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MAYOR OF THE GITY OF HOBOKEN,
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Mavyor's OFFICE, % I, therefore, have the honor and privilege of
Hozoxen, N. J., May 6, 1889. addressing you again, and in my second an-

To the Council of the City of Hoboken:

GENTLEMEN:—Another year has rolled by
and our official acts during the same are now
a part of history.

One of the most prominent members of your
honorable body, as well as longest in service,
whose voice and face was familiar to everyone,
has by the will of a Divine Providence been
removed from our midst and will never be
with us again,

The sad bereavement which the family and

the city at large have sustained thereby have
been suitably and fittingly expressed in the
resolutions of condolence adopted by your
honorable body.
B The unanimity of the representatives of the
different political parties in nominating and
endorsing me again for the office of Mayor
have met with the most hearty approval of the
public in general, and I take this occasion of
publicly tendering my sincere thanks to our
citizens who have unanimously re-elected me
to the highest office within their gift, with the
firm regolve to do my best to merit their appro-
bation and esteem for the future in the same
manner as I have enjoyed it in the past.

nual message discuss such matters as are of
importance to the government of cur city, and
in connection therewith make such recommen-
dations becoming our progressive age and a
desire to improve the public gervice. In per-
forming this duty I am confronted with the
pleasant fact that the Common Council, with
the exception of one member, is mainly com-
posed of men of ripe experience in the city’s
business, who will encounter little or no diffi-
culties in the dispatch of public business.

We, therefore, enter upon the d.scharge of
our respective duties under the most favorable
circumstances, and with a fixed determination
to perform the same without fear or favor,
aided by our former experience, whereby we
will be enabled to avoid errors in the future,
we cannot fail to merit and receive the ap-
proval of the public in general.

LITIGATION.

The city is comparatively free from any new
litigation of any moment since the last mes-
sage, and such suits as were then pending have
been pushed towards completion with all pos-
sible energy consistent with prudent manage-
ment. The amounts involved in those litiga-




,:ons are so large that the defendants have
defended on technical legal points which call
for the intervention of appellate courts for
gettlement, and in that manner entail great
delays which cannot be prevented. The Mec-
Mahon bond case is an instance of this, and
the Murphy bond case is another. In the
former case the referee rendered judgment in
favor of the city and against the bondsmen,
but immediately the latter appealed to the
Supreme Court, where the cases were argued
last February but cannot be decided until June
next. The Court will almost certainly coufi.m
the judgment in favor of the city. The de-
fendants then may appeal to the Court of
Appeals, which is the last resors, and that
court’s determination will conclude the matter.
1f the Supreme Court decide in favor of ihe
city it is quite likely that an appeal to tha
Court of Appeals will be practically usetess, as
the decision of the Supreme Court is seldom
disturbed by that court, unless on some new
or extraordinary question. The case against
Murphy’s bondsmen is also in the Supreme
Cours on demurrer. This case was fraught
with legal difficulties from the fact that the
Board of Water Commissioners never at-
tempted to govern Murphy in his duties. The
Corporation _Attorney,: therefore, had great
difficulty in drawing the necessary legal docu-
ments to sustain the action against the sure~
ties. And when the papers were drawn they
Were objécted to immediately by counsel to the
bondsmen. The matter came up before Justice
Knapp for his decision, and he decided in favor
of the correctness of the Corporation Attorney’s
pleadings. Couneel for the bondsmenthen ap-
plied to the Supreme Court, and the matter wi.l
be again argued before that court in June.

The case of the Hackensack Water Com-
pany against the city was decided last month
in favor of the Water Company. The case
involved the claim of the company to recover
$28,000 for water supplied to the city, and the
defence made was that the contract in ques-
tion should have been made with the Water
Commissioners and not with the Mayor and
Council. As no defence was made agaiust the
company’s right to claim for the water sup-
plied, the Court decided that the -city, with-
out the aid of a Board of Water Commis -
sioners, had a legal right to contract for water
and was liable on its contract. The main
question sought to be raised, viz.: whether
the Board of Water Commissioners had any
legal existence, was not squarely decided.
The case, however, settles the right of the city
to contract for water and to do all the busi-
ness necessary to supply the people with water
without the incubus of the Board of Water
Commissioners.
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Another case of more importance is that of
Stuart vs. the city, involving the right of a
sub-contractor or material man to place a lien
on the public bath for non payment of money
due on the contract. This case involves sim-
ply a question of law, and will be decided by
Court this term, as I believe, in favor of the
city.

There are turee other cases—Stretch vs. the
city and Goestrup vs. the city—involving the
right of property owners to damages arising
from a change of grade of Adams street. The
plaintiffs in these cases will recover something
for damages to be fixed by a referee. The
expense incident to these grade suits will here-
after be done away with, by reason of an act
of the Legislature, which the Corporation
Attorney had passed, enabling the Board of
Commissioners of Assessmeunts to estimate
damages as well as benefits on all future city
improvements.

The River street opening was another im-
portant litigation, which is now practically
disposed of. It involved the right of the city
to condemn the land between First and Sec-
ond streets on River street, for the purpose of
connecting upper and lower River street.
This was an improvement which had to come
sooner or later, and the sooner the better, as
it involved to a great extent the future
development of the river frontage of the city

.and encouraged steamship companies to locate

here by reason of the easy access to the river
it would afford.

Commissioners had to be appointed by the
Court to assess the damages to the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Company, and Justice Knapp
appointed three honorab'e men—DMessrs.
Hardenbergh, Fuller and Bray—to make the
assessment. They awarded the Railroad Com-
pany $44,750 as the value of land aud build-
ings taken and incidental damages suffered
by the improvement. This will be assessed,
according to law, on the property benefittel
specially, to the extent of the benefits, and
the excess will be assessed on the city at

" large.

The question of riparian rights frontiag the -
Hudson Sgunare Park arose during the last
year, and resulted in the passage of an act by
the present House of Assembly enabling the
city to obtain a grant of the State right to
lands under wa‘er frocting public squares.
When this act passes the cty will be in a
position to obtain a grant from the Riparian
Commissioners of land under water fronting
Hudson Square, and will thus be enabled to
consent to the making of a roadway below
the present sea wall, so as to connect lower
River street at Fourth street with whatever



thoroughfare may be constructed above Wifth
‘street.

In this way the park can be kept intact and
at the same time the river frontage north of
Fourth street will be opened to development.
River frontage about New York city proper
is now in exclusive use, and steamship com-
panies and warehouse people desiring proper
facilities will seek this city for their business
if the proper conveniences and facilities can
be supplied. The river front below Fourth
street is now occupied, and with the opening
of the street between First and Second streets
and a roadway below the present sea wall to
connect the upper portion of the city water
front with the lower part, and also the upper
and lower ferries, it requires no discussion to
see at once that the future of Hoboken can in
this way be rapidly developed. Shipping
interests will be encouraged to locate here,
which in turn give employment to cur work-
ing population, give additional importance to
our status as a city, add to its wealth and by
reason of the improvements increase the tax-
able valuable of real estate on the river front,
which now is assessed as ordinary real estate
only. The influx of commerce and com-
mercial agencies have made New York and
Jersey City of first importance, and there is
no reason to apprehend that the same causes
will not produce the same results in our
case.

The case of Flaherty vs. Hoboken is one
which arose on the contract for the improve-
ment of Garden street, between Sixth and
Seventh streets. The work was claimed by
residents on the line to be so badly done that
the city was obliged to have it taken up and
made over again and charge the work against
Flaherty’s account. He refused to acknow-
Jedge the defective work, and brought suit to
recover the full balance due ou his contract.
The Court will have to determine the m :tter.
There are other litigations involving small
matters, whick are of no paiticular public
interest.

- Qur Corporation Attorney’s statement in re=
gard to the city's lawsuits is very interesting
and should be carefully read by all. His
reference to the suit of the Hackensack Water
Company against the city clearly demonstrates
to my mind the fact that the Board of Water
Commissioners now 18 a useless append:ge fo
our city xrovernment. It has outlived its use-
fulness, and at the next session of our legisla-
ture proper steps should be taken to abolish it.
Proper arrangements might be made with the
water company to coilect its own bills, or else
impose this duty upon the collector of rev-
enue.

- I furthermore suggest to ths Board of Water

Commissioners the propriety of sending the
bills to the consumers in the same manner as
the tax bills are sent out by the collector; the
more speedy payment of bills when sent will
readily compensate for the slight increase in
the collection expense.

I further recommend that you request the
Board of Water Commissioners to regulate the
office hours of their clerical force so as to cor-
respond with those of the other offices in the
city hall. The time for opening and closing
our public offices should be uniform, always
bearing 1n mind that the officers are there for
the public, and not vice versa,

Our corporation attorney has not been able
to furnish us with a revised copy of our char-
ter and ordinances, which work the council
ordered to be prepared last spring, and for
which the necessary appropriation was made
by the last Board of Tax Commissioners. This
is not to be construed as a dereliction of
duty by our able corporation attorney, who
being overwhelmed with professional work,
had to assign this work to one of his asgistants
who, on account of sickness, has been unable
to prcceed with the same. The speedy com-
pl tion of this work is, however, a matter of
great importance to our city%fﬁcers, who are
continually in the dark in regard to existing
laws and ordinances. I would recommend to

_push this work with all due diligence, and

that the corporation attorney in case of the pro-
longed sickness of his assistant, berequested to
engage the services of some competent person
to complete the -same, under his immediate
supervision, within a reasonable time,

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

Our police department compares favorably
with that of any ofher city of its size. Its
chief and principal officers are men long in
service and of rips experience; who have all
the qualifications necessary to maintain, for
ths department under their care, its reputation
for excellency and efficiency, especially when
in this work they receive the undivided sup-
port of the Board of Police Commissioners.

However, it cannot be denied that there are
men in our department, who, if rumors are
correct, ought vot to be there. To purify the
force from this objectionable element will
largely depend upnn the support which we re-
csive from the public at large, who often 1ack
the courage to come forward and make proper
complaints when witnessing a breach of discip-

" line or a violation of the rules of the depart-

ment, and thus enable the chief and his aids
to make proper charges before the Board of
Police Commissioners, that the offenders may
be brought to justice.

During the past year frequent complaint



from tradesmen of our city and elsewhere,
have been received against members of the
department for not paying their honest debts,
even after allowing them a very reasonable
time to settle the same. This must be stopped,
ag the action of a few of the men casts a stain
on the honor and reputation of the whole
force. Most of the men perhaps would not
have received the credit, which they have so
ghamefully abused, if they were not members
of our police force, and thus be considered a
gafe rigk, on account of their steady positions.
I deem it the bounden duty of the Board of
Police Commissioners to protect our trades-
people in their just claims, and render every
aggistance in their collections, by adopting
gsuch measures as will compel such delinquents
to liquidate their legal obligations, or run the
risk of being dismissed from the department
in case of refusal to agree to a reasovable
seftlement.

« I am of the opinion that without an increase

in our force, it would be practlcable and feasi~
ble to maintain a sub-station in the uptown dis-
trict. Said portion of our city is rapidly
building up, and the travel on the Fourteenth
street ferry is steadily increasing. If an offi~
cer is compelled to make an arrest in said dis-
trict he has to bring his prisoner down to the
City Hall station, which at least requires half
an hour and perhaps more, while his post is in
the meantime unprotected. It has been sug-
gested to procure a patrol wagon, buf I do not
think it to be of as much benefit as the erect-
tion of a sub-station, more especially as the
lot for the same can be obtained without
any cost to the city.

I again call your attention to the matter of
conveying prisoners and tramps to the county
jail and other institutions. The President of
the N. H. C.R. R. Co. has repeatedly pro-
tested against the tl'ansportatfon of the same
on their elevated and surface roads, as it is
very objectionable to other passengers.

The city now owns five horses for the use of
the fire department. By purchasing a suita-
ble wagon, the teams and drivers .could be
alternately employed to convey these persons
to the jail or other county institutions. Such
trips would provide a daily healthy exercise
for the animals and drivers, and could be so
arranged as not to be detrimental to an effic-
ient fire service.

POOR.

On account-of the rapid growth of our city,
it is impossible for the Overseer of the Poor to
investigate personally the circumstances of all
applicants for charity. For this reason many
applications for relief are granted that upon
proper investigation would prove fraudulent,

and should therefore have been refused. In
order to enable the Overseer of the Poor to
administer the duties of his office with greater
efficiency for the benefit of the deserving poor,
I would recommend §to the Board of Police
Commissioners to detail for duty, with the
Overseer of the Poor, so many of the officers
now detailed to doorman duty, and such of
the officers who are on the pension list and
physically incapable, as he may deem neces-
sary for his assistance, in order to enable him
to investigate properly all applications for re-
lief.

I also wish to remind our Board of Tax
Commissioners that with the increase of our
population the applicants for relief grow more
numerous, and that therefore it will be neces-
sary in the future to increase the appropria-
tion for the poor in proper proportion to the
growth of our population, especially as the
expense for the interment of deceased paupers
is also taken out of said fund.

As our city is yet without a hospital of its
own, and as no wealthy resident of our com-
munity has yet seen fit and proper to erect for
himself or herself an everlasting monu-
ment in the hearts of their fellow citi-
zens, grander and nobler than monumsants of
granite or metal that may be erected over
their tomb, by founding a hospital, with a
proper endowment for its maintenance, I
would respectfully recommend that a suffic-
ient sum be appropriated for the support and
care of our sick poor in St. Mary’s Hospital of
our city. Said institution is always ready to
take care of the city’s sick, and ever since its
existence has been a great benefit to us.

STREETS.

Our streets are in a fair way of ;becoming
models for other cities.

The plan adopted several years ago of grad-
ually removing the cobblestone pavement and
substituting Belgian blocks for the same, has
worked very satisfactorily, and if continued
we will in a few years have a uniforin, dura-
bie and smooth pavement throughout the
whole city.

The streets can thus be kept cleaner, and
they will require very little money for repairs.
Our Street Commissioner has made goad use
of the funds for street cleaning and repairing,
and has kept our streets and highways, as far
as the means on hand would permit, in a gen-

erally satisfactory condition.

I would recommend to cause the street
sweeper owned by the city to be more fre-
quently used on the improved pavement, as
the use of it will save labor, and. it can almost
be run without any cost. We now own a
horse for the hose wagon of No.. 1 Engine



‘Company, and will perhaps also have one for
.No. 3 Engine, and as drivers or attendants
for these horses will have to be employed, for
whom we do not expect to have work enough
in the fire gervice, I am of the opinion that
drivers and horges could be used to advantage
in propslling the street sweeper, and thus
materially reduce the cost of keeping them
for the use of the Fire Department exclu-
sively.

The litigation in regard to River street is
ended. The price of $44,750 for the con-
demned property as awarded by the Commis-
sioners appointed. by Justice Knapp, has been
paid to the representatives of the P. R. R. Co.-
and the same is now in possession of the city.
The preliminary proceedings having been dis«
posed of the work of opening this important
highway will be commenced w1thout any fur-
ther delay.

Telegraph, telephone, electric light a,nd,,
messenger gervice poles are necessary evils, as
we have no law to compel thess companies to
place their wires under ground. They should,
however, be made to look as ornamental as is
compatible with their usefulness: by being*
well painted and kept free from: a.dvexlusmg
matter.

I am informed that the Western Un—
ien Telegraph Company is transgress-
ing . its privileges and trespasses upon the
rights of. other companies ‘'without their:
consent and that of the city anthorities. This
should be -investigated, and if true, the com-
pany should be required.to respect our laws
and ordinances, as well as the rights of other
companies, ; :

The New Jersey Junetion Railroad Co. is, by
ordinance, required to maintain safety gates
at the  First strest .crossing, as well ag at the

crossing of Willow avenue and Seventeenth-

gfreet. . . -

‘The gates at First street have been removed
for gsome time and have nof bsen replacad by
others,

. At the Willow avenus croessing a couple of -

good sized toothpicks stand as safety gates at

that place, but since the company has never

made any use of them,I fail to see what good or
safe purpose they serve. The same are so
weak that I fail to see how a runaway horse

could be stopped by coming in contact with.

such an apology for a gate.

. The Corporation Attorney should be in-.

structed to take -proper steps to eompel the
company to protect these crossings in. a proper
manner. : i,
Inregard to the necesgity of procuring street
signs, to which I alluded in my last mesgage,

andr to which I had occasion to refer again.
some time ago’ I observe that the proper.steps

have been taken to that end. I trust that the
contract will be awarded as soon as posgible,
and the signs, which should be plain and neat,
be put up without delay.

NEW BUILDINGS..

The constructlon and erection of new build-
ings of all kinds during the past few years in
our city is surprisingly large, and demon-
strates more forcibly than anything else, that
our city is growing fast. . This ig further
proof of the asgertion, based upon reliable
statistics, that Hoboken’s increase of popula-
tion is proportionately greater than that of;
her sister city, New York., As a matter of in-.
formation regarding the large number of
buildings erected this year, our Street Com~.
missioner reports that he has, during thes
year, collected about $950.00 for sewer tapping.
fees. Five dollars is charged for every 25 feet
of frontage for such purpose, .

_Thig sum is the largest that has go far been
eolleohed,ior thig purpose by any Street .Com-
misgioner in any one_year, These exiensive.
improvements that so materially advance the
valuation of our real estate and increase our
taxable property-are, however, not. subjact to .
any rules or regulations concerning their.
safety of construction or sanitary arrange-
ments. ; Even if, we had the laws, there is no:
officer in.our employ -competent t0. execufe .
them. The greedy speculator is.not.checked:
wnen erecting his Buddensieck houses. and.:
maatraps regardiess of the lives of those em-
ployed in building theém, as well as of the
peoplé who areito. live in.them, . | = ¢ ° ¢

Old, and dilapidated: buildings . not Worth
repairing, which should. bs condemned and :
torn down for public safety,:threaten to.crush :
the pedestrian, unless the ' Counciliinvest the -
Btreet: Commisgioner Wlllh authorlty t0 remove &
the same,. FL 25 Wy S

For these and other reasons, I earnestly -
recommend the appomtment of a competent
and. able person as a Building Inspectaor.
While I have no desire to recommend the .
creation of new and useless offices, I amsatis-’
fied that the public will agree with ma in this
case. -I believe an act of the Legislature, as.
well as our city charter, give you ample power:
to appoint a building mspector and deﬁue hls,
duties by ordinanece.

The present ordmanoe enected to provxde.
against the erection of frame buildings ia;
cortain sections of our city is insufficient and
defective. The sams has on geveral occasions;
been tested before. the Recorder and the.cases:
were decided against the city. : o

If any good is to be accomplished for cur.
city: by such-an ordinance it will be welil to
repeal the present one and substitute one that:



will stand the test of law when properly ap-
plied. For the preservation of our handsome
City Hall, I recommend that the same be
repaired where required, and the outside well
painted,

The approaches to the lower gection of our
city by way of the river will, during the com-
ing year, be adorned with several new and
imposing buildings.

The new depot of the D., L, & W. Railroad,
the new offices of the Hoboken Land and Im-=
pr ovement Co., as well as our new Post Uffice,
when jfinished, will captivate the eye of the
stranger who vigits our city and at once create
& good impression.

The means of communication between here
and New York are constantly improving. As
evidence of which I refer you fo the palatial
new ferryboat “Bergen,” which will scon be
put in service,and which may justly be termed
the flagship of the company’s fleet of ferry-
boats. In the construction of this boat a new
departure has been taken, and the same is pro-
nounced a grand success.

I take the liberty of suggesting to the Ho-
boken Land and Improvement Co. another
new departure, and that is to agree to a volun«
tary reduction of the passenger ferriage during
certain hours of the day, as an additional
inducement for the working classes to seftle
down in Hoboken, instead of going elsewhere,
which new departure, I am satisfied, would
also be a grand success.

MILITIA.

The Second Regiment of our National Guard
is held in high esteem by our citizens, who
seem to take a lively interest in the growth
and welfare of this popular organization, for
whenever it appears in public under the com-
mand of its gallant Colonel and his Staff, eur
citizen soldiers are the obgserved of all ob-

Bervers.
HEALTH.

The city’s health during the year, under the
supervision of our vigilant City Physician, has
been as good as it can be expected, when we
consider the fact that notwithstanding the
rapid growth of our city, the whole burden of
this department rests upon one city physician
0n1y-

We have had no epidemics of any kind and
our death rate compares favorably with other
cifies.

The opening of the public bath during the
summer, which was extensively patronized by
both sexes, has been a great help to improve
our sanitary condition, especially among the
poorer classes.

The law governing public health, a8 now in
force in this city and by the County Board of

Health, is insufficient for our present wants on
account of lack of authority. The Council-
manic Committee on Health is a mere sham,
and their only agent is the City Physician,
whose powers are limited. =

We have the power to establish a local board
of health,yet I do not see why we should do so
and gradually drift into the board system of
other cities, who have not profited thereby,
when our Common Council is amply able to
take care of such matters if invested with the
necessary powers for such purpose. It would
likewige be better if our city had two phys
sicians instead of one, which could be done
without much expense to the city by dividing
the present salary between two and have the
medicine furnished by the city.

SEWERS.

Our city is being gradually supplied with
the necessary system of sewers, without which
no city can be expected to be healthy. This
practice should be encouraged whenever a law-
ful petition is presented.

The ordinance prohibiting the building of
box sewers is a good one, as the same are not
durable and practicable, and therefore more
expensive to the property owners. I am also of
the opinion that the use of drain pipe sewers
should be discontinued, as a brick sewer is the
oniy safe and proper sewer, which can also be
properly cleaned when necessary, but which is
very difficult with a pipe sewer.

I also call your attention to that portion of
the Ravine road sewer, located in Hoboken,
which I am informed is in bad repair and will
require your prompt attention.

PARKS.

Our parks are the pride of our city and dur-
ing the pleasant season they are largely patron-
ized by all classes. I would recommend the
purchase of more benches for both, as the geat-
ing accommodations at present are limited.

Hudson Square Park is now adorned with a
handsome soldiers’ monument which has been
erected by our generous citizens in [memory
of our patriotic heroes of the late war, under
the auspices of our enterprising EvENING
NEwS. :

The unveiling took place under imposing
ceremonies on Decoration Day, and was af-
tended by Governor R. 8. Green, General Sher- .
man, and other distinguished persons, as well
as a multitude of people such as was never
seen in our city before, and will ever be re-
membered by all who witnessed the same.

I again direct attention to the bad condition
of the walks in the lower section of this
park, which render said portion almosi unfit
for public use.



The park keepers are under no control. It
would therefore be well to amend the ordi-
nance defining their duties and require them
to report to some one when going on or off
duty.

SCHOOLS.

At no time in the history of our city have
the public schools occupied a higher
plane, either in management or efficient results
than at the present time. The greatest draw-
back to their success is want of room, resulf-
ing in the overcrowding of class rooms beyond
their capacity, interfering with the best educa-
tional results, and at the same time endanger-
ing the health of pupils and teachers, About
300 children have been dismissed for want of
room, The pressure is felt in the district
north of Eighth street more than in any other
part of the city. That neighborhood is being
built up rapidly, and the new houses are most-
ly filled by newcomers. They cannot under-
stand why the city does not furnish school
rooms for their children. Their complaints are
very loud and very reasonable. At the present
time over 300 children are attending only half
sessions of the schools. Parents naturally ob-
ject to this and with good reason. The city
should be as energetic as possible in supplying
more school room. The new gchool should be
east of Willow avenue and north of Tenth
streef. A suitable site for the same has been
offered and accepted by the council, free of
cost, for which liberal gift the Hoboken Land
and Improvement Company i3 entitled to our
profouni thanks. As the donation of the land
will materially reduce the cost of erecting this
new school I tecompend prompt action fo
accomplish the same,

Schooel No. 5 still remains unfinished. The
city should see that the sidewalks are flagged,
the front stoop rearranged and an iron railing
put up. The building is being defaced, and
willsoon bein avery unsightly and damaned con-
dition unless this is attended to. Daring the
last year the principal was sick and absent for
the greater part of tue term, his pay was dis-
confinued and a considerable amount saved,
which has been used to complete the interior
of the building.

During the last two years insufficient appro-
priations compelled the Board of Education to
discontinue both the evening and normal
schools; both are necessities, and should be
started again as soon as pogsible. It must be
admitted by everyone that these schools are as
much a part of our public school system as the
day schools. The success of our institutions,
the life of the nation, is largely dependent on
the condition of the public schools. We should
gee to it then that no false ideas of economy be
permitted to interfere with their requirements.

The estimates for their maintenance should
be sufficiently large to meet their neces-
ities. This the fair name of our city demands;
this the citizens expect.

The German language is taught in our
schools in the two highest classes of the gram-
mar department and in the three classes of the
high school (altogether sixteen classes) by two
teachers, the principal of this department and
one assistant teacher. This glaring dispropors
tion of figures between the number of classes
and teachers employed for their instruction
must be obvious to everyone. The manual of
the Board of Education very properly refers to
this branch of education as follows: The Ger-
man language is recognized as an important
factor in our system of education, not only on
account of its being valuable to our scholars,
in the social and business relations of life, but
also furnishing an opportunity for the study
and comparison of the same subject in two
languages. Among modern languages there is
no other one that can be studied by our chil-
dren with greater profit. Qur scholars of
English parentage may not become German
linguists, but they may, from the conversa-
tional method of teaching it, acquire sufficient
knowledge to meet the ordinary wants of busi-
ness. To promote thisibranch of our studies,
and in order to increase its usefulness. the
same should be extended to the third classes
of the grammar department, in order to make
it more efficient and of practical value.

'o accomplish this it is obvious that the
number of German teachers must be increased,
but this can be done without any great in-
crease of the expenses required to run this de<
partment by the appointment of monitresses,
of whom we have several, who are perfectly
able to teach the first rudiments of the Ger-
man language, under the supervision of the
German principal.

The industrial education, as a co ordinate
branch of our school system, is a marked suc-
cess, and should be continued, for which pur-
pose I recommend that a suitable appropria-
tion be made.

As an improvement in the business manage~
ment of the Board of Education, I recommend
by proper ordinance to discontinue the practice

- of electing the Clerk of the Board from among

the members. This may have worked well
in the past, when we had fewer schools and
fewer teachers and consequently little or no
business to transact for the Clerk, but does
not suit our present wants. The Clerk of the
Board, in order to meet the requirements of
our business men and others having business
to transact with the schools, should be fur-
nished with an office, which should be kept
open daily during business hours, and as a



member who is engaged in- business in New
York during the day can not be expected to
give up a good situation for $400 per year to
attend the business of the Board, you will at
once observe how difficult it will be to inau-
gurate this reform in the public service when
:the old custom is adhered to. With a slight
increase of the salary now paid there will be
no trouble in securing a competent man for
the posmon

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

This very important branch of our city gov-
ernment is gradually nearing perfection and
will' eventually resolve itself into a paid de-
partment
* A new steamer and new hose wagon, with
the necessary horses and attendants for the
same, have during the year been added to the
equipments of this department. We now own
five horses and three steam engines. Tha old

engine of No. 1 Company is now stored, as it

is practically useless. I would recommend
that the same be given in exchange for a new
one, which could ;be given to No. 3 Engine
Company,while the steamer now used by this
company could be- assigned to Engine Com-
pany No. 4 as a reserve engine, as said com-

pany is still doing duty witha hose carriage.

_ TheChief Engineer, in his report to me, rec
ommends the following: That a hose tender
drawn by a horse is needed by No. 3 Engine

Company, as a steamer is practically useless

without a tender.. For Hook and Ladder

Company No. 2 he recommends the purchase

of a new truck, with all the latest improve~
ments, which will necessitate the purchase of

another team of horses, and also the appoint~

ment of a driver. :

. Our representatives in the Assembly, Hon.
Lawrence Fagan and Hon. John P. Feeney,
inform me that an act has been passed during
the last session authorizing cities to sell en-~

gine houses where a change of locality is de~

sirable, and the building of new ones in other

and more suitable sections of cur city. We-
should avail ourselves of the provisions of’

this act without delay.

It is further ,recommended to appropriate

$500 for the purchase of new fire hase,
The compensation paid for the tolling of the
bells during the funeral of a deceased mem-

ber is $3.00. This I deem excessive for half"
an hour’s work. $2.00 I deem good pay for

the samoe, and is all that your honorabie body
should allow for such service. 4
Plumbing and carpsnter jobs that are fre-

quently; gotten up to provide work for mem-

bers or their friends, who are out of employ-
ment, should be reduced to work actually

necegsary, and performed in an -economical
and business-like manner.

~ 1 would recommend to the Board of Tax
Commissioners to remember the widows and
orphans of our deceased firemen by appros
priating annually a moderate sum to the
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund of the depart-
ment to enable the trustees of said fund to
provide properly for the survivors of those
who, in the discharge of their duty, are ever
ready to risk health and life for the benefit of
their fellow-men,

- While our active and efficient Chief Engi-
neer, in the discharge of his duty, was pursu;
ing the even tenor of his way, and did not
think that as such he required watching, some
of our city officers and a number of our -cifi-
zens thought differently, and he was "accord-
ingly “watched.” However, as no dutlful
officer objects to having his career watched
by the people, whose servant he is, our
esteemed head of the department did not
object in the least to such proceedings, but

J’ - rather liked it. He is unselfish enough to

admit that there are others with him who
deserved to be equally “watched”and honored
in recognition of faithful service.

HOBOKEN CEMETERY.

The city of the dead—the last resting place
of the weary traveler—is in a very satisfactory
condition. ;

By personally attending the regular meet-
ings held by the Board of Trustees, under.
whose managemeant the cemetery is placed, I.
am satisfied that during the past year its
affairs have been managed in a business like
mannper, satisfactory to®all who have any
business to transact with its officers.-

Many improvements have been madeduring.
the year, such as paving, sewers aud new ave-
nues laid out. Three private vaults have been.
built.

_Mrs. M. B. Stevens has bought eleven ]ots :
and has had the same provided with a hand-
some enclosure. -

The financial condltlon accordmg to the.
Becretary's report to the Council, is as

- follows:

May 1, 1888; balance.in
hands of City Treas-
| E T el L S

Receipts during the year
for the sale of lots and (i
graves to April 1, 1889. $5,236 38

Total expenses for the ] ;
WOAT .M b o S e S 2001 7

$13,389 40

Leaving a cash balance in
the hands of the City
Treasurerof........... $14,425 61

As the fund now in the hands of the City
Treasurer is not put out on interest, I recom-



mend that the same be properly invested for
the benefit of the cemetery.

FINANCES.

The financiai condition of our city is excel-
lent. The taxes are well paid up. Nearly 93
per cent. of the levy of last year has been
received by our Collector of Revenue, which
amount is apportioned to the several wards as
follows: z

ILSH W AEA. . oo i nier saee s $123,187 29
Second Ward.......c.ooovveenen 144,096 40
R el T2 o DU R S 129,604 7(§
Fourth Ward.................... 43,083 36

This is a good argument in favor of the
reduction of the eight per cent. which we are
by law required to raise in excess of the
annual tax levy, to provide for any deficiency
in the collection of the same.

The establishment of the Second National
Bank has proved a great financial benefit to
our city.

Prior to the establishment of the new bank
the city received no interest from the First
National Bank except on daily balances
exceeding $30,000. Owing to our peculiar
financial condition we very geldom had more
than that amount to our credit, hence we
received little or no interest.

The competition of the Second National
Bank for a share of the city business has re
sulted in a mutual agreement between the city
and bovh banks to allow us interest at the rate
of three per cent. on all daily balances exceed-
ing $5,000. k

On that account we have to our credit in
the First National Bank on accrued interest,
$1,074.84, in the Second National Bank, $810.-
92, Total interest paid on temporary loans,
etc., amounts to $1,015.86. Surplus on inter-
est account $869.90, so that we are fortunate
- in receiving considerably more money for
interest on balances than we are required to
pay on temporary loans, etc. As these favor-
able results are mainly due to’ the establish-
ment of a second bank, the enferprising
projectors of the same deserve the thanks of
our community and are entitled to a fair
share of its patronage.

The Collector further reports the pleasant
fact that the assessments for the repaving of
certain streets during the past year, as ordered
by the council under a leglslative act previous-
ly referred to, have all been paid, which
proves conclusively that the method employed
is popular with the property owners and
meets their hearty approval.

STREET LIGHTS.

Our electric light system is very satisfactory
and should be extended by the reduction of
the’gas lamps wherever practicable,

MISOELLANEOUS.

The disregard for legislative enactments oy
a misconception of the same by our several
Boards of Tax Commissioners have, during
the past year and previously, seriously embar-
rassed the Mayor and Council in the manage-
ment of the financial business of the city. I
would suggest that said Board request the
attendance of the corporation attorney and
comptroller at its sessions, to give their opin_
ions and information which will aid the Tax
Commissioners in their difficult task and
enable them toavoid therepetition of previous
errors.

By a recent act of the legislature .approved
by the Governor, the terms of office for the
Mayor and City Treasurer have been made
two year terms, commencing with the new
term of the present incumbents. This is a
change for the better, which has been desired
by our citizens for several years, bnt always
failed to pass for some reason or another.

The Hon. W. D. Edwards in the Senate,and
the Hon. Lawrence Fagan and the Hon. John
P. Feeney in the House, are entitied to our
recognition for their efforts to carry out the
will of their constituents.

The timely discovery of the extended forg-
eries perpetrated by William C. Mausell, an
employee in the city clerk’s office, had fairly
startled our community. He pleaded guilty to
the several indictments found against him
and now awaits his sentence. The forgeries,as
far as have been ascertained will result in no
financial loss to the city. We have every
reagon to congratulate ourselves upon having
received a cheap lesson and should try to
profit by it in protecting our firancial system
with additional safeguards if possible. I
would, among other things, recommend the
adoption of proper rules and regulations for
the better government of the city clerk’s office
The responsibilities and duties of the City
Clerk and Assistant City Clerk other than
those prescribed in our charter should be more
clearly defined, so that in all cases the respon.
sibility can be placed where it belongs. The
use of stamps of every description purporting
to be the signature of anycityofficer under your
control should be strictly prohibited. The
same are dangerous when accessible to other

persons except the owner, as has been proven

in the case referred to. No receipts for money
paid to any city officer should be valid except
the same is countersigned by the comptroller.

CONCLUSION.

In the foregoing, I have briefly, yet fuliys
reviewed the city’s condition. I have endea-
vored to point out the weak spots, and offer



some sound recommendations as a remedy for
the same. In the expenditure of the public
funds let us be guided by a wise economy and
sound business principles. The officers that
you are about to appoint your agents in the
different branches of the public service should
be selected for their fltness and capability so
that in the discharge of their official duties
they will reflect credit upon the appointing
power.

In conclusion, I desire to extend my sincere

10

thanks to the members of your honorable
body and all my associate officers for their
official courtesy and uniform kindness with
which I have been treated upon all occasions.
Hoping for a continuation of the harmony of
our official relations, and with the assurance
of my hearty co-operationin all your lawful
undertakings, I have the honor to be

] Yours Respectfully,

AUGUST GRASSMANN,
Mayor.
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