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United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICLE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Chris Therral Delaporte o

- ds pleased to 1nform you that the hlstorlc property llsted on the enclosed’;>”‘
-fsheet has been nomlnated by the State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Oftlcer

Vhf.respon51ble for your State's 1mplementation of the National Hlstorlc

Preservatlon Act of 1966, P . 89 665 (80 Stat. 915), as amended. It has

w accordlngly been entered in the National Register of Historic Places. A

leaflet explalnlno the National Reglster is enclosed for Jaux information
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. Honorable Clifford P. Case
Honorable Harrison A. Williams, Jr.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . e dia i T

= . ' For seventy yeirs the Hoboken Seamen's Mission has served as a home and refuge ™ _
: i - for German sailors. The Mission was an outgrowth of a large vigorous German community -
I | |- ‘which peopled Hoboken from the latter part of the nineteenth century tntil after the . &
| First World War., During this same time Hoboken was an active seaport which served ™ @i 7.

.~ North German Lloyd and the Hamburg American Lines.: The Mission reflected the desires
! of the German population to help their countrymen, - especially those who brought a touch_

{ "~ "'of the old country with them on every.crossing. .. = ¥ ..

e g . HEE]

The Mission was operated under the auspices of The Society for the Care of German
Seaman in the Port of New York - a Lutheran affiliated group - from 1907 uatil 1974.
On February 7, 1974, the Society consolidated with the Lutherah Emigrants House Associa-
tion on New York and the Association for the Relief of Indigent Germans. 2
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'The Mission was originally funded by contributions from "German residents of New
 York and Hoboken, by forty churches in New York state and by various clubs and German
organizations."3 Over the years contributions- continued to ‘berreceived from a wide

_spectrum of people which ranged from royalty and bankers to bakers and auto makers. 4
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g The pastor of St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in Hoboken was Reverend Alexander
- . . -
2 Richter during the early part of the century. It was he who founded the Mission in
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.1907.. The following year another Lutheran pastor, Reverend W. Thun, was sent -from
Germany to take over the Mission. Reverend Thun was also the founder tfthe Philadelphia
Seamen's Mission at a later date. :

After one year under Rverend Thun's direction, Pastor Herman Bruedkner, another
German emigre, took over the Mission.® He remained in that. position for forty-six ,
years. In addition to the Hoboken assignment he was responsible for the establishment

of the Brooklyn branch Prospect Park Young Men's Christian Association :
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-'‘attempt to reach still more German seamen as they entered-
: ~the New York/New Jersey Port at the Brooklyn piers. :
.- ..Brueckner also served as pastor of St. Matthew's Lutheran
o . Church in Hoboken during the same perlod 1908 to 1954
i 5&‘;Brueckner died. in 1957 : g i ;
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gt 9rh Street. in Brooklyn..New ¥York. uThis he did-din:an

i e 1 newly -ordained Reverend Herbert Datzelt from- Germany i
‘- became the Mission director in 1955.7 - The Mission was Still

exclusively serving German seamen. Today Reverend Heinrich

. ouhr acts. as president.

During both the First and Second World Wars events at
the Mission were a bit more dramatic than the romantic
arrival and departure of ships. The Mission building was

.raided many times and in several instances arrests were made

by Federal agents. In 1917 over two hundred Germans were .
taken into custody in a single raid.8 In 1942 .the raids
were conducted in an attempt to search out "undesireable
aliens" and Nazi spies who were suspected of using the
Mission as a site for bund organization or short wave radio
transmissions. Many seamen were arrested during this time
and deported from the country.

The activities which surrounded the Mission building
were but microcosmic events indicative of what was happening
on a larger scale in Hoboken and the United States. 1In a
society that changed the name of sauerkraut to "liberty
cabbage" and frankfuter to "hot dog," anything German was
suspect. The hysteria of war was experienced first hand in
Hoboken. Even the pastor of the Mission was arrested in the
raids, 0 However ;, no evidence was ever unearthed which
indicated direct involvement of the Mission ownership in
clandestine operations.

Besides the anti-espionage role played by the Federal
agents, the United States Government was a freguent owner of
the building. During World War I American soldiers were :
- housed in the Mission. These soldiers were charged with the
task of guarding the Hoboken waterfront and piers, an important

.....
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* function in as much as Hoboken served as the major port of ; ...
- embarkation and reentry during the entire conflict. l“_Afterf]}ﬁ*f
‘+he war, the Mission reverted to its original ‘use of providing,}’ 
shelter for German seamen. LA A s o e e e

.17 Again during World War II the United States Government . &
. glayed a-part in.the building's history.. Once more .there

- were raids and arreste.12 Tn'1944 the United States- Allen
.Property .Custodian was placed in charge of 'the Mission and
leased space to the U.S. Customs Department.l3 One hundred
and fifty Customs' inspectors and guards utilized the
property as the Hoboken headguarters in the New Yorkiared.
Following the departure of Customs in 1953, the Mission
resumed its traditional operation under the auspices of the
Society. The Mission has continuously offered shelter .and
housing to seamen since then. Its future, however, is ; v
threatened. : ; ‘ 20

In 1976 the Society determined that the Mission could

not cover expenses. The Society initiated proceedings to :
sell the building to Singer Brothers' Shop Rite, a supermarket.
Shop Rite intends to raze the building in order to make way
for an addition to its parking lot. In January 1877, when
the negotiations to sell were started, fifty-four men lived
in the Mission. After a series of eviction notices were
earved w11 but six departed. . One of those who left died
after thirteen days in a rented room.}4 At this writing the
six remaining men are still fighting for thlerhome. The
battle does not appear to have a successful conclusion. 2
demolition permit application has been filed with the city
and the Society is still pursuing a final eviction notice.

A property closing with Singer Brothers/Shop Rite will occur
as soon as the building is vacated and secured.1l5 1In a
matter of days after eviction, demolition could be started.

The destruction of this building would be a critical
event for Hoboken. The structure itself forms an integral
part of the building mass around Hudson Place in the southern
part of the city. The Mission stands two blocks west of the
Eric Lackawanna Terminal which was designated a State and
National Historic Site in 1973. The terminal and the entire
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. two block area of which the Mission is architecturally LT e TR e
.part, is now the ‘subject area for an Urban Development, @/ o= o
- Action Grant application on the part of the eity.  Ths 1907
‘..~ Terminal has already been awarded several million dollars SBo e
. 'Public Works Act monies for restoration and reuse. More | -
" grants are being sought. The Hoboken Community Development ...
» . Agency is currently working on a Southern Hoboken Historical -
. Distriet; which will incinde the Seamen's Mission.  The
entire area is to be rehabilitated. ' f :
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At every point in United States history from 1907 to
date, the Seamen's Mission building has reflected within its
walls the helpfulness, the anxieties and the dreams of the
German population of Hoboken. Hoboken has been, and probably
always will be, a city of immigrants. The Mission captured

" and retains to this day, the German spirit which once
~dominated the Mile Square City of Hoboken. .
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. FOOTNOTES

1. The Jersey Journal, Evening Edition, Friday, October
- 28, 1910. "A New Home for German Sailorsy"

4

2." Certificate of Consolidation, Hoboken Tax Assessor's';
Office. ;

Vierzehnter Jaresbericht des Vereins fur Seamannsmission

im Hafen von New York, 1920. Fourteenth Annual Reporct.
LIpD
, 4. Lutheran Seamen's Mission, Financial Report, 1373. op
k 7-8.
- 5. Hudson Dispatch, November 13, 1937. "Sailors' Haven to

Celebrate Thirtieth Birthday."
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.

Herald Tribune, Sunday, June 2Ty L1854, oy,

Brueckner
Steps Down as Seamen's Pastor in Boyf, :

~1
3

Ibid.
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New York World-Telegram, Saturday,.March 28, 1942
"Two FBI Ralds Net U-Boat Sples Here p l e e
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9,'-Ib1d Also The Dallv News, Monday, May 18 1941
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: "Picked Ups Also New York Herald Tribune, March 28,
”1942 ; "FBI Selzes 76 Allens and Radlo Cender p l.-» ;

i . e The Jersey Journal, Saturday, Bprill % 1917 “Arresr
GCerman Pastor in Hoboken As Net is Bpread for Enemies.". =7 i i

. Also the Jersey Journal, Monday, Apral 95 AT N B _:" Hh T
Hudson Co. Germans in Uncle Sam's Net." b P gt MUASE RERS
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The Jersey Journal, Wednesday, July 1, 1953. S0,
Customs Guards Bid Hoboken pdiou.® T.é- : :
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Ssee footnote 8 above. -

13, See footnore 11 above and Hoboken Lax'Assessor{s Office.
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Conversatlon w1“h Terri Ratrl,‘caseworker,
Senior Citizen Center.
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15. The Dispatch, Wednesday, March 1, 1978. "Sailor Haven
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Vierzehnter Jaresbericht des Vereins fur Seemannsmission in Hafen New York, 1920.
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