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Drain leak caused PARLEC fire 
A drain line accidentally knocked 

open has been blamed for a blaze Thurs­
day which damaged the PARLEC Inc. 
building on Perinton Parkway. 

Fairport Fire Chief Peter Kenney said 
Monday that mineral oil containing a 
rust inhibitor leaked from a dip tank 
used to coat tools and pooled on the 
floor of the structure. Heat from a nearby 
burner caused the oil to flare up. 

Fairport and East Rochester fire 
fighters brought the fire under control 
in about half an hour, Kenney said. 
Venting the building of hazardous 
smoke and fumes and clean up at the 
scene took about three hours. 

Two employees reportedly escaped 
injury after discovering the fire around 
7:50 p.m. according to PARLEC Vice 
President Tom McAvoy. 

PARLEC manufactures tools for com­
puter-controlled machines and uses a 
variety of chemicals in production. 
When the blaze was first reported, fire 
personnel responded to what was be­
lieved to be a chemical fire. McAvoy 
said initial reports that nickel nitrate 
and Unikleen, an alkaline and a corro­
sive respectively, were involved in the 
incident were inaccurate. Kenney con­
firmed tankd of the chemicals were 
near the blaze but were not involved. 

McAvoy said insurance adjusters are 
still examining the building and had 
not arrived at an estimate on how much 
damage the structure suffered. The com­
pany is currently undergoing checks on 
all equipment and is in partial opera­
tion. 

According to Monroe County Fire 
Investigator Fred Keller, the building 
suffered damage to its aluminum walls 
and roof. He also said that one structu­

ral I-beam appeared severely warped 
and would probably have to be replaced. 

The fire began around a tool coating 
set-up consisting of six dipping tanks. 
The third tank in the row is heated with 
a gas jet of an estimated 80 to 290 de­
grees^ The final tank in the process 
leaked its contents under the set-up. 
Keller said the "flash point" or ignition 
temperature of the oil is about 105 de­
grees. 

Some 60 fire personnel responded to 
the scene with Egypt and Penfield fire 
departments filling in at Fairport sta­
tions. 

Normally, a fire call on a Thursday 
evening would have disrupted drill night 
for Fairport Fire Department, Kenney 
said. Instead, the call came in during a 
Monroe County Firemens Association 
dinner meeting at the fire hall. About a 
dozen Fairport personnel were in at­
tendance. 

seruice 
Jeffrey F. Perkins, son of Francis J. 

Perkins of 12 Larkspur Lane, Fairport, 
and Doris D. Perkins of 8C Sevanna 
Park, Ithaca, has been promoted in the 
U.S. Air Force to the rank of senior 
airman. 

Perkins is an avionics test station 
and components specialist at Langley 
Air Force BtfBe, Virginia, with t h e l s t 
Component Repair Squadron. 

He is a 1984 graduate of Groton Jun­
ior and Senior High School. 
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Catholic Education 
V Difference Where It Counts! 
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^LlQ Early Childhood Program 
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X 3 f r t Classes for 3 & 4 year olds 
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THINK YOUR 
OFFICE STAFF 

IS GOOD?? 
WATCH THIS!! 

"WE'LL TYPE IT, COPY IT. 
FOLD IT, STUFF IT, LABEL 

IT, STAMP IT, AND 
BULK MAIL IT FASTER 

THAN YOU CAN SAY 

FAIRPORT FIREFIGHTERS MONITOR building access to the 
PARLEC building on Perinton Parkway last Thursday during a 
mineral oil fire which required opening up the roof to vent poten­
tially hazardous smoke. Hank Kuia 
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b <fef R.S. OFFICE SERVICE 
1104 Brown Drive 
Webster. N.Y. 
716/872-6344 
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New Location: Same Building- 6 doors West 

Visit Our New Larger Gallery,; 

Art & Accessories 
For Your Home Or Office 

Free Consultation 
Custom 

Conservation Framing 

Watercolor by Jan Szymanski of Victor 

Drawings* Paintings* Prints 
7SchoenPiace • P o t t e r y G lass 
Pittsford, N.Y. 586-5441 Hours: 10:30-4:30 
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CHASE THE CHILL 
OF WINTER WITH 
CERTAINTEED. 
Insulate now. 
Andyouongetafree 
Stadium Blanket _ 
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Buy 10 or more packages of 
CertainTeed Fiber Glass Insulation, and 
you can get a free Stadium Blanket-
to keep warm indoors and out this winter. 
See our display for details. 

Offer good through March 6,1988. 
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^ CONKING & CALABRESE 
BUILDING MATERIALS 

80 N. Main St., Fairport 388-1111 
286 Macedon Center Rd.f Fairport 425-1840 
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