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The Counties Of Maryland

Worcester County

By J. H. CROMWELL

Ocean City is one of Mary-
land’s best known communities
and the State’s only Atlantic
Ocean resort.

Each year, it plays host to
millions of vacationers and con-
vention-goers, most of whom
“just keep coming back each
year.” Many of them come from
the nearby cities of Washington,
Baltimore, Philadelphia and Wil-
mington.

The Chesapeake Bay Bridge
has greatly stimulated travel,
especially in the summer. A
parallel span, now being con-
structed, will help expedite the
flow of traffic to and from the
mainland, especially at peak
periods.

Worcester also has access to
the south via the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge-Tunnel that connects
Norfolk and the Del-Mar-Va
Peninsula.

The county lies on the Maine
to Florida Ocean Highway, U.S.
13; and U.S. 113, which joins
U.S. 13 at Pocomoke City. Ocean
City is the eastern terminus for
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SNOW HILL — All Hallows Episcopal Church at Church and W. Market

Streets, Snow Hill, was founded in 1692 and erected in 1745, The

Rev. Robert G. Kurtz is pastor.

U.S. 50, a major east-west artery
that was developed in 1965.

Ocean City offers a fine beach
with excellent surf bathing. Deep
sea fishing is an exciting sport
that attracts many fishermen

here, and the resort is called the
“white marlin capital of the
world.”

Ocean City’s new $3 million
convention hall, located one
block from the ocean, seats up to




3,500 persons. The hall, which is
fully air conditioned and heated,
was built on property provided
by the town. A new $3 million,
14-story high-rise apartment
building, the tallest on the East-
ern Shore, recently was erected
in North Ocean City.

Named for the Earl of Wor-
cester, the county was established
in 1742 from territory which was
previously part of Somerset
County. Many of the early
settlers were from the Eastern
Shore of Virginia.

Located on the southeastern
extremity of Maryland’s Eastern
Shore, fronting on the ocean, the
county includes 483 square miles
of land and 106 square miles of
water area.

The county extends about 30
miles from Delaware, to the
Virginia state line, and is 25
miles wide at its widest point.
The county includes mainland,
coastal beach, marshes and fresh-
water swamps.

In addition to Ocean City, the
county’s largest communities in-
clude Snow Hill, the county seat,
Pocomoke City, and Berlin.

The economy of the county is
mainly agricultural. According to
the 1964 Census of Agriculture,
it ranked second among the coun-
ties of Maryland in the value of
farm products sold. It was second
only to neighboring Wicomico
County in sales of poultry and
poultry products.

Corn, rye, soybeans, Irish po-
tatoes, sweet potatoes, tomatoes
and snap and lima beans are cul-
tivated extensively. Strawberries
also are raised. Holly grows pro-
fusely and is a source of pre-
Christmas revenue.

Tomato canning is a leading
industry and chicken processing
and packaging is an important
activity. Some 90 per cent of the
industrial employees are engaged
in food processing.

One of the architectural gems
of the Eastern Shore is St. Mar-
tin’s Episcopal Church located on
the St. Martin’s River.

Built in 1759, at a cost of
80,000 pounds of tobacco
($4,000), it is still in good con-
dition, although seldom used. All
Hallows Church in Snow Hill
was erected in 1756, but has
later additions. It contains a
Queen Anne Bible dated 1701.

Berlin was the birthplace of
Stephen Decatur, the famous
naval hero of the War of 1812.
The Decaturs lived in Philadel-
phia; however, Stephen’s mother
moved to the Eastern Shore of
Maryland for safety during the
Revolutionary War.

Prior to construction of rail-
roads in this area, water trans-
portation was the most common
means of travel in Worcester
County. In recent years, there
has been renewed interest in
construction of a canal from
Chincoteague Bay to the Poco-
moke River.

The State Department of
Forests and Parks maintains the
Pocomoke State Forest, an area
of 12,251 acres, and the Assa-
teague Island State Park with
680 acres. Assateague has an ex-
cellent, gently shelving sand
beach on the ocean side for bath-
ing and surf fishing and wide
reaches of marsh land on the bay
side.

Parking and camping spaces
are available and a new bath-
house and concession stand have
been completed. The Pocomoke
cypress swamps are famous
throughout the State.

SURF AND SAND IN GREAT DEMAND — Some 200,000 visitors converge on Ocean City for most summer
weekends, The popular resort offers a fine beach with excellent surf bathing.




NGTO =
r_({a.qrru town =<
2

o ] l'.,hb% Lo

=
==

2Tt (lpne

DI IC

- Turerin
elei s q"lu ertt cav Cr.
et

& Larele ™

BALTIMORE City and the

CO unties j ' g " s

MaO/{aml = el
Rankmg Jo : \

Order of Order of k !
Establishment Establishment ‘e i ..i Gy

- !
Allegany s:sawisesiew 190 Hafdord .iviceais 5 (7",
Anne Arundel .....:.: A Howard! <iceseaasaa .\ ,‘ Y o ladenghiory
(‘l'rYor ‘u._,. y ,\\ulwt.':o

BaltimoreCiy e, tate a0 S Kant e e

BaltimDrakis aat e e Montgomery ......... “:__ \tj' ot s
e % T
.............. Prince George’s ...... A~ A A rad ( /f’l
g Algnnti_gmr‘: i w{/( ’ NPT r'
Caroling .cseucauiyr. Queen Anne’s ........ ; % WG l” e
) l!., 2 ”»:-.»,‘"B- b 5 f wir?
Carroll ...viiinin... St. e B U et vff ¢

\‘\

................ Somerseli e Y L }’-.,
/uh,“‘;'[’

(r

EINBIIER  virncritmpirins WRIBDE o5 1.0 st mmin Ny ‘,

-

¥y s

Dorchester .......... Washington, ... ... 7 (
Frederick ............ Wicomico ............
Claprethitert. . st iace: W orCeste i ey

* Not ranked; erection authorized, 1729;
established as independent city, 1850.

{ — ———

T D Tl G o
MENTR e NN D,

A From the hest .'\lll\lnl'l't’;('h‘ A

by S [.rEnwrs . /795

W adbe onily

TN TR - —

d Muservean Niles 69)‘ toa degree




