The HﬁdsonWalkWay Plan

7 The Huéﬁon Waterfront Walkwny PIclineates the route of
the pmposcd Walkway and scenic or Tiistoric extensions away
fsofh the Waterfront to and along the Ralisades, and through
areas of particular recreation value and initerest: the Palisades
Interstate Park, North Hudson Park, bisteric Washington and
Hudson Streets in Hoboken, Liberry State Park and Caven
Point in Jersey City and Kill van Kull-Parkin Bayonne.

The Plan identifics features of the StudyArea significant for
development and usc)of the Walkway' areas proposed for
development, publicland holdings, railiead property, parks,
historic sites and districts and major access points to the
water front, by car or publi‘c transportagon:

For further information oncermng the Hudson Waterfront
Walkvay, contact the Néw Jessey Pepartment of Environ-
mental Protection, Diyision \0f €odstal Resources, CN401,
Trenton, New Jersey; 08625, or !elcphone (609) 292 9762.

The Master Plan fe the Hudson Waterfront Walkway was
prepared for the gfate of New Jerscy/Department of Environ-
mental Pro(ccu/n,/ﬂmswn of CoastaiBesources by:
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HUDSON WATERFRONT WALKWAY
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Hoboken

Hoboken is a city of great variety—home of the

Stevens Institute of Technology, the oldest college
of mechanical engincering in the country, founde

, and location of the

“The city is experienc-

ing several restaurants along and near Washington
Street that draw visitors from throughout the region.

Palisades

The Palisades are world-famous vertical columns of
diabss rock,which orginsted besexth the groud

5 million years ago. Wedged
i oy Iﬁye(sa[ sedimentary sand-
stone and haes he 1000 fooc e "l of mol

broke it up into 3 series o rock calumns,
moved the top layers o

West New York.

Binghamton

The “Binghameon” was built in 1904-5 in Newport News,

in continuous service from 1905 to 1967, provid:
ing the final connection between the rail lines in Hoboken
5 Newt ok iy he eyt oncof e fo et
ing carly 20th Centur s on the eastern seaboard.
Commercial ferry service, it il sablished on the Hud:
son Waterfront in 1642. The “Binghamton” is now docked
i Edgewater near the historic Alcoa factory and i used a5
a restaurant.

Ford Plant

The Ford Motor Compan
{2575 i oEhe e chiacrure F o Albi Kah s
for its industrial architectural design, both in the United States and the Soviet Union.

Burr-Hamilton Duel Site

The financial and poliial shaly of
Burr and
Seding Fr e ooty

i nial gt vl

Waterfront, July 11,
Hamilton was fatally wounded.
fche auchors of “The Federals
nd a signer of the U.
cofon: A momiment oo the Pllsdes Io
Weehawken commemorates the duel site
below.

Hamilton Plaza

Hamilton Plaza in Weehawken is a fine scenic overlook owned and maintained by
the Township of Weehawken on the cliffs above the Aaron Burr-Alexander Hamil-
ton duel sic, Benhes provide fo s rescing spo during cithera bicycle or wilkmx
trip along the Hudson Waterfront. The Plaza is an example of the quality

i opin spice and visial acces to the R s thas Stae Cousmal Folley

to encourage.

Erie
Lackawanna
Terminal

TH S hasimiEc s mpler adocsct et omate coppes ookt w il rhen s opled
nna Terminal represents significant

for adaptive reuse as a part of 2 major waterfront development proposed by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey and the City of Hoboken.

Introduction

This brochure summarizes the Suite of New Jerseys policies
regarding public access to the Hudson Waterfront. These
policies were developed during a two-year study funded by
the Division of Coastal Resources in the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection to plan a walkway along
the Hudson River between the George Washington Bridge and
the Bayonne Bridge.

This plan is a vision for the future, to be implemented in-
crementally, as developers complete projects along the water-
front. The plan establishes a theme and states the objective
of inclusion of a waterfront walkway as an essential part of
every development along the waterfront., The walkway will
not displace other waterfront uses, but will be designed to
u)mplcrncn( whatever design scheme the developer selects.
Guidelines developed as a part of the plan establish minimum
locational and dimensional requirements and overall design
requirements for the walkway.

Purpose and Background

The Hudson Waterfront Walkway is designed as a continuous
route, providing for direct public access to the water’s edge to
the maximum extent possible, along the West Shore of the
Hudson River.

In conformance with the New Jersey Department of Enyiron-
mental Protection’s Coastal Resource and Development Pol-
icies (NJAC 7: 7E-1.1 et seq), the route is intended to parallel
the waterfront and to link existing parks. Connections to
paths above the Palisades cliffs are considered so that parallel
systems of paths above and below the cliffs can eventually be
developed to take advantage of unique open space opportun-
ities. Arcas are identified where a path will be widened into
a plaza or small waterfront park.

Guidelines for design and construction of the Walkway call
for establishment of small waterfront parks at intervals of no
more than one-half mile along the water’s edge. Public lands
with possible potential for development as waterfront parks
are identified as a part of the Hudson Waterfront Walkway
Plan

The Walkway, an outgrowth of the cfforts of the Hudson
River Waterfront Study, Planning and Development Com-
mission, was recommended in the Commission’s “Final Re-
port,” published in September, 1980. The concept has been
under consideration for several decades; it was presented in
the Regional Plan Association’s 1966 Study, The Lower Hud-
son, and is supported by the 1983 New Jersey State Outdoor
Recreation Program

Three major changes in the past decade, one in State Admin-
istrative Rules governing waterfront development, one in rail-
road ownership and service routes and one in shipping tech-
nology, combine to present a unique urban waterfront de-
velopment opportunity on the Hudson Waterfront.

In September, 1980, the jurisdiction of Coastal Resource and
Development Policies governing conditions and issuance of
Waterfront Development Permits was expanded to cover the
entire New Jersey Coastal Zone including the Hudson Water-
front. This expansion was particularly timely in view of the
dramatic changes in land use and ownership that are occur-
ring on this waterfront.

Consolidation and reorganization of rail service in the region
has resulted in abandonment of major portions of the 1900
acres along the New Jersey Hudson Waterfront between the
George Washington Bridge and the Bayonne Bridge that were
occupied by railroad yards until the mid-1970’s.

wit
torage, bulk cargo operations al
have become obsplete. -

A§ @yesult, after twenty years of stagnatin, Wast@ress of the
waterbront have become available for redévelopment, and de-
velopgiSihave begun to respond. As of Deeembery1982, in-
cluding i 800-acre Liberty State Park, 3400/acres along the
Hudson{Watkrfront are proposed for nfiXed=use; fesidential,
commerdjly bffice and major recreatiofal development.

The Hydson Waterfrant Walkway is prgposedasa tontinuous
open pace system.atong the River's edge, finking these sites
together @nd/ providing one of their major @menities, and
assufing that 'the public will continue tobeable [Qvgam access
to the chr

Acgess to the Waterfrénf

Portiang6f the waterfront are accessibleto !lu public at pres-
ent, althoughbaccess sonfiany of Eieipriyitely-owned parcels
is difficult,  Access to other sites such as Stevens Institute is
possible by special appointment.

Tlie Port Authority Trans-Hudson (PATF)) rail system pro-
vides immediate acoess o the Hudson Waterfront at Exchange
Place, Pavonia and the Bri¢ Lackawanna Terminal. Some bus
servite is available from Journal Square in Jersey City, but
for the MOSEPALt, theWaterfront is currently accessible largely
by car. Pirking slongﬁm waterfront can be difficult, partic-
ularly near PATHISEaHONS. The most notable exception is
Liberty State Patkywhese &mple parking is available both for
park use and acce§§ 1o the LillestyandiEllis Island ferries.

Vacant rail rights Of Way \@long the Witcrfront provide nu-
merous locationdl @PPortuniieS O light rail, and several
former ferry terfinal arc ciSentially intact and potentially
available for a reflifito their)fommer use providing service to
Manhattan as wellias/a northss@uth ferry route. Such possi-
bilities include theBfie LackaWanha Terminal and the Central
Ne“ Jersey leumm].m wellfas ghe Circle Line ferry stop at

ate Paghe Several Proposals to extend light rail ser-
vice north from thé Erie Likalvanna Terminal, and to re-
establish.ferry. sepviee, -if reqlizedl, could.enhance the water-
front's accessibiljgyait its usbAmopen space value

The issue of transportation @Ehe Hudson River area is being
addressed by théNew Jerscl Départment of Transportation
inan 18-month study that bdgan in February, 1984. The end
result will be a féeommendation-for a variety of improve-
ments to the exisfingautomgbliéiand mass transit systems.

Minor modifications o the gugrenr Circle Line Ferry Service
linking Lower Manhattan, ghe Statue of Liberty and Ellis
Island, and LibgrtyiState Park, and permitting bicycles on the
ferries would furgher enhange ﬂa( recreational potential of
the Hudson Watesfront

Changes in curgent policies regarding transport of bicycles on
the PATH and New Jersey\ eansic systems would result in
similar recreatign becfits. JAE présent, the PATH system re-
quires a permif foF Bicycles; and dllows them on trains only
in off-peak hofies,Whilc NcW Jeesty Transic allows only fold-
ing bicycles on/its trains.

Pleasure boat maFinas are’ prese imited to boats with
drafts of less than five feet @long this stretch of the Water-
front, but several of thomumeraus proposed waterfront de-
»elopments include matinas thatwill provide for deeper draft
vess

The Design Guidelines

Design Guidelines for the Walkway were developéd as a part
of the Walkway Plan; to usm (.hc Newersey Department of
Environmental: i Coastil R in
reviewing permif applicati ,undu the Develop-
ment Permit LaW, to-determine the adaguaey of provisions
for public access ta the Hudson River Watesfron The Guide-
lines will assist potential developers, local officials and res-
idents of waterfrong ‘municipalities in determining what
appropriate public accessis:

The guidelines establish ‘dimensional, locational i syerall

rgqmrtmcn(i for the waligwa Dlmensmnal requirements -:an
udthof ¥

sixteen feet along the wat

must be located as close to the wamscdgeaspomble.

Connecting walkways of a minimum easement width of
twenty feet and a minimum pavement Width of ten feet and
and stopping points with seating and bicy¢le parking facilities
must be provided at intervals of no more than one-half mile
along the waterfront, Connecting walkways@t€ intended to
provide access from the first public road inland to'theswater-
front.

Hccpnans to dimensional requirements for the Walkway are
for envir y sensitive areas,
and natrow waterfront sites.

Provision for safe, convenient and adequate access\for bis
cyclists within waterfront developments and for signage at all
access points to the walkway are required.
Finally, the walkway design for each waterfront site musgfe-
flect consideration of:
continuity of public accessways, with provision for linkajfés
to the north and south;
preservation of views of the waterfront from the Palisadesy
of the Palisades from the waterfront, and of view corridor§
to the waterfront from the first public road inland,
safety, security and privacy for existing and proposéd uses
and for pedestrians and bicyclists;

durability and maintenance;

design ibility and quality

environmental protection,
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