fire. According to Detec.
e seph Pelrill, is  Donatacci taid there was no conneptioy  behind the. blacs
volved in the investigation, Romero i betseen the unle gng ey 0

also wanted by New York City police for

20 arson there. At least one more arrest  On Monday.

police arrested Robert

Unfilled

S Seven persons” paq
the reason for the  the bi-linguaj Position

Posed to act as g |jj
1 Y o
i 5__ 82- L regarding housing Co)

supermarket arson

Sanchez. 18, of 300 Marshall St., a former
s. police said employee of the store, and charged him
Detective Capt. Patrick Donataccicon-  With accepting $250 f

store for  and charged with agg

vear. but i - cording to police. however
offictals would not sa who hag 20Ut @ yeer. but ownership of ;"‘E"l;"m”g those 4w men was s
vho las been Jn.  fowever. fas ot been released ang fire and. neihor e

The police investigation involved hoth
the detective division and the vice squad.



Council to actiNA funding’”

Members of Hoboken's City
Council are expected to take ac-
tion on continuing the funding for
the Citizens United for New Ac-
tion organization at tonight's 7

'clock meeting.

¥ ckZZUNA recegwes funds annual-
ly to run the Hoboken y(.’“,[,
counseling service. The Ccity
Ci

organization had b
itself from a coung
for community f
tenants’ rights org:
Mayor Steve
recommended to
members that they
funding with the aj
all funds be use

re also expected

i szégo?)‘(;'
cy’s contributions total ,000,
;vyh;leche state Division of Youth
and Family Services, (DYFS)
provides the other $54,000.
Funding for the organization
had been ““on hold” until state,
federal and CUNA officials met
last week to clear up misunder-
standings on the scope of the
nization.
urgﬂAccordmg to Fred‘ Bado,
head of the CDA, funding had

to ratify cash paynj g long-time
$59,000 to welfare fon " oritic’ has
the jan. 1 pay PeriGioht's Hoboken
to the ‘agenda. ing at 7 o'clock

They are also e:
on resolutions palompiained that
$5,000 to Police Ofeen changed by
Piscopo in accordwould miss city
workman's compen!

been held up because the

tenant activist
after 2 months

Hoboken now has a tenant ac-
tivist at long last.

Fred Bado, head of the Com-
munity Development Agency, an-
nounced that he has hired Robert
Schachter, a Hoboken resident,
for the job, which had been un-
filled since the position was ap-
proved by Mayor Steve Cappiello
almost two months ago.

He will begin his duties Mon-
day, Bado said.

Bado further added that
Schachter, in his early 20s, is no
stranger to this type of work,
having served as a volunteer for
the New York Environmental
Protection Agency for a short
time.

The tenants activist, who will
earn $15,000 per yera, is supposed
to act in a liaison capacity
between tenants and landlords to
solve Housing problems, Bado

had explained ‘earlier.

Schachter, according to the
CDA head, most recently worked
as a salesman for The New York
Times and attended classes at
New York's New School. He is
also bi-lingual, and a graduate of
Glen Rock High School.

The position of tenant ac-
tivist had been unfilled for almost
eight weeks for a variety of
related reasons, according to
both the mayor and Bado.

The mayor blamed a jack of
specifications set up at the begin-
ning of the job's creation for the
delay, while Bado blamed tenant
activist group members who con-
tinually wanted the job descrip-
tion changed for hampering the
hiring process.

At most, seven people ap-
plied for the job, explained Bado.

Leaves of abses as a security

city’s public safety director.

Regina Kranz and James
Suarez will also be appointed as
members of the Hoboken Recrea-
tion commission.

guard in one of the city's
municipal garages.

“I will take my lunch hour
exactly at 7 p.m.,"”" vowed Vezzet-
ti today. ‘‘They can't keep me
away."

Vezzetti had previously
worked the midnight to 8 a.m.
shift. He currently works the 4
p.m. to midnight shift.




Members of Hoboken's City
Council are expected to take ac-
tion on continuing the funding for
the Citizens United for New Ac-
tion organization at tonight's 7
o'clock meeting.

CUNA receives funds annual-
ly to run the Hoboken youth
counseling service. The city's
& '

organization had been expanding
itself from a counseling service
for community youth to a
tenants’ rights organization.
Mayor Steve Cappiello had
recommended to City Council
members that they approve the
funding with the agreement that
all funds be used for youth
and no other purpose.

D Agen-
cy's contributions, total $23,000,
while the state Division of Youth
and Family Services, (DYFS)
provides the other $54,000.

Funding for the organization
had been ‘‘on hold"” until state,
federal and CUNA officials met
last week to clear up misunder-
standings on the scope of the
organization.

According to Fred Bado,
head of the CDA, funding had
been held up because the

In other business at tonight’s
meeting, City Council members
are expected to act on resolutions
to ratify cash payments of over
$59,000 to welfare recipients for
the jan. 1 pay period, according
to the agenda.

They are also expected to act
on resolutions paying almost
$5,000 to Police Officer George
Piscopo in accordance with a
workman's compensation award.

Leaves of absenses for two

Council to act on CUNA funding

police officers are also expected
to be passed at tonight’s meeting.

hey are a three-month leave
for Patrolman John Gilbarty and
a six-month leave to Lt. James
Giordano, who also serves as the

/=6°F,
S

city’s public safety director.

Regina Kranz and James
Suarez will also be appointed as
members of the Hoboken Recrea-
tion commission.

Vezzetti to make council
meeting on lunch hour

Thomas Vezzetti, a long-time
city administration critic, has
vowed to make tonight’s Hoboken
city council mkeeting at 7 o'clock
alifely one.

Vezzetti has complained that
hi§job hours had been changed by
thecity so that hejwould miss city
council meetings:

Vezzetti works as a security

guard in one of the city’'s
municipal garages.

“I will take my lunch hour
exactly at 7 p.m.,” vowed Vezzet-
i today. “They can't keep me
away."

Vezzetti had previously
worked the midnight to 8 a.m.
shift. He currently works the 4
p.m. to midnight shift.

. Hoboken now has a tenant ac-
tivist at long last.

Fred Bado, head of the Com-
munity Development Agency, an-
nounced that he has hired Robert
Schachter, a Hoboken resident,
for the job, which had been un.
filled since the position was ap-
proved by Mayor Steve Cappiello
almost two months ago.

He will begin his duties Mon-
day, Bado said

Bado further added that
Schachter, in his early 20s, is no
stranger to this type of work,
having served as a volunteer for
the New York Environmental
Protection Agency for a short
time.

The tenants activist, who will
earn $15,000 per yera, is supposed
to act in a liaison capacit;
between tenants and landlords to
solve housing prubl‘ems, Bado

Hoboken hires 7
tenant activist
after 2 months

had sexhp]amed earlier.
chachter, according to the
CDA head, most recenuyg worked
as a salesman for The New York
Times and attended classes at
New York's New School. He is
also bi-lingual, and a graduate of
Glen Rock High School
. The position of tenant ac-
tivist had been unfilled for almost
eight weeks for a variety of
related reasons, according to
both the mayor and Bado.

The mayor biamed a lack of
specifications set up at the begin-
ning of the job’s creation for the
delay, while Bado blamed tenant
activist group members who con-
[Imuallg' wanted the job descrip-
on changed for hampering t}
hiring process. e e

At most, seven people ap-
plied for the job, explained Bauy,
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months studying major fires that

eenin Hoboken

come up because of their fre-

A Hoboken tenants group has
charged that a ‘‘strong cor-
relation” exists between recent
suspicious fires and increased in-
terest in condominium and
cooperative apartment conver-
sions in the city.

A study by the group also
reportedly showed that the same
developers and realtors are con-
tinually cropping up as being in-
volved in the ownership and
management of fire-ravaged
buildings.

As a result, the group decided
last night to consider steps to
warn tenats of buildings that are
either owned or managed by
these people and corporations

findings.

The study was presented at a
meeting last night in Hoboken.
According to Ronald Hine, who
chaired the committee, a pattern
hed emerged that suggests that
the fires may have been set in
order to vacate the apartments
faster than regulations would
allow.

Hine pointed out that neither
the study nor anyone in the group
was claiming that the fires were
set by building owners. The pur-
pose of the study, he said, was to
find some pattern, some deter-
mination toward a reason for all
the fires.

The committee that prepared
the report worked for over three

had occurred in the city over the
past four years, Hine said.

In eight recent multiple-
alarm fires, Hine said a pattern
had emerged.

In seven of the buildings, con-
dominium or cooperative apart-
ment conversion plans were sub-
mitted within a short period of
time after the fire had forced te-
nants out of the building.

1t was in studying these par-
ticular fires that the names of
owners and developers kept
“‘popping up,” according to Hine.
However, he added that the
persons were also involved in
property ownership and manage-
ment throughout the city and
may have only coincidentally

quent dealings with property.

These patterns suggested a
“strong correlation that may
lead to the conclusion’ that the
buildings may have been set on
fire to force the tenants to vacate
the apartments.

After discussion on the
report, the group members
agreed to consider ways on
alerting tenants in buildings
owned or managed by them of the
study’s findings.

The members also agreed to
seek legal advice on what judicial
steps would be taken to place a
stay on conversions in the city un-
til further investigation into the
arson problem.




Council wa

By James Kopchains

The Hoboken City Council wants to know why
a funded organization meant to help {youths get
jobs has decided to give most of its staff positions.
to out-of-towners.

The council had been expected to vote last
night on supplying funding for CUNA to run the
city's youth counselling service. However, the
members decided at Monday’s caucus to pull the
resolution until it conducts an investigation.

Meanwhile, at last night’s meeting, tempers
flared as Council President Walter Cramer and
Councilman Robert Ranieri got into a shouting
match over a proposed plan for a Pathmark super-
market on 14th and Washington streets.

In calling for the CUNA measure pulling both
Cramer and Councilman Anthony Romano said
they were surprised to learn that its staff was

By James Kopchains a5 '2& e

A Hoboken tenants group has
charged that a "slrgng l:'cor-
relation’ exists between recent
suspicious fires and increased in-
terest in condominium and
Cooperative apartment conver-
sions in the city.

A study by the group also
reportedly showed that the same

findings.

allow.

tinually cropping up as being i
;ﬂved in the ownership gand
nagement of fire-ra
buildings. taged
As aresult, the group decided
last night to consider steps to
warn tenats of buildings that are
either owned or managed by
these people and corporations

set by building

the fires.

nts to know why

I
and apprising them of their

The study was presented at a
meeting last night in Hoboken,
According to Ronald Hine, who
chaired the committee, a pattern
hasd emerged that suggests that
the fires may have been set in
order to vacate the apartments
faster than regulations would

Hine pointed out that neither
the study nor anyone in the group
was claiming that the fires were
owners. The pur-
pose of the study, he said, was to
find Some pattern, some deter-
mination toward a reason for all

The committee that prepared
the report worked for over three

largely made up of out-of-towners. i

“That's the first time we heard about ity
Cramer said last night. \

According to Cramer, the top four officials 6n
the CUNA staff are reported as living in Union
City and Jergebg City. The lowest-paid staff
member at $6,500 per year is from Hoboken.

This especially angered Romano. “I can un-
derstand if there were no qualified persons in
Hoboken for the job. Then they could scout the
nation for someone qualified,” Romano said.

“But from the salaries they receive I can't
believe mby can't find people qualified from
Hoboken." "

In funding CUNA, the city's Community
Development Agency contributes about $23,000
while the state Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices (DYK‘S) provides about $54,000.

seenin

months studying major fires that
had occurred in the city over the
past four years, Hine said.

In eight recent multiple-
alarm fires, Hine said a pattern
had emerged.

In seven of the buildings, con-
dominium or cooperative apart-
ment conversion plans were sub-
mitted within a short period of
fime after the fire had forced te-
nants out of the building.

. It was in studying these par-
ticular fires that the names of
owners and developers kept

popping up,” according to Hine.
However, Fe added that the
persons were also involved in
Pproperty ownership and manage-
ment throughout the city and
may have only coincidentally

Concerning the Pathmark supermarket,
Ranieri said the supermarket chain has been try-
ing to gain a variance for property owned by the
Hoboken Manufacturing Railroad Corp. at the
site. That variance request has recently been re-
jected by the city’s board of adjustment, a deci-
sion that the chain has said they would appeal to
the council.

The two men apologized after the meeting for
the outburst. Cramer explained that he did not
want Ranieri to make statements on the matter
since it was about to come before the council for a
decision.

In other business last night, the council ap-
proved tax abatements to renovators of apartment
buildings at Eighth Street and Willow Avenue and
to the Universal Folding Box Corp.

Regarding the tax abatements, Ranieri ex-

ODoKen

come up because of their fre-
quent dealings with property.
o These patterns suggested a
strong correlation that may
lead to the conclusion’ that the
buildings may have been set on
fire to force the tenants to vacate
the apartments.
After discussion on the
report, the group members
agreed to consider ways on
alerting tenants in buildings
owned or managed by them of the
study’s findings,
The members also agreed to
seek legal advice on what Jjudicial
steps would be taken to place a
stay on conversions in the city un-
til further investigation into the
arson problem.

UNA hired outside Hoboken

plained the houses on 800-812 Willow Ave. had been
granted an abatement of paying property taxes in
favor of payments the renovators agreed to make
in lieu of taxes.

Current taxes on the property are about
$14,000 per year, Ranieri said, but with the renova-
tions being planned for it the taxes could rise to
more than $100,000 per year. Instead, the
developers agreed to pay a sum based on a percen-
tage of their rental income, he said, which would
come to about $29,000 per year.

Regarding Universal, Ranieri said the com-
pany had just finished putting a $3 million addition
to their plant. In exchange the city agreed to a tax
abatement for five years with decreases of 20 per-
cent each year from the 100 percent abatement the
first year, he said.



Seniors Protected e
by New Condo L

New Jersey landlords are now
converting many apariments
high-priced condominiums. A

won’t be able to afford to b
apartment and will fac
But if you're a senior citizen (62 or
older) with a low or medium family
income you can’t be forced to move
for 40 years.

protection
disabled persons in New Jersey. A/l
other tenants who don’t buy their
converted apartment face eviction
after four years. If you're a senior
and you are eligible under the in-
come limit you won’t have to worry
until you're at least 102 years of age.

On July 27, 1981 Governor Bren-
dan Byrne signed Senate Bill 3028,
the Senior Citizen and Disabled
Protected Tenancy Act. The law
protects senior citizens from evic-
tion if they meet the following
requirements.

1. They have an income no
higher than the average (see table).
This figure will change each year
and it is different for each county.

2. They have resided in the
building for two years.

3. They are 62 years of age.

4. The apartment contains at least
five rental units,

The law protects a disabled per-
son who is totally and permanently
unable to work because of a
physical or mental impairment or
blindness. Disabled persos
also meet the income and res
requirements.

Before a [andlm’d is allowed to
convert any apartment to a condo-
minium, the Town must send an ap-
plication to every tenant in the
building. The tenant must fill out
the form and send or hand deliver it

0 the Town, The tenari? mubtGlso
sign a statement stating his i

and that he or she

apartment for more than two years.
Within 30 days the Town must
decide whether the tenant qualifies
for the 40-year protected tenancy. 1f’
you receive an application form, be
sure (o complete it within 60 days
and return it to the Town or you
may not be eligible for protected
tenancy.

If your building was approved for
conversion before July 27, 1981
then you must g0 to court to'be pro-
tected under the law. If there are
any questions about whether.or not
your building has been approved for
conversion, contact the New Jersey.
Department of Community Affairs
at (609) 292-6418.

Tenants not eligible for the pri
tected tenancy are entitled to stay in
their apartment at least three years
before they can be ted. Within
18 months of receiving an eviction
notice these tenants can ask the
landlord for help in finding a similar
apartment. If the landlord cannot
find this for the tenant, the tenant
cannot be evicted after three years.
Instead the tenant can get an addi-
tional extension up to five years,
though landlords are allowed to
evict tenants after the fourth year by
giving the tenant five months free
rent, Tenants in converted buildings
are protected by local rent control,
providing there is a rent control law
in the town in which they live.

Any tenants who want further in-
formation about what to do when
faced with a condo conversion can
call the New Jersey Public Advocate
at (800) 792-8600 or the New Jersey
Bureau of Landlord Tenant Affai
in the N.J. Department of Com-
munity Affairs at (609) 292-6418.

the New Jersey Both bills
will make it easier to evict tenants
without going through the normal
steps.

S685 eliminates the need for a War-
rant of Removal to be certified by the
Post Of This means that a land-

endlng Bills Threaten Tenants
M‘g[huu are mrr:.nll» two bills that
tenants should L e aware m pending in

lord who claims to have sent a warrant

loes not need proof of its deliver:

S686 eliminates the need for noti:

be given when a tenant is being ev

for endangerment of another tenant.
Tenants are urged to contact their|

State Senators to oppose these bills. In|

the next issue of NJTOnews, there will

be a complete report on all pending|

legislation that affects tenants.
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Hoboken workers sweep Washington Street as part of the “‘Operation

Clean Sweep™ cleanu)

Steve Scerbo.

P _campaign. From left they are Romano

Public Works Director William Van Wie, John Hutchens and

Hoboken seen hedaring
a smoke detector law

Superior Court Judge
Thomas O'Brien's ruling that
Hoboken is not legally liable for
damages suffered in a tenement
fire three years ago may clear
the way for the city to pass a
long-awaited municipal smoke
detector law:

O'Brien ruled that Hoboken
is not liable for damages that
resulted from a Jan. 20, 1979, fire
at 131 Clinton St. in which 21
persons were killed and others in-
jured and left homeles:

Families of the victims
had sued Hoboken and the state of
New Jersey, claiming that th
were as many as 190
threatening" violations in the
building that the city should have
corrected when it inspected the
tenement on behalf of the state.

The pending legal action had
prevented Hoboken from passing
a municipal smoke detector or-
dinance, because city attorneys
were unsure about whether the

city could be held liable for
damages if smoke detectors
weren't installed due to faulty in-
spections.

But now, O'Brien’s decision
in favor of Hoboken and the state
clears the way for the city to pass
alocal smoke detector ordinance,
provided the decision is not ap-
pealed within 45 day:

“1 think it was a very fair and
just decision,” said Hoboken
Mayor Steve Cappiello. *It
recognizes that the city can’t be
held responsible for everything
having to do with housing, Now
we have to wait until the 45-day
appeal time has lagged before

making another move.”
Councilman Robert Ranieri|
who had introduced a local smok:
detector ordinance las
November, only to see the la

or more.
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Continued from Page 1

Employees Association, $2,000;
Concetta Wichert, wife of Union
City commissioner Arthur
Wichert, $2,500, and Thomas Ken-
nedy, $1,500.

Kennedy is a Hoboken coun-
cilman, for which he receives
$10,000 a year — only $105 a week,
he asserted, after deductions —
and is Hudson County CETA chief
of security.

Included also on Gallo's
payroll are his son Dominic

Hoboken may cut council

consulting firm to
udy . of the
feasbility of municipal garbage
collection for Hoboken.

Continued from Page 1.

Councilman Robert Ranieri
said that he would support any at-
tempt to reduce the number of
councilmen and directors.

““All you need to run a city
this size is a mayor, a council
with about five members, a city
clerk and a business ad-
ministrator,” he said. “I would
support reducing the number of
directors and modifying the
Faulkner Act to reduce the
number of councilman.”

would further

Gallo, $3,000; Dorothy J. Cap-
Tello_wife of Hoboken Mayor
Steve Cappiello, 92,0005 arles
J. Pizzuta, a former township
committeeman in Weehawken,
$1,000; Elizabeth LaBook, $1,500;
Paul Lanzo, $3,000; Marilyn
Garrick, $3,500; Joan D*Agostino,
$2,000; Anthony D. Sacci, $2,500;
Steven DeBari, $1,500; Sergio
Germinario, $1,000, and John
Altomare, $1,500

On Jackman's payroll are
Steven Weil, $1,000; Thomas
Klein, son of Guttenberg Mayor

hire a private
do a three-month st

The contract has already
been tabled twice and Ranieri has
consistently attempted to per-
suade his colleagues to reject the
bid and begin the municipal
collection of garbage.

1t is believed that Ranierihas
the support of only two of the
eight other councilmen — E.
Norman Wilson and Nunzio
Malfetti in his bid for

Herman G. Klein, $1,500;
Madelyn Tholer, $1,000; Carol
Bronsky, $2,000; Francis Mon-
tione, $1,000; Evelyn Ferry,
§1,000; Carmela Escudero,
$1,000; Mario Malavasia $1,000
and Marion Warns, $5,000.

On Cowan's payroll are
Estelle Lorraine, $2,000; Mary-
jane Badach, $5,000; Earl T.
Brady, $3,000 and Mary Alice
Polities, $2,500.

Legislators decide whether
their aides will be paid monthly,
quarterly or semi-annually.

members

municipal garbage service, but
yesterday Mayor Cappiello said
he would support municipal gar-
bage collection if the council
voted in favor of it.

“Personally, I don’t like the
idea of the city going into the gar-
bage business, but I would go
along with the decision of the
council,””- he said. ‘“However, I
would prefer that they award the
one-year contract to La Fera and
hire a private firm to study the
plan.”




HOBOKEN PIERS A, B, €, AND D AS THEY LOOK ronAv ;

FAVORABLE VOTE SEEN

ON PIER TRANSFERS /-

Rep. Frank J. Guarini, (D
14th New Jersey) has
announced that legislation
allowing for the transfer of
Hoboken Piers A, B, and C
from ownership by the
federal government to the
city of Hoboken, is
scheduled to be voted on by
the House of Represen-

| tatives Thursday.

Guarini's  Bill H.R.
3620, has been
: unanimously approved by

the House Merchant Marine
Committee, whose
chairman is Rep. Mario
Biaggi (D, New York).
Guarini said he ‘‘expects
no serious opposition to the
| measure in next week's
~vote by the full House
where passage s
: predicted.’”

“‘The bill, which-has the
 approval of Hoboken's
i Mayor Steve Cappiello, and

the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, will
allow the transferring of
ownership from federal

supervision on terms
favorable to the Mile
Square City,"" he added.

Guari praised  Cap-
piello’s **perseverence and
determination  over the
years in this matter, which
included going to
Washington and testifying
before the House Merchant
Marine Subcommittee."*
“'Local control of these
piers is essential not only to
Hoboken but to all of
Hudson County as it
represents the spirit of
chage and the renewed
spirit of a community that is
willing to revitalize itself
keeping pace with the
many new middle income
residents to the area. Itis a
challenge that faces us and
bodes well for Hudson
County and indeed the
State of New Jersey,"
Guarini said.

The piers, once known
as the Third and Fourth
Street piers was once part
of Hoboken's thriving

waterfront which has been
victimized by changing
Anierica’s trends and new
technology.

In the 1950°s and
1960’s Hoboken lost its
three  major  waterfront
tenants, namely the
railroad, the passenger
ferry ships and the ocean
liners. In 1970 an im-
portant  cargo  shipping
company was lost to a new
container port facility
located in the Greenville
Section of Jersey City.

The piers saw their high
point of usefullness during
World War | when they
were used by the Hamburg-
American and Lloyd Lines,
two  German steamshi
companies after their
seizure by the United
States government in 1917
and were used for troop
movements.

Since 1917 the only
revenue rceived by the city
of Hoboken has been from
the Port Authority in a tri-

o heban feslnd

partite agreement _which
they had fully complied
with and paid about $2.5
million.  However, since
1971 Hoboken has lost an
estimated $68,637 in real
estate tax revenue.

The piers have seen a
gradual decline from
employment of over 3,000
persons in 1930 to virtual
abandonment today.
Hoboken's current
unemployment stands at
16.1 percent, one of the
highest in New Jersey.

According to  Mayor
Cappiello and Guarini the
city hopes to rehabilitate
the area with added
revenues manifested by
possible industrial marina,
and recreational or housng
investments.

Guarini said that **after
favorable consideration in
the House next week, his
bill will go to the United
States Senate where it has
been introduced by U. S.
Senator Bill Bradley.
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Tenants may get heating

An ordinance that would
allow Hoboken to supply heating
oil to freezing tenants at the
landlord’s expense may be passed
at tonight's meeting of the City
Cauncil.

Under the proposed or
dinance, which was introduced ar
the last council meeting, Health
Officer Patricia Mitten would be
allowed to make emergency
heating oil purchases for tenants
ke ia

Aalinmuant

Cappiell

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-
piello says that it would be
“ludicrous™ for him to veto an
ordinance—passed by an 8-to-1
vote by the city council Wednes-
day night—which allows the city
to supply heating oil to freezing
tenants at the expense of
landlords.

Councilman Robert Ranieri,
who cast the only dissenting vote,
said that he will recommend that
the mayor veto the bill, which he
believes is too severs.

*“It would be ludicrous for me
to override an ordinance that was
passed 8-to-1, unless Ranieri can
prove that he has the support of
other councilmen,” said Cap-
piello. “If they voted in favor of
the bill 8-to-1, there must have
been a reason for it."

The ordinance empowers

ken Police Department pe-
ﬂ Hieves that it has a suspect in
a tenement fire here in which 11 pes
sons died. The fire occurred last

Heal!

purc

acti
wit]

rents
or by

to thi

break
deadl

r-
Oct.
" dead end
But the police are still at a dead
on two other suspicious tenement fires
in carly October and late November
thiat, together, killed four persons, in-
jured30and displaced more than 150.
“We have a suspect in the 102 12th
Street fire, and we're hoping that
e will be an arrest i
?:;f. etk Danptacel, Hoboken's
ive commander. He'said that in-
formation gathered by detectives con-
e ths Ot 24 fire had been

o calls

make emer,

heatless by ney
The city will be able totake
on after a building has been
hout heat for
city will be re
fuel oil purch:

the property involv
Ranieri said that he objects
dinance: the
landlords fro;
heat during the winter, the provi- ice
sion requiring
space heater:

problems befo;

The city would be reimbursed
for the fuel oil purchased by
collecting rents directly from the
tenants or by placing a tax lien
against the property involved.

Ms. Mitten and Health and
Welfare Director James Farina
have urged the council to pass the
ordinance. Ms. Mitten said at the
last council meeting that there
were 25 cases this winter where
the ordinance would have helped
freezing tenants, who had to wait

th Officer Patricia

§

en to
ency heating oil
or tenants left
gligent landlords.

hases

six hours. The
imbursed for the
i ased by collecting
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ed.
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igators at that time deter-
mined that & flammable liquid had
been poured in the first-floor hallway
A
police that Miss Ramos had been
trying to get them out for more than a
year. It had been disclosed after the
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the city took negligent landlo|
to court.

Councilman Robert Ran
said that the number of tena
who lost heat was too few|
warrant the proposed ordina
But Farina said “‘even if only.
person were helped, it would
worth it."”

veto ludic

‘I don’t disagree with the

philosophy of the ordinance, but I
believe that it should be revised,"
he said. “However, if the mayor
and the council want to 80 into
the fuel oil business, that’s their
Pprerogative."

But Councilman Thomas
Kennedy, who introduced the bill,

that he is behind the or-

ed
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ire that the building had been sched-
o e scld Oct. 26 to a Ronald
Fisher of Hoboken.

That sale was never consummated.
‘The building was subsequently sold to
a Hoboken developer, Joseph Fox,

it

)

who is now turning it into condomini-

ums.
Miss Ramos and Mr. Negron
havepetased i ol t he pess snce

October fire, except for an initial
oot in Which she denied that
she had anything to do with the fire or
that she had harassed tenants.

Detective Donatacci said that arson
for protit had been ruled out in an Oct.
11 fire at 67 Park Avenue in which a
2yearold and a Tyearold were
iilled. He said it was believed that
chtldmnhadmh:“ﬁminawuchm

second-floor hallway.
mﬁn wasn't a p ional arson
building

rofessi
job,” he said. “The whole
 destroyed.
wa‘l?h::hird fatal fire occurred on Nov.
21 at the American Hotel, and Detec-

Donatacci said that “it could be
'.i,v;m,bmajsowumbeaccuum. L]
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An ordinance that would
allow Hoboken to supply heating
oil to freezing tenants at the
landlord’s expense may be passed
at tonight's meeting of the City
Council. |

e Under the proposed or
dinance, which was introduced at
the last council meeting, Health

The city would be reimbursed
for the fuel oil purchased by
collecting rents directly from the
tenants or by placing a tax lien
against the property involved.

Ms. Mitten and Health and
Welfare Director James Farina
have urged the council to pass the
ordinance. Ms. Mitten said at the

the city took negligent landlords

to court.

Councilman Robert Ranieri
said that the number of tenants
who lost heat was too few to
warrant the proposed ordinance.
But Farina said ‘“‘even if only one
person were helped, it would be
worth it."”

Tenants may get heating oil

The ordinance is scheduled
for a public hearing and final vote
at tonight’s council meeting, at 7
at City Hall.

. Alsoat the meeting, the coun-
cil is expected to make several
appointments to the Hoboken
Recreation Commission.

Officer Patricia Mitten would be last council meeting that there
allowed to make emergency were 25 cases this winter where
heating oil purchases for tenants the ordinance would have helped
left heatless by delinquent freezing tenants, who had to wait
landlords. two to three weeks for heat while

Cappiello calls

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap- Health Officer Patricia ‘Mitten to

for him to veto an purchases for tenants left ve the !
! Eeadess by negligent landlords.  he said. ‘However, if the mayor

vote by the city council Wednes-
day night—which allows the City action after a building has been  prerogative.”
to supply heating oil to freezing without heat for six hours. The

landlords. . fuel oil purchased by collecting
Councilman Robert Ranierl, rents directly from the tenants,
who cast the only dissenting vote, o by placing a tax lien against
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Tenants may get heating

An ordinance that would
allow Hoboken to supply heating
oil to freezing tenants at the
landlord’s expense may be passed

at tonight's meeting of the City |

Council.

Under the proposed or
dinance, which was introduced at
the last council meeting, Health
Officer Patricia Mitten would be
allowed to make emergency

The city would be reimbursed
for the fuel oil purchased by
collecting rents directly from the
tenants or by placing a tax lien
against the property involved,

Ms. Mitten and Health and
Welfare Director James Farina
have urged the council to pass the
ordinance. Ms. Mitten said at the
last council meeting that there
were 25 cases this winter where
i would have helped

heating oil p for tenants
left heatless by delinquent
landlords.
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. By ROY KAHN 3/
bttt G s According tof the mayorg however, that he will fund any
- message included in the q negotiated wage increases by cut.
{ _HOBOKEN—Mayor steve Cap- . the 8% million: buges ting back on city personnel
Diello_droped into the lap of fhe  withiy she state- But the most pressing issue bef
/¢ ;é; Council last night his proposeq the council wa. nénhfrlhaiehudnrf
vith 5 $op iPaL Dudget — complete  will push the ax J3te up fo Sig6 per i (ol roposed lagoffs. It was 4
1 L‘n‘r’ih 2 528 mke'm the city tax rate  $1.000 of ed valuation pmposﬂp geusgou:(‘\i?m:m [sz')i;rf
a TOVisions il i i
pmalv ::dlnl:; vm; hnr]-g most tem- That figure indicates the amount  Ranieri that the city embark on an
y Provisional employees 1o be raised by loca immediate takeover of municipal
To make his budget work, Cap- garbage collection
'p':eHn I;‘u&lratlled for the freezing of After more than two hours of
e school tax Jeyy Ci 0
hifie Tt S;L:,;v ’?Psr:élm;!br;z;ll o Bu I debate, the council refused to side
on city-paid travel to conventions  yet a > V rv;.la'xh w"ﬁ,’.’fmb?.'aféd td-blfl?- rﬁnzm“("ln
and the limination of most of the does ises lion garbage contraet. ) i
Ly vertime VI - ! 2
o rmZSCZ‘}?.ii ';rer;:mdnlchue : Contracting Co. Instead, they .
City, Couricil meeting it 50 Message indicateq,  C o0 !0 o“m%;desn%’:;\os?avmg
on phyunes pge e e e approve; ti nesake, ind : o2k 10
by T 20 follow a route taken ~ SmD o only.the mayer bt
7Y New Brunswick when, on Mare ity Council 25 well
1, it took over Barbage collection The council, however, was o
services swayed by his arguments
Challenging the counci] 1 adopt Councilman  Thomas  Kenne
his plan and save between $600.000 challenged Ranieri’s comparis

| H°b°ke':!rta,£ﬁ i;tzw rise $28

%%  Rent Control Weapon

Housing and Urban Development courage adjustments of supply to de-|
Secretary Pierce was quick in re- mand and accelerate deterioration of!
sponding to a recommendation by a the housing stock, Moreover, they are
presidential advisory board that the  grossly unfair, forcing some people to
sgovernment deny most forms of hous- pay very high rents to offset the cheap
ing assistance to cities that practice  ride that others are getting, They lock
rent controls. We wish the Secretary  people into housing when they should
had paused to give it a little more  be moving to suit their changing
thought before rejecting the idea out needs.
of hand, A case could be made for federal

We ourselves have had some ambi- arm-twisting just on the grounds that
valence on this issue. As Mr. Pierce Jocal politicians need someone to
says, it is hardly within the spirit of
federalism, which the Reagan admin-
istration is seeking to promote, when
Washington uses its financial power to
influence local policies. On the other  deed be federal interference,
hand, the case for not granting aid to The best case is the one the advi-
rent control cities is one that we find  sory board makes. If we have to have
Dpersuasive, federal housing at all, why should the

Bernard Siegan, a member of the federal government spend vast
advisory panel which will make its full  amounts of money on public housing
Teport on housing policy by April 30, to replace the housing stock of those
insists that the recommendation s not cities which have destroyed the exist-
in conflict with the new federalism. It ing stock with renf
is not an attempt to punish cities for i
their policies or inflict Washington's I on investment is
will but merely to protect the federal made artificially low by the broad ap-
government against unnecessary in- plication of renf controls? The answer
vestment losses. is that the federal government has a

Rent controls, as with all Drice con-  right and responsibility to protect fed-
trols, are counterproductive, They dis- eral taxpayers.




between Hoboken and New Bruns-
wick, arguing that New Brunswick | According to Kennedy's research
was different because it propably the city would not be able to service
has one arid two-family homes in- the trucks. He predicted an.
stead of tenements. He further  Hiboken garbage collection wouly
charged that two weeks of a suc-  be| plagued by the Kinds of cost
cessful experiment in New Bruns- ovdruns that have other marked
Yick was not a good measure of the city projects in the past

uccess of a “risky undertaking."

Continued from Page 1
option to the LaFera proposal which
Would reduce the number of ci
garbage collection days from three
o two.

and $1.1 million more than the cur-
rent arrangement. he charged that
. refusing to follow his lead would
indicate the council s afraid to take
on_responsibility and doomed the
body to political disaster
“‘This document dictates a tax
payer revolt.” he claimed, holding
up his copy of the proposed budget.
He predicted that, were the docu-
ment approved, the public would
dump not only the mayor but the
City Council as well
The council, however
swayed by his arguments
Councilman  Thomas  Kenne
challenged Ranieri’s  comparis;

Adopted unanimously by the coun-
cil. the move was Ranieri's *'second
choice.” he' said

He began the meeting by attempt-
ing {0 convince the council to aban-
don reliance on the private sector
completely and follow a route taken
by New Brunswick when, on March

1 it taok over garbage collection
services

was nol

Challenging the council to adopt
his plan and save between $600,000

Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Pierce was quick in re-
sponding to a recommendation by a
presidential advisory board that the
government deny most forms of hous-
ing assistance to cities that practice
rent controls. We wish the Secretary
had paused to give it a little more
thought before rejecting the idea out
of hand.

We ourselves have had some ambi-
valence on this issue. As Mr. Pierce
says, it is hardly within the spirit of
federalism, which the Reagan admin-
istration is seeking to promote, when
Washington uses its financial power to
influence local policies. On the other
hand, the case for not granting aid to
rent control cities is one that we find

Tsuasive.

Bernard Siegan, a member of the
advisory panel which will make its full
report on housing policy by April 30,
insists that the recommendation is not
in conflict with the new federalism. It
is not an attempt to punish cities for
their policies or inflict Washington's
will but merely to protect the federal
government against unnecessary in-
vestment losses.

Rent controls, as with all price con-
trols, are counterproductive. They dis-

Rent Controi Weapon

courage adjustments of supply to de-|

be moving to suit their changing
needs.

A case could be made for federal
arm-twisting just on the grounds that
local politicians need someone to
blame for doing what they find diffi-
cult politically to do, but which would
offer broad benefits to the people of
their cities. That, however, would in-
deed be federal interference.

The best case is the one the advi-
sory board makes. If we have to have
federal housing at all, why should the
federal government spend vast
amounts of money on public housing
to replace the housing stock of those
cities which have destroyed the exist-
ing stock with rent controls? And why
should it invest in housing in areas
where the return on investment is
‘made artificially low by the broad ap-
plication of rent controls? The answer
is that the federal government has a
right and responsibility to protect fed-
eral taxpayers.
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Board of Education and the Planning Board. He
referred to himself and to Cappiello as the last of
the line of political bosses in Hudson County and
compared the administration he ran with those of
such bosses as the ‘‘Hagues’” and the “Kennys”’.

Cappiello referred to the difficulties of dealing
with *‘the mob”’ stating:

That’s your headache, you know. And usually
those guys connected and when they’re connected,
ah, when they deal with us in the unions, ya know,
it’s open, it’s everything’s in the fuckin’ new-
spapers. When ya deal with mob, hey, take it easy,

ya know youw’re dealing away from the scene. They

don’t give a shit about public reaction, where we
have to.

It’s getting to be more and more that way,
because we’re trying to get rid of it. It’s better for
us to hire a contractor where we don’t have to deal
with the union, ya know.

As Musto made clear in his Abscam recording
of December 7, 1979, he and Cappiello both
recognized the importance and value of Musto’s
influence in Trenton and discussed such influence
as if it were a saleable commodity. The transcript
reflects, in pertinent part, a discussion of how
Musto regarded political influence:

Musto: . . .Because-ya never know the kind of
pressures. you’fe gonna need to meet the executive
branch and that casino or legislature. Ya need all
of that, I don’t say you should all get in on the
whole thing. The point I'm making here is I would
not be fair if I didn’t tell you that front man out
there, the guy that’s gonna be making that contact
legally, get my point, can’t be a F. Lee Bailey, in
other words, as good a lawyer as he is, a genius
let’s say, or bring Clarence Darrow back from the

dead, they don’t have what you really need.
There’s nothing so spectacular about the legal
work that has to be done here.

like buying and selling a house. Ya can get any
lawyer to handle that.

William V. Musto, right, and Steve Cappiello are pictured at a North
Hudson meeting last September.

Weinberg: Our main . . .

Musto: It isn’t that difficult, the legal work,|
What’s difficult here is the . . .

Weinberg: The contacts, contacts.

Cappiello: The influence, influence.

Musto: That's the whole ball game.

Weinberg: Right. Right now, there’s only

Weinberg: Well, legal work . . .

Musto: Get my point?

Weinberg: What I'm trying . . . i
Musto: That’s not what’s needed here. It’s just

See MUSTO — Page 25.
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The proofs at trial showed that Mu$to was
ready and willing to sell the influence he was able
to exert on various public bodies, that he would
rely on Scarafile and Powers to make the illegal
arrangements, and that Scarafile would collect the
cash. Proofs separate and apart from those at trial
establish much more. {

There are several allegations of considerable
substance evidencing the corrupt sale of influence
by Musto, Specifically, the United States At-
torney’s office is prepared to prove that Musto
conspired with David Friedland and other public
officials to illegally profit from a secretlyheld in-
terest in a Jai Alai fronton in Hudson County had
the State Jai Alai referendum passed. |

Additionally, Musto's influence overithe ap-
pointment of officials to public jobs and positions
in Hudson County made him privy to Kickback
arrangements. His close relationship to ‘Powers
may well have made him privy to Powers' illegal
relationship and corrupt administration of the
Hudson County Vocational School, discussed
below. |
| Certainly, Musto and his organization wielded
iron-clad control over the activities in Union City
and its environs. In the Abscam tape-recording of
December 8, 1979 between Musto, Mayor Steve
Cappiello of Hoboken, Mel Weinberg and FBI un-
dercover agent Anthony Amoroso, Musto
proclaimed himself as ‘‘the leader” in Union City.

If a private businessman came to Union City,
and wanted a zoning variance or planning board
action or anything else, he had to see Musto first,
according to Musto.

Musto announced how closely he controlled,
among other public bodies, the City Council, the

Board of Education and the Planning Board. He
referred to himself and to Cappiello as the last of
the line of political bosses in Hudson County and
compared the administration he ran with those of
such bosses as the ‘‘Hagues’ and the “‘Kennys'.

Cappiello referred to the difficulties of dealing
with ‘‘the mob'' stating:

That’s your headache, you know. And usually
those guys connected and when they’re connected,
ah, when they deal with us in the unions, ya know,
it’s open, it’s everything’s in the fuckin’ new-
spapers. When ya deal with mob, hey, take it easy,

ya know you’re dealing away from the scene. They °

don’t give a shit about public reaction, where we
have to.

It’s getting to be more and more that way,
because we’re trying to get rid of it. It’s better for
us to hire a contractor where we don’t have to deal
with the union, ya know.

As Musto made clear in his Abscam recording
of December 7, 1979, he and Cappiello both
recognized the importance and value of Musto’s
influence in Trenton and discussed such influence
as if it were a saleable commodity. The transcript
reflects, in pertinent part, a discussion of how
Musto regarded political influence:

Musto: . . .Because-ya never know the kind of
pressures.you'fe gonna need to meet the executive
branch and that casino or legislature. Ya need all
of that, I don’t say you should all get in on the
whole thing. The point I'm making here is I would
not be fair if I'didn’t tell you that front man out
there, the guy that's gonna be making that contact
legally, get my point, can’t be a F. Lee Bailey, in
other words, as good a lawyer as he is, a genius

let’s say, or bring Clarence Darrow back from the

William V. Musto, right, and Steve Cappiello are pictured at a North
Hudson meeting last September.

Weinberg: Our main . . .
Musto: It isn’t that difficult, the legal work.
What's difficult here is the . . .
Weinberg: The contacts, contacts.
The i i

dead, they don’t have what you really need.
There’s nothing so spectacular about the legal
work that has to be done here.

Weinberg: Well, legal work . . .

Musto: Get my point?

Weinberg: What I'm trying . . . .

Musto: That’s not what's needed here. It’s just
like buying and selling a house. Ya can get any
lawyer to handle that.

Musto: That's the whole ball game.
Weinberg: Right. Right now, there’s only

See MUSTO — Page 25.
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three, three on our side that we have to look for..
Steve, you and Joe. That’s the three involved so
far. With the people you know, Joe knows and
Steve knows, we should be able to (unintelligible) .
- . Now:we'll take care of the paying. We're laying
all the expenses out.

Musto: I don't say . . .

Weinberg: Ya follow me?

Musto: No, I'm only trying to be . .

Weinberg: Not that I'm a hog, I don’t mind
giving a piece of the pie away if the guy’s worth it.
If I can pay a guy oh, 25 or 15 0r 10 thousand dollars
to get the same thing I've gotta pay him now to
give a peice of the pie away. I'm a bit of a hog that
way. Ya know it's easy to give away. After a
while, ya can’t get it back. Ya wanna getrid of a
guy, he wants too much money then. And the least
amount of people know about it the better off we
are.

Musto: 1 agree there.

Weinberg: Alright. Let's be a little cautious.

Cappiello: Always.

Weinberg: Alright. Let's be a little cautious.
See you know what you have to do, we know what
we have to do, when it comes tq getting the piece
we know what we have to do, wecan handle that
part of it. We’re-coming to you, we're paving the
way to open the doors. Now, you remember with

me . ..

Musto:: You see (unintelligible) that’s true.
You see, but as I talk to you, I'wanna be fair to you
16004, %

Weinberg: They, we gonna be partners?

Musto: No, you follow (unintelligible)

Weinberg: Hey, Bill, if we're gonna go to bed
together, let’s be honest.

Musto: At the stage I'm in . . . At my stage I

Aisto — arrogance of power’

/c'ominued from Page 17.

can’t complain about anything. I happen to like
Steve Cappiello. I like being part of things. T enjoy
it. Ah, but, ah, have a feeling there's
(unintelligible) out there too. And if I thought for
one moment, as I'm thinking at this moment, that
it’s worthwhile for You people, and could ensure
something, that I know you want, you'll be living
with it long after I'm around, it wouldn't bother
me at all to say look I'm willing to say ya need
this, ya need this guy even (unintelligible) Bill
Musto, get my point?

Weinberg: No ya don't hafta do anything.

Musto: No, that's no problem with me at all.

And that he himself would purchase corrup-
tion as well as permitting himself and his office to
be purchased is confirmed by the corruption in-
vestigation surrounding David Friedland, briefly
referred to (elsewhere in the memo.)

Wally Lindsley, the Mayor of Weehawken,
during the course of a tape-recorded conversation
with Friedland, raised and discussed ways of in-
fluencing a potential federal witness, Richard
Kaplan. ¥ 3 i

In the context of discussing murdering, brib-
ing or otherwise “taking care of’' Kaplan,
Lindsley related that some time ago he had been
offered «‘close*to a quarter of a million to find
Orlandini.” The offerer was Musto.

Thus, whether advertising his influence as be-
ing for sale and, in fact, selling that influence or
offering to pay whatever had to be paid and
threatening to do whatever had.to be done to
enable that influence to continue, Musto violated
his sworn oath at every opportunity.

He must removed from the iniliew which
had made, znd will continue to make, that possi-
ble.
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“por La Gente” (For the

People), the Hoboken tenants’

has received a $400 grant

hase of smoke detec-

tors for tenants whose landlords
have not provided them.

sister Norberta of St.
Francis Church, leader of ‘‘Por
La Gente,” announced that the
group has received a $400 check
from Leo Genese, director of the
Camp Tomaqua Alumni Associa-
tion. i

She said that the funds will be
used to buy smoke detectors for
tenants’ apartments, ‘where the
landlord is reluctant to provide

them.

Although state law requires
the installation of smoke detec-
tors in every multi-dwelling unit

with three fami
Sister Norberta cli
jandlords ignore t

She advises ar
smoke alarm 10 C
Gente,”" which v
Jandlord to ms;
within a _reason:
time. If the alarm
*'Por La Gente'' ¥
and the tenant Il
deduct the cost of
the rent.

On a related
Norberta is trying

budget' that projects an increase
in the tax rate of $28 nar €1 000 ac.

: Offer Hoboken aid ;-
Tenants’ 9rol on housing iob #/ffe"

A group of concerned
citizens, calling themselves. the
Hoboken Housing Coalition made
their presence felt at a meeting
of the city’s Housing Authority
last night, offering to assist the
agency in finding a replacement
for its retiring executive direc-
0!

The Rev. Geoffrey Curtiss
made a presentation at the
authority’s headquarters on
Harrison Street, offering the help
of two coalition members he said
are experienced in housing mat-
ters — Michael Coleman and Ron
Hine to screen prospects for
the directorship.

The current director, Joseph
Caliguire, is retiring in June
after 24 years on the job.

to keep *'Por La G
addition, the organization

volunteers
translating,

for t
secretarial

typing,
i and

clerical work. Anyone interested
in helping should contact Sister

Norberta at St.

Francis Church.

Rev. Curtiss asked the com- |
missioners several specific ques-
tions concerning the qualifica-, |
tions for the positions, a copy of
the job description, where and
when the agency has advertised
for the job, the number of current
applicants, and when the selec-
tion of a new director will be

ade.

Authority Chairman Peter
Fontana told the group he already
has several names and assured
them that the agency will adver-
tise in newspapers for resumes.
He also said by April 29 the
authority will begin reviewing
the applicants and will most like-
ly name the new director in May.
He also gave the group a copy of |
the job description for the posi-/|
tion. 4




Hoboken City council President Waiter Cramer, seated center, is ac-
companied by other council members as he looks over a petition call-
ing for a change in the local form of government. From left are coun-
cil members Lewis Francone, E. Norman Wilson, Nunzi Malfetti,
Anthony Romano, Helen Macri and Sal Cemelli,

Officials would
end own jobs

ive members of the

Hoboken City Council, including
Council President Walter
Cramer, have begun circulating a
petition calling for a change in
the city's form of government to
a five-member commission.

We don't need nine coun-
cilmen to govern Hoboken," said
Cramer. “‘By changing to a five-
member commission, we can cut
costs dramatically.”

In addition to Cramer, the
other council members who have
called for a change in the form of
government are Nunzio Malfetti,
Louis Francone, Anthon Romano
and Sal Cemelli.

Moreover, at least two other
councilmen, ‘Thomas Kennedy
and E. Norman Wilson, have said
that they would support a change
in the form of government if it
would mean improving the
quality of government and cut-
ting a proposed 1982 municipal

By Thomas Rojas
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from Leo Genese, director of the
Camp Tomaqua Alumni Associa-
tion. g
She said that the funds will be

the rent.

d the tenant nas
deduct the cost of th{

On a related m

budget’ that projects an increase
in the tax rate of $28 per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation.

In order to accomplish the
change, Cramer’s group plans to
bring the matter to a vote by cir-
culating a petition which® will
have to be signed by at least 20
percent of the registered vnters
in Hbooken.

Cramer said that he favors
the change because it would not
only cut costs, but also “place
power in the hands of the elexted
officials.”

“The way things stand now,
the council doesn’t do the hiring
and firing, and we don't prepare
the budget,” he explained. “The
commission form places the
power in the elected officials."*

Mayor Steve Cappiello has
said that he would support a
change in the form of govern-
ment, if the public were to vote in
favor of it.

The current director, Jo:
Caliguire, is retiring in
after 24 years on the job.

h
June

soken aidg -
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Rey. Curtiss asked the com- -
missioners several specific ques-
tions concerning the qualifica-,
tions for the positions, a copy of
the job description, where and
when the agency has advertised
for the job, the number of current
applicants, and when the selec-
tion of a new director will be
made. h

Authority Chairman Peter
Fontana told the group he already
has several names and assured
them that the agency will adver-
tise in newspapers for resumes.
He also.said by April 29 the
authority will begin reviewing
the applicants and will most like-
ly name the new director in May.
He also gave the group a copy of
the job description for the posi-,
tion.
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ive members of the
Hoboken JCity Council, including

budget' that projects an increase
in the tax rate of $28 per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation.
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“Por La Gente" (For the
People), the Hoboken tenants'
group, has received a $400 grant
for the purchase of smoke detec-
tors for tenants whose landlords
have not provided them.

Sister Norberta of St
Francis Church, leader of *‘Por
La Gente,' announced that the
group has received a $400 check
from Leo Genese, director of the
Camp Tomaqua Alumni Associa-
tion.

She said that the funds will be
used to buy smoke detectors for
| tenants’ apartments, '‘where the
landlord is reluctant to provide

em.

Although state law requires
the installation of smoke detec:
tors in every multi-dwelling unit

grant

with three families or more,
Sister Norberta claims that many
landlords ignore the statute.

She advises anyone needing a
smoke alarm to contact "‘Por La
Gente,” which will inform the
Jandlord to install the alarm
within a reasonable amount of
time. If the alarm isn't installed,
“Por La Gente'’ will provide one,
and the tenant has the right to
deduct the cost of the device from
the rent.

On a related matter, Sister
Norberta is trying to raise funds
to keep *Por La Gente afloat. In
addition, the organization needs
volunteers for i
translating, secretarial
clerical work. Anyone interested
in helping should contact Sister
Norberta at St. Francis Church.
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Rey. Curtiss asked the com:
missioners several specific ques-
tions concerning the qualifica-_ }

tions for the positions, a copy of 1|
the job description, where and
when the agency has advertised
for the job, the number of current
applicants, and when the selec-
tion of a new director will be

made.

Authority Chairman Peter
Fontana told the group he already
has several names and assured
them that the agency will adver=
tise in newspapers for resumes.
He also said by April 29 the
authority will begin reviewing
the applicants and will most like-
ly name the new director in May.
He also gave the group a copy f
the job description for the po
tion.




= Ther;/;: ;;;re fo Hoboken than Sin

el

view.
ruowgrapny will- also be. on: viey
There are more than 40 free exhibits
planned.

bere will be o5 dance evep o

as housing chief

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-
piello ha: recommended that
Thomas Vezzetti, a frequent
critic of the city administration,
€ named executive director of Sday night’s meeting
the city’s Housing Authority, of the Housing Authority, a group

In a letter to the Housing calling themselves the Hoboken
Authority, Cappiello says tha Housing Coalition offered to ¢
Vezzetti; who has worked for the Sist the agency in finding a
city as a security guard and replacement for the retiring
management analyst, i amply  Caiguire,
qualified” to succeed j Peter Fontana, chairman of
Caliguire, who is ref the Housing Authority, told the

£roup  that the Authority
years in the post, begin reviewi

nezzetti is a longtime critic  Appil g8, Lo
of the mayor, the City Council.

the Board of Education, and thel

Hudson County Freeholders He|

director sometime in May,
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By PATRICE O'SHAUGHNESSY

LMOST THIRTY YEARS ago,
the grit and gusto of Hoboken
was captured on film in “On

the Waterfront.”

The film documented the tough,
working class community of bars and
brick row Houses and the corruption of
waterfront Li

Frank Sinatra, the saloon singer,
had been the mile-square city's most
famous native son and,in decades gone
by, residents took much ribbing when
they spoke of home. There wasn't
‘much to brag al

THAT IMAGE HAS faded and the
fokes are ending,

colorful hist

tory of “old”

spot for “expatriate” Manhattanites

will_be a -month.
Welebration '82." 1 i s enough o ke
anyone proud to be from

The ulemu.o»—wmcn begln on
April 3—includes
of all

ilms, playa lectures, poetry
readings, community tours and histori-
cal exhibitions.

Featured in these events are the
diversified  settings  which give
Hoboken its “then-now” appeal: the

, once th

privately owned rail line; the many
churches and libraries as el 52 the
new stores and
SUCH DIVERSITY produced a city
rich in talented, skilled people, and
ass s foeus of thio o celebration.

planned. =
“There will be 25 dance évents. ran- _The brownstone facade: High stoops:

ging from ballet to interpretive, taking
place all around the cif
What would a celebration be without
musie? Saxophones, harpsichords and
electric guitars will sound throughout
the churches in 20 concerts featuring
every style of music.
e industries and architecture of

Hoboken will be discussed in a 10part

lecture series _detailing the o
changes the port
through, from the time of Indian s
to  the brownstone-lined-

s

streets.

THEATRICAL  WORKS _ about
Hoboken by residents of Hoboken can
be seen_throughout the springtime
soiree. Drama and comedy
xheduled‘ ‘many of the 20 plays are

Pnclry md film have not been over-
: , home.
it s itk moytteets canbe

[Events hot line: 420-2017

n, and of course, “On the Water-
front,” which put Hoboken on the map,
will be screened.

On June 19 and 20, a festival will
take place on Pier Five, and in the Port
Authority's enclosed Pier C. A large,

v
Sponsored by the Hoboken Cultural
Council, a nonprofit _organization
established to initiate historical and
cultural acivitie,the celebration wil
e supgel dreds of v
well a3 the city government
o the Port Authorlty of New York
and New Jersey.

THE CELEBRATION adds up to a
‘proud tribute to the once-scarred city,
a city that has managed to retain its
working class roots while inviting new

While the revitalization is wel-
comed, the old- timers don't want to

rlghuy de:ervas e mly
ih_cast iron raflings. _cause enough to celebrate. [l
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Of the six families evacuated
being sheltered by the Red Cr¢
Holiday Inn in Jersey City
others are staying with relat
The only items salvageable f
apartments were items on th
floars. because the upper floors|
contents were almostly entirel
Those injured in fighting
were Capt. Peter Calandra, wij
inhalation firefighters Frank
a concussion: Vincent Guinta
injury to the left eye: Robert M
a contusion to the left
Salvadore Dorso with a back ¢
Antonio Rodriquez with conjy
Gerald Castante, Joseph Kent
Rudolf Trincellita with smok|
tion. The firefighters were trea
Mary Ho~pnd| released and pl
duty. according to S|

SALVAGED FURNITURE cl
a fire gutted three bunldi‘:n;:‘:r

Hoboken

arson

X,

suspecte

By BARBARA DEMICK
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The ugly glare of
arson may have made its presence
known here again during the week-
end as a general-alarm fire swept
through three buildings, leaving
nine firefighters injured and 23 resi-
dents homeless, fire officials said

The fire broke out Saturday night
at 10:30 in a vacant building at 109
Clinton St. and rapidly spread to two
adjacent occupied buildings, ac-
cording to fire officials.

Neighborhood residents said the
fire was the fourth at the same
address, a four-story frame huild-
ing. within the past two months.

The fire department quickly
called a general alarm on the fire.
Ten off-duty firefighters, two Jer-
sey City fire companies and one
Union City fire company were
called in for assistance

Deputy Fire Chief Raymond
Sheehan yesterday said the fire took
about two hours to bring under
control, but that firefighters did not
leave the scene until 1:30 yesterday
afternoon

Because of the speed with which
the fire spread, fire investigators
believe some type of

frightening resignation of people
who are too familiar with this kind
of event.

Angel Moyeno, whose said his
mother owns 107 Clinton St., one of
the fire-damaged buildings, was sit-
ting across the street with a few of
her belongings waiting for relativ
to transport them.

“We don’t know what is going on
here. bnt it is definately something
fishy,” he said .

Moyeno said 109 Clinton St.
where the fire started. liad been
occupied until three weeks ago,
when a mattress fire forced thefast
two families out

There were two famlies there.
Every time there was a fire, they
Kept on moving between apartments
until the fire department closed
them down,” he said.

Moyeno said the first fire two
months ago was accidentally caused
by a woman who was cooking. ‘1
don’t think the others were acciden-
tal,” he added.

His wife, Nellie Moyeno, said she
was suspicious because she saw a
man and a woman moving *'junk out.
of the building” earlier Saturday
afternoon.

It was not known

liquid may have been used as an
accelerant

Since the fire started in the va-
cant building, all the residents in the
adjoining buildings’ apartments —a
total of six families — were able to
escape unassisted

Outside the burned-out buildings.
residents expressed their anger —
not with shock. but with the more

who owns 109 Clmmn St. The build-
“For Sale"

Realty and the other from %vehno
Realty
The other fire-damaged building.
111 Clinton St., also had a sign
attached from Gottlieb-De La Torre
Real Estate.
See ARSON, Page 5
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. SALVAGED FURNITURE clytters Clinton Street in Hoboken yesterday after
a fire gutted three buildings and left 23 residents homeless.

Hoboken

arson i
suspecte

By BARBARA DEMICK
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The ugly elare of
arson may have made its presence
known here again during the week-
end as a general-alarm fire swept
through three buildings, leaving
nine firefighters injured and 23 resi-
dents homeless; fire officials said.

The fire broke out Saturday night
at 10:30 in a vacant building at 109
Clinton St. and rapidly spread to two
adjacent occupied buildings, ac-
cording to fire officials.

Neighborhood residents said the
fire was the fourth at the same
address. a four-story frame build-
ing, within the past two months.

The fire department quickly
called a general alarm on the fire.
Ten off-duty firefighters, two Jer-
sey City fire companies and one
Union City fire company were
called in for assistance.

Deputy Fire Chief Raymond
Sheehan yesterday said the fire took
about two hours to bring under
control, but that firefighters did not
leave the scene until 1:30 yesterday
afternoon.

Because of the speed with which
the fire spread, fire investigators
believe some type of flammable
liquid may have been used as an
accelerant.

Since the fire started in the va-
cant building, all the residents in the
adjoining buildings’ apartments —a
total of six families — were able to
escape unassisted.

Outside the burned-out buildings.
residents expressed their anger —
not with shock. but with the more

frightening resignation of people
who are too familiar with this kind
of event

Angel Moyeno, whose said his
mother owns 107 Clinton St.. one of
the fire-damaged buildings, was sit~
ting across the street with a few of
her belongings waiting for relatives
to transport them.

“We don’t know what is going on
here, but it is definately something
fishy.” he said. .

Moyero said 108 Clinton _St..
where the fire started, ad been
occupied until three weeks ago,
when a mattress fire forced thefast
two families out.

“There were two famlies there
Every time there was a fire, they
kept on moving between apartments
until the fire department closed
them down.” he said.

Moyeno said the first fire two
months ago was accidentally caused
by a woman who was cooking. ‘¢
don't think the others were acciden-
tal.” he added.

His wife, Nellie Moyeno, said she
was suspicious becguse she saw a
man and a woman moving * junk out
of the building” earlier Saturday
afternoon.

1t was not immediately known
who owns 109 Clinton St. The build-
ing yesterday had two *‘For Sale”
signs attached — one from Liptown
Realty and the other from Sevefino
Realty.

The other fire-damaged building.
111 Clinton St.. also had a sign
attached from Gottlieb-De La Torre
Real Estate.

See ARSON, Page 5
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. SALVAGED FURNITURE clutters Clinton Street in Hoboken yesterday after
a fire gutted three buildingg and left 23 residents homeless.
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By BARBARA DEMICK
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The ugly glare of
arson may have made its presence
known here again during the week-
end as a general-alarm fire swept
through three buildings, leaving
nine firefighters injured and 23 resi-
dents homeless, fire officials said

The fire broke out Saturday night
at 10:30 in a vacant building at 109
Clinton St. and rapidly spread to two
adjacent occupied buildings, ac-
cording to fire officials.

Neighborhood residents said the
fire was the fourth at the same
address, a four-story frame build-
ing, within the past two months.

The fire department quickly
called a general alarm on the fire
Ten off-duty firefighters, two Jer-
sey City fire companies and one
Union City fire company were
called in for assistance,

Deputy Fire Chief Raymond
Sheehan yesterday said the fire took
ahout two hours to bring under
control, but that firefighters did not
leave the scene until 1:30 yesterday
afternoon.

Becase of the speed with which
the fire spread, fire investigators
believe some type of flammable
liquid may have been used as an
accelerant

Since the fire started in the va-
cant building, all the residents in the
adjoining buildings' apartments —a
total of six families — were able to
escape unassisted

Outside the burned-out buildings,
residents expressed their anger —
not with shock, but with the more

frightening resignation of people
who are too familiar with this kid
of event

Angel Moyeno, whose said his
mother owns 107 Clinton St., one of
the fire-damaged buildings, was sit-
ting across the street with a few of
her belongings waiting for relatives
to transport them

““We don't know what is going on
here, but it is definately someﬁung
fishy.” he said

Moyeno said 109 Clinton St..
where the fire started, had been
occupied until three weeks ago.
when a mattress fire forced the- lasl
two families out

“There were two famlies there.
Every time there was a fire, they
kept on moving between apartments
until the fire department eclosed
them down," he said.

Moyeno said the first fire two
months ago was accidentally cuused
by a woman who was cooking
don't think the others were acciden-
tal,” he added

His wife, Nellie Moyeno, said she
was suspicious becuse
man and a woman moving *‘junk out
of the building” earlier Saturday
afternoon.

It was not immediately known
who owns 109 Clinton St. The build-
ing yesterday had two *‘For Sale!
signs attached — one from Uptown
Realty and the other from Sevefino
Realty

The other fire-damaged building.
111 Clinton St. also had a sign
attached from Gottlieb-De La Torre
Real Estate.

See ARSON, Page 5



buildings were totally cleared of
tenants. According to Sister Norberta
Hunnewinkel, a Franciscan sister who
has spearheaded the anti-arson and dis-
placement actions, the group is frustrat-
ingly short of having built a closed case.
Their sleuthing has revealed a handful
of names which reappear, apparently
interchangeably, as seller, buyer,
developer or lawyer for deals. Many are
present or former business partners,
frequently each other’s managing agent.
The signs of one realty outfit can be
seen on many of these properties and
almost three-quarters of the buildings in
Hoboken slated for condo conversion.

But while law enforcement agencies
appear to be waiting to find a hired
““torch”” with gasoline-soaked rags in
hand, Por La Gente has taken a more
direct path as well.

The group has led the response to the

Mayor and City Council. They have
continued ticall for rental protections, [
strict code enforcement, in-depth arson
investigations, increased police surveil-
lance, mandatory smoke detectors and
delayed insurance pay-offs. The official
city response has been meager. A fire
safety program was introduced into the
schools and some beefed-up building
inspections made. But, as Por La Gente
has found to be the pattern in
Hoboken, no real commitments have
been made to redress grievances and
protect lives and homes.

The Hoboken residents are deter-
‘mined to continue their fight. Already
their actions have cooled the heat. The
weekly winter fire wave slowed, and
then stopped, although it s likely not in
permanent remission. As one resident
observed, ““The fire patternis
connected to the housing market and
sales are slow now. When they pick up
aoain. someone may again strike the

NY
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RADITIONALLY THE FINAN-
cial backbone of moderate income
communities, the savings and loan
industry is in trouble. Buffeted by high
interest rates and banking deregulation,
| literally hundreds of savings and loan
institutions collapsed or were absorbed
through mergers during the past two
years. The implications of this collapse
for potential homebuyers and landlords
are especially severe; the thrift industry
|- is historically the principle mortgage
lenders for their communities, rather
than the more diversified commercial
banks.

Responding to this downward trend,
the housing sub-committee of the Con-
gressional House Banking Committee is
formulating a federal bail-out of the
savings and loan industry. Larger than
either the Chrysler or Lockheed bail-
outs, bill H.R. 5568 would authorize
$7.5 billion of federal capital assistance
for all savings and loans institutions, or
“thrifts,”” with a net worth of less than
2 percent of total assets and certifiable
losses for two consecutive guarters.

‘While the bill proposes that institu-
tions receiving capital assistance must
use 50 percent of their net new deposits
to make mortgage loans at rates 1 per-
cent below the Federal Reserve rate, a
coalition of labor, consumer and hous-
ing groups advocate for more stringent
conditions. The coalition is proposing
that 30 percent of each institution’s
mortgages must consist of carefully
regulated adjustable rate or fixed-rate
mortgages.

“This will be the largest bail-out of
private industry in the history of the
country,” commented Alan Fishbein of
the Center for Community Change and
a member of the coalition. ‘“The one-
percent loans are a fig-leaf that means
nothing in the real market.” As defined
in the bill, few, if any, savings and loan
institutions will realize a net increase in
savings accounts for several years.
However, the bill’s sponsor, Congress-
man Fernand St. Germain, Democrat
of Rhode Island, opposes too stringent
conditions. Says Fishbein, ‘‘St.
Germain fears that too many restric-
tions on the savings and loans institu-
tions will indirectly play into the hands

Readying the Savings
Bailou‘ By MICHAEL POWELL

of the deregulators on the Senate side
who wish to lift all restrictions on in-
vestment. However, we believe that
some changes are and must

‘would only exacerbate an already dan-
gerous trend. While low and moderate
income communmes have historically
i ip with

be instituted.”

One reason for this insistence is the
permanent nature of the prooosed bail-
out. The bill would establish a standing
fund to aid financially-ailing savings .
and loan institutions; it does not con-
tain a termination date, known as a
“sunset provision.” The thrifts would
be aided through capital guarantees
insuring all transactions, rather than by
‘more costly direct-cash infusions. The
coalition takes the position that unless
savings and loan institutions are forced
to offer a sizeable percentage of loans
pegged to socially stable indicators such
as two-thirds the average wage rate,
these instituti will i

the thrifts, lhelr mongage activity is a
key indication of neighborhood stabil-
ity. Indeed, the last ten-to-fifteen years
have witnessed an increasing take-over
of the mortgage lending field by
completely unregulated mortgage- |
lending companies leaving homeowners
much more susceptible to fraud. Yet,
ironically, as Fishbein notes, ‘‘The
chairman of the Home Loan Bank
Board said that had adjustable rate
mortgages been around ten years ago,
savings and loans could be showing a
steady profit in the long-term mortgage
field. Our coalition supports this view
and wants to establish parameters for
the adj rate and fixed mortgages

abandon the moderate income mort-
gage market.
A further shift away from home
mortgages by the savings and loans
7

before they hurt, rather than help, the
moderate and low-income home-
owner.” ]
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Hoboken's long-abandoned ferry terminal, where the east coast’s largest film studio is. to be built.

OBOKEN IS A STONE'S

throw from Lower Manhattan and
acheap, fast train ride from Midtown.
That city’s uncontested, four-term
Mayor has openly declared his intention
to make the city safe for real estate
development—in his own words, the
only growth industry that has a fighting
chance in a town that has watched its
factory jobs disappear south. If New
York City aims to become the inter-
national corporate capital, then
Hoboken yearns to be its senior
dormitory. The old row houses and
brownstones provide the raw materials
for this future, and the low income,
primarily Hispanic residents, the grist
for the gentrification mill that empties
worn-out, multi-family buildings and
turns them into duplex and floor-

CITY LIMITS/May 1982

through condominiums.

The PATH train’s first stop in New
Jersey is downtown Hoboken,
alongside the Old Lackawanna
Terminal that once housed ferries
running to New York. A conversion of
this classic structure, assisted by federal
grants, will house the biggest filmmak-
ing studio on the East Coast. Ata
crowded public hearing before the City
Council last Fall, the sponsoring entre-
preneurs unabashedly announced that
part of the price of their seduction was
the guarantee of ““better restaurants and
apartments’’. Within days a fire broke
out in the nearby American Hotel, an
old, half-sagging building now propped
up by scaffolding and awaiting renova-
tion. Once a rooming house for
merchant seamen, the American Hotel

8
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was most recently a single-room-occu-
pancy (SRO) home for transients who
could sign month-to-month leases and a
temporary place for families relocated
from burned-out or unsafe buildings in
other parts of town. The fire—officially
termed arson by the city—turned a fully
occupied building into an empty shell,
leaving two dead, 16 injured and all 67
tenants homeless. Interior demolition
was started immediately; a new sign
now proclaims its condominium future.
Washington Street is the main
commercial strip in Hoboken, running
from one end of town to the other. This
thriving artery is a solid row of occupied
goods and services stores with residen-
tial units above. While some of the pubs
and fast food places are being converted
to cafes and gourmet restaurants, it is




e

hardly the type of area one would
‘expect to see charred roofs or burned-
out shells.

1200 Washington Street is a big red
brick building at the corner of 11th
Street. In late October, a multiple alarm
fire there killed, 11 people and displaced
the remaining nine tenants. Again,
officials labeled the blaze arson. Five
weeks later, the owner sold the building
for $50,000 to real estate developers
who already owned the vacant, soon-to-
be-converted property next door.

Hoboken is a small city of 42,000

people, half of whom are Hispanic and

| one-third of whom are poer. All told,

| there are 1,352 units of public housing
and 1,200 units with federal Section 8
subsidies. Whatever else is available for
low and moderate income people is in
the city’s crumbling buildings where
rents are too high and basic services, too
low. Disinvestment crossed the river
from New York some time ago, narrow-
ing decent and affordable housing

H choices for the city’s poor.

Five years ago, these dismal housing

| conditions gave birth to a grassroots
organization called Por La Gente.
Originally formed to protect tenants
against displacement from buildings
which, ironically, were being gutted for
Section 8 development, Por La Gente
received its first battle scars waging a
losing campaign for the right of former
tenants to return. Now, a new real

i estate dynamic is unfolding. This one,
t00, forces tenants out, and the struggle
to return is foreclosed by a book of
matches and a subsequent renovation

| process that results in expensive condo-

| miniums few can afford.

|

| W HILE HOBOKEN SHUD-

| deredinhorrorat the Washington
Street and American Hotel fires, a small
group of residents armed with pencils
and pads sought to follow their hunches
and ferret out the firebugs. Working
along with Por La Gente, they re-
searched the ownership and sales trans-
actions of properties experiencing sus-

| picious fires. They quickly discovered

| that the burned buildings already had

 telltale signs of arson risk, having been

{

milked by successive owners who racked
up long lists of code violations, tax
arrears, smaller fires, and one too many
title transfers in a short period of time.

Moreover, the research showed that
an unusual number of buildings with

In the American Hotel deal, a sales
contract with a $625,000 price tag was
signed in early October, 1981, with an
agreement *“to deliver the entire build-
ing in a vacant condition at the Feb-
ruary 1, 1982 closing.” The newly

suspicious fies were all slated for eondo §, drafted mortgage indicated condomin-

conversion. Some had legal sales agree-
‘ments requiring buildings to be
delivered empty; one gave $1,000
‘bonuses for vacant units and reimburse-
ments for the lost rents.

9

ium conversion; the general alarm fire

‘broke out on November 21, 1981.

The research group documented at
least five other cases similar to the
American Hotel; in all but one the

CITY LIMITS/May 1982




nildings were totally cleared of
nants. According to Sister Norberta.
|unnewinkel, a Franciscan sister who
s spearheaded the anti-arson and dis-
lacement actions, the group is frustrat-
hgly short of haying built a closed case.
Lheir sleuthing has revealed a handful

f names which reappear, apparently
terchangeably, as seller, buyer,

leveloper or lawyer for deals. Many are

resent or former business partners,

requently each other’s managing agent.
The signs of one realty outfit can be

een on many of these properties and
lalmost three-quarters of the buildings in
Hoboken slated for condo conversion.

‘ But while law enforcement agencies
appear to be waiting to find a hired
“‘torch”’ with gasoline-soaked rags in
hand, Por La Gente has taken a more
direct path as well.

The group has led the response to the
fires with street demonstrations and a
series of demands addressed to the

Sister Norberta Hunnewinkel
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Mayor and City Council. They have
continued to call for rental protections,
strict.code enforcement, in-depth arson
investigations, increased police surveil-
lance, mandatory smoke detectors and
delayed insurance pay-offs. The official
city response has been meager. A fire
safety program was introduced into the
schools and some beefed-up building
inspections made. But, as Por La Gente
has found to be the pattern in
Hoboken, no real commitments have
been made to redress grievances and
“protect lives and homes.

The Hoboken residents are deter-
mined to continue their fight. Already
their actions have cooled the heat. The
weekly winter fire wave slowed, and
then stopped, although it is likely not in
permanent remission. As one resident
observed, ““The fire pattern is
connected to the housing market and
sales are slow now. When they pick up
again, someone may again strike the
match.” ]

Harriet Cohen is director of the NY
Neighborhood Anti-Arson Center.
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I saw '@ woman on the
second floor holding a
baby in her arms. She let

go and | grabbed it’

By CHUCK SUTTON
Staff Writer

pillows desperate
he sidewalk and
save their lives.

1t's hard to remember how it happened, it happened so fast, "
Mancuso said. I saw a woman on the second floor holding a baby
inher arms, She let go and I grabbed it, "

Moments later, he said, a second child dropped from the third
Htioor. The boy bounced on the awning above the door., and then was
caught by a bystander.

Mancuso said Patrolmen Ernest Mack and Robert Burns also
worked with several unidentified bystanders to catch the children
as they fell from windows.

“It was like nothing I'd ever experienced in my life,” he said.
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I saw ‘@ woman on the
second floor holding a

baby in her arms. She let
go and | grabbed it’

By CHUCK SUTTON
Stalf Writer

HOBOKEN—Patrolman James Mancuso stood across from the i
smoldering building at 15 14th St., where hours earlier childrenhad
fallen like rain to escape the early morning fire. At his feet onthe
sidewalk lay broken glass, ashes and two pillows — pillows desperate
parents had used to cushion their children’s fall to the sidewalk and
save their lives.

“It's hard to remember how it happened, it happened so fast, "
Mancuso said. “I saw a woman on the second floor holding a baby
inher arms, She let go and I grabbed it."*

Photo by Ted Boswell
{ THE BURNED-OUT PINTER HOTEL, where a fire
Moments later, he said, a second child dropped from the third killed a dozen. residents yesterday.

tioor. The boy bounced on the awning above the door, and then was
caught by a bystander.

Mancuso said Patrolmen Ernest Mack and Robert Burns also Photo by Bill Bayer

worked with several unidentified bystanders to cateh the children TWO HOBOKEN FIREFIGHTERS,
as they fell from windows, one crying perhaps, or exhausted, or
“It was like nothing I'd ever experienced in my life," he said. th.
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By DIANE CURCIO
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—One day before 12 people died
during the 14th Street rooming house fire, the
owner was fined $1,000 for not installing
electrical smoke detectors in the building’s
hallways, a state official said yesterday.

The acting director of the state Division of
Housing, William Connolly, said yesterday
that in October, city inspectors found that the
owner, Andrew Pinter of Jersey City, had
violated state housing codes for multiple-
family dwellings

Connolly'said that in February the building
was reinspected and the violation had not been
corrected. On Thursday, a notice was mailed
from the housing division’s Trenton office to
JPinter, fining him $1,000, he said.

Under state housing codes, multiple-family
units such as the five-story, brick structure at
151 14th St. that was destroyed yesterday by
fire, must have electrically connected smoke
alarms in its hallways. Battery-operated
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. _land “‘the proof is in the two

A SNAPSHOT of three fire vie-
tims. Luis Xavier Colon, 4, center,
died; his siblings Willie, 2, and
Carmen, survived.

_ ps not trust the battery devices

’s can be consumed with fire
i will not sound until someone
i{to let the smoke enter the

fectors are considered better
tter where the fire is dis-
rm will sound throughout the
occa said.

{n the streets outside the up-

g ny tenants said they did not
8.

armen Tirado, said the alarm
Jin the hallways but not inside
er, who said she is one of the
-oming house, said the struc-
2 for sale for about three years.
comment further on the build-
0 houses a restaurant on the
nd 13 dwelling units.

er is listed on city tax rolls as
the building. He could not be
ymment yesterday.
w that Pinter has owned the
ast since 1965. The structure’s
is $30,000. The 1982 tax bill for
§4,141.20. Pinter's tax payments
, according to a city tax office

mandating electrical systems
Wt into effect on Jan. 1. New
=2 full compliance with the law

head of the

“lying to smoke detector laws.
400 smoke detectors have been
y where 2,000 are required.




Saturday, May 1, 1982

The hotel

Owner was
fined $1,000
for not
installing
electrical

smoke
e

By DIANE CURCIO
Staff Writer  *

HOBOKEN—One day before 12 people died
during the 14th Street rooming house fire, the
owner was fined $1,000 for not installing
electrical smoke detectors in the building’s
hallways, a state official sald yesterday.

The acting director of the state Division of
Housing, William Connolly, said yesterday
that in October, city inspectors found that the
owner, Andrew Pinter of Jersey City, had
violated state housing: codes for multiple-
family dwellings.
Cornolly said that in February the building
was reinspected and the violation had not been
corrected. On Thursday, a notice was mailed
from the housing division’s Trenton office to
Pinter, fining him $1,000, he said.
Under state housing codes, multiple-family
units such as the five-story, brick structure at
151 14th St. that was destroyed yesterday by
fire, must have electrically connected smoke
. Battery-operated
e s

ia

HELL ON 14th ST.

Marzocca Sald SOKE fevecuurs saveu ives
t a fire two weeks ago at 109 Clinton St. and
nother fire on 12th Street four months ago.
» \ithough there is no way to tell if smoke
jetectors at the Pinter rooming house would
ave saved the tenants, Marzocca said, the
evices work, and “the proof is in the two

er cases. i
He said he does not trust the battery devices
ecause hallways can be consumed with fire
1nd the detector will not sound until someone
pens a door to let the smoke enter the
partment.

Electrical detectors are considered better
ecause no matter where the fire is dis-
overed, an alarm will sound throughout the
tructure, Marzocca said.

Interviewed on the streets outside the up-
own blaze, many tenants said they did not
| ear any alarms.
One tenant, Carmen Tirado, said the alarm
btl-0uld be heard in the hallways but not inside
he apartments,
Barbara Pinter, who said she is one of the
owners of the rooming house, said the struc-
ture has been up for sale for about three years.
She declined to comment further on the build-
ing, which also houses a restaurant on the
ground floor and 13 dwelling units.

Andrew Pinter s listed on city tax rolls as
the owner. of the building. He could not be
reached for comment yesterday.

Records show that Pinter has owned the
building_at least since 1965. The structure’s
assessed valtie is $30,000. The 1982 tax bill for
the building is §4,141.20. Pinter's tax payments
are up to date, according to a city tax office
2lerk.
. The state law mandating electrical systems

in hallways went into effect on Jan. 1. New
T Jersey is seeking full compliance with the law
 within five years.

Marzocca said Hoboken is “ahead of the
state” in complying to smoke detector laws.
1 He said that 1,400 smoke detectors have been
fisstalled in the city where 2,000 are required.

A SNAPSHOT of three fire vie-
tims. Luis Xavier Colon, 4, center,
died; his siblings Willie, 2, and
Carmen, survived.
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By DIANE CURCIO
Staff Writer  *

KEN—One day before 12 people died
during the 14th Street rooming house fire, the
owner was fined $1,000 for not installing
electrical smoke detectors in the building’
hallways, a state official said yesterday.

The acting director of the state Division of
Housing, William Connolly, said yesterday
that in October, city inspectors found that the
owner, Andrew Pinter of Jersey City, had
violated state housing codes for multiple-
family dwellings.

Connolly said that in February the building
was reinspected and the violation had not
corrected. On Thursday, a notice was mailed
from the housing division’s Trenton office to
Pinter, fining him $1,000, he said.

Under state housing codes, multiple-family
units such as the five-story, brick structure at
151 14th St. that was destroyed yesterday by
fire, must have electrically connected smoke
alarms in its hallways. Battery-operated
smoke alarms are required fn each apartment:

Pinter had battery-charged devices in the
rooms and the hallways, Connolly said.

The building’s superintendent, Miguel Zac-
* cheus, said yesterday that the landlord was

about to hire a contractor to install the
electrical system.

But Connolly said: **Battery-operated smoke
See HOTEL, Page 13
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Continued from Page 1
detectors in the common areas had nothing to
do with the number of dead in that fire.” The
only way that many people could have died
was arson. ... Smoke tercon-
nected or not ... it makes no dxfl rence when
people decide to Kill each other.”

Connolly's remarks were contradicted by the
city's electrical inspector, Paul Marzocca.

Marzocca said smoke detectors saved lives
at a fire two weeks ago at 109 Clinton St. and
another fire on 12th Street four months ago.
Although there is no way to tell if ke
detectors at the Pinter rooming house would
have saved the tenants, Marzocca said, the
devices work, and “the proof is in the two
other cases.”

He said he does not trust the battery devices
because hallways can be consumed with fire
and the detector will not sound until someone
opens a door to let the smoke enter the
apartment.

Electrical detectors are considered better
because no matter where the fire is dis-
covered, an alarm will sound throughout the
structure, Marzocca said.

Interviewed on the streets outside the up-
towm blaze, many tenants said they did not
hear any alarms.

One tenant, Carmen Tirado, said the alarm
could be heard in the hallways but not inside
the apartments,

Barbara Pinter, who said she is one of the
owners of the rooming house, said the struc-
ture has been up for sale for abaut three years.
She declined to comment further on the build-
ing, which also houses a restaurant on the
ground floor and 13 dwelling units,

Andrew Pinter is listed on city tax rolls as
the owner. of the building. He could not be
reached for comment yesterday.

Records show that Pinter has owned the
building at least since 1965. The structure's
assessed valile is $30,000. The 1962 tax bill for
the building is $4,141.20. Pinter’s tax payments
are up to date, according to a city tax office
clerk.

The state law mandating electrical systems
 in ballways went into effect on Jan.

Jersey is seeking full compliance with the law

within five years.

Marmcea said Hoboken is "ahead of the
state”” in complying to smoke detector Jaws.
He said that 1,400 smoke detectors have been

Ristalled in the city where 2,000 are required.
- _

A SNAPSHOT of three fire vie-
tims. Luis Xavier Colon, 4, center,
died; his siblings Willie, 2, and
armen, survived.

UPI Telephoto
The fire terrifies a young child.



0 By JEFF WEINGRAD
and KIERAN CROWLEY

ON A crowded block
arson plagued Hobolken, dur-
ing a fiery nightmare that
took 12 lives, the neighbors
all seemed to have the same
lament.

“I knew everybody,” sai
Madelina Rosa between
s “The living and the

. everybody.”
any, the death toll

— becaus
of them did know everybody
allof the vietims,

tero, her
dark eyes glistening with
iears  that _wouldnt roll

By DOUG FEIDEN
Hoboken _police
mod-

fiery holocaust
that took the lives of 12
women and children
yesterday.
As crackling flames
from the racing fire
swirled around them,
the cops stood their
ground on the sidewalk
and caught infants and
rled out win
r desperate

bravest men T've ever

seen in action,” said Ho:
en ice Lt

Thomas Donnelly.

“They answered the
call of duty and then
they went way beyond
b

it!

The veteran officers
— joined by a taxi
driver and
neighbor
busy catching childre
and saving lives the
didn't even realize th
themselves were
ned and suffering from
smoke inhalation, Don-
nelly said.

Together they saved

lives as fire

Ayl ot least six lives
i cais - LigntersbAtied ihe SL
: et S

Firemen who fought suspicious blaze for hours lower the bedy of @ Paged through a Hobo:

victim who was trapped on a flaming upper floor. ken waterfront hotel in
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DONALD BRUNESKY is taken by Hoboken ambulance squad volunteers
and medical personnel from St. Mary Hospital to a state police helicopter,
in' which he was flown to the burn unit of New York Hospital.
e TR —
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] Evacuation and care of

tivictims was coordinated by
the founder of the
Orange-based National

By DIANE CURCIO
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Three intravenaus bottles and a unit of blood were being
pumped into 30-year-old Donald Brunesky as a state police helicopter
spedhim across the Hudson River in three minutes for special treatment
at New York Hospital’s burn center.

ving breathed the intensely heated air inside the Pinter Hotel
at 161 lath St,, Brunesky suffered burns to the inside of his lungs, His
lungs swelled from the intense burns, and a tracheotomy was performed
at the scene to save him from choking to death,

Brunesky is listed in critical condition, a spokeswoman for the
Manhattan hospital said yesterday.

The helicopter transported Brunesky from Kemnedy Stadium here
fo the East 67th Street heliport, one block from the hospital, which
Is on 68th Street. Dr. Jaime Lara of St. Mary Hospital here accompanied
the severely burned man.

Brunesky saved himself from the flames by jumping from an upper-
floor of the building, suffered multiple: fractiires to his legs in the

Yesterday's three-alarm inferno killed 12 persons and injured six
others, three of them, including Brunesky, required Specialized burn
care. One of injured was a city firefighter, who suffered smoke
inhalation. Two other persons were treated at St. Mary Hospital here.

Ambulances rushed 20-year-old Maria Colon to Hackensack Hospital,
and Elizabeth Garcia to St. Barnabas Hospital in Livingston. Both
wo":f,fre listed in serious condition. They are severly burned and
suffering from trauma, officials said.

Firefighter Jerry Costante, 30, was being treated in the special care
unit at St. Mary Hospital for smoke inhalation.

Two-year-old Willie Colon was admitted to the pediatric divison of
St. Mary for minor burns. The child was reported in stable condition.

The sixth casualty was Santos Sepulveda, 29, who suffered multiple
fractures when he leaped from the building to save himself. He also
suffered smoke inhalation.

The evacuation and care of Brunesky and the other burn victims
was coordinated by Harry Gaynor, founder of the National Burn Victim
Foundation, which is based in Orange.

Through a network known as the Regional Emergency Communica-
tion System, the foundation provides 24-hour assistance in placing burn
vietims in hospitals equipped to provide specialized care.

The system, however, was not used to assist the first casualties of
the early morning fire, Gaynor said. The doctor at the scene made

squa 4
and medical personnel from St. Mary Hospital to a state police helicopter,
in which he was flown to the burn unit of New York H pital.

[

ar to send victims to Hackensack and St. Barnabas. hospitals.
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Arson is believed the cause
of yesterday's fire in Hoboken in
which 12 persons — all women.
and children — died in a roarin,
inferno that gutted Pinters' Hotel
at 151 14th St. The building’s
owners had been fined just Thurs-
day for failing to install an
‘electronic remote detector
system.
| Another nine persons were
fln]lll'ed three of them seriously,
in the fire that left 40 persons
~homeless from the hotel and
\adjolnmg apartment house at lM
|14th

!t was the fourth suspicious
fatal fire in Hoboken in seven

months — fires that have killed
a total of 27. None of the fires
have been solved.

As word about the latest fire
spread many residents spoke of
the theory that there was a con-
spiracy to burn out poor tenants
s0 buildings could ne converted to
luxury apartment
The hotel has ‘been for sale

leave the hot(
one of her neig
day. Autho
vestigating thi

Donatacci
fling was that
locked autor | 4 1

for twi

someone enter - " . he d|dn t beheve at first what

there were n [§ 3 - these community

entry saying that (hme fires were nll
Flames an arson-for-profit but this is just

trapped 10 of too much of a coincidence,” said

sm%'l)e-r(:or: ) Pierre Manieri, a Hoboken com-
another twt

munity development agency of-
they leaped f s ficial.. “‘This is very scary.”
authorities sa Other residents throughout town
said flames W voiced similiar concern.
the building W ““All indications are this fire
Chief Hol - is arson,” said Hoboken Fire
were hanging 5 . 1 Chief James Houn at the fire
when fireme: - i scene yesterday afternoon. “The
scene after pi |88 5 intensity and extent of the fire

flames coming
and a number
tossed out win|
#f police and

denote something must be amis-
s

Houn also said the location of
the fire — in the second story
hallway instead of in an apart-
ment — and the fact that it
spread throughout the whole
building within a matter of
minutes also indicated arson.

See WHO — Page 4.
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Who torciied hotel, killing 12?

Continued from Page 1

Houn said a five gallon
aluminum can was recovered
from the second floor hall and
said some residents reported the
hotel had smelled of kerosene.

But by late yesterday after-
noon, Detective Commander
Capt. Patrick Donatacci said a
state police labora(ory test
showed no signs of keros

‘It was probably a garbage
can,” said Donatacci.

Donatacci said that police
had no suspects or possible
motives.

Earlier in the day Hoboken
olice, along with investigators
rom the Hudson County
rosecutor’'s Office, were in-

ecause she refused to let him in
for a K.

Ms. Franklin received 12

sutures on her arm in St. Mary
Hospital after the incident.
Mrs. Barbara Pinter, one of
the hotel's owners, also said
there was a “fight” between a
woman, who had been asked to
leave the hotel by Saturday and
one of her neighbors earlier in the
day. Authorities were in-
vestigating that angle too.

Donatacci said what was baf-
fling was that the hotel front door
locked automatically when
someone entered the building, but
there were no signs of forc
entrs

Flames and thick smoke had
trapped 10 of the dead in their
single-room apartments and
another two persons died when
they leaped from upper floors,
authorities said. Fire officials
said flames were roaring out of
the building when they arrived.

Chief Houn said residents
were hanging out the windows
when firemen arrived at the
scene after pedestrians spotted
flames coming out of the building
and a number of children were
tossed out windows into the arms
of police and neighbors.

Police Officer James Man-
cuso, one of the first on the scene,
ran to the front of the buildin
and caught a two-year-old chilg
who was dropped from the second

loor.
“1 didn't know what I did,"”
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Victor, left and Luz Virginia Lopez, right, and their children, from

left, Ray, 12, Eileen, 15, Jacqueline, 13 and Jose 2, who were left

homeless in the Hoboken fire with Onlx‘ the clothes on their backs,
g

enter the Holiday Inn Jersey City, fort

said Mancuso. “I just held out my
arms and caught the baby and
that was it.”

One baby thrown out the win-
dow was caught by a cabbie who
lived across the street and
another was caught by another
neighbor. But authorities said at
least one infant thrown out the
window died.

Manuel Serrano and his wife,
Janet who climbed down a fire
escape clutching their 3-month-
old baby, recalled the screams of
Mrs. Serrano’s relatives trapped
in a room next to their third-floor
apartment.

““They were screaming ‘Help
me, Help me!” she said. Dead
were her mother, brother, step-
father and nephew.

Carman Tirado hugged her 8-
year-old son as she recalled how
narrowly she and her children
had escaped death,

“My 12-year-old daughter
had gotten up to get another
blanket because she was cold,”
said Mrs. Tirado, A few seconds
later she smelled smoke and
woke me up. But we couldn’t
make it out through the front
hallway because the flames were
so intense. We managed to go

down through the back fire es-
cape. If my daughter hadn't
woke ip, we would probably be
all dead."

Electrical Inspecwr Paul
Marcozza said lives ould have
been saved if the hotel, which had
12 apartments, had electronic
smoke detectors in the hallways
as required by a state law, Mar-
cozza said the hotel did have bat-
tery units in the rooms but said
apparenuy some of them did not
20 Off.

William Connolly, acting
director of the state Division of
Housing said the Pinters' had
been fined $1,000 on Thursday for
not installing the electronic
detector system in the hallway.

Connolly disputed Marcoz-
za’s statement that the hallway
detector system would have
saved residents lives.

‘' doubt any ter!mology
could have saved ive

Mrs. Pinter Clalmed she had
been trying to have an electronic
detector System installed for
months but she said electricians
failed to show up for appoint.
ments to give price estimates.

*“There were a lot
who didn’t like us

mporary housing.

She said she did not know what
the charge was. She would not go
into detail on the other charges.

The Pinter Hotel had a for
sale sign from the DeRuggiero
Real Estate Agency in Union
City. Mrs. Pinter, however, said
the sign had been on the hotel for
two years and no one had been in-
terested in meeting her purchase
price of $200,000.

“I and my husband decided
two years ago that we've had
enough of the hotel business,” she
said. “‘But we haven't been able
to sell it."

Mrs. Pinter said the hotel
was insured for $125,000.

Red Cross officials said they
were housing at least 30 displaced
persons in area motels.

ea ile, Al Arezzo,
Hoboken's chief building inspec-
tor, said the roof of the building
had collapsed and the whole
building except for the first floor
must be torn down.

City building officials had
said if the Pinters didn’t hire a
crane operator today they would
hire a contractor to tear it down.

Arezzo said the adjacent
building at 153 14th St. only suf-
fered minor damape and sk~
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FIREFIGHTERS LOWER the body of what appears to
be a child, one of a dozen victims of the blaze early
yesterday in a four-story brick rooming house on 14th

tree!
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Suspicious: fire
kills 12, one a
1-month-old
infant, and
injures six

By ROY KAHN
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Twelve people birned to death
and six were injured yesterday when a
picious” early morning fire consumed a four-
story brick rooming house on 14th Street.

Of the dead, six were children ranging in age
from one month to eight years, two were
teenagers and four were adults. The victims
were from three families.

Firefighters said the blaze, which they sus-
pect was set, was reported at 4:23 a.m. But
by the time the first engines appeared on the

ene, flames were already shooting out of
windows on all three floors.

As of last night the cause was still being
investigated, but fire investigators said it
apparently started in a second- story stairwell,
It appeared to have spread rapidly throughout
the building, trapping the $80-a-week-tenants
in their apartments.

Some tenants died in their rooms. One
woman, Luz Deli ia, was found by
firefighters leaning agai T apartment
window with her newborn baby, Erica Negron,
in her arms.

“‘She looked like a mannequin from a store,’
said Jimmy Patnaude, 17, who lives down the
street. “I thought that was what she was until
the firemen went up arid took her down.'"

Garcia and her family were supposed fo
move into an apartment in New York City
yesterday. Thursday night was to have heen
her last night in the apartment, neighbors said.

There were others trapped in their rooms,
who tried to escape by jumping out of won-

dows.
& Sece FIRE, Page 22
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Onlookers watch anxiously as firefighters remove bodies from the building.

Blaze brings grim toll to 102

By WINNIE BONELLI




watch

By WINNIE BONELLI
¢ Staff Writer

Yesterday's early morning fire tragedy at
Pinter's Hotel brought to 102 the toll of fatalities
from a series of fires that have ravaged Hoboken
and Jersey City since 197

* Jan. 0, 1979 — Fire raged through a 75-
vear-old Hoboken tenement at 131 Clinton St.
leaving in its wake:21 victims, 10 of whom were
children. Tt was labeled by Capt. Ray Falco,
chief arson investigator, as “definitely sus-
picious.” Blame was later attributed to three
youngsters aged 8 and 9 who set fire to & bag
of garbage. They were not prosecuted on the
grounds that, because of their age, they did not
realize the consequence of their actions.

This fire represented the second worst New
Jersey residential fire in modern times. The first
occurred in November 1963, when 2 elderly
persons perished in an Atlantic City hotel blaze
set by a former mental patient,

» Jan. 22, 1979 — Two days later, Jersey City
firemen found themselves battling a blaze at 358
York St that claimed the lives of Marie
Gonzalez, her five children and her common-law
hlisband. - Sixteen-year-old Kevin Madison was
convicted of the crime in March 1981 and
sentenced to 30 years in prison.

y as remove bodies from the building.

Blaze brings grim toll to 102

* March 19, 1979 — A two-alarm- fire de-
stroved a Jersey City tenement, killing six
persons and leaving 26 homeless at 192 Mercer
St. Although the origin was originally termed
“suspicious,” the blaze was later pinpointed to
a carelessly discarded cigarette.

* March 30, 1979 — A cigarette proved the
culprit when five persons, including three chil-

ren, became trapped in a tenement building fire
at 605 Grove St., Jersey City.

* Jan. 2, 1980 — Two drifters met their death
in an abandoned Jersey City tenement at 241
Monmouth St. where they set a fire in attempts
to keep warm.

® Jan. 5. 1980 — Children playing with
matches resulted in the death of a friend and
destroyed three Jersey City tenements. The fire
originated at 29 Clinton Ave.

* Feb. 8, 1980 — Arson was suspected in a
fire that drove a 82.year-old women fo ssey
refuge in a basement closet in her two-story
brick home at 129 Kearney Ave., Jersey City.

* March 2, 1980 — The body of a teenage girl
was discovered in the rubble of a four-alarm fire
that destroved a row of three tenements begin-

ning at 162 Union St., Jersey City, he
fire was not determined.

i
Photo by Ted Boswell

* March 16, 1980 — A 23-year-old man was
found dead on the floor of his apartment when
police responded to a fire alarm at 39 Liberty
Ave., Jersey City. A cigarette stuffed in a couch
was noted as the cause,

* March 16, 1980 — A candles used by a
woman to light her home became a torch that
ignited a row of frame houses and left the
homeowner dead. The affected buildings from
123 to 133 Orient Ave., Jersey City.

* June 11, 1980 — Two men were later
acquitted of charges that they set a fire which
killed a 52-year-old woman and her infant grand-
daughter. The woman died when she plunged
from a fourth-floor window at 516 Bergen Ave.,
Jersey City.

* Sept. 28, 1980 — The investigation focused
on a space heater as the cause of an early
morning blaze that claimed the lives of two
children at the 224 Jefferson St., Hoboken, site
of 'a three-alarm fire.

* Oct. 27. 1980 — “Possible arson” was cited
when another grandmother and two infants were
discovered in the after-effects of a fire at 208
Sixth St., Jersey City.
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« Nov, 19, 1980 — Careless smok-
ing lead to the death of one man in
his basement apartment at 350
Grove St., Jersey City.

« Jan. 10, 1981 — A 44-year-old was
found wrapped in a dirty quilt
besides a homemade stove and
ashes, reputed to be the remnants
of clothing she was wearing at the
time of her death in a warehouse at
417 Whiton St.. Jersey City.

« Jan. 12, 1981 — Four girls and
their mothers were the victims of
a fire which swept through 190 New
York Ave. in Jersey cin_v. lsrm:icall_vv,

oup was only four feet away
:'I:mgrssget_v when they died. The
cause was categorized as ‘“un-
determined.”

« Feb. 7, 1981 — Seven victims,
dncluding a witness in an arson case,
were killed in a suspicious Jersey
City tenement fire at 204 York St.
Believed to have begun in a sofa at

the rear of the first-floor public
hallway, the fire was accelerated by
exploding gas. The building subse-
quently collapsed and the bodies
were recovered from the rubble.
« Feb 18, 1981 — A two-alarm fire
killed an elderly man as it swept

| through two-one family houses at 39

Manhattan Ave. The cause was not
established.

o May 28, 1981 — An ignited
bedroom mattress led to the death
of two teenage sisters plus a neigh-
bor and her four children at 54
Bright St., Jersey City.

« July 2, 1981 — Two Jersey City
residents were eventually arrested
on charges stemming from a fire at
276 Duncan Ave. that claimed the
life of a teenager.

o Oct. 12, 1981 — A fire in a
tenement at 67 Park Ave., Hoboken,
left two young boys dead.

o Oct. 24, 1981 — Tragedy again
struck in Hoboken when 11 persons
perished in a Saturday morning
blaze at 102 12th St. Arson in-
vestigators indicated *‘some kind of
liquid accelerant” had been poured
into the hallway hefore the fire was

t

set.

* Nov. 21, 1981 — The American
Hotel, a five-story building at 78
River St., Hoboken, was the site of
the next fatal fire /0 men per-
sished, 16 were injured, and 60 left
homeless. Although the immediate
cause of the fire was not de-
termined, there were indications it
started in a mattress on the third
floor.




Fires have killed
55 in four ye’:a'rsq'/g

A total of 55 persons have
died in nine major fires in
Hoboken since March 1978.

The grisly streak began on
March 10, 1978, when fire took the
life of Alberto Langini of 560
Marshall Drive. Two others died
in a blaze two months later,

The next major fire occurred
in_the early morning of Jan. 20,
1979, when 21 persons perished in
a blaze that swept through three
tenement buildings at 129, 131 and
133 Clinton St.

After that, the next fatal fires
occurred on Oct. 25, 1979, and
Sept. 28, 1980, when four people
died in two tenement fires.

On Oct. 24, 1981, a fire at 102
12th St. took 11 lives, including
five children.

Wo months later, a
suspicious blaze at the
Americana Hotel on River Street
claimed two lives.

he dead ,gpd

: he
Hoboken police released tl
following tentative 1‘|s«.o(fpersons
ho died in yesterday's fire:
% Anahilda Perez, 48, and her

it gfile
Fires chang

Yesterday at lunchtime
patrons at Hohoken's Madison
Hotel munched away on clams,
oysters, and quiche along with a
glass or two of white wine in the
Victorian ambience of this
restaurant-tavern. It was only a
half block from the fatal fire
scene at Pinter’s Hotel yet it was
literally a world apart.

“‘Slowly but surely, this
whole neighborhood is going to
become Madison Hotels," said
one resident. She pointed to a row
of tenement houses across the
street.

“In five years those tene-
ments wouldn’t be there,” said
the young woman. “‘What will be
there is fancy renovated apart-
ment buildings and fancy stores

injured

They are: Donald Brunesky,|

ng Hoboken

like on Columbus Avenue 1n Nes

York. I predict there are going td
be more fires. How else are thes
landlords going to get the tenants
out?"

“I'm not from
said one middle:
put lemon on his
know what fire you are talking
about. T was just thinking about
moving here because of the
closeness to New York and the
low rents.

Another woman said she
hoped the tenement buildings
would disappear.

I don’t want people to be}

SE e said. “'But J
Wwouldn't mind a nicer element of
people here, if you know what

ean. "'

Hoboken,”
iged man as he
o don't

Cornell
39, who was taken to the 1
Medical Center in New York;
Elizabeth Garcia, 15, who was

Four

¥
die in fire

transported to St T
al in Livingston;
}:ﬁfaﬂ&mn, 20, wl\o‘ \:las taken

nsack Hospital.
i Hf!\cvl;e others injured in_the
blaze are I)ex{xg treated at]
2 S
S P i Sepulveda, e near Garfield Avenue, a source in the fire
o ndition in| division said. He said the children were alone
29, who is in guarded co
[ ve ¢ ter suf-| in the apartment.
the intensive care unit af
fering from smoke inhalation and  The blaze started around 9 p.m., Lt. David
multiple fractures; and Willy Cutburth of the fire division said. He <aiq tho
Colon, 2, who is in stable condiydivision received the alarm at 8:15 snd (oo fc
tion in the pediatrics ward after was under control at 9:22,
suffering minor burns. | The dead were taken to the
Two Hoboken frefighters art Medical Conor My puass o el CIY
being treated at St. ar& f smoke inhalation." . Jors ¢ hey did
Hospital: Gerald Costante, 30 spokesman fo thiehospital *No one wae sjored.
who is in statle condition, an either firefighters or residents of the building.
Salvatore Dorso, 39, also in Stabl All'we have are four doss el e
conditipn. Both firemen suffere e T i
smoke' inhalation.In additio report on his tadio gt b, S H rard the
authorities said four residents {attention, because s Bome. 1 didn' pay uch
the hotel were treated for min¢ gy o Sl i one alarm, and
smoke injuries. bulances. "

jaughter, Olga Garcia, 22, and
lLuzg Delia Garcia, 17. Two
children of Luz Delia Garcia
Jorge Negron, 1, and‘Ervlcda
Negron, three weeks — also died,
as did Katelin Torres, four
months, daughter of Olga Garcia.
The other fire victims were
/?mn Serrano, 32, his son, Charles

JERSEY CITY—Four
a one-alarm fire in a
night, the fire division reported
The children were all on the second floor of
two-story frame tenement on Pearsall Ave-

children were killed in
Jersey City tenement last

the

errano, 3, Francisca Vasque:
3 Ismael Vasquez, 15, Xavier
Colon, 4, and Angel Luis Perez, 8.

spokeswoman for St. Mary
Ho<[?naq said that five of the ﬁ;e
victims were taken to d[ e
hospital and pronounced d_ea t\zr;
arrival, while the others wei
pronounced dead at the scene.

In addition, the St. Mary
Hospital spokeswoman said \fha(
three -persons injured in the fire
were transported by helicopter lo(;
burn centers for treatment
burns and trauma.

Jersey City
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Continued from Page 1 o |

suspected. Once again people are

dead. But the residents of this
Mi}Z Square City have seen it all
bgfiore — bodies being pulled out
of a charred building, mothers
erying, children dying.
They have seen it all before
but they have not gotten used to
it. The reaction of onlookers at
the fire scene yesterday ranged
from shock to sorrow to anger.
Nearby, Rafael Cabrera
looked at the charred remains of
153 14th St., the building next to
the Pinter Hotel, which also suf-
fered extensive damage because
of the fire.
Cabrera and six relatives had
lived in that building since 1976.
They are now homeless. But at
least they are alive.

““That fire was horrible,"” he
said. “When 1 got out of the
building, I heard the screams and
saw the people jumping out of the

since January.

“I can’t believe it,”

face. "I can't believe it.”

See ARSON — Page 4.

%3
Arsop almost a way of life

st/ ¥ 2.

22, and their infant child, Katelin,
) said
Torres, tears streaming down his

Once again, fire had struc_k
Hoboken. Once again arson is

s. It was i le.
Thank God, 'we're alive.”

Cabrera said that he and his
family will stay with relatives in
North Bergen until they can find
a new home. But they will not
return to Hoboken

‘I won't come back here,” he
said. “The rents keep getting
higher. Poor people can’t live
here anymore. And there are the
fires.”

Victor Molina, who has lived
in Hoboken for 20 years, looked at
the still-smoking ruins of the
hotel and shook his head.

‘*Somebody has to do
something,”" he said. *‘This can't
£0 on. People keep dying — [
women and children. It's sick."

Others in the crowd of]
onlookers nodded in agreement
Some called for a federal in
vestigation. Others feared tha,
their homes would be the next t|

Rash of

fires drai

Over the past Several d; i
;Zs: glla-!ersgyfity R Hobo?;sr; ::izn running constantly,” he

imed the 5 A i

Dt lives of 16 peo- Accordin,

c 8 to Lecowitch, i
cost his agency $30,000 to providet
housing and emergency  shelter
for the 100 families, which
numbered 31] children and
adults, over’ the past two weeks.
Most of the homelesss were

put up in temporary shelter in
local motels in Hudson County
In addition to the financial
strain, the seven full-time Red
Cross workers and the 30
_—

said.

Amﬁrican Red Cross.
oseph Lecowitch, director

of teh lnca! Red Cross chapter,
l\;vgl:’ci;( services Jersey City and
oken, said he's i
SR never seen it

“Since last Friday, we've
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ed long:hours —
at one time — jp

Although the Red i
member of i

it receives
agency,
k_eep the
tion are throuy,
tions, he said.
Since April 17,

pta t;[), he Red Cross
107-09-11 Clinton St.

the United Way, and
funding from that
most of the finances to
local chapter in opera-

gh voluntary dona-

multiple alarms at
and 151-53

N Red Cross

volunteers worki
as many as 12
prpdwdmg assistance, the director

14th Sht both in Hoboken,

e Jersey City fires wi e
53-55-57-63 Grant Ave., 2700 'I.(e?lf
nedy Blvd., 101 Warner Ave., 409-
11 Central Ave., 49A-51-53-531/,.55-
57 South St., 302-04 Johnson AVe,

72 Pearsall Ave., 1207-11 Summi
Ave. and 322 First St. s

Twelve
at the 151 14
fou
Pearsall
Which oci

persons were killed
th St. fire in Hoboken
T were dead at the 73
Ave. fire in Jersey City,
curred Jast Friday.

®
3



I
£

I;iﬁoboken
arson almost
a way of life

By Thomas Rojas

Raymond Torres arrived
home yesterday to find his
building a smoking ruins and to
witness firemen pulling out his
wife, their four-month-old baby
still clutched in her arms. Both
were dead.

While the fire raged early
yesterday morning at 151 14th St.,
the Pinter Hotel, in Hobok_en,
Torres was working in Union
City. A friend called him and told
him to come home right away.
Torres, 29, had been living in the
hotel with his wife, Olga Garc;a,
22, and their infant child, Katelin,
since January. ¢

“I can’t believe it,” said

i Torres, tears streaming down his
face. “I can’t believe it.”

Once again, fire had struck
Hoboken, Once again arson is

See ARSON — Page 4.
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14th St., both in Hoboken.

The Jersey City fires wre at
53-55-57-63 Grant Ave., 2700 Ken-
nedy Blvd., 101 Warner Ave., 409-
11 Central Ave., 49A-51-53-531/,-55-
57 South St., 302-04 Johnson AVe,
72 Pearsall Ave., 1207-11 Summit
Ave. and 322 First St,

Twelve persons were Killed
at the 151 14th St. fire in Hoboken
and four were dead at the 72
Pearsall Ave. fire in Jersey City,
which occurred Jast Friday.
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Donataccl
available” police detective 1S
working on the case — interview-
survivors of the tragedy,
joning witnesses, an
&following every lead.”
Meanwhile,
| crews yeaterday continued to
the burned-out building,

ing

uest

level

L

there
developments:

VELOUR

Ve —————
DISH TowEL‘ss‘ 25
—

Activists charge arson plot

the discovery that alarms had not
been installed in the hotel’s
hallways.

Several Hoboken firefighters
charge that manpower shortages
left them short-handed to handle
the blaze.

Regarding the safety net con-
troversy, Fire Chief James Houn
said that fire departments 10O

said that “every

as demolition

were also these

Garcia said that community

net was not used by firefighters o
By, catch tenants who leaped out of
VIN S8 burning building early Friday

Al\groups ‘want to know why a safety
L]

demand fire protectioﬁ S

esidents

B
Yy Thomas Rojas T £ ¢/
]

The Hob
oken
:"I"fﬂgor Ste Housing Coalition is caj)
Sive progral 0 establ ; ing on
arson o fo prevent dead| ish a comprehen-
"vestigations, y fires and improve
Coalinios Meeting’ with Cappiel
which reprpsen(f; o,
Sents a nu

the Housing
S — called for a

mber of co
“ne m-
new. coordinated
stration' to sto
he o firgs il R
e meetin
5 g we

eopl he “‘Por La Gentar

tee, and Hy, e Hoboken En

Homeowners Hothem of the

71 arSULE 1y Sotie
® The creation of a Fire Vic-
tim Trauma Treatment Center at

Citizens' groups are also call-
once again
moke detector law,

Ldemand fire protectio

missione: s «
I'neodore

“you need
at least 10 firemen to hold the 418
net.” pue

But Garcia insists that safety 2IN
nets are necessary, and said that !
a collection would be taken up to er
purchase the nets for the fire
department if the city refuses to
supply them 7

“They should use any method
to save lives,” he said, pointing
out that two persons. died during
the fire after leaping out of win-
dows

In regard to the demand for 8
municipal smoke detector law,
Mayor Steve Cappiello said that
the city cannot pass 2 local
e ke alarm ordinance as 1ong
as there is & possibility of the city

for a municipal
following

ed to ex
_express the
t Friday's fire.at Pintors

® The estabiis

would include T
lealth and welfare d o)
ire d?[)ill’”ﬂﬂnl\ = i

task force -
—w
mrmf'(‘)’:f'g!gmlnspecxors,hxlﬁg
detection 0 handie fim o) L€ police and
® A citywid ire prevention and
prevent firee, hoy oo Lcato

N program
out of a burning buil on how to

report a

iR eingL fire, and how to get
Eailas ee RESIDENTS —

111a’s resignativi Page 10.

Mary- Hospital
Additional information
from the Red Cross on the ser-
vices that the agency provides for
fire victims. The coalition also
ks that tho Rod o

from the parking authori
from authority and
appoint somepne to fill hi 3
pired term e
They are also ex

pected to
okay the re-advertisement
for the demolition |0'bld%




but communi
By Thomas Rojas J/-J/' 1)/;/

+* Hoboken police see no connection between

lives of 12 women and children — and the previous said.
suspicious blazes that have struck the city since “‘There is no indication that the fire was suspicious fires.
October. related to the previous fires,” said Hoboken

scheduled a demonstration for May 15, to protest
what they claim to be a conspiracy to drive the

Related stories on Page 2.
poor out of the ci S TR I L S

crease property values.

son murder of four children in last Friday night's closing the door on anything

0 the Pinter Hotel fire.
blaze in their Pearsall Avenue home in the city's

Hudson County Prosecitor Harold Ruvoldt,

juvenile court.

house where the fire killed four children living on The fire brought to 27 number of persons years.
the upper floor, surrendered to North Bergen  who have died in suspicious fires in Hoboken in the
police Sunday while carrying a copy of Saturday's city residents have

last seven months. A total of §
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The Hoboken Ho,
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- Cops see no link between hotel fire and other blazes,
activists say it's a plot by landlords

f@ Jersey Journal containing an account of the fatal died in nine major fires sipce 1978.
fire. i

s Juan Garcia, director of CUNA (Citizens
- His stepmother, with whom he lives in the United for New Action), said that protesters will
Friday's fire at the Pinter Hotel — which took the  Jersey City Heights, accompanied him, police  meet at 151 l4th St. — the site of the blage

May 15 and march to the locations of the previous

) k Garcia and other community leaders- claim
Meanwhile, community leaders have Police Capt. Patrick Donatacci, who is heading that the string of arson fires is a

landlords to drive the poor o

u ; _ However, Donatacci said that there is little
And in Jersey City, a youth charged in the ar- the investigation into the blaze. “But we're not likelihood that arson-for-profit was the motive for

““That hotel was a big money-maker,” he ex-
Greenville section is in the Hudson County Youth who is working with Hoboken police in their in- plained, ‘adding that the building’s landlords
House, pending a further appearance tomorrow in vestigation, has classified &8s arson the general- collected more than $3,000 in rents every month.

alarm blaze that also injured nine persons and left *‘As for the ‘For Sale’ sign that was hanging on the
le youth, whose father owns the two-family 40 others homeless. buildix}g, that had been there for the last two

See ACTIVISTS — Page 8.

Continued from Page 1

Donataccl said that “every
available” police detective is
‘working on the case — interview-
ing survivors of the tragedy,
questioning witnesses, and
“following every lead."

Meanwhile, as demolition
crews yeaterday continued to
level the burned-out building,
there were also these
developments:
Garcia said that community

he burning building early Friday
orning.

Citizens' groups are also call-
Ing once again for a municipal
moke detector law, following

J—

T Sl
Activists charge arson plot

the discovery that alarms had not
been installed in the hotel's
hallways. i

Several Hoboken firefighters
charge that manpower shortages
left them short-handed to handle
the blaze.

Regarding the safety net con-
troversy, Fire Chief James Houn
said that fire departments no
longer use nets to catch persons
trapped in a building building,
because “they aren’t safe for
people jumping from a great
height,” and because *you need
at least 10 firemen to hold the
net.”

"But Garcia insists that safety
nets are necessary, and said that
a collection would be taken up to
purchase the nets for the fire
department if the city refuses to
supply them.

P hoy should use any method
to save lives,” he said, pointing
out that two persons died during
the fire after leaping out of win-

dows.
In regard to the demand for a
municipal smoke detector law,
Mayor Steve Cappiello said that
the city cannot pass a local
smoke alarm ordinance as long
| s there is a possibility of the city
Ibeing held liable for damages in
the event that smoke detectors
aren't installed. A
Although Superior Court
Judge Thomas O'Brien recently
ruled that Hoboken is not legally
liable for damages suffered in a
tenement fire three years ago,
that decision is being appealed,
according to Cappiello. Pending
| that appeal, the city will not act
{on a local smoke detector law.
| Finally, regarding the claim
{that the fire department was ill-
quipped to handle the blaze
iecause of manpower shortages,
Cappiello said, “‘we're doing the
Jest we can with the people we
lave.”
““I'd like to hire more
remen, but the money just isn’t
\ere,”" he added.
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© An improved fire preven-
tion program in the schools.

® Improved housing_ inspec-
tion by the state and frequent
follow-up inspections of multi-
family buildings with housing
violations.

e An evaluation of fire
fighting equipment to ensure that
all the equipment is operable and
1o determine if additional equip-
ment (such as safety nets or air
bags) is needed.

© The hiring of additional
arson investigators for the fire
department. The coalition also
suggests that the city ask
neighboring municipalities for
help in arson investigations.

The creation of a Fire Vic-
tim Trauma Treatment Center at
St. Mary- Hospital

e Additional information
from the Red Cross on the ser-
vices that the agency provides for
fire victims. The coalition also
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to the one recommended by the
housing coalition.

Mrs. Manogue said that the
group would meet with Cappiello
again “at the end of May" to dis-
cuss the progress of the
proposals.

Rent control
Continued from Page 1

According to officials, thi
come about because somg
wording in the ordinance con|
cerning the landlord's right for
fair and reasonable return on hi
investment is considered “toc
vague.
In other business, the com-|
s are expected to oKay
I'neodore Failla’s resignation
from the parking authority and
appoint someone o fill
pired term
They are also expected to
okay the re-advertisement of bids
for the demolition o heo
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to save lives,” he said, pointing
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municipal smoke detector law,
Mayor Steve Cappiello said that
the city cannot pass a local
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as there is a possibility of the city
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Activists

boken community ac-
nvis?:f who are concerned about
Friday's arson fire at P'xme'r s
Hotel, are calling once again for
a repeal of lhf](il‘]/lys ren
vaca decontrol law.
»acaﬁg activists claim that the
vacancy decontrol law, passed
last summer, gives landlords a
material incentive” for driving
tenants out of a building, lnlr?ugn
“'whatever means possible
“Once the tenants are Du‘a?(;
a building, the rents go up,"" s
{"t:i:‘mas gom, a leader of the New
Jersey All People's Congress.
“The arsons in Hoboken began
ancy decontrol was pas-

4} /
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T0 BE HONORED AS

““MAN OF DECADE’’

More than 300 persons
are expected to attend the
Hoboken Lions  Club
**Charity Ball'" at the Union
Club, Hoboken, on Sunday,
May 16, which will honor

selected
announced by the Lions
Club.

Cappiello
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collapsed during the trans

Mayor Steve Cappiello as
‘Man of the Decade. "’

According to David
Marsh, president of the
Lions  Club, Nicholas
Damiano, past president
and Joseph Karafky, both
local businessmen, will co-
chair the event which is one
of the largest affairs ever
sponsored by the Mile
Square  City civic
organization.

All proceeds from ticket
sales and a special journal
will go toward a variety of
charities  which will be

selected for his leadership
in helping bring about what
is characterized as a
Hoboken Renaissance,

Serving on the citizens
advisory  committee are
Richard T. Bozzone, Sr.,
Councilwoman Helen
Macri,  Public Safety
Director James Giordano,
James Monaco and Angelo
Catalano.

dinner.
Dignitaries from throughout
New Jersey Lions Club’s
will be attendance,

y agains
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splaced by arson,

high rent and poor housing conditions.

fire at 11th and Willow in 1974, and 37

of them were children. In the last four
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HOBOKEN—A community
aroused by the grim toll of recent fires

By CHUCK SUTTON

Staff Writer
15 to protest “the, attitude on the part
The protest is planned by Citizens
mass demonstration following the dead-
ly fires in October. At that time, an

Hhere has scheduled a demonstration May
which was instrumental in organizing a

for these deaths to happen

lings where arson victims
Juan Garcia, CUNA'’s executive direc-

question of
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whether safet

be carried on

impact of the Hohoken fires

yesterday that the arson has
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Hoboken ‘community ac-
tivists, who are concerned about
Friday's arson fire at Pinter's
Hotel, are calling once again for
a repeal of the city’s rent
vacancy decontrol law.

The activists claim that the
vacancy decontrol law, passed
last summer, gives landlords a
“‘material incentive’ for driving
tenants out of a building, through

‘whatever means possible."
*‘Once the tenants are out of
a building, the rents go up,” said
Thomas Soto, a leader of the New
Jersey All People’s Congress.
“The arsons in Hoboken began
when vacancy decontrol was pas-
sed. "

A total of 27 persons have
died in suspicious fires in the city
over the last seven months, in-
cluding 13 persons at Pinter's
Hotel.
But Hoboken police see no
connection between Friday’s
blaze and the previous fires.

In addition, city officials
have said that there is no connec-
tion between vacancy decontrol
and the streak of suspicious fires.

They claim that the decontrol
measure gives landlords the
power to_ raise rents only when a
tenant voluntarily vacates his
apartment, not when a tenant is
forced out

Nevertheless, community

THE JERSEY JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 1982

Activists ask repeal of decontrol

leaders are expected to rénew
their call for a repeal of theicon-

troversial decontrol law at
tonight's City Council meeting, at
7 at City Hall.

Also at the meeting, the
is expected to amend the €ity’s
zoning board of adjustment or-
dinance to provide for alterpate
members (0 the zoning board

The alternate would replace
members of the board who are
unable to attend a particular
meeting, or who must disqualify
themselves from voting on @ par-
ticular issue because of a possible
conflict-of-interest

There are nine members on
the zoning board Six members

23

quorum at a meeting.

In addition, the council is
scheduled to discuss closing a
section of Shore Road (also
known as Frank Sinatra Drive)
during weekends from May to Oc-

tober.

In past years, Shore Road has
always been closed to traffic dur-
ing the summer months to allow
hildren to use the thoroughfare

¢
for bike-riding and other ac-

tivities.
However, the Maxwell House

Coffee Co. recently opened a new
entrance on Shore Road, leading
to speculation that the road may
not be closed this summer.
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Wreckers raze the remains of a hotel at 151 14th St., Hoboken,

where

i Accelerant used in Hoboken fire

seg

By BILL ALPERT
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The fire which killed 12 in a 14th
Street hotel Friday, one of them a month-old infant,
Wwas started by arson, said Hudson County Prosecutor
Harold J. Ruvoldt Jr vesterday.

‘An accelerant was used,” said Ruvoldt of the
blaze which broke out in the four-story Pinter’s Hotel
around 4:23 a.m. ““We have confirmed it to be arson.”

Ruvoldt said analysis of materials from the charred
brick structure indicated that an accelerant — that is,
@ flammable substance such as gasoline — had been
spilled on the stairs leading from the second to the

Prosecutor says ar

third story. He said there was also no indication tha"€D
entry into the building had been forcible
““We are actively continuing the investigation,” hj’;"'
said. "'A number of people are in the field right now. 5
By vesterday afternoon. demolition crews hagy:
nearly leveled the burnt building. Anti-arson activist:
such as Ron Hine of the Hoboken Housing CoalitiorOne
noted that rapid demolition also followed the city® @
other large fires and questioned whether such x-am““f
demolition might hinder later investigation oLk
' They are destroying the evidence," said Hine, wh
is the full-time director of the North Flatbush Arso: the
Research Project in Brooklyn, N.Y. “If they end ue 5
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] By BILL ALPERT
and| Staff Writer

/ HOBOKEN—The fire which killed 12 in a 14th
tru/| Street hotel Friday, one of them a month-old infant,

was started by arson, said Hudson County Prosecutor.
Harold J. Ruvoldt Jr. yesterday.
| “An accelerant was used,” said Ruvoldt of the
blaze which broke out in the four-story Pinter’s Hotel
around 4:23 a.m. “We have confirmed it to be arson.™
cas Ruvoldt said analysis of materials from the charred
brick structure indicated that an accelerant — that is,
a flammable substance such as gasoline — had been
spilled on the stairs leading from the second to the

Prosecutor sa

third story. He said there was also no indication that
entry into the building had been forcible.

*“We are actively continuing the investigation, " he
said. ‘A number of people are in the field right now.”

By yesterday afternoon, demolition crews had
nearly leveled the burnt building. Anti-arson activists.
such as Ron Hine of the Hoboken Housing Coaliti
noted that rapid demolition also followed the city's
other large fires and questioned whether such rapid
demolition might hinder later investigation.

““They are destroying the evidence," said Hine, who
is the full-time director of the North Flatbush Arson
Research Project in Brooklyn, NgY. “If they end up

Photo |
Hoboken, where 12 died in a fire on Friday.

i Accelerant used in Hoboken fire

ys arson took 12 lives

Bayer

"D §/3/f3

arresting someone and have not documented the cause
and origin of the fire. thev could get torn apart in
court.”

Ruvoldt said investigators had received sufficient
materials to complete the investigation. The cranes
were called in quickly. he said, because the tottering
remnants of the building were even a danger fo
investigators

Six engiges and 89 firefighters battled the-blaze for
an hour before they quelled it. Tywenty-four firefighters
were on duty when the alarm sounded, and the ofhers
soon joined them. Police at the scene said that the

first engines to arrive appeared to have only three men
each. k. 2]
Firefighters yesterday said that department re-
ports listed the full complement as having arrived af
the blaze. They said. however, that ‘manpower attrition
did leave them with “‘not really enough' firefighters
1 don't think we can g&t much smaller.” said one
firefighter. The city government is cons lering a
budget that would require layoffs of 100 employees.
many from the fire, police and public works depart-
ments.
A fire department member pointed out that the
See ARSON, Page 5
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Crane demolishes
site of tragic fire
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By DIANE CURCIO
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—A three-alarm - fire
gutted a bamboo products factory
early: Saturday and was still
smoldering vesterday as officials
searched the charred structure to
determine the cause.

Twenty-five firefighters battied
the blaze. which broke out around
4:20 am. Saturday at the Bamboo
& Ratlan Works at 901 Jefferson St
Firefighter Frank Catallano sui-
fered a rib injury in the blaze and
was treated at St. Mary iospital

The fire was first seen on the
upper floor of the three-story brick
structure. officials said. But when
firefighters arrived, the building
was fully engulfed in flames. The
factory was equipped with s
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sprinkler system, but authorities
bhave not vet determined whether,
the system worked

structure
smoldering. Around 12:30 p.m. yes-
terday. a small fire flared amid the
ruins. Fitzsimmons said.

t
alarm came in at 4:30 a.m., follow-
ing by alarms at 4:24 and 4:31

Authorities have not labeled the
fire suspicious, but have launched,
an investigation to determine the
cause and location of its origin
Police Detective Sgt. Jack Hovrel
was at the scene yesterday checking
the sprinkler system
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Angry Hobokenites deman

By WILLIAM BOLE
Special to The Dispatch

ing “a
that it
to ales
HOBOKEN—Rallying at the site of the April Th
30 rooming house fire on 14th Street here, local legislal
residents called upon the city to take specific  buildi
actions aganist what they termed the alarming "burng
rate” of suspicious fires. that haye murdered
56 persons in'the past four years
Some of the 75 demonstrators had lived in the
rooming house before it was guited by the fire
less than two weeks ago, Thirieen people died
in that blaze, The demonstrators carried posters
that read, “'Stop Arson Repeal Vacancy Decon-
and

trol Law, Apprave Smoke Detector Law,
“Emergency Housing for Fire Victims

The rally was sponsored by Citizens United
for New Action. a Hoboken group founded in 1974,
and the Hoboken chapter of the All People’s
Congress. a national group founded last year in
response {0 the Reagan Administration s budget
cuts,

By Thomas Rojas

A coalition of Hoboken
citizens' groups is calling for a
federal investigation of the rash
of arson fires that has claimed
the lives of 28 residents in the last
seven months. X )

The coalitior.t held a press
conference yesterday in front of
the demolished ruins of Pinter's
Hotel at 151 14th St. — where a
general-alarm blaze killed 13
women and children on April 30
— o announce plans for a
“‘March Against Fires" on Satur-
day.

Tom Soto of the New Jersey
All People's Congress, one of the
organizers of the march, said
that protesters will meetg at 102
12th St. — the site of a blaze that
Killed 11 persons last October —
at 1 p.m., and then march to the
sites of other recent arson fires in
order to demand increased fire
protection for Hoboken residents.

At yesterday's press con-

ference, activists made the
following demands:

® A full federal investigation
of the arson fires.

® A repeal of the city's rent
vacancy - decontrol law, which
they claim gives a “‘material in-
centive” for landlords to drive
out tenants ‘‘through whatever
means possible."

© The immediate passage of
a municipal smoke detector law.

® A city-built shelter for fire
victims,

® Stiff prosecution of
landlords who violate rent
registration laws.

® Improved fire-fighting
equipment, including safety nets
and “‘air bags" to catch persons
who leap out of burning buildings.

® Increase nighttime police
patrols of buildings and
neighborhoods likely to be targets
of arson.

“‘The fires have created an
atmosphere of fear in this city,*
said Soto, who claims that the

Yyesterday, but he
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TOM SOTO, head of the local chapter of All People’s
leldl demonstration at siteyf the fatal Pinter’s |

Hotel fire.

By WILLIAM BOLE
Special to The Dispatch

HOBOKEN—Rallying at the site of the April
30 rooming house fire on 14th Street here, local
residents called upon the city fo take specific
actions aganist what they termed the “alarming
rate” of suspicious fires that have “‘murdered
56 persons in the past four years,

Some of the 75 demonstrators had lived in the
rooming house before it was gutted by the fire
less than two weeks ago. Thipteen people died
in that blaze, {The demanstralass carried posters
that read, ‘Stop Arson, Repeal Vacaficy Decon-
trol Law, Apprave Smoke Detector Law."" and
“Emergency Housing for Fire Victims,"

The rally was sponsored by Citizens United
for New Action. a Hoboken group founded in 1974,
and the Hoboken chapter of the All People's
Congress, a national group founded Jast year in
(response to the Reagan Administration's budget
cuts,

The mayor laughs at us when we tell him
we're being murdered by the fires and by the
landlords,"" said Tom Soto, head of the Hohoken
chapter of All People's Congress. The city. hasn't
eten spoken ouf against the fires. They say we're
setting them ourselves, that we're hurning
ourselves,” he said.

Soto charged that the recent fires in Hoboken
laye been set by landlords who want to ‘‘get rid

" low-income tenants and convert the buildings
to high-rent condominiums. He referred to
lese as ‘‘arson-for-profit’ fires.

He said the city can curtail the spread of
lese fires by “‘repealing the vacancy decontrol
W' passed in Hoboken in July. The ordinance
llows landlords to raise rents after the buildings
ave been burned. Through these fires, Soto

alleged, landlords have been able to start con-
struction on condominiums.

“‘While a material incentive remains for the
landlords to make money on fires, the fires will
continue, and more people will die,” Soto said.

Soto cited the recent fires that gutted the

American Hotel on River Street and an apart-

ment building on 12th Street as examples of

instances in which “buildings had already been
sold to be turned into condominiums.”

Mayor Steve Caumello denled the charges,

saying the city has tal lecisive action’’

against the fire problem Tk he 0 1

joined with state housing departments in inspect-

Angry Hobokenites demand action

ing “al of the dwelling units "' in Hoboken, and
that ithas started a 'training program in schools
to alert people to fire hazards.”

‘The mayor added that the city is also studying
legislation that would make it illegal to convert
hulldlngﬁ to condominiums after they have been

“burned down.” The purpose of this law would
be ta discourage landlords from setting fires in
ardett to get rid of low-income tenants and
construct high-rent units

Some residents expressed fear that their
buildings were also in danger of falling to arson

““No one knows who's next, or, whether we'll
be lig mﬁ next week," said Victor Rodriguez, a
member of CUNA.

0" sald the local residents also “want a
strong. local'* ordinance requiring that all apart-
mentybuildings install smoke alarms and detec-

though the state already has such a law,
qu said it has been largely ignored because
city has no ordinance enforcing .the law,”
He 8aid such a law would “‘place the responsi-
bility of enforcement on the city government '
He pointed out that the owner of the Tdth
Street rooming hotise had been fined $1,000 by
the State for mot installing a smoke alarm
Soto continiued, *‘The city must also provide
shelter for displaced victims' of
The demonstrators called upon the state and

federal governments to investigate the 14th
Street fire and other recent fires.
They said they believed the fires and the
displacement of large numbers. of Hispanics in
en have been caused by Hoboken's “gen-
trification,"" in which old and run-down buildings
have been converted into expensjve, middle-class
housing.
The demonstrators said that on Saturday at
1 pm., they will hold a march in profest of what
they see.as the city’s weak response o the fires
e march will start at 12th and Washington
streets
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By Thomas Rojas

A coalition of Hoboken
citizens' groups is calling for a
federal investigation of the rash
of arson fires that has claimed
the lives of 28 residents in the last
seven months. \

The coalitior:t held a press
conference yesterday in front of
the demolished ruins of Pinter’s
Hotel at 151 14th St. — where a
general-alarm blaze killed 13
women and children on April 30
— to announce plans for a
‘‘March Against Fires" on Satur-
day.

Tom Soto of the New Jersey
All People’s Congress, one of the
organizers of the march, said
that protesters will meetg at 102
12th St, — the site of a blaze that
killed 11 persons last October —
at 1 p.m., and then march to the
sites of other regent arson fires in
order to demand increased fire
protection for Hoboken residents.

At yesterday’s press con-

By WILLIAM BOLE
Special 1o The Dispatch

HOBOKEN-Rallying at the site of the April
30 rooming house fire on 14th Street here, local
residents called upon the city to take specific
actions aganist what they termed the “‘alarming
rate” of suspicious fires that have “murdered
5 persons in the past four years,

Some of the 75 demonstrators had Jived in the
rooming lhouse before it was gutted by the fire
less than two weeks ago., Thirtgen people died
in that blaze. The demonstrators carried posters
that read, “Stop Arson, Repeal Vacaficy Decon-
trol Law, Apprqve Smoke Detector Law," and
““Emergency Housing for Fire Vietims."

The rally was sponsored by Citizens United
for New Action, a Hoboken group founded in 1974,
and the Hoboken chapter of the All People's
Congress. a national group founded last year in
response to the Reagan Administration's budget

U.S. probe of fireTsT

ference, activists made the
following demands:

® A full federal investigation
of the arson fires.

® A repeal of the city’s rent
vacancy decontrol law, which
they claim gives a ‘‘material in-
centive” for landlords to drive
out tenants ‘‘through whatever
means possible."

® The immediate passage of
a municipal smoke detector law.

® A city-built shelter for fire
victims.

® Stiff prosecution of
landlords who violate rent
registration laws.

® Improved fire-fighting
equipment, including safety nets
and “‘air bags” to catch persons
‘who leap out of burning buildings.

® Increase nighttime police
patrols of buildings and
neighborhoods likely to be targets
of arson.

‘‘The fires have created an
atmosphere of fear in this city,"
said Soto, who claims that the

& /2//@7,

rash of suspicious fires is part of
a plot by landlords and *‘real es-
tate interest: 0 drive the poor
out of the city and increase
property values.

‘‘The main thing we want is a
repeal of vacancy decontrol,” he
continued. ‘‘Once you remove the
material incentive for arson-for-
profit, the fires will stop."

Yesterday’s rally was at-
tended by several Hoboken resi-
dents — most of them Hispanic —
who held signs that read,
‘‘Hoboken Renaissance Means
Arson™ and '‘Emergency Hous-
ing for Fire Victims."

“I'm afraid that my building
will be the next to catch fire,”
said Zonaida Negron of 163 14th
St., who lost seven relatives and
friends in the Pinter’s Hotel fire.
“If you were Hispanic and poor in
this city, wouldn't you be
afraid?"

Mayor Steve Cappiello could
not be reached for comment
yesterday, but he has said in the

ought

past that there is no link between
rent vacancy decontrol and the
arson fires.

Cappiello has also said that
the city cannot pass a local
smoke detector law because it
might be held liable for damages
if alarms are not installed.

As for shelter for fire vic-
tims, the mayor has said that
there is no city housing available
for a shelter, adding that the Red
Cross has done a good job of hous-
ing fire victims.

Regarding fire-fighting
equipment, the city is reportedly
considering purchasing air bags
in the future.

Among the groups organizing
Saturday's ‘‘March Against
Fires" are the New Jersey All
People’s Congress, a statewide
activist organization; CUNA
(Citizens United for New Action),
a local Hispanic youth counseling
agency, and the Emergency
Coalition to Save Rent Control in
Hoboken.
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Victor Molina of Hoboken examines one of a row of
dilapidated buildings that surround Pinter's Hotel.
It is his contention that if something isn’t done by
the city, these structures will be the next place for
an arson fire.
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dilapidated buildings

the city,
an arson fire.

Victor Molina of Hoboken examines one of a row of
that surround Pinter’s Hotel.
It is his contention that if something isn't done by
these structures will be the next place for

HO'S NEW
IN HOBOKEN

By Hugh Kilmer

By Thomas Rojas

In the aftermath of the recent
arson fire at Pinter's Hotel in
Hoboken — in which 13 women
and children were killed — resi-
dents are wondering “which
building will be next?’’ 1

In the past seven months,
suspicious fires in (Hoboken)
have claimed 28 lives, including
those of 15 children. And the resi-
dents of the Mile-Square City will
tell you that they are afraig.

““The people here can’t sleep
at night because they are afraid
that their building may be next,"”"
says Victor Molina, who has lived
in Hoboken for 20 years. “‘If you
had children, wouldn't you be
afraid?”

Molina, who helped collect
more than $1,300 for families left
homeless by the Pinter’s Hotel
blaze, believes that any one of a
row of dilapidated apartment

uch greater importance.
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buildings next to the burned-out
hotel on l4th Street could be a
likely target for arson.

“All of those buildings are
firetraps,” he says. “They are
filled with dangerous violations,
but the city won't do anything
about them."

Molina yesterday took a
Jersey Journal reporter inside
one building local residents are
particularly concerned about: a
five-story tenement at 161 14th St.

Molina pointed out that there
are no smoke dectators inside the
apartments or in the hallways,
and indicated garbage cans that
are kept inside the building where
they can easily catch fire.

But tenants of the building —
which is owned by the Severino
Real Esate Co. — are especially
disturbed about the basement,
which is filled with wood, mat-
tresses, discarded furniture, even

opene

am deeply

know how
except One r.a'h
ho lived at Pinter's

eople who
':hn kind 6f

A house full of

:
dead birds,

. “If anyone throws a match
into that basement, the whole
building will go up,” said Molina,
Who added that he had notified
Mayor Steve Cappiello of the
violations, but has received no
response.

However, Cappiello said
yesterday that he is aware of the
problems, and has referred the
matter to the city's housing
department.

The mayor added that the te-
nants of the building have been
granted a permit to put a garbage
contianer out on the street in
order to clean the basement out.

He also reiterated that the
city is working with state
authorities in an intensified effort
to inspect all multiple dwelling
units in the city.

Meanwhile, Molina said that

he lis forming an organization of

- THE JERSEY JOURNAL, THURSDAY. MAY 13, 198

Hoboken fears ngrt arson blaze

local Hispanic residents who wili
get together to discuss the arson
problem.

*‘Some of the people are talk-
ing about patrolling the streets at
night to protect against arson,’
he aded.

Molina, like many other local
residents, inists tha tthe rah of
arson fires in Hoboken is a plot by
landlords to drive poor tenants
out of the city so that the vacated
buildings can be converted into
high-rent condominiums.

But Cappiello said that the
city's legal department is study-
ing a proposed ordinance which
would make it illegal to convert
buildings to condominiums after
they have been vacated by fire.

““The law department is con-
cerned about the constitutionality
of such a law,” he said. “‘But
we're tryig to put some kind of
restraints on landlords."
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the Pinter's Hotel blaze.
The protestors are schgduled
fo march Saturday to the sites of
the recent suspicious fires in the
City — which have claimed 28
lives in the past seven months —
eginning at 1 p.m.
o gIn ag related development,
fire officials are investigating the
fire that gutted the Bamboo &
Rarran Works’ factory at 901 Jef-
ferson St. early Saturday morn-
ing.
Fire officials
determined a cause for the blaze,
in which one firefighter suffered
rib injury. No other injuries
re reported.
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Hoboken looks
fo purchase
of ‘air bags’

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-
piello says that the city is con-
sidering purchasing
catch persons who
burning buildings,

Meanwhile, local community
groups have called a press con.
ference for today to discuss plans
for a protest march on Saturday
to demand increased fire protec.
tion.
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out of the building’s windows.
Two persons died after jurnp-

ing out of windows,
ut Fire Chief James Houn
said that the fire department has
safety nets in years
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because they are unsafe. se=385850n g
“The nots avcars reliable S3cLasenss 2
when people jump from a great 259, 0ob0BE g
height,” he explained. “Also, you SopSE_SEas =5
need to have at least 10 men g5 88fFes S
holding the net.'" PE SSE5Sas 3%
BUt Capplello said that the > SESES &
Sity is considering using in. =
flatable “air bags" to cate
persons P in 'ummg
buildings, as”an alternative o

safety nets,

“I've asked Chief Houn f B )
talk to New York fire officialy may be thrown out '7,// ¥
about g

i 're looking purt Judge jdinance appeared uncon.
purchasing ¢ expected to ' Stitutional because it lacked stan-
Bergen rent dards for granting landigray
ince “uncon- hardship rent booste:

he A
into the possibility of
air bags in the future,

Meanwhile, several activist
BIoups — including CUNA Douglen,
(Citizens United for Ne: on the brink on  representing the owners of the
a_Hi iclaration last 400-unit Woodclitf Managemen

o Corp., and Joseph Pojanows

the representing the Samos and Ex. .|

conference ury, ton firms, having a tota] of 130 te- -,
., the site of ‘
the Pinter’s Hotel blaze,

The protestors are scheduled ome five years .,
{0 march Saturday to the sites of onal ordinance,
the recent suspicious fires in the

In a related development,
fire officials are investigating the
fire that gutted the Bamboo &
Rarran Works’ factory at 901 Jef.
ferson St. early Saturday morn.
ing

Fire officials have ot yet
determined a cause for the blaze,

a rib injury. No other injuries

were reported.
— R
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Hoboken Groups
ight Arson

p primarily of

Committee —
small landlords and homeowners

“aEstablishing a_task force — it
would include the Mayor, housing in-
spectors, the Health and Welfare, Po-
'HOBOKEN lice and Fire Departments — to han-
HREE community groups dlefire prevention and detection.

By ROBERT DIAMOND

, The League of Hoboken
omeowners and the Hoboken

Environmental
ious fires in the city.

proposing a program to Cap-

piello to stop the rash of
Saturday’s march started at

the site of the fire at 102 12th St.

and proceeded to the vacant lot
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that only three weeks ago was the

site of Pinter’s Hotel

prior march and demonstration

in November.
joined with two other Hoboke

both groups made u|

4
& have called on Mayor Steve e 1
5 i ] valuating firefight ent
: : o Salirecu S st gt
L I=a hensive program to SP  gerermine whether additional equip-

the wave of arson that has left 27 per- ot guch as safety nets or airbags,
is needed.

urnou

TP g 2 sons dead and many more homeless
K § §8E5E° E£ S285% heresincelast October. el 2 )
28, 982 &g &5 Among other things, the groups  9Hiring additional arson investigal
g i S g 23 T £5 - SE £ want more-frequent inspections of torsfor the Fire Department.
S L o B S Se © | multiple-family dwellings. i 3 s
s S2EwlE E959E508 s "me Mayor met with representa.  qaCresting @ firevietim trauma
e T SCEEES & S S s treatment center at St. Mary Hospi-
= § TOU5E8S HLT=GnET | tivesofthe three groupsandsaidthat  por
|~ AT E §o952 > REZZEETo hehad asked the state's DS ol L o
o0 =Sl E s L50%=% Housing to set up a special task force ling additional formation
O E £ ZESSTE  ZOSwEES T toinspet multipledwelings forviola,  from the Red Cross on the services it
2 a8 - SownEe S | tions. Currently, the state pays Hobo-  provides to fire victims, and asking it
| E 5 oot S SESES & | ken $10 per unit, up to a maximum of to provide on-site counseling for such
| 3 g Lo ESCaS £ | 8150, for every multiple dwelling in-  victims and to work with local clergy-
£ £ Sg fAoGE spected once every five years. menin rendering such counseling.
= § oA wE 5= S5 Mayor Cappiello ss;{id that the city . Mrs. Mam;lgue said u‘m the tas]
i 8 8%S,8 did not have the staff to inspect the force proposal was similar to a pro-
3 ¢ F52 e £z 2 houses more frequently than the re-  gram implemented in New Haven in]
— & LBE L apS89 ‘quired once in five years, unless there _the late 1970s, and that it would lead|
M 2 CS8usgE EluTT 'was a specific complaint, but that a to a coordinated approach to fire pre-
it = = SR 5 Z5& special state task force could speedup  vention. i )
cmm SEUBHL2 0 SEEG2 the process. ‘The task force, she said, could iden-
W= S520gB. 5¥ 2225 William _Connelly,+ director of the tify which buildings were susceptible
£ SES38SgxF Foob |Division of Housing, said that the toarsonandacttoavertit.
M =E E5Bfss5 £3° % state was concerned about the sitia. ~ Mayor Cappiello said that he
88 <JESHES 5§ I ton and would do what it could to help  planned to go to New Haven and tal
“ the Mayor. vithofficials ﬂ,e‘;e t05ee how s tas
o s | One possibility, Mr. Connelly said, ~force was working out.
£ (5¥82 2252 Tevs . odwouldbe for the state to pay Hoboken  The Mayor said that Hoboken al.
@W-—"E5=8 “Fc- 5552 5% = linspectors to make the special sur- ready was carrying out some of the
©.S59S% 5| g5 PETT TS E veys. Thefeesfor suchspecial inspec- proposals, such as improving
93585 ._oo Eo3& &5 g tionscould enable the municipality to school fire-prevention programs. Hel
£ 9CZ25% 5552 EgSS S L hiremore inspectors, heasseried. added that he had asked the city's
G\ c5-2 ES5- S@gf ¢S4 The three community groups are Fire Prevention officer, James Mona-
’ "1gges 5&EF E.L L& .22 dthe Hoboken Environmental Commit-  co,toexpand the current program and
: w82 “oa 25 QT":' “%E T qtee, Por La Gente (For the People). start a new one in local day-care cen-
28955 wE-E »p £ - & Hand the League of Hoboken Home ters.
SEFT E8EE F5.% 52% Sowes Por La Gente is made up of  Officials of St. Mary Hospital and
Q = 38 E°§8 =EET S5° = mostly low- and moderateincome theRed Cross, Mr. Cappiellosaid, wil
sS55 9.-F° @E5T T T T Etenants,and the twoother groupscon-  meet soon to discuss the groups
© _w5:g 8Efs Z055 =527 mosly of homeowners and land.  recommendations.
S &= EE522 8582 550 S5 &=lodsof smalldwellings. The Mayor said that he would press}
e 22, .F% SoE.rS8e2 ZEZ, Thethreegroupshaveatotalactive aproposal he made lastyeartocreatd
c = S.E88 oC93O5G T g: 55 = (membershipof about 300. a position calling for a fireman to per]
3| = AE8855 £752555°0E5E5T Although Por La Gente hasbeenat  form patrol duty, the way police offi
=788 . Eoza® =855 =5 §oddswith the other groups, Helen Ma-  cers do. Mr. Cappiello said that the
S e BEP=8 5SFSEEDEE 3 %2 nogue,chairman of the environmental  proposal had been strongly opposed
=— Sp TE S ST -8ST 882" committee, noted that all three groups by both police and fire unions, as wel
B Bodse 385508 S 05 had ipated in a housing forum assome members of the City Council.
e SEgsT BESEZSTES S T2 28 liate last year and realized that they Asfor theuse of fire nets, Fire Chief
gL 285 5~ B2 g F S E hadmany goals in common, including  James Houn said he was opposed to
V) & 4595 g858 2EZ% 2 2 stoppingthearson. their use because they offered a false
— 8EE3> 52EZS £ 2 Thir rsons died as a result of  sense of security. Chief Houn said i
a fire in the Hotel Pinter on April 30.  took at least eight men to hold a net|

Investigators said that arson was the ~and that even then they were not safe.
cause of theblaze, but therehavebeen _ Sister Norberta* of St. Joseph's
no arrests to date. Nor have there Church, the 0
been any arrests in three previous ~said that the coalition of the three
fatal and suspicious fires since last ~groups was important.
October. “Previously, 1 had met with the

The groups have proposed the fol-  Mayor, making some of the same)
lowing, in addition to more frequent proposals the coalition did,” she said,
inspections of multiple dwellings: “but the Mayor didn't seem as inter’
GImproving school fire-prevention f,;dr” he did at our recent m

s.
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Investigators said that arson was the  and that even then they were not safe.
cause of the blaze, but there have been Sister Norberta® of St. Joseph’s
no arrests to date. Nor have there Church, the head of Por La Gente,
been any arrests in three previous said that the coalition of the three
fatal and suspicious fires since last groups was important.

October. “Previously, I had met with the
The groups have proposed the fol- Mayor, making some of the same|
lowing, in addition to more frequent proposals the coalition did,” she said,
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larger Crowd than the 400 persons . Who were the people being killed
Who turned out for ‘a_similar in the fires and displaced by the U
on but they don't do anything.” march and rally last November, . gentrification that has hit the Por La Gente had recently
While Cappiello was not in at- shortly after the fire at the tene- city. joined with two other Hoboken
tendance at the rally and was un- ment at 102 12th St. which killed: "We're not going to stop the groups, The League of Hoboken
available for comment he has. |1 persons. . fires until we get together and Homeowners and the Hoboken
labeled previous similar remarks Byt they only got half the form a coalition in fighting this,” Environmental Committee —
ous” and sald crowd of last time and, by the Garcia said. “‘We have to all join  both groups made up primarily of

the police are n;ymg hard tosolve time of the rally had ended at 5 together.” small landlords and homeowners
the suspicious fires. p.m., there were only 50 persons h — in proposing a program to Cap-
U e organizers of Saturday’s: Jeft, g Notably absent from Satur- pieljo to s%op the rash of
march, sponsored by Citizens Juan Garcia, the executive day's rally were members of Por suspicious fires in the city.
United for New Action, a director of CUNA, told the crowd La Gente (For the People) a ,
Hoboken Hispanic or 5 S i in the small g8roup led by Sister Nortgerta of S.aturdays march started at
the Emergency Coalition to Save  turnout, especially given the fact' St. Joseph's Church, which has the site of the fire at 102 I2th St,
Rent Control in Hoboken and the  that Hispanics made up at least; been active in fighting for and proceeded to the vacant lot
New Jersey All People’s, \One-third of Hoboken’s 42,000, tenants rights and was one of the (pato?l three w;ekslaga was the

Congress, had hoped to attract a residents and it was Hispanics Prime groups involved in the site of Pinter's Hotel. b

age 1
ministration know what’s going’

prior march and demonstration
in November.
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streets here Saturday to
the rash of arson fires th
months

The four-hour demor
the latest arson on April
died in a fire to the Pintd
located at 151 14th St.,

Juan Garcia. executy

Action and one of
demonstrators that the
in almost eight vears of
He said that since 1974
in arson fir

“If the 66 pn‘n[\lv “n‘
been rich people.

loboken by now.”
City Hall after march

He called for the ci
and for the feder:

Garcia also said he i
Attorney. General's Of
investigate the fires. H{
a week ago to request

““Everytime there is|
and it is converted int

The protestors indirg
city housing rehabilitat
sance* — under which 2|
mostly brownstones an




Marchers ask
US to probe
arson fires

By CHUCK SUTTON
Staff Writer
BOKE! - More than 40 angry residents ook 1o the
streets here ¥ 1o call for a federal investigation inte
Ihe st of phost have jeft ID(ymelv dead in seven
‘month

=
&7

P
%

=5

e four. hour: demonstration was called in response to
the latest arson on April 30 in which 13 peaple, all Hispanic
died in a fire to the Pinter Hotel rsanlsers sald The ol
loc: wm at 151 14th St.. has since been ished.

n Garcia executive director of rm,.-m United for

ND. RE MOE o, Acton e e o e protests arganiers, reminded

NL SOTRD: (ME demonstrators tha the hotol vy s onl were e e

o o almost elght vears of arso aths in the city

TiCA ¢ CONTRR L e Sl thl sinc 071, 3 resdents b ot e
e

1 the pmmc who have died in arson fires here had
bheen rich peopte. ine National Guard would have been in
Hoboken by now," Garcia fold demonstrators rallying ¢
City Hall after march through the streets of the eity

He called for the city to be declared a national dsaster
and for the federal government to investigate. the fipe

Garcia also said he o awalting  response from the il
Attorney General’s Office on his request that the officy
Investigatc the fire. He sald he et with representatives

R0 fo request the prob

rmwmo there i3 fire e bullding is osed down
and it is conserted into a condominium. - Gare n

The pratestors indirecll linked the arson vave
city housing gehabiation program — “Hobol R

shich 25 percent of the city :nmm.m stock
osls brownionts st Tow hoses, has been upgraded
See ARSON, Page 6

Protesters march,
along Willow Street
in Hoboken Saturday
to protest the rash of
arsons that have
plagued the city.

Marchers carry a
coffin bearing the
number 66 to show
how many people
have been killed in
Hoboken fires,
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‘While the program has earned this
rban waterfront community a na-

“Hoboken Renaissance
evictions, displacement,
property ta s g
rents,” a demonstrator’s sign read.
Meanwhile, Rafael Jimenez, a
Jersey City resident and a spokes-
man for Jersey City Fair Housing
Federation, told demonstrators that
his organization has requested a
congressional hearing into arson in
Y.

Soto, representing the local
branch of All People’s Congress,
called for a national campaign, sim-
ilar to the one prompted by the
murders of 28 blacks in Atlanta, to
bring attention to Hoboken's climb-
ing death toll.

Also marching in the demonstra-
tion were representatives of various

Jersey City tenants’ organizations,

wpat
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‘ganization, whose fight with its
landlord and with Jersey City's
Mayor Gerald MeCann has at
tracted attention.

Of the 28 fire deaths since Oct. 18,
1961, 18 of the victims have been|
children.

Close to a third of the participants|
in Saturday's demonstration were
children — many of whom knew the
children who died in the fires.

“Save the Children,” read one
sign, reminiscent of the murders of
28 blacks in Atlanta that rocked the
country a year ago. Many of the
demonstrators said that, as in At-
lanta, fear in Hoboken has seized
the community.

“I could be next,” 9-year-old
Rosana Hernandez said in an in-
terview as she rode in the lead car
bearing a black wooden coffin with
the words, 66 victims” painted on
the side.

“At night, before I go to bed, T
put my clothes next to the window,”
she said. T have trouble getting to
sleep at night and I go to school late
the next day. I think about the fires,
and 1 just don’t want to di
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Cappiello opposes
tax abatement
moratorium plan

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-
piello says that he opposes the
proposed moratorium on tax
abatements for property
developers in the city.

‘‘Tax abatements induce
business and industry to come
into the city,” said Cappiello. **
we don’t grant tax abatements,
how are we going to provide hou:
ing for the poor and the elderly?
What do I say to the people Who
come to me looking for
apartments?’

A resolution, proposed by
City Councilman Nunzio Malfetti,
which would have imposed a one-
year moratorium on tax abate-
‘ments, was defeated by the coun-
cil last week by a 7-2 vote.

The resolution sought to
“declare a public policy banning
all future tax abatements on all
property in the city for one year
after the completion and utiliza-
tion of the revaluation of all
property.’" Section 8 housing for
the poor and elderly would have _
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oboken board
urns down
rent boost b

After some 20 hours of pul

en Rent crease last Llarch 1. Rents in the

on Board

the Hobok

peen exempt from the
moratorium.

Although the resolution was
defeated, Councilman E. Norman
Wilson, who supported the
Malfetti proposal, said that he is
drafting a revised version of the
resolution, which would require
that the city establish a strict
policy for granting abatements in
the future, and mandate that a
public hearing be held before any
abatements are granted.

“I just want to make sure
that the council is extremely
careful in granting abatements in
the future,” said Wilson. “The
city is in a position now where we
can get more favorable terms on
abatements. We can be more
selective in the future.”

But Cappiello insists that tax
abatements are ‘‘the only way”
to persuade developers to come
to the city.

““It's good business," said the
mayor. *‘T'd like to know what the
alternatives are.”
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A Hoboken tenants’ grodp is
circulating a petition calling on
city officials to amend the local
rent control law in order to ex-
empt senior citizens from rent in-
creases for capital improve-
ments or substantial rehabilita-
tion. %

“por La Gente” (For the
People), the tenants’ organiza-
tion headed by Sister Norberta of
St. Francis Church, is calling on
Mayor Steve Cappiello and the
City Council to amend the city’s.
controversial rent control or-

dinance, which was passed last
summer.

The proposed amendment
would exempt persons 62 or older
who “‘have federally-taxable in-
come at or below the poverty
level as determined by the U.S.
Census Bureau” from rent in-
creases for capital improve-
ments or substantial rehabilita-
tion.

The substantial rehabilitation

Tenants group wanis break for elderly

By Thomas Rojas STF bl
/7/5’74

clause enables landlords to
renovate their property at a,cost
equal to 100 percent of the market
value of the building, then pass
the cost increase on to the te-
nants in the form of higher rents.
Cappiello said that he has
received a request for the rent
law amendment from the
tenants’ group. He added that the
proposed amendment has been
turned over to the city’s legal
department for study.




Wilson vs. mayor
o on vs. mayor
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Hoboken ‘anarchy’

By CHUCK SUTTON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The next mayoral
election is at least a year off, but
yor smve G pplellosays charges
from Cou E. Norman
Wilson that he can o longer govern
the city effectively are just cam-

n asserts that Cappiello had

a ~zn tax increase in 1981 (it was
to the present $132 per

essed valuation) and

gain in 1982 submitted a budget
(;.\Ilmg for another $28 increase **in-
dicating neither he or his adminis.
trators made any attempts to trim
expenditures, plan for the future or

paign rhetor
paign. rhétoric increase productivity.”

Cappiello has stated his willi
ness to work with the City Council
to keep the budget down, and the
actual increase in the tax rate is
expected to be less than $28.
Wilson's diatribe continued.
school n s in turmoil,
patronage. nepotism and
running rampant. Faculty morale
low and politics fakes priority over
education."”

press

released W dnesday

\\1!~ n said the way Cappiello is
running the city

t
sis w ue burdening its citizens
with i m the biggest tax rates in
the sta
A\llhnugh his term Is 2 | unm
1985, Cappiello h: ed on several
occasions that he pmhdhh il step
down next vear and seek higher
fice.

“‘He wrote {0 you
s 0 me. He must be
Kicking off his 1963 campaign.”
Cappiello added, “T will be very
happy to sit down with Norm
Wil 1o effectuate the best
remedies for any defencies that he
while rejuvenat-  cite!
ing the physical part of the city, is  “He has to give us
on the other hand killing the soul by ices here. There's nothing
arge-scale displacement of its k up his charges
said

mayor with nof & n’rcmna o
ship to protect 1t

Hoboken tenants group petitioning
fo get elderly a break under ';gm w

“‘have f
income at or below the poverty level as deter-
mined by the U.S. Census Bureau'’ from rent in-

By Thomas Rojas persons 62 or older who

A Hoboken tenants’ group is mrculatmg a peti-
tion calling on city officials to amend the local
rent control law in order to exempt senior citizens
from rent increases for capital improvements or
substantial rehabilitation.

“Por La Gente" (For the People), the tenants'
organization headed by Sister Norberta of St.

creases for capital improvements or substantial
rehabilitation. 1

The substantial rehabilitation clause enables
landlords to renovate their property at a cost
equal to 100 percent of the market value of the
building, then pass the cost increase on to the te-|
nants in the form of higher rents.

Francis Church, is calling on Mayor Steve Cap-
piello and the City Council to amend the city's con-
troversial rent control ordinance, which was pas-
sed last summer.

The proposed amendment would exempt

Cappiello said that he has received a request|
for the rent law amendment from the tenants'|
group. He added that the proposed amendment has
been turned over to the city’s legal department fos
study.




'Year moratorium
to be sought on
tax abatements

Hoboken Councilman Nunzio many homeowners are going to.
* Malfetti plans to re-introduce to be forced to leave?
the City Council a resolution im- Malfetti cited statistics from
posing a one-year moratorium on the city’s Department of
:1“ labatemems for property mexze?:e and Fin(anu?e w_t:ich :Po;l’
levelopers. at the amount the city rais
Malfetti, who introduced a from local taxation in 1981 was
tax abatement moratorium $14.4 million. Of that amount,
resolution earlier this month, only 6 percent was scheduled to
only to see it defeated by a 7-to-2 be collected from tax-abated
vote, said that he will re- properties, and only 3 percent
introduce the controversial was actually collected as of last
measure at the next regular coun-  August.
g;l meeting, scheduled for July ““The small homeowner is be-
it resbiotion seRia D A o caddled. SAUTAT A e
all future tax abatements on all  _poiements,” he said.
city property for one year after > i
the completion of the current R
revaluation. Section 8 housing for Noml\':aeﬁ“"“,'l);]‘;z‘“ Cvezgc‘sl\?;;n‘eid
the poor i eldery wOlId e oy vie Malteu peeolution, sakd v i
moratorium, P preparing a revised resolution
5 .. .. which would require that the city
WliMaltgn conteads that it IS 4opt a strict policy for granting
time for city officials and resi- ;"o ements in the future, an
dents to evaluate whether the o 4o re that a public hearir;g B
city can continue to grant taX 4 pefore the granting of an
abatements and burden tax- ,p.iement
payers. 1
“‘How many more city Mayor Steve Cappiello has
employees are we going to lose said that he opposes any
and how much more can our ser- moratorium or restrictions on the
vices be cut before people will granting of tax abatements, arg:c;‘
o i are needed
i

say ‘enough?’ " he argued, ‘How _ing hat abatements
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By Sylvia Porter

Arson has now become one of the fastest-
growing, if not the fastest-growing crime in our
nation — with the informed estimate that close to
a quarter of all U.S. fires originate in arson. The
that there are around 175,000 arson
fires a year in this country, claiming 500 to 1,000
lives plus 10,000 to 15,000 injuries and mounting to
a direct cost of up to $4 billion!

When indirect losses such as lost jobs and in-
come, medical and social expenses and lost taxes
are added, the yearly total hits $15 billion.

“Of course, not all arson fires are set for
profit,” says Christopher Pitt, spokesman for the
American Institute for Property and Liability
Underwriters. ‘‘There’s arson for reyenue, arson
as a byproduct of religious or racial bigotry, arson
to eliminate competition, arson by pyromaniacs
and other mentally unbalanced people, arson by
children looking for excitement and teenagers
looking for trouble. There is even arson by
firemen.”

Disgruntled former employees set fires to get
even with the company, criminals set fires to
cover other crimes.

No matter what the reason, the insurance in-
dustry has quietly begun an all-out fight on one
kind of arson — arson-for-profit.

Hoboken rent rule : :
revision stalled again
for night meeting

A rent leveling ordinance has been completed and
will finally be introduced before the Hoboken City
Council, but that action won’t happen tomorrow night.

At last night’s caucus of the council, it was decided
to delay the introduction of the ordinance until the July
1 reorganization meeting with the public hearing set
for the night meeting two weeks later. A :

That decision was made because the council didn’t
want to schedule the public hearing for a day meeting
and because “‘there’s just too much stuff going on at
the reorganization meeting,” according to Councilman
Robert Ranieri. iy _

At the caucus meeting, the councilmen decided to
amend the proposed ordinance to require that all
buildings with rental units, from two-families on up,
register with the city, listing the name of the landlord,
the name of the tenant, the number of rooms in the
rental unit, and the present rent and amount and date
of the last increas o b

That registration will be required within 90 days of
the final approval of the ordinance and will be required
on an annual basis. ¢

Ranieri said that provision was brought in by the
council to balance the vacancy decontrol provision,
which allows the landlord to raise the rent for any
apartment that the previous tenant voluntarily left to
whatever amouni the market will bear. Once a rent
has been set, the apartment is again covered by the
rent control ordinance. i

Zhe council also delayed the

Arson-for-profit war flares to new peaks

Any seasoned mystery-story reader will
recognize the reason at once: There is a clear
motive in arson-for-profit; it can be found with
enough digging and it can be linked directly or in-
directly to one person — the one making the claim.

Let’s pretend you're an investigator of a fire
suspected as arson. You'd look at once for the
many telltale signs. For instance:

Witnesses may say that the fire spread very
rapidly, or that the fire seemed to start in several
places at once.

Traces of gasoline or other incendiary sub-
stances may be detected or patterns of charring or
scorching may be abnormal. The way the fire
spread through the building may indicate arson (a
fire burning horizontally instead of vertically
would be suspicious).

There are red flags, too, to alert an in-
vestigator to arson-for-profit. Some conditions
that are potentially dangerous:

® When a building has 65 percent or more of
d

its rental units unoccupied.

® When a damaged building hasn’t been
repaired after a reasonable lapse of time, or when
an insured owner has stated that he doesn't intend
to repair it.

© When repairs have not been started on a
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fire-damaged building 60 days after the loss has
been settied.

® When a building is unoccupied for 60 days
(except under certain conditions of construction or
repair). |

© When a building is in danger of collapse.

® When a building has been ordered to be
vacated or demolished, or been declared unsafe.

© When fixed items are being removed from
the building without reasonable explanation for
the removal.

© When there is reasonable belief that the

fi

o 7/ 4 /fb

that conform. There also is the Property In-
surance Loss Register. in operation for several
years, acting as a computerized central registry of
fire loss claims information. PILR (pronounced
*‘pillar’’) is a major weapon in the fight of the in-
surance industry against arson-for-profit.

Under PILR, information is fed into a com-
puter which conducts four basic information
searches: first, for any duplicate insurance on the
property where the fire occurred; second, for the
loss history of the insured person or organization;
third, for the insured’s previous addreses; fourth,
inati of names on the claim report

property is 8 and not
possible arson-for-profit.

© When property taxes have not been paid on
a property for a year.

This listing may alert, I regret, a would-be ar-
sonist to warning signals to avoid but the fact is
that one or more of the above nine conditions have
historically been found present in buildings
torched for profit.

In recent years, over 43 states have passed

some sort of arson reporting-immunity law in
order to permit insurance companies and public
officials to share pertinent information without
risking civil suits by the insured for invasion of
privacy. The Alliance of American Insurers has
drafted a model law to push all states into laws

for
that would demand additional investigation or
reinforce suspicions of arson.

To keep suspicions and investigations a secret
from the individual claiming insurance, the in-
surance industry is fighting on still another front.
The National Association of Insurance Commis-
sioners has drafted a Model Unfair Claims Settle-
ment Practices Regulation that would relieve the
companies from meeting a set time deadline for
payment on property believed arson-prone. This
would eliminate the danger that during the period
payment is being withheld because of a suspected
threat of arson, the threat may have been turned
into reality and an insured building may be just a,
pile of ashes and debris.




By Sylvia Porter

Arson has now become one of the fastest-
growing, if not the fastest-growing crime in our
nation — with the informed estimate that close to
a quarter of all U.S. fires originate in arson. The
consensus is that there are around 175,000 arson
fires a year in this country, claiming 500 to 1,000
lives plus 10,000 to 15,000 injuries and mounting to
a direct cost of up to $4 billion!

When indirect losses such as lost jobs and in-
come, medical and social expenses and lost taxes
are added, the yearly total hits $15 billion.

“Of course, not all arson fires are set for
ays Christopher Pitt, spokesman for the
n Institute for Property and Liability
Underwriters. ‘‘There’s arson for revenue, arson
as a byproduct of religious or racial bigotry, arson
to eliminate competition, arson by pyromaniacs
and other mentally unbalanced people, arson by
children looking for excitement and teenagers
looking for trouble. There is even arson by
firemen

Disgruntled former employees set fires to get
even with the company, criminals set fires to
cover other crimes.

No matter what the reason, the insurance in-
dustry has quietly begun an all-out fight on one
kind of arson — arson-for-profit.

Hoboken rent rule
revision stalled again
for night meeting

e has been completed and
before the Hoboken City

A rent leveling ordinanc
will finally be introduced [
Council, but that action won'’t happen tomorrow night.
At last night's caucus of the council, it was decided
to delay the introduction of the ordinance until the July
1 reorganization meeting with l:.hel [zubhc hearing set
e night meeting two weeks later. e
il *hax g‘cisim wa% made because the council didn’t
want to schedule the public hearing for a day meeting
“there's just too much stuff going on at
the reorganization meeting, according to Councilman
obert Ranieri. 4
0 ‘At the caucus meeting, the councilmen decided to
amend the proposed ordinance to require that all
buildings with rental units, from two-families on up,
register with the city, listing the name of the landlord,
the name of the tenant, the number of rooms in the
rental unit, and the present rent and amount and date
of the last increase. B
That registration will be required within 90 days of
the final approval of the ordinance and will be required
on an annual basis. A
Ranieri said that provision was brought in by the
council to balance the vacancy decontrol provision,
which allows the landlord to raise the rent for any
apartment that the previous tenant voluntarily left to
whatever amount the market will bear. Once a rent |
has been set, the apartment is again covered by the |
rent control ordinance.
council also delay

Arson-for-profit war flares to new peaks

Any seasoned mystery-story reader will
recognize the reason at once: There is a clear
motive in arson-for-profit; it can be found with
enough digging and it can be linked directly or in-
directly to one person — the one making the claim.

Let’s pretend you're an investigator of a fire
suspected as arson. You'd look at once for the
many telltale signs. For instance:

Witnesses may say that the fire spread very
rapidly, or that the fire seemed to start in several
places at once.

Traces of gasoline or other incendiary sub-
stances may be detected or patterns of charring or
scorching may be abnormal. The way the fire
spread through the building may indicate arson (a
fire burning horizontally instead of vertically
would be suspicious).

There are red flags, too, to alert an in-
vestigator to arson-for-profit. Some conditions
that are potentially dangeroizy .

® When a building has 6‘
its rental units unoccupied.

® When a damaged b
repaired after a reasonable
an insured owner has stated

to repair it.
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Tenement burns an hour afalz‘er inspection,

" THE JERSEY JOURNAL. FRIDAY. JULY 16, 19

beating

By Peter LaVilla

A four-story brick building in Hoboken went up
in smoke last night just one hour after police
followed up on complaints from residents and the
business sector on First Street about the condition
of the structure. The building’s fire insurance ex-
pired at midnight, according to city officials.

It was feared that several tenants were trap-
ped inside the burning building but that proved
false some two hours later when the fire was
brought under control.

Maria Ramos, who feared her son was

insurance deadiine by three hours

However, a firefighter was overcome by
smoke and exhaustion, and a fire victim fainted on
the street.

Fireman Felix Santiago is in the intensive
care unit at St. Mary Hospital, a spokesman said.
He is listed in stable condition.

Maria Ramos fainted because she feared her
14-year-old son James was trapped inside the
building. She was treated at the hospital and
released, the spokesman added.

See TENEMENT — Page 6B.

Photo by Jeff Huntley
trapped in a burning building at 153 First

St.. Hoboken, is helped by the Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance Corps after she

fainted on the street. Her son was not

trapped.

Union City candidates find it's all relative

both are having some problems getting their mes-
Sages across to the public because of their names.
Mrs. Rhyta Musto, the wife of the former
mayor, is being opposed by Joseph Bonacci Sr., a
member of the Parking Authority, for the seat
vacated by former Mayor William V. Musto,
For Mrs. Musto, the problem is that because
she is the former mayor's wife many potential
voters believe that if she is elected she will
become the mayor. They would vote for her to
S prans v
i “which call for
municipal

become a commissioner but not to become mayor.
“We’ve had to explain often that Mrs, Musto
isn't running for mayor but for a seat on the board
of commissioners,"” related one campaign worker.
‘“Then, we have to go into explaining how the five
ners are the ones who decide who will
be given the title of mayor, and that Mrs. Musto
doesn’t want to be mayor, and that the mayor will
be one of the other four commissioners, Probably
Commissioner (Robert C.) Botti. But it's like
word association. They hear Musto and almost
automatically think mayor."”
See RELATIVITY — Page 6B.
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Tenement burns an hour after inspection,

" THE JERSEY JOURNAL. FRIDAY. JULY 16, 198:

beating insurance deaaine py three hours

By Peter LaVilla

A four-story brick building in Hoboken went up
in smoke last night just one hour after police
followed up on complaints from residents and the
business sector on First Street about the condition
of the structure. The building’s fire insurance ex-
pired at midnight, according to city officials.

It was feared that several tenants were trap-
ped inside the burning building but that proved
false some two hours later when the fire was
brought under control.

However, a firefighter was overcome by
smoke and exhaustion, and a fire victim fainted on
the street.

Fireman Felix Santiago is in the intensive
care unit at St. Mary Hospital, a spokesman said,
He s listed in stable condition.

Maria Ramos fainted because she feared her
l4-year-old son James was trapped inside the
building. She was treated at the hospital and
released, the spokesman added.

See TENEMENT — Page 6B.

hoto by Jeff Huntiey

4 . . : -
Maria Ramos, who feared her son was trapped in a burning building at 153 First
St., Hoboken, is heiped by the Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance Corps after she
fainted on the street. Her son was not trapped.
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Tenement burns after ing

According to Cappiello, the On the community.

Continued from Page 1

Aversa's Market, located at 155

Crimmins. The fire was reported
Carlos Aversa, owner of at 9:20 p.m., he said. i nce
A , According to the mayor and pired at midnight.
Girst St.. met with mayor Steve ares residents, 153 Firet St. o

fire insurance on the building ex-

Cappiello earlier in the week (0 peey struck by numerous fires for comment, did

register a complaint against the over the past two weeks.
In fact, according to Cap- ing in and out of the building all that we were her
¢ E piello, the second and third floors the time, " Aversh told the mayor  specting
Following that meeting, Cap- were sealed up because they and city officials last night, *‘We the rash ,
piello issued a memo to the police, posed a safety threat to the te- knew Something was going to ‘‘We actually did
department to begin a daily nants and the building. The city happen in that building but we testing. It's a good thi
rs by boarded just couldn’t do anything about it. It helped us (o con|
e We were watching helplessly.”  and evacuate tenants.
He said 12 children lived on
top floor of the building and

owner of 153 First St. where the
fire occurred.

check of the building and 1o log ordered the two floo)

the inspection. 3 up, he said.
Last night's inspection by

The building is owned by

‘We saw strange people 80-

Other tenants in the area

city detectives was at 8:16, ac- Michael Spano, an out-of-town complained about the condition of the

cording to Police Chief George landlord.
Erm——————e

the building and the effect it had six on the first floor. That, he

the fire is bein,
Spano could not be reached ' the Fire Preve

“‘The thing that bothers me is

said, was a major concern in the
pre-fire test. Some of the fire-
fighters worked on their own
time to help with the test, he said.

Although parts of the city
were without water because of a
watermain break in Jersey City
and Secaucus, Houn said" there
was enough water to combat the
fire. Hoboken gets its water supp-
ly from Jersey City.

‘‘We managed to get 35
pounds of pressure per Square
inch from the hydrants and that
Wwas enough to help us contain and
control the fire,” Houn said.

“Normally, we get 60 pounds of
pressure. Had the fire occurred
in another section of the city
Wwhere there is no water, that
could have been another story.”

The local chapter of the
American Red Cross was at the
scene aiding the four families left
homeless by the fire.

Also lending assistance were
the Jersey City and Union City
fire departments. Those two fire
agencies were on hand to cover
the city had there been a fire
sounded elsewhere in Hoboken,

pection
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Hp T
TV showpto probe
~ arson in Hoboken

By CHUCK SUTTON
Staff Writer
Hahoken will not be the same city affer Aug.
7
80 that night, WPIX-TV will air a
sp(‘:‘\l’almxﬂlmmlrvﬂ “Hell .. Heaven
Hoboken." a graphic and critical examination of
the city’s arson and tenant displacement prob-
fems_on the program “Focus:. New Jersey
The half-hour documentary is the first major

jook by a telegision station at what host John
Hamilion calls "a Janus-faced symbol fu: what's
happening in urban America. One. segment of
the program casts a shadow of douby yeer the
credibility of the city's rent leveling and sigbur
zation board

In another segment
Department and the b
Office are summaoned by
the film crew, Hamilton,
Irrizary from speaking to
only tenant in the building

The documentary also ta

The film uses the Wos
John J. “Black  Jack"
American troops i finis
their port of " ergharkation
Heaven. or Hoboken
£ram contrasts fhe
foods with an alafming tota

one of his clients, the
under rehabilitation,

amazing that this story

asn’t become more of
fon said vesterday before a special screening of
the film.

Hamilton and his son Jay helped produce the
documentary that includes scenes o three
I fires and interviews with Jocay officials,

community leaders, tenants and federal
ves rs,

Denying the allegatidns of
Mayor “Steve Cappiellg. and
Patrick Donatacci. Graphie
scenes from a 197 hat
ler this an extremely important 1981 Park »/\V(‘H"“ and Wash
jollowed urban_affairs. Hoboken  that fook 15 ives. are Toptage
izes what is going on in the urban  fire in the spring
in the country. Hohoken, because of the 13 lives
hecause of its size, makes the story more

d

Monday. Aug, 9, and again

““Under Fire’’

To be aired on Channel  City, arson

ich has run
lra 11 at 10:30 p.m., August

the amut in being filmed iy

by Christm;
Cily's attractive neighbor-
1

In
committed to evict tenants in {pe film
: .

this w,

The pro-

of 250 fires a year

During the program, civie activist Juan Gar-

In one scene, a tenant tells of the rent leveling
board increasing her rent from $195 to $350 g
month after a landlord claimed he
a national story, " Hamil. 'he building. Terse

spent $51,000

of the rent le

arson for profit are
Police Detective
in the film are
took 21 lives, the
ington Street fires
of the Pinter Hotel

whxcn resulted in the loss of

|
The documentary will be repeated at am

the following day.

TV Film

Detective Patrick Donatacci
which  also

The  Hoboken  Art
Gallery, 60 Newark St.,

In

is

from its waterfront to a side  7th, the will e businoss

O shows scenes from two
3

ventures fires which took 36 lives in representing

Present Art Show

street tatoo parlor, is now
going to be the star of a
T.V. flick called, ‘‘Hell,
Heaven and Hoboken™" , no
less. !

probe arson and alleged
arson for profit in the city.
It has been charged that

many cities around the
nation, including New York

can replace them.
Allegations of profit for

arson are denied by Mayor

Cappiello and  Police

a two-year span. The film
will be shown again at 11
a.m. Monday, Aug. 9 and
again the next day.

painters Bill Adams and
Tim Heins.

Dpenmi reception  will
be held Thursday, Aug. 5,

from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Regular gallery hours are
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday from 1 p.m. to 6
p.m

et
Fredel

7/¥;§



Thomas Rojas

month.

representatives of

prosecutor’s office, while the
cond meeting will inyolve only

the task force team.
Cappiello will chair the task
include

members of

force, which will

By WILFREDO FERNANDEZ
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—Police say they have
a suspect, whom they intend to
 question this morning, in the at-
tempted arson during the weekend
of a 20-family apartment building
Fire reports indicate that a liquid
accelerant was poured over the
second- and third-floor stairwells of
the five-story brick building at 715
Clinton St: around 4:30 a.m. Satur-

day.

Officials say two plastic gallon
containers were found on the scene.
One was full of an undetermiried
liquid, while the other was empty

“You could say that the con-
tainers had something in it that
belonged to the gasoline family, but
we're not sure exactly what it is,”
one fire official said

Crumpled newspapers and scorch
marks were found on the stairs,
leading officials to speculate the
papers were lit, but the liquid would
not ignite.

The byjlding was evacuated as a
safety precaution, but police said
there were no flames. The
stairwells were cleaned with de-
tergent and the residents permitted
to re-enter
Ramon Alonzo, 43,

the super-

intendent of the building. told police /.

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-

y-formed
force’ is scheduled to hold
its first two meetings next

Cappiello announced that the.
task force, which will develop a
comprehensive program
arson control in the city, will
meet on Aug. 19, at 2 p.m. and 7
p.m.

The first meeting will be a
general briefing for local and
state police and fire officials and

able to locate him.

heads of the local police, fire and
housing departments,
Safety Director James Giordano,
Hudson County Prosecutor
Harold Rvoldt, an insy e in-
dustry representative, and a
member of the federal Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms Bureau.
In addition, the state Com-
missioner of Insurance has been
invited to attend the meetings.
Insurance claims are widely
believed o be one of the primary
motives for arson.
“The immediate aim of the
task force is to identify areas in
the city that are potential arson
targets and take steps to prevent
future arsons,” said Cappiello.
The group's ultimate goal, he ad-
ded, is to implement a com.

“‘arson

for

the

d v aim
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‘Be careful.
Chiringo said he
tried starting a
fire here but
failed and will
try again’

10 100d 31 AALIP 0) S19AO[AID
spiojpue| Aq

pue

an unidentified man knocked on his
door Saturday morning around 10: 13
am. and asked if he was the super.
When Alonzo answered, “Yes,” the
man said, “Be careful. Chiringo
said he tried starting a fire here but
failed and will try again, according
to police reports.
he man turned around and left
the building, police said
Alanzo was able to give police a
description of Chiringo, whom he
said he knew from the neighbor-
hood. and gave a Clinton Street
work address where they could
reach him.
Police said they searched for
Chiringo on Saturday but were un-

il

Public!

an “‘arson alert’ program, which
involves more frequent police
surveillance of possible arson

targets, improved housing in-
spections, and intensified fire
prevention programs in
schools.

Tobacco and Firearms Bureau, a
branch

Cyp 96— 5 —
will meet
prehensive arson prevention and  Depar]
Investigation program in the city.

In the wake of the recent rash~ Hobok|
of arson fires in Hoboken —
which has claimed 28 lives in the Auto @
past 10 months — focal citizens'
groups have called on Cappiello
to take steps to stop the fires,

police
ment

In addition to setting up the
task force, Cappiello has begun

In addition, the Alcohol,

when t
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The scars are
slow to heal

This is the first of a three-part series on the
causes and some possible solutions to
h boken's wave of arsan.

Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Alan Hernandez, a l‘llte 5-year-
old boy, should be dreaming about basebali and
Disneyland. Instead, he has nightmares about
dying in a tenement fire.

Rosana Hernandez, 9. lives in the same
neighborhood. I could be next,” she laments.
*'I think about the fires, and I just don't want
to die.” The fear experienced by these two
unrelated children is not the result of an
overactive imagination it is a real fear
experinced by many in this city’s poor and
Hispanic neighborhoods.

There have been 28 arson deaths here since

eptember, and most of the victims have been
children. Not since the case of the missing and
murdered boys of Atlanta have the children of
la community been so preoccupied with a fear
of dying at the hands of an unknown culprit, a
fear so foreboding that it has compelled many
children and their families to alter the pattern
nl their lives,

Each night. Rosana packs her clothes and

e on the window by the fire escape.
[t Is a ritual she has performed nightly since the
Det, 25 fire that claimed the lives of 11 people
At 102 12th St.

Said the young girl: “Sometimes, I have
rouble getting to sleep at night. I think about
flving in a fire, I put the blanket on top of me,

nd T just look out the window until I fall asleep.
| Alan also has a nightly ritual. He sees toiit
that his mother puts out her clothes, then checks
to make sure his window will open in the event
he has to flee from a fire.

There are other children in this city who do
ot put their clothes out at night, Lois Toledo.

2, a student at Wallace School where many of
he victims studied, is one of them

She said sh so frightened that she sleeps
n her clothes with a pair of sneakers and a
jacket next to her bed.

The Rev. Geoffrey Curtiss, minister of the

piscopal Church of the Holy Innocents here.
e hatalked to ;nme familes who are

See ARSON, Page 7

By CHUCK SUTTON H i
&N

Photo hy Bill Bayer

ALAN HERNANDEZ sleeps with his window open every
Hoboken’s arson curse strikes him next.

hl in case
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ARSON

Continued from Page 1
sending their children to sleep in the
homes of relatives in the already
rehabilitated sections of the city,
which are considered 'safe.” Areas
are considered “'safe” if they are
not designated for rehabilitation or
condominimun conversion, the two
categories where most fires have
oceurred

Curtiss said he is also aware of
families who have someone staying
up every night as a watchman who
would alert other families in the
event of a predawn fire, the kind
that have come fo be known as a
Killer fire

Hoboken is a community of
42,000 residents, about half of them
said to be Puerto Rican.

The city is only one square mile
in area and very densely populated.
When there is an arson fire, it is not
really far actoss town, but only
blocks away. Itis difficult for
residents not to have been directly
or indirectly touched by the fires —
difficult to find someone who does
not know a fire victim, to find a
child who has not lost a schoolmate
to the raging flames

Toledo knew Maria Colon, who
died several days after jumping
from a window of the Pinter Hotel
on 14th Street when it burned April
3

Rosana Hernandez had a fire in
her building just a year ago, and her
aunt, Hilda, survived the Pinter
Hotel fire

Carmen Tirado, 14, is a survivor
of the same hotel fire, her second
such escape. In 1979, a fire blamed
on arson forced her family to vacate
a§250-a-month apartment at 1040

acketnext 1o ner veu:

g, seoffrey Curtiss, minister of the
Lt nnocents here,

:piscopal Church of the Hol
[-id he has talked to some

familes who are
See ARSON, Page 7

Willow Ave. The building has since
been rehabilitated, and rents are
now $500 a month

What has added to their fear is
what these young people feel is the
reason for the fires. Asyoung
Toledo puts it, *‘They re after the
Puerto Ricans. They want us to get
out of Hoboken.”

While the majority of the fire
victims have been Hispanic, the
fear is not limited to the Hispanic
‘community.

“Truthfully. T couldn’t live here.
T'd be afraid that my apartment
house would be next. Tt scares me
Every time you look around, there
is a fire. It's usually the older
buildings in the rundown section of
town. You'll never see one of the
modern buildings burn,” observed
Cheryl Costello, a Bayonne resident
who has worked for six years at her
family's Carvel Ice Cream store on
Washington Street here

Before the Pinter Hotel fire, fear
had already had its impact on the
children here. But it was that fire
that left a lasting nightmare.
Mothers dropped their children
from third-floor windows into the
arms of bystanders below as the
fiery orange flames licked the life
from their victims as they stood in
the windows. Their neighbors
watched helplessly.

The morning of that fire, Yvette
Caberra, a young mother who lived
next door {0 the Pinter Hotel,
capsulized the feelings that many
who watched that fire expressed. T
cried. I cried for all the babies who
lived next door.”

She then added, ““It's getting
harder to live in Hoboken. You have
10 live all the time with fear that
you are going to get burned.”

ALAN HERNANDEZ sleep!
Hoboken’s arson cu

Phol
© A CHILD’S DRAWING reflects the fear of
* that haunts Hoboken’s children.

Photo

s with his window open every nigl
ree strikes him next.
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ive fire captains char
with blocking arson ch

By James Kopehains

__ Five Hoboken fire captains have been served
with departmental charges for reportedly refusing
to allow their men to make routine checks on
potential arson sites in the city.

Meanwhile, an arson investigator for the city
has described Saturday’s arson attempt at a
Clinton Street apartment building as revenge and
done to deliberately kill persons in the apartment.

The departmental charges stem from a Friday,

at Eighth and Clinton streets refused an order
from Deputy Chief John Sheehan to inspect a 20-
family apartment building at 715 Clinton St. Later
that night the same building was almost burned in
an arson attempt.

Public Safety Director James Giordano said
the official report of the incident showed fire cap-
tains at houses throughout the city failing to obey
Sheehan’s order. Since the captains had reportedly
directly A_-e!used the order, Giordano said he was

Eugene Failla,
John Lisa and Mi

night incident in which eight men of the firehouss —{rmUESDAV, AUGUST 3,1982 ‘v were

nspect arson tarae

ighters refuse
¢t arson target?

Ramon Alonzo, 43, the building superinten-
dent, has reportedly said that an unidentified han
had come to his apartment about 6 hours after the

iding u

.s/gf/g/f&rm_s.

fighters may be facing
iminal  charges after
inspect a Clinton Street

arsonist tried to set the

tor James Giordano said
that men at the Eighth

an order from Deputy
eck 715-717 Clinton St. as

2 incident ing that a neighborhood resident,
n Alert” program.

known as ‘Chiringo,” would try to burn the
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The building was saved from fire because the
accelerant did not ignite, despite attempts by the
arsonist to light it with crumpled newspapers,
police said. Two plastic gallon containers were
found near the stairwells

Residents of the building were evacuated by
police as a safety precaution. Later the stairwells
were scrubbed and the residents allowed to return.

Detective Sgt. James Behrens, of the Hoboken
police, said yesterday he questioned Alonzo and
*Chiringo,” but has arrested nobody in the case.

Giordano said the building, though it had never
‘an arsonist. A liquid had an arson attempted there, was considered a
the second-and third-  Prime site in the city’s Arson Alert program.
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Five

By James Kopchains

The depa

Five Hoboken fire captains have been served
with departmental charges for reportedly refusing
to allow their men to make routine checks on
potential arson sites in the city.

Meanwhile, an arson investigator for the city
has described Saturday’s arson attempt at a
Clinton Street apartment building as revenge and
done to deliberately kill persons in the apartment.
_ Thed ental charges stem from a Friday
night incident in which eight men of the firehouse

at Eighth and Clinton streets refused an order
from Deputy Chief John Sheehan to inspect a
family apartment building at 715 Clinton St. Later
that night the same building was almost burned in
an arson attempt.

Public Safety Director James Giordano said
the official report of the incident showed fire cap-
tains at houses throughout the city failing to obey
Sheehan's order. Since the captains had reportedly
directly refused the order, Giordano said he was
holding them responsi

The five captains charged yesterday were
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Continued from Page 1

In a report prepared for him 1}
by Fire Chief James Houn on the ~spections, explaining it was

situation, Giordano said the cap-
tains refused to make the in-

‘‘police work'' and ‘‘too
* for firefi A

20-

‘fire captains charged
with blocking arson checks

city's law department.

dano.

Charge fire captains blocked-arson checks

sonist was trying to kill someone,

that fires set for in-

Giordano said the men also
had consulted with union leaders

.who agreed with the action. The

city's fire union leaders have
been out of town this past week
attending a and could

surance payments are normally
set at the top floors of the
building in order to cause damage
yet provide escape for the resi-
dents!

tenants at the

not be reached for comment.

Saturday's attempted arson
apparently was the work of
someone bent on revenge against
a resident of the building, ac-
cording to Detective Sgt. John
Behrens.

Behrens said the stairwell on
the second and third floor of the
building had been doused with a
liquid accelerant. It was then at-
tempted to set it afire with
lighted newspapers.

Behrens said Monday that
trying to start a fire on the stairs
was definitely a sign that the ar-

building are continuing their 24-
hour arson watch on the
building’s steps to prevent any
more attempts. April Seidenzahl,
one of the organizers of the
watch, said response has been
good so far with as many as three
residents sitting on the steps at
any time of day or night.
Tenants held another
meeting last night on the house's
front steps, their second con-
secutive evening meeting. The te-
nants have already agreed to
collect money to place a fireproof
metal door in order to strengthen
security there.

Eugene Failla, Gerard Peterson, Robert Moore,
John Lisa and Michael Wladich. Each of the men
was charged with violating the direct orders of a
superior, according to Thomas Calligy, of the

The attempted arson took place at about 4:30
a.m. Saturday. Earlier that evening, Sheehan had
reportedly told. the companies to make routine
checks during the night at various buildings to
check on any suspected arson, according to Gior-

See CHARGE — Page 26.



By James Kopchains

Eight Hoboken firefighters may be facing
departmental and griminal charges after
reportedly refusing to inspect a Qllmon Street
apartment the night an arsonist tried to set the
building on fire. b
‘lPuglic Safety Director James Giordanu_ said
he is checking report§ that men at the Eighth
Street firehouse refused an order from Deputy
Chief John Sheehan to eheck 715-717 Clinton St. as
part of the city's “Arson Alert” program.

Continued from Page 1

door. If the tenants agree on that system, and they
come up with the money, Ross said he could have a
icontractor install the system in about a week.

In the meantime, M: Seidenzahl said the te-
inants will guard their buildings around the clock
until the new system is installed. She also said a
{Vindow watch will continue. Anyone who looka
Suspicious in the buildings will be rwned to the
ipolice, she added.
| Giordano would not comment on the reasons
why the men reportedly irefused to make the

heck. Reports from fire department sources said

that the men refused, saying it was *“‘police work’"
and not covered in their contract,

Fire union officials were at a union convention
and ‘could not be reached for comment.

Police said the 20-family apartment building

as definitely the target of an arsonist. A liquid

accelerant was poured over the second-and [g
floor stairwells there sometime around 4:30 4,
Saturday.

m.

Did firef
to inspect arson target?

irefighters refuse
to inspect arson target?

Ramon Alonzo, 43
dent, has reportedly said that an unidentified man
had come to his apartm
incident, saying that a neighborhood resident,
known as “Chiringo,””
building again,

The building was saved from fire because the
accelerant did ot ignite, despi

police said. Two
found near the stairwells.

Residents of the building were evacuated by
police as a safety precaution. Later the stairwells
Wwere scrubbed and the residents allowed to return,

1 De(ecpve Sgt. James Behrens, of the Hoboken
police
““Chiringo,

Giordano said the building, though it had never
had an arson attempted there, was considered a
prime site in the city’s Arson Alert program.

~J J TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1982

ighters

Giordano said he is still waiting for a full
report from Fire Chief James Houn on the inci-
dent, which reportedly occurred Saturday night.
He would not name the indlviduqls who reportedly
refused the order. i F
1If they refused the order I'm definitely going
to file charges against the men involved, Gior-
dano said. *‘In fact, I may even forward all infor-
mation to the Hudson County prosecutor’s office
for them to take action.” i
Meanwhile, tenants at the building met last
night at the structure to discuss ways of keeping

b

, the building superinten-
ent about 6 hours after the

would try to burn the

plastic gallon containers were

Yesterday he questioned Alonzo and
but has arrested nobody in the case.

refuse

an ‘“arson vigil" to guard the building ntil the
landlord has a more secure door installed in
buildings 715-717, according to April Seidenzahl, a
spokeswoman for the tenants.

The tenants met with John Ross, the landlord,
and agreed to pay for the installation of a door that
operates electrically through a buzzer system, she
said.

Ross said it could cost upwards of $200 for
each building to install an electrically-powered

See DID — Page 4.
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Poor see
villainy
in arsons

This is the second of a three-part series
on the effects, causes and some possible
solutions to Hoboken's wave of arson. The
final segment will deal with action taken
| by the city.

By CHUCK SUTTON
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—For the poor. often Hispanic
| residents here. every time a *“for sale” sign
| z0es up on their building, they become terrified
| that their home will be the next structure to
£0 Up in flames
) Many of the city's poor believe that arson
| is beizig used to force them out so that
| speculators, real estate brokers, condominium
developers and investment consortiums can
| rehabilitate the buildings and attract wealthier
tenants. They are bitter because they feel
outside real estate interests (many based in
New York). and residents of that city want to
push them out of their homes here.
| Thev say what is going on in Hoboken is
going on in other urban cities in country
|| Baltimore. Boston and Chicago. They say what
J has made Hoboken feel the pain so acutely is
| that it is a small community that has become
|| a literal gold mine for real estate interests.
But investors have a different view. The
|| fires. they charge, are being sef by tenants as
a way of getting back at landlords, or settling
! lovers’ quarrels.
B ! to do with vendetta and high
! passio id one prominent real estate
broker who asked not to be identified. *'I just
can't believe-it could be arson for profit.”
While much of the public and media attention
§ has focused on the more sensational fires in the
last 10 months. the suspicious blazes started
§ when Hoboken's redevelopment movement
began in the early 1970s. Called the
§ “Renaissance ¥ one-family Victorian homes Photo by Bill Bayer
were first converted to apartment complexes i X y g {4
{and now are being converted into JUAN GARCIA of Citizens United for New Action stands outside a tenement
| condominiums. See ARSON, Page 17 being converted to a condominium in Heboken.
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Continued from Page 1

Because of the redevelopment, Hoboken has started
to become an extension of Manhattan's Greenwich
Village. Connected with New York City by the PATH
train system. Hoboken now has a Village ambiance with
a number of quaint shops, coffeehouses and specialty
restaurants on the principal thoroughfare of Washing-
ton Street

The real drawing card for New Yorkers, however,
is the relatively low rents in Hoboken compared to its
neighbor across the Hudson River. But for Hoboken's
poor. the rents still are too high.

In Hoboken. it has become moye profitable for
landlords to convert to condominiums than to keep
making massive repairs to a tenement

But a question remdins. What happens to the tenants
who live in these tenements and can not afford the
conversion to eondos?,

According to a New Jersey law. developers must
give tenants three years notice prior to converting to
condominiums. The state statute on Condominium
Conversion also states that occupants can apply for as
many as five one-year extensions before being required
to leave the apartment. Theoretically, a tenant can hold
up a project for eight years.

But tenant groups have charged that landlords and
developers have taken measures which undercut the
law by resorting to a cruder form of eviction — arson.

If there is significant damage, even water damage
following a fire, a building is vacated and condemned
And in Hoboken, it is quickly sold.

The fear of arson encircles this city. which already
suffers from a critical housing shortage for the poor.
The housing situation and the fear is so strong that
families and friends move out of the city after a fire

Thus the fear of a conspiracy is born — a conspiracy
believed to be aimed at forcing Hispanics to leave the
"clty

Juan Garcia. executive director of the only Hispanic
community group in Hoboken — Citizens United for
New Action — charges that in a seven-year period, at
least 8.000 Hispanics have been displaced by the housing
developments going on. even those developments which
are designed to house low- and middle-income families

- He contends that federal and state housing laws have

been silent accomplices.

Pointing to a row of five buildings on Willow Avenue
now under rehabilitation, Garcia estimates that 350
Hispanics once lived there in 76 apartments

Only 54 apartments in the building are planned, the
majority are one-bedroom and studio apartments.
which Garcia said will eliminate most of the.Hispanic
families and will reduce the number of tenants who
will live in the five buildings under rehabilitation.

It is this displacement and the fires that have added
to the fears of the children here and their families. It
also has added to the concern of tenant activists and
other concerned citizens

“*Most fires in Hoboken take place in sections where
the whole neighborhood is slated for condo develop-
ment.” said Ron Hine, a member of the Hoboken
Housing Coalition and Por La Gente, a tenant activist
group. Por La Gente has a primarily white member-
ship.

Hine works in Brooklyn as a project director for
the North Flatbush Arson Reasearch Corp.. an agency
that attempts to identify arson-prone neighborhoods. He
said recently that the Hoboken fires follow a familiar
pattern

““If you look at the buildings that are burned, there
are ‘for sale’ signs on all those buildings." said the Rev.
Geoffrey Curtiss, pastor of the Episcopal Church of the
Holy Innocents. a member of the recently organized
Hoboken Housing Coalition

While authorities do not discount either theory —
the tenants setting fires, or a new strain of arson for
profit — progress has been slow.

’ )

o

Photo by Bill Bayer

SIGNS advertising condominiums — like this

one at the American Hotel across from the

PATH Building where two people died in a fire

— can be found in many areas of Hoboken.
\d




The sounds of

By WILFREDO FERNANDEZ
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—Five fire captains are facing de-
partmental charges and possible dismissal after refus-
‘ing yesterday to inspect a building that could be the
target of a second arson attempt.

The captains reportedly told their superiors that
checking buildings for signs of arson should be done
by the police and is not one of the duties enumerated
in their contract

Of the six fire captains who are in charge of the
six fire stations in the city, only one — Capt. Edward
Hodge — obeyed the order to check 715 Clinton St. for
any signs of suspicious activity.

Deputy Fire Chiefs Edward McDonald ‘and Ray-
mond Sheehan ordered the captains to check the five-
story brick building hourly following a Saturday morn-

tain

ing arson attempt in which a liquid accelerant and burn|
newspapers were found on the second- and third-floo
stairwells of the building.

A spokesman for the city’s law department, Thomaj
Calligy. said yesterday that he notified Fire Capty, 4
Eugene Failla. Gerard Petersen, John Lisa. Michad 'C:rit:; captains
Waldich and Robert Moore that charges are bei kpnow ICAISleafrch
brought against them. ual g e

i y B enevolent

The captains will be charged with violating 04 in Chicago and
partmental regulations requiring ‘“‘strict compliang
with orders given by a superior’” and provide penaltig
for “‘neglect or shirking of duty™ or “conduct prejud the building is
cial to good order and discipline." S‘leVEhCappiello

alti RS a mefiters have been
rep:ﬁr::ar?:naltles range from dismissal to €| the building, he

The five captains will face a'hearing conducted
the department of public safety. It is expected to
held within 15 to 30 days. The captains must be §

BS were ‘‘serious

vill ‘continue all
t may try again

dismissal

e been formally
rday.

The fire captains were requested to inspect
Th t the|
building because they are “more adept at. fing fir
b 3 spotti
hazards,” Cappiello said. 9 EEe fl?e
The mayor called the captains’ acti (' ‘
disregard for human life.” : i ﬂagra%it
_ “These men get paid $29,000 a year, If we can get
citizens to volunteer to become arson watchenrs
least we could expect is cooperation from the
department, Cappiello said. “The proper procedu e is
to comply with the order and then file a grieval
A]thm._\gh it is official up to Public Safety Dir T
James G!ordano and Fire Chief James Houn to des.ii e
on a punishment for the captains, Cappiello said that
because of the seriousness of the charges, he héﬁeﬁed
the captains were ‘‘close to being /suspended.’] .
More| than 20 families live in the Clinton Str
building. 'Police 'refused to 'say yesterday whether they
7

have a suspect in Saturday's attempted arson.




Photo by Ted Boswell

The bouncing of |
a basketball on
the pavement in .
a Union City .
schoolyard or the |
soft melodies of .
a guitar in
Hoboken are two
of the sounds of
summer. Jose
Castillo dribbles
his ball in the
Gilmore
schoolyard as
Alexandro
Santiage plays a
summer tune on
Paterson Avenue.

.
.

Photo by Chuck rZoeller
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the dispatch {

Wednesday, August 4, 1982

By WILFREDO FERNANDEZ
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—Five fire captains are facing de-
partmental charges and possible dismissal after refus-
ing yesterday to inspect a building that could be the
target of a second arson attempt

The captains reportedly told their superiors that
checking hmldmgs for signs of arson should be done
by the police and is not one of the duties enumerated
in their contract

Of the six fire captains who are in charge of the
| six fire stations in the city, only one — Capt. Edward
Hodge — obeyed the order to check 715 Clinton St. for
any signs of suspicious activity.

Deputy Fire Chiefs Edward McDonald ‘and Ray-
mond Sheehan ordered the captains to check the five-
story brick building hourly following a Saturday morn-

ing arson attempt in which a liquid accelerant and burnt
newspapers weré found on. the second- and third-floor
stairwells of the building.

A spokesman for the city’s law department, Thomas
Calligy. said yesterday that he notified Fire Capts.
Eugene Failla, Gerard Petersen, John Lisa, Michael
Waldich and Robert Moore that charges are being
brought against them.

The captains will be charged with violating de-
partmental regulations requiring “strict compliance
with orders given by a superior’ and provide penalties
for “‘neglect or shirking of duty™ or “conduct prejudi-
cial to good order and discipline.”

The penalues range from dismissal to a mere
reprimand.

The five cap(alns will face alhearing ronduc(@rj by’
the department of public safety. It is expected td be
held within 15 to 30 days. The captains must be

5 fire captains face dismissal

|
the charges first. The men were to hﬁ;/e ‘been formally
notified by the law department yesterday.

One informed Source said the nharges were ‘'serious
enough to warraht a dismissal.”

The exact detgils of the contract which the captains
said excuses thel from conducting & periodic search
of the building Was not immediately|known. All four
officers of the local Firemen's Mutual Benevolent
Association are attending a convention in Chicago and
were unavailablé for comment

Despite the fire captains’ refusal, the building is
being inspected ‘periodically, Mayor: Steve Cappiello
said yesterday. Policemen and firefighters have been
at the scene almost hour\v to inspect the building, he

aid

It is believed that the (ireswatch will continue all
this month in the belief that the arsonist may try again

HD SIg* I

The fire captains were requested to inspect the
building because they are “more adept at spotting hre
hazards,” Cappiello said.

The mayor called the captams action a “flagram
disregard for human life.”

““These men get paid $29,000 a year. If we can get
citizens to volunteer to become arson watchers, the
least we cnuld expect is cocperatlon from the ik:e
department,” Cappiello said. ‘“The proper procednreﬂs
to comply with the order and then file a g-nevaneq

Although it is official up to Public Safety Directo
James Giordano and Fire Chief James Houn to de
on a punishment for the captains, Cappiello said th:
because of the seriousness of the charges, he tved
the captains were ‘‘close to being suspendedf &

More than 20 families live in the Clinton Stregt
building. Police'réfused to 'say yesterday whether they
have a suspect in Saturday’s attempted arson.
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sought for Hoboken venge
By James Kopchains aired tonight at 10:30 on WPIX- )
Worried that recent bad TV. The documentary will focus # I '\
publicity may give off a bad On the recent rash of arson fires m o 've
portrayal of what is going on in hitting the city as well as the new|
ials are i i i f H ]Lf J’g\

of the city in the media.

Business Administrator
Edwin Chius said he would al new residents away|
recommend hiring a firm to from the cit

counteract the bad reports that A publicity firm could help to By cﬁnu:l;s‘m-ron
have been appearing lately on correct that image, Chius said, St Wistey
television and in newspapers. and help city officials in luring HOBOKEN—Despite the formation of an

Chius was especially pointing more revenues into the city. '
{0 the results of a recent study The city had hired a part- inspectors, and intensive federal, state, county
published by the Rand Corpora: time publicity director. between Jll} andlocal probes, concern remains that the
tion of California that listed 1974 and 1978, according to Chigs, arsons which have terrorized the poor sections
Hoboken as among 14 “disaster but had to drop the position when [lli f this city will continue.
areas’ in comparison with other federal funding ran out to pay his Critics of the administration of Mayor Steve
salary. Cappiello say what is happening here also is
Chius said he believes that happening ifl other urban communities. There
the articles and information the istrust. based in part on the fact that
papers about the country. director was able to put out con. officials already have focused the blame for the
Also, Chius said he “expects tributed ink a large degree o the, arson problem on those who set fires for
[lthe worst” from a haif-our ‘renaissance" the city has ooy revenge, or on those who set fires because they
television documentary “Hell . .. experiencing with its new resi- may be mentally ill.
eaven . . . or Hoboken” to be Juan Garcia, the executive director of
Citizens United For New Action, and Ramon
Irizarry, the attorney for the New Jersey Fair
Housing Federation, say that local officials are
not giving serious consideration to their belief
{ that arson-for-profit is behind the terror. The
say that unless that prospect is at least given
serious consideration, arson will continue.

arson task force, the beefing up of building

Attempted arson__
— at firehouse %),

Hoboken firefighters were taken a bt by sur-
prise when someone tried to start a fire — at on_
of their own firehouses. .

Enrique Roman, 40, of Weehawken, is under
arrest today and charged with aggravated arson
after he allegedly tried to set fire to one of the rear
doors of the city firehouse at 511 Observer
Highway.

According to police reports, Ramon reported-
1y filled a cardboard box with garbage and set it at
one of the two wooden rear doors of the building at
about 4.a.m. yesterday. Ramon then set the box on
fire with a cigarette and ran,

This is the third und final segment on the
| effects, causes and some possible solutions
10 Hoboken's wave of ersen,

Continued from Page 1
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Fire Captain John Lisa, on duty at that time, W‘""::“\';rw‘ as a way to pera(:; ing W
was alerted by a woman calling up to the windows was ¢ for rehabilitation around
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Lisa then saw the fire, ordered men to douse it Teport £ U o ?v
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Thia is the third and final segment on the
affects, causes and soma possible solutions
to Hoboken's wate of ersen.
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some of the 25 suspicious fires
Plasuc the cty every ver o theast four

iave been motivated by those factors
listed by city officials. The annual figure of 250
blazes includes incidents in which no one was
injured. The total compares favorably with the
number iclous ires elsewhere in

Iy extinguishe
door.or building

At the same time, there are indications that
‘what is happening in Hoboken also is occurring
around the country in other older urban areas,

Arson s became one of he st rowing
crimes in the country. Cities such as
Francisco, New Haven, Conn., and Boston all
have had a high incidence of arson fires.

Last month, New York rson Task
Force rattled quite a few bureaucrats with its
study that concluded that federal, state, and
Iocal mone for houng rehabilationcreated
an atmosphere that encouraged arson as the
Tirt S1ep 0 Sttng i of tomants by eviction

That report, drawing on statistics from San
Francisco and Massachusetts. concluded that

ne of the major stumbling bioc
investigating arson-for-profit i that officials
tend to think only in terms of the traditional
arson for pre

See ARSON, Page 12




‘Innocent,’
says arson

#
suspect 4/,

By WILFREDO FERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

ect in the attempted
id vesterday that police
A aned him about the incident, but he denied
avin tried 0 set fire fo fhe buiding.
Carmelo Mun, 57, who is emploed at the
Atantic Tropial l\lnrkft‘iéx:‘?Zi’(‘?:;?;da.‘ cre.
eniel a telephone - Sruay :
il s B e

g ea Saturday mo
B e erking ners (Alahtlc Tropial
Markets) for seven years,” Muni said. "1 dedi:
cate myself to my work, not 1o setfng fires.”
An unidentified man_reportedly told the
building’s superintendent, Ramon Alon, (hat a
man known {o_him as “Chiringo" was respon:
sible for the 4:30 a.m. attempted a on Saurday
ihat _caused the evacuation of the bullding's
residents. Alonzo s told that Chiring

would try again

on §

hose nickname is Chiringo, said he

Muni, whose nickname is Cl aid e

has no idea who told the superintendent  those
e sident who is sep:

e grown children. said

he does not know anyone who d,‘ ZTS,(“"::U"
St Police confirmed only ihat they have ques-
floned Muni. They would not comment on hi

lerant was found spilled over the

O e ioor stairwells of the bullding

second- and third-

long with scorch marks and burnt newspapers. g
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Upcoming ballot issue

sparks controversy

Hoboken Civic League
president  Salvatore
D'Amelio and  Michael
Schaffer, candidate for
Second Ward  Council,
issued the following
statement:

**The action of a majority
of the Hoboken City Council
in voting to place on the
November ballot a question
1o eliminate municipal ward
runoffs  smacks of dic-
tatorship at its worst.
These councilmen  who
voted to use the guise of
economy are political
stooges of Mayor Steve
Cappiello. They are actually
reverting to the senseless
pattern of going to another
alternate such as the
discredited  commission
form of government they
wanted, again with the
expectation that they would
save themselves and the
mayor from being thrown
out of office by an aroused
citizenry. "

The statement from
D'Amelio and  Schaffer
continuet

“‘This action is well
collaborated by the
Cappiello controlled foils he
has placed on the city
council through a political
organization which is now
weakened. They feel by
eliminating runoffs, thereby
giving their own
organization- with all its
patronage a built-in ad-
vantage, they can control
the destiny of the people of
Hoboken forever,

With Council president]
Walter Cramer leading the
city council by its nose,
they think they can fool
voters who now suffer
under the highest tax rate
in the State of New Jersey.
They cannot fool the in-
telligent voter and they
cannot fool the people who
intend to throw these
political charlatans out of
office next May.

The fact that they use
economy as a justification
to bring this to a head is
hypocrisy. Why did they
not do this recently when
they felt sure of them-
selves. They are now doing
it because they feel the
wrath of the vyoters
breathing down their necks
seeking revenge from
elected officials who care
not about the rentpayers
and taxpayers, but also
have caused chaos among
the ranks of veteran and
decent city workers now
facing so-called economy
layoffs and harrassment. If
Cramer and Councilman
Anthony  Romano  want
economy, let them resign
their double dipping jobs in
the Board of Education. Let
them request Mayor Stey
Cappiello to resign his
Freeholder post and give up
his county job.”*




B There is life after eviction

Hobbken senior
lives on stairs

By WILFREDO FERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Every neighborhood has
a Jerry Teehan.

He's the guy who runs errands and
takes out your garbage. He volunteers
to water your plants in the summer and
shovel the walk in the winter. He s the
unofficial babysitter and the
neighborhood’s ‘‘Mr. Fixit.”

Teehan sat outside yesterday in the
afternoon sunlight on the flight of stairs
he has called fis home for several
weeks.

At the age of 72, Teehan is firmly set
in his ways. He s 5o set in his ways,

i fact, that he has rejected a variety
of efforts to find another home for him
after he was evicted from his $90.48-a-
month apartment at 709 Willow Ave. on
May %. He had lived 4 years at the
Willow Avenue address, but now is
content to sleep on the stoop, watching
life go by

He has slept there on and off since

une 1.

1 like it here. This is my home. These
people are my family," ke said, pointing
to the children plaing in the streets.

1t is his love for the neighborhood, and
the neighborhood’s love for him,
officials say, that has prompted Teehan
to sleep, eat and live on the front steps.

The reason for Teehan's eviction was
not clear last night. Teehan said that on
May %5, a representetive from the
Hudson County Sheriff’s Office placed a
padlock on the door of his apartment.
Teehan said he had paid his rent. He was
given an opportunity to move into the
Monroe Gardens senior citizens Photo by Thomas P. Costello
building, but turned it down.

See EVICTION, Page 8 Jerry Techan sits in frgnt of the site of his eviction.
o -

ot




PP Continued from Page 1
City Councilman Nunzio Malfetti

sat on the stoop with Teehan yester-
day, patiently listening to the elder-
y man explain his refusal to find
another place to live in another part
of the city. Mary Hudock, one of the
| building’s_ tenants who has been
washing his_clothes and making
sure he is fed, stood on the sidewalk
and pleaded with him

| “Please, Jerry, 1 just need to
| know that you've got somewhere to
sleep. 'll help you move,” she said.

But Techan is adamant.

| I just can't believe T don’t live
here ‘any more,” he said sadly.

| Teehan occasionally spends the
|night on a stairwell inside the build-
ing. On Friday, he was upset and
moved to the Saivation Army for the
night after learning that the 200-
plece collection of plates he had
inherited from his mother had been
stolen from its storage place in a
| finy shed behind the building.

| - Police said thieves broke the
| padlock on the shed door and made
off with 200 antique plates made in
Germany and the United States.
There are no suspects in the case.
No one is quite sure when the plates

| were stolen

| Hudock let Teshan keep the plates

| there after his eviction. The last

| time anyone checked on the plates,
However, was in June, Teehan said,

| adding he had no idea how much

|l S M BT MO B

they were worth.

Malfetti said there is probably a
health code violation involved with
Teehan sleeping on the steps, but
that “the man is so nice ... S
charming ... that no’ one really
minds.”

Everyone is concerned with find-
ing a place for him to live, however.

“1 got kind of huffy. I havea slight
heart condition,” Teehan said, in
explaining why he turned down pre-
vious efforts to find an apartment.

He has mellowed slightly since
then, he admits, and is now looking
for a place in the neighborhood. The
§150-a-month combined railroad and
Social Security pension he receives
has made things that much more
difficult, he complained.

Patrick Mangan, the building’s
landlord, was unavailable for com-
ment

Teehan has served as the
building’s janitor since he was laid
off from his job as a clerk at the
Erie-Lackawanna Terminal here in
1952, He has done some odd jobs
since then, but has ot held a steady
job.

Malfetti said he would contact the
appropriate city officials today to
help him in the search for a place
for Teehan to live.

“Pm just used to the neighbor-
hood. T don’t want to leave,” the
elderly man said.

To sleep, eat and live on the front steps.

The reason for Teehan's eviction was
ot clear last night. Teehan said that on
May 25, a representztive from the
Hudson County Steriff’s Office placed a
padlock on the door of his apartment
Teehan said he had paid his rent. He was
given an opportunity to move into the
Monroe Gardens senior citizens
building, but turned it down

See EVICTION, Page 8

Photo by Thomas P. Costello

Jerry Teehan sits in f f the site of his eviction.
y rgnt of the site of his eviction
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Municipal Court on the “lights-
out landlord”” whose tenants have
been living for months without
electricity and other utilities has

223 Madison St.,

request of his attorney.

Rudolph Naddeo agreed to post-
pone the hearing until Thursday

Arson is now
~_ a hot issue ,

e RSON HAS NOW hecome one of the fastest-
3 growing, if not the fastest-growing crime, in
our nation—an estimated 25%' of all U.S.
fires are the result of arson. There are about 175,000
arsons a year in this country, claiming 500 to 1,000
lives plus 10,000 to 15,000 injuries. The direct cost of
such 1res ranges up to

$4 billio!

When indirect losses
such as lost jobs and
income, medical and so-
cial expenses, and lost
taxes are added, the year-
ly total hits $15 billion.

SYLVIA
PORTER

a byproduct of reli
gious or racial bigotry, nmn to eliminate competi- ¥
tion, arson by pyromaniacs ‘and other mentally
unbalanced people, arson by children’ looking for |
({0 excitement and by teenagers'looking for trouble. |
i There is even arson by firemen."

No matter what the reason, the insurance industry
has ‘quietly begun an all-out fight on one kind of
arson: arson-for-profit.

- THERE ARE RED flags to alert an investigator to
for-profit. Som tions thatare jally -
dangerous:
o When a building has 65% or more of its rental *
units unoccupied.
® When a damaged building hasn't been repaired |
after a reasonable lapse of time, or when an insured |
owner has stated that he doesn’t intend to repair it.

_® When repairs have not been started on a
fn'.ﬁl‘i‘:nged building, 80 days after the loss has been

Defer hearing for landiord

A hearing in Hoboken after the attorney
andlord, Luis Lieles,
asked for more
time to prepare his defense.
Mieles has been char

been put off another week at the  city mapectors Tor. allewiry. (o, Duilding ‘and declaring it again
i nants to move into the buildi: : 7
“‘vacated" by city inspectors and

for letting them live there

— 50 for revenue, arson (1

for the without the proper certificate of
owner of occupancy

Naddeo said yesterday that
he would sign a court order
removing the tenants living in the

vacated and boarded up, if
tions there unlivable. However,

as of 4 p.m. yesterday no order
had yet been signed,

e i &
Wilson asks stuc
on housing list

A Hoboken coun- up the waiting list.
cilman is suggesting Also, Wilson said he
forming a committee had heard complaints.
to look into reports of of bribery and favors
abuses regarding being demanded in
waiting lists for sub- return for a better
sidized housing in the kposition on the list.

gl Wilson said he
Fifth Ward Coun- has heard of families
cilman E. Norman that have been
Wilson said he would waiting for more than
like to see a commit- four years on the list.
tee formed ‘‘just so Since most of the
that we can get to the buildings in question
bottom of it all.”” were built with tax
Reports of such abatements from the
abuses have been city, Wilson said,
coming to him nearly their rental policies
everyday he said. should be monitored
The most common by officials.
complaint is that “‘At least by look-
political influence ing through their
moves _some le _records we will see




Arson is now
a hot issue ..

RSON HAS NOW become nne cl the [as\zsl

for jandiord i

Broving lnot o e the vithout e proper certificate of
‘nation—an est n
E toedine result of arson. T! . i said ymemsv that
% arsons a year in this country, claiming 500 to 1.

{ives phus 10,000 t0 15000 injuri
e nm Sanges up 1o
$4 pillio
When inirect losses
fobs_and
spectorsand 5 of 4

e e o
1y total mu $15 billion
not al

i - 7- £2—
;ﬁm%mm Wilson asks study
on housing list

excitement and by teen agm Tooking for trouble. A Hoboken coun- up the waitis
ere i even arson by firemen.” cllman s suggesting  Also, Wilson Sl menls merians
ng & commiltee _had heard complaints Shepernans

e e o Wl it SR I St S
in; Ay
‘rson: arsonfor-profit g e ot hoaE euiended ln Snoter Witkon ox.

return for a be
sidized housin; etter plained.
[ERE ARE RED flags toalert an investigator (o g in the kposition on the
arson m ot Samecondiios atre potentially Sy e SR et oo e

n to Ma
dange Fitth Ward Coun- has [15on said he Steve Cappietlo G

T imon a building has 65% or more of s fental [Nl Cilman E. Norman i o or ool ol e conim

umu noceup Wison said he would  waiing e ot e e e mayoe

hen a damaged bullding hasit been cepaired € 1o see a commit- four year 0 Chogsea(ant\to;. ke
ing hasnt bocn 00 I (e formed “ust S0 - Since most of hé ot stter iy ‘take

e formed iluet Since most of the the matt
mer has stled 1%, e ot bean. started o o o chEe et ty e bulidiny b e

bulldings in question
umx.mm mndm:,wa\vumnnexmnnmn ere built with tax

Reports of such

abatemen

abises ave been ity Wiison: s

everydgayohe";‘z?early their rental policies
The most common nyaz:mb; e

e, M comptatnt ieinat il it by ook

st poiiical influence ing through their

et [ O mepeople _records we will see

‘building without a reasonable explanation for the

removal

O han property taxes have not been paid on &

‘property for a year.

A STUDY IN NEW , Conn,
ionty selected b
~ with those which had
Fesult: Seventy-eight per cet
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Hoboken may be model
for subsidized housing =~ v~

By James Kopehains f A
¥ Hoboken may soon be the sie for a new ap  Doyeiopment Agency official, said, 1 don'tthink
proach to subsidized housing and, should it suc- : 5
ceed, it could have a major impact on such hous- The homes are planned for the city's urban
ing in cities across the United States. renewal area on Grand and Adams Streets
The city council is expected today to approve  between Observer Highway and First Street and
filing an application for a $500,000 Federal Urban  also on Jefferson Street between First and Second
Development action grant which would be used in  Streets. The anticipated price for the homes is
building 20 new two-family homes for low- and  between $70,000 and $80,000, which Guarino said
middle-income families. could be partially financed through low-cost loans.
“It's all a rather novel approach to. the
housing,” Peter Guarino, a Hoboken Community

Future of runoffs<, .
up to the voters

Dy James Kepehitis » In casting the lone dissenting vote, Coun-

cilman E. Norman Wilson Jr. said he felt that the

Hoboken voters will decide the fate of runoffs ~ Tunoffs were needed despite their cost because

in municipal elections as a result of the City Coun-  (hey help to determine the true vote of citizens
cil's 5-to-1 vote yesterday. A referendum willgoon  toWard a candidate, |
the November election ballot that would abolish ., Without a runoff, Wilson said, it would be pos- |

runoff elections in the city and give victory to the sible for a candidate to win an election without the
candidate with the most Votes. support of a majority of voters. For this reason, he |

The referendum, should it be approved by the  Said, the expense of runoff elections may b well

worth the cost.

voters, would abolish runoffs, except in the case of
Meanwhile, Cramer and critic Thomas Vez-

a tie vote. At present, a candidate in city-wide and

ward elections needs to receive more than 50 per-  Ze!ti continued their war of words at yesterday's

cent of the votes cast to avoid & runoff. meeting, this time with Cramer expelling Vezzetti
1f 10 candidate gathers enough votes, the top  from the council chambers and forbiddisg nies 1 |

two finishers in the election then meet several  SPeak at any future meetings.

weeks later in a runoff election, Cramer’s ouster of Vezzetti came during a
“'We are turning the final decision on thisover ~ PUbliC hearing on.the runoff referendum.

to the people,” Council President Walter Cramer At the council meeting in July, Vezzetti

said. Cramer said he was for abolishing the  charged that Cramer did not live at his listed
runoffs because of the ‘ost, which City Clerk  residence at 819 Willow Ave. and used a city car to
Anthony Amoruso has estiméted as $35,000 in a drive to his real home at the Jersey Shore. Both of
city-wide race and $7,000-to-$8.000 in each thosecharges were vehemently denied by Cramer.
municipal ward. See VOTERS — Page 25.
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Continued from Page 1.
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Hearing slate

on runoff

Public hearings on two con-
troversial ordinances are ex
pected to draw a large crowd at
tomorrow’s Hoboken City Council
meeting.

The council has scheduled
hearings on amendments to the

ing ordinance and

a referendum

ff elections in the

rings are scheduled

ng of the coun-

il's regular meeting at 10 am.,
which follows a caucus at 9am.
i-littering measure

er attack from

immediately

council’s meeting last ‘month.
Under the change, the owners of
uld be responsible for

t the street gutters

o 18 inches from their

curb line of all litter and debris or

Earl Morgan
A group that included city of-
i officials

s from the
prosecumr‘s office, the state at-
the federal

law

be subject to fines.

Concerning the run-off|
referendum, the council ‘is_ex-|
pected to vote on including it on|
the November congressional
election ballot. 1f approved it|
would abolish all run-off elections|
in municipal elections.

At present, candidate needs
more than 50 percent of the votes.
cast to win 2 ‘municipal election.
1f this goal isn't reached, a run-
off election is held between the
top two finishers.

1f approved, the referendum
would give an election victory to
the candidate with the most
votes

One councilman E. Norman
Wilson Jr., has already said he is
opposed to the ordinance, while
several others have said they
haven't made any decision on it.

ZH T I
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Tenants seek
rental cut
in Hoboken

The tenants’ urgamzm‘mn at|
a Garden Stree!
in Hoboken wi
rent decrease at
rent stabilize
The 11
nants Or
questing
said the

new €
at $1,090, ace
the board bY
organization. J L
20 dition, Farrell s&ic g
In addiO% " ihe building
71,75 — had beet

at City b
despute petween the 12
a tenant at 500 Bloo

The dispute cel n
the apartments at the
which the 1andlo!

oves on arson fo

the frequen
fires in the City

The task force is being
formed in response to the number
of fires that have plagued the
mile-square city in the past
three years and have also
resulted in the death of a number
of residents, many of them
children

Lynch said for the task force
to work, all segments of the com-

incendiary

munity will have to be involved.
Lynch said in areas where the
task-force approach has been
tried,

siderably.

Following the slide presenta-
tion, the group began to identify
the people and agencies they felt
should compose the task force.
Lynch suggested
kept to a maximum of fifteen.

Agencies identified for task.

arsons decreased con-

the group be

< Hoboken pier bill is P
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- ““"Hoboken moves on arson force

3y Earl Morgan

A group that included city of-
ficials, officials from state,
“ounty and federal agencies and
community-based organizations

in Hoboken Mayor Steve
lo’s office to begin the

met
Capp
creation of an arson task force.

John Lynch of the Federal

Emergency Management agency

conducted another meeting last
night that included represen-
tatives from the Hudson County
prosecutor’s office, the state at-
torney general, the federal
Firearms and Tobacco agency,
the director of the city’s police
‘@epartment, representatives of
the city fire department and com-

the Hoboken Housing Coalition.

day, according to Mayor Cap-
piello, were with other agencies

the state Department of In-
surance. The mayor said the

representatives agreed to Sen. Bill Bradley and is the com-
cooperate and applauded the panion to legislation passed
city’s initiative in moving to earlier this year by the House of
Representatives with the backing
The group that met in the of Rep. Frank J. Guarini,

The House version of the bill

a slide presentation given by sought to simply return the
Lynch explaining how his agency property to Hoboken. The Senate

structuring an  bill envisions selling the property
arson task force, explaining that to Hoboken at
he primary goal is to “‘reduce value.”

create the task force.

mayor's office last night viewed

recommends

the frequency’’ of incendiary

formed in response to the number tried,
of fires that have plagued the siderably.
mile-square city in the past F
three years and have also tion, the group began to identify
resulted in the death of a number

of residents, many of them

Lynch said for the task force
to work, all segments of the com-

munity will have to be involved.
Lynch said in areas where the
g task-force approach has been
arsons decreased con-

wing the slide presenta-

the people and agencies they felt
should compose the task force.
Lynch suggested the group be
kept to a maximum of fifteen.
Agencies identified for task

Hoboken pier bill is passed

The 'US. Senaté last night ~~ Because of the difference in
passed a bill to return 50 acres of
munity organizations including Hoboken waterfront
property to municipal control.
The meetings held during the The property has been controlled
by the federal government since
being ‘confiscated during World
including representatives from War I and is leased to the Port

the bills, the Senate version will
have to be reconsidered by the
House. Guarini said last night
that he will agree to the Senate
version with the provision that
the $68 million the city lost in
taxes while the property was in
federal hands be offset against
the fair market value.

Guarini s he foresees no
problem with having the House
approve the final version of the

when it reconvenes after
Labor Day.

The waterfront property,
which is on River Street, running
North from Newark Street, is

2

force membership are the city’s
Community Development Agency
the Board of Education, the state
Department of Insurance, the
police and fire departments arson
squads, housing developers and
the housing coalition.

More names may be added to
the list when the: group meets
again in September.

2002: It is not being used at pre-
sent.

Guarini and a spokesman for
Bradiey say the rewrn of the
property will be a boon to the city
and its ongoing revitalization.

The property was originally
confiscated from a company
based in Hamburg, Germany, by
an order from then-president
Woodrow Wilson as the United
States warred against Germany.

The waterfront property is
designated Piers A, B and C and
affords a postcard view of the
Manhattan skyline. Hoboken of-
ficials hope to attract commer-

leased to the Port Authority of Cial and residential developers to
New York and New Jersey until  the site.




Rents on ar

despite Hoboken law

By Randolph Diamond

It was last August when the Hoboken City
Council passed a revised rent leveling ordinance
designed to put a damper on the spiraling rents in
the city. But, one year later not only has a damper
not been put on the rents, they are rising at a
faster rate than ever before.

A survey by The Jersey Journal of local real
estate brokers and landlords shows one-bedroom
apartments, for example, going on the average for
$500 and $550 a month and in some cases even
more than that. Only a-year ago those same apart-
ments could have been had for $400.

Tenant leaders say the city’s lack of enforce-
ment of the new revised ordinance is one of the
main reasons the ordinance hasn’t worked.

“The ordinance is a sham,” said Terri Ratti,
one tenant leader.

““The city never put the machinery in place to
enforce the ordinance,” she said.

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello admitted the
city never hired staff members who, he had said
last year, would make sure all landlords

‘mpage <
g[}?}f”

registered with the city clerk’s office as required
bv the revised law.

In fact, City Clerk Anthony Amoruso admitted

in Hoboker

and the other three staff members

just hadn't had the time to follow up on the 17 per]
cent. He said many of them were corporations and
his office members were too busy to track down|
the principals of those corporations in order to|
give them a summons for not complying with the
law.

The revised ordinance continued the practice
of allowing landlords a yearly 7} percent increase
that was contained in the old ordinance. But it
also allowed landlords a 25 percent increase when
an apartment became vacant.

Cappiello said last August since the city was
going to allow a sort of vacancy decontrol by
allowing the landlord to raise the rent 25 percent
when an apartment became vacant he was going
{0 insist on strict enforcement of the registration
clause and high fines of up to $500 for those

See RENTS — Page 26.

advantage of a substantial
rehabilitation clause in the old or-
dinance.

Under that clause landlords
are allowed to get off rent control
for 13 months and charge
whatever rent they want if they
do renovations equal to the asses-
sed valuation of their building.
Sister Norberta noted that many
of Hoboken's buildings are asses-
sed at only a fraction of their real
value — some.less than a third of
it — so, in reality, a landlord
does not have to spend that much
to get off rent control.

Ray Fiore, president of the
Hoboken Board of Realtors,
agreed that landlords had taken
advantage of the substantial
rehabilitation clause. He said he
knew dozens and dozens of
landlords who had gotten off rent
control in the last few months us-
ing that clause.

But Fiore said he personally
felt the clause was a good thing

limits hardship increases to a 25
percent increase in rent and also
prohibits a landlord who buys a
building from getting a hardship
increase for the first 12 months,
he or she owns it

Fiore said the increase in
landlords taking advantage of the
substantial rehabiliation clause is
due to the tightening up of the
hardship clauses.

‘‘“The landlords have just
found another loophole,” said an
angry Miss Ratti.

Hoboken Councilman Robert
Ranieri said the city council has
launched a review of the revised
ordinance and would be open to
tightening up the substantial
rehabilitation clause.

Cappiello said he feels the
city council may not have to'do
anything to the substantial
rehabilitation clause because a
revaluation now taking place of
all property in Hoboken will raise
the assessed value of all
buildings
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7Rien’rs still rising
despite revised law

Continued from Page 1.

landlords who didn’t register.

The high fines, however,
were never imposed. Landlords
who registered their rents early
this year after getting a sum-
mons to appear in court were
only hit with fines of on the
average $10 by municipal court
Judge Rudolph Naddeo. The
landlords were supposed to have
registered by Sept. 30 of last
year.

Sister Norberta, a member of
Hoboken's Rent Leveling Board,
said she feels one loophole in the
law is a major reason for the
rents being increased. She said
numerous landlords are taking
advantage of a substantial
rehabilitation clause in the old or-
dinance.

Under that clause landlords
are allowed to get off rent control
for -13 months and charge
whatever rent they want if they
do renovations equal to the asses-
sed valuation of their building.
Sister Norberta noted that many
of Hoboken's buildings are asses-
sed at only a fraction of their real
value — some.less than a third of
it — so, in reality, a landlord
does not have to spend that much
to get off rent control.

Ray Fiore, president of the
Hoboken Board of Realtors,

agreed that landlords had taken'

advantage of the substantial
rehabilitation clause. He said he
knew dozens and dozens of
Jandlords who had gotten off rent
control in the last few months us-
ing that clause.

But Fiore said he personally
felt the clause was a good thing

because it was encouraging
landlords to upgrade the housing
stock in Hoboken

Ironically, under the old rent
leveling ordinance landlords had
only to put in renovations equal to
50 percent of the assessed value
of their building to get off rent
control. When those limits were
in effect very few landlords were
taking advantage of the substan-
tial rehabilitation clause as op-
posed to the flood of landlords do-
ing s0 now.

The old rent leveling or-
dinance made it easier for
landlords to get a hardship in-
crease if they Showed they
weren't making a profit on their
building. The revised ordinance
limits hardship increases to a 25
percent increase in rent and also
prohibits a landlord who buys a
building from getting a hardship
increase for the first 12 months,
he or she owns it.

Fiore said the increase in
landlords taking advantage of the
substantial rehabiliation clause is
due to the tightening up of the
hardship clauses

“The landlords have just
found another loophole,” said an
angry Miss Ratti.

Hoboken Councilman Robert
Ranieri said the city council has
launched a review of the revised
ordinance and would be open to
tightening up the substantial
rehabilitation clause.

Cappiello said he feels the
city council may not have to do
anything to the substantial
rehabilitation clause because a
revaluation now taking place of
all property in Hoboken will raise
the assessed value of all
buildings.
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Fire captains’ hearing dlssolve/s in chaos

By Randy Diamond

A hearing for five Hoboken fire captains
charged with neglect of duty for refusing to comp-
ly with an order that they have firemen make
safety checks of a building an arsonist tried to
torch was called off yesterday — but not before
sheer bedlam broke out

First 50 firemen and superior officers who
came to witness what city officials had said would
be an open departmental hearing against the men
refused to leave Public Safety Director James
Giordano's office when told the city had closed the
meeting to the press and public

William Bergen, the president of the Hoboken
Fire Officers Association, then said the 50 men
would not leave and would have to-be physically
rﬁmuved after Giordano asked them to leave his
office.

Only after a direct order from fire chief
James Houn and the firemen’s union's lawyer
David Solomon told them that they should com-
ply did the men leave.

Then Solomon and Berger’s lawyer, Carl
Schaeffer, and Giordano got into a shouting match
over the city's position that Bergen not be allowed
to sit in on the hearing.

The shouts got louder and louder as Solomon
found out that the city wouldn't budge on its posi-
tion and that they also wouldn't sign subpoenas
for two witnesses he had subpoenaed.

“We're not going to have a kangaroo court,”
Solomon screamed as he stormed out with Bergen.
“I never seen anything like this.”

Meanwhile firefighters outside Giordano’s of-
fice were screaming.

See FIRE — Page 12.

4IG ot voey ic Sraer 10 1NSPect
the building the arsonist hid hit
and forward all information to
the Hudson County prosecutor’s
office for them to take criminal
action shows that he could not be
a fair trial judge.

The charges against the five
firemen date back to the evening
of July 31 when the five firemen
refused a direct order from
Deputy Fire Chief Joh: Sheehan
to check a building at 715-717
Clinton St. as part of the city’s
‘‘Arson Alert” Program. Sheehan
had ordered Capts. Eugene
Failla, Gerard Peterson, Robert
Moore, John Lisa and Michael

yesterday's departmental hear-
ing be open to the public and
Gloraano had originally com-
plied. Giordano said yesterday
that he changed his mind at the
last minute because he felt if the

hearing was open to the public it'

would be “‘a three-ring circus.”

Giordano admitted he had
told Solomon that he would be
glad to sign subpoenas for two of
the witnesses Solomon had sub-
poenaed — a New York City fire
marshal and a former arson in-

vestigator for the city of.

Newark — but decided not to do
so after advice from Schaeffer.
Schaeffer said the witnesses

This whole thing is a di
grace,” said Bergen. ‘‘The cif
doesn’t want to look bad so the]

Juffur ATTENTION
#/'~ | ANDLORDS

Beginning
until May 1,

October
1983,

1, 1982,
Heat of 68°

must be provided in all Multi-
ple Dwelling Units in_ Hoboken
from 6:00 A.M. to 11:00 P.M.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH

Patricia M. Mitten
Health Officer

James Farina
Director of
Health & Welfare
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Continued from Page 1

City Law Director Lawrence
Florio then came out of his office
and said the city was ready to
proceed with the hearing. But
Solomon said he wouldn’t par-
ticipate under the city's condi-
tions and said he would seek a
court order.
The order, he said, which he
would seek in Superior Court.
would not only ask that Bergen be
allowed to sit in on the hearing
| and that the city sign the sub-
| poenas of his witnesses, but that
| Giordano be disqualified as hear-
ing officer for the case. Solomon
| said Giordano's statements in the
press that he would bring charges
against the fire captains if they
did not obey the order to inspect
the building the arsonist had hit
and forward all information to
the Hudson County prosecutor’s,
office for them to take criminal
action shows that he could not be
a fair trial judge.

The charges against the five
firemen date back to the evening
of July 31 when the five firemen
refused a direct order from
Deputy Fire Chief Joh:> Sheehan
to check a building at 715717
Clinton St. as part of the city's
“‘Arson Alert” Program. Sheehan
had ordered Capts. Eugene
Failla, Gerard Peterson, Robert
Moore. John Lisa and Michael

Fire captai

Waldich to have firemen check
the five-story building hourly
following an early morning arson
attempt in which a liquid ac-
celerant and burnt newspapers
were found on the second and
third-floor stairwells of the
building. The building did not suf-
fer major damage from the arson
attempt.

Bergen said at the time the
fire captains refused the order
because they felt they would have
been risking their men’s lives.

“*No city in the country sends
a fireman into a potentially ex-
plosive situation unarmed and un-
trained . . . to possibly confront
an arsonist, said Bergen.

Bergen had asked that

yesterday’s departmental hear-

ing be open to the public and
Gioraano had originally com-
plied. Giordano said yesterday
that he changed his mind at the
last minute because he felt if the

hearing was open to the public it'

would be *‘a three-ring circus,
Giordano admitted he had
told Solomon that he would be
glad to sign subpoenas for two of
the witnesses Solomon had sub-
poenaed — a New York City fire
marshal and a former arson in-
vestigator for the city of.
Newark — but decided not to do
so after advice from Schaeffer.
Schaeffer said the witnesses

{)ﬁ 7 ATTENTION
/'~ LANDLORDS

Beginning October 1,

ns' hearing ends in chaos

were free to testify at the hearing
but that doesn’t mean the city has
to accept their testimony. He
said, however, the city would
have to accept it if they signed
the subpoenas.

The city lawyer said Bergen
was not allowed to sit in on the
meeting because the firemen
already had legal representation
with Solomon being there.

But Solomon claimed it was
illegal under the National Labor
Relations Act for union represen-
tatives to be excluded from dis-
ciplinary hearings. Bergen said
never in the history of Hoboken
had the city ever tried to do
anything like that.

“This whole thing is a dis-
grace,” said Bergen. “The city
doesn’t want to look bad so they

1982,

until May 1, 1983, Heat of 68°
must be provided in all Multi-
ple Dwelling Units in Hoboken
from 6:00 A.M. to 11:00 P.M.

Patricia M. Mitten
Health Officer

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH

James Farina
Director of
Health & Welfare

are trying to‘have an unfair hear-
ing so they can cover up.” !

. Solomon said he felt the
city’s action against the fire cap-
tains was a ploy to divert the at-
tention of the residents of the
city. ‘‘Hoboken looks bad because
of all of the deaths in the fires
they had,” he said. “So they are
trying to put the attention on the
firefighters. 1In other
words, they are looking for
a fall guy.”

Giordano “said Solomon’s
comments were ridiculous and
said the city only wants the fire
captains to do their job.

The fire captains are still on
duty receiving full pay pending
the outcome of the departmental
trial. Penalties could range from
a reprimand to dismissal.
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HOBOKEN—An  early MOning  Three tenants.
fire in a four-story building at o5 0ld girl. were treateq af st
rday totally destroved  Hospital for injuries
smoke inhalation. All fhree wera
released. a hospital spokeswopmar
said
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The blaze broke out at g:41 4.,
{illing the building with thick smope
and destroying the apartment oc-
cupied by Miguel Peralta, his wite
and two yvoung children Deputy
ChiefRichard Tremitiedi saiq
The cause of the blase is yn.
determined, but arson is ot sus-
pected. Tremitiedi said. Ap .
vestigation is scheduled for  this relatives. Tremitied; saiq
morning The two-alarm b,
und.
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Tina Rosa, 2, was cut by shattered
glass. Marlene nichez, 34, injured
an elbow. A third man Whose iden.
Uty was not available yesterday,
Was also injured in the blaze, an
official said
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Fire escapes got
‘em burning mad

A crackdown ordered by guid The state regulations re-
state housing inspection officers quire that each step be made of
on_fire-escape regulations has one solid piece of metal rather
Hoboken landlords” crying “un- than the slats and rods that now
fair.” make up the steps in most of the
buildings. i

Hoboken Also, the regulations require

called the that the stairs come down a 45-

“the product of of- yo.6) degree angle between each

all must live in the pjaorre Many buildings’ es-

suburbs" at a recent meeting of capes have their stairs at about a
the league. 40-degree angle, he said. ;

According to Hothem, the Hothem said the regulations
regulations governing fire es- may make sense in the suburbs
capes do not seem to-take into ac- where most of the fire escapes on
count urban areas like Hoboken tho poucs buildings meet  the

i code, but in Hoboken many of the
escapes were made before the
code.
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Curcio, the city's ““As a result, aklo! of owners

i sing inspector, said his gre forced to make expensive

A corrections on perfectly good fire
escapes,” Hothem said.

Hothem said he knew of

several homeowners who had to

. make major repairs on their

Most of the violations con- buildings’ escapes to meet {he

cern the stairwells between the code. The repairs cost them
platforms of the escapes, Curcio several thousand dollars,




'Rules don’t apply

to city-owned eyesore ;¢

Photo by Steve Golecki

Edwin Robles checks out the rundown condition of the city-

owned building at 414 Madis

on St., in Hoboken which has

become a neighborhood evesore and the source of complaints.

By James Kopchains

To Lucille Carnevale, the whole situation
is just unfair.
not that Mrs. Carnevale has any
about having to install more than
improvements at
son St. in Hoboken
She just wants to know why the house n
door. 414 Madison, that is owned by the city
doesn’t have to do the same.

“I've had all sort of pi ure to fix up the
fire escapes and install electric smoke
alar but nothing’s being done next door,"
she said in the drizzle yesterday outside her
building

'hey gave me until Friday to finish the
fire escape. I had to get an extension,” she
said.

See NEIGHBORS — Page 22.




You can go home a

Repairs on
223 Madison
nearly done

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—After two weeks of
temporary exile at a Jersey City
Holiday Inn, the eight families who
live at 223 Madison St. may be back
home within two days

Joseph Lecowitch, executive di-
rector of the Hudson County Red
Cross. said yesterday an ‘“op-
timistic” estimate would have the
tenants back at 223 Madison St. this
afternoon. But he said it is more
likely that they will return home
tomorrow morning.

Ramon A. Irizarry, an attorney
representing the 23 tenants, said
vesterday that renovation work on

the building is nearly complete. He
. said the repairs still to be done are
not. major

The tenants were ordered out of
the building Sept. 23 while the reno-
vations were being conuplated i
building has been
a five-month battle
and Luis Miles,
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Tenants to vacate
|"horror house’ _
during repairs 7/, i You

ng the
1. However,
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By James Kopchains | the tenants,

% Risllie A .| have them
. The eight families living without gas or | Hev .
lecincity 5t 223 Madison Street in Hoboken have L Repa irs on
agreed to leave the building until the landlord | sides police 2 a R
O Mpletes all needed repairs. Ve 23 Madi so

On Monday, the sar{e\g tenants refused tg leave | to stay in I n
when city officials tried to evict them. Yester- | it to guard near y d
one

day's decision came after a full day of heated |
meetings and negotiations among the city, the te- |
nants and the Jandlord of the building. (

In agreeing to jeave the building, the tenants |

have been assured by the landlord, Luis Mieles, ‘
and their attorney, Ramon Irizarry, that they will
be allowed to move back once the repairs are com-
pleted.
City Construction Code Official Albert Arezzo
said an inspection on Monday showed that the
building did not have an operational furnace or hot
water heater.

1n addition, Arezzo said his inspectors found
several fire-safety code violations. On the basis of
this inspection, Arezzo said he had ordered the te-
nants removed for their own safety.

'Once the tenants are removed, Arezzo said he
expected that it would only take about three days
for Mieles to complete all the necessary Work.
After it is completed, he said he would return the |
building to Mieles who could then bring the tenants |

back.

Yesterday's decision represents another
chapter in the controversy surrounding the !
building. The building, which has already been
declared officially vacated and boarded up several
times by the city, has been occupied by the tenants
for the past several ‘months who have claimed they
have no other place to 80, since they were forced |
from their homes in other areas of Hoboken and
other Hudson communities. |

Irizarry and Mieles had worked out an agree- |
ment to solve the problem on Sept. 17, but the |
agreement fell apartment when assistant City At- |
torney Thomas Calligy advised the mayor not to
sign the ‘document because he did not have the

wer to enforce it and when Mieles failed to meet
a deadline set on Thursday by Arezzo to have cer-
%ain work performed on the building.

The agreement would have had the tenants |
staying at the building while the repairs were com-
pleted. The city would help by giving Mieles the |

rmits necessary to complete the work and en-
suring the tenants would be allowed to remain
there after it was finished.

See TENANTS — Page 2. |
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Staff Writer
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You can go home again

Repairs on
223 Madison
nearly done

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—After two weeks of
temporary exile at a Jersey City
Holiday Inn. the eight families who
live at 223 Madison St. may be back
home within two days.

Joseph Lecowitch, executive di-
rector of the Hudson County Red
Cross, said yesterday an ‘o
timistic” estimate would have the
tenants back at 223 Madison St. this
afternoon. But he said it is more
likely that they will return home
tomorrow morning

Ramon A. Trizarry. an attorney
representing the 23 tenants
vesterday that renovation work on
the building is nearly complete. He
said the repairs still to be done are
not major.

The tenants were ordered out of
the building Sept, 23 while the reno-
vations were being completed. The
building has been at the center of
a five-month battle between the city
and Luis Mieles, the landlord.

State and city inspectors re-
peatedly had tried to have the build-
ing closed, citing several safety
viola tions
An agreement finally was
reached. however. and the tenants
hoarded a Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion bus the afternoon of Sept. 23 for
the trip to the Jersey City Holiday
Inn
The agreement gave tenants the

option of helping with the renova-
tion work. Five or six of the tenants
were observed yesterday assisting
the workers.

Photo by Chuck Zaeller
CASILDA QUINONES, a tenant at 223 Madison St., Hoboken,

measures a doorway in the building for sheetrock as she helps
with building renovations yesterday.
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A deadly pattern:
Hoboken fires hit
apartment houses

By Ernest Tollerson
and Michac! . Ruane

HOBOKEN, NJ. — Josephina Ta-
mayo could see the heavy-set woman
leaning out through the smoke bil-
lowing. from the fourth loor win-

O ik ite omin rersaiat
again and again for help as the heavy.
smoke poure

e waman's crie

building was gradually overcome by
the smoke. Suddenly she slumped,
pitched forward and tumbled out tho
window. Hor body struck the side

220 am, the man slashed her on the
arm with a knife an
1n a car, Turso said. ranklin
went 104 hospital. At 422 a.m.

g
5E

story brick building on f

Police said the_ fire  apparently
started on a stairwell between the
second and oor. Investgs-
{ors found s wstabaske n the
ing the Crroncously thought
might M»e contained a flammable
Tiquid.

s of yesterday officials  were so:
ing that the fire was of “suspicious™
arigin because it spread so fas

“The greatest cause of the farson]
problem s revenge or callousness
Hoboken Mayor Steve Capicllo said
Izt week in an intrvicw in hisCity
tallo

that many of the arson

urgus {0 Hoboken eve beea spare
nt buildings with many residents,
veina

amnyn said she, her father
and an aunt, who lived in the build-
ing next door, staed in horror, -t
ible," Ms, Tamayo said.*Te

ble.”
‘There were many cries in Spe

m women who dropped
helr chitdron 10 plic pflers and
g cab drivers, and later fro
Others: who walched dead. Irends
and relatives carried in body ba
from within the blackened shell.
killed six children —
including one who was 1 month old
— Wo teenagers, three women and a
man. Al were Hispanic.
ictims came from among 12
families: 38 people living in 12 smoll
apartments on the second,
fourth loors over a bar and restau
rantat 14th and Bloomield Sreets
in the apartment building
udson from midiown

10p of the Empire State Building
clearly visible at night — brough
the number of those killed n fires in
HHoboken 1o S5 in the last 2V

Officials said that 26 of those have
diedin

smglcsqnnrcmllcol‘smrpmnlras!s
crowded graffitiscarred tene:
Tt nent o 10 o
stored bulldings and new restu
s, Some residents sy the spit
onality of the town has
Jeas helped 2dd 16 he fire prob.
fems.
Ronald Hine, who has

lived in

e found a

strong correla-

case after case, you suspect these [ar-
sons| may not have occurred by
cnance.

“Ii's a common practice for a devel-
oper to ask fc
ered vacant,

d in an in
an old movie theater here.
have found is that sometimes fire is

n,arson fire on Jan, 20 197,
killed 21 people — 17 of them mem-
s o Lhe e Asiantotan Ty
— in a tenement on Clinton Street,
on the other side of town from the
site of Friday's blaze.
In Friday’s fire, Hoboken Police Lt
Frank Turso said, investigators have

neath the apartment building two
brok

Meanwhile, the conflict between
past and present, decay and restora-
and prosperity is evi-

ighborhood around

h pink, setting off
b!ack graffiti signaturcs

1961 Winking colored ights line
1

Turso said the barmaid, Patricia
Franklin, 3, told them a man who
she used 10 serve earlier in
the evening because he appeared
inioxicated apparently was waiting
outside when she ]

hen: e walkes outde. sboot

Ablock away, at 141h and Washing-
{on Strets i the clogant Madison
ant, a pioncering downtown
mxouunn A sign in one window

runch. Noon 1o 4.
Py Bentdlcl L Quiche. .. Unlimit-
‘od champag;
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Un every other block in
Hoboken there seems to be a sign
JUST put up on one of the apart-
ment buildings: **Condominiums
for sale," it says.

And based on the initial suc-
cess of the first few completed
condominium projects, it appears
a lot more apartment buildings in
the city are 8oing to be con-
verted.

While city officials are happy
about the eondominium trend
because it brings lots of ad-
ditional tax revenue into the
city’s coffers, tenant leaders
aren’t very pleased at all.

They say the development of
more and more of Hoboken's
buildings for condominiums
leaves fewer and fewer apart-
ments for the low-and middle-
Income residents of the city. In
addition, they say, harassment of
fenants is common in occupied

buildings which landlords wish to
convert to condominiums,

Hoboken's first con-
dominium, The Hudson Mews,
which was the former Terminal

THE JERSEY JOURNAL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1632

Hoboken converting

Printing Co. plant, is reportedly
almost all sold out. While agents
for the condominium were un-
available for comment those
familar with the project say all
but two of the 24 units have been
sold.

The condominium conversion
of the printing plant was finished
in the early summer. 11 Units in a
number of other condominium
projects on Washington Street in
uptown Hoboken which were also
finished in the last few months
are also sold out. So is another
condominium development on
Garden Street in downtown
Hoboken.

*‘The condominium units be-
ing built are selling like hot-
cakes," said one local developer
who didn’t want his name used.

Another developer, who also
asked for anonymity, said any
condominium project that has
quality construction is selling.

Both developers agreed that
more and more buildings will be
made into condominiums.
Currently there are about 10 open

With another 10 in the works,
The condomini aren't

fenements to

buildings being converted to’con-
DL ;

cheap. Prices ranging from
$60,000 for a studio to $100,000 for
2 two-bedroom unit are common.
But they are much lower than in
Manhattan where condominium
units often start for at least
$200,000 for a studio.

Marion Lyons, a 25-year-old
advertising executive from
Manhattan, was walking along
Washington Street yesterday
looking for a condominium

“I'm tired of paying rent,"
said the woman who said she now.
pays §700 a month for a one-
bedroom apartment in Manhat-
tan.

““I want to own a condo but 1
can’t afford those in New York,"
she said. “So I figure this is the
next best thing. Hoboken is S0
close to New York and the people
seem pretty friendly. I'm pretty
set on settling here."

Teri Ratti, a Hoboken tenant
leader who is also the city”
senior citizens social worker,
said most peoole living in

can't afford to buy in.

*'The Hoboken'residents who
live in the buildings now are the
real losers,”" she said.

While senior citizens living in
buildings to be converted to con-
dominiums can't be thrown out,
under legislation signed by
former Governor Byrne, Ms.
Ratti said -this would not stop
many unscrupulous landlords
from harassing the elderly to get
them out of the building.

Other tenant leaders say they
have already heard of cases
where the elderly have been
harassed to get them to move out,

T condominium
developers, however, claim their
efforts are positive for the city,
overall.

We're turning in what most
cases were decaying slum
buildings into quality buildings,"
said one of the developers. This is
upgrading the city."

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cap-
piello said the tax benefits to the
City from condominiums are

great. The mayor sdid the split-
ting up of a buildinginto various
condominium units @ften doubles

and triples the lue of the
property taxes the @ity collects.
“Instead of collecting taxes

condos

from one landlord, ‘‘we're
collecting them from six or seven
condominium cwners,"" he said,
Cappiello does admit some
people are being displaced by the
condominium boom.
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HAYDEE MORALES,
of the tenants’ association
another tenant, looks on.

at 923 Garden Street in Hobol
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Photo by Chuck Zoeller

seated, looks over papers in her capacity as president

ken as Noelia Ortiz,

or enters pr?Toe
d landlord fraud

The increase, which became effective

May 1, raised the tenants’ rents $154,)
0.

from $196 to $35

The board ruled the increase was
Justified under the capital-improve-
ments section of the rent-leveling or-
dinance, which states that a building

from rent control re.

ndlord proves he has
performed renovations totalling at least
100 percent of the buildings assessed
value.

Mody was granted the rent increase
March 23, after presenting to the board
receipts for $51,482 in renovation work
on the building, which is assessed” for
$32,600.

But Haydee Morales, president of the
building’s tenant association,- has
charged that Mody falsified the receipts
he presented to the board, inflating by
several thousand dollars the amount
actually spent on repairing the building,

Morales vesterday said an investiga-
tion conducted by Juan Garcia, a leader
of Hoboken's Hispanic community, in-
dicates that the receipts Mody presented
to the board frequently conflict with the
totals charged by the individual contrac-

tors commissioned for the renovations.

Mody reportedly has been in India for
several weeks, and no one answered his
office telephone yesterday to respond to
the charges,

Gareia said vesterday he belives Mody
may have superimposed the signatures
of the individual contractors onto the
receipts before presenting them to the [
board.

The expenses in question include $2,400
for the building's conversion to gas heat
84,000 for storm windows; $5.300 for
electrical ‘work: $1,720 for painting;
$4.900 for a hot water heater and $6,850
for a chimney, Gareia said.

Garcia blamed the board for not fully
investigating Mody's expenses before

.granting him the rent increase,

“I put all the blame on the board, ™
Garcia said. “I don’t blame landlord’s
for trying t8 get away with everything
they can. But clearly there's complicity
between the city and the landlord’s to
displace these people.”

Three of the seven families who were
living in the building prior to the May
1 rent increase have bheen forced to
leave, Garcia said.
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1 Photo by ek Zoeller
HAYDEE MORALES, seated, looks over papers in her capacity as president

of the tenants’ association at 923 Garden Street in Hoboken as Noelia Ortiz,
another tenant, looks on,
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Prosecutor enters

probe

of alleged landlord fraud

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The Hudson County
Prosecutor’s Office has entered the in-
vestigation into charges that the land.
lord of a Hoboken apartment building
submitted fraudulent receipts in order to
secure a 78-percent rent increase the
city granted him, according to a highly
placed source in the city administration.

The administration member, who
asked not to be named, said the Hoboken
Rent Leveling and Stabilization Board.
which granted the increase, decided last
month at a closed meeting to turn the
investigation over to the the
prosecutor’s office

Barry P. Sarkisian, the board’s at-
torney. yesterday confirmed that report.

However. acting Hudson County Pros.
ecutor Charles R. Buckley vesterday
refused to confirm or deny the reports
that. his office was actively invesigating
the charges. He said he could nof com.
ment on the case.

P.P. Mody, a Union City-based land-
lord who owns the building at 923 Garden
St., was granted the 78-percent rent
Increase at the March 23 rent hoard
meeting.

The increase, which hecame effective
May 1. raised the tenants' rents $154,
from §196 to $350

The board ruled the increase was
justified under the capital-improve-
ments section of the rent-leveling or-
dinance. which states that a huilding
may be removed from rent control re.
strictions if its landlord proves he has
performed renovations totalling at least
100 percent of the buildings assessed
value.

Mody was granted the rent increase
March 23. after presenting to the board
receipts for $51.482 in renovation work
on the building, which is assessed for
$52,600.

But Haydee Morales, president of the
building's tenant association, has
charged that Mody falsified the receipts
he presented to the board, inflating by
several thousand dollars the amount
actually spent on repairing the building.

Morales vesterday said an investiga-
tion conducted by Juan Garcia, a leader
of Hoboken's Hispanic community. in-
dicates that the receipts Mody presented
to the board frequently conflict with the
totals charged by the individual contrac-

fors commissioned for the renovations. |

Mody reportedly has been in India for
several weeks, and no one answered his
office telephone yesterday to respond to
the charges.

Garcia said yesterday he belives Mody
may have superimposed the signatures
of the individual contractors onto the
receipts before presenting them to the

rd.

The expenses in question include $2,400
for the building's conversion to gas heat;
$4.000 for storm windows; $5.300 for
electrical work; $1.720 for painting;
$4.900 for a hot water heater and $6,850
for a chimney, Garcia said.

sarcia blamed the board for not fully |
investigating Mody's expenses before
granting him the rent increase.

“I put all the blame on the hoard,"
Garcia said. “I don't blame landlord
for trying th get away with everything
they can. But clearly there's complicity
between the city and the landlord's to
displace these people.

Three of the seven families who were
living in the building prior to the May
1 rent increase have heen forced to
leave. Garcia said
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for clues to arson

cobs look

-

At the Hoboken Arson S
Howe

By James Kopchains

The signs are easy to spot before most
arson fires occur.

False alarms, building violations, dis-
putes between landlord and tenants, and sub-
stantial renovations can all tip off the alert
investigator that the building is a prime
target for arson.

In Hoboken, where more than 60 people
have died in four suspicious fires in the past
year. Investigators are keeping careful
watch for the igns of possible arson through
an Arson Early-Warning System.

Both Sgt. James Behrens and Sgt. John
Howe, of the city’s arson squad, have been
checking all information on city buildings
since August, looking for clues warning of

Iso members of the federal
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms department
are at work investigating the fires,

Central to their work is a huge map of
the city in their office. Dotting the map are
clusters of yellow, red, green, blue and

black-headed’ pi;

Hoboken cops |

Continued from Page |

fo see if the landlord is in 4 p,

s urry
Iohave the tenants removeq g he
€an start the work.

and sets g
said

aguy is jilted by

quad headauarters in City Hall, Sgt, John
pinpoints possible arson sites on a large street map of fhe city.

ook for arson clues

his girifriend o
of a building &

Unfortunatey
it appeared the

use s} past year
afire for revenge or oyt of anger. least’ par

ere Just no way o revenge.
Predict it when

tally prompted” by

Behrens said the

... "“We have pins for buildings where false
alarms were registered, where actual fires
occurred, buildings with housing violations,
rent control disputes, tax liens, and’places
that have filed for substantial renovation,

Behrens said. "‘When we see two or three
pins clustered around one building, we put an
arson alert on it and watch it very closely.”

Behrens said he receives reports every
morning from the city’s fire, building, and
tax departments, files them, then places the
proper pins on the building’s location on the
map.

“What the map does is give us an eas;
way 1o see an arson pattern developing, ”
Howe explained. B
A building is considered a good target for
arson if two or more warning signs are found
at the site, according to Behrens. For exam-
ple, when a landlord files for substantial
renovations the squad will watch the building

See HOBOKEN — Page 27.

T gets thrown oyt
nd then goes back
in revenge," Howe

o oidered it a top priority o (ry
o find the arsoniss in tha firec
DUt Some of its focus hag e

¥, both men sajq ~friried 10 Prevent any more cuey
When you take

0 fires set in the L

all se 5

Scemed {0 be af (nege, Behrens said while taking
vime & file of photographs of e

vietims, “‘you'll understa
stand why
We have (0 do it 5

Squad sti|
3 ol fa

fire

a look at
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Ranieri opposes plan
to end runoff votes

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Councilman Robert Ranieri has
become the third member of the City Council
come out against. the referendum placed on the
Nov. 2 ballot seeking the elimination of runoff
elections in the city

Ranieri joins Councilmen E. Norman Wilson

and Nunzio

‘The Malfetti in
publicly

'unda.me"'a' denouncing the

principle of council's approval

'd . in August of an

emaocracy Is ordinance placing

th the referendum on

rule °f 4y the ballot. The

majority three councilmen

— Robert Ranieri join the Hoboken
Coalition to Save
the Runoff. composed of several community
groups. in opposition to the referendum.
““The principle in a democrac
is rule by the majority. If this proposal is
approved. it will endanger majority
government,” Ranieri said
The City Council voted Aug. 18 to place the
referendum on the November ballot. The
referendum asks the voters whether or not they
wish to continue spending $35,000 for each runoff
Photo by Ted Boswell || election
Currently. a candidate must win 50 percent of
the vote, plus one to win amunicipal election.
Council President Walter Cramer and Mayor
Steve Cappiello argue that the change would save
the taxpayers' money.

h t ff Ninth 8 i i Sl
Lawndry hangs out to dry inth Steet in Hoboken Conncilida et X Rasieet

‘Democracy costs money'

Last week Wilson expressed his opposition to
the referendum, saving, ‘‘The elimination of the

But critics counter that the proposal is being runoff strikes at the very heart of democracy.
placed on the ballot because the Cappiello \ (The change) almost guarantees rule by the
administration’s political strength is dwindling. minority beholden to the special interests of the
and the elimination of the runoff would let an political organization, rather than the public.'!
incumbent stay in office without a majority of Abittiony Riss ooy coraa e
the vote. 5 5 “Hob {

leaders in the Hoboken Coalition to Saye the

“‘True democracy is expensive. It costs Runoff said vesterday, It is absurd for us
money. " Ranieri said, *'But if you want a Hobokenites to even consider voting for this
| demacracy you have to spend the money. " dictatorial referendum. The mayor and majority
| Ranieri was not present at the Aug. 18 vote . of his council are actually attempting to chip
on the ordinance, Wilson and Malfetti both voted  away at the heart of democracy by asking voters

against the referendum to support this proposal.”



Hoboken shuts off' 1phone
on housing compldints”*-

Hoboken tenants

b s who want to  seni
compacboken tenan 1o senior housing iri y

complain rmé"’(“a'“c%mﬁ"'(i“?r?s inspectors will nopﬁfr:g;}ﬁfv::e

Rl ¢ calls i the

mwumng inspection office to make mllshabour Jaans, on ithe

il e {elephone and then make an

spection,

Jude Fitzgibbons, the city's “From now on, I wij|
L L will instruct

the callers to come into the office
and fill out a formal complaint
against the landlord,” Fitzgib.
bons said. “I'll also ask them if
they had first" contacted the
andlord about the problem
e!o][e making a complaint.
00 often, Fitzgibbons sai

persons will call the office ooy
complain of violations, but when

in-

Hoboken site owneg
hit with subpoenas:ij,

The Hoboken Rent Levelling
Board has filed subpoenas with
the owner of 923 Garden St. for all
financial records regarding the
substantial rehabilitation rent in-
creases given to the building in
May.

The building has been the
center of a growing controversy
focusing on the rent increases
granted it under the substantial
rehabilitation clause in the city’s
rent levelling ordinance. Tenants
in the building have claimed that
the landlord, P.P. Mody of Union
City, deliberately forged several

! bills submitted for work done on
the building in order to receive
the rent increases.

Rents at the building were
raised as much as 78 percent
after the board approved the ap-
plication. As a result, five of the
ten tenants living in the building
were forced to move, according
‘to the tenants.

The board has set a hearing
for Nov. 30 to reyiew the original
information in the application. In
addition, the Hudson County
Prosecutor’s office is reportedly
also conducting an investigating
of the records.

sometimes does n
idea to the inspector

of wha
violation really' is. e

sign

nSpectors arrive there they find

that no such tenant lives at tha
iv

address

Also, he said the tenant
t give a clear

If a person will come in and

n set up an

appointment with the St
X person to
come in and perform the inspe

Fitzgibbons said.
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pplied Housing denies favoring rich

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer
EN—Applied Housing _Associates
or investigation by the City Council
improprieties in its huge subsidized-
ration, yesterday rejected the allega-
founded
Housing President Joe Barry, whose
is the largest holder of subsidized-
its in the city, yesterday denied
at the Ycorporation is offering its
units to wealthy out-of-towners™ and
Hoboken’s lower-income. residents

Councilman Nunzio Malfetti urged the City
Council Monday to investigate the allegations
Council President Walter Cramer presented the
case to the council’s law committee for con-
sideraton.

Barry said Malfetti's request was motivated
by personal ditferences he has had with the
corporation after Applied Housing failed to hous

four or five'' residents the councilman recom-
mended. Malfetti “‘vowed to get even’" with the
corporation, Barry said

Barry said 87 percent of Applied Housing
units are occupied by lower-income Hoboken

residents, and 13 percent by low-income resi
dents of other areas in Hudson County
““Very few. probably less than 1 percent" of
the residents in Applied Housing units are
wealthy *‘out-of-fowners,” Barry said

Barry said Federal Housing and Urban De-
velopment regulations require that the sub-
sidized units be distributed to residents through-
out a given region, and not simply in one city

‘Let's hear (Malfetti's) numbers with thes~
out-of-towners, " Barry said. "“We'll share o
statistics with the city or anyone.”

Councilman E. Norman Wilson, chairman of
the council’s law committee, said the committee
would “‘entertain” Malfetti's request for the
inyestigation within the next two weeks.
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12M Hartz tract value confirmed

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

Hudson County Tax Adminis-
trator Stanley P. Kosakowski yes-
terday confirmed reports thatthe
county Board of Taxation has placed
a [$12-million value on the
Weehawken waterfrant property re-
cently purchased by Hartz Mountain
Industries,

Kosakowski said township and

Hartz officials have been notified
through a letter released Tuesday
that the board ruled the property is
worth $12,049,700

The figure is nearly three times
the amount Hartz has said it will
pay for the waterfront tract and $10
million less than township officials
have said is a fair market value for
the property.

The township and developer have
until Dec. 30 to appeal the hoard’s

decision to the state Tax Court,
Kosakowski said. The appeal proc-
ess could take up to two years to
complete, according to sources. and
that decision can in turn be ap-
pealed to the Appellate Division of
state Superior Court

Mayor Stanley D. Iacono said
Tuesday that he plans to present the
question of whether to appeal the
decision before the Township Coun-
cil Monday. According to sources,

the council plans to appeal the
decison once the question is brought
to-a vote

Hartz officials said Tuesday they
will not comment on whether they
will appeal the board’s decison until
they review the matter with their
counsel

Kosakowski said it would not be
unusual for both sides to appeal the
decision

Applied Housing denies favoring rich

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Applied Housing Associates,
schieduled for investigation by the City Council
for alleged improprieties in its huge subsidized-
housing operation, yesterday rejected the allega-
tions as unfounded.

Applied Housing President Joe Barry, whose
corporation is the largest holder of subsidized-
housing units in the city, yesterday denied
charges that the corporation is offering its
subsidized units to wealthy “out-of-towners'® and
neglecting Hoboken's lower-income residents

Councilman Nunzio Malfetti urged the City
Council Monday to investigate the allegations.
Council President Walter Cramer presented the
case to the council’s law committee for con-
sideraton

Barry said Malfetti’s request was motivated
by personal differences he has had with the
corporation after Applied Housing failed to house
“four or five' residents the councilman recom-
mended. Malfetti “‘vowed to get even’' with the
corporation, Barry said.

Barry said 87 percent of Applied Housing
units ‘are occupied by lower-income Hoboken

residents, and 13 percent by low-income resi-
dents of other areas in Hudson County

“*Very few, probably less than 1 percent’’ of
the residents in Applied Housing units are
wealthy “‘out-of-towners.” Barry said

Barry said Federal Housing and Urban De-
velopment regulations require that the sub-
sidized units be distributed to residents through-
out a given region. and not simply in one city

“Let’s hear (Malfetti's) numbers with thess
‘out-of-towners,""! Barry said. “We'll share ol
statisties with the city or anyone.’

Councilman E. Norman Wilson, chairman of
the council's law committee, said the committee
would “‘entertain’’ Malfetti’s request’ for the
inyestigation within' the next two weeks
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€N tenants have only
S to blame if they don’t
officials about iliegal
€ases on their apart-
Vs the city’s consumer
ector.

y Borg said she
about two to three
lephone calls a day
Ats complaining about
ve rents they. iave to
V. However, she said a
Jer of tenants just pay

‘There’s a lot

their rents, legal or illegal,
Wwithout a word. '

“I'd say 90 percent of the
calls I get a day are from tenants
who are being charged too much
rent, Mrs. “Borg said, “And
they're right, there js a lot of
gouging going on out there.””

According to Mrs. Borg,
many landlords are charging new
fenants more than the allowed
amount of rent increase, but her
office and the city’s rent control
hoard are not receiving any word

from the tenants.

These tenants either do not
understand all their rights under
rent control in the city, Mrs. Borg
said, or they just ‘‘don’t want to
make waves' with their landlord.

*‘Landlords are only entitled
under city ordinance to raise the
rent 25 percent over the previous
rent when an apartment becomes

of gouging’

vacant,” she said. *‘But I've got
ten calls from people paying $450
a month when the previous rent
was about $150 L
Mrs. Borg has been working
since the beginning of September
with the city’s rent control board
to handle the backload of
material that has swamped the
department.

Trod iy

irsey i + senior citizen
law that stpposed 10 he of yalue
to the elderly. Instead it has been
turned into a nightmare. Where the
senior citizen now rents he is harassed
when he looks for a new place fo live
he is turned down. So, the 45-year Jaw
has worked against him

1 live in a building that has 400
apartments. The owners are making an
effort to turn it into a condominium or
cooperative. At present there are over
100 apartments that'are vacant because
management will not rent to anvone
There is no place to turn

Our apartment has a heating prob-
lem. The super has told one of the
women in our line that a valye was
incorreetly put into the heating ‘system
that makes it difficult to heat the
apartments facing the west. The owners
have set up a system of 20 minutes of
heat and 40 minutes off. Since the
building is over 30 years old the wooden
windows are ot good enough o keep
the cold air from coming into fhe
apartment

We called the board of health and
gave the facts. What they did I did not
know. Tuesday. Nov. 15, the outside

enfpératire. according 1o the radio,

as 31 degrees. There was io heat a
all in the apartment. At 6:45 a.m, [
called the super and about 15 minutes
later we had heat. At noon hour the
assistant super came up and whirled his
thermometer around and told me that
the heat was 70 — two above the
allowable 68 degrees. By this time the
outside temperature had risen about 15
degrees. Every time the temperature in
our apartment is checked. it is at the
noon hour time when the outside tem.
perature is at ifs best,

The Board of Health tells me I have
to take the temperature in the morning
Why they would take my word for its
reading ‘rather than figure out a 70
degree temperature at high noon and 15
degrees higher than the morming report
is a mystery to me. They may be
deficient in arithmetic or simple logic.
Incidentally. the person taking the read-
ing never lets anyone see the tem-
perature. 1 am writing this letfer so if
any one of our tenants gets pneumonia
and dies. we will know that another
government facility has failed

Irwin Goldman
North Bergen

by Garry Trudeau -

by ) /4




A tragedy

Arson suspected in blaze that

By ROY KAHN
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—Arson has been part of life in the
buildings of Olga Ramos
This weekend, what police officials believe was the
fourth arson attack within a year on one of her
properties took the lives of 11 persons and left 10
others  homel

The Saturday morning blaze at 102

St. w
the city’s second fatal apartment house fire this
month and sets the death toll for October at nine
children and four adults.

Is do not believe the two blazes are linked,
but both were said to have been started in hallways

County arson investigators at the scene of the 13th
Street fire indicated “some kind of liquid accelerant
had heen poured into the hallway before the fire was

turning the core of the tenement into an im-
passable tower of flame.

On Saturday. police, who said they are investigat-
ing three different leads, secured a search warrant
for Ramos! home. They confiscated a sweate:
socks and shoes belonging to Reinaldo Negron. 40, who
police described as her boyfriend

Police Chief George Crimmins said the clothing

was just one more lead to follow up.”

Officals also are looking into charges by the
surviying tenants of gutted 102 12th St.. that Ramos

had been trying to force them out of the building for
about a year, and they believed she would resort to
burning them out if necessa

Ramos has denied making any threats. She ex
plained she has had little contact with the tenants,
having left responsibility for the building in the hands
of the superintendent, Caridad Capote.

Capote. who moved out of the building two months
ago. also denied that Ramos had threatened the
tenants,

But the tenants say they were terrified, first by
threats Ramos was alleged to have made a year ago
— after she failed to get a rent incre nd then
by a May 18 arson attempt. It was foiled by Angel
Caraballo, a young tenant who discovered three
molotov cocktails, one of them Iit, in the first-floor
hallw

Jennie Vega, 23, who lived in the building with her
two young children, said that since May she h:
sleeping at her sister-in-law's home on Hudson Street
fearful that she might be caught in an arson attack

*“When I was in the building, I would sleep with
my eyes open,” said Vega, who was with her sister-
in-law Saturday morning when her home erupted in
flames. “The tension was making me sick. and the
doctor said I should find another place to go. But 1
have two kids and apartments are too small. I was
looking, but there was nothing around.”

See TRAGEDY, Page 15
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HOBOKEN—Arson has been part of life in the
buildings of Olga Ramos.

This weekend, what police officials believe was the
fourth arson attack within a year on one of her
properties took the lives of 11" persons and leit 10
others homeless.

The Saturday morning blaze at 102 12th St. was
the city’s second fatal apartment house fire this
“month and sets the death toll for October at nine
children and four adults.

Officials do not believe the two blazes are linked.
but both were said to have been started in hallways.

County arson investigators at the scene of the 12th
Street fire indicated “some kind of liquid accelerant
had been poured into the hallway before the fire was
set, turning the core of the tenement into an im-
passable fower of flame.

On Saturday, police. who said they are investigat-
ing three different leads, secured a search warrant
for Ramos’ home, They confiscated a seater, jacket
socks and shoes belonging to Reinaldo Negron. 40, who
police described as her boyriend.

Police Chief George Crimmins said the clothing
“was just one more lead to follow up.”

Officals also ‘are looking into charges by the
surviving tenants of gutted 102 12¢h St., that Ramos
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A young boy stands silently in Hoboken last evening during a
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had been trying to force them out of the building for
about a year, and they believed she would resort to
burning them out if necessary.

Ramos has denied making any threats. She ex-
plained she has had little contact with the tenants,
having left responsibility for the building in the hands
of the superintendent, Caridad Capote.

Capote. who moved out of the building two months
ago. also denied that Ramos had threatened the
tenants.

Bt the tenants say they were terrified, first by
threats Ramos was alleged to have made a year ago
— after she failed to get a rent increase — and then
by a May 18 arson attempt. It was foiled by Angel
Caraballo, a voung tenant who discovered three
molotov cocktails, one of them Iit, in the first-floor
hallway.

Jennie Vega, 23, who lived in the building with her
two young children, said that since May she has been
sleeping at her sister-in-law's home on Hudson Street.
fearful that she might be caught in an arson atfack

“When [ was in the building. 1 would sleep with
my eves open,” said Vega, who was with her sister-
inlaw Saturday morning when her home erupted in
flames. “The tension was making me sick, and the
doctor said I should find another place to go. But T
have two kids and apartments are too small. T was
looking, but there was nothing around.”

See TRAGEDY, Page 15
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escheduling expected in January

Fire captains’ hearing postponed

By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—For the third time in as many months, the sched-
uled disciplinary hearing for five Hoboken fire captains who refused
in August to enter a building suspected of being an arson farget
has been postponed

A city law department spokeswoman said the department
expects fhe hearing (o be rescheduled for sometime early in
January

The hearing scheduled this afternioon was canceled at the request
of attorney David Solomon, who is representing the captains,
according 10 the law department spokeswoman. The hearing for
the captains. charged with insubordination. originally was set for
Sept

That hearing was canceled following a stormy confrontation
between city officials and the captains’ representatives, in which
Solomon accused the city of holding an unfair trial

The hearing was rescheduled for Nov. 29, but that was canceled
when it was learned the date had not been confirmed with Solomon
Solomon failed to appear at the hearing, and the trial could nof

The hearing then was rescheduled for today. and was confirmed
by both city officials and the captains’ representatives

Hoboken Public Safety Director James W. Giordano, slated to
be the arbiter in the hearing. could not be reached for comment
yesterday. Solomon also could not be reached for comment

The charges facing the five captains stem from their refusual
Aug. 3 to enter a building at 715 Clinton St. suspected of being an
arson target. The order o enter the building came only three days
after firefighters found a liquid accelerant and burned newspapers
on a stairwell inside the structure

The five told their superiors an inspection of a suspected arson
target should be conducted by armed police officers. They said the
inspection was not included in their contract

The city. however, argued the captains were shirking their
responsibilties by refusing to conduct the search. At the time of
the incident. Mayor Steve Cappiello labeled their action **a flagrant
disregard for human life.""

Solomon has said he would appeal a negative ruling made at
the disciplinary hearing. Bill Bergin, president of the Hoboken Fire
Officers” Union, which represents the captains, has indicated the

be held without adequate legal representation for the captains,

A Jersey City tenants group
has launched a round of meetings
with local assemblymen to enlist
their cooperation against five
anti-tenant bills now under
legislative consideration in
Trenton.

Three of the bills were in-
troduced by local state Sen.
Edward O'Connor. Of the
remaining bills, one known as
vacancy decontrol would remove
rent control from all vacant
apartments statewide. The other
would exempt from rent control
all'newly constructed apartments
for a period of 30 years.

Members of the Coalition to
Save Rent Control and other con-
cerned citizens have already met
with Sen. O'Connor and As-
semblyman Joseph Doria of
Bayonne. Other assemblymen
who have agreed to meet with the
group are Joseph Charles and
Robert Janiszewski.

‘‘We became deeply con-
cerned about the future of tenant
rights,"" recalled Norbert Herold,
Coalition spokesman, “‘when Sen.
0'Connor told us that the pen-
dulum is swinging the other way
in Trenton, swinging against

union expects the hearing to result in a negative decision

e R
Tenants move on deco

tenants.” O'Connor, he added,
supports the bills which the Coali-
tion opposes.

Herold estimated that there
are approximately 100 anti-tenant
bills being submitted or alrady
under consideration in Trenton.

Support against the statewide
vacancy bill (A1924) was
promised the Coalition by Doria,
said Herold, The legislator also
pledged his opposition to the 30
year rent-control exemption rule,
While having no position on the
three O'Connor bills which
facilitate evictions, Doria

reportedly off
them further.
“*Since ther

Herold said.
The bill (S.
passed the Senat}
an Assembly col
The state
decontrol bill is

meeting with
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tenants.” O'Connor, he added,
supports the bills which the Coali-
tion opposes.

Herold estimated that there
i 00 anti-t

them further.
‘Since thefe is
limit on initial fents

“We became deeply con-
cerned about the future of tenant

i recalled Norbert Herold,
Coalition spokesman, ‘‘when Sen.
O'Connor told us that the pen-
-dulum is swinging the other way
swinging against

y
th the

bills being submitted or alrady
under consideration in Trenton.
Support against the statewide
vacancy bill (A1924) was
promised the Coalition by Doria,
said Herold. The legislator also
pledged his opposition to the 30-
year rent-control exemption rule,
While having no position on the
three O'Connor bills which
facilitate evictions, Doria

rent control jis
Herold said. |

The bill (S383)

an Assembly comm

“‘We intend

Tenants move on decantrol -

reportedly offered to discuss

presently no
at newly con-

structed apartments, we agreed
that the 30:yedr exemption on

excessive,"'

has already

passed the Senate and is awaiting

ittee hearing.

The statewide vacancy
decontrol bill is/still in commit-
tee in the Assembly.

to continue

meeting with our legislators

¢

because we want them to get to
know us and us to know them,"”
Herold explained. ‘‘We also want
to let them know there's a voting
tenant movement here where
there wasn't one before."
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- Tenants turn against landlord

By BILL GYVES

senants currently are heating themselves with their
Staff Writer stoves.

* ° L]
BB e e o e setven iy C a I I vita I services I ac k’ n g Suinones sad o complaits could be etaya 0 e

Jandlord because before yestorday, Miejae had not been
ponants at 228 Madison St. apparently have crossed e seen for three weeks
battle line

| fireg Sure: today he’s around — you know that. 1t's the
The tenants yesterday filed a formal complaint with  the expense directly to Mieles Work to see that the tenants “‘are not exploited.”” | first of the month, she said, referring 1o the date the
the city against the landlord, Luis Mieles, arguing he Only 2% months 380, the itenants rallied behing ‘But’ inasmuch as this i 4 controversial issue, [ | tenants' rents are due.

is 2
has failed fo provide adequate heat and gtfe SStetial, Micles'at. a Municipall Counflappearanoc . mulliple | wouldn't do anything without. {10 law department's
services pafeay violations. But Casilda Quinones, president ot e gonsent.” Cappiello said
The tenants said they also intend to begin working  bullding fenant association, said things houe changed

| o e 28 tenants, however, will rof be paying Mieles
At Fent. according ‘to Rarmon' T an

Cappiello and other City officials have been em. | atlorney who has been representing the tenants
Wwith the'city in having Mieles removed as the building’s ‘I think he used us," Quinones said, “When he broiled in a battle with Mieles Since building inspectors | throughout the seven-month battle

landlord, thus having themselyes declared the owners  needed us, we were there. But when we need him, what Gited 223 Madison St. for Several safety violations, and Itizarry said he has scheduled a meeting with city
under a cooperative-management  agreement happened? the tenants were ordered out s a resyl,

officials for next week to diseyse. (e possibility of
In addition, the tenants are looking  to officials to Quinones said the building has been withoyt heat for Clity officials argued the tenants were asked to leave | Working with them to elp have Mieles' removed a5
alleviate their heating problem by enacting a ity ' oooiluation she says is complicated by the for their own safety, But the tenants said they were |landlord

gace letting the city purchase heating ofl an Rastact that Seven windows are missing. She 2o said the  heing harassed becaise. they are Hispanic. Mayor Steve Cg

Phiello said yesterday the eity woulg
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Who has written a song decrying Hoboken's transformation boom, carries his son

Hoboken’s gentrification blues
Sophisticates are changmg its village tone =

By Ermest Tollerson
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Hoboken sings gentrification blues
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large or small fires. He can raise rents so
that they become too high for present
residents to live there. ‘

One example of this, is that one 76 year
old man who was paying $182 a month
rent was told that his buiding was going to
be renovated. He would then have to pay
$550 a month in rent!

(There has recently been talk about
passing a similar vacancy decontrol billin
Newark).

People in Hoboken are fighting to
protect their homes. There have been
several community meetings, and a
demonstration of over 1000 people calling
on the City government to take steps to
stop arson and put the vacancy decontrol
bill to a popular vote.
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Hoboken Residents Fighting
For Their Homes

In the last 2 months in Hoboken, 15
pﬁuple have been killed in arson fires.
part of a pattern,” said *
o A R, aF 8 vt
community meeting held to discuss the
iseue. “Landlords, banks, and real state
mpanies want. to get tid of poor and
working people and make Hoboken a place
where only rich people can afford tolive.”
On Oct. 28, Ana Mercado, her husband,
her father and 4 children died in an arson

re.
2 children died in a fire on Park Ave.
nd on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2 more people
died in a fire at the American Hotel.
The problem has lasted for at least the
last 3 years, During that time,

families have been left homeless. In 1980-

81, there have been more than 100

“suspicious” fires in this tiny city.

(EHoboken fs only.1 sauate mile fo o)

Two of the buildings which had fires
ol
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thing they can to accomplish that goal.
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e et
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S Spposition from, Hobowen.citizen
Now landlords there may raise the rent
as much as the any time
Snaroment becomes vasens, The landlord
can avoid rent contral - which allows only
L rent increase each year. So with vacancy
decontrol, the landlords force people out of
eir uP rtments, so that they can raise
the rent.

How Do You Force Tenants Out?
A landlord can get people to move by
refusing to make repmrs Building condi-
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).

People in Hoboken are fighting to
e
several communit; i
demoustatiteotiover (0 pnls calling
on the City government to tal

sic-areon s it the vacancy docontrol
bill to & popular vote.

“We are not going to let them murder us.
and drive us out of our homes,” said one
resident at a recent rally. “We have aright
to live here. We're going to fig]

ere.

e Hoboken City Couneil scom to be
afraid of democracy.
refused to put mDX'vacuncy decontrol billto
a yole of the peaple

On Dec. 3, over a hundred residents
packed a City Council meeting there
demanding that the Council take some
action to stop the arson. Elizabeth
Gopeland, a 76 year old resident tied to
get_the City Council to put the
BFoblem on their agenda. But the Council
wanted to go on with business as usual,
even though everbody else in the room
watned the Council to do something to

5 democracy?” one resident
sskigiclizene wire forad vt
a squadron of policemen in

helmets with nightsticks

Several community groups are working
together to save peoples’ homes from arson
and outrageous rents, including: Emer-
gency Coalition to Save Rent Control in
Hoboken, Por La Gente, and New JErsey
All Peoples Congress, along with many
other pe

“We care about our lives and our h
and_the lives of our children. \Ve il
continue this fight until we win."

ersey

ity People

an

Come Back Home

The nexghhurhnod near Montgomery St.
in Jers lity was once home to 360
famhen, il oF who ot eviction notices
from the City and the Staf

O wart il

1 Fdjusd my KiOY here, My Jids raised
heic kids here, This ia hoois fo me.”
residents were

tions become s
outn dingusk; Haedk bursshonls sutoath

loroed m leave to make room for the

the City and private developers planned to
build over 500 spartments for low. and
le-incom resident

The families who wers’ evicted have

organized a group to make sure that their
right {0 return ie enforc

of the first things our group did

it b8 wucer, e sahtot at i fumien

who wanted to come back into the new

where

__MASHAM

METRO'S  NO. 1
MULTI ~DIMENSIONAL
SOUND & LIGHT

" DJ. SHOW

PAUL 482-5320
ERRY 589-5579

- said Luey Ortiz, ane of the
meinbers oFCRNIE G for the
“Thenwe looked at. the building
B mene o e
ments were not going {o be large enough
for our families.’

‘Through their meetings, negnhatmns
and pressure, the grot
bt b T
bedroom apartments for large families.
They also got priority for the displaced
people from the area.

The private developers have almost
finished construction but the City has
been delaying its part of the construction.

$ hard Work, but it can be done,
Tucy said. “PMIE AR s o s
if they stick together and don’t give up.

Reznak’s Tavern
105 Fleming - Ave.
»EWRa«

~—Hill For Hire—
680-9769
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Residentes de Hoboken
Lutam Pelas Suas Casas

Nos dltimos 2 méses em Hoboken, 15
pessoas perderam a vida em fogos postos.
“Qs incendios sdo postos sistematica-
mente,” disse um residente irado numa
reunidio da comunidade onde este assunto
foi discutido. “Senhorios, bancos e agen-

esté a pagar $675.000 pelo American Hotel
0s condominios probavelmente serdo com-
prados por gente rica que trabalha em
Manhatten.
O valor da_propriedade em Hoboken
subiu porque hd falta de casas. Muitos
fonai 1h

cias de venda de querem

deslocar os pobres e a classe operaria e

fazer de Hoboken um lugar onde 86 0s ricos.

possam viver.”

No dia 28 de Outubro, Ana Mercado, seu
pai e 4 criancas morreram

num fogo posto.

2 criancas morreram num incendio na
Park Ave,, e Sébado 21 de Novembro, 2
pessoas mais_morreram noutro incendio
no American Hotel

0 problema durou pelo menos 3 anos.
Neste espago de tempo deram-se 43 mortes.
em fogos postos em Hoboken. Em cada
caso dizias de familias ficaram sem casa.
Em 198081 aconteceram mais de 100
incendios ‘suspeitos’ nesta pequena cidade
(a superficie de Hoboken é uma milha
quadrada somente).

Dois dos edificios que arderam recente-
mente supde-se ido vendidos ao

a

a ew York

fem ir e vir didriamente. Senhorios.
agéncias de vendas de propriedades e
ancos, sabem disto. Sabem que se pode
fazer muito dinheiro e estio a fazer tudo o
que podem para realizar esse fim.

Em Julho, o Conselho Municipal de
Hoboken deu aos senhorios o que eles
queriam - descontrol de rendas - ainda
que 08 residentes se tenham 0posto a essa
resolugdio.

Agora os senhorios podem subir as
rendas sem limite sempre que uma casa
fique vaga. O senhorio pode evitar o

aumento_anual
cam o8 inquilinos a sair quando querem.

Como se forgam os inquilinos a sair?

Unm senhorio pode fazer com que 0 inqui
lino saia recusando-se a fazer obras. A con
digdes dos edifici -se tao horriveis.

serem
dos em condominios de luxo. O comprador

que os inquilinos saem em desespero. O
senhorio pode queimar gente com fogos
grandes ou pequenos. Pode fazer as rendas
fo altas que os inquilinos tenham de se

‘mudar.
Um exemplo disto foi um individuo com
182 por més.

para tomar as
termo aos fogos postos e deixar que o
povo vote no descontrol das rendas.
“Nés ndo vamos deixar que nos assassi-
nem © nos forcem @ abandonar as nossas

casas,” um residente. “Temos o
direito de aqui. Vamos lutar para
ficar aqu

i
O conselho Municipal de Hoboken pare-

ce ter
nunca_permitiran que 0
rendas fosse posto a voto.

No dia 3 de Dezembro mais de 100
residentes encheram a sala na sessfio da
camara exigindo que os vereadores tomas-

m medidas para parar os fogos postos.
Elisabeth Copeland, uma residente com 76
anos, experimentou fazer com que 0 ve-

medo da democracia: Até agora
descontrol de

T sala quizesse que se tomassem medidas
para parar com os fogos postos.

“E fsto uma democracia?” um residente
perguntou quando a assistendia foi forga-
da a deixar a sala pela policia armada de
capacetes ¢ casseletei i

Alguns grupos comunitdrios estdo a
trabalhar juntos para salvar as casas
contra fogos postos e rendas exagerades
incluindo: Coligagio Para Salvar o Con-
trol de Rendas em Hoboken, Por La Gente,
© New Jersey All Peoples Congresss, junta-

“Nos cuidamos das nossas vidas, das
nossas casas e dos nossos filhos. Continu-
aremos a lutar até a vitéria."

Mais Casas Para As Familias

Mais de 40 pessoas reuniram-se com re-
presentantes do Comité Central de Plane-
jamiento, no dia 7 de dezembro com a
finalidade de protestarem contra 05 novos.
planos de modificacio que sofrerd o

lificio Essex situado na Rua Orchard.

Membros da Associagio dos Moradores
da Rua Orchard, um grupo comunitrio
situado nos es do_edificio, nao
concordam com 08 novos planos pelo fato
deles terem excluido apartamentos com 4
dormitérios e por terem somente alguns
com 3 quartos.

“Fomos dispersos desta drea e portanto,
temos o direito de retornar para viver
nestes prédios,” disse o Sr. Andy Cappon.
“Muitas de nossas familias tem 3,45
criancas. Como moraremos em aparta-
mentos tdo pequencs com uma familia
numerosa?”

Membros do Comité de Apartamentos da
Prudential tambem nao concordam com
estes novos planos. “J tivemos o mesmo
problema e portanto, sabemos o quao mal
esto sera’ para os moradores,” di
membro. “Tinhamos o direito de voltar
para o edificio, porem a companhia nio
construiu nenhum apartamento com 4

P.6 - DEC./JAN. - IRONBOUND VOICES

quartos. Agora estfio a dizer que ndo
poderemos obter mais apartamentos com
aquelas dimensoes. Portanto, ndo deixem
acontecer com vogés oque aconteceu
conosco.”

A Cidade de Newark tampouco estd
interessada_em _construir apartamentos
para familias numerosas. O Comité de
Planejamento Central & suposto fazer a
fiscalizagao. No_entanto, eles tampouco
estlio_interessados no bem estar dos
cidadsios. Aprovam todos as modificagdes
sem levar em consideragdo o interesses.
dos moradores. Se construindo apartamen-
tos pequenos dé mais lucro porque
construir grandes. Eles nfo querem saber
se a familia tem 34,5 ou mais criancas.

“um desses construtores disse-me recen-
temente que ndio existem mais familias
grandes em Newark. Se por acaso existem

‘minoria estiipida por terem

tamento de Planejamento
Central tem ignorado tudo que as pessoas
to, e tem aprovado planos de
qualquer maneira, sem levar em conta 08
direitos dos futuros moradores.
reunifio em que estavam presentes varias

pessoas de lingua Espanhola e que
entendiam pouco o Inglés, gostariam que a
Teunido fosse traduzida para o espanhol
Todayia, os responsaveis pela reuniao nao
permitiram. O resultado foi que muitos ndo

entenderam absolutamente nada.
“Eles agiram como se néo estivessemos
vez

daqui.” Todavia estas pessoas nao. daréo o
brago a tor: Disseram: “Lutaremos
pelos nossos direitos de permanecermos
aqui.”

Este grupo destemido estio realmente
batalhando arduamente. Como Djsseram.
“Temos o direito de ter uma casa e um
lugar seguro para nossos filhos, como todo
ser humano normal.”

A. Perez
Accounting Service

51 Fleming Ave.
Newark, N.J. 07105




A split in the ranks of the Hudson
County legislative delegation could be
coming soon because of several bills af-
fecting tenants and rent controls.

Three of the bills, introduced by
Sen. Edward O’Connor of Jersey City,
have drawn protests from local tenant
groups, and several other local

‘legislators have indicated they will not
support all three bills.

In particular is a bill to allow
landlords to evict tenants to make room
for members of the owner's immediate
family, including parents and children.

ut there are two other bills which
will definitely not get the support of
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under previous owners, but not

ffice. Amoruso said many

Amoruso said yesterday he
n

rent registrations

ot reg

Hoboken pressures

Rent bills heat up |

By Peter Weiss

most of Hudson's legislators, although
the Jersey City administration will sup-
port them fully.

ne would implement statewide
vacancy rent decontrol and the other

Political whirl

would give 30-year rent control exemp-
tions for new construction anywhere in

measures, the city administ
the state. could have its way without taki
Those bills would help Mayor hea

Gerald McCann out of an embarassing
spot.

decontrol bill was thwarted by
cessful

although it did not occupy the
spotlight as vacancy decontrol.

Hudson County, it is certain that
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The administration’s own vi

referendum drive,

If the state enacted

in rentpayer-domi

#D

With between 30 and 40 per-
cent of the cit: buildings still
not registered as required under
rent laws, Hoboken City Clerk
Anthony Amoruso said he will be
asking other departments for
help.

Amoruso said yesterday he
was working on a system to have
Tax Collector Louis Picardo
reports any sales of buildings to
his office. Amoruso said many
buildings have been registered
under previous owners, but not
under the present ones.

Also, Amoruso said he has
asked the new Rent Control Ad-
ministrator Joseph Santiago to
continue sending reports of
buildings that have not been
properly registered. He said that
many of the unregistered
buildings have been caught when
the owners apply for rent in-

Hoboken pressures
rent registrations

creases or when tenants com-
plain about conditions at the
building.

Under the city’s rent control
ordinance, all buildings, except
owner-occupied units, must
register with Amoruso's office.
Failure to do so could result in
fines between $100 and $500.

Although the ordinance has
been in effect for over a year,
Amoruso said only 60-70 percent
of all buildings have been
registered

Men take car

Three men, one armed with a
gun, took a 1980 car from Felix
Hernandez, 58, of New York City,
asshe was about to get into the
vehicle outside of 563
Montgomery St., Jersey City, last
night, police reported.




A spl

County legislative delegation coul
soon because of several bills af-
fecting tenants and rent controls. Gut ol

re

Sen. Edward O'Connor of Jersey City,

have dra

‘legislators have indicated they wil not
support all three

In

landlords to evict tenants to make room
for members of the owner's immediate
family, ineluding parents and children

will denmmxy not get_the support of

oboken pressures
rent registrations

-

By Peter Weiss
lit in the ranks of the Hudson  most of Hudson's legislators, although

ld be the Jersey Cllyadmlmsl ration sup-
port. mem

implement statewide

e of the bills, introduced by vacancy ren( decontrol and the other

wn protests from local tenant ™ N
several other local Political whirl

bills.

rticular is a bill to allow

would give 30-year rent control exemj
tions for new construction anywhere in
the state.
Thosi
there are two other bills which Gerald MeCann out of an embarassing

£2 §F B:58

8. E¢ o223

Bt 2=y

o tE=iuostng With between 30 and 40 per-
“EZ w»33E SoR cent of the city's bt
SE-CaoEoSoSTh not re i

£ OTESASETSE rent laws, Hoboken City Clerk
*. 2SEssgePER Anthony Amoruso sald he wil be
53 La8 F573 asking other departments for
oawine SEcY Sy el

LUEESL E2-8 joruso said yesterday he
ge55£2 551 was workin stem to have
£23 Ez 2Eo® Tax Collector Louis Picardo

reports any sales of buildings to

Amoruso said many
£ve been registered
fous owners, ‘but not

per-
Il be

Picardo
been .

150 said he

reports of

required under
have not
tered. He said that

ent laws, Hoboken City Clerk
id yesterday he.

s buildings
a system 1o have

Loui

sending reports of
that have not been
Bistered. He said that
Bine unregistered
ave been caught when
5 apply for rent in-

%

ered a

With between 30 and 40
ng other departments for
Also, Amoruso said he ha

asked the new Rent Control Ad-

Fent of the ¢
nthony Amorus
Amoruso sa
was working on
x Collector

ot reg

under the present ones.
the_owners amly

&
=
E

L/,‘b)j /.i/,;.f//g
Rent bills heat up legislators

decontrol bill was thwarted

measures,
could have its way without taking the
bills would help Mayor heat

Hudeon Comty 1 oo o ‘many

D | /AR
Hoboken pressures
rent registrations

‘The administration’s own vacancy.

roto wi

proposal rather than risk a defeat at the

polls. Likewise, his proposed exemp-
tion from controls for all new and
renovated buildings was stymied,
although it did nol occupy the same
spotlight as vacancy decontre

State enasted
the.city

those
administration

in_rentpayer-dominated

creases or when tenants com-
plain_about conditions at the

Under the city’s rent control
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owner-occupied unifs, must
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Montgomery St.. Jorsey Llly ot
night, police reported

legislators are not going to heed the
mayor’s call

They didn't 8t al oss week,
regarding the graduated income tax.
ayor sent hurried word
phone on the day the Assembly was to
Vote on a graduated income tax, order-
ing the Hudson delegation to abstain or
vote against it. The reasoning was that
it might help persuade Gov. Thomas
Kean 0 aid the financially-troubled
Jersey City Medical Center.
the, Hudson delegation had
already pledged its support
Democratic IEadzr:hlp Kean als
would try to help the hosplla]
regardless of the vote oy the e grad
The tax passed the As-
sembly by two votes
mblyman. Thomas Cowan of
Jersey City dbstained; anyway, leading
some’ observers to conclude_ that he
may be getting ready for the June
primary, where one of his 32nd district
opponents could be

Robert Janieszewski of Jersey City
Now he can brand Janiszewski as pro-
income tax.

"

Change-of-government supporters
in Jersey City might not admit it
publicly, but they probably have the
Law Department to thank for getting
the referendum on the ballot. If the city
lawyers had not objected several times
fo the submission of obviously insuf-
ficient petitions, Community Action for
Responsive Efficient Government
would not have had the valuable extra
e which resulted from court-
imposed delays in which to get enough
siguaires.

McCann_probably owes
i etk oo mayor as much to CARE
chairman Paul e as to anyone,
because of the massacre Byrme helped
orchestrate on the pubi
former Sen. Waller Shet,the mayor’s
tival fn last year's funof
only seven weeks to the
referendum, the McCann administra-
tion is hoping its hastily patched-up dif-
ferences stay under cover for just a lit-
tle while longer. Even aide John Vicari,
the Jersey City Democratic chairman,
has been nice things about
Deputy Mayar Nicholas Introcaso.

’s receipt last week of a
S4t-million federal grant can't hart the
administration politically.

counters Tuch of the
criticism McCann has received for be-
in 2y with Republicans on the
nitional and State Ievel.

L Secretary Raymond
Donovan, with whom McCann worked
on the President's 1980 campaigh, wos
instrumental in getting approval for the

According to one top city develop-
ment official, the Reagan administra-
tion wanted 4 urban area in Which i
could showcase its economi
programs, ‘and Jersey City provided
e best combination of s mafor cly in
great need of assistance which had a
mayor who would not be loathe to give
the Republicans. credl

- mme'_NnmL
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the owners app

gislators

legislators are not BOINg to heed the
mayor's call.

"

They didn’t heed his call last week,
regarding the graduated income tay.

he mayor sent hurried word by
phone on the day the Assembly was ty
Vote on a graduated income tax, order-
ing the Hudson delegation to abstain or
Yote against it. The reasoning was that
it might help persuade Gov. Thomas
Kean to aid the financially-troubled
Jersey City Medical Center.

But the Hudson delegation had
already pledged its support to the
Democratic leadership. Kean also said
he would try to help the hospital
regardless of the vote on the graduated
on, who would have run w @

former against Mayor Steve Cap-
;?;llo two §ears ago, but for health
roblems, must now be surprised to
find himself labeled an old-line pol.

But that is what has been happen-
ing since school board member Steven
Block announced his is seeking Wilson’s

Xt year.
SO otk wes appointed by Cappiello,
but has since split with the mayor. His
plans to run were not changed by a visit
from former Council President Martin
Brennan, who may be seeking to
avenge himself against Wilson next
year. Wilson upset Brennan in 1979.
.
e problems being experienced by
the F;n'r)\ Hudson Council of Mayors in
holding on to its members could be the

4 result of former Union City Mayor

i V. Musto’s legal problems.
%‘Illx?ulgh Musto still influences events
there, now that he is no longer a mayor
or state senator there may be no one
with the clout or magnetism to hold the
alliance together. Hoboken Mayor
Steve Cappiello has his hands full riding
herd on his fellow members of the
county board of freeholders.




By Randolph Diamond"

More than 125 men, women and children
have died in fires in Hudson County in the
last four years.

Many of those deaths were in suspicious
fires and almost all occurred in Jersey City
and Hoboken.

In the last year, there have been 37 fire
deaths in the county and at least 25 of them
were in fires officially described as
“'suspicious.”

Last Wednesday in Jersey City there
were se fire deaths. Six of them were in a
fire not found suspicious. The seventh death
was murder and arson, police declared.

However, Hudson County’s Arson Squad,
which consisted of four full-time staff
members, was disbanded last year after
federal funds ran out.

The squad’s former members now work
in the prosecutor’s office in various
capacities.

Jack Hill, an assistant prosecutor who
was a member of the Arson Squad, says they
are available to do investigations of
suspicious fires.

But the arson specialists no longer con-
duet educational programs; nor do they
supervise training programs for law enforce-
ment personnel; nor do they engage in long
‘range anti-arson planning.

“We're only basically reacting now,"”
said Hill. “It’s certainly not as desirable as
our former program.”
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By Randolph Diamond”

More than 125 men, women and cl
have died in fires in Hudson -County

st four years.

Many of those deaths were in suspicious
fires and almost all occurred in Jersey City
and Hoboken.

In the last year, there have been 37 fire
deaths in the county and at least 25 of them
were in fires officially described as
*'suspicious.”

Last Wednesday in Jersey City there
were seven fire deaths. Six of them were ina

spicious. The seventh death

s
was murder and arson, police declared.

However, Hudson County’s Al
which consisted of four full-tim
members, was disbanded last year after
federal funds ran out.

The squad’s former members now work
in the prosecutor’s office in various
capacities.

Jack Hill, an assistant prosecutor who
was a member of the Arson Squad, says they
are available to do investigations of
SuSpic fires.

But the arson specialists no longer con-
duet educational programs, nor do they
supervise training programs for law enforce-
ment personnel; nor'do they engage in long

-arson planning.

“iwe're only basically reacting now,"”
said Hill. “It's certainly not as desirable as
our former program.”

‘But the prosecutor does have some long
range anti-arson plans. A newly acquired
computer will be programmed with informa-
tion about various Hudson County buildings
to determine which ones would be suscepti-
ble to arso

This is similar to an anti-arson program
in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn prepared

es, a Hoboken resident.
ters and a grant from the
Ford Foundation, Hine has been able to pin-
point Flatbush buildings susceptible to

“It took two years to develop the
programming necessary to feed information
about 1,200 buildings into the computer,’
Said Hine. “We have pinpointed 10 buildings
that look like they are in the greatest danger
of being torched.

““We are working with the landlords and
tenants of those buildings to have the eity
fire marshal inspect them.”

See MORE — Page 27.
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By BILL GYVES
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—A hearing scheduled for a land-
lord accused of submitting fraudulent receints
in order to secure approval from the city for a
78-percent rent increase for his building at 923
Garden St. has been postponed at the request of
the landlord's attorney, who said he has not seen
his client in six weeks.

George B. Campen, who is representing
Union City landlord Prataprai P. Mody, filed the
postponement request Wednesday with the rent-
leveling™ and stabilization board. The. board
granted Campen a three week extention, setting
a Dec. 23 dote for the hearing that was orginally
scheduled for Tuesday.
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Landlord’s fraud ca

Campen, in an interview. said he has not had
any communication with Mody since the landlord
left the country six weeks ago for a trip to India
But, Campen said. Mody is expected to return
early next month

Last month, the Hudson County Prosecutor
Office joined the board in investigating charge:
that Mody submitted several fraudulent receipts
in order to secure the rent increase under {he
substantial rehabilitation section of the city's
rent-leveling ordinance

The section states that a building may be
removed from rent controls if its landlord can
prove he has performed renovations totaling at
least 100 percent of the building’s assessed
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Local ;
se put off

The board granted Mody the 78-percant in-
crease in March, after he submitted receipts for
$51,482 worth of renovations. The increase raised
tenants' rents $154. from $196 to $350, and
reportedly forced three of the building’s seven
families to leave the structure

But a memo from Business Administrator
Edwin Chius said an investigation later indicated
that Mody padded the $51.482 figure by submit-
ting receipts with inflated totals

Six contractors have been subpoenaed to
appear at Mody’s hearing. In addition, Mody and
several of his tenants are expected to festify at
the Dec. 21 hearing
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By BILL GYVES

Staff Writer

N—The Hoboken Rent-Leveling and Stabi-
ard has reversed its March decision granting
@ 78-percent rent increase 1 & landlord later found to
have submitted fraudulent receipts to get city approval
Prataprai P. Mady of this city has been under
investigation by both"the board and Hudson County
Prosecutor's Office on charges that he submitted to the
city several fraudulent receipts for renovation work
that was never done on his building at 923 Garden St

The Dispatch. Hudson/Bergen Counties,

.« N.J. Thursday. Dec. 23, 1982

Board reverses rent hike for H

leveling| ordinance
The ‘ordinance states
moved from rent-control

its landlord can prove he has performed renovations
st 100 percent of the building's assessed

totaling at
value,

In March the board reviewed the receipts submitted
by Mody and granted him the increase. which raised
rents al 923 Garden St. $15¢ each unit — from $196 to

$350 — effective in May

Mody did not testify at hi f?maring

Exceptions to the ruling Will be rents for four
tenants who moved into the building after the hike
became effective. {

George B. Campen. an attorfiey representing Mody
said yesterday that he planned: to appeal the board's
decision to Hudson County Superior Court

According to sources, Mofly remains under in-
vestigation by the Hudson County Prosecutor’s Office.
which entered the probe in Ogtober.

that a building may be re-
restrictions for 13 months if
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City officials
receipts to secure
substantial rehabil

charge that Mody submitted the
approval for the increase under the
itation section of Hoboken's rent-
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But at a marathon
the board rescinded jts Mareh ruling and ordered Mody
to return the rents to their former rate prior to the
hike starting in February

Hour meeting Tuesday night. di
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Haydee Morales. president of the building’s primari-
ly Hispanic tenant associationy could nSt be reached
yesterday for comment. But Jiian Garcia, a leader of
Hoboken's Hispanic community. said the tenants were

oboken landlord

not entirely happy with the board’s ruling
Garela has criticized the city for not thoronghly
investigating Mody's receipts prior to granting ap-
proval for the rent hike in March
“The board has whitewashed the fact that the city
as involved in this. Now the city comes out looking
good,”" Garcia said
*Mody ends up. winning in the long run anyway. He
hasn't been fined. and he got rid of three Hispanic
families'" who had been tenants in the building, Garcia
said
The rent hike reportedly forced three Hispanic
families to leave because they could not afford the §350
monthly rent
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Rent board meet

The Guttenberg rent control
board will hold its regular
onthly meeting tonight at 8
m. in the council chambers at
own hall
{ A decision will be rendered
bn whether or not to-call back
fent increase awarded toth
owner of 431 70th Street. Town of]
Llcmls have reviewed the casq
ased on complaints
ents ‘were increased beyond
Whatsthey were supposed to have,
bE?ﬂ

despite violatiohs

NORTH BERGEN—The township The commission‘acted on the ad-
commissioners Voted_yesterday-to—viee of Township Attorney Dennis
grant a 5-percent hardship-rent-in-_ Qury 0-Said that no formal ob-
crease to a man the state has called Jections had been filed by tenants
one of the 10 worst landlords in New  despite. the. fat that two_tenants
Jersey protested the rent increase at the
ct. 21 Township Commission meet.
Robert Severino, owner of 285 75th  ing
St., Is listed by the state Depart-
ment of Community: Affairs as one
of the 10 worst landlords in New

Severino has been hit with 30
building code violations by the town.
ship as the result of an inspection
conducted in late October,

He has 21 days left of a 30-day
period to fix these violations. 1f they
persist after the deadline, thé build-
This building is one of 89 Severino ing code calls for a total daily fine
415 in Hudson County ranging from $50 to

e —

and install smoke alarms
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