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PREFACE,

In the summer of 1869, while the author was investigating
the title to the land now owned by the National Storage Com-
pauy, near Communipaw, he had occasion to examine some old
records. These awakened an interest in the past of this vicinity,

which has increased with the subsequent years of research and

toil. The following pages are the result. Whatever may be its
imperfections, the candid reader may safely credit the author
with considerable “ work and labor done and performed,” as the
lawyers say, and an honest endeavor truthfully and impartially
to reproduce the past and perpetuate the present, for the pleasure
or profit of the future.

Not a statement has been made without authority for its justi-
fication ; not a fact which could throw light upon or add interest
to whatever has happened within the County has been omitted,
so0 far as the same came to his knowledge.

The records at Albany, Trenton, Hackensack, Amboy and
New York, besides many books, papers and private manuscripts,
have been consulted. These have been depended on in prefer-
ence to memories approaching the “ forgetfulness of all things.”
The County was no inconsiderable part of New Netherland, and
its history is contemporary and its government one with New
Amsterdam. This suggested the starting point for investiga-
tion. It has been carried from that point until the present time.
There cannot be much doubt but many interesting facts have

rd



iv PREFACE.

escaped discovery; yet, it is believed, somewhat has been found
and recorded new and interesting to the reader.

As, until a few years ago, the residents in the County were
mostly comprised in a few families, the genealogies of these
families are here inserted. In their preparation much assistance
has been obtained from the records of the old churches. These
in that early day were kept in a manner which should make the
keepers of modern church records ashamed of their carelessness.

The sketches of some of the churches would have been more
complete, had not persons who might be supposed to be inter-
ested therein been quite so indifferent.

To those who have by their subscriptions encouraged the au-
thor to publish this work he is profoundly grateful, and trusts
they may have no cause to regret their part in its publication.

C.H W.

Jersey Ciry, February, 1874.
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HISTORY OF HUDSON COUNTY.

CHAPTER I.—1609—1638.

Claims of the early Discoverers—Arrival of Henry Hudson—The object of his
expedition—Discovery of Newark Bay—Its severai names—Attacked
by the Indians—Names of Hudson’s river—He Anchors in Weehawken
Cove—Description of the country—The Dutch West India Company
chartered—Plans of the Company to settle the country—Michael
Pauw purchases of the natives, Hoboken, Ahasimus, Aressick and Staten
Island—Names the colonie, Pavonia—First settlement in the County—
Arrival of Bout—Arrival of Van Voorst—Feast at his house in Hargsimus
—Contest between Pauw and the Directors—He sells Pavonia.

ConcernNING the discovery of the harbor of New York and the
adjacent country much has been written,and different conclusions
reached. It may, however, be safely asserted that the honor of
its discovery does not belong to the distinguished commander of
¢ de Halve Maan.” In 1497, Jean and Sebastian Cabot, under
commission of Henry VII. of England, sailed along the coast of
North America, and claimed for their master the entire country,
the shore of which they occasionally saw at a distance.!

In 1524, Jean de Verrazzano, a Florentine, in the service ot
Francis I., King of France, is supposed to have visited the bay of
New York.? Governor Stuyvesant, in his *“ Manifesto” to the
Governor of Maryland, says: “The French were, in the year of
our Lord God Almighty 1524, the second followers of the dis-

covery in these northern parts of this America by Johan de
Verrazzano.”®

1 0Cal,N. N.,1.,28. 2 Baneroft, U. 8,, 4., 17.
3 Col. Hist. of N. Y., 1., 149.



2 HISTORY OF HUDSON COUNTY.

In 1525, Estevan Gomez, a Portuguese in the service of the
Emperor, Charles V., who had fitted out the expedition for the
purpose of discovering a shorter passage to the Moluccas,' visited
the bay of New York. How thorough his explorations were is
not known. As late as 1679 there was a tradition among the
Indians that the Spanish were here before the Dutch, and that
from them the natives obtained the maize or Spanish wheat.? On
Ribero’s map, which embodies the outlines of the map of Gomez,
the whole country, from New Jersey to Rhode Island, is called
the land of Estevan Gomez®

In 1598, some Dutch in the employ of the Greenland Com-
pany came into the bay of New York, and, intending to use it
for winter shelter, erected a “little fort” against the incursions
of the Indians.* )

By virtue of the discoveries of Verrazzano, Henry IV. of
France, in 1603, gave to Des Monts that portion of the country
lying between the fortieth and forty-sixth degrees of north lati-
tude. This included the greater part of New Jersey. But the

! Biddle's Life of Cabot, 271.

8 Long Isl. Hist. Soc., 1., 273. S Hudson's S8adding Directions, 45.

4 Col. Hist.of N. Y., i.,149. In a letter (now in my poesession) written by
Robert Morris of New York to Abraham Ogden of New Jersey, dated Nov. 4,
1785, occurs the following passage: “ The only valuable property at Pavonia
was within a fort which continued necessary for its original purposes, to wit :
a defence againet the Indians,” etc. Where Mr. Morris obtained his authority
for the statement it would be difficult to tell.

It is proper to bear in mind that the Dutch generally denied all discoveries
of the Hudson river prior to 1609 ; at least they denied that the natives recol-
lected, or even had a tradition, that the bay had ever been visited by white men.
Van Der Donck, who arrived in New Amsterdam in 1642 and wrote a descrip-
tion of the country in 1653, says: ‘ The Indians, many of whom are still living,
and with whom I have conversed, declare freely that before the arrival of the
Low Land ship, the Half Moon, in the year 1609, they did not know that there
were any other people in the world than those who were like themselves, much
less any people who differed so much in appearance from them as we did.” XN.
Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8, 137. The poetical account of the first arrival of Euro-
peans at York Island which the Rev. John Heckewelder, a Moravian missionary
in Pennsylvania, received from the [ndians, bears out the same belief, that
Hudson was the first white arrival. Ibid,71. The weight of evidence, how-
ever, seems to be against the position.




HENRY HUDSON. 3

grant of the French King was ignored by James I. of England,
who, in 1606, granted to Edward Maria Wingfield' and his
associates, under the name of the South Virginia or London
Company, the land between the thirty-fourth and forty-first de-
grees of north latitude, and to the North Virginia Company he
gave the land lying between the thirty-eighth and forty-fifth de-
grees of north latitude.?

While these bold navigators were facing the dangers of un-
known seas, and monarchs were elated at the prospect of extend-
ing their sway over a new and wonderful land, events were trans-
piring in Europe which were destined to plant an empire on the
banks of the Hudson. Notwithstanding the severe measures
adopted by Charles V. and Philip II. to destroy the freedom and
enterprise of Holland, that indomitable people not only baffled
their foes in the field, but, in the midst of their cruel oppressions
and the fires of long years of wars, kept alive a keen appetite
for trade and adventure, and extended their commerce to every
sea. The Spaniards had attempted to destroy the Dutch trade to
the Indies, and the Netherland merchants now boldly sought
a route to that El Dorado by the way of the northwest.
To accomplish this, Henry Hudson, whom the Dutch writers
call “the bold Englishman,” was induced to enter the service
of the Dutch East India Company. He was an experienced
navigator, had already, under the patronage of some London
merchants, made two attempts (in 1607 and 1608) to discover
his favorite passage, and still had unshaken faith in final success.
The Company put him in command of a yacht or “ Vlie boat™®
called the Half Moon,! of thirty lasts® burden, and manned by a

! Wingfield was one of the Councillors of the Virginia Company of London,
and chosen its first president. He was a grandson of Sir Robert Wingfield of
Huntingdonshire, and son of Thomas Maria Wingfield, so christened by Queen
Mary and Cardinal Pole. Camden Soc. Pub., No.43. He invested £88 in the
venture. Force's Coll., iii.

2 It will be observed that the two grants lap between the 88th and 41st de-
grees, Why this was 8o, unless to reduce the prior grant, I do not know.

3 80 called from being built to navigate the Vlie, or Texel. The name is now
corrupted into “ Fly Boat.” ¢ De Halve Maan.

5 A last is nearly two tons —zwaarte van 4,000 pond.
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crew of twenty, partly Dutch and partly English. By his agree-
ment with the Company, dated January 8, 1609, he was to sail
about the first of April in search of a passage by the north side
of Nova Zembla, and to continue along that parallel until he was
able to sail south to the latitude of sixty degrees, and then hasten
back to report to his employers. For this service he was to
receive eight hundred guilders, and in case he did not come back
within a year, then they were to give his wife two hundred -
guilders more. In case he found the passage, then the Company
were to reward him  for his dangers, trouble and knowledge in
their discretion.” He was ordered “to think of discovering no
other routes or passages except the route around by the north and
northeast above Nova Zembla;” but if this could not be accom-
plished at that time, * another route would be the subject of con-
sideration for another voyage.” Bound by his instructions not
to go south of the sixtieth degree of north latitude, he sailed
from the Texel, April 6, 1609. Disregarding his instructions,
however, in his anxiety to discover his favorite object, he coasted
along from Newfoundland as far south as the Chesapeake, and,
returning, cast anchor inside of Sandy Hook, on the third of
September. Before him rose the Highlands of the Navesinck,
while upon hisleft lay the shores of Monmouth. Ie pronounced
the surrounding country “a very good land to fall in with, and
a pleasant land to see.” Here he lay for a few days, cultivating
an acquaintance with the Indians, who seemed highly pleased
with the pale face. *The people of the country came aboard of
us, seeming very glad of our coming, and brought green tobacco,
and gave us of it for knives and beads. They go in deer-skins
loose, well dressed. They have yellow copper. They desire
clothes, and are very civil’”® On the morning of the sixth,
John Colman, with four men, was sent to sound the river
opening to the north. Passing through the Narrows, they found

! Henry Hudson in Holland, by H. C. Murphy.
2 Called by the Indians, Naosh, 5. ¢., & poiat surpassing all others.
38 Juet's Journal of Hudson's Voyage. N. Y. Hist. Coll., N. 8., ., 828.
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“ g very good riding:for ships,”* and “a narrow.river to the west-
ward between two islands.’® They found the shores on both
sides “ as pleasant with Grasse, and Flowers, and goodly Trees, as
ever they had seene, and very sweet smells came from them.
So they went in two leagues and saw an open sea.”® On their
retarn they were attacked by twenty-six Indians in two canoes,
and Colman was killed.* His remains were interred at Sandy
Hook, and the spot was named Colman’s Point.® On the eleventh
Hudson passed through the Narrows and anchored near the mouth
of the Kill Van Kull, “and saw that it was a very good harbor
for all winds.” The next afternoon he went up the bay six miles
—about opposite Communipaw. The surrounding country im-
pressed him with being “as pleasant a land as one need tread
upon.” At seven o’clock the next morning he hoisted anchor
for the exploration of the lordly river, which he hoped would
lead him to the Indies; but which, instead of bearing his trusty
ship to the shores of the Orient, will, as long as its waters roll on

! Hudson's Journal. This was the upper bay, or “ Great Bay,” as Van Der
Donck calls it, Moulton, ., 214, or quasi per excellentiam, « The Bay.” N. Y.
Hist. Soc., N. 8., ., 140.

2 This was the Kill van Kull, or Het Kill van ket Cull, §. 6., the creek of
the bay. A kill may be either an inlet or an outlet. The name is now applied
to the outlet of Newark Bay. At one time the same name was applied to Pin-
horne’s Creek, which is an inlet. At times it has been called After Skull River
and Kill van Corle.

This was Newark Bay, afterward called Het Achter Cull,i. e., the back
bay, to distinguish it from “ The Bay,” or New York Bay. By the Dutch it
was also written Aghter and Achter Coll, N. Y. Hist. Soc., 2d, 8.,4.,98; and by
the English After Coll, Col. Hist.of N, Y., ., 576, and applied to the territory
bordering on the Kills, between Elizabeth and Amboy, as well a8 to the bay
itself. It was afterward corrupted into Arthur Cull and After Kull.

4 This attack was probably made at the mouth of the Kill van Kuall. It is
also probable that the canoes were from Manhattan, for the Indians on the Jer-
sey shore visited the ship the next day, and seemed to be ignorant of what had
happened. This, I think, would not have been the case had the attack been
made by any of their neighbors on the west side of the bay. It must also be
borne in mind that there was no intercourse between the tribes on the opposite
sides of the river. They were infessissimi hostes. Moulton, 1., 219.

§0°Cal., N. N.,i.,88; N. Y. Hist. Col, 5., 824.



6 HISTORY OF HUDBON COUNTY.

to the sea, bear his name down to posterity.! He did not return
until the second of October, when, having been attacked by the
Indians at the head of Manhattan Island, he bore gradually across
the river, and anchored in Weehawken Cove, just above Castle
Point? On the fourth, with fair weather and a northwest wind,
he weighed anchor, and, bidding a final adieu to the river he had
explored, passed through the Kills to Amboy, and thence stood
out to sea.?

! The Hudson River has had many names, some of them striking and besu-
tiful. The Iroquois called it Cokohatatea, i. ¢., *“the great river having
mountains beyond the Cohoh.” The Mohegans called it the Shatemuc, . e.,
“the place of the pelicans.” The Delawares named it Mahican-ittuck, ¢. e.,
“ the River of the Mohegans.” By the Spaniards it was named Rio S¢. Antonio,
in honor of 8t. Anthony; Rio de Montaigne, from the movntains through
which it flows. Dr. Asher thinks they also called it Rio de Gomez, in honor of
the navigator. Hudson’s Sailing Directions, 47. The French called it Reviers
des Montaignes. The Dutch named it De Groote Rivier, because of its magni-
tude; Noordt Rivier, i. ., North River, to distinguish it from De Zuydt Rivier,
i. ¢., South River, or Delaware ; D¢ Groote Noordt Rivier van Nieuw Neder-
landy, 3. e., The Great North River of New Netherland ; Mauritius, in honor of
Prince Maurice (Watson, Historic Tales, 21, and Schoolcraft, Proc. N. Y. Hist-
Soc., 1844, 94, say that this last name was not applied until 1628, but Broadkead,
i., 45., says it was already thus known in 1611); Riviere van den Vorst Mauri-
tius. Col. Hist. of N. Y.,5.,18. It was also called The River of Pavonta, I1bid,
151, and The River of Manakata. The people of New England called it The
Mohegan River. It was reserved for the English to honor their brave country-
man by naming it Hudson’s Riv .

2 Juet’s language is this: ¢ Within a while after we got down two leagues
beyond that place, and anchored in a bay clear from all danger of them on the
other side of the river, where we saw a very good piece of ground ; and hard
ty it there was a cliff that looked of the color of white green, as though it were
either a copper or silver mine; and I think it to be one of them by the trees
that grow upon it ; for they be all burned, and the other places are as green as
grass.” N. Y. Hist. Col., N. 8., 4., 881. The description answers to Hoboken in
every particular. Theonly difficulty about it is, he says, “ It is on that side of
the river that is called Manna-hata.” One of two things I think is certain,
either he intended this last remark to apply to the place where the Indians at-
tacked the vessel, or the translator is in error.

8 It was during this visit that the whites introduced to the Indians the most
deadly enemy of their race. They were not slow to learn that wine tastes bet-
ter than water., and the wild joy of one debauch gave strong invitation to an-
other. While they were a free people, unaccustomed to servitude, and therefore



DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY. ('

Although Hudson failed in the direct object of his ambition,
to him must be accorded the honor of making known to Europe
the finest harbor of the western world and the great river which
is an enduring monument to his memory. He had incidentally
opened to the old world the loveliest and richest part of the
new, where nature seemed to have scattered her gifts from a full
hand. The forests abounded in all kinds of useful and orna-
mental trees, many of them bearing delicious fruit. Vines grew
everywhere, yielding in abundance. Plants of nearly every
variety grew in great profusion, useful for food and for medicine.
Through the forests roamed innumerable buffaloes, panthers,
bears, deer, elk, foxes, wildcats, wolves, raccoons, beavers, otters,
musks, hares, rabbits, squirrels and ground-hogs. These invited
the Indian to the chase, for they supplied him with both food and
clothing. The fowls of the air were numerous and of great
variety. In the waters of the bay and river life was not less
active and varied. At times the bay appeared to be alive with
water fowl. The swans, similar to those in the Netherlands and
‘ full aslarge,” were 8o numerous that the water and shores where
they resorted appeared * as if dressed in white drapery.” There
were three kinds of wild geese, so numerous that sixteen were
killed at ashot ; ducks, widgeons, teal, brant, blue-bills, whistlers,
coots, eel-shovelers, and pelicans,® with many strange fowls, some

had not in their language a word to express “ subjection,” so, being a temper-
ate people, unused to “ hot and rebellious liquors,” they had no word in their
language to express “ drunkenness.” It was left to the pale face to name the
monster they had brought to the red man.

! N.'Y. Hist. Ool., N. 8,4, 174. The upland which lay in the vicinity of
the intersection of Grand street and Hudson avenue was known by the Dutch
from the earliest times as Swane Punt, s. ¢., Swan's Point. It is probable that
the place received its name from the fact that it was the resort of the swans in
the brooding season.

2 Watson, in his Historic Tales of the Olden 1imes, and Schooleraft, Proc. N.
Y. Hist. Soc., 1844, 94, say it is not known that pelicans ever visited the waters of
New York. Van Der Donck speaks of them as common., The Mohegans who lived
on the banks of the Hudson named the river Skatemuc, from Shaita, a pelican,
and ue, denoting locality or place, hence the name showed it to be the placs of the
pelican. From the fact that they imposed their name upon the river which
they frequented. I conclude that they must have been very numerous.
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of which were nameless. Many of these have long since forsaken
the neighboring waters. The river and bay were rich in many
kinds of fish, among which were whales.! Among the shell-fish
were lobsters, some of them “ being from five to six feet in
length,” and oysters, some of which were “ fit to be eaten raw,”
others were “proper for roasting and stewing,” each of which
would “ fill a spoon and make a good bite.””

It was natural that such an abundance and variety of food
should have attracted to the neighboring shores numerous tribes
of Indians. Many were settled in the vicinity at the time of
Hudson’s visit. Those inhabiting the present State of New Jersey
and the neighboring parts of New York were of the general stock
of the Delawares, or Lenni Lennape,® but were divided into two
branches, called by the English Mokegans and Mincees, or Mon-
seys, and by the Dutch Mankikans and Sankikanst The Mo-
hegans dwelt on the east side of the river, and were the heredi-
tary enemies of the Mincees or Sanhikans, who dwelt on the west
side.® These were divided into numerous tribes, and these again
into clans. On New York Island dwelt the fierce Manhattans.®
De Laet says they were “ a wicked nation,” “a bad race of sav-

! In 1647 two whales ascended the Hudson as far as Cohoh, N. Y. Hist. Soc.,
N. 8, ., 148, possibly, like their enterprising predecessor, seeking a northwest
passage to the Indies ! In the Weekly Post Boy of Dec. 11, 1752, is the follow-
ing item : “ Last Saturday a whale 45 feet long run ashore at Van Buskirk's
Point, at the entrance of the Kills from our Bay; where, being discovered by
people from Staten Island, a number of them went off and killed him, and may
now be seen at Mr. John Watson’s, at the ferry house on Staten Island.”

2 Van Der Donck’s *“ New Netherlands.” N. Y. Hist. Ool., N. 8., 4., 177.

3 Original or unmixed race ; manly men. '

¢ This word, according to Heckewelder, is derived from * sankhican,” which
gignifies fire works, and means the fire workers, or fire work people.

8 Broadhead, 1., 73. The Sankikans were sometimes also known as the Wa-
bingi, or Wappinges. This latter name is derived from the Delaware word Wa-
ping, signifylng Opossum. They inhabited the western shore from the mouth
of the river to the Catskill. They were divided into tribes, which hereabouts
were the Raritans, Hackingsacke, Pomptons, and Tappaens.

¢ Mon-ah-tun-uk, place of the dangerous river, i. e., Hell Gate, and applied to
the inhabitants of the adjoining island. They were the peopls of the whiripool.
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ages,” “ enemies of the Dutch.” On Long Island' were thesavage
Metouwacks, subdivided into- numerous tribes. The Indians on
the west side of the Hudson were a better people than the Man-
hattans. They carried on considerable traffic with the Dutch,
exchanging corn, beans and squashes® for trifles. Among the
Sanhikans some have supposed Hudson landed.? If he landed
at all during his stay in the upper bay, of which, however, there
is no record, it was, beyond a doubt, on the west shore. There
the natives were friendly, while on the opposite shore they were,
positive enemies. Every inducement which could have per-
suaded him to land existed in favor of the Jersey shore. The
natives between Bergen Point and Weehawken had extended to
him many acts of kindness, and were neighbors and relatives of
those in the vicinity of Sandy Hook, with whom Hudson held
intercourse for some days.

The report of Hudson’s voyage, on his return in the summer
of 1610, awakened among the merchants of Holland a great de-

1 Called by the natives Sewan-hacky, i. e., “ the land of shells”—the place
where the Indians coined their money.

Astutasquash, i.e.,vine apple.” N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8.,1.,186. Van Der Donck
speaking of the pumpkin, says: “ It grows here with little or no labor, and
need not yield to the apple for sweetness, so that the English, who generally
love whatever tastes sweet, use it in their pies.”

3 Rev. Mr. Abeel, whose MS. is quoted in Moulton, ¢., 218, says that on the
point where New York is now built, Hudson found “a very hostile people.
But those living on the western shore from the Kills upward came daily on
board the vessel while she lay at anchor in the river, bringing with them to
barter, furs, the largest and finest oysters, Indian corn, beans, pumpkins,
squashes, grapes, and some apples, all which they exchanged for trifies: Here
Hudson landed.” .

At the time of Hudson's visit there were four islands near the Jersey shore,
viz.: Ellis Island, or Bucking Island, called by the Indians Ktoshk, “ Gull
Island;” Bedlow’s or Kennedy's Island (from its owners, Isaac Bedlow and
Archibald Kennedy, also known as Love Island before its conveyance to Bed- -
low, N. Y. Hist. Soc. Proc., 1844, 98), named by the Indians Minntsais, “ The
Lesser Island” (from which it would appear that at one time it was smaller than
Ellis Island); Oyster Island, which lay a short distance southwest, and Robin's
Reef, or Robyn’s Rift, that is, ““ geal 1eef,” for in the Dutch robyn signifies a
seal, In 1669, by request of Mr. Bedlow, the island now bearing his name was
made a place of privilege from warrant of arrest. Dunlap’s N. Y., ii., czois.
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sire to engage in and even to secure a monopoly of the trade thus
suddenly operied to their enterprise. A new vessel was fitted
out and freighted for De Groote Rivier. The venture was suc-
cessful, but whether any settlement was made is not known. It
has been said, however, on the authority of Heckewelder, that the
Dutch made a settlement on the Jersey shore in that year! Of
this fact there does not exist the slightest proof, and it may well
be doubted, when we reflect that there were but four huts on
Manhattan Island in 1614. In that year Sir Samuel Argall, of
Virginia, sailed into the harbor, subjugated the ¢ settlement,” and
placed it under tribute to the Governor of Virginia? This sub-
jection was, however, soon thrown off, fortifications were pro-
jected, and the Dutch were supreme for the next half century.

The merchants who had sent out vessels had been 8o successful
that they sought, and in October, 1614, obtained from the States
General of the United Netherlands a monopoly of the trade of
the country between New France and (now for the first time
called) New Netherland for four voyages within three years from
January 1, 16152 This monopoly was protected by threats of
confiscation of vessel and cargo, “ besides a fine of fifty thousand
Netherland ducats,” upon any intruder. The werchants thus
secured for three years assumed the name of “ The United New
Netherland Company,™ and made preparations to reap all the
advantages now placed exclusively in their hands. Ealkins
established a trading post near Albany; Block, in the ¢ Restless,”
explored the coast of Scheyichbs® and the Lennapewihittuck® as
far as the Schuylkill. Treaties were made with the Indians,
trading posts established at several points,” and wealth poured
into the treasury of the Company.

10’Cal., N. N.,%., 68, n. * I'bid, 385.

3 Col. Hist. of N. Y., 4., 10,

4+ Beekman's addrees, N. Y. Hist. Soc. Proc., 1847, 88 ; Broadhead, 4., 187.

5 The Indian-name of what is now New Jersey.

¢ Signifying the Indian River, now Delaware.

7 There is no evidence that at this time a trading post was est.ablished with.
in this county. Such probably was the fact,for two reasons: First, the Indians
on this side of the river were friendly ; Second, Harsimus was looked upon as
the natural outlet for the commerce of the interior. The subsequent purchase
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This exclusive charter expired by its own limitation on the first
of January, 1618. Its renewal was refused, and on the third of
June, 1621, the “ great armed commercial association,” the Dutch
‘West India Company, was chartered.! The charter gave them
exclusive jurisdiction over New Netherland for twenty-one years,
power to make contracts with the native princes, build forts, ad-
minister justice and appoint Governors. The government of the
Company was vested in five chambers, and the executive
powers in a board of nineteen delegates from the five chambers,
including one to represent the States General. The nineteen
gave to the Amsterdam chamber the mnanagement of the affairs
of New Netherland, which, in June, 1623, was erected into a
province.? Among the members of that chamber was Michael
Pauw.

In the spring of this year an expedition was fitted out and
thirty families sent over in the ship “ New Netherland,” to
begin a permanent settlement. It was placed in charge of
Cornelis Jacobsen May (or Mey), who was to be the first direct-
or of the colony. His administration over this infant colony
was a very simple affair, and lasted but one year. He was
. succeeded by William Verhulst, as the second Director of New
Netherland, in 1624, and he by Peter Minuit, in 1626.

It having been determined to establish the colonial head-
quarters on Manhattan Island, Minuit purchased it of the
natives for sixty guilders,®and staked out a fort! While this
fort was being built a crime was committed, the result of which
a few years afterward bore heavily on the settlements within
the territory now comprising Hudson County. A Weckquaes-
geck® Indian, with his nephew, then a small boy, and another

of Pauw was opposed by his associates, on the ground that to this point came
all the native commerce, which ought not to be controlled by one man. The
high commercial importance of our shore put upon it thus early has not in the
least depreciated.

! A copy of this charter, in eztenso, may be found in 0'Cal., N. N., s., 399.

2 Broadhead, 1., 148,
" 3 I'bid, 164. tValentine’s Hist. of N. Y., 25.

8 Now Westchester County in the State of New York.
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relative, came from his home to sell beaver skins to the Dutch.
Before he reached the fort he was met by three of Minuit’s
servants, who robbed him of his peltries and murdered him.
. The nephew, who witnessed the outrage, swore to revenge his
uncle’s murder, and most terribly did he keep his word.!

In 1629 the condition of New Netherland did not meet the
expectations of the Company. The population around Fort
Amsterdam was small and dependent; the trading at Fort
Orange and on the South River was very insignificant. No
land was cultivated, save enough to supply the scanty wants
of those attached to the Forts, and the only exports were furs
and peltries. Plans were now devised to improve the condition
of the Province. The Assembly of the XIX, on the Tth of
June, 1629, granted “to all such as should plant any colonies in
New Netherland” certain  freedoms and exemptions,” con-
sisting of thirty-one articles. Concerning them Mr. Broadhead
remarks: “ Reserving to themselves the Island of Manhattan,
which the Company declared it was their intention to people
first, they designated it as the emporium of their trade, and
required all fruits and wares ¢ that arise on the North River and
lands lying thereabouts,” should be first brought there. To pri-
vate persons, disposed to settle themselves in any other part of
New Netherland, the Company offered the absolute property of
as much land as the emigrants might be able ¢properly to im-
prove.” To tempt the ambition of capitalists, peculiar privileges
were offered to them. These privileges, nevertheless, were care-
fully confined to members of the West India Company.”® Any
member who should, within four years, plant a colony of fifty
adults, in any part of New Netherland, excepting the Island of
Maunhattan, should be acknowledged as a * Patroon,” or feudal
chief of the territory thus colonized. Each colony might have
lands sixteen miles in length on one side of a navigable river, or,
if both banks were occupied, eight miles on each side, extending
as far back into the country ¢ as the situation of the occupiers
will permit.” Each patroon was promised a full title, upon con-

'0Cal,N.N.,+., 105. 2 Broadhead, i., 194.
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dition that he should satisfy the Indians for the land taken by
him. If he established a city, he was to have “ power and
authority to establish officers and magistrates there.” The Com-
pany were to protect and defend the colonists, finish the fort on
Manhattan, and import * as many blacks as they conveniently
could.”

The members of the Company were not slow to avail them-
selves of the “privileges.” Godyn and Blommaert took a tract
of land on the “South corner of the Bay of South River,” and
Van Rensselaer seized upon the regions adjacent to Fort Orange,
called by the Indians, Semmesseck. Michael Pauw, Burgo-
master of Amsterdam, and Lord of Achtienhoven, near Utrecht,
finding the region on the west shore, opposite Manhattan Island,
yet unappropriated, obtained, through the Director and Council-
lors of New Netherland, on the 12th of July and 22d of No-
vember, 1630, the following deeds from the Indians for land
lying within this county. They are the first conveyances, by
deed, of any land in East Jersey, and the following deed is the
first of record in New Netherland :

“%We, Director and Council of Few Netherland, residing on the
Istund of Wanahatas and the Fort Amsterdam, under the author-
ity of their Bigh Wightinesses the Lords States-General of this
Muited Netherlandg and the Fucorporated West Judin Compauy,
at their Chambers at Amsterdam, do hereby witness and declare
that on this day, the date hereof underwritten, before us in their
proper persons appeared and showed themselves, to wit: Jrom-
meauw, Tekwappo, and Sackwomerk, inhabitants and joint own-
ers of the land called Hobocan Fackingh, lying over against
(opposite) the aforesaid ¥stand Fanuhatas, who both for them-
selves and, rato cavern, for the remaining joint owners of the
same land, declared that for and in consideration of a certain
quantity of merchandize, which they acknowledged to have
received into their own hands, power and possession, before the
passing of these presents in a right, true, and free ownership,
have sold, transported, ceded, conveyed, and made over, and by

t Vide Charter of Freedom and Exemptions at length in 0’Cal., N. N, i.,112.
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these presents they do transport, cede, and convey to and for the
behoof of Wy, Mirhiel Panw, absent, and for whom we, ex-
officto, accept under suitable stipulations, viz.: the aforesaid
lands by us named Bobocan Fackingh, extending on the South
side, Ahasimus; Eastward, the River Fauriting, and on the
West side surrounded by a valley (marsh) and morass, through
which the boundaries of said land can be seen with sufficient
clearness, and be distinguished; and that, with all the jurisdic-
tion, right, and equity, to them, the grantors, in their quality
aforesaid, belonging: Constituting and putting in their place
and stead the already mentioned ¥y. auw, in the real and
actual possession thereof, and at the same time giving full and
irrevocable power, authority, and special command to the said
Mr. Pauw peaceably to enjoy, occupy, cultivate, have and hold
the aforesaid land tanguam actor et procurator in rem suam
acpropriam ; and also to do with and dispose of the same as he
might do with his own lands to which he has a good and lawful
title; without their, the grantors, in their quality aforesaid,
saving or reserving any part, right, action, or authority thereto
in the least, either of ownership or jurisdiction ; but altogether
to the behoof as aforesaid, henceforth, forever, wholly and
finally desisting, renouncing, and quit-claiming ; promising here-
by, moreover, not only to keep, maintain, and fulfill this, their
grant, and whatever shall be done by virtue thereof, inviolable
and irrevocable forever, but also to keep and maintain the same
_land against all persons free from any claim, challenge, or in-
cumbrance to be made thereon by any person ; as also to cause
this sale and grant to be approved of and held valid by the re-
_maining joint owners as they are by right obligated to do; all
in good faith without fraud or deceit.

In witness whereof these presents are confirmed with our
usual signature and with our seal thereto affixed.

Done at the aforesaid Island of Manahatas, in Fort Am-
sterdam, this 12th July, 1630,

“%We, the Ditertor and Gouncil of Wew Aetheriand, residing on

! Land Papers (Albany), G. G.,1; Winfield’s Land Titles, 8. This is the
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the ¥sland of Mauahatas, under the jurisdiction of their High
Mightinesses the Lords, the States-General of the Munited Wether-
1andg, and the Beneval Fucorporated ¥West Indin Gompany, do,
by these presents, publish and declare, that on this day, the date
underwritten, before us in their own proper persons, came and ap-
peared, Kikitoauw and Qiarouw, Virginians, Inhabitants and joint
owners of the land named @huasimus and the peninsula Yressick,
as well for themselves as, rato caverende, for Pingm, ¥athkath
and @auwiug, joint proprietors of the same parcels of land, and
declared in the same quality that for and in consideration of cer-
tain parcels of goods, which they, the appearers, acknowledged
before the passing of these presents to their full gratitude and
satisfaction to have received into their possession, hands, and
power in their right and free (unincumbered) ownership, and by
virtue of the title and article of sale, they have sold, transported,
ceded, and delivered, and by these presents they do transport,
cede, and deliver to and for the behoof of the Roble Lord Pichiel
¥auw (absent), and for whom we, ex-gfficio, accept the same
with suitable stipulations, namely, the aforesaid land Shasimus'

first time the name of Hoboken is met with. It is an Indian word, and is said
to mean tobacco pipe. The name, as given in the above deed, with its suffix,
“ Hackingh,” signifying land, gives us the land of the tobacco pipe. Here the
natives were accustomed to procure a stone, out of which they carved pipes.
“ As tobacco was & natural production of the country, the natives were great
smokers. Tobacco pouches hung at their backs, and pipes were their insepara-
ble companions.” Trumbull's Hist. U. 8., 4., 24. Judge Benson thought that
Hoboken was a Dutch name. XN. Y. Hist. Soc., 2d Sertes, 1., 112. The name is
epelled in various ways, as: Hobocan-Hacking, Hobocan, Hoboken, Hobocken,
Hobucken, Hobokina, Hoboquin, Hobuk, Hoebuck, Hobock, Howbuck, Hoobock,
Hoobook, Hooboocken.

1 This name is probably Indian. It was applied tothat portion of the upland
of Jersey City which lies east of the hill, excepting Paulus Hoeck, which
was separated from Ahasimus by the salt marsh extending from Communi-
paw Cove to Harsimus Cove, and generally from Warren to neir Grove street.
The name has received many spellings, viz.: Ahasemus, Ahasymus, Aharsi-
mus, Ahasymes, Ahsymes, Achassemes, Harsimus, Horsemus, Horstmus, Hor-
sumus, Hassems, Hasimus, Hassimis, Hassemes, Haassemus, Hossemus, Horressi-
mese.
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and Qressick,! by us named the Whores @oruer,® extending
along the river Iauritiug and the ¥slund of the Ianuhatus on
the east side, and the ¥sland Foboken Fackingh on the north
side, surrounded by swamps, which are sufficiently distinct
boundaries, and that-with all the action, right, and equity to
them in their quality aforesaid appertaining, constituting and
substituting the said grantee as the attorney for the said .
Zauw, in their stead and state, in the real and actual possession
of the same, and at the same time giving him full and irrevocable
power, authority, and special license, to the said $¥v. 2anw ; and
to his successors, tanquam ¢n rem suam, the aforesaid land and
its appurtenances peaceably to enter upon, possess, inhabit, farm,
occupy, use, and to do therewith and thereon, trade and dispose
as he the cedentee may do with his own lands and domains
honestly and legally obtained, without their, the ®Grantors, in
their aforesaid quality, having thereto or any part thereof, any
part, right, action, or jurisdiction in the least, without reserving
or saving any ownership, command, or jurisdiction, but to the
behoof aforesaid from henceforth and forever, wholly and abso-
lutely desisting, relinquishing, and renouncing by these ¥reseuts.
Promoting, moreover, not only this their conveyance, and all
that may be done by virtue thereof, to keep forever firm, invio-
lable, and irrevocable, but also the said land to deliver and keep
from all demands, challenge, or incumbrances, any and every
one that may thereto make any pretense; and, moreover, this
purchase and conveyance to cause to be approved and made
valid by the other joint owners, as in equity they are bound to
do, standing thereto in all good faith without fraud or deceit.
Witnegs our several signatures and confirmed by our seal ap-
pended thereto.

! This was the Indian name of Paulus Hoeck, and is said to signify burying
ground. It was applied to the circular piece of upland lying east of Warren
street, on which Jersey City had its beginning in 1804.

3 Hoeren Hoeck, so called from a well-known custom of the natives in enter-
taining strangers, and with which they welcomed the Dutch when they first
came to this vicinity. N. Y. Hist. Soc., 2d Series, it., 281, n.; Col. Hist. of N.

Y., ., 342.
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Done at @annhattas in the Sort Jmsterdam this 22d day of
Nov., in the year 1630.”

Preceding this last deed, and on August 10th, 1630, Pauw
obtained a deed from the Indians for Staten Island, “on the
west shore of Hamel’s Hooftden.””?

The purchase of November 22d, 1630, was one of vast imn-
portance. Then, as now, the shore between Communipaw and
Weehawken was of great commercial value. The Indians held
it in high estimation as a place of resort, from which they con-.
veyed their peltries directly across to the fort. Pauw, latinizing
his. name, bestowed it upon the district, and thenceforth it was
called Pavonia® The purchase was unpopular with the Com-
pany. Pauw’s ownership of the tract * occasioned much quarrel-
ing and jealousy, and prevented the colonies prospering as they
would have done.” Those of the Directors of the Dutch West"
India Company who had failed to obtain a share of the newly
acquired spoils looked with a jealous eye upon those who, by
reason of their large and well selected possessions, had become
patroons. This strife between the “ins and outs” waxed warm
and warmer, until finally the fortunate Directors (except the
patroon of Pavonia), preferring peace to their wild acres in New
Netherland, divided with their clamorous associates.

Up to this time there is no evidence that a settlement had
been made on the west side of the river.. Some writers
have supposed that buildings were erected within this county as
early as 16184 It is, however, mere supposition. It will be
borne in mind that in 1623 there were only a few bark huts
erected on the lower end of Manhattan Island, and it is not at
all likely that the very few whites then in the country would
have weakened their power of defence by separate settlements.

\ Land Papers (Albany), @. &., 8; Winfleld’s Land Titles, 8.

2 Land Papers (Albany), @. 'G., 6. Thus the first civilized ownership of
Staten Island connects it with New Jersey. Carteret once made an unsuccess-
ful claim for it.

3 Pauwonia. N. Y. Hist. Soe., N. 8., %., 264 ; Broadhead, t., 202. Pauw in
the Dutch, as pavo in the Latin, signifies a peacock.

+ Broadhead, i, 89; Whitehead's East Jersey, 16.
2
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After the arrival of the immigrants, consisting of thirty families,
possessed of domestic animals and other conveniences for a per-
manent settlement, who in this year came out from the father-
land with Captain May, it is very probable that the inviting
ghore on this side of “ De Groote Rivier” would not long escape
the eye of such practical agriculturists.! The attention of
traders being attracted to our shore by its many advantages for
traffic with the Indians, and the farmer invited hither by the
fertility of the soil, it may well be, when the number of the
colonists permitted, that some venturesome pioneer erected his
cabin within the bounds of this county. But where, when, and
by whom such first cabin was erected it is now impossible to
tell. Yet it is certain that before 1633 some sort of settlement
had been made in Pavonia. How much of a settlement this
may have been is not known. Pauw made his purchase in the
summer and fall of 1630. By the third article of the ¢ Freedoms
and Exemptions” he was obliged, within four years next after
he gave notice to any Chamber of the Company in Holland, or
to the Commander or Council here, that he had taken up any
land, to plant a Colony of fifty souls, upward of fifteen years old,
within the bounds of his purchase, one fourth part within one
year, and the balance within the three remaining years? If the
patroon of Pavonia complied with this requirement, there must
have been within the bounds of this county, in 1633, at least
thirteen persons above the age of fifteen years. But the patroon
did not comply with the law respecting the settlement of his
colonie, and this, as will be shown lhereafter, was one of the
causes of difference between him and the Directors, and finally
forced him to transfer to the Company all of his interest in
Pavonia® Whether he failed to comply with the conditions
the first year or afterward is not known. Hence the impossi-
bility of ascertaining the extent of the settlement. But whatever
it was, and whether established by himself in pursuance of some
regular plan in compliance with the ¢ Freedoms and Exemp-

! Broadhead, 1., 150. 2 0Cal,N. N, ¢., 112.
3 Winfleld’'s Land Titles, 5.
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tions,” or by individuals attracted hither for private gain or
convenience, Michael Paulusen, an officer of the Company, was
in charge of the colonie in 1633. On the afternoon of the
twentieth of May in that year, Captain De Vries visited him,
and has left this entry in his journal: “ Coming to the boat
on Long Island, night came on and the tide began to turn,
so that we rowed to Pavonia. We were there received by
Michiel Poulaz, an officer in the service of the Company.’™
The latter part of this entry seems to indicate that Paulussen,
or Pauluszoon, was not in charge at Pavonia as an officer of
the patroon. Being in the employ of the Company, he prob-
ably occupied a hut on Paulus Hoeck, and, for his employers,
purchased peltries from the Indians. In the latter part of
this year the Company gave orders for the erection of two
houses in Pavonia.? This, so far as evidence can be found, was
the first step taken to erect regular buildings within this county.
They were shortly afterward built. They were constrncted and
paid for by the Company, although Pauw may have furnished
the means., One was built at Communipaw, afterward owned
by Jan Evertse Bout, and the other at Ahasimus, afterward
occupied by Cornelis Van Voorst.

' N. Y. Hist. Soc., N, 8., 1.,257. It is probable that Poulaz was the first
Dutch resident in Paulus Hoeck, and left his name to the place. Broadhead,
t.,223. Judge Benson intimates that this place received its name from Paulus
Schrick, who at one time lived in the “ Town of Bergen.” N. Y. Hist. Soc., 2d
Beries, #i., 111, It is true there was such a man, and he may have lived in Ber-
gen, but what has his residence in one place to do with the name of another ?
It was called ““ Pouwels Hoeck” before May, 1688. I have not been able to find
8chrick’s name in the records prior to 1652. The following are the different
ways of spelling this name, adding in each instance its suffix of Hoeck, or
Hook, viz.: Paulus, Paules, Poules, Poulus, Powels, Powlas, Powlass’s,
Powies, Powless, Powlis, Powley’s. Dr. O'Callaghan, New Neth. Reg., 118,
puts Poulusen down as a clergyman of the Reformed Church, residing in
Pavonia in 1633. I very much doubt that he was a clergyman. After
1633 no more is heard of him in Pavonia. He returned to New Amster-
dam, where he received a grant for a piece of land, Jan. 21, 1647. Land
Papers (Albany), G. @., 163. He was admitted to the rights of a small burgher
April 18, 1657. New Neth. Reg., 177. He made his mark thus: 4_’_

30'Cal.,N. N.,4.,158. Broadhead, t.,244. N.Y, Col. MSS.,,1.,81.
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Paulusen was succeeded by Jan Evertse Bout, who arrived in
New Netherland June 17, 1634, commissioned by Pauw to be
his superintendent. He established his headquarters at Commu-
nipaw, which thus became the capital of the colonie of Pavonia.!
He was succeeded in June, 1636, by Cornelis Van Vorst, who
came out as Pauw’s ‘“head commander,” and took up his
residence at Ahasimus, in one of the two houses erected in 1633.2
He had no sooner become settled in his new * mansion,”

! Bout was a man of considerable importance in the early history of New
Netherland. He was born in 1601, Valentine’s Manual, 1863, 611, came from
Barneveldt, V. Y. Col. MSS., tit., 58, and arrived here in the ship “ Eendracht”
in 1634. He was in the employ of the Dutch West India Company in Holland,
whence he was sent by patroon Pauw to superintend his colonie at Pavonia.
Valentine’s Hist.of N. Y.,94; 0’Cal., N. N, i.,167. His wife’s name was Tryntje
Simons De Witt. N. Y. Col. MSS., 1ii., 568. He held the position of superinten-
dent at Pavonia until the summer of 1636, when he was succeeded by Cornelis
Van Vorst. Broadhead, 1.,263; N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8, 1.,259. He continued,
however, to reside at Communipaw. In 1638 his wayward affections brought
him into more than doubtful relations with a daughter of Ham, in his service.
This coming to the notice of the authorities in New Amsterdam, Schout Lupolt,
in his official capacity, visited the jolly Jan to remonstrate with him about the
cause of the scandalum magnatum. But Bout was in no humor to endure for-
eign intermeddling with the internal economy of the sovereignty of Pavonia.
He flew into a passion, told the Schout in plain Dutch that he was een hond,
een dief, een schobbejak (a dog, a thief, a rascal), snapped his defiant fingers in
the face of the official, and said, “ If you or any one belonging to you come to
Pavonia, I will shoot you or them.” XN. Y. Col. MSS.,¢., 41. This blast was
sufficient; the Schout beat a hasty retreat, and for the first time * State's
Rights” were vindicated in New Jersey! Bout was probably the first white
settler at Communipaw,and was presented with the Bouwerie there after Pauw
had parted with his iuterest in Pavonia. Col. Hist. of N.Y.,t., 482. In 1641
he was one of the “ Twelve,” one of the “ Eight” in 1643, and one of the * Nine”
in 1647 and 1650. Shortly after the war of 1643 he became a resident in
* Breucklen,” where he was appointed Schepen in 1646. XN. Y. Col. MSS, 70,
259 ; New Neth. Reg.,78. He soon arrayed himself in opposition to the gov-
ernment, and signed the * bold memorial to the government of the fatherland.”
Col. Hist. of N. Y., 4.,271. In 1654 he was reappointed Schepen. He refused
to accept, whereupon he was “ directed to hold himself in readiness to return
to Holland by the ship ‘ King Solomon.”” _Alb. Rec. #z.,118. Threats of ban-
ishment are no longer neceesary to induce men to hold office! He died at Gow-
anus in 1670. Valentine's Hist. of N. Y.. 95.

% For the history of Van Vorst, vide * Van Vorst Family.”
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which was a frame house thatched with cat-tail, than the digni-
taries of New Amsterdam, representing hoth church and state,
resolved to pay him a visit, as well to assure him of their dis-
tinguished consideration as to “sample” his newly arrived
Bordeaux. On the 25th of June, 1636, Wouter Van Twiller, who
was always “ glad to taste good wine,” but on whose shoulders
rested the weighty cares of the New Netherland state, and Domi-
nie Everardus Bogardus, the bold Dutch preacher and husband of
Anneke Jans, accompanied by Captain De Vries, came over to
Pavonia. Van Vorst entertained them with princely hospitality
from his newly filled wine cellar. As tiine passed on and the
sampling of the wine was repeated, the Governor and the Dominie
grew warm and disputatious, if not angry with their host. The
modest entry in De Vries’ journal, that they “ had some words with
the Patroon’s Commissary,” plainly means that they quarreled with
him. The subject of the dispute was a murder which had been
recently committed in Pavonia. Although the discussion ran high
and bad blood for a while threatened the peace of the occasion,
yet another bumper or two was like oil on the troubled waters,
for “ they eventually parted good friends.” Leaving their host
and his good Vrouwtje, they entered their boat and started for
Fort Amsterdam. Van Vorst, determined to deepen' their im-
pression how royally the representative of the patroon of
Pavonia could entertain such distinguished guests, fired a salute
from a swivel'! mounted on a pile? in front of his house. How
the reverberations of that primal salute must have rolled over
the hills of Ahasimus! and what a brilliant illamination fol-
lowed to light the way of his parting gnests. *A spark unfor-
tunately flying on the roof, which was thatched with reeds, set it
in a blaze, and in half an hour the whole building was burned
down.” Thus ended the first recorded entertainment in
Pavonia, ,

In the mean time the dissatisfaction existing among the direc-

- 1 Steen-stuk, a stone gun.
2 ¢ Stood on a pillar” is the language of De Vries.
s N. ¥, Hist. Soc., N. 8.,i.,259. Broadhead, i., 268.
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tors of the Company that a few of their associates had seized upon
the best and most desirable portions of the country was increas-
ing, and they became divided into two parties. They were at
variance as to the interpretation to be given to the articles of the
“Freedoms and Exemptions.” The Company, through those di-
rectors who had not become patroons, claimed a monopoly of the
fur trade, and would restrict the patroons and their retainers to
agricultural pursuits. On the other hand, the patroons claimed
an unrestricted trade along the coast and in the rivers, and exclu-
sive commerce and jurisdiction within their colonies, within
which they would not suffer any exercise of authority by the
officers of the Company. This condition of affairs could not
long exist without producing trouble.

On the 17th of December, 1633, the Assembly of the XIX
resolved that Pauw, with the other patroons, should give to
that body an account of their purchases. On Monday, the nine-
teenth of the same month, the patroons appeared according to
the resolution and defended their rights. It was easy enough to
satisfy themselves that their position was impregnable, but to
satisfy those who felt themselves aggrieved by the condition of
things in New Netherland, and especially in Pavonia, was no
light task. These were not convinced, and therefore appointed a
committee of five to negotiate with the patroons and to defend
the claims of the Company ; and in case no agreement concern-
ing the points in dispute could be arrived at between them, then
they resolved that the subject should be referred to a “ Commit-
tee of their high Mightinesses, or one of the high courts of
Justice.” The committee and patroons failed to agree upon a
compromise, and the whole matter in dispute was, by resolution
of the Assembly of the XIX, adopted March 27, 1634,? referred
to their High Mightinesses, who appointed a committee of six
to examine carefully into the cause of the dispute, and at the
same time issued the following summons to Pauw, and, mutatis
mutandys, to the other patroons:

1 Moulton, §.,421. 2 N. Y. Col. Hist., 1., 90.
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“To Mr. Michiel Pauw, Lord of Achtienhoven, :
Co-Patroon in New Netherland, the 13th May, 1634.

TrEe \STATES.

“ Whereas we have this day deputed some Lords from our
Assembly, to hear and examine you and the other interested
patroons, planters in the Colonies in New Netherland, on the one
part, and the delegated Directors of the West India Company
and the authorized stockholders on the other part, relative to the
differences which have arisen, with power afterwards to deter-
mine the said differences, as by plurality of votes they shall find
equitable; and the 22d instant having been fixed and appointed
by the said Lords, our Deputies, as the day for the business ; we
have therefore resolved to notify you thereof, commanding you to
attend here at the Hague, duly provided in all things, as the case
requires, on the evening of the 21st instant, in order to appear
on the next day, for the purposes aforesaid, before the above
mentioned Lords, our Deputies, who will then proceed to busi-
ness. Wherein fail not; giving notice hereof to the other
patroons, planters who are also interested in the aforesaid differ-
ences. Done 13 May, 1634.”"

The investigation was postponed until the 14th of June. On
the sixteenth the patroons put in their defence. It was in
writing, of considerable length, and its demands for themselves
and charges against the Company of an extraordinary charac-
ter.? Neither their claims nor their charges could be passed in
silence by the Company. On the twenty-second of the same
month they exhibited their replication ““to and against the pre-
tension and claim of Michael Pauw, Kiliaen Van Rensselaar, and
Samuel Blommaert, Patroons in New Netherland, handed in and
delivered to their High Mightinesses’ deputies,” in which they
protested against the joint action of the patroons and claimed
that as the right of each depended on its own peculiar merits,

! Ool. Hist. of N. Y.,3.,70.
2 Ibid, ., 83. Here also may be found a copy in extenso of their points of
defence.
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their defence should be several.! The patroons forthwith re-
joined, asking their High Mightinesses to construe the  Free-
doms and Exemptions ” that it might be known which party was
in fault, and declared that the continuation or abandonment of
their colonies depended on their Lordships’ judgment.* On the
24th of June the deputies resolved to postpone their decision for
twelve days, in order that the parties might amicably settle
their differences.® In August following the Assembly of the
XIX commissioned some of their directors “ to treat and trans-
act with all the Patroons and colonists in New Netherland”
for the purchase of their rights.* Shortly afterward (in either
1634 or 1635, for the same is without date), a new “ project of
Freedoms and Exemptions” was promulgated by the States
General.® The fifth article contained the following language :
“But every one is notified that the Company reserves unto itself
the Island of Manhates, Fort Orange, with the lands and islands
appertaining thereto, Staten Island, the land of Achassemes,
Arasick and Hobokina.” The domains of Pauw were included
in this reservation, on condition that the Company should make
the reservation good. The Company continued the negotiations
with the patroon, and finally succeeded in purchasing the
colonie. They paid Pauw 26,000 florins® for his interest in
Pavonia. Thus he ceased to be a patroon in New Netherland,
and the annoyance which his colonie had caused no longer ex-
isted.”

During these long and bitter contentions between the Com-

1 Col. Hist. of N.Y., 4., 89. 2 Ibid, ., 90. 8 Ibid, ¢., 91.
4 Broadhead, s., 249. 6 Col. Hist. of N. Y., 4., 96.
" ¢ Ibid, ¢, 428. A florin is equivalent to forty cents.

7 Dr. Koenen says the colony was in Pauw’s name at the time of his death,
and that his son, Dr. Isaac Pauw, having removed his residence in 1652, and
thereby lost the privileges of citizenship in Amsterdam, afterward lost his ¢n-
Zerest in the colony of his father. N. Y. Hist. Soc. Proc., 1860, 85. This is a
great error.

In accordance with the “Freedoms,” etc., Harsimus (in part) was reserved,
and became known as the West India Company’s Farm, but Aressick and Ho-
boken were disposed of at an early date, without regard to the reservation.
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pany and patroons, Pavonia, in common with the rest of the
country, was retrograding instead of advancing. Dissensions
within had been productive of difficulties without. The charac-
ter of those who had come hither to seek their fortunes was not
in all cases of the best. Disregarding the exclusive privileges of
the Company, many of them, prompted by a desire of gain, had
unlawfully entered into trade with the Indians, exchanging guns,
powder and lead for peltries. The savages were not slow to
learn that these weapons were more deadly than the bow and
arrow, and a general feeling of uneasiness and alarm began to
spread among the settlers.



CHAPTER IT.—1638-1646.

Arrival of Kieft—Settlement in the County—Difficulties with the Indians—
Murder of Smitz—The people assemble—The twelve chosen—Van Vorst
killed by an Indian Chief—The river Indians flee to Manhattan—Thence
to Pavonia—Description of the settlements in the County—The Indians
encamp near Communipaw—Kieft orders their destruction—Attacked
and slain by the Dutch—Communipaw Massacre—Terrible revenge—
Pavonia a desolation—Treaty of Peace—Savages again on the Warpath
—Van Vorst taken prisoner—Peace declared. :

‘WicLiam Kigrr arrived here as Director-General on the 28th
of March, 1638. At that time there were in all New Nether-
land only seven bouweries and two or three plantations.! This
backward state of the province may be attributed to the unfortunate
disagreements between the Company and the patroons, and the
many irregularities which in consequence grew up among the
settlers. Kieft reformed the government in many respects, and
put a stop to certain wrongs which some of the Dutch were prac-
tising toward each other and toward the Indians? Under the
new order of things prosperity seemed to revive. Abraham
Isaacsen Planck purchased Paulus Hoeck on the first of May,
1638, for two hundred and fifty guilders.® Jan Evertsen Bout
took alease of the “ Company’s farm in Pavonia,”* and De Vries
took Staten Island and established a colonie there. Other parts
of New Netherland were active and thriving. And yet of all
men who ever ruled over the country Kieft knew the least of
Indian character, or how to tame the wild natures of the sons of

1 A bouwerie was the home farm - on which the farmér resided; a plantation
was an out-farm, tilled, but not occupied.

* 0COal., N. N., i., 188 ; Breadhead, ., 277.

3 N. Y. Col. MBS, +., 18,14, 23,

4 N. Y.00. MS8,4.,58; Winflld’s Land Titles, 48. Afterward known as

“ Gamoenepaen.”
%
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the forest. . They beheld the thrift and enterprise of the whites
with jealousy, looked upon their growing power with dread, and
hoped for the time when they might glut their revenge for the
wrongs they had endured. This feeling was not without cause.
For in their social intercourse they had been scorned, in their
commercial transactions they had been cheated, and without law
or justice they had been plundered and slain by the hated
Swannekins.! Well might they live in fear of the coming time
when, unless they defended themselves now, while their enemies
were yet few, they should be driven from their homes and the
graves of their fathers. Regardless of the situation of affairs,
Kieft put a match to the train and hastened the explosion. On
the 15th of September, 1639, he resolved to exact a tribute of
maize, furs, and wampum from the Indians, and in case of their
unwillingness to pay, he proposed to employ all necessary force
to remove their reluctance® These wild men of the forest, who
were born freemen and had never been taught in the school of
subjection, were filled with indignation at such an unjust meas-
ure. “He must be a mean fellow,” said they, for “ he has not
invited us to live here, that he should take away our corn.”®
They had extended freely their simple, yet hearty hospitality
to the strangers who had come from an unknown land, and
now their guests would impose upon them a degrading tribute.
They had endured many rebuffs, and suffered many inexcusable
encroachments from the domineering and grasping disposition
of the whites, and now they were to be forced to contribute what
before they had willingly given or sold.

To meet the impending danger and resist the threatened imposi-
tion, the Indians were not wholly unprepared. Commercial in-
tercourse, social familiarity, and domestic service among the set-
tlers had acquainted them with the habits, dispositions, and
numbers of the whites. Their skill in the use of the guns they

! From Schwonnack, “ the salt people,” because they came acroes the salt wa-
ter. Moulton, i.,255. At first the Indians called the Dutch Woapeid Lennappe,
that is, “ the white people.”

3 N. Y. Col. M8, tv., 49. 3 Valentine's Hist. of N. Y., 41.
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had obtained in exchange for peltries made them confident in -
their strength, and their sense of right convinced them of the
justice of their cause.! Hence they were not in a mood to sub-
mit to every indignity and outrage which the impolitic Kieft
would heap upon them.

Added to the general sense of wrongs endured, the Weckqua-
esgeck boy, whose uncle bad been robbed and murdered by
Minuit’s servants in 1626, bad now (1641) become a man. The
great outrage done to his relative had not been forgotten. Dur-
ing all these long years he had kept the fire alive in his heart.
The time had come for it to burst forth with the destructive-
ness of a “consuming fire.” ¢ An eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth” was the law of his race. The deep damnation of his
uncle’s taking off demanded a just and full atonement. Its ob-
ligations could not be avoided, neither could it be satisfied with
a slight retaliation. In the execution of this law he was “ right
resolute to die.”

* What doth the Indian love? Revenge.
What doth he fight for? Revenge.

‘What doth he pray for? Revenge.

It is sweet as the flesh of a young bear ;

For this he goes hungry, roaming the desert,
Living on berries, or chewing the rough bark
Of the oak, and drinking the slimy pool.”

The perturbed spirit of the slain was not at rest, for his mur-
der was unavenged. The voice of the dead was heard in the
moanmg of the sea, in the rattling of the thunder, in the roar-
ing of the storm, in the rustle of the leaves, in the sighing of
the wind, chiding the tardy soul of the living. Many moons
had come and gone since the old man was sent to join his
fathers; many winters had whitened and springs and summers
adorned his rude resting place, and yet the heaven that he had
hoped for was not his, for his nephew’s duty was unperformed.
The one must satisfy vengeance, or the other could never enter
the hunting grounds which lie in the Hereafter. Urged onward
by this feeling, the young man sought his victim, indifferent as

' Broadhead, 1., 808.
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to whom it migﬁt be. It happened to be an inoffensive old man,
Claes Cornelisz Smits, a “ Raadmaker,” living in the vicinity of
Canal street. Pretending a desire to barter some beavers for
duffels,' he watched his opportunity, killed Smits, robbed the
house, and escaped with the booty.? Satisfaction and the sur-
render of the savage were promptly demanded. But as he had
only acted in accordance with the custom of his race, the Sachem
refused to surrender him. Kieft wished to seize upon this occa-
sion to punish the natives, but feared the people, whose interest lay
in maintaining peace with the savages. He called them together
for consultation. After deliberation they came to the conclusion
that the murderer should be punished, “ but subject to God and
opportunity,” after making all necessary preparations.® They
then chose “ Twelve Select Men,” and “ empowered them to re-
solve on everything with the Director and Council.” This was
the first representative body in New Netherland. In it were
Maryn Adriaensen, Jacob Stoffelsen, and Abraham Isaacsen
Planck, three men who were prominent in the early history of
Pavonia. The “ Twelve” were true to the views of their con-
stituents, and counseled delay.! They gave their opinions sepa-
rately, but were unanimous in advising the Director to consult
“ time and opportunity” in executing any measure that might be
resolved upon, and that before any action should be begun the
Twelve were to be notified. Thus peace was for the present
maintained, but confidence was not restored. Yet a little longer
the fires which were soon to burst forth in a consaming confla-
gration smouldered. .

The year 1642 closed gloomily. Universal uneasiness mani-
fested itself. Wild stories were circulated and believed. Captain
De Vries, who had established a new colonie called Vriesendael,
at Tappaen, in passing through the woods toward “Ackensack,”®

! A coarse kind of cloth. 3 Broadhead, 4., 316.

3 N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8., 1., 277. 4 Broadhead, ., 829.

5 An Indian word and said to signify low land. Hist. Magazine, ¥i., 85. It
is written in many ways: Ackensack, Ackingsack, Ackinghsack, Akkingsakke,
Ackenkeshacky, Ackinkeshacky, Hugensack, Haghkinsack, Hackensacky, Hack-
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met an Indian who said the whites had “sold to him brandy
mixed with water”” and had stolen his beaverskin coat. He said
he was going home for his bow and arrows, and would shoot one
of the “roguish Swannekins’” He kept his word and shot
Garret Jansen Van Vorst, who was roofing a house in “Achter
Col.”  Another account is, that one of the ‘“Hacquinsacq”
chiefs, a sort of shiftless fellow, being drunk, was taunted by the
Dutch and asked if he could make good use of his bow and
arrows when in that condition. He answered the question by
killing Van Vorst with his arrow, and then asked if he was able
or not® The chiefs were alarmed at what had been done, and
hastened to their friend De Vries for advice. They offered to
pay two hundred fathoms of wampum to Van Vorst’s widow, in
order to purchase their peace.* Kieft would accept of nothing
less than the murderer. Him the chiefs could not, or would not
surrender. Their excuse was that he had gone two days’ journey
off among the Tankitekes, “and besides, he was the son of a
chief.””® :

The year 1643 opened as the last year had closed—full of
doubt and gloom. In the depths of the winter the fierce Mo-
hawks came down upon the Weckquaesgecks, Tankitekes and

ingkeshacky, Hackinkasacky, Hackensack, Hackinsack, Hackquinsack, Hacquin-
sacq, Hackinsagh, Hachingsack, Haghkingsack, Hakkensak.

! N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8., 1., 266.

2 The name here seems to be applied to the country lying between Newark
Bay and Tappaen. It was the colonie of Myndert Myndertsen van der Horst
the headquarters of which were at Hackensack, “ an hour's walk from Vries
endael.” Broadhead, s., 318. '

8 Breden Raedt, Doc. Hist. of N. Y. 1v.,102. Vide Van Vorst Family.

40Cal., N. N, 1,284 The Greeks and Indians seem to have entertained
similar ideas of atonement.

‘* A son's or brother's death,
By payment of a fine, may be atoned;
The slayer may remain in peace at home,
The debt diecharg'd ; the other will forego,
The forfeiture receiv’d, his just revenge.”

Derby’s Iliad, Book 1X., lines 781-5.

8 0’Cal.,, N. N, 4., 268. The Tankitekes were the Haverstraw Indians, of whom
Pacham was chief.
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Tappaens, whom they wished to place under tribute.! Seventeen
of them were slain, and many women and children made
prisoners, “the remainder fled through a deep snow to the
christians’ houses on and around the Island of Manhattan.
They were humanely received, being half dead of cold and
hunger, and supported for fourteen days; even some of the
Directors’ corn was sent to them.” Soon another panic seized
them, and again they fled, part of them to Pavonia, where the
Hackingsacks bivouacked one thousand strong.? They came
over to this side of the river on the 23d of February, 1643, and
encamped on the westerly edge of Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck,® be-
hind the settlement of Egbert Wouterssen* and adjoining the
bouwerie of Jan Evertsen Bout® Here it may be proper to let
the poor frightened savages rest for two days, and in the mean
while take a glance at the condition of Pavonia, and learn what
was taking place in New Amsterdam.

Up to this time, February, 1643, no settlement had been made
north of Hoboken. At this place a farm-house and brew-house
had been built and a bouwerie cleared and planted. Here Aert
Teunissen Van Putten and his family resided.®

1 N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8., 1., 267. 20Cdl., N.N., 1., 265.

8 The encampment was a few blocks east of the Lafayette Reformed Church,
and near the corner of Pine and Walnut streets, in Jersey City.

4 Col. Hist. of N. Y.,4.,209; Broadhead, i.,851. Wouterssen, from Yselstein,
was the first. occupant of the present Mill Creek Point, or Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck.
He held it under a lease from Bout, June 20, 1640. XN. Y. Col. MSS,, s., 201. -
On September 1, 1641, he married Engeltje Jans van Bresteede, widow.
Valentine's Manual, 1862, 650. On May 10, 1647, he obtained a patent for a
“ tract of land called in the Indian Apopcalyck, extending from Dirck Straat-
maker’s Kil to Gemoenepaen or Jan Evertz Kil, northeast by east and south-
west by west, behind the kil which runs through betwixt the upland and the
marsh, extending west northwest to the woods.” Land Papers(Abany), G-
@., 216. This included all the land south of the Abattoir and east of Sycan’'s
Creek. Winfield's Land Titles, 56. He was an Adelborster, or gentleman sol-
dier, in the army in 1653. He removed from Pavonia and went to New Am-
sterdam, where he died in 1680.

5 Bout’s farm included all of the upland lying between Communipaw Creek,
where the Abattoir now stands, on the south, and the meadow where the engine
house of the Central Railroad now stands, or Maple street, on the north.

¢ Van Putten was the first white resident of Hoboken. He leased the farm
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At Ahasimus was the family of Cornelis Van Vorst, now de-
ceased, at the head of which was Jacob -Stoffelsen, who had
married Van Vorst’s widow.

At Paulus Hoeck were Abraham Isaacsen Planck! and his
tenants, Gerrit Dircksen Blauw,? Claes Jansen Van Purmerendt
alias Jan Potagie,® and Cornelis Arissen.*

At Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck, or Mill Creek Point, as an under
tenant of Bout, resided Egbert Wouterssen with his family.

At Communipaw lived Jan Evertsen Bout. After his arrival
in 1634, he held this land as Pauw’s representative until the pa-
troon sold to the Company. Then, July 20, 1638, he leased the
bouwerie for a term of six years for one quarter of the crops.®
He afterward received, as a gift, a patent for the farm. The
following is a copy of this grant:

February 15, 1640, for twelve years from January 1, 1641. N. Y. Col. MSS,,¢.,
187. Kieft was to erect a small house, and Van Putten was to give as rent
“the fourth sheaf with which God Almighty shall favor the field.” He cleared
the land, fenced the fields, erected the first brew-house in the county, stocked
the place with twenty-eight head of large cattle, besides hogs, goats, and
sheep, and planted a number of fruit trees. Col. Hist. of N. Y., 1., 328.

! ITtid, 3., 194, 195.

2 Blauw occupied one morgen of land for a “ tobacco plantation,” under lease
dated October 21, 1638, for twelve years from the first of the month, at twenty-
five carolus guilders annually, “with express condition that Gerrit Dircksen shall
not keep for himself more than six goats and hogs for slaughter, and one sow
big with young.” XN. Y. Col. S8, i., 55.

3 Jan Potagie, or ““ Soup Johnny,” also occupied one morgen for the raising of
tobacco. Ibid,80. Vide Van Vorst Family.

4+ Lease dated April 20, 1643, to run for six years from May 1, 1644, for the
whole of Paulus Hoeck, with house and garden of Planck ; “ on which Paulus
Hoeck Abraham Planck shall cause a barn to be built at his expense, which
barn and house Cornelis Arissen must keep water tight ; said lessce shall pay
as rent for the first year 100 guilders, for the remaining five years 160 guilders
annually, if Jan Potagie continues to reside on the Hoeck, but if said Potagie
shall leave, the lessee shall pay for the aforesaid five years 180 guilders.” N,
‘Y. Col. MS8,, ii., 68.

8 This land must have been very productive. Van Der Donck says that Bout
laid a wager that he could raise a crop of barley on a field containing seven
morgens, which would grow so tall in every part of the field that the ears
could easily be tied together above his head. Van Der Donck went to see the
field of barley, and found that the straw was from six to seven feet high,and
very little of it any shorter. XN. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8., ¢., 159.
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“ We, Willem Kieft, Governor General, and Council under the
high and Mighty Lords States General of the United Netherlands,
High Mightiness of Orange and the Honorable Directors of
the authorized West India Company, residing in New Nether-
land, make known and declare that on this day hereunder written,
we have given and granted to Jan Everse Bout a piece of land
lying on the North River, westward from Fort Amsterdam, before
these pastured and tilled by Jan Everse, named Gamoenepaent
and Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck,? with the meadows, as the same lay
within the post and rail fence, containing eighty-four morgens.®

“In testimony whereof are these presents by us signed, and
with our seal confirmed, in Fort Amsterdam, in New
Netherland, the which land Jan Everse took possession
of in Anno 1638, and began then to plough and sow it.

Wiren Kierr.
‘ By order of the Honorable Governor General and
Council of New Netherland.
“CorNeLs VAN TIENHOVEN, Sec’y.”

L This is the first time the names of these two places are met with. It has
been said that “ Gamoenepaen” received its name from being the settlement of
Pauw. Dunlap’s Hist. of N. Y.,4.,50. Gemeente, “ community or commons.”
It is & possible origin rendered plausible by the modern orthography of the
word, which is not older than the present century. But Pauw had sold out his
interest some time previous, and it was the land, not the settiement, that was so
named. Up to this time the place had been included in the general name of Pa-
vonia. Now it was applied to the upland east of the hill and south of the mead-
ow between Communipaw avenue and Walnut street. The orthography, and
especially the final syllable of the word, precludes the idea of its being derived
from Pauw. It is, I think, beyond doubt an Indian word. It has been written in
many ways,e. g.. Gemeene Pus (common way ?), Gamoencepaen, Gamoenipan, Ge-
moenapa, Gamoenepa, Gemoenepa, Gemesnapa, Gemoenepaen, Ghmoenepaen, Ge-
meenepaen, @moenepaen, Commanepa, Commenapa, Communepah, Communiparw.

2 That is, John the Laugher’'s Point. It was a circular piece of upland at the
mouth of Mill Creek, surrounded on three sides by salt marsh and on the east
by Communipaw Cove. It is probable that this name immortalizes the jovial
disposition of Jan Evertsen Bout, who was its first occupant, and, after Pauw -
parted with his interest therein, held it under a lease (dated July 20, 1638) from
the Company.

8 For an explanation of this measure, vide Winfleld's Land Tttles, 26.

¢ The original is now in possession of John C. Van Horn, in good preserva-
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On the bluff immediately in the rear of Cavan Point, and just
where the Central Railroad crosses the Morris Canal, lived Dirck
Straatmaker.! It is possible there might have been a few other
families than those above named, living along the shore between
Hoboken and Cavan Point, but if so the fact has not survived.
There was no building on the Heights, and, as far as known,
none other in the county. '

As soon as the Indians had fled to the Datch for protection
from the wild warriors of the north, Kieft saw the opportunity
for which he had waited since the murder of the “ Raadmaker,”
and intimated the same to De Vries. He had dissolved the
representative ¢ Twelve,” and yet he feared the people, should
he attack the Indians. Well he might, for besides the retaliation
which would fall upon the scattered whites and outlying planta-
tions, the savages were the guests of the Dutch, “strong both
against the deed.” Violent and unscrupulous men, however,
soon opened a way for the slaughter of the savages. Among the
former “Twelve” were Jan Jansen Dam (or Damen), Maryn
Adriaensen, and Abraham Isaacsen Planck, ¢ threc inconsiderate
boors.” Kieft’s secretary, Cornelis Van Tienhoven, was a
crafty, subtle, intelligent, sharp-witted man. ¢ He was an adept
in dissembling. Where he laughed heartiest, he bit worst;
where he hated most, he pretended the warmest friendship. In
words and dealings he was loose, false, deceitful and lying;
promising every one, but when they came to the point ‘he was
not at home.”” Ile and Planck were brothers-in-law, and sons-in-
law of Dam. Planck, Dam and Adriaensen were the cronies
of Kieft. As Kieft was dining with Dam at’ Shrovetide, on the
night of February 24, 1643, and had become mellow with drink-
ing ‘“mysterious toasts,” and so open to the approach of evil
counsel, the host, with Planck and Adriaensen, assuming to

tion. It is without date, but Van Tienhoven says the farm was given to Bout
“long after the house was burat.” Col. Hist. of N. Y., ¢., 482. The house was
destroyed in 1643. .

! Winfield’s Land Titles, 58. This bluff took the name of Straatmaker’s
Point.

* Breseden Raedt, Doo. Hist. of N. Y., tv., 102,
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speak for the people, presented to Kieft the following cruel
petition drawn up by Van Tienhoven, for the immediate
slaughter of the unsuspecting Indians:!

“ To the Honorable William Kieft, Director General of New
Netherland, and his Honorable Council.

“The whole of the freemen respectfully represent, that though
heretofore much innocent blood was spilled by the savages with-
out having had any reason or cause therefor, yet your Honors made
peace on condition that the Chiefs should deliver the murderer into
your hands {either dead or alive), wherein they have failed, up to
the present time; the reputation of which our nation hath in
other countries, has thus been diminished, even, notwithstanding
innocent blood calleth aloud to God for vengeance : we therefore
request your Honors to be pleased to authorize us to attack the
Indians as enemies, whilst God hath fully delivered them into
our hands, for which purpose we offer our persons. This can be
effected, at the one place by the freemen, and at the other by
the soldiers.

Your Hono™ subjects,
MARYN ADRIAENSEN,
JAN JaNsEN Damgs,
ABraHAM PraNCEK.
By their authority,
CorNELS VAN TIENHOVEN,
. Secretary.”?

Although the “ Twelve” had been dissolved by Kieft himself,
and he therefore well knew that no one could speak for them,
he was weak enough to heed the voice of three men who falsely
spoke in the name of “ the whole of the freemen.” In his anx-
iety to perform what he thought a great and heroic deed, he
yielded to their counsel, and resolved to “ make the savages wipe
their chops.” On the following day Van Tienhoven and Hans
Stein, at one time a deputy jailor in New Amsterdam, came

1 Col. Hist. of N. Y., 1., 845. $ 1b4d, ., 198.
8 N. Y. Hist. £oc., N.8.,,1., 269. .
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over to Pavonia to reconnoitre the camp of the Indians! Cap-
tain De Vries and Dominie Bogardus, having been informed of
what was going on, remonstrated against the whole proceeding,
but in vain. Kieft was ambitious ¢ to perform a feat worthy of
the ancient heroes of Rome.” He immediately issued the fol-
lowing order: '

“ Sergeant Rodolf is commanded and authorized to take under
his command a troop of soldiers and lead them to Pavonia, and
drive away and destroy the savages being behind Jan Evertsen’s,?
but to spare as much as it is possible their wives and children,
and to take the savages prisoners. He may watch there for the
proper opportunity to make his assault successful ; for which end
Hans Stein, who is well acquainted with every spot on which the
savages are skulking, accompanies him. He, therefore, shall
consult with the aforesaid Hans Stein and the corporals. The ex-
ploit ought to be executed at night, with the greatest caution and
prudence. Qur God may bless the expedition.

“ Done 25 February, 1643.%

With such revolting blasphemy did the weak Director end
such a cruel order! A similar order was given to Adriaensen to
attack the Indians at Corlaer’s Hoeck. Most wicked and inop-
portune were both. The settlers were scattered and entirely
without notice of the impending blow. Their position and want
of preparation for detence rendered them an easy prey to the
savage. Under these circumstances the Dutch authorities were
entering upon a course the end of which was destruction.

The light of the 25th of February, 1643, was fading, and the
shadows of the black winter night- were drawing over the beau-

1 N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8,14.,345; Doc. Hist.of N. Y., iv., 108,

2 N.Y. Hist. Soc., N.' 8., 1., 269.

3 De Vriessays they encamped at Pavonia, * near the Oyster Bank.” Ibid, s.,
268. “On Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck, near Jan Evertsen’s bouwerie.” Col. Hist.
of N. ¥.,4,209. “By the bouwerie of Jan Evertzoon.” JIbid,s.,195. * Near
Jan Evertsen Bout's bouwerie.” . Ibid, ., 199. “ Behind the settlement of
Egbert Wouterssen, and adjoining the bouwerie of Jan Evertsen Bout.” 0’'Cal.,
N. N.,i., 267.

4 N. Y. Hist. Soc., N. 8., 1., 278.
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OOMMUNIPAW MASSACRE. 37

tifal bay. Huddled and chivering on the western slope of Jan
de Lacher’s Hoeck, under the protection of the Dutch, the unsus-
pecting Indians thought themselves safe from the fierce Mo-
hawks. But while they drew around the camp fires and talked
or dreamed of their forsaken wigwams, Manhattan was all astir
with the movement of troops and citizens. The noble-hearted
De,_ Vries stood beside the Director as the soldiers under Sergeant
Rodolf passed by the fort on their way to Pavonia. ‘“Let this
‘work alone,” said he; “ you will go to break the Indians’ heads,
but it is our nation you are going to murder.” * The order has
gone forth ; it shall not be recalled,” was Kieft’s dogged reply.'
The sergeant, with his eighty soldiers armed for the slaughter,
marched down to the river, and, embarking in boats prepared for
the purpose, silently rowed toward the shores of Pavonia. Round-
ing the sontherly point of Paulus Hoeck, under the guidance of
Hans Stein, they pulled for the high point at the mouth of Mill
Creek. Here they landed. Climbing the bank, they passed
close to the house of Egbert Wouterssen, and cautiously ap-
proached their sleeping victims. Suddenly the sound of mns-
ketry and the wild shrieks of the Indians rang out in the mid-
night. Even at this distance of time, “ the horrors of that
night cause the flesh to creep as we ponder over them.” Captain
De Vries, who, in contemplating the consequences of the expedi-
tion, could not sleep, says, ¢ I remained that night at the Govern-
or’s, and took a seat in the kitchen near the fire, and at mid-
night I heard loud shrieks. I went out to the parapets of the
fort and looked toward Pavonia. I saw nothing but the flash of
‘the guns, and heard nothing more of the yells and clamor of the
Indians, who were butchered during their sleep.”® Neither age
nor sex could stay the hand of the unrelenting Dutch. Suck-
lings were torn from their mothers’ breasts, butchered in the pres-
ence of their parents, and their mangled limbs thrown into the
fire or water. Others, ‘“while fastened to little boards”—the
rude cradle of the papoose—were cut throngh, stabbed, and mis-
erably massacred. Some were thrown alive into the river, and

10°Cdl., N. N, i., 267. 2 N. Y.-Hist, Soc., N. 8.,%., 269.
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when their fathers, obeying the promptings of nature, rushed in
to save them, the soldiers prevented their coming to shore, and
thus parents and children perished. The babe and the decrepid
old man shared the same fate. Some succeeded in hiding among
the bushes from their destroyers, but the next morning, driven
out by hunger to beg for bread, were cut down in cold blood and
thrown into the fire or river. De Vries says, “ Some came run-
ning to us from the country having their hands off, some, who
had their legs cut off, were supporting their entrails with their
arms, while others were mangled in other horrid ways, in part
too shocking to be conceived ; and these miserable wretches did
not know, as well as some of our people did not know, but
they had been attacked by the Mohawks.” Isaac Abrahamsen,a
captain of one of the vessels which had brought over the soldiers,
and was waiting for their return, saved a little boy and hid him
under the sails; but toward morning the poor child, overcome
with cold and hunger, made some noise. Instantly he was
“heard by the soldiers ; eighteen Dutch tigers dragged him from
under the sails in spite of the endeavors of the skipper, who was
alone against eighteen, cut in two and thrown overboard.”
Eighty Indians were slaughtered at Pavonia during that night,
and this, says De Vries, was *the feat worthy of the heroes of
old Rome.”

Great was the rejoicing on Manhattan when the soldiers re-
turned bearing the ghastly heads of some of the victims as the
trophies of their brilliant exploit. Planck’s mother-in-law went
so far as to kick these heads in her yet unappeased rage! Baut,
closer than they knew, sorrow and mourning were following
upon the heels of their unhallowed rejoicing. How could it be
otherwise? What though the slayers were ‘ Christians” and
the slain savages? ¢ Hath not a Jew eyes{ hath not a Jew
hands, organe, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? fed with
the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by the

1 Breeden Raedt, Doc. Hist. of N. Y., 0., 104.
20'Cal,N.N., 4., 269,
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same winter and summer, as a Christian is? If a Jew wrong a
Christian, what is his humility ? revenge ; if a Christian wrong a
Jew, what should his sufferance be by Christian example { why,
revenge. The villainy you teach me I will execute; and it
shall go hard but I will better the instruction.”

How suddenly had briars sprung up in the trail!' While
yet the fiendish orgies were being enacted, the work of
retaliation had begun. Dirck Straatmaker, in company with
some Englishmen and his wife, who had a baby? in her arms,
came at an early hour upon the bloody field for the purpose of
plunder. The surviving Indians, who now saw the soldiers filing
off toward their boats, whlle the others tarried, fired upon Straat-
maker’s party, with what result the following certificate will
show :

““We, the undersigned, sergeant, corporal, and soldiers, at the
request of the Attorney General, attest that on the — February,
1643, in the morning, after we had beaten a party of savages at
Pavonia, behind Egbert Wouterssen’s, the wife of Dirck Straat-
maker, with a few Englishmen, arrived on the spot where the
slain were lying, with a view to plunder maize or any other arti-
cle. We declare solemnly we warned said Dirck Straatmaker
and his wife and told them to go home, to which Dirck replied,
¢ There is no danger. If there were a hundred savages, none of
them would hurt us” Upon which the undersigned left the
spot, according to their orders, to go to the house of Egbert.
When they arrived there they heard a shriek; then the sergeant
ordered some of his soldiers toward the spot, where they found

1 « There are briars in the trail between us.” An Indian proverb, signifying
that trouble exists between the tribes.

4 This child was saved. He was named Jan Dircksen Strastmaker. Shortly
afterward he was bound by the authorities in New Amsterdam’ to Claes Teu-
nissen, with whom he had, on Feb. 28, 1659, been living for sixteen years., He
was then in his seventeenth year. Minutes of the Orphan’s Court, New Amst.,
96. He must, therefore, have been very young at the time of the massacre,
It is probable that from him came the family of that name which for & long
time lived in Hoboken. He married Geesje Gerrits, Jan. 14, 1665. Winfleld’s
Land Titles, 58.
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Dirck, aforesaid, wounded (who died a while after of his wounds),-
and his wife dead. The soldiers saved the English, who had
only one gun amongst them all.

“ Thomas Willet declared that Dirck aforesaid, being asked
¢Why did you not come with us when we warned ?’ answered '
‘I might have wel escaped by running, but I did.not wish to
leave my poor wife.)

“All which the undersigned declare to be true. Done 18th
May, 1643, in New Netherlands.

“ Juriaen RonoLF, Sergeant,
“ Perer PETERSEN, Corporal,
“ Tromas WiLrer.”

So unsuspecting were the Indians of the treachery of the
Dateh, that some of them fled from Pavonia to the fort in New
Amsterdam for protection, believing for a time that they had been
attacked by the Mohawks.? They were soon undeceived, how-
ever, and forthwith entered upon a relentless war.. Eleven
tribes resolved upon the work of destruction. They murdered
all the men they could find, dragged the women and children
into captivity, burnt houses, barns, grain, haystacks, and laid
waste the farms of the whites. Fromn the Raritan to the Con-
necticut not a white person was safe from the tomahawk and
scalping knife, except those who clustered around Fort Amster-
dam. Says Roger Williams, “ Mine eyes saw the flames of their
towns, the flights and hurries of men, women, and children, and
the present removal of all that could to Holland.”®

The people laid the fearful responsibility of their present ca-
lamities upon Kieft. He tried to shift it upon the shoulders of the
three who had urged him to the great wrong. “I have,” said
he to Bout, “ wherewith to defend my conscience, namely, Maryn
Adnaensen Jan Damen, and the man over there, your neigh-
bor,” meaning Planck. “ You have done fine work,” said Jacob
Stoffelsen. “ You must blame the freemen,” responded Kieft.
"“You have now done fine work, in causing the murder of

* 1Valentine's Manual, 1868, 541. $ N. Y. Hist, Soc, N. 8., ., 269.
3 Rhode Island Hist. Soc., 4is., 159, .
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Christian blood,” said Blauw of Paulus Hoeck, alluding to his
stepson, who had been killed. ¢ You must put the blame on
the freemen, .of whom your neighbor, Abraham Planck, is one,”
replied the Director.! Adriaensen became indignant at the at-
tempt to place the responsibility of the war upon him and his
associates. It was more than he chose to bear. .Rushing upon
the Director with cutlass and pistol, he "demanded, “ What dev-
ilish lies are these you have been telling of me?’ He was
seized, disarmed, and committed to prison. His attack was the
signal for a general rising, which was, however, readily subdued,
and Adriaensen was shortly after sent in chains to Holland for
trial.

Kieft, goaded by the. stings of conscience and the taunts of
those who had suffered, attempted to conquer a peace, but was
unsuccessful. He then turned with suppliant voice to the same
God whom he had mocked in his infamous order. to Sergeant
Rodolf : “Whereas, we continue to suffer much trouble and
loss from these heathen, and many of the inhabitants find their
lives and property in jeopardy, which no doubt is the conse-
quence of our manifold sins ; therefore the Director and Council
have deemed it proper that next Wednesday, being the fourth of
March, shall be holden a general fast and prayer, for which every
individual is solicited to prepare himeelf, that we may all, with
true and incessant prayer, seek God’s blessed mercy, and not give
occasion through ‘our iniquities that God’s holy name may be
contemned by the heathen.” Neither his attempt to lay the
blame upon others, nor his attempt to force the natives into sub-
mission, nor his humbling himself before God could screen him
from the tempest of indignation that burst upon him. To such
a pitch were the people aroused that the proposition was made
to depose him from his office and ship him to Holland.®

1 Col. Histiof N. Y., ., 195. 2 Valentine's Manual, 1868, 540.

3 Hendrick Kip was heard to say: “ The Kivit (meaning the director) ought
to be packed off to Holland in the Peacock, with a letter of recommendation to
Master Gerrit (the public execationer) and a ponnd ﬂemiah 80 that he may give
him a nobleman’s death.” XN. Y.Col. MS8S., ., 58
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It was now approaching the latter part of March. The season
of the year was near when the Indians mnst prepare for the
maintenance of themselves and families by planting. This could
not be done in the midst of a war. Advances were therefore
made by Pennawitz, chief of the Canarsees, for the re-establish-
ment of peace. This resulted in a “talk” on Long Island, fol-
lowed by a treaty of ‘“solid peace” on the 25th of March.!
Some of the Long Island sachems then went to Hackensack and
Tappaen to persuade those tribes to send to the fort and make
peace with the Dutch. Nearly a month passed before they
could be induced to put any faith in the Director. At length
Oritany, sachem of the Hackensacks, invested with full power by
the neighboring tribes, repaired to Fort Amsterdam, and entered
into the following compact :

“This day, the twenty-second of April, 1643, between Wil-
lem Kieft, Director-General, and the Council of the New Neth-
erlands, on the one side, and Oratatin, Sachem of the savages
residing at Ack-kin-kashacky,? who declared that he was dele-
gated by and for those at Tappaen, Reckgawawanc, Kictawanc,
~and Sintsinck, on the other side, is a Peack concluded in the
following manner, to wit :

“ All injustices committed by said nations against the Nether-
landers, or by the Netherlanders against said nations, shall be
forgiven and forgotten forever ; reciprocally promising, one the
other, to cause no trouble, the one the other; but whenever the
savages understand that any nation, not mentioned in this treaty,
may be plotting mischief against the Christians, then they will
give to them a timely warning, and not admit such a nation
within their own limits.’®

To impress the savages with the solemnity and honesty of this
compact, presents were mutually exchanged. But these savages,
untutored in the elaborate deceptions of diplomacy, did not feel
that the presents received were commensurate with the great

! Valentine'’s Manual, 1868, 540. 9 Hackensack.
3 Al. Rec..4.,220; OCal, N.N., ¢, 277.
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wrongs they had suffered, and they went away grumbling.
Hence the peace thus concluded was only apparent and did not
last long. The river tribes were not at ease. The great injuries
inflicted upon them by the hated Swannekins were nnavenged
or unatoned, and nothing but blood or a full satisfaction could
extinguish the fierce hatred which they nursed. Early in Au-
gust the war whoop was sounded above the Highlands, and thence
rolled southward. In some instances by stealth, in others by
open violence, the savages waged a relentless war. Seven differ-
ent tribes joined the coalition, which spread terror on every side.
In this hour of peril Kieft called upon the people whom he had
previously slighted to come to his assistance. They selected
EIGHT representatives to confer and advise with the Director and
Council. In this body was Jan Jansen Damen, but, for the
part he had taken in bringing about the February massacre, he
was expelled, and Jan Evertsen Bout of Communipaw chosen in
his stead. The E1enT resolved on war, and Kieft proceeded to
arm the people, and stationed them in small companies to pro-
tect the outlying settlements. But the savages were alert and
gave the Dutch but little time for preparation. The force
detailed to defend Lord Nederhorst’s colonie were routed on the
night of September 17th, and the house in which they took ref-
uge was burned. Jacob Stoffelsen, then living near the present
corner of Henderson and Third streets in Jersey City, fearing
his place might be injured, had three or four soldiers detailed for
its protection. On the 1st of October nine Indians came to
his house. They were kindly disposed toward him, and did not
desire to injure his person. Under some pretence they induced him
to cross over to the fort. They then approached the soldiers as
tfriends. These, being thrown off their guard by this show of
friendship, gave no attention to their muskets, were attacked and
killed, and the buildings burned. The savages took young Ide
Van Vorst prisoner and carried him off to Tappaen.! Aert
Teunissen of Hoboken, out on a trading excursion, was killed

_—— o — ——— — e~

1 N. Y. Hist. Soc., N, 8.,4.,273. The next day, at the request of Kieft and
Stoffelsen, De Vries went to Tappaen and ransomed the * boy.”
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near Sandy Hook,' and afterward his farm was laid waste and
his cattle were destroyed. The four bouweries in Pavonia—
Bout’s at Gamoenepaen, Wouterssen’s at Jan de Lacher’s Hoeck,
Stoffelsen’s at Ahasimus, and Teunissen’s at Hoboken—were
laid waste and the buildings destroyed, not generally by open
force, but by creeping through the bush and setting fire to the
roofs, which were constructed either of reeds or straw.? Before
leaving, they burned every house in Pavonia, except the brew
house in Hoboken,® and destroyed every bouwerie and planta-
tion, with twenty-five lasts* of corn and other produce, and killed
or drove away the cattle’ Pavonia and adjoining districts suf-
fered more than any other section. So thoroughly was their de-
struction accomplished that from Tappaen to the Highlands of
the Navesinck the country was once more in possession of its ori-
ginal masters.® All was desolation. In the language of the
Ercnr to the States General : “ Every place almost is abandoned.
We, wretched people, must skulk, with wives and little ones, that
still are left, in poverty together, by and around the fort on the
Manhattes, where we are not one hour safe. . . . These
heathen are strong in might. They have formed an alliance
with seven other nations; are well provided with guns, powder,
and ball, in exchange for beaver by private traders, who have
had for a long time free course here. The rest they take from
our brethren whom they murder.””

These troubles produced much discontent among the colonists.
‘Poverty followed in the wake of the war. The company’s treas-
ury was depleted, and Kieft attempted to replenish it by heavier
taxation, This, added to the war, kept the country in an almost
disorganized condition until the spring of 1645, Then a number
of tribes concluded a treaty of peace with the Dutch. In honor
of this event, a “ grand salute of three guns” was fired by Jacol
Jacobsen Roy, gunner in Fort Amsterdam. Unfortunately, one
of the pieces—a brass six-pounder—exploded, and poor Roy was

1 Valentine's Hist. of N. Y, 47. 2 Ibid, 46 ; Col. Hist. of N. Y., i., 185.
3 Col. Hist.of N. Y, ¢., 829. ¢ Ibid, 1., 190. 8 Broadhead, §.,-869.
¢ 0’Cal., N. N., ., 889. 7 Ibid, ., 898.
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badly wounded in the right arm.! It was not, however, until the
thirtieth of August, that the river Indians consented to lay down
their arms, and enter into the following treaty :

“This day, being the 30th of August, 1645, appeared in the
Fort Amsterdam, before the Director and Council, in the pres-
ence of the whole Commonalty, the sachems or chiefs of the sav-
" ages, as well in their own behalf as being authorized by the neigh-
boring savages, namely: OgaTanEy, Chief of Ackinkes-hacky;
SessEkenick and WicLianm, Chiefs of Tappaen and Reckgawa-
wank ; Pacaam and PenNEwINk (who were here yesterday and
gave their power of attorney to the former, and also took upon
themselves to answer for those of Onaney and the vicinity of
Majanwetinnemin, of Marechowick, of Nyack and its neighbor-
hood), und AeprsEN, who personally appeared, speaking in behalf
of Wappinz, Wiquaeskecks, Sintsnicks and Kicktawons.

“Fiest. They agree to conclude with us a solid and durable
peace, which they promise to keep faithfully, as we also obligate
ourselves to do on our part.

“Secoxnp. If it happen (which God in his mercy avert) that
there arise some difficulty between us and them, no warfare shall
ensue in consequence, but they shall complain to our Governor,
and we shall complain to their sachems.

“If any person shall be killed or murdered, justice shall be
directly administered upon the murderer, that we may henceforth
live in peace and amity.

“ Trirp. They are not to come on Manhattan Island, nor in the
neighborhood of Christian dwellings with their arms; neither will
we approach their villages with our guns, except we are con-
ducted thither by a savage to give them warning.

“Fourra. And whereas, there is yet among them an English
girl, whom they promised to conduct to the English at Stamford,
they still engage, if she is not already conducted there, to bring
her there in safety, and we promise in return to pay them the
ransom which has been promised by the English.

1 N. Y. Col. MSS,, iv., 221,



46 HISTORY OF HUDSON COUNTY.

¢ All which is promised to be religiously performed throughout
the whole of New Netherlands.

“Done i Fort Amsterdam, in the open air, by the Director
and Council in New Netherland, and the whole commonalty,
called together for this purpose, in the presence of the MaQuas
ambassadors, who are solicited to assist in this negotiation as
arbitrators, and Corneclius Anthonissen, their interpreter, and an
arbitrator with them in this solemn affair. Done as above.”

This treaty wassigned by Sisendogo, Claes Norman, Orataney,
Sessekemis, William of Tappaen, Jacob Stoffelsen, Aepjen,
sachem of the Mohicans, and Cornelis Teunissen, all of whom
affixed their mark; and by Willem Kieft, La Montagne, Jan
Underhill, Francis Doughty, George Baxter, Richard Smith,
Gysbert Opdyke, Jan Evertsen Bout, Oloff Stevensen and Cor-
nelis Haykens.!

Thus closed the first Indian war. It had been carried on for
eighteen months with but slight intermission. On the return of
peace, the owners and tenants of farms on the west side of the
river came back to and rebuilt their desolated bouweries.?

1 Valentine’'s Manual, 1863, 544.

¢ Bout was among the number who returned. Before he had reconstructed
his dwelling, however, he sold the “ farm and a poor, unfinished house, with
some few cattle, for 8,000 florins,” to Michael Jansen. Col. Hist.of N. Y., ¢., 432.
Vide Vreeland Family. Itis probable that Jansen purchased this farm in 1646.
