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By CINDY FAISON ROBINSON
Of The Times Staff

SALISBURY — Grace Jones of Salisbury
has explored ancient ruins in Pakistan and
marveled at the lush green beauty of Siberia
which many people never see.

the world, wherever her love of history and
archaeology take her.

parts of the world,’” she said.

Born in Snow Hill, she studied at Western
Maryland College and Pennsylvania State
University, before returning to Snow High
Hill Sehool to teach for 10 years. She spent
another 30 years at the school as librarian.

A six-week tour of Europe taken more
than 20 years ago whetted her appetite to see

to travel,”’ she said.

publie library. She spent, three years as a
librarian at the Tehran American School in
Iran, which was attended mostly by children
of military personnel, diplomats and busi-
nessmen.

Three years later she returned to Iran to
serve as librarian at the Damavand College,
a liberal arts school for Iranian girls.

“Those were among the happiest years of
my life,’” Miss Jones said. :

were well liked,"’ she said.

streets and in modern supermarkets. She
enjoyed lectures and plays through the
Iranian-American Society, which in-
terpreted Iranian culture for foreigners, and
American culture for the Iranian people.

Each year while school was out for the
summer, Miss Jones chose a new part of the
world to explore. The list of places she has
visited is seemingly endless: Spain, Africa,
Scandinavia, South America, France,
Vienna, the Soviet Union, Poland, India,
Pakistan, Greece, the British Isles, Hong
Kong, Tokyo, New Zealand, and Burma as
well as the United States and Canada — just
to name a few.

Her cozy Salisbury home is decorated with
treasures from around the world — beautiful
brass, tapestries and carvings.

Trips are planned far in advance. Her
plans for this year include visiting Lithuania
and the Baltic Republics of the USSR. In
1987 Miss Jones will visit Greenland and
[celand. - s ¢

Among her preparations include reading
about the places she'll visit. I get so much
more out of it that way,” she said, in
addition fto learning- what the different
cultures dictate she should and should not
do. In Iran, for example, she had to wear
veils to cover her face when she visited some
‘of the holy places. :

Since her retirement in 1976, Miss Jones
said she has tried to take one major trip a
year plus a.smaller one. She has lists of
many other faraway lands she still hopes to
visit someday, in addition to exploring more
of her own “‘backyard,” the United States.

Last year she ventured to Alaska and
Pakistan. >
. A Moslem country, the Pakistan culture is
strict; alcohol is forbidden and a woman
{nusl always be covered in veils and robes

hat expose only the'hands and eyes.
She visited the ruins of a 4,000-year-old

city where the two-story homes were made

“It’s not always cold and snowing in |
Siberia,” said Miss Jones, a'78-year-old;‘
adventurer who has visited many corners of _

more of the world. *“*All my life I’'ve wanted §

In 1968, Miss Jones found. an unique i
opportunity which allowed her to combine
her love of travel and the desire to work in a |

IRAN IN THE mid '70s was a different [
country. ‘I never felt afraid. Americans §

Woman, 78, Is
Traveling Adventurer

Grace Jones Loves Visiting Faraway Places

i

“I've always been fascinated with the idea T
of going to faraway places, to see different b

Miss Jones shopped for produce from
merchants running open-air markets on the

VIEWS SLIDE. Grace Jones of Salisbury
looks at one of the 12,000 slides she has taken
during her travels throughout the world. She
most recently visited Alaska and Pakistan.
(Times Photo by Cindy Faison Robinson)

of brick and featured indoor bathrooms with
drains running out into the street.

Camel trains were a common sight; the
animals are used for transportation of
people and goods. The streets were bustling
with the activity of outdoor bazaars and
storytellers. In the afternoons, the men
settled down on cots, which are situated
along the streets, to rest, she said. -

“I'm interested in seeing as much of the
world and other peoples as I can,’” she said.

Miss Jones enjoys reliving her adventures
and sharing her experiences with others
through the 12,000 slides she has® taken
during her travels.

For the last decade, Miss Jones has helped
to bring the world to the Eastern Shore
through the Armchair Travel Series at the
Worcester County Library.

Ten years ago, Miss Jones was asked to
talk about her experiences in Iran, and
ended up giving several talks about her
travels. The program, since expanded (o
include well-traveled speakers from
throughout the Shore, continues to be a great
success today, Miss Jones said.

Traveling “‘has opened the world up to me.
When I see in the papers and on TV places
I've been, I care so much more about the
people,’ she said.

Her distant travels have also helped her to
realize more than ever how she loves her
own country. |
- ‘“People don't realize how much freedom
we have here. We are allowed to lead our
lives freely,” she said. “‘Our freedoms are
truly a blessing.”




By LEE MITGANG
AP Education Writer

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. (AP)
— Most cowboys were lousy. shots.
The streets of New York were
meaner than the dusty paths of
Dodge City. And ‘*heroic™ Wild Bill
Hickok was fired for incompetence
as marshal of Abilene.

Sorry, pard’ners, but Rutgers
University history professor
William Gillette is aiming to shoot
down time-honored, Hollywood-
bred myths of the Wild West.

His class, ‘“‘Cowboys and In-
dians,” has grown into the most
popular history course on campus
since Gillette first offered it six
Kears ago, despite its unenticing

our of 7-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

On a recent rainy evening,
hardly a seat was empty in the
300-seat auditorium as Gillette
strode to the podium, dressed in a
red checkered shirt, blue jeans
with a thick leather belt, and what
has become his trademark: a
straw cowboy hat.

As an added touch of at-
mosphere, he hung up a 19th cen-

=
tury ad for Levi's Saddleman
Boots and Jeans, and began his
lecture on cattle towns and the
decline of the open-range cattle
industry during the 1880s.

Gillefte, a graying 52—ygar-old
Connecticut native and Civil, War
historian, says his love affair with
the West dates back to the 1950S
when he spent his summer breaks
from graduate school picking peas
in Washington.
" His weekly lectures are de-
liberately witty and iconoclastic,
followed always by a classic
western film. But Gillette insists
that ‘‘Cowboys and Indians” IS
“serious, revisionist history."

He assigns his students western
novels with a ring of authenticity,
like The Ox-Bow Incident, The Big
Sky, and Tsali.

“It must be said in all candor
that the history of the West has had
its problems. It has been con-
cerned more with stereotypes than
with accuracy,’”’ Gillette said.

The Wild West, Gillette says,
just wasn't that wild.

Other historians have tried to set
students straight on western

myths and realities:
th late Ray Bil
Northwestern Univ
Howard Lamar at
eastern campuses Iesp
scholarship hasn’t
seriously enough, Gill
“We have a conce
West that Hollywood
onus,” he said. )
Movies and televisi
old cow towns that g
the Civil War as viol
less. In fact, “‘the W
peaceful. The extent
was exaggerated. P
lock their houses. Can
that in 20th Century A1
A recent lecture on
and cattle towns exam
of saloons and brothels
Western saloons, w
ranged from the ir
Church” to the mo
“Road to Hell,"”
“message centers’
Gillette told his stud
cattlemen drank the
got into lying contests
contests, listened to
pander and preachers

LiFESTYLE

Today’s young women are in
more of a trick box than they
realize. They know that they have
to prepare for a smashing career,
marry and raise a family, and
learn how to handle making more
money than their husbands do.

That’s the easy part.

What they don’t know is that
their advanced degrees in com-
munications or business ad-
ministration or interior design are
%oing to be totally inadequate.

hey’ll need at least three more
degrees if they’'re going to function
in foday’s world, even if they opt to
stay home and let their husbands
take care of the money angle. The
degrees they’ll need are in
mechanical engineering,
electronic engineering, and civil
engineering.

hanging a light bulb used to be
a simple matter. The hardest part
was remembering to get re-

lacement bulbs. Now changing a
ight bulb can consume days of
frustration and failure.

I have a perfectly marvelous
microwave oven over my stove.
Part of that microwave complex is
the ventilating fan and stove light.
I am the old-fashioned kind of cook
who needs to see what I'm cooking.
As my kitchen has no window for
light or ventilation, I need the
microwave oven complex to do my
cooking.

There are two bulbs in the thing.
One of them is usually burned out.
In order to change the bulb I need
to find a Phillips head
serewdriver, undo 17 screws,
somehow keep track of them, then
get an appliance bulb to replace
the one that burned out. After
that's done, which usually takes
half a day, I have to put the whole
thing back together again. :

That’s when I need a degree in
mechanical engineering. -
Personal computers have

Modern Inconvenience

Nancy " ¥
Clark 74

become as much a necessity in
most homes as butter churns used
to be. I understand it won’t be long
before women never have to leave
home to do their shopping. They'll
just turn on their computers and
unch in what they want to buy.
‘hat is, they’ll punch it in if they
can ever figure out how to make
the thing cooperate.

“User f{riendly”’ manuals for
home computers simply don’t
exist. At least, they're not at all
friendly to someone who has a
liberal arts degree. I can envision
my whole family going around in
ragged clothing and starving to
death while I scratch my head,
trying to figure out how to get my
computer to order clothes and
food.

That's where an electronic
engineering degree would come in
handy, or at least a concentrated

. course in computer programming.

Even such mundane household
appliances as toasters come with
manuals that are incomprehensi-
ble to the average educated
person. It’s no longer necessary to
watch the toast to keep it from
burning, but getting the toaster
installed on the bottom of the
kitchen cabinet is something only a
factory representative can do.

Frankly, I need help in learning
to handle all these modern conve-
niences. I think I'll suggest that
my daughters start college all over
again so they can show me how to
live the easy life.

—

Hugh Mohler, left,
$5,600 to Arthur G
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Co!'hmissioners

Names ot OFP.’ciqls
Mr, Preston Jones

Mr. Joseph Harr'son
Mr Roy Redden

Ciceoil Court

lfyear‘s
Ju cl ges

Mr. E.McMasTer Dore
Mr Lared Henr){
MV‘- QCK TayJOr

CIerK oT

‘-'\ €Qrs
CoourT 2

Mr, Fran K Haleg

Juvenile
Ofticer

Mr, G‘. E Drf\en

Trial

o« ye qrs
ng 1s TraTes

Show Hill -‘Hond Teuitt
Potomo e~ Solomon Smal i
Ocean Cif)/-:rames QObbins
Berlin - Granville CPOPPQY-’

At \qr‘ge- Powl Davis

Mem bers of

The
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q\/ears'

Mr. William Thomas
Mr. Chardes Piichard

Mr. W Harvris

RegisTeY ot Wilis i years

Mrs, KGT\M‘)/V\ Corddry |

-Coun\‘y Treasvrer Hyears

Mr, John Steuens

StatTe’s HTTOor‘he)/ Llyeqrs

Mr,.Daniel lare.'ffy ma n
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Sher; £f 4 years Mr Ed win Lynch
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Mr. Joseph Murpﬂ»y
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"Tax Assessor

o~
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Pr. SarTorious

Mr. James Small
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Enq ineer
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Ocean CiT)/‘
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Boundary In Dispute For Years; Chincoteague Once

COUNTY SEAL — In the Colonial
Days of Worcester County, shortly
after the county was named in
1742, the above pictured county
seal was used by the County Court
which acted then as the Commis-
sioners and Circuit Court of today
function. The seal was an impres
sion made upon a piece of paper
that covered wafers of sealing
wax, and was used on all legal
documents of that time. Just when
use of this seal was discontinucd
is not clear. The above seal was

pied from a document dated
1764, found in the files of the Hall
of Records, Annapoli

Considered Part of Maryland Territory

Debate resulted in land being awarded to
Virginia in 1668 — Residents of two states
today are friendly neighbors.

By Ermer M. Jacksow, Jr., Publisher
The Worcester Demoerat

One of the most vexing questions of early Maryland his-
tory was the boundary line between our province and Virginia
on the Eastern Shore — the southernmost part of the state.
The area where Pocomoke City stands was claimed by both
states

Since the early settlers of this section of Maryland came
info the state from Virginia in quest of greater religious
freedom, it is easy to understand how Virginia resented the
loss of some of its best people to Lord Baltimore’s province.

The first settlers in the counties of | that they still lived in Virginia and
Woreester, Wicomico and Somerset,| they would not renounce Lord Balti-
an area then known only as Somerset| more.

County, all were from Northampton At Manokin the Virginia invaders
and Accomack counties in Vir were reeeived out dispute by the

Those who left Virginia's ] Anglicans. This urch of England
Sho settled ng the Anneme group was told tht Virginia would
and Manokin rivers. Princess Anne| protect them from“the Tndians, some-
now is located at the head of tle|thing they said Maryland apparently
Manokin River. ) thought of doing.

Most of those settling at Amnna- Marylanders were informed,
messex were Quakers and their sym-| too, that due to the boundary
pathizers. Manokin was settled by|that Manokin was still in Virginia,
Churehr of England men and women.| The Q rmed traitors and

| Both settlements lived in peace around|a danger to Mano : Chureh of

England community agreed to do as

settlers had deserted| requested and the ers retwrned

nd moved i QS in  their
Quakers,

1 state of rebellion.

r the Quakers

c [ , the Church
Wicomico River. L v about their
ed this move but : - ¢ 5 d
severe that / not
but sa * sent
to the tern Shore of Vi
for defense against the
1S oM
I luxuries in 5 e okin folk
most travel was by boat or by slow|ed out 3 need
oxen  pullir heavy ecarts with
spokeless 0 aded
for the
people of Am
Forty horsemen strong’the Vi
ians rode Annemessex, which was th
fi settlement th A
Quakers to submit to Virginia | between vland and Vi
rule. They den led that the Quakers| 2 » did not
agree to all :.». Virginin’s claims d irginia  much i

be! Teft alone
:ats the Quakers ref

governor of YVirgin as the result] Virginia and arcival in M: .1::; in
of a personul cull from Charles Cal-|an area that Lord Baltimore was anx-
vert, governor of Maryland. Kven 18 to have settled,
idministrering the government of the ' was on November 6,
Bastern Shore of Virginin kept an that Philip Ivert gave his|

I to their settlement in Mary

nd use of land south of the

ttempted to subdue the Quikers
1 nted the
Quakers had renounced
on ho ey : it they
punished. In fact, the col

ued to keep the boundary dispute g sible  too, !
ing for four years after his raid : e «shown in a:.m.:.:n
into Maryland territ " religion
On June 25, 1668, Col. Scarburgh|and general actiyity that Lord B 1ti-

for Vi , and Phillip Calvert for| more allowed his settlers.

Maryland, met and the boundary : Ilere was a privilege not to be
we know it now was agreed upon. | take zhtly. Here was a policy that
The agreement reached established e other Coloni

the Ohesapeake Bay side as Maryland
always had claimed. But on the sen-
side the boundary was moyed north nien who settled in Somerset
giving Virginia 23 squ miles of 61 had the right of the free
’ of conseience in religious
though they were re-
, or non-conf ists, and

This big now part of Ace
mack C v, Vi, lies south of Po
comoke City toward Chincoteague. It
i3 Virginia territory only because Col.
Scarburgh s so0 persistent in his
demands,

Act 3 y may
have made a concession der to
bring peace to the people of the ares
We all know that since the dispute

s settled the
section of
have lived toget

1l
, fthe
linge.
18 can be learned none of

{the Annemessex or’ Manokin men ever

vever, as time m on

left Maryland and returned to Vi ‘
of the BEastern .f.__c_.ﬁ.;
_

y, i Dels
ql o part of Worcester
Worcester County.

rr

ple,”” and a

assed.




The HigTory of WorcesTer Coun_ry

\.\)or‘(‘.e_sTer Coun'l'y l’\acl its l‘)e—
3ihnih3 in old Somerset. In 1742 /T was
carved ouvt of the eqstern qurl- of
SOMQPSQ'T_QOUH‘/, Gl ouvse of

avid Murra T Sngeltostt ;1.
_ Worces Tey Covh’i“y was. lhe lasT
EQs'\‘{r‘h Shore CoonT\/ To IDe. se.TTlad | h
larg e nom bers, q/fhonA Caroline and
Uic.tlmico COOHT—;ES "Fo”o:-ae_c/ [ h quQ.
T}\Q. reason +or This was because

ot The Q_oun_‘l‘y_'s iso lation and The
Un‘Frie.ndl)/ tTreaTment of The
Indiane loy The settiers.

' The ‘F‘.v\s’r covrt houvse sTood .
between Dividihj Creek and Pocomolke §
CiT)/ ol © q ‘[qce Rnowhn as “CovrT
Houvse [Fill” 'Later The coort hoose
was moved To Showttl/, becavse
OF ”-S M ore c,e_n'rl’"al locq‘]‘,‘on | n
The new Q_OUn'f)/,

: The bbunclam'e:. ot UD"‘Q&STe_p
'COU'\"‘)/ are The same a4s jn 179,
ﬂ%cep'f Ror Accornac Coanf)//,b,'r\y;n;‘q
W"\i&k wa = Ta Ken "FI"OM SO_Of'hemV\ '
WorcesTer ,cu\c‘, Uicom ijco Cov nTy w"titl\

Wwas cavrved ouvl of The wesTern PQr-’T
ot Wiordes tor 8tn 8L
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H-'\sTor-it "’SlooTs" N UO" QQSTE?' COU“TY

|P\|l HQ“ows Episcopu‘ C‘f\urclﬂ : |
This chorch was foonded in | 749.The Byble and bel|

for ﬂv\.is chorch were 3iueh ‘D,v Que.en Arme,Tlne Bricks
vsed to buiu fhis ,Q.Inul"c.L\ a|50 came Trom England._
; The iVY wlnic.lq a'mosT covers The chvreh was brovg hit
Trom Kenil worth Cnsﬂe)Sc,oTlanJ,Englqr\J. Thic choreh js
|ouﬂ'e& on The corner of MarKet Strect g hd

CJ‘IUPQ"\ S'Tre,eT
i Snow H;li :

. Mallemje Pres onfc'rian Ehiveh

This choreh was toond ed inlef3 b)/ Rev, Franeis Mg-
Kemie.|tis claimed Tobe the secovnd oldest Pres byfer}'aa
Cl\urc_l'\ In Amﬁr"l.CQ. Lieu'fenah—t HQHJY an QEcle To
Ge,orae quhingTon is buried jn The choreh!
3”0?\0”’\.@.?\1- TD Srﬁfheh DE.C-QTUP

-Hf\is monUm€ﬂ+ was erected S°PT|’\'€QST°‘F ‘Se"‘l"h ih

honor of a Tamous naval heho,STePh.eh Detf‘dw', bora near
Berhr\,

‘(, fron Furnace

This ‘Furnace ulﬁcln is in ru'mS'_Ton)/ was acj"ive ondce,
T was Tovnded inlP32 hy Tudc_.)e. Tkomqs Spence. it didn's
‘asT uu-’( lorxj bec_ause of fhe FDOV' 3"‘1'2‘9— iron ore i T
was Ppoéucing.. In 1?47 it uent \aqr\Krqu q”JSToPFGJ.THQ_
sTor)f entit|ed "The_ Entailed Hat “wiitten b)/

is aboof This

$, The Forest

Tkig iSQYY\.QhS'IQh w'qi&"‘l wqs buil—l— b)( Mr, F"th

Warren. It ;s very SPQC‘OU‘S and unusval. The walls of

this home are made To feite= <nE Hne S OUERECE trecs which
g {ves T ;Ts e =y

s cem e_ﬁary.

old furnace,




Wor cester COUthy 's

CfimoTe) Geogrq Pk)/) and poPU la Tion

Worcester CounT)/ is located
in The state of MQP)/IQnd and s
the on fy cour\'Ty [N Mar)/lond thaT
borders the Atlant ;. Ocean. In area,
Worcester Coun+y has a TeTal of
5¢¢ s%uar‘e miles. Of this TOTQI)Z/?-B
S(LUQPG’_ miles is Ianc]')wkile. The re- ‘
Mmaining 106 square is waTer, |1’s bounded
b)/ Wicomico and Somerset Counties
on The wea‘r; Accoeomac COUﬂT)/, Vl'r‘gl'nia
on The sou'ﬂ\‘,ﬂf\e, At lanTic Ocean gnd
the Chin Co—fe.QgUQ Buy on The Q.QST)'

and Syssex CounT)/, De laware on the
norTh.

WorcesTer C_oun‘\’y ‘Con','ains People_
of mo.'unly EY\S“SL’ desceh’r. PCDP,Q
came here fwom Ac_c,omQQ/Vi-r'j'mia

)
becavse of the freedom of religion

in Maryland. Becauvse of its iso lation
Worces Ter Coun'f‘)/ has becen l;ﬁle qf-)
feated b)/ tmMm mi grq_fion. The exact
date of The FfirestT settlement js not
Known bot 1t has been ‘Fijur‘ed bac K

/

+0 Qbou_t_ 1L 20.
PQO le. Of' Cl'l‘F ‘Feren_l- r‘aces} QOIOR‘S)

and creeds h ave found thejr way here

Qnd es"f'abh’shed Towns, Tl-\e. ‘Four mqu'n
CO“T'\hUQd




Uor‘_(‘_e,sTer {’,ouni‘y/s ClimaTe-con Tinved
Towns of WorecestTer Counfy are The
counr)/ seat and a very quiet, litf/e
To_wn . Snow HiH} The fastest growing
C,;"I'); I'n Mary ’and) PocomoKe}' The ‘FQMOL}S

Summer resort, Ocean C',T),, and a
m e diUm- Si> ed Towh) Bevr'lin.

The geogra Pl—\)f of Worcester
Couhfy reveals it to’ be a rathe
low region. The highesT elevatign
In T"‘\Q CounT)/ is LH- "F€€T Q'T_ BEr“h)'
The lowestT e‘evq—i—iOH ks Yol O&Ea
Ql'l')/ 0«1‘ f”FeeT-

fhies PocamokKe River |8 he

Oh\}’ |ar~je Civer In \(\/OrcesTer‘ COUHT.

IT’s source IS e iEhe Great Cypr‘e_ss
\5W0¢Vh':> near the Mar ylancl a'n d
Delaware |'|he, Other rivers an d

b i nclude Th Chincoleague Ba ;
QyS I nC e e nCco |J| ,Y

tThe Sineeuxen’r Bag ,The. ST. A1 in’'s
R'\ver') and the A cs’a woman Bay.
The_se bavs are r‘e,ally OChe COhT’inous
bod)/ of ‘water located between
the "maip land and the islands o
FQhWiCK} Assa _f—erUe} G C\’\}nCOTquue,
WorcesTer Caunfy has a th-
erally mild climaTe, The aver ag e
ra)n JFG” is aboul U0 }hekes QhY\UG“
The driest year This has hadl Pr‘odueed
QbouvT 33 inches of rain fall.

ConTinuved




\Jore Qsjf&.r (\—Ouvx‘}y’f (‘,-\{W\aﬁ-_ -continved

B vied e C,()min9 in over Thg
A‘\'lan"\‘;}'c Ocean, brinﬁ mos T oT
Ovr rain. L)Li'e Clur‘ihg _fke SUMmmenr
wihds Q,Orn'uhj from 1“'1& SOU‘H'\ br‘ihj
s @re_ciuenT. l'\ur*ri Cancs. HGQU\/ 'Fo&s
pro vide us with moistore clur‘l’hg
The fall an d Spr‘ihj .,Tke, 9r~owihj
Seq SOon i S .Qbou”I_ 205 c{ay&

Lor ces Ter Qouh'l‘)/ =S
American Collnilty wiithle 12 Bar et
af \oe,ap‘e.} in dus'ffp,'es) rec_re_q—]—'eoln )
“govevrn meant, and with its
Pf‘olaie,ms,

a Typical

J
Squr\e O\F
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Pocomoke River

There_ are n'.ne'fe.en naw'jqble
rivers on the Easfern Shore, bu'.r oLF owh
Pocomoke ijs The mosT unusval.lhe Pocomole
River isTropical—looKinj becavse of the
'H\'l(‘..k Br‘owﬂw Qionﬂ the shores Gnd ha <
hardl\/ any banks af all . The color of The
waler is Po%c_.iloly dve To the Cypress Trees
along ﬁ'\e’_ Simor“es.ﬂ\e Potbmoka iner‘ F¥e=
sembles Dis mal Swamp)whi ch shart= in Delquare.

This rjver has Twe njcknames.Accord-

ing ToThe Indians, PoComoke means muddy

r

) o *-50 i ‘
wafers'}ﬁlu.s one nickname is modd ”or:};rcaf‘

wq‘\‘ers"/ﬁe_gause the TirsT PresbyTérian chorcheg
in AmericQ were boidT along ifs ban K«,;/i‘i’qu
| \ n X e ;
also given The nickname ~Gateway To Pres byTe'”lGnismf
The Pocomoke River 1= Qc{ividing line tor
northern and scuthern Flora (plants) and Taung
Canimals) |ife -AnoTher inTere.sTinj Tact is
that This is net The de.e-P'&%'i— river jnThe United
States for iTs width as many EasTern
Shoremen com meon ly pelieve,
‘”\Q_ soyrCE€ 045 The Pocomoke_ =S N iow@r
Delawgre . The viver is na vfgqbie_ from Snow il
To Pocomoke QOund/Q dis Tance o7 qboul Twenly-
& 1 - - LR (s 1 1 2 - 5‘(’) = ﬁC ot
five miles. The widTh is Trom =00 e Pyl
in some f'\thZS .The lengTh is ahost 70 miles.
Continved




POMW\QKQ RiVer Qon'h‘nu&c".

The PocomoKe River was First expiore.q’l
v |, 0Y b)/ John Smith Qnd his crew. In Af’f‘i‘)
lb%ﬁ;‘ﬁ‘ke 'Firs’ﬁ‘mﬂuq, battle between white
men in what js now the Unjted STates was
‘RNSH‘\T over KSV\T ]8land by Lord bal""imorc
and William Claiborne. Lord Baltimore

ships ST.MqrgqreT.and ST.Helen won over
Clatborne’s CocK q Trice.

ﬂn TE\E EQrﬂ)/ dqys ot thT 13 Now
Worcester Coun‘l‘y, This -river was the Chief
mMmeans Of -Trqy\ SPorTqTion . Before ""he dqys
Of ﬂne sfequ on ’ﬂ\e now OUT-of'daTe
Schooner was vused. Iln 1868, The EasTer,

Shore Steam boal Company WAas organized

by Harlan and Holling worTh of Wl'ﬂma‘thon)
Pelaware. Thig QOW\th)’{S First boat was
High land Lija'\T' The ‘él'\iioyaV‘J of Shnow
Hill furned oul only one paat the Eureky.

Some of the other boats vsed jnthe
nex T 'fi“?‘ﬂ"}/ ears were the Suve, the
Massachuse xs)ﬂxe [ﬁﬁg._g_c"e, The EQSTerL,
Sbore) The LE;UT‘&K_Q) and the ,[\w

The Pocomoke River has  served
and is still serving the tTowns alonj
'qu banlKs Tkr\oujﬁq —h’““nsfo PTQ'l_t'on and
\Ts }ge_quTy.
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was L4165 The gEg relgale volume
oT ihClUSTV‘s'al a\/r“o//s amounﬁec{
'l"c #'-[} 7/7} 7lCIJ The qross value o‘F

Tl‘)e FV‘OdUC_T;OH w( s V\_Oujl’\ ’y 6,51_;"

mafed aT more Than #’QO)DOO)OOO.
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Saw mill

One of Pocomoke C1tys largest
| industries is the Birds Eye poul-
| try processing plant on Clarke

Avenue Extended — a part of this
community for many years.
It was in 1942 that the plant,

formerly known as Southern

Maryland I"arms was purchased by

the Birds Eye unit of the General

Foods Corporation..
Once Dressing Plant

Thirteen years ago it was a
dressing plant and did not freeze
poultry. The largest part of the
industry’s production came during
World War II, consigned to the
armed forces, for which the plant

| was awarded the “A” Award of

the Department of Agriculture.
General Foods received a prior-

ity from the War Production Board

in 1945 to expand the Pocomoke

| City firm by construeting a modern

poultry freezing plant. Designed
by the company's engineers, in-

clnding special forced ventilation,
fluorescent lighting and rounded|

ceiling edges for cleanliness.
At that time the original plant
was converted to a feding sta-
T
Demand Increased

When the expansion was com-
pleted in 1946 the plant had a|

capacity ~of processing 20,000
chickens per day. Rapid growth in
consumer acceptance of frozen

poultry soon overtaxed that eapa-|
city and, in 1947, a second shxft

was added.

Further expansion projects were |

undertaken by the Birds Eye plant

{[in 1949 and in 1953. Additional |
| feeding station space, was added

with these enlargements.

IS ONE OF WORLDS BEST, LARGES|

Poultry Plant In This Site F or Many Years

of the ege business. Chickens were |
raised for the main purpose of |
laying egus, not for meat produc--
tion. 3 i

tne Southern Maryland Farms |
began as a dressing plant here;
in the early 1930’s, about 1953.
After Birds Eye took over the
plant in 1942, the name was chang- |
ed to Birds Eye - Snyder, Inc,|
Southern Farms Division. In 1946 |
the name became Birds Iye Di-
vision, General Foods Corporation. |

Present manager of the plant|
is R. E. Breedlove, who came here
in September, 1953,

Silver Anniversary

Tast year the Birds IEye phnts

all over the country observed the |

25th anniversary of the industry >

which begann with the experi- {
menting of Clarence Bih'dseye, a
New England scientist; in the|
freezing of food during a furj

trapping expedition in Labrador. ;,

Today the plant's production ca-

pacity is more than 60,000 chiek-

ens, and is one of the two largest|

poultry freezing plants on the

Delmarva Peninsula — one of the

largest in the world.

The plant has four proe‘essing

lines, 52,205 square feet of area
in the feedinz station, 4,3025

square feet of area in the main |
plant and accomodations for 122,-|

000 chickens in the feeding sta-
tion.
Broiler Area
Since Pocomoke City is located

1 geographicglly in the center of

the larges% commercxal erowing

broiler area in the world, it was|
a natural p].ace for such an m—

dustry to spring up.
In the early 1930’s, all frymg
chickens sold were by-products

e
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Pscom oke ~con Finuved
where The ('.11‘\/ fsh e Lot ShaTokaft elds
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and 5€TT|5Y\3 Qlohj ‘The_ banKs of
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»
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vsed. In Iéé’o)ffve_feopfe began wanT-
ing a Pres b>/ Terian ministTer /‘}}Oe'fTTforw.
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Then in 1683 74e Keverend Francis
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OLD FORD HOUSE — One of the early Iandmaﬂ«.q in Pocomoke City, abnut the time of its ilfl_c_o_rporatim} in 18.6:’), w“asﬂtlwml_"’or.c‘l Eousc‘,‘ which
was a combined houz’l and bar 1'oom. et o) oconn ook Lok oo s ] P M ;

NOW THE PEAC‘OCK HOTEL this was Par er llouse in 1902, at the corner of Clar e
Avenue and Willow Streets. Carri iage in r.ght foreground, one of Pocomoke City’s fmst
taxi’'s, was used to CAITY passengers to and fr 1 fthe railroad station.
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ot too many years a: the Pub Square was a favorite site in
Pocomoke City. The fountain was located at the intersection of Front and Market Streets.

d
A cannon reportedly once stood at the spot. a relic of the Civil War days.

PRESIDENTIAL TOUR A beaming Franklin D. Roosevelt made the first official Presi-
i t of Pocomoke City in a triumphial tour of the Eastern Shore in the summer
As can be seen, Pocomokians turnad cut in full force to welcome the Chief

utive, Judge T. Allen Goldsboro and other political figures of the day.




Poco moke ‘Qoh’hnued

fEis O hle S ol Gty began Mmouving ahead
(e Picl I)/Tlr\e, buildlhﬁ O'F STth’\
=S4 ws 9ol 3?%5”‘ mi's deve.-'o ed her
| U ber an d Skip buildinj MIUS‘I“m‘es,
Bus’mess had A& s e co lf'f“e_ Q#%)ﬂ’\o.v‘e_
‘oeo'ele \Oeﬂan QHTep(hS NewTown
ch‘. o fe. PQOID’& b-ajqr\ Wdh+ihj
jo\)S. The ~iver was R 1 P o R
sTeam boq'f‘s oy sai boatTs. No w
That New_t'own‘ waqs -F‘IV‘VY\,)/ onn  he
‘Fee’jr) She_ mCléé_ r‘af)ici PPO@PESS. lr\
'[?Q(D/ an AC,-I- o'F Incoy*,Dcﬂf‘a 1'0H Lo 2SS
33!(9-14 iF The Town. T his mean |~
o i ke People cionld. elie o T o,
DS i o e et h e sTre_e_'l‘s/
an d ‘F}x 'l"l’\e‘iy» }’l—own as T"\ey waq nied,
B et bel el Dieliee T g The Sdel- 0
lowinj Peo’ole LISe Ve C/lflose_n a S TOWV!
€ o priss i onmers + GG L’Oyd} W.s.C. PO[K)
Char les Marshall, 3—05@{01\ Kile//and
W T Eoiag.,
The FirsT operation the Town
Com mis_sfonetf‘s sololindres d 1o C-O“"/Ol':eTe
Wit e + 1 = The streets o NewTown _ A
Qoulo S ch o T L EhREE men e el
Esu\h*,vne,\‘ To see wlf\oft— wou’d be nef—decl'
and‘wh‘nclf\ 3+Fee1*s H{’_EC‘@C‘ to be
sTroijkTened‘ o widened,
| | Con ti rmed




TE hl 40 241 )

e iy

7041 S0 SIP 3yl Yeoqu buis( 1040 We( 45}Ss940M
Cab B mugodmn; Ay R T po o - oyl ier SHShia

. *f31) Jopag puy 18831g y Suipjing 10, Aemiapun) Apeasfy sue|]
'8UjooT] JUlAdLJ O] JUSG usWIspienr) jeuoney---'sdwe[ Sulysindunxy uj pIy
SUMO ] U9ASG WO, SIJY31] 211] "paLojsa(] sSuip[ing Suotuyy 951}J0350 g v=<_ sjueqg om |

000°0051S $507 ‘SSITAINOH 31d03d 052 ‘ST 14 Aq
" L4IMS NOLLD3S SSINISNG $.ALI INON020d 40 Lyv3

. &

2

/



?'DQDmO'\Q ""C,o V\Vr“ n Ue’é

I _l%’(t?(o Ne wlhown had a dis as Trous
“Fi\"‘e-_,O'ﬂr\er‘ b]g 'WC'ir'-es (2] 77 T ARRH
1594 and 1922, The largesT of all. Even
@i{"Te\p T\\e '{"\V‘es The Town Eerbioy ol
B Sia i S ool

T\r\er\ 1 M \8??/ "l—}\e_ ‘{:iv\q/ Name wWQOS
Jiven To The town — “Pocomoke”.
Som e fieofle Think jkis NnaHn < ma})ﬂns
I(QO\QV\T)/ o ol U@y— land of ,D)em'f)/)
whi e Sk eis, A R o T

s® ah dndiien
Name Mean |

ha NTY\U&A\' wC;TEPs_. 7t ”dar\('
I (e j 4 / 7) v
quQPS or deef) walT ers,

anQe_ That Ti\me_ pOCOmOk'ﬁ Cif”y
hC\S \?K‘Ow‘y\ (N SiRve Qnd FQPUJQ_}LJ“QM,
POQO mc')k'e hqa L\QC’ mam/ 7EI\V‘S.T.—S o N
T il e »  Bds e ch. Sthore , T wias. Tihte
“F‘frs"l' fown on the shore To hqre
&‘-QGTF‘EQ\TX, e l’\qs Com e G ’OV\:C/ VJC‘}/
AR Y Qi lways} rooyp_cl Sthd e wajk.sthd
STl"ee'Ts,qncf Sewage.

L4 . =

Boleie: misiiNee. | s « R Lor Ehot dhitas
q' WC‘YS qud T‘he_ mos'l; moderm
“Hr\‘;njs and hasg Ke‘o"f" a pa ce ‘wilh
it s qd\/ane}r\j Qif{zens. :




EW FIRE HOUSE — When the Pocomoke City Fire House was dedicated in 19
| At the dedication speeches were made by U.S. Senator George L. Radcliffe, Congressman David J. |
;Ward, Counsellor Godfrey Child and Mayor E. W. Ross. Chief of the department at that time was Fred U. |
! Henderson, present chief.

BRARLY ONE SUNDAY MORNING photographer Prestor Marshall snapped thl‘w checﬁk board-like aerial photo o
Pocomoke City’s business section, looking southward on Market Street (U.S. Rt. 13) from the Pocomoke River bridge.




Show- Hil\
CounT\l 'SeC\‘IT bo‘? UOI"CE’.STEk COuhT)/

Ohn the winding PocomoKe River lies
T‘r\C. Cc)uh'l" seq"' of OFCESTEr Covh'f‘y,-ﬂ hf’ﬁe
wah 'uifl\ 'H\e (‘J\Qr‘m, %Viefhes)ahd 9r~qc_ioos-
ness of ont of Amerjcqg’s oldesT Towns, Even
though ithas some busy neigh bors soch as
Focomoke and Ocean City, it sl leoks g4
'Hﬂobjh i"' were TaKen from The Pi(‘.TUr\-e.s
i Qa lr\ig‘l"or)/ book,
In 172 SHOWH“/ waqs 'Fouhded By 9
3r\?'ulo 0'? E.Y\_?“Sl\ Sef'Her-.s,Tl\e\/ theJ e
iT 9now Hill” a fter g Ci"f')/ ‘divison in London, e
Sisi H',”)wl,;cl,, was or‘ign‘ha“)/ located |nn [
SOmepse‘l’(‘.ouhTy was Surveyed in b9 on
500 gcres of 'Glhcl owh € d 19)/ Henr)/
E)_isl*\bp for 15000 fxounds of Tobacco,
A law was pqss'e:‘ in 183 Which sTated
'qu’r 'FiVe-TOWViS thl To be lC'HCl ol in '
Somer sel Covnty. Snow Hjl} was one of
These, Ini?9Y Snhow Hf:ll recejved iTs far‘esenT |
charter becauvse The Town was reorganized
as a resolt of The diSQST*‘OUS-Fl‘V‘*"- ot 17493,
Sr\om H|“ rece'wad ifs.(‘.l’\qr‘fer‘ on
Octo ber QLJIL?L- in 1L 97 fl'lis"f‘own wads made
a Port of Entry, which meant Thal ships
Could come To frade af Snow fili- Snow

’Hill wqs ﬂ'\e se-c,ov\c] Towh in Th{s qreq
QDhTihued




snow Hill boasts the Julia Purnell
Museum where thousands of articles and an-
tiques, connected with the early history of
Snow Hill and Worcester County, are on exhibit.

i

B =
Court House

Worcester County

Vvietorian homes are numerous in s
like the Whaley House, pictured above.

snow Hill,

snow Hill High sSchool

o Trri h] 10 4 4 e

All Hallows Episcopal Church

The OIld Furnace ruins where fm 3.

; « s y m 1832
until 1847 bog ore from Nassawango creek was
sn_lclte(l into iron products. It is located six
miles northwest of Smow Hill ’




Snow H‘i” (‘,on#‘inued:.

To recejve This, Re ho beTh was The Tirst,
Most of the Skifmen"fs came "o Show Hilf/
‘Fi"om ﬁalfimore . dome Tr‘a({fng wqs even
carried on with the West indies, Smuyglq'nﬁ
wqs an ope ratien QCTiyely carried on Qlonj
The PocomoKe Rjver, |

| A gr‘ouP of c;ler-Ks and Commijssjoness
were elected in Snow Hill in 17p¢ when
iT rec_e‘]vecl 1 Ts 'FirST’ govern mgh;}, Som e
of The first laws sTatled:
\.Houses \'\acé To Cover Y00 SfiUQr‘ﬁ ’ﬂaee'j'
ofﬁr\ounci'ancd, %aue one ENC-K C,Hlmne/.
. No 9eege ok Swine cou ld be ke)o*f wg‘f’ho‘s«,
.The Town Al\mi‘-ﬁ‘s vnder The f'a“a“‘,y O{“wb;’eé“{ngs,
3 Each ownepr of land shouvld (.;ayﬂone
fehhy ST@hung ”fe_r )/ear To the Ff‘of‘r‘éafro'"
and his heirs
5

In l?‘ll’wken WorcesTer Co‘mty LGS
‘Fo\mcﬂed,show Hill bew»me iﬁ‘s Cow‘f}, seatl}
since i1 had been the main Town while
located j, Somer sef Coontyand also because
of its centrql location “in The county.

A look at Snow Hill inl3s2 woulid
reve,qa ‘H\QT itwas « rqTher bu?y ‘Town. For

QduQGT‘loh’Fr\‘gva'rﬁ stkoohs and fhe Union
| continved




Snow Hill continyed:

ACQ&&M)/, founded in 1?3'{, were There. Chum@wes
inclvded EfiscoPaﬁ)PresbyTe.rﬁam Methodjst -
Epés co paﬂ,and aNeﬁro Vc,jrwrch Known as E"_)C_n,
ezer. The MaKemje PreshyTerian Church in Show
Hill is claimed To be The second old CST
Pres b‘/fﬂ‘iaﬂ Church in f\mericq,{ovhd ed in 1L?3
‘DY Reverend Francis MaKemie . The All Hallows
E@is c.ofai C@wr‘c_‘,% was Toovnded in 17 Y9 It was
built {from bricKs which came Trom England,
The Chorch has abell and Bible given by
Queen Anne of Eﬂjaand.The lvy was bro“f]"‘#
over fTrom KenilworTh Castle In Sc gt land.
Two ko‘i‘eﬂsl the UQS%'nng'fon and The Amer-
ican were ope rated aT This Tn’,me. Alse 1n Show
Hill at This were tour aective lawyePS,'Fi ve
doc'for‘ s, 'Four' Me_rc,%qv\-rs)ajeweler an anerTaKeg

/
‘ﬁfﬂ‘ﬁt ‘ihbe~mqkers,QMl‘”l'nar Store co'n'Pec.Tioners—

ies and a POST”‘QST@V‘- An infe_rcﬂ‘iny ‘)?acT, al 0&3990'?
ﬁrMsT;me}was That There was M."Y one divorce Iisfed.
Snow Hl“ "\Qd wa .Seriou.s“Fircs' one

3 ;Quwec\ in 1724 and the other fh 1733, ’

Some 0'? TAE— ea?‘.‘ inJ USTf‘l'e.s N Show Hi”
inclvded bricKmq‘K;n?,The_ manu facturing of tey-
‘4‘;‘/65 qnc} wkii)s, a frvt QuaPoﬁ"ﬂ'hnj pﬂqyﬂ‘)f]‘k& ~
V‘qisiﬂj ) Sianorms by Mrs. James H, S&HD)/) the m‘a.rmfj
0%\'\0\/5—3) the mqmuch.““urinj o Pipe c'ydhs one

o‘? wlm'cl\ w@s use,J by ﬂ\e /‘Hl Hq“ows ,C—L\UV‘Q/L\ Q
ContTinoved




Snow Hill ContTinuved:
long Time a_?b,'H'te maKihg- ot lﬂﬂske"l‘s, a bus{_ '

ness carried on b)’ Mr. Ben amin LJooly and

la‘f‘er be¢qme Known as The SnOL‘)H"'/ Cotten

D-,tsk and BasKet Company,The oPerq‘l‘,'On ot “Ver‘y

ST‘aHes) blacKsmiths and wheelwright sho s, and

lasT bot not leasT .shipriHinj . The ffigrsf and

[asT ship that was built was called the Eyrelka .

The news paper business,sTarted in Snow Hill i

IYS"I, 'gu“' ol & News Eaper called ”T}\e Border! Then
in 1779 anoTher newsgager called the “Pemocratic
Messenger “came inte exsisTance and = shii ope r- -
ated aT The ‘or‘esehT Fime.This newa’QFt’-f 'S Claimed To
be one of The oldesT and leadinj hewspapers in l"lar)/ land.

Manyof the Pe,aplc oufside of Town oQQQPiEc‘
Them selves with their farms .SomeTimes There was a
ConTesT 'I‘o See wko CQUH raise que, h-eq Ul'esT PorKEP
betore The Christmas hdr‘da)/s when The hog*Ki“ing
wqs done.ln those qufl‘s women made biscoiTs
Known as Beaten 8iscuits’to 05, bol te sthey states

qs“m_uprlqnd Biscoils”
h\‘l‘own The ptople Some+im&s enter Toined
Them selves td' holel bars where l:‘c('uicf ref¥res hmeants
Were solc\.BQSe loa.” wqs \m\v\Qm\d ot Tken)bu"" a30h1e
CQ“-@.J Town-balf waS_ pOPUIGY‘ Qmor\j The men and boy.s.
The gir-ls would learn To quy the Iau'ano

which wQs 'Founc‘ ir\ man)/ \r\ome-s,\h"n'\bse cla)rS,
piano P\Q)/,'nﬂ was a ‘?eminine acCom loiislwmenT.

(‘,on‘ﬂnue_d




Snow Hill C‘-bh‘Hnued!
The Mo Xim, arovnd This Time was,_”CL\iHreh
Sko»lcl be Se_.e.h, not h&Qrcx.“ I

Bl Semm bt qal hepged *rom The Precﬁclinj
information, Snow Hill was a beayti ful and
impor'\'an'\‘ town and still is. For this reason,
and many others,we should be proved of ovr
QOun+Y Se,q"} Snow Hill. |

SNOW HILL HIGH SCHOOL, SNOW HILL, MARYLAND

e _aha A

L 4



Snow Hill

Is Neither Sno—vv—;_(—)

¢ Hilly

— Worcester County Seat

It has lost none of its chami.
Rather, its character is strong.
enough to pervade this downtown
neighborhood with a subtle plac-
idity. \

The business section having
been rebuilt in brick and stone, the |
modern town presents an attrac-
tive and substantial appearance.

Plant New Trees

The residential section is grac-
ed with comfortable and, in many
instances, spacious homes sur-
rounded by ample and well kept
grounds. The streets are well pav-
ed and there are many trees which
add to the beauty of the town.

Every three years Snow Hill
sets out about 100 trees along its
streets in order to perpetuate: its |
traditional leafy avenues. |

The municipal building contains !
the offices of the mayor and council
as well as a fine modern library.
The Community Building has a
room for public meetings and the
entire first floor is devoted to the
housing of the fire apparatus for
the . Snow Hill Volunteer Fire
Department.

In the community the Protestant
Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyter-
ian, Old School Baptist and Chris-
tian churches are represented. Up-
to-date schools offering a variety
of courses to students also are
found here.

The town of Snow Hill is the
conter of a large farming indus-.
%ry, which makes Worcester Coun-
ty one of the first in farming in
Maryland and ranking among the
highest in the United States in
broiler raising.

Many Industries

Yentered in the large farming
area, the town includes several
large canning factories that ean
tomatoes, peas, lima beans, string
beans and strawberries. Other in-
dustries located in Snow Hill in-
clude a large planing mill, box
shook factory and one of the
Jargest poultry dressing plants in
the country.

There is also a large fertilizer
plant which serves the entire East-
ern Shore and has been operafing |
and serving farmers in this area |
since 1913. Snow Hill has two
shirt factories, a millt cooling
plant, Grade A hatcheries, three
bulk oil plants and two banks.

As a boon to industry and em-|

ployment at Snow Hill a new $500,- \!

plant is being established by Moore
Business Forms, Inc., a nationally
known printing concern.

The population of Snow Hill,
numbering in 1950 about 2,100 in-
habitants, is made up almost en-
‘tively of good old Eastern Shore
stock, English in decent and noted
for their hospitality.

_— Snow Hill, Worcester County’s

seat of government, was founded
in 1642 by a body of English set-
tlers from Snow Hill, a division of
the city of London. It received
its charter on October 26, 1686.
Situated on the Pocomoke River,
a tributary of Chesapeake Bay, the
‘gown was made of Port of Entry
in 1694,
Shaded Streets
Dominating the scene is the
courthouse, a proud red-brick Vie-
torian building surrounded by tree-
shaded streets and large white
Colonial and Vietorian homes with
their spacious lawns and gardens
so characteristic of the town.
The first plot of Snow Hill was
made by virtue of an Act of As-
sembly ofthe State of Maryland,
passed [November 2, 1792, -whic!i
plot was subsequently, on March
14, 1794, filed for record in the
Clerk’s office in Worcester County
as a part of the land record X
John Seymour, Royal Governor
0.[‘ Maryland, seems to have rati-
fied the aforegoing acts in behalf
of Her Most Sacred Majesty Queen
Anne, on April 19, 1706, and also
the Acts in 1694, which erected
Snow Hill, among other towns, in-
to a port where all shipg. and ves-
se'ls trading into the ]n'o‘.'in(,:e.
might unload. Rehoboth w the |
nnly- other town in this Hion
::hamng; this honor at that timeﬂ'
s Bible OF 1701 '
ible dated 1701, presente
to All Hallows Parish iixllgzlltfi;}
Anne, may still be sené in t.l_m
chuvch, built in 1748, The parish
was founded in 169 :
The brick for the construction of

?‘H Hallows Protestant Episcopal
| Church was brought from England

esne(*i‘;zll}.’_ for the purnose and
I“i]-qlll; tem m‘t tobaceco \\Irhich was the
Eu.mp;pm from this country to

The sit}};)le Georgian brick strue-
ture, with its long, at.tenuqtei
arched windows giving it B
et}]eri‘ ized character 1: cove 'al;
\,'.;'lth‘ ivy said to lmvc: come f.'m(
Kenilworth Castle in Scntlan‘d 1'1?}111'1
church is downtown, a block -fronf

the court h
: ouse and the busines
section. 5 i

|
|




Berlin Claims First Europeans

Entered At Site Of Present Cit

Residents of Berlin claim, and
with sufficient historical proof to
merit authenticity, that the
country around Berlin was trod-
den by the first Euvopeans that
ever enteréd what was to be the
Colony and State of Maryland,

Giovannie de Verrazanno, an
Ttalian navigator, is credited with
discovering .the Eastern Shore in
about 15 47 years before the
Mayflower made its famous voy-
age, danding at Qcean City and:
making his way inland to the
neighborhood of the present city
of Berlin.

Called Arcadia

In a journal kept by the explor-
er-navigator, Verrazanno called the
country Arcadia because of the
beautiful trees.

Not far from Berlin a thous-
and acres was set apart by early
colonis for the Indian Queen
Weocomiconus and her son Knu-
sonum and their followers.

During the Revolutionary War,
Berlin gained fame when a Cap-
tain Decatur sent his wife to the
safety and quiet of the suburbs
of Berlin, where she gave birth
to a boy in 1779 who was to grow
up a Naval War hero Stephen
Decatur. f

Decatur gained the title of Com-

modore during the War of 1812/

and the house where he v
was made a stopping
tourists.

The name of Berlin had nothing
to do with the eapitol of Germanv.
‘even in pronunciation. The Eastern
Shore boasts of the clearest British
blood of any part of the Unijon,

Stage Route

. The stage route leading from
the Virginia counties through |
Maryland and what is now Dela-
ware had their stables for change |
of horses on the Burleieh Planta-
tion. There a blacksmith shop was
built and the little town started.
it took the Plantation name Bur-
{eigh, which in time was abhrevia-
ted to Berlin, retainine its accent
on_ the ‘first- syllable.

Buckingham Presbyterian Church

point for

| church was named for his native |
Buckinghamshire in England. From
that name also came the Bucking-
ham Academy and its successors.
It is an item of interest to state
that an occupant of the old Buck-
ingham Manse, Rev. Alexander
Campbell, pastor from 1827 to
1838 was the inventor of the first
reaping: machine in the world and
first used on the grounds of the|
Mar It was followed by Mec- |
Corm s invention, who, it S
said, paid Mr. Campbell’s son $50,- !
000 for infringement of the origi |
patent. : t
Other Berlin churches include
St.  Mary's  Episcopal  church,
daughfer church of OId St. Mar-
till';&, four miles to the north, and
the Methodist Church, which dat-
rom the fime of the first

nal

€

s born ||

which stands on the main street of
Berlin, dates back to the early days
of American Presbyterianisi,

founded by Francis Makemie. The |
f seven |
Ma- |

Berlin church was one o
churches organized by R
kemie in the late 160(’s.
Patented In 1668
The first building was about|
one-half mile south of the town omn|
the Bueckingham Plantation, from
which it derived its name. The|
land of 1300 acres was patented by |
Judge Stevens in 1663, ; |
Judge Stevens was the first|
judge of the great county of Somer-!
that now includes Worcester, |
mico and Somerset, and the|

American  Methodist Episcopal
Bishop Ashbury, who also lived
on the Eastern Shore, a worthy
Stccessor to John Wesley.
irsery Is Famous

Berlin is known throughout the
country as the home of Harrisons’
Nurseries, one of the largest grow-
ers of fruit and shade trees, since
about 1873,

This enterprise, whicl hss mad
Berlin famous and brought tho
lands to visit the town, was cre-
ated by one family and was head-

,ed by the Hon. Orlando Harrison
{wWho held office in the Maryland
General Assembly for several |
| vears,

Other Berlin industries
a large lumber
mi

include |
yard and planing |
an ice manufacturing plant
ral other businesses that
give employment to many peop]e.‘

Man-0"-War |

A few miles from Berlin is the
site of the stoek farm that became|
famous by the owner of the cele-’
brated “Man-0’-War,”  Samuel
Riddle. The breeding farm for
this famous race horse is located
on the road to Ocean City a few
miles from Berlin,

Of further historical interest to
the eity of Berlin is the famous
Atlantic Hotel which has stood
for decades in the business sec-
tion of the community.

3
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Isaac C. Coﬂ"m Erected

Tt was in 1914 that C. H. Tudlam |
built the first fish pounds out in the |
ocean, Sinee then many others have
seen opportunities connected with the
fishing industry until today Ocean | =
City is rated highly among the in- !

| dustries of the locality.

Inn At Resort In 1869;
Building Boomed In 1920’

While -the fou.ndmg of Maryland’s
only Atlantic Ocean resort, Ocean
City, is officially recorded among

,ma'l'—s of Worcester County as oe-
| ewrring on July 4, 1875, the site of |

is resort eity was occupied several
before that time, a.qcmdmg to

¥ uncovered records. .
le first recorded building to be

ereeted in what is now Ocean City
- | was a one-story barroom and inn ecom-
| bined, owned and managed by Isane

| (. Coffin, grandfather of Capt. Wil-

|liam B. §. Powell, one of the largest|

 landowners m the resort in the 1.11:0
19207 'S,

Inn Bwlt 1869

~ According to records uncoveteﬂ'
~ Cloffin_erected his inn and bar during

869, following the close
War. Coftin had large

L': farm interest in that scetion at the

time and ran the inn and bar as a
- sideline, : F
© His hostelry was named the <“Rhode
and,”” a naime derived from a bit of
'(!(kage that washed upon the const
.s]north' before the inn and bhar was

opened in 1869.

Over the door of (offin’s new hos-
telry was nailed the 'Int‘of wood from
pilot. house of the wrecked slnp,

el hore the inseription, ¢¢“Rhode

| Tshima.

- The opening of this inn by Coffin
| started people coming to tlre heaeh-
~ {land and a few years after the inn
[ opened Baltimore interests formed the)

ynepuxent  Beach  Corporation  to
velop the present site of Oeean

ty. The cimpany took its name|

from the Snyepuxent Bay which par-
allels the Aflantic Ocean there.
The names of Purnell, Showell, Tay-

Jlor, Tenry and Toadvine appear on
1

.na-od records in the Cirenit Court of
Wor'cester County, as men who con-

~ ceived Ocean City. e

Firs
They secure

Y w]mse fm('est
..._m iy

ind Lfberw'l.l'dq, il
0t

 took out a p:ttent for the land from

the State of Maryland. The Tabor
family tract was ealled ¢‘Ladies’ Re-
sort to the Sea.’’

Descendants of the above named

founders of this resort are to be

found in Worcester and Wicomico
counties today. Many are still l.uul-
owners in Ocean City.

The Fourth of July, 1‘17‘3 was a

great day for Ocean City for it

marked the opening of the old Atlantic
Hotel, the first oustanding achieve-

'ment of the Synepuxent Beach Cor-

pnmtion in developing Ocean City.

So profitable was the new ]mtel‘

that it was quickly followed by the
Seaside Hotel, A little later Congress
Hall greeted the visitors under the
management of James Z. Powell.

; Destroyed By Fire

All of these hotels had been destroy-
ed by fire before the 1920°’s while the
old Atlantic Hotel and Seaside Iotel
were razed hy a fire in December,
1925, The Atlantic Hotel was re-built
o1 the same site, but the Seaside was
never reconstrocted,

Tu 1879 a railroad was built from
Salisbury to Ocean Clity and travel
to the resort city inereased. With fre-
quent stops every five nu]fs to lom]
up with pine slabs as fuel, the nIrl
wood-burning locomotive .'l.nﬂ two ears
would bring its passengers to the At-
luntie eoast. - MR

The first  coal-burning  locomotive
made its way to Ocean City in 1803,

driven iy Tlon. Edward S. Furbush,

of Berin.
Preceding the .u'l\ ent. of the laco-
mntive, visitors to the peninsula resort

were ferried across the bay from the

mainland. Later the railroad comprny
built a hridge over whielh both llmses
aud trains eould travel.

"~ Resorl City Grows |

I’ntl] 1914 Ocenn (fity consisted of |
of a fmv_ﬁc;helmgn s homes and abnut.
—fOUI hotel establishments. Affer that

vear the resort eity began to 21
AIthough World War T halted buil

ing operations for awhile, new huild- '

to spn g up in 1'9 0.

Growth was gradual in Ocean City, et :
| but nonetheless it was steady. Hotels |
other than thse already mentioned |

were built to takeé care of the ever:
increasing number of visitors.

Before long houses and hotels were |
built morth of the Catholic Home,

which at one time was considered |

‘“way up the beach.’’” By the early
1930’s there were about 40 or 50 hotel
to take care of summer guests.

_ * Inlet is Formed

In 1933 when the storm damage
the shore to the morth and south of
Ocean City, the eity benefit by al
natural long-sought-for inlet formed
by stormy waters.

Immediately legislators and inter
ested citizens got Dbusy and asked
the government to make the inlet per- |
m'ment It Imd been felt fur man

Money was. appxoprlqted s00n '1fter
wards so that the inlet ercated by the
storm was made permanent.

The government saw fit to give $89,-

| 000 for additional improvements. A |

harbor for commefeinl boats was
dredged, as well as a channel up the
Sinepuxent Bay to the Isle of Wight
Bay to provide adequate salt water
for the oystermen who have planted
the bottoms around that area.

With the growth of this new com-
munity, the matters of health and
sufety to visitors hecame of import- |
ance to city leaders.

Firve Protection

~ Tn 1928-29 the town saw to it that =

adequate fire fighting apparatus was
seeured {o proteet against any fir

hazard. The town equipment is rated
the best and ean be put alongside
any city equipment for any kind of-
work it is ealled upou to do.

“Not only has the town modernized
fhe fire department, but it has moder- |
nized the sanifation department as |
well, hringing Ocean City’s sanifa-
tion system fo a pn'fnt where it ean
compefe with any city in the eountry.
State tests show the drinking water |
there is as pure as ean be found an],- ;
where. J

Today Ocenn City Doasts a vonr-
"ummd popu}.utlnn of close fo 1,400, 7

i moc‘iern stmes, up-to dnte s
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how high the walk abov
¢oncrete in recent months.

THE PIER — Do you remember the early 20’s when the Ocean City
Pier appeared like this? This recreation building was the hub of en-
tgrtamment facilities in the early days of the resort city’s history. The
sign advertises moving pictures and dancing among other means of
enjoyment.

—Photo Courtesy Ocean Information

‘{BOARDWAI.I\' DEVASTATED — Ruins ofthe Ocean City boardv alk
|are pictured in the wake of the 1933 storm that destroye[il much of:
| Ocean City's resort area. Water swept in from the ocean laying waste
| to the major portion of the noted boardwalk.

B e e IR, g R e e e e
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STORM OF ’33 — Scenes like the above were common around Ocean

. City in 1933 when a tropical storm hit the area swamping much of the

sea side city with salt water.




Al O A

B OLIJ_ BOARDWALK = This photo the old boardw ore storms leveled the sand with the walk
! the bridge on the other side of the walk. The sign next to ‘tises morning danecing at 1(

. Note the sturdy pilings
1 g 0 and evening dancii
—Photo Courtesy Ocean City Information Center

0 at the Plimhimmon Ball Room.




County You 1g

A

\ Y
. ___:

0-1850. f_ s

(hfuﬂ‘?for all wchuol purpos Wo.s $00,- pester County now wis qpow]mg $44.16

{ No eleur rewr(l of the devel cﬁrf
*393‘08 However, nearly $20,000 of| per pupil for current expenses. Aver-

of edueational facilities in Wemﬁgﬁi (11 of 'wluc.h were

- County s available for the yea{rss

Tor ‘the &
follom, $

L ddren -of chlfhy

Chiiler
their
of private tutors and were sent abroad |

for -advanced training. Apprentice- !

ship was commonly used to provide
| vocational training for t:lnldren of |
proper families,

During the period from ahout 1750 |
ward extending high school edueation. |

to 1850, academies, sponsored. private-
1y or by olmrchas, attempted to pro-
vide education for a_ greater nunther
of children. Sueh academies are known

# to have heen established in three Wor-
cestcr ('mnt'y communities.

nof the wealthy received s
early education at the hands!

; Ml were frome buildings s,nﬂ
outbm]ﬂmgs. ‘murty me

an ‘_36 had good furniture, The total
£ 129 teachers indicates that most

schools.
Of the total nf 129 tendhers 100
werp w‘lurte @ﬁ Te cohreﬁ,. On]y
24 were as comps,r to the
nenrly 50 pereent in 1866. The a,ves-—
| age annual sxi.]ar"y of $235.76 was less
than that paid in 1866.

Little progress had been made to-

| The 1904 report lists only three high |
schools for the county with two tea-
chers in each,

However, the raport also states

. that four other schools had assistant

The first was started in Berlin in teacliers giving instruetion at the|

1765 by the Rev. Charles Tennent, |

£ pastor_of the Buckingham Presbyter-

an Chureh, and was called the Bur:k—
mgham Academy. This building was

destroyed by a wind storm in 1875.1

Academws Burned ;
‘%htmtly ‘thereafter a Boys’ Aca-
demy was built and a Girls’ Semmary
was established. Both of these build-
ings were dastroyed by fire in 1885,

“were then 'um&ed inf

: . This apparently was
unsuecessﬁnl for the Rev. John Cros-|
- dale opened a private school here in|

1848,
In 1852 the Newtown Female

. destroyed by fire in 1852 and never |

WS rebm!t

The third academy of record was

establrahed in Snow Hill. The First
- Annual Report of the State Supe
~ tendent of Publie Inst:rut-.non, i
year 1866, reports only one incorpor-
‘ a:‘red aamlamy in Worcester Ooum

use. Academyﬂ’
Tirsi Public Sehool

The firgt public school in &
Wil is sn’.pposed to have bheen b

i ﬁhmgle

about 1885]. Tts teacher was Miss _enroﬂments of 35 or more anﬁ

b

‘3 252, compared w;th 2,934 in 1866.

fi‘ﬁzﬂme‘d by the Episcopal b
and 155 teachers.

- reported to have outbmldm s; 85 pe
School was erected. However, it was| : e

Wal trammg was offered in two schools

« éecon(l Group”” high schools having # o

eighth and ninth grade levels. A to-f

tal of 333 students were enrolled in
 grades beyond the seventh. None were
reported beyond the tenth grade.

There was little change in the pro-
‘gram offered| except fthat¢ manual
gphool, Snow Hill. The total number
“of pupils enrolled ‘had increased to

Four-Tei *‘Basas
However, there were only 2,712 in
average attendance. Sehools’ stl]l were
operating on th

been introduced.

By 1914 there were onh 92 school
housea with a total of 155 elassrooms
All sehools were

‘vent liad sufficient hlacklma:ds, and
55 per cent had good furniture.
EnroUmenr for the four terms aver-

sged 3,151, There were now 453
Ehildren. in high school grades. Manu-

and eommercial programs had been
sd;a'rted in three high schools.

the 'bmldlngs were still one-room ;

Jamd cedtifieatation requirements _had

-

training had been instituted in one

compulsory. %e‘n ce had not yedre

ttendanse for the four ferms nvm‘=:

Au’:g& and debt service. 2

~ The State Board of Bdueation re-
’pmt for 1924 reveals mueh pmgress
in educntion thronghout the statm
Dad heen made.

Consllerabls state leglslation affect-
ing education in' {he counties had
heen enaeted. Stqte aid had Dbeen
Yo “the, inereased; seliool :i.Heuﬂance had been
made compulsorys provision had heen
made for supervision of instruetion;

*hnm: strengthened.

In 1924 Worcester Cuunt} h.u'l a
total of 78 sehools. Fifty-two of these
still were one-teachor buildings. How-

§

this amount was evpemled .for build-yge teachers’ salaries paid were as

Colored Blementary, $402;
High Sehool

follows:
| White Elementary, $892;
(\\1:1t0) $1,350.

A study nf fhe 1934 report of the
State  Board nf’ Fdueation reveals |
continued progress in Worcester Coun- k.
t-. in all of the areas mentioned earli-

e, Perhaps the most significant ad-j
vanee: was in the area nf 1|nplmm‘l
facilities . 3

1030 Buildings

Beginuing - ahout 1930 the ecounty
earried _out o vast school building
program  which  virtually provided |
completely new facilities for: the ans ;:ﬁf—

ever, when compared to the tota.l of

92 schodls 10 w:;w earlier, it is ap- ||

parent that cousolidation had begun.
Peal: Enroltnient, 1923

“The total enrollment of 5,496 ehil-

dren was the ]ughesh in the Ins‘tor;y

);11 children had Deen
,1‘2

3 ovest, school en-|

vollments  gradi dee:e'med after|

that year mlH]’.'l.- Tow of 3,601 wiis |

reached in 1943, f["nrn'llnuntq

year when
enrolled.

_iare increasing arram and should Tme}h 5 3
| Al county high sehools fnr white

L {the 1924 level bv 1960.

nrollment,

en attended school wgu}-n‘l_\
U:gh school  enrollments

students.

Five in First Group |

Of the six county high schools, five i
were classified in fhe Tirst Ganup4
and one was elassified fin the Third
Group by the state. Voeational agi-
culture and muosic Tad been added to
the seeondary sehoal ‘program  with
47 stndents enrdlled ‘in fhe former
and 231 in fhe tatter subjects.

By 19"’4 Wor ce'{ter ‘Count

he

L

It

tend-

. Sehopls (‘Immﬁrd
'Htgh schools “ by~ this time we

by the state. Worgegm
nty had two schools in the. “F

hers. Two sclmn!s were Imtatf‘ 18

. Sarah Bixby and the sehool had an |OF more teachers.

| enrollment of about 25 pupils.

Average salaries” of teachers had

Little information Goncernmg the nsTer. to $321 11, and the tota] etpen-

deva’topm&t of schools is available
~ from 1866 to the end of the 19th|

: mmtury. @Dntrul of the schools con—_

. finued mﬁ' the Miands of a Board’ of

f,::uol (ﬁg;nnsmoners, set up some- |
e

hefore that date. The exeentive |
dﬂieer waiea.lled the Schaol Exanmner
- 90@

{ent in the supervision of instruetion

m the \ﬂemc-n tary -ra]mo]s, Q lute
n;%v tenchers a 1\ ﬁ  per-

d reautar rccrfiﬁcﬂim wof “the

‘second il ‘thirll grades. ‘How-
omly 54 porraomt'h.ztl first prade
ta:ﬁm:bes whicl reqiiire] “two ‘years
B}legqe ‘fmmmg'beynnd liigh s¢hogl,

by
of the cmmh exeept for the prey ious i .
D f for fhe counfy had demoq‘wd to 4,811

A studlents as a result of the diminish-| "
{ing population of the county and the

now H

While the schools had fleir Targost !
attendance still was not il
our-term basis and [high. On the avernge, anly 3,092 ¢hil- {were three ]'lfﬂ‘ schools for colored

had “n-§

I‘;(IP.M((] to 639. Tt is to he noted there ||
still were no 111gh schiools ‘fm ‘colored (|

“twol

tire county, :
Queu new sehools were erec ted from E
fhe pl oceeds of 1 $30,000 bond issue.
i Naturnlly this increased the rate of
| consoTidation, By 1934, the number of
m-lmn!q Tiad heen redueed to 54,
While the total school enrollment

|

{ refluced Wirth rate, the high school
| envoTtment hiad increased to 961 stu- |

dents, compared with 639 students 10|
| years carlier.

“elillven then were rated as Fivst |
1 Group sehools hy the stite, and-there [

| stullents, one in the First Group and |
|'two ‘in the ‘Second Group. -
| “The total annual cost for (the
coperation «of sehools amounted ap-
proximiitely $200,000, or $45 per pu-

pil.

Lowest Eurollment, 1944

By 1944 fhe total sehool enrollment
had reached the lowest point since
1900, This faet, coupled with the
construction of three new sehools and
three additions during the preceding
10 years, made further eonsolidation
possible. The total number of schools
had Deen reduced to 31 by 1944,

A total of 3,717 r.']ulﬂrﬁn-a‘htcnﬂvfl
the publie schools in that _year, com-
pared fo 43&1 in 1934, However,
‘the high schiool enrollment. still show-
ed an inerease to a high of 1,037.

The country than was spending
abouf $300,000 a year to operate its
schools, This represented a cost of

| expendiitures for edueantion |

in 1925 émmmauo $UTH:22597. \Wor

about #8 per pupil.




1866 Report of Commissioners:
. Reveals Condition of Schools

The following report of the presi-
dent of the' Woreester Coul\:ty" School
Commissiomers, Samuel' K. Stewart, to
the State Buperintendent of Publie
Instruction, the Rev. L. Van Bokkelen,
reveals somewhat the condition of
the county s@liools in 1866 .and some
of the educafional problemss of that
time.

““We have &ept our seheols open
the entire year, so far as we could
provide teachers. But some .of the
schools were kepi open only @ frae-
tion of the term tfor which they were
reported and this occasions the.aver-
age cost to appear.small.

Scarcity of Teachers:

“To provide emmpetent teadhers
has flseen one of our jgreat diffieuliies,
while the condition of our .sc¢haol
houses and the aceommodation to ‘e
gecurefl for teachers in many of owr
County distriet, have net been such. as
to invite teachers from sibroad.

¢¢Some attention has salready been
given to preparing for the position
of “teacher, and. we hope ere. long
to “have a &upply " of teachers from
among our own people.

““We have some surplus funds from
our ineome of the past year, wiich we
inténd appropriating to huildisg and

has been dowe fowards the vepdirs
of sehool houses, 'but we hawe inot
received the plans and specifieafions
prepared by the State Board, in fime
to do anything as get ‘towards biild-
ing new ones.

f€Orders have been passed for huiii-
ing several; but from the cause here
mentioned, mno pregress has . bwen
made in earrying out ‘these ordens.|
Where I have reported, in the bal-
ance statement, so few -additional)

not that we do not meed many new

the ill adapted ‘ones we mow have.
Plan High Schools
¢“Our atetntion was, at first, con-
fined to the distriet sehooly, and to
getting them ‘in sneeessful eperation
for we felt there was too much fo do
in that particular braneh of vwr duty,

| to turn our attestion so early do the

wostablishment of High Schoels. But
w3 we advanced in our work, the ques-
tion: of High Schools came promment-
iy before us.

{  **Knowledge of our county; aund to
the disposition of our people in this
matter assured us, that no one High
Sehool established at any one plave

repairing sehool houses. Soméfling

it the «County would afferd the desir-

scliool houses needed, it is not that |
we: need the additienal mumber and| ‘““With

ones to supply the plaee ©f the old, ;"

ed advantage to all sections of the
County, and if parents were compell:
ed to senil théir eliildren from lome
fo educate fhom, they would more like
ly send them out of ‘ihe State ror
County, than send them fo the High
Sehool of “fhe Counby.

T view of ‘this, -we concluded to
establish, in the three centres of popu-
Iation (previded suitable ‘biildings
and  furnitwee were turiiishell hy ‘the
districts for thit purpos) sueh schools
as wonld affond all (the -allvantages of
- High Sehovl eftucifion tothose sev-
distriets.

Bexlin Aacepts
. proffer, -we -allver-

weral

sueh
[fisetl for propesils for Tigh Séhodls.
wlin accepted the ‘terms proposed
{amfi-we have established o Tligh ‘Sehool

| theve.

“eqinder our arrangement, -the Tigh
Behool is made to embrace the differ-
ent departments of Primary, Gram-
mar, and High Sehool. The priméipil
lias tire supervisiom of each of these
department. Tuition s furnished free
in them all, even in the laghest de
partment, and in the most advanced
studies zanght therein, -

¢Yn mry, previous’ repert, I sug-
gosted a change in the law, such
as would require a Iarger bend to
be given by the treasurer, when there

{ hond,
would  he -void.

“for dishursement,

‘be mueh better

| subjeet) dhat it woukl be hetter

wis a Inrge County school fund. This,
now, appedars the more important, as

onr ‘lawyers “have pronounced, {hat
under ‘the .existing “Taw, any

than that spetifidd by

Inrger
Janw,

T would further suggest o provi

. Sea R . |
gion  requiring  sthool commissioners |

o give hond for the fanitul appropri-
Lation of all
‘to them. ‘Tt offen occurs that large |

sehool fwnds entrusted
sums df money - ave: paid-over to them
and horge amount .
df hooks are in their hands. }
A&l For Bonding }

@ Frawould e well that there should !
be some secuiivy for the fdithful dis-
charge of this trust. Anwd it would
to make such

|

pro-
viesion now, when there are good and
faithful omen “in ‘those positisas, than
to aviirt future time, \\'h('nt
losses may have oecurred,

One other amenidment of the Taw
Tawoulil propose. Tt has been suggested |
to me by a County ‘Commissioner (and
the suggestion meets with the approv-
al of all T have hearil speak ow the |
to

for some

make the school tax sueh as -will
caver all expenses of the schogis, |
andl not to make one tax for -tue

support of the schools, and another
to pay the salaries of the Sechoth
Commissioners.””’

.

Education In 1866 Described In '

; Old Cornerstone Documents |
B\ Fairly compléte ipicture of the| and summer. Consequently thel|
educational smystem 'in Worcester | number of schools, teachers and !
County for the year.1866 is avail-| buildings wvaried throughout the
able as the.result.of an.interesting |year.
chain of events. | In 1866 the number of teachers
| When the first Newtown High|was about equally divided with re-|
i So'h.m)i (Pocomuke City) was erect- [ spect to sex; there were 2214 men |
ed in 1867 a number of interesting | and 249 women, !
documents were -enclased in the| The total cost for teachers sal-|
cornerstone. This building was raz- [ avies thal year was $11,502.29, or|
ed ‘a few yemrs after a new high | less than $250 per teacher. The |
' school was constructed in 1930 | total cost for education was $12,- |
“and the cornerstome documents he-| 758.50. This represented a cost ol'%
came availabie. [ 328041 per 'school, or $4:35 for|
Documents "Found reach pupil attending school.
Among them was a record of| One Academy !
the ‘individudls who sitthscribed the| "The report also indicated there|
il’l](ﬂlt’_V for the building; a copy of 'Was one academy with an enroll-!
. a newspaper-of that date, presum-| ment of 30 students and three pri—]
‘ ably the Newtown Record, giving| vate schools with an enrollment
an-account of a public local law au- | 0Ff 106 students, in addition to the |
thorizing the sale 6f the new high public schools. \
school; and “perhaps most reveal-{ ~The following table showing the |
ing, a copy of the “First "Annual Fiumber of pupils studying the var-
‘Report of the State Superintendent |['tous subjects -not only reveals ‘a
of "Public TInstructioi” "for. the|plcture of the curriculum but also 1
schoodl ‘year ending June 38, ' 1866.; indicates that very few students
"From this repoit it is learned| Were taking work at the high
that 'in ‘1866 "Worcester County | $chool Tevel.

|
i

{had an average of ‘2514 ‘sehonls in| “Subject “No. of Pupils
| operation. ‘Since' there was-only an [Spelling ... ....... ... ... 1,566
raverage of '46% teachers report-| Reading ....o..... .. . _ 7 ‘1,216
ed virtudlly all schools must have | Writing ..o ... ... 919
" been one-room ' buildings. Arithmetwe TSR0 o0 SR 806
| ‘An average of ‘1606 children at-| Geography ........ ... .. ... . 467
|'tended-alk of the stheols and there | Grammar eeee.. 304
‘was a ‘total atterdance of 2,034 |History ..... ... ... .. _ . 134
[‘differeﬁt students. Bookkeepmig .......0.. ... 0. 12
| “The sc¢hodls operatéd on-a‘four- | Adgebra ... . .. 28|
| term "basis — fali,-winter, spring! Philosophy ... . .. ... . 43
; T [ BotanyE —m =R e S 12
i‘ Geometiws « s Mok WL v 03" 2
Flating =8 el ondd A 85 st
e T e R S, e 3'

Chemistry

64 Schools Then
Worcester County had 64 school|
buildings wvalued at=$12,800 includ-
ing equipment, in 1866, Of these, 62
were of frame construction and one
was built of logs. sAll vwere one-
reom buildings with thhe cexeeption
of (three.
"The schools then were under the
confrol of six Schedl Commission-
ers: Samuel K. Stewart, president,
Berlin; Shyles C. Seithreeze, -Salis-
bury (then part f ~Woreester
County); Samuel &, ‘MeéMaster
Newtown (Pocomoke ity )); 'IJ'V:
ing Spence, Snow Hil; "Benjamiin
S. Bheppard, Shepparll’s ‘Cross-
Roads; and G, W, Covington, sec- .
| retavy cand treasurer, Siow: HilL |

e —— el

Who'’s Who In
Worcester Co. History

of Education Progress
Members of the Board of Edu-

the turn of the century are listed
below.

A. C. Riley and E. W. McMaster
served until 1900, and Laban T.
Quillin until 1904. Dates they be-
gan service are not available.

Board Members

Lemuel W. Onley, 1900 to 1916;
| Zadok Powell, 1900 to 1924; James
H. Vincent, 1904 to 1927; John W.
Humphreys, 1916 to 1922; Franklin
Upshur, 1922 to 1939; Dr. John L.
Riley, 1924 to 1935;

cation in Worcester County since!

Veasey, 1927 to 1931; Dr. Norman
K. Sartorius, 1931 to 1937 and 1943
to 1Y45; Frank B. Scarborough,
1935 to 1941; Mrs. Aimee Wil-
son Dixon, 1937 to 1943; John W.
Burbage, Jr., 1939 to 1944; Harvey
C. Pusey, 1941 to 1944; John B.
Lynch, 1944 to 1951; Harris S./|
Corddry, 1944 to 1953; Edward W.|
Ham, 1ly4d to 1949; Raymond C.|
Dryden, 1949 to present; Klton \N,'
Parsons 19561 to present; and Clay-
ton J. Scarborough, 1953 to pres-|
ent. |
Superintendents

E. W. McMaster served as School

Examiner from 1900 to 1904, when |

Milton L. |

the name of the office was changed
to County Superintendent ot
| Schools. He served as “superinten- |
L dent” until 1922. !

Other county superintendents in- |
| clude Arthur C. Humphreys, 1922
S vo 1945; William S. Sartorius, 1945
{ to 1948; and Paul D. Cooper, 1949 |
| to the present. :

Instruction Supervisors

Supervisors of Instruction in-
clude Mary B. Pusey, 1917 to 1925;
Elizabeth A. Mundy, 1925 to 1944;
Margaret L. Engle, 1944 to 1948;

Mary A. Warren, 1948 to 1951; ]
William L. Klingaman, 1949 to
1951; Robert H. I'raser, 1951 to

' 1952; Paul S. Hyde, 1951 to pres-
ent; Alfred S. Hancock, 1952 to
present and Myrtle L. Vick 1954
| to plresent.

| Colored supervisors of instruc-|
tion have included Stephen Long,
1914 to 1921; Edward J. Henry,
1921 to 1932; William E. Henry,
1932 to 1942; and Annie B. Down-

School Workers

ing, 1947 to present,

Supervisors of Pupil Personnel
| include Mary A. Townsend, 1916 to
1919; Lucy Stagg Pilchard, 1919
j»to 1954; Wilbur A. Jones, 1954
to present.

Benjamin W. Nelson has served |
' as Supervisor of Maintenance and !
Transportation since 1952.

Clerks during the last 50 years |
include Annie M. Staton, 1903 to |
1918; Mary P. Northam, 1918 to |
1922 and Elsie M. Dryden, 192z |
to the present. l

Assistant clerks are Elizabeth
Merritt Weichmann, 1928 to 1950,
| and Pauline Smullen Bowen, 195C |
| to present, i




EW HIGH SCHOOLS — Three high schools were built in Worcester County in 1930, similar to the Snow Hill school pictured her other iwo schools were buaile
FPeromoke City and Berlin. The schools, which combine elemtntary and high school students, were built under a $300,000 contract which il il the eroc f t ei

2 G e

h.school and
) avas built .
s were |

OLD HIGH SCHOOL — Students in Pocomoke City attended the above combination hig
elementary school until the early 1930’s. The first Newtown High School (now Pocomoke Cit}

30 to make way for the new building several important documen

in 1867. When it was razed in 1
v a good picture of school life in the 1860’s.

found in the cornerstone preser af
TRoger Vincent.

E_iUILT IN 1930 — One of three schools built in 1930 in Worcester County, the above pictured Newark
Elementary School has three rooms. Two teachers handle the classes in this school. The other two built in

the samé year include a three-room school at Whaleyville, and a ‘five-room school at Bishopville.
—Photo Courtesy County Department of Education. |




STARTED AS STATE SCHOOL — The Ocean-City School (above) was built in 1918 by the State as a summer institute. Later It was turned
over to Worcester County for use as an elementary school. About a year ago the State gave the school to the county. The addition to the
original building (right) was built prior to this photograph, in the 1¢30 —Photo Courtesy County Department of Education,

-TO-DATE CLASSROOM — Ahove is a photo of a modern classroom found in the new Stephen Decatur
h School which opened las: ember. Total ccst of the school was about $1,680,000. It is located be-
i and Ocean Qity ang ser 1orth portion of Worcester County, '




SCHOOLS TODAY HAVE MORE THAN
4,800 ENROLLED IN THE COUNTY

.More than 4,800 children attend

the public elementary and secon-
dary schools of Worcester County
today. There are no private or
parochial schools.

These children receive a modern
program of education in 17 differ-
ent:schools, ranging in size from
two classrooms to 30 classrooms.

: They receive their instruction
from a staff of approximately 200
well-trained teachers, principals
and supervisers. The students are
transported to and from school by
a fleet of 60 school busses.

Administragion

The county schools are under the
control of a Board of Education
consisting of three members. Ap-
pointments to the Board are made
by the governor for six-year terms.

The present Board includes Ray-
mord C. Dryden, of Pocomoke
City, president, term expires 1955;
Elton W. Parsons, of Berlin, vice-
president, term expires 1957; and
Clayton J. Scarborough, of Girdle-
tree,’ term expires 1959. :

The Board of Education formu-
lates the policies under which the
schodls operate. The administra-
tion of the school system iz dele-
gated by the Board to a profession-
al staff appointed by them.

The professional staff includes
Dr."Paul D. Cooper, county super-
intenident of schools; Paul S. Hyde,
director of " instruction; Alfred 8.
Hancock, Myrtle Lee Vick and Mrs.
Annie B. Downing, supervisors of
instruetion; ' Wilbur A. Jones, sup-

jamin W. Nelson, =npervisor of ®8t«capacity in the creative arts. l
E V. Nelson, =ny |
transportation and maintenance;, ; 1 i
Elsie M. Dryden and Mrvs. Pauline (‘dm.:uu unEe -
; 7 lerical s i The program in the high schools|
S. Bowen, clerieal staff. : Ers) et e
Each of ‘the 17 scheals 3s admin-| (grades 7-12) .continues e ‘t‘ %
istered by a principal. All schodls,|velopment of the fundamenta f
with L'hc: exception of two high' skills and understanding stressed
schools, also have local boards of|in the elementary grades but goes
; 5 1 1 ST - <t 3 v .
trustees who advise the principal’beyond this in giving students an
and the Board of Education w'it'.h:'f'PIWI'-tlmﬂ‘_\' do s!)e‘cmhu;. (;1 coz:
respect ‘to problems of individuall cen‘t.r'nte upon studies which mee
sehools | their particular needs.
RE S | . . .
Instruction is offered in thel
Sc¢hool Program | fields of danguage, _m'ts, m.athe-l
The Woreester ‘County ‘School | matics, social stt_uhes, s{‘.]en_ue.,-!
system provides 12 -years of ju-inms'h-, arts, physical ed'ucaf.l'nn.
ui;rumion organized on fthe hasisi’dﬂd health, ‘home economics, in-
s ¥ o : ‘ ; :

1 ' ‘hool | stnial arts, agr re, foreign
of a six-grade €lementary school | Unstrial arts, .‘c\QI}CU].t“H Tl Zn|
and a six-grade high schodl. While | languages :and business education.

7 ol : E : ; H R 2 YT D i
two kindergartens now are operat-| The:‘“’ Su}-’jk‘.{'t:ﬁ q.le- Olfl»l".l}mtlfl‘
ed in the schools on a tition basis, | 2round the fuﬂm\"l!lg curreula
no free public education is pro-| Which studerits may elect durmg
vided below the first grade or be- the ‘last ff’m‘ Tyears: . s A
vond the 12th g'rade Academic program —in prepara-
" The pru"ram-in the elementary | fion Tor higher education; ‘Gener-|
= e s T 2
school stresses mastery of ‘the Tun- al program — ?‘ihlf?ﬁlh pl;{a.cleu(?é)i
1 1 : p " &k < ( 3 =
damental skills of language ‘(vead- | on .?Z_L_mdamcrta ~ skills al S
ing, writing, spelling and speak- zenstiip meeds; Commercidl 7 [

trol, how ‘to 'live ‘and work'in a de-
mocracy, respect for ‘the -rights
of others, ant so on.

Children T the elemeritary grad-
es are helped ‘to understand ‘the
world around them through studies
in the fields of history, geography
and science. The élementary s¢hodl
also attempts ‘to give ‘each ¢hlld -an
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Home Economics — specializaiton |

‘in homemaking. |
“Teacher "Requiremertts

Teaéhers ‘in ‘the édlemenitury
schodls are required ‘to 'hav_e COmi-
pleted a ‘four-year course 1n ele-
mentary -ellucation 'leading to -a|
‘bachélor of science degree In a
college -approved for the prepara-

erv—isgz_-kﬁ-gjf; ‘pupil --personnel; Ben-

opportunity te develop to 'his full-

(Conitinued on Page T, Sect. D). |

| tion of elementary school teachers.
| High school teachers likewise
| are required to complete, a four-
| year course, but also are ‘required
| to have from 18 to 30 semester
| hours credit in each of their spee-
| ial subject fields.
{ The instructional staff in high
} schools includes qualified libar-
| ians and guidance counselors.

| Finance

! Funds for the support of the
Epulmc school system are derived
| primarily from state and county
fsourues, each providing approxi-
| mately half of the total cost,

. For the school year 1953-54 the
| total cost of operating Worcester
County Schools (exeluding capital
outlay) amounted to approximate-
ly $1,036,000. Of this amount the
state provided about $536,000 and
che county provided about $500,000.

County funds for school purpos-
es are secured from taxes levied

on real estate. For the current
r_vem-, 1954-55, the county levy for
all school purposes amounts to
$1.29 per $100 on a total assess-
ment of approximately $60,000,000,
County taxes for schools are ley-
ied by the Board of County Com-
missioners.

The cost.per pupil for operating
schools during the 1953-54 school
year amounted to $228.46,

School Construction

The County. has just completed
the first phase of a school con-

000. Two new high schools, each
with a capacity of 700 children,
have been completed in the last
two years. A new primary school
was completed six years ago.

All existing buildings have been
renovated and much new equip-
ment has been provided. At least
four new buildings or additions
must still be constructed at a cost
of about $2,000,000 to meet the
needs expected in the next five
years.

Maintenance and Transportation

The maintenance of school build-
ings and the -transportation of
children are under the supervision
of one member of the county staff.
The buildings are maintained by a
force of 27 custodians in the in-
dividual schools.

Of these 14 are on a full-time
basis and 13 are on a part-time
basis. Tn addition to the custodians
there is a central repair crew of
three men. All buildings are kept
in a good state of repairs.

The 60 school busses are in ex-
cellent condition. All but four of
them are less than 10 years old.
All are given thorough inspections
at least three times a year. All
defects are required to be correct-
ed immediatley.

All school busses, except one.
are owned and operated by private
contractors, However, all contrac- g
tors are under the continuous sup-
ervision of the Board of Educa-
tion. Each is required to pass a|.

struction program, involving an
expenditure of more than $2,250,-

physical examination annually.

Other Services
~ In addition to the regular school
program for  children, evening
classes are provided for adults in

'such fields as sewing, typing, art
i and music. Eleven such classes now
‘are being offered with a total of
150 adults enrolled.
Most of the larger sehools are
provided with cafeterias which are
| operated by the schools themselves.
| Ten of these schools participate in
| the National School Lunch Pro-
gram,
| In cooperation with the County
| Health Department, various health
services are provided for children.
Vigion and hearing are tested an-
‘nua]]_v. All beginning children are
| required to secure check-ups be-
fore entering school.
On-the-farm training for vet-
erans is provided under the sup-

_ervision of the Board of Education.






PROGRESS OF OF AREA SPEARHEADED BY AGRICULTURE

Poultry, Truck Farming, Canning Among Principle
Industries of Worcester County; Fishing Is Good!

Excellent Climate
Means Two Potato
Crops Each Year

Grewing Season 210 Days Long —
Furs Were Once Leading Product

Worcester is the second ranking
poultry-producing county in the en-
tire United States for the climate
is just as healthy for chickens as
it is for people!

Worcester County is good grow-
ing country. Crops do just as well
as folks and chicks. Because of
the tempering effect of the At-
lantic Ocean and Chesapeake Bay,
the growing season (average about
210 days is long enough with the
help of fertilizer in the sandy soil
to produce two crops of Irish po-
tatoes on the same land in one
season. That’s why the Pocomoke
area is both chicken and potato
country.

Many Truck Crops

Sweet potatoes, strawberries,
cherries, raspberries, melons, corn,
wheat, peas, beans and hay are
other important crops. And, there
are large peach and apple orch-
ards which account for the can-
neries and freezing plants. There
is always plenty to eat in our com-
munity. So much that we mill ouf
feed and grain and ship it with
our potatoes and chickens to oth-
er sections of the country.

Since early times Pocomoke City
has been the center of Eastern
Shore Maryland and Virginia
trade. Pocomoke was commercially
important as far back as the
close of the 17th century, when
the area was exporting 80 per-
cent of the furs sent from Mary-
land — the most valuable com-
modity of the day.

Streams Attract Many

Our streams still offer us food,
remuneration for our efforts and
sport. Hunting, fishing, crabbing
and trapping are carried on suc-
cessfully around Pocomoke, in fact,
natives are joined by many vis-
itors who find excellent hotel and
rooming house accommodations in
the city. Our rivers, bays and
creeks continue to abound with
fish of many species. The oyster

Iindustry, too, is extensive and im-
portant giving employment to
thousands. And Worcester County,
ocean front oysters are considered
superior to the less salty but still
luscious Chesapeake Bay oyster.
Along the waterways are many
steam mills for sawing, dressing
and manufacturing lumber, All this
augments the agricultural wealth
of the Pocomoke district.
0ld Industries Disappear

Today Pocomoke is a modern

city and the old industries are

No community can stand still —
there must be progress.

In Pocomoke City that progress
is recorded through the, growth of
@ prosperous poultry and farming
region surrounding- it.

ITumlluh of poultry raisers m this
area—the center of the hrmlm raising
country — supply many
plunts in this region where
are frozen, canned and otherw

Another leader in the industrial
growth of Pocomoke City is the Mason
Canning Company, regularly employ-
ing between 65 und 100 workers. The
R. I. Lednum is another canning
plant aiding in the growth of the
\if\' q

In total thtre re about 66 manufae-
turers in Worcester County, Broken
down, this figure represents 26 food
and kindred products, 24 Jumber and

ern Shore, stated in'May, 1949, that
Worcester, \ummsvi and Wicomico
counties are ‘‘more prosperous .
than ever before in their history, and
the foundation for that prosperity
rests largely upon the gigantic broil-
er industry.’’

The Delmarva Peninsula is enrich-
ed by about $1 0,000 a year by
{his industry. According to figures
in May by the Department of Agri-|

fered edible to the publie i

packaged forms,
Birds Eye Plant

Spearheading  the prosperity
industry of Pocomoke City
great Birds Eye chicken ])i()([‘\billﬂ'
plant whi¢h employs about 660 work-
ars on two and sometimes three shifts. the pnsh\.n de\ e]upmunt on the East-

gone. New industries such as bas-
ket and crate making factories are
established to fill a need. The cyp-
rus forests of the Pocomoke River,
still make wood available for many
things. Mainly, however, Worcester
County has developed because it
has capitalized upon its agricul-
tural possibilities.

As mentioned, vegetables grow
in abundance, and along the coun-
ty's 40 miles on ocean front are
fine pasture lands for stock as
well as hay of every variety for
winter feeding.

Our Future Seen Secure

Produce is shipped away, raw,
canned and frozen. This lucrative
business has long since replaced
the boat building, tanneries, shoe,
harness, hat, and cabinet making
industries, the blacksmith shops
and carriage factories that once
were the financial success of the
area. Yes, Pocomoke has kept
pace with time. It has helped it-
self and our great Nation. It has
helped fight and pay for all our
wars, and it is ready to do its
share in all emergencies, although
praying for peace.

ext;lu(ling furniture, seven
four apparel uand

lay and glass manufactur-

in his survey of

the area produced 187 nullwn

is recognized as one of the leading

hroiler-raising counties in the United

States, with its neighbor, Worceste
((mm\ Md., ranking second (]nmluv
rout 15,000,000 broilers in 1954)

\\uonmo (',‘mmt_\ fifth,  Somerset

14th and Caroline 16th. These coun-
ties were called the frue ‘‘Broiler
Belt,’? until the last few months when
southier states began to increase broil-
or production.

The tremendons growth of the
poultry industry began in the 1920’s.
It is estimated that in 1923 only about |
1,000 broilers were produced for ship-
ment. a year, and that number reach-
ed its peak during World War I1
when Dbroiler production hit a record
of 110 million.

Sinee the war production in this
area has stabilized at about 100 mil-
lion, or about one-third of the total
produced in the United Stales.

Agriculture is the basis for most

manufacturing in the area, from rais-
ing and the processing of chickens
and vegetables to the manufacture of

fertilizer.

Worcester County led all counties

i the vadoe of  farm prod sold,
acunrding to the 1945 census report
of the Department of Agriculture.
Soy  Beans Increase
Sinee  that time, it is noted by
Woreester County Agent R. T. Grant

s last year.
¢ prudtuh Broiler Belt i
two dwmuah and x]lu‘(l plmlnctq and| Sussex County in lower Dt'lﬂ\_\':'n'e

((,om.mued from Page 1, Sect. B)
the acrcage of soy beans and field
corn has inereased, while potatoes
decreased.

Reason for these changes in the
agrieultural pieture of th , Grant
sitid, is the trend toward in;g; Crops
that ineur less finaneial risk and less
Inbor, Then too, changes are resulting
from the great expansion of the pro-
duction of broilers.

The 1945 census showed a total of
ll,-iH'l farms in this county had a gross
meome  of  $14,598,965, which was
9,086 per farm, X

Worcester County continues to lead
the State in the production of Irish
potatoes. However, the acreage has
continued to decrease, and in 1945

it was 28.6 per cent below the 1940

aereage.

To meet war-time needs the pro-
duction of soybeans was inereased by
fhree times. The 5,008 acres of sov

| beans produced 64,982 bushels of soy-

| beans for beans, most of whieh \w‘ru
used fortoil, \uth some heing: used in
livestock feed.

This crop continues to prove popu-
lar with area farmers. Ficld corn, an-
other inereasingly popular crop, also
is being raised in larger quantifies.

Truck Crops

Truck crops were increased during
the flve-year period from 1940 to
1945 by 90 per cent, with increases
reported for snap beans,  cabbage
and tomatoes, but decrcases for sweet
corn and peas.

Worcester County is rated highly
by the U. S, Census Bureau’s 1947

!
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Average Farm Is 131
| Acres; Tax Rate Is Low

Employment in area is good and few people
apply for relief — Gov’t. is economically
administered . . . other data ...

Worcester County topped the entire State in both per capita retail
sales and in the value of farm products per farm, and stood well economically
in many other categories according to statistics released by the Universi

of Maryland in 1934,

The report compiled by the University's Bureau of Governmental
Research revealed that vetail sales in Worcester per capita were $1,689.

Somerset with a figure of $1,111 stood sixth among Maryland’s 23 counties.

and Baltimore City.

Retail sales in Worcester totalled $39,088,000 for the year 1952 whiclu

are the latest figures available. Somerset sales-amounted to $23,045,000.

Highest Farm Valucs

The value of farm produets per

farm in Worcester was $10,296 whicl’

d all eounties by a wide margin. In second place was Kent county with

7,779 figure per farm. Wicomoeo
7,230. Somerset stood eighth in the §

| Despite its income record, farm

| land in = Worcester, based on ess-

! ments, was worth just $65 an acre, the
low: price in the State except for
the $46 per acre figure shown for Gar-
rett Clounty in far Western Mar;
land, Somerset uassessments show land
to he worth $82 an acre compared to
a figure of $111 in Wicomieo County.

was third with a per farm value of
ate with a value of $6.663.

The average Somerset farm is as
sessed for $9,051 compared to a %8,-
454 figure for Worcester.
County Farms Are Large

The average Worcester farm con-
sists of 131 aeres, which places the
average seventh among the counties
of the State. Somerset farms average
20 acres smaller. Kent has the largest
farms weres, Worcester has 1
000 of its 309,000 acres in farm land,
or 58.9 percent of all land is used
for agrienltural purposes. In Som-
set 102,000 of 212, acres is in
farm land, or 48.1 percent of the to-

Breaking down the value of Wor-
cester’s farm produets it is found
that the county ranks number one
in Maryland for the value of poultry
which at the time of the report had
a value of $10,686,000. Livestock in
the county was valued at 3
da
at $2, Wi stood seconl
and Somerset fourth in ue of poul-
try. In hetween was Caroline.

14 Persons Per Spuare Mile

Based on 1950 censug figures Wor-

with a population of 23,148." Ther
were 48 persons per square mile in
Worcester. Of the total populafion
30.7 percent or 7,100 persons were
non-white. Only three counties, Cal-
vert in Southern Maryland, Somersef
and Charles, on the other side of the
Chesapeake Bay have a greater per-
centage of colored citizens. Somersef
pereentage is 85.3 percent based on
the figure of 29 mnonwhite. The

| farm population in Worcester in 19

he Somerset figure w

The average Woreester countian

oy

has had 7.7 years of formal educi-
| tion which is helow the state average

|
|

of 8.9 years, Somerset has the
record. Montgomery county with
average of 12.6 years leads the S

The survey wias made of re
over 25 years of age.

The average family income in “711'—
cester wis ,016 which is far below
the State erage of $3,266, These
fiures, however, are for the year 1f
Somerset median family income
$1,719. Only 9.4 percent of the Wor-
cester population reported incomes
in sess of $5,000 while 51.9 percent
said they made less than ) per
vear. Somerset ords reveal 5.1 pe
cent having incomes greater thy
$5,000, and 58.9 percent with annual
incomes under $2.000.00.

State income itax figures for 19:
reveal that Worcester countians p:
$108,547 in individual incom taxes
and $40,531 corporation taxes. Som-
erset. figures were $59,166 in personal
tax and $12,014 in corporation
taxes. 3

$2,107 Average Salary

Average salari iid by industries
in Worcester w, 107 with an aver-
age of 4,9 ersons heing eml‘pj\"of{
monthly. The 1953 payroll in this
category amounted to  $10,525,000,
The Somerset average salary paid in-
dustrial workers was $1,762 and 3,144
persons were employed for a total
payroll of 1,000. For manufue-
turing employment Somerset had an
average s $1,989 eompared
to $1,919 for Worcester but more
people were employed in Worcester,
namely 2,252 compared to 1,402 in
Somerset. Total wages paid- to workers
> manufacturers: Worcest

2,000, Somer 788,000,
¢ deposits in Worcester in 1032
totalled $19,887,000 or §
ita. which placed the county
the entire State per individual
3ank deposits in  Somerset w
,053,000 or $533 per capita.
Low Tax Rate
The total assessed value of
y in Wor
! 35,000 which p
county 14t¢h in the
hth based on the per I $
| sessment of $2,003. Assessments in
Somerzet amounted to $20,185,000, or
)73 per capita. Total revenue from

taxes in Worcester amounted to $965
| 000 on a tax rate of which i

| the lowest in the State except for

Carvoll which has the same rate. The

| Somerset income w $720,000 from |
a tax rate of $1.65 for each $100 of|
assessment.

Government in Worcester cost $3
per person or $724,000, Tn Somersef
the cost per citizen for government
wi s » an dthe total bhill was $463,-
1 000. Worcester has a public debt of
| $1,330,000 which amounts to an obli-
gation of $57 for each citizen. Ench
Somerset resident owes $40 toward

 the county debt of $838,000, or did
. 2t the time the report was prepared.

Worcester had wholesale sales in
1948 amounting to $7,466,000 Dbut
Some did hetter with sales of
$9,034,000,

Little Unemployment

In 0 the total ecivilian labor
force figure was 10,138 of which all
hut 3.3 perecent were employed. Som-
crset at the same’ time had available|
labor amounting to 6.9 percent of
those available. Of the Worcester
labor force were employed in
manufacturing plants, and 2,719 in
agriculture, which memns that 26.8
percent of the county’s wage earn-
ers work on farms. Somerset has 1,-
(i persons working on farms and|
1,612 in manufacturing plants. i

Other classifications of employment
show the following figures: Public
administration, Worcester, 239. Som-

erset 157; construction, Worcester,
630, Somerset, 420; transportation,
communication and public utilities,
Worcester, 340, Somerset, 316; whole-
snle and retail, Worcester 1,666,
Somerset 1,783; business and person-
al services, Worcester 618, Somerset,
2 ‘orestry and fisheries, Worces-
ter 220, Somerset 818; professional,
Worcester : Somerset 371 and real
estate and finance, Worcester 197,
Somerset 92,
Few People Ask Aid

[For the fiseal year 1953 the average
number of persons receiving one nr|
more unemployment checks per month
was 175 in- Woreester showing there
wis little unemployment. Comparison,
Somerset had 1,46 persons receiving
checks. Only 3.5 percent of the 4,995
workers covered in'Worcester received
unemployment compensation. In Som-
erset the total amounted to 46.6 per-

| cent. Also in Somerset 16.3 percent of
those aided exhausted all ailable
henefits compared to only 2.5 percent
in Worcester county

In 1950 9,341 Woreester and 6,721
Somerset homes were found and chee
ed. In Worecester 74.3 percent, and in
Somerset 86.9 percent of all homes
were one family units, Seventeen per-
cent of the Worcester homes and 10.8
percent of the Somerset homes were
found to have been built since 1940.
Of these homes, 45.1 percent in Wor-
cester and 22.49% in Somerset had
hot running water, private toilet, bath
and were in good condition. Owners
oceupy 53.5 pereent of the Worcester
homes. In Some the percentage was
56.

Heating Units Needed

In Worcester 17.3 percent and in
Somerset 11.4 percent of the homes
lad central lieating which is a low
figure. A majority, 7 of the Wor-
eester county residenfs have mechanic-
al refrigerators, and 88.8 percent
have radios. In Somerset the totals
are: refri tors 55.1 percent and
radios 90.5 percent.

There is one pleasure automobile
registered for every 3.77 residents of
Worcester, the total being 6,136. In
addition 80 commercial vehieles
are dwned by Worcester countians.

were 4,072 pleasure ears and
commercial vehicles in Somerset

sments Very Low

A check of publie assistance expen-
ditures show the following: Old age |
i nce, Worcester $01,764, Somer- |
set $89,47G; aid to dependent 1'|li]l|‘t
ren, g er £24.620, Somers £1,- i
321; assistance to needy Dblind, Wor-
cester Somerset, 4915 aid
to permanently and totally disabled,
Worcester $16,654, Somerset $11,484,
and general public as Wor-
cester $4, and Somerset $7,426.

The report that based on esti-
mates by the Marylands Association
of Assessing Officers the ments
recorded in Worcester and Somerset
counties show only 27 percent of the
true value of the property.

Only Charles County in Southern
Maryland has lower assessments the
report said. In some areas a ments
run up to 60 pereent of the value of
the property
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WILLIAM STEVENS WAS THE GREATMAN OF EARLY POCOMOKE
AS WELL AS HIGH RANKING OFFICIAL FOR LORD BALTO.

| . Af course, Pocomoke City was once known as Stevens’
' Ferry, but. it was a different Stevens, and of no relation to
| the ferry boat operator, who first made a name for himself,
and became the greatest benefactor, wisest administrator
found in this area in its early history.

| Peace in Somerset County, an
| divided into five “hundreds.”

Named First Delegate

In 1669 Stevens was the first
man sent to St. Mary’s City to
| represent the Pocomoke area in
the General Assembly. From his
|| appearance in Maryland until his
| death Stevens was a champion of
religious freedom, and helped each
faith to organize and worship as
they saw fit. Stevens himself be-
longed to the Church of England,
| but he never forced ‘his religious
. beliefs on others.
| By 1672 Stevens was presiding
| magistrate ofthe County’s six man
| court half of whom were Church
;’ of England men, and half Quakers.
{ The Grand jury of that date includ-
| ed six Church of England men, a

| Presbyterian as foreman, and three

lQualcm-s with 10 other members
| unidentified.
| Home Was A Haven

Pocomoke, lived at “Rehoboth’” on
{ the Pocomoke River in Pocomoke
| “Hundred.” The biblical signifi-
| cance for “Rehoboth” is “room for
' all” and Stevens kept that kind of
{a home. Ministers of all faiths
{ lived with him upon arrival in the
| community, and until they had lo-
| cated permanently. His home was
2 mile northeast of the towmn of
Rehoboth.

In August, 1665, existing records mention the name of
William Stevens for the first time and there is bare reference
to him then, just that he lived on the Pocomoke River. On
| September 6, 1666, he took oath as chief Commissioner of

| cester and Wicomico counties. At that time the County was

Stevens, although listed as of|

Though a Church of England man he fought
for all religions and freedom of worship. He

held many offices and brought distinction to
Shore.

; The name Stevens is almost the most important one to
'be found in early Eastern Shore, Maryland, history.

area which now includes Wor-

Stevens, although an Anglican,
was the friend and trusted official
of the Roman Catholic Proprietor

of Maryland. Tolerant to all, he
was known to fellow countians as]
the “Churchman.” He aided a3l
religions groups in the area with-|
out partiality and finally signed
a petition supporting Lord Balti-
more when local Protestant ,‘_’,'}‘OI.I]}S‘
.questioned his administration of

|
the Province. |

Helped Area Grow
No Marylander appears to have
been more deply interested in and

of the Pocomoke area than Stev-|
ens who rose to Colonel and com-
manded the militia of the area. Ie |
I proved a genius at community |
building and although he became !
wealthy due to his business abil-
ity his chief aim seemed to be his!
desire to serve the public. He was |
called upon to occupy every pnsi-i
tion of trust and honor in the
area. He was trusted by all class-.
es in the population. He eventual-
ly became a member of the Lord
Proprietor of the Province, an
official family member of the
Council, and a deputy Governor.

“A staunch Church of England
man, Stevens was tolerant and
sympathetic to all and it was his
' voice and influence that brought
the first Presbyterian minister
to the Eastern Shore. He sent a
| plea to England in 1680 for a
“‘gndly minister” for the Presby-
terians. In less than two ~ years
a -man who was to bhecome the
. great spiritual leader, the Rev.
| Francis Makemie had arrived in
Lanswer to Stevens’ call.

=

concerned about the development |

I

Put Makemie Up

In telling Stevens that a minis-
ter was to be sent the church ad-
dressed him as “Colonel Stevens
from Maryland beside Virginia.”
Upon arrival in the spring of 1683
Makemie, then a young man of 25
lived with Col. Stevens and his
family along the Pocomoke River.
Typical of a minister’s work in
those days Makemie went from
door to door. He had no pulpit.
Five years after his arrival Ma-
kemie settled in his residence at
Matchatank (Temperanceville) in
Accomack County, Va., where he
remained until his death in 1708.

There is no limit to the achieve-
ments of the man Stevens. He al-
so became Judge Stevens. Although
he was not among the very earl-
iest settlers he was for 22 years
the first citizen of the Pocomoke
River and Somerset county area.
Unfortunately his family line died
with him for he and his wife
Elizabeth had no children. Eliza-
beth, however, remained an impor-
tant figure long after her hus-
band’s death, particularly after

e ——_———— —

she married Colonel George Lay-
field in 1697. Layfield became his
Majesty’s Collector of 'Customs for
the Pocomoke Distriet. He also
was a notary and a member of the
first vestry of Coventry Parish
upon the organization of the Es-
tablished Church in the Province
of Maryland.
The Pocomoke Ferryman

Another Stevens — totally un-
related to Col. William Stevens——
is first mentioned through refer
ence to the Presbyterian Meeting
houses which was on his tract of
land. This Edward Stevens was
one of three brothers, the other
two being William and John. They
were termed planters. Edward
Stevens had a son bearing his
name who in December, 1695, ten
yvears after his father’s death, was
named by the court to be ferry-
man at Pocomoké River. In 1697
he was keeper of what then was
called “Pocomoke Ferry.” Stevens
lived on his land until his death
in 1759 and his son, John Stevens,
inherited the plantation with the
ferry thereon.

light bulb.

THE LATE J. FRANK VINCENT, one of the pioneer t
graph operators on the 'Shore, is shown h
postal telegraph office in Pocomoke City. _ pot-|
bellied stove, seen in many homes, qnd busmesseg untii the |
past 25 years or so, the wire partition and the b}g_, shaded |
—Photo courtesy Roger Vincent.
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ere in the old“
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Seventeen Men Have

To Pocomoke City; Dr. Costen, First

| FIRST MAYOR—Dr. L. T. Costen,

above, was the first eleeted mayvor
of Pocomoke City, chosen to take
office in 1888. He served two terms
being re-elected in 1890. Subse-
| quently, in 1908 and 1910, Dr. Cos-

ten was re-elected to third and|

fourth terms as the city’s leader:
—Photo Courtesy the Misses Cos-|
' ten,

Served As Mayor

The first mayor of Pocomoke
City was elected with a literal

T. Costen was chosen immediately
the office.

parently were lost in the fire of
1894, but the memory of Dr. Cos-
ten’s daughter, Miss Ollie Costen,
serves wel lto reconstruct that elec-
tion.

Miss Costen recalls that her
father, a noted Democrat in- this
city, won the race against Char-
les 0. Melvin, Republican, with:
the help of a community that was
primarily Democratic in its polit-{
ieal thought. !

Cannons Fired

When vresults of the election
were announced, Miss Costen said,
the town cannon, a Civil War rel-
ic, was fired. She remembers also
that the cannon backfired once,
| shattering with buckshot the face
of the boy who pulled the trig-
ger. :

Dr. Costen was re-elected to the
city’s highest office in 1890, accord-
|ing to vecords available. Later
from 1908 to 1912, he again served
in his third and fourth terms as
| mayor.

Although wwe've scoured all of-
ficial records in Pocomoke City and
in the Worcester County court
| house, no record of the mayor
i elected in 1892 can be found. Suc-
' ceeding mayors, however, have
| been listed by Miss Mildred School-

| field, City Clerk.
5 The list reads as follows: Wil-
iham Dale, May 6, 1895-May 1,

| 1896; William F. King, May 1,

{ 1896-May 1, 1898; Riley M. Stev-
| enson, May 1, 1898-September 2,
' 1901 (resioned).

Tull In Nine Terms
] James Tull, September 2, 1901
to “\’Lzyl 1908; Dr. Costen, May

1, 1908-May 1,1912; Mr. TulT. May
1, 1912-May 1, 1916; Edward M.
Ross, May 1, 1916-August 5, 1918

(resigned).

Mr. Tull, August 5, 1918-June
23, 1924 (died June:® 17, 1924);{
| William E. Hall, June 23, 1924-|
May 1, 1932; R. V. Gladding, May |
1, 1932-May 1, 1936; E. W. Ro:s.,
VI'W 1, 1936-May 1, 1942.

. James T. \To(,k Mav I 1‘]4’)-
Septembez 14, 1945
Norris M. Young, Sq)tunbel 14|
| 1945-May 1, IQ4G Clayton F. Lam-
| bertson, May 1, 1946-May 1, 1948.
|  Tred U. Hen(lerson, May ‘1,
1 1948-July 19, 1949 (resigned);|

!GeOI'ge S. Matthews, Jr., July 19,]
1949-May 1, 1954

Mayvor Daniel W. Shaw, Jr,
present mayor of Pocomoke City,
was elected to office on May 1,
1954, and will be eligible for re-
election in the spring of 1956,
ITe is the 17th man Lo hold this

office.

“pang” back in 1888, when Dr. I.|!
following a provision by law for |

Records of the first election ap- i

LONG-TIME MAYOR — E. James
‘Tull, distinguished citizen of Poco-
moke City served as its mayor
from 1901 until his death in 1924
with the exception of three terms.
He also was superintendent of the
Sunday School at Salem Methodist
Episcopal Church for 40 years.
—Photo Courtesy Mrs. Jane Han-
cock.

OWNEL NEWSPAPER — C. O.
Melvin (above) was one of the
~owners of the Ledger-Enterpr:se‘
when the Peninsula Ledger and|
Enterprise, forerunners of thm
Worcester Democrat, were merged |
in the late 1890’s. Melvin, with!
Alonzo Tull and Emerson Polk
operated the combined paper until
1915. He formerly had intreests in
the Record and Gazette, an earlier
newspaper of Pocomoke City. —
Photo Courtesy I. R. Melvin.

Tull Lived Full Life :
s A Shipbuilder and Mayor

K. James Tull, who served Poco-
moke City as mayor for a total of
17 years, was born January, 1851,
and died in June 1924, at the age
of 73.

He was a self-made man who
won the rvespect and admiration
of the townspeople he served for
s0 many years. His death occurred
following a seige of pneumonia.

Born In Somerset

His birthplace was in Somerset
County and his parents wera John
(.. and Jane F. Tull. His meager
formal education was received in
public schools.

Mr. Tull moved to Pocomoke
City when it still bore the name
New Town, and entered the employ
of William J. S. Clarke, a local
shipbuilder.

He worked hard at his trade and
at the time of his 'death he was
owner and proprietor of the ship
vard "he had entered 45 years
hefore as an apprentice.

The- Tull shipyard turned out
all sorts of craft from the batbeau
to the steamer, the pleasure yuitht
and the many-masted sailing’ ves-
sel. Mr. Tull’'s work was noted for
its staunchness, beauty and thor-
oughness, and the industry pained
for Pocomoke City a creditable

[

| place in the shipbuilding world.

A life-long member of the Meth-

|| odist Episcopal Church, Mr. Tull _
served for 42 years as sup@rin- |

tendent to the Sunday School.
‘During his active life in Poco-
moke City, the mayor saw his
town pass through many changes.
He watched the city improve its
streets and water system, its light-
ing and railroads. He was mayor
of the city in 1922 when the great
| fire occurred, :and was a oitizen
{ here during the other three city
[ fires. -
He al%o was an early member of
| Pocomoke Lodge No. 96, Knights
| of Pythias and Crescent Lodge No.

178, A. . & A, M,

Mayor Tull's death wasg meurn-
| ed by the entire city with the flags
brought to half-mast and the City
| Hall draped in black. Business was
| suspended for one hour during
: funeral services, and organizabions

| attended the funeral in a body.

This remarkable man- served as
mayor from 1901 until his death
in 1924, with the exception of
three terms.




DR. CLARKE EDITOR
1922 TO 1953

Dr. Edward J. Clarke, an edu-
cator well-known throughout Mary-
land, was owner and publisher o.t'
the Worcester Democrat for
vears,
hant career
92

Dr. Clarke really had two ca-
reers — prior to taking over the
newspaper in 1922, he was a pro-
fessor of English and history.

Son of Pioneers

This Editor, famous in this
area for his homey opinions stat-
ed in his weekly “Chirps” column,
was born in Poecomoke City in 1860,
the son of pioneer residents of
the town.

He attended public schools in
his native community while liv-
ing with the Rev. John Wesley
Pierson, pastor of the Methodist
Church, with whom he made his

in 19563 at the age o

home following his father’s death |

in 18686.
The publisher was graduated
from the high school in 1873 but,
because of his age — just 13 —
he attended another year of high
school in Wilmington, Del., where
his foster father had taken charge
of another church.
St. John’s Student
Clarke entered St.

Dr. John’s

College at Annapolis, and received
degree. in |
con—‘

his Bachelor of Arts
1881. Later his Alma Mater
ferred on him a Master’s, and sub- |
sequently, a Doctor of Literature
degree. y

Following his graduation Dr.
Clark tawght school in Worcester
County, Md., and Accomack Coun-
ty, Va. It was in 1887 that he
went to Washington College, Ches-
tertoewn, Md., as English instruc-
tor. He remained there 30 years
and was head of the English de-
partment from 1889 to 1918. One
of his students during those years
was Federal Judge T. Alan Golds-
borough, of whom Dr. Clarke was
very fond.

At Washington College Dr.
Clarke also taught history. He was
at the college from 1887 to 1918,
served as a member of the college’s
Visitors and Governor’s Board
from 1918 to 1920, and was super-
intendent of the Kent County pub-
lic schools from 1918 to 1922.

Takes Over Paper

Dr. Clarke returned to Poco-
moke City in 1922 to take over
the Worcester Democrat as pub-
lisher-editor. From that time unm-
til his death the newspaper grew
and flourished under his expert
guidance.

Evidence of the success of his
life as an educator was developed
in 1941 when a tablet in a hall of
Washington College, was dedicat-
ed to Dr. Clarke, marking his
“Jong‘, Taithiful an dvaluable serv-
ice as an educator, executive, edi-
tor and publisher. The tablet was
erected by his former students.

In addition to his two full-time
careers, Dr. Clarke found time to
serve in community and fraternal
organizations. He was a member
and senior warden of St. Mary the
Virgin Episcopal Church; a past
master of the Masonic Lodge, in
which he had taken the Royal Arch
degrees; and a past president of
the Rotary Club.

until  death ended a hnl |fmp his death inkbE

Dr. Clarke died on February 18,
1953, after an illness of a few
days, just 15 days after the., death
of his wife, Mrs. Bevrtha 'Lloyd
Clarke. He was 9% when he died.

Spring In His Heart

One tripute made shortlv be-
epk “The
Free State of \IatvLmd # savs of
Dr. Clarke, “Though <the snows
of winter are on hig" head, the
flowers of spring are in his heart.’
And those who knew him, either
personally or through his widely-
read “Chirps” can’t refute that
thought.

WORCESTE

R CLAIMS

NOTABLE OFFICIALS

Worcester County and the im-
mediate surrounding area has had
many well-known sons who have
been active in the governments of

their country and their state. Otll-f

ers were pioneers in the develop-
ment of their communities.

The Rev. Francis Makemie
(1658-1708) was about the first of
the famous men here, and is con-
sidered the first Presbyterian |
minister - missionary in America,
He sueceeded in establishing:
permanent church, considered the |
oldest Presbyterian church in the
country, at- Rehoboth.

One ofthe leading families on the
Bastern Shore, the Dennises of
‘Bever has contributed several|
members to the ranks of
ment posts. John Denn s a
Representative in the United Sml-
es Congress from 1797 to 1805;
Littleton Purnell Dennis was a
Representative from  1833- 834
George Robertson Dennis,
States Senator, state e
and president of the Delmar -|
Crisfield Railroad: and Judge Sam- |
uel K. Dennis, lawyer and cirenit
court judge. |

One Governon \

Stephen  Deecatur  (1779- 1820),
naval hero, also

Worcester (‘ountv |

e was horn near Berlin although
he was not a resident after he ac-
chieved fame. |

John Walter Smith (184"-]‘)-.1)
was perhans one of the most aca
of Woree » County native
both stafe and national |
ents, He rved in the
righest post, that of Gov-
argorfefor four vears, from 1900 |
AR Smith also w nresident
o ”v‘\ State S 1894, aftoer
-whirh ha served as a Revrvesenta-

ator |

tive
SOns  in

Antragy

ate In

United | ¥

tive to Congress from 1899
1900. After his term as governor
he was elected to the United
States Senate from 1908 to 1921,

Ephraim King Wilson (1821-
1891) also was a Member of Con-
gress and a United Statt §
tor and also served as
He was a native of
County

Woi
United St: Senators, John Sel-
by  Spence 1836-1840: Ephraim |
King Wilson, 1885-1891; and John
Walter Smith, 1908-1921,

Nine Representatives

The county has had nine Repre-
sentatives in Congress: John Den-
nis !""J’“ 1805; John %vllw S )on{_e”

5, 1831 -1833; Ephraim

I\me- Wilmn 1827-18: Littleton
Purnell Dennis, 1833-1834; Thomas
Ira Spence, 1843- John Rank-
IFranklin, Ephraim

Wilson, George
hington Covington, 1881-1885::
John Walter Smith, 1899-1900,

By way of cdomparison only on
other Tastern Shore county has
had more Representatives to Con-
oress than Woreester, Talhot Coun-
*v. has had 10 Representatives.
Worcester and  Dorchester e},
Queen Aune’s and Somerset 3. Ce-
i1 7. Wicomico and Kent 4, Caro-
'ine and Harford 3. b

ster County has had lhzeel

3 House Spealers
Men
Sneaker of / IMouse
of Delegates from Wmcmle] Coun-
ty were John R. Franklin, 1849;
Gpn;;e M. Upshur, 1888: and
Llovd Wl]}\msnn 1900.
Worcaster County also has had
two judees of the Court of Apveals
2f Maryland, John Done, 1812-1814
and Ara Spence, 1835-1851.

who




County Established In 1742

The first Pocomoke Church sit-
uated at Pocomoke Town, was not}
located, however, in Pocomoke City
but in Rehoboth. In those days
I there was no Worcester county.|
Our county was cut out of Somer-
set in 1742, and Snow Hill estab-

lished in 1686 is the. only 17th
century Somerset County town still
i existence. Of course, our coun-
ty seat hasn’t been affiliated with
Somerset for 218 years. Rehoboth," |
now a pleasant village, was a
thriving trading center during the
latter part of the 17th, and early
part ofthe 18th, centuries. In those
days, the town was better known
as Pocomoke Town than as Re-
hoboth Town. In 1708 the town of
Rehoboth was called “Pocomoke
Town called Rehoboth,” though
in 1671 William Stevens’ home was
spoken of as being in “Pocomoke.”
The house was situated on the Po-
comoke River, half a mile from
Rehoboth.
Area Of Old Churches
Pocomoke Church belonged to
the Church of England congrega-
tion (now Episcopal) and there
being a record of it in 1692, it must
have been the first church in the
area. The first church of Coventry
Parish (the second Church of Bng-
land church in the district) was
erected about 1695 —a bare ten
vears before the Presbyterians
erected their “New Meeting
House.” Some time before this,
however, the Presbyterians had
| worshipped in private homes, and
| quite conceivably also used the
Church of England’s log Pocomoke
Church as a place of worship.
Not long ago excavators found
in the town of Rehoboth the foun-
dation of the first Coventry Parish
showing that the church was' 50
feet long by 28 feet 2 inches wide.
In the early history of the area
the wordiChurch was used only in
connections with the Church of
England. All other denominations
(considered dissenters) met in
meeting houses.
Tebaceco Supported Churches
Somerset County, founded on
August 22, 1666, as the 8th coun-
ty of the province of Maryland,
was, of course, the mother county
of Worcester, and Coventry Par-
ish lay in both counties,

In 1774 the General Assembly of H
W/Ia]y]and passed an act empower-
ing the justices of Somerset afid
Worcester counties to levy on the
inhabitants  of Coventry Parish,

32,000 pounds of tobacco, to ba
used by the rector and vestry
to purchase two acres of land on
the east s1de of Pocomoke River, |
at or near Stevens Ferry, to bhe
nsed for erecuon of a chapel of
ease for the Parish, Advent of the
-RevolutionarugWar probably kopt
vne act from' being carried out.
Instead the tobacco was used to
build Rehoboth Chureh.

Another act of 1774 ordered a
levy of 45,000 pounds of tobacco !
which was used by Worcester .
County officials to erect a Chapel
of Ease in All Hallow’s Parish,
the present church of the Holy
Cross at Stockton.

While the Presbyterian Church’s
first disciple in Maryland was
Ninian Beall of Southern Mary-
land, it was on the Eastern Shore
that Presbyterianism in America
was really organized, and the

focal point from which it expand-
ed. The Rev. Francis Makemie, the
greatest divine of all early Pres-
byterians in the New World, made
his first headquarters at Reho-
both. It was from there, with
Makemie as the inspiration, that
the church, and its gospel, spread |-
far and wide for the good of
humanity. Rehoboth Town on Po-
comoke River had the first house
of worshin of the Preshyterian

+Shore

HISTORY OF FAITH
AND MEETING PLACES

(Continued from Page 1—Sect. D)
#0ld Meeting House: Here

The Presbyterians had a “meet-
ing house” in Makemie’s days on
the site of our Pocomoke City of
today.  This church, as we would
now call it, was located on the
“south® side of Pocomoke near
the ferry.” Services with John
Clements, as minister were held
there in 1718.

-The Presbyterian “Meeting
House Near Mrs. Edgar’s” was
situated on the north.side of the
Pocomoke River about a half mile

| above présent day Pocomoke City,

which of course, is on the south
side of the river. Clements Church,
the eminent historian, Clayton Tor-
rence tells us, could have succeed-
ed the one known as the “Meeting
House Near Mrs: Edgar’s.” L. Paul
Ewell, well known Pocomoke City
barrister, and himself an author-
ity on old Pocomoke, feels that
“0ld Meetmg House” stood on
land which in 1935 was occupied
by the Parker House.

. People Lived In Peace

' Maryland became a religious
sanctuary soon after its-founding,
but in mo' section of the State can
greater - tolerance be found than
on he Eastern Shore. In the
Pocomoke: area a liberal spmt
pxevm]ed desp:te the exalted posi-
tion .of ‘the Church of England
group: Fortunately the Anghcans

! were not persecutors, though in

1692 after the Protestant Revolu-
tion. in England, Maryland got
its first -Royal Governor (Lord
Daltimore wasg ousted) and the
Church’ of England became the
Established Church by the first
order of Governor Ljonel Copley.

Parishes were set up and vest-
rymen elected. These men were
duty bound to exercise every care
in the protection of the Church’s
interests, and to prevent erection
of meeting houses by dissenters
near church buildings. ‘However,
on the Eastern Shore the order was!
not taken too seriously and all re-
ligions prospered and grew.

The Pocomoke area had been
founded and settled: by Church of
England men, Quakers and Pres-
byterians. Yet they owed their right
to worship to the Catholic Propri-
etor, Lord Baltimore. No where
else in Colonial America could this
have happened. In 1682, an appre-
ciative Eastern Shore protestant
citizenry, defended Lord Baltimore
when Puritans in the Province
sought to overthrow his govern-
ment. Seven years later, in July
1689, Lord Baltimore was oblig-
ed to surrender his government,
though he was allowed certain in-
come from hig astates, At this time
all public officiala “save those who
were Papx%s were allowed &0
etay, in eﬂ'wa.” On the Eastern

ere - wore  few ' Catholics
a:;_:‘;theﬂ :

L

|
Wh;t.tmg'ton 'md‘ one other were
Church. of ‘England men, and two,

were -Quakers.. This upset the' As-

sembly, not only because of the

| solection of Quakers but also: be-
| cauge the second Church of Eng-

and few, if any residents suffered
from the order, However, the peo-
ple were obliged to pledge alleg-
iance to the new Protestant Sov-
ereigns in England, King William,
and Queen Mary. At that time the
only recorded Catholic in the Som-
erset area was William Ayleward
who was county clerk. By 1708
there were 81 Catholics in the dis-
trict. <
The King’s Court

The last court in Pocomoke area
held for Charles III, Lord Balti-
more, was in June 1689. Affairs
were taken over soon thereafter
by the Associators’ Government.
William Whittington, high sheriff
of the Pocomoke Distriet, like
most other Shoremen, was sorry
about Lord Baltimore’s departure,
and the cheriff defied the author-
ity of the new government, until
he got explicit orders from Eng-
land. The fact that Whittington
was a Protestant made his cou-
rageous stand all! the more amaz-
ing. For his loyalty to Baltimore,
the sheriff got a written reproof
from John Coode, commander-m—
chief of the new Maryland govbrn-
ment. In addition to Coode, 2. com-
mittee of twenty-two men from
each of the ten countiessadminis-
tered Maryland’s = affairs. This
group ousted Whltrtmg'ton as sher-
iff.

Whether this pl‘dg:f irked the
people of the Pocomoke area is
not known but at the next ses-
sion of the General Assembly at
St. Mary’s City, the county’s rep-
resentatives, travelling across
Chesapeake Bay by boat, arrived
just as the meeting was breaking
up. ‘

Area Man Honored

In July 1690 the “Committee of
Twenty” decided to send a mesSage
to King William, and Robert King,
of Poconoke district, was one of
three delected to deliver it. The
pléa swag that the King send a
‘Roy: al Governor to replace the As-
somators Government. This re-
quest was successful because Queen
Mary ovrdered its approval. On
April 9, 1692 the first Royal Gov-
ernor arrived and dissolved the
other government. A member of
Governor Copley’s first Council
(comprised of 12 men) was Col-
onel David Brown of the Pocomoke
community.

Copley ordered all Catholics de-
franchised, and decreed that the
Church of England would be the
only established Church, though
all denominations were taxed
equally. About this time the Po-
comoke area folk  sent William
Whittington, who had been ousted
as high sheriff, to St. Mary’s as one
of the four Burgesses from the

dietriet.
The Fastern Shors refused to

: disdrimingte in' religion o the ex-{
zas no great exeitemant tem;“ desired. "'0f the " Bumeﬁses,

Ao

land man was a minister, the' Rev.
John Huett, pastor of the Pbeo-
moke arvex church.

Fuss In Legislature

The Legislature ruled that only
Whittington could be seated. Huett
was held not fit because he was:
“a man of sacred Orders,” the two
Quakers, Thomas Evernden and
John Godden: also announced that
they wouldi not take the required
oath of allegiance because of re-
ligious seruples. Despite days of
pleading Somerset County was
obliged to hold a special election
and replacedi alt but Whittington.
Roger Woolford|. John Bosman and
a man named Lazarus were elect-
ed and sent twm the Legislature
where they: were accepted.

Despite the trying times the
churches of” Somerset and the Po-
comolte area: expanded steadily ex-
cept for tHhe Soeiety of Friends
(Qualers): which: in- half a cen-
tury faded away, even though the
Quakers experiemeed an uplift in
February, 1672, wlien their renown-
ed leader; George Fox, spent sev- |
eral weelkts on the Eastern Shore
preaching the pospel.

This same vear the county grand
jury ordered’ that worship in the
Pocomoke aren was to be provid-
ed on Sundays-at one of four wide-
ly scattered plantations which were
considered’ preacliing: stations. One
of these stations was the liome af
William Stevens at Pocomoke and’
services were held there on the
first Sunday of each month:

Beautiful Ancient Church

The Pitts Creek Church, built|
about 1735, still balongs to this
congregation, andthe old “Meating:
House"” stilf stands. This ancient
church is situated at the head of
Pitts Creek on the west side of the
State highway about 4 miles south !
of Pocomoke City. This restored|
church with its beautified grounds |
serves only as a memento of the]
past, because the present Presby-
terians of the congregation wor-
ship in a modern church in Po-
comolke City.

It was on the Eastern Shore, at |
Chestertown ‘at the old Emmanuel
Church, in 1780, that a convention
of Church of England churchmen |
changed the name of their ﬂruup
the Protestant. Bpiscopal|
Church., Thus the Shore, can claim
to be the cradle of the Episcopal
faith in Amerieca.

Methodist Leader Cited

Lord Baltimore’s liberal attitude |
toward all religions made the Eaut- |
ern Shore a fertile field for all|
faiths. The Methodist Church's |
great apostle, Francis Asbury,
preached through the area. Anoth-
er noted Methodist preacher Josh-
ua Thomas ofthe Deal Island area |
bosame known as the Parson of
the Islands,” Als: voice, legend: Jaw
ity eould, bmhennl a mile gway.




DEDICATION RITES—The edifice ofthe Holy Name of Jesus Catholic
Church was dedicated January 13, 1952, as pictured above, by-the Most
Rev. Edmond J. FitzMaurice, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Wilming-
ton. The Rev. John Farrington was appointed pastor of the Pocomoke
Parish shortly afterwards and took up his duties here on April 7, 1952.
—Photo Courtesy Fr. Farrington.

Two Catholic churches presently
are established in Worcester Coun-
ty, St. Mary’s Star of the Sea, at
Ocean City, and The -Holy Name
of Jesus Church at Pocomoke City.
Both churches are in the Diocese
of Wilmington, Dela.

St. Mary’s Star of the Sea Ca-
tholic Church was built about 1868
in what is now Ocean City by
Bishop Thomas A. Becker primari-
ly to accomodate summer vacation-
ists.

The ‘ehurch was the first church
erected in Ocean City and was
served for a long time by visiting
pastors, ‘along with the pastor of
the Salisbury Church.

Used in Summers

The church was used during the
| summers as a spirvitual retreat by
the priests and bishops from the
Diocese.of Wilmingten. ;

In 1898 William McHugh; the
first Catholic resident of Ocean
City moved there from Shelltown,
Md. Tt also was in 1898 8that the
Sisters of Charity of Washington,
D. C., constructed the St. Rose’s
Summer Home for Orphans at
Ocean City. :

About the same time a few ser-
vices were held during the winter,
served by the pastor of the Catho-
lic: Church in Cape Charles, Va.
The Ocean City church remained
a mission of Dover, DeDla., until
1890. ;

With - the building of railreads
From Raltimore here eame many
vacationists to Ocean City about
the turn of the century. This in-
crease called for a larger church
and in 1905 the church was enlarg-
ed. The rectory on Baltimore Av-
enue was erected that year.

Salisbury Mission

In 1910 Ocean City became the
mission of the Salishury Parish,
having 50 resident Catholies in
Ocean City and the surrounding
area. During the summer, however,
there were between 200 and 300
{ families attending the church.,

In 1911 St. Rose’s Home was
hought by the Dominican Fatherd
of the Catholic University of Am-
erica to serve as a summer home
for the students preparing for the
priesthood in the Order of Saint
Dominie. The house officially was
called the “Alberto,” but to the
| people of Ocean City it always was

called the “Home.” The “Home"
| was sold in 1946 and has since been

- converted into a hotel.

The church was redecorated and

!Pn]arged in 1938 by the Rev. Eu-
' yene T. Stout. Subsequently a pipe
‘ovﬂ:au wras installed, windows were
| replaced and new lights purchased,

& =y

Two Catholic Chufchés In Worcester
County; At Pocomoke and Ocean City

Sometimes 9 Masses
During the summer it has be-
come necessary in recent years to
have seven scheduled masses each
Sunday, and sometimes nine mas-
ses when necessary. Many times!
in the summer months of 1949 it'
was necessary to use the High
School hall for masses. |
During that summer new land|
was purchased for the building of
a new church in the northern end
of Ocean City.

Pocomoke Church

There also were Catholics settl-
ing in the southern part of Wor-
cester County, near Pocomoke, dur-
ing these years. As a result a
mission was founded in 1943 under
the name of The IHoly Name of
Jesus Catholie Church.

Catholics from this area had to
go to Salisbury or Crisfield to
attend services. )

The new church at Pocomoke
City was dedicated on January 13,
1952, and was declared a separate
unit in April of that year.

Father Farrington

The Rev. John Farringten was
appointed pastor of the Pocomoke
Parish by the Most Rev. Edmond
J. FitzMaurice, D.D., Bishop of
the Diocese of Wilmington, and
took over his duties here on April
q,.1952,

Father Farrington born in Mil-
ton, Mass., was ordained in 1945
for the Diocese of Wilmington. He
cerved as assistant pastor for six
vears at St. Francis de Sales
Church in Salisbury before com-
ing to Pocomoke City.

His pastoral duties include St.
Elizabeth’s Church at Westover
and the Crisfield Mission, founded
in 1908 and 1949, respectively.

There were,in 1952, about 250
parishioners at Pocomoke City,
who worshipped in the new church
built at a cost of about $50,000.

Parish Boundaries

In September, 1952, the Poco-
moke parish boundaries were out-
lined as follows: Including Wallops
Island, Va., west to Wallops Is-
land Landing to end of road No.
762: west along No. 762 to end
near Whartons Gate, then west
along No. 689 through Mappsville
and Mears Station, across R.R.
and west along No. 688 to Mears-
ville west of Mearsville along No.
685 until its end in Muddy Creek
Landing, then west to Chesapeake
Bay via Muddy Creek.

Concerning the Catholic church-
es in Worcester County, it alsodis

neted that at one time the
center in Snow Hill was a Ca
Chapel. #

e

‘Pocomoke Jewish Synagogue Is Firsts

" The history of the Jewish commun-

Choucches

cation was transmited over a Salig-

On Eastern Shore, Dedicated In"48i
1

Lity of PPocomoke City goes back to the
jturne of the eentury. Tt is known us
the Conpregation of Israel.

The first permanent Jewish leader,
Boverend Maivel Heilig, arrived in
this community in 19053 and acted as
lits spiritual leader and provider for'
kosher: meats until fits death in June,
1920.

He found among the earliest settlers
families like Fine, ¥inkelstein, Flax,
| Glass, Kleff, Miller and Rodbell. Some
| of itliem had Been living in this com-
| munity for more than 10 years.

Center of Jewish Life

Pocomoke City at that time
was the center of Jewish Tlife and
also was the center of community- life
aceording to its central Toeation on
the lower pant of the Delmarva Pen-
insula, - i

Consequently families like Good-
| man, of Snow Hill; Molling, of Berlin;
| Glick and Greenberg; of Onaneock,
' Va.; Walman and' Levin, of Keller,
Va.: Brown of Cipe Clarles, Va.;
and some Jews of Salisbury, msed to
join this community and’ observe holi-
days and speeial services liere.

Regular Sabath services were well
taken care of by its owm' members
who brought along their lessons from |
the old countries. A sliort tiure T.‘lf?.!“l
the size of the Jewish community per-
mitted the conducting of two separate;
services, |

On December 0, 1922: a report in|
| the Worcester Democrat tells of a|
! very successtul affair held by the He-|
breaw Association as u Benefit for the |
building of a synagogue. More than |
100 peopla attended, raiving a sum 0!';

Philip Selier

About 20 years ago tlie Tzte Philip
‘TLea Scher moved into this eommunity
:and proved to be an extraordinary as-
get to its development: §

Ag i alt the early Fewrish, settle-
' ments, services were Held i o rented |
meeting room, whieh was changed for |
the MWigl Holidayy to accomodate a
areater attendance.

Although the community had pur-
¢hased, its present lot for the syma-
gogue, the building didn’t get under-
 way until Leonard Scher following in
| fhe footsteps of his father, succeeded
in seeuring a charter for the congre-
Igation oun’ April' 2, 1947. ,
. At this time the eongregation elaim-
| ad ity first real deed for the ground.
1 Charter Members \
| (Marter members were Mr. Scher,
ipresident; Tomis J. Rodbell, Benji-
'min Cohen, Jesse Goodman and Wil-
linm Kleger.
| The purpose of this eongregation.
the charter stated, should be legally
and judicially to receive and hold
| property and inheritance under the
\name of that body for religious wor-
ghip, subjects to the discipline. usage
and custom of: the Jewish faith.

Having only a very emall number

bury radio station. . |

It must be noted, to the eredit of |
the parties involved, that this build-|
ing doesn "t ¢arry any mortgnge. .

All these vears, with the exeeptions |
of a few months services and Hebrew |
cehool were conducted by a week-end |
rabbi. I

Since December, 1952 tlie present
Rabbi, Dr. Josef Saffra, tiag been
engaged in a full-time positiom. The;
rabbi. served communities v New
York and Atlanta, Ga., before settling
in Pocomoke City.

Use of Press

Besides earing for the
needs of the Jewikh community, Dr.
Saffra tries to develop a harmonious
understanding between the (1'1'fl'cront!
denominations by making use of’ the|
local press and its special colummns |
of church news.

Having their oecupations in alt
fiolds of life, Dr. Saffra says, the Jew-
ish members of tlie Pocomoke City
community are doing their best fto}
work harmoniously with tlieir fellow
eitizens to promote the sociul and
civie welfare of tlie: community..

gpeeific

1
BT

of memhers, the Pocomoke congre- |

gation smiucceeded, ng the first congre-
gafion son tha entire Bastarn Shore,
to, bitild 4 sanctugry which wie, dedl.
‘m:ted_m@bér 18, 1048. This dérli-|



erian Church Hlstory
o Old Meetmg House La

: Pitts ‘Crec_ak Presby.teriag\ Church
; ?@ first Preshytevian Chureh in

is now Pocomoke City, was
_a-!rmeetulg house built on the bhanks
af the Pocomoke River, at the foot of.

}"vﬁm.-t Jater bhecame Willow Street.

‘Stevens Ferry, as the site on the

.was then known, was establish-

Col. Willizm Stevens, in about

70, This man has a prominent place

Aw Presbyterian history, due to the,
n.e.t that it was through his effort
hat the Reverend Francis Makemie
e to this section, and established

the first chureh at Rehoboth, Mary-

Establisned at Reloboth

When the churech was first esta-
lished at Rehoboth, in 1683, there

e\%&fe nmany who worshipped there,

ing on the south side of the river,

| due to the ineonvenience of at-

i g services there, the meeting

ouse 4t Stevens Ferry was built,
lieir convenienee.

After erection of this meeting

ouse, whieh was built of logs, the

name of the site was changed to Meet-

r House Lunding, which naume it

1 1700, when its name

anged 1o Ware fTouse Landing.

5 the name was again changed

72, wher T
preseut name of Pocomoke City.
The !or :fion of thc meeﬁng Imum:*.

south of the present town. This has
been determined ns being about the
year 1735, The location of this chureh,
but a short distance from the Vir-
ginin line, has been in eontinnous
use as a place of worship since that
time. .
Once A River

Loeully  the site is in the present
day referred to as Beaver Dam, but it
seems probable that when the church
was first erceted there, the stream of
Pitts Creek, which is a tributary of
the Pocomoke River, may have heen
navigable to this point. This is not

| true in the present day, and there is

no historieal proof that it ever was.
There is an assumption that this may
lave been a fact, however, due to
the faet that nearly all early churches
were built on navigable streams.

A legend exists, that the ehurch
wus huilt near the line of Virginia,
for the convenience of Presbyterians

and dthers desiring a place of worship

other than the established Church of
England. X

The present Luilding on the site
at the head of Pitts Creek, is the
{hird one built there. Records of the
first two are incomplete hut the pres-
ont building was erected in 1854, at a
cost of #1700.00. Some additions have
heen made in recent years, buf the
original building still stands without
chiange,

'Dhn- first Preshyterian Chureh in

Qcom-o]-e City, was built in 1884,

s the fown population inereased,
‘many worshippers at  Pitts Creek,
had their homes in the town, and for

ginal church was ewtai)hshed This
braneh “or mission of original
chureh, was a part of the same or-
ganization, us it still continues to be.
Church Was Duplicate

The church erected in town, was f
at Pitts Creek, there was a balcony ||
in the front part of the building, and ||

1 ecupola with a bell. The choir sat

leony. In its early days sing- |

s condueted without instrument,

and in the late 1860’ a reed or eab-|

inet organ was installed.

~In 1884 the old chureh in town
was moved farther from the strect
and the present brick auditorium
was erected. Lighted with eleetrieity,
it wns said to he one of the first
ehurehes in the country to have this
convenience.

T 1908 the present soeial Tiall was
built, and in 1940 class roms  for
the Sunday Sechool were added. Ad-
ditional rooms for the Junior Depart-
ment were added in 1952

A listorical fact worthy of note | |

is that Anne Makemie Holden, daugh-
ter of the Rev. Francis Makemie wor-
shipped in the Beaver Dam Chureh,

and regularly drove the 15 miles from |

her home on Holdens Creek, Va., to
attend services there. At her death
she willed her father's mahogany desk

to the pastor of the chureh at that|

time. This desk fell into other hands,

hut was finally loeated and is now in a|
fireproof vault in the Union Theologi-|

¢al Seminary, Riehmond, Va. Tt is
the only known relic of \quenue y in
existence,

Bequeathed $333

Anne Holden in her will gave the
chureh  $353.00 and a slave named
Keziah, and her c¢hildren. The eom-
munion goblets used in this chureh
for many wears, were given by her.
They are now in fhe keeping of the
Proeshyterian  Historieal Society, in
Philadelphia, Pa.

The first pastor on record is the
Rev. Samnel MeMaster, who came
fo this conntry from Seotland, this
heing his first chureh. e served
this c¢hurel from 1774 to 1811, a per-
jodl of 37 years. A tablet fo his mem-
ory lhas been erected in the church
guditorivm. Ie lived on a farm about

five miles southenst of the fown, in

a brick house which was destroyed hy
fire about 1940, As was the custém
in that period he combined farming |
with his ministerial work,

It seems likely that the chureh
had no established ministry before
that time. Neither did it seem im-
portant to keep cliureh records.

B

both on the banks of the Poao

 moke.

The churches mt Snow Hill and

 Pitts Creek (Pocomoke City) also|

date from his early period in
Arnerican Presbyterian history. The

-genonun.a.hon spread up the East-

| the Bastern Shore was the Rev.
| Francis Makemie who came to this

country’ from England in response

| to an invitation in 1680 from the =
English Presbyteriangs who had

settled on the lower part of th

| Peningula, He-is said to bq the ﬁlg b

The Presbyermns. in memory of

Rev. Mr. Makemie, called the part
| of the Eastern Shore with which

he associated himself “Makemie-

{land.” The Presbyterian followers
| at Rehoboth, Snow Hill and Pitts
| Creek constituted the first regular-
| ly organized Presbyterian congre-
| mations~ in America. Makemie be-|
came the leading swirit in the or-|

ganization of the Tirst Presbytery

| in Amerien, constituted in Phila-
| delphia in 1706, and he became its
|| irat Moderator.

(Note:—The above account whs
takan from the hoolt “The Eaatern
Shore of Maryland and Virginia,”

records ave complete, covering the |
work of these pastors. i
By an act of the Maryland TLegis-
lature, passed in 1804, a charter was
granted to this chureh, under which |
it lias operated with s]xvht changes, |
since that time. |
1818 (hurch Roll !
The earliest church roll known to =
be in existence is dated . in 1818. At
that time the total membership of =
the chyreh was G4, e
Tn the chureh eemetery near Winter -
Quarters Drive, (a ° monument has
been erected 1o the memory of HHandy |
Mills and David Smith, who were rul- |
mg e]d{-rq and active supporters of

in their lifetime, and |

]mnei’:tctm-s in death. They are @& rep- |
resentative of the saintly men and
women who lived many vears ago, .
and who gave ,anp.:.rnwlv of their

time and tdlen' , in support of the.

Since the pastorate of the Rev.jwork of this (_‘. urch.

Mr. MeMaster, the chureh has :

rect line of ministers, 2% hf#hng:p

served the church sinee that time. The

The Rev. Paul H. Walenta is the |

- of the Ditts Creck ‘

of Presby&enam ;

i The first setatlemeut or commun- ',
ity of Enghs-h Presbyterians: recor- |
ded in America was thnt m the

by



IRST BAPTIST
WAS DEDIC

|Had 21 Pastors
| In 100 Years

The New Town Baptist Meeting
House, erected by the labor of the
Rev. Solomon C. Boston, mission-
ary of the Maryland Baptist Union
Association, was dedicated on May
14, 1854,

With this dedicatory service the
| church opened its doors to all those
| of Baptist faith. There were 14
| charter members, including S. C.

| Boston, Mary S. Boston, John B.
| White, Susan White, John W.
Clark, Samuel Boston and Eliza-
'beth Boston, of the Vienna Baptist

Church; Blizabeth Adams, Urban
White, Major Hall, Jerome Hall,
Julia Hall, Zadok Hall and William
James Merrill, of the Pitts Creek
Baptist Church.

A Friendly Church

During its earliest years the
church was recognized as a friend-
ly, church, with their worship and
church program arranged so that
people remarked, “See’those Bap-
tists. They stick together like hot
cakes.”

The cost of the first New Town
| Baptist Church including lot,
furniture and railings, amounted
to about $2,700, and on the dedi-
cation day $1,000 of this was ob-
tained in cash and pledges.

In about the year 1859 the
church constitution and covenant
were drawn up. Rules and Disci-
pline were drawn up also. One of
these rules stated that ‘“slaves and
| other colored members should not
| have rule in this church.” This was
about nine years before the slav-
es were freed.
| Another rule expressed the wish
that the governing of discipline
and order should be done mainly
by the males but that the females
should have voice in receiving
members and choosing pastors.
The last rule was stated as fol-
lows:

{ “No member of the church will
be permitted to frequent circuses
i or theaters, or other places of idle
and vicious amusement.”

21 Pastors

In the 101 years since the found-
ing of the church there have been
21 pastors. Present pastor is the
formerly served a church at
Rev. Vander Warner who has serv-
ed here since February, 1954. He
Whitesville, N. C.

In 1932 the pastor, Mr. Ditto,
helped draft a new constitution,
the original having been lost. In
1987 a four year program of study
was begun by a committee, result-
ing in the adoption of the present
constitution.

Pastors have included Rev. Bos-
ton, A. G. Harley, C. F. Flippo,
James G. Councill, E. M. Byrn,
Lemuel D. Pauling, H. J. Handy,

James A. Wolfe, G. Bradford, Dan- bers
: l the church’s 100 years’ ‘h]sbor;,r

membership has grown from 14 to |

iel Morgan Lenox, Edwin S. Tut-
tle, J. B Pruitt, John Walker Hun.d-
ley, J. D. Peebles, Daniel W. TLit-

CHURCH
ATED IN

tleton, Mr. Alderman, Mr. Gard-
ner, John A. Ditto, Howard W.
Payne, James McLoed and Mzr.
Warner.

It is interesting to note that
since the Sunday School’s organi-
zation in 1860 there have beenjonly
six superintendents: J. C.- Riley

860-1869); I. H. Merrill {1869-

E. M. Ross (1879-1906) as

tant to Mr. Merrill, and (1906-
1932) as superintendent; James T.
Nock (1932-1935); Harry Appleton
(1935-1948). The present superin-
tendent is” Ray Boston who was

| elected in July,. 1953,

Two Organists

. During this time, from 1875 to
I the present, there have been only
| two appointed church organists,
| Mys. Thomas B. Walters who ser-
[ ved 41 years, until 1916, and Mrs.
| church. At the present time Mus.
! Grady Powell, who still serves the
{ Powell has an appointed assistant.
‘ On July 5, 1879 the church
| changed its name to First Baptist
| Church of, Pocomoke: City, follow-
[ing a change in the town’s name.
| Soon afterwards, in 1891, the old
| church building” was replaced by
a new one — which is still in
use.

| Until about 1915 services were|

{ held in the afternoon. After that
[ both morning and evening services
| were held.
I During. Mr. Pruitt’'s pastorate,
| 1899 through 4907, the church pur-
chased a parsonage in partnership
with the Pitts Creek Church. Later
the Pitts Creek share was bought
by the Pocomoke City church. The
building is still in use, now util-
ized for Sunday School classes, sup-
pers and for various meetings and
activities.

A second parsonage, bought lat-
er, is the home of the pastor, at
the corner of Second St. and Laur-
‘el.: The church has been enlarged
and improved through the years,
with additional space purchased
‘for building and for the cemetery.

Electric Organ

Andrew Carnegie gave $650 to-
ward the first pipe organ in the
church. In 1946 the organ was mov-
ed and has since been rebuilt and

electrified. Another major im-

provement is the modern kitchen
which is a. part of the church
house.

In order to help with the summer
program for young people, the
Sunday school purchased in 1952
a cabin at the new Maryland eamp
at Rocks, Md., at a cost of $1,500.

Communion is held at the first
service of each month and the
offering at this service is set aside
in a separate fund to be used only

for the velief of the poor or for)

some other worthy cause.

In 1953 the Berlin Mission was
snonsored by the Pocomoke City
Church, resulting in a new orga-
nization with abeut 30 members. In

nearly 400.

County Baptist
Churches Dates
© Back to 1734

. Swans Gut in 1734-35 TLuke

'on. went before the court with a
petition requesting the right of people
tosmeet in the home of James Mouston
For. worship, and permission to pur-
chase a half acre of lnud for building
a churel, E

Ife didn't succeed so le ifried
f again in 17 and the petition was
| granted. My, Paul Palmer served as
pastor in this early bheginning of Bap-
tist ehurel work on the rn Shore,

Siz Baptist Churcehes

There are presently six Baptist
churches in Worcester Connty active
at this time. They ave the Pitts Creek,

{ Goodwill, Spence, Girdletree, [irst
| Baptist Church of Pocomoke, in addj-
tion to the Berlin Mission of the Pa-
comoke Church, )

The Pitts Creek Baptist Church
was founded in 1817 and incorporated
in 1842, The chureh was built on a
lot purchased from T.evin Flenderson
for %3, which measured 14914 vards
long and 149 rds wide — a very
unuswial measarement, This chureh ‘.
said to h_:- one of the oldest Baptist
churches on the Eastern Shore and is
called the Mother Chureh of Poco-
moke,

Another Baptist Church, the Bethe-
den Chureh, was active in Woreester
County until the 19307, when . is
was abandoned, the members going
to Spence and Goodwill churehes,

Pocomoke Chuich

The First Baptist Chureh of Po-
comoke w tarted on May 14, 1854,
when the New Town Buaptist Meeling
House was erected and dedieafed to
the wopship of God. In the 100 years
since  the founding of the echureh

(Continued on Page 4, Sect. D)

County Baptist i
| Churches Dates ‘I
Back to 1734 |

(Continued from Page 2, Sect. D)
there have leen 21 pustors and six
superintendents. The, church mame
was changed to First Baptist Chureh |
of Pocomoke City.in 1878 after eiti-|
zens of the town changed its name
to Pocomoke City.

The Spence Baptist Chureh \V:Iﬁ.
organized in 1860. The 20-year pastor-
ate of Mr. Steward brought.  the
chureh out of a' period of inaetivity,
The chureh received its name from
fhe location in the Spenee comunity.,
Judge Samuel Spence, for wlhom the
community was named, was not a
Baptist, howe hut am Episcopalian.

Few Available Records

Few records are avallable comcern-
ing the Girdletree Baptist Church,
except to mention the organization of
the chureh in 1005,

Goodwill Baptist Chureh also was
organized in 1905 and has sent out
many ordained ministers from' -its
membership. These churches, proba-
bly mothered by the Poconmioke City |
chureh, remain active today. : i

|




POCOMOKE CITY'S FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH BUILT IN 1684:

Mennonites Came

From Pennsylvania

A mission ofthe Mennonite faith
was founded at Snow Hill by sev-
eral families who moved into the
area from several parts of Pennsyl-
vania.

The first to arrive were the Sam-
uel and David Yoder families who
attended church at the Holly Grove
Mennonite Church near Westover,

In the summer of 1952  the
Mennonites at Snow Hill obtained
permission to hold summer Bible
school for children in the Snow
Hill voting house. Teachers for the
school came from Pennsylvania
and a few brought their families
and remained. |

Beginning on January 18, 1953,
Sunday School and church services
were held in homes, he services
conducted by visiting ministers. |
Meeting in homes was not satis-
factory, hm\'evm', because more
Space was needed.

Work on a church building start- ‘
ed in April, 1953. It was suffjcient-J
ly inished in July to hold summer |

ible school sessions, and has gince |
Deen used for services,

J
== i

Church of God
Began in 1933

a result of tent meetings in 1933,

Iy services were held in the home
of W. €. Morton, minister of #he
Churcl of God, eonstituting the De-
ginning of that denomination in Po-
comoke Ci

ittendance heeame larger,
hurch was donated by A.
The Glad Tidings Tak
built on the 161
Maple 8 and was
dedicafed on April 15

The local ‘body offiei was estab-
lished as a choreh affiliated with the |
General Assemblies of God. J

Because of an in se in chureh |
afténdance a new parsonage was built
on the By-Pass Road, and the old
building was used for Sunday Sehool
rooms. Tt was also for need of room |
that a new building was planned.

B 1952 construction on the build-
ing started at Payne Avenue and
Market Street in Pocomoke City. The
first service to be held in the new
chureh was on December 26, 1953.

'REBUILT 1844

One of the first Presbyterian
Churches in America was built at
the site that has grown to be the
present Pocomoke City.

In the year 1680 a petition was
sent by Col. William Stevens and
others to the Presbytery of Lag-
gen, Ireland, for a Presbyterian
minister to settle in this commun-
ity.

The Presbytery acted promptly
and in the year 1682 sent out to
this site the Rev. Francis Makemie,
lawyer, merchant and a man of
many talents but able and skill-
ful in all. When he arrived in this
colony, he found anything but a
“bed of roses.” A

No Green. . Pastures

If his vivid imagination had pic-
tured out green fields and pastures,
he was doomed to great dissap-
pointment. He found the popula-
tion sparce 'and poor, secattered
mainly, along the vivers and wat-
| er courses, engaged in fishing and

i ture. The country was an

“unbroken wilderness, and

rfor days without

* school house.

resbytery of Laggan

€ll  what a dissent-

ing ministgr would have to encoun-

ter who“attempted to establish a

church in the wilds of Maryland,

and they were astute enough to

send no second rate man for such

a work, and the sequel shows that

they performed their duty courage-
ously and well.

There was then no established
religion in Maryland. The course
of government was one which tol-
erated all Christian churehes and
established none.

The Church of England had not
then been established by law, but
was organized and in full operation
in this Coventry Parish. In June
1691 the Royal Government passed
an act formally establishing the
Church of England. Provision was
made for dividing all the counties
into parishes and the election of
vestrymen for each of the con-
servation of the church interest
and a poll tax of 40 pounds of to-
bacco imposed upon every taxable
person of the Province to build
churches and sustain their min-
isters.

“Church Establishment”

Thus was introduced for the
first time in Maryland, “a church
establishment sustained by law,

i and fed by general taxation.”

Rev. Mamemie arrived in this
| province in the year 1682, and as
he was sent to preach and organize
and build churches, it is te be pre-
sumed sthat he Commenced his
work at! once. We therefore fix
the date of ‘the erection of the
church about 1684,

It was built of cypress logs and
was covered with shingles of the
same material. Tt stood near the
river on the ground, occupied by
the late Edward:H. Clarke,

The workmen did: not complete
the structure in one day, and not
anticipating that any harm would
be done to it, they left off work
‘intending to finish it on the fol-
lowing day, but to the everlasting
sham nd disgrace of religious
intolerancetand persecution, the op-
ponents; of Presbyterianism tore
down the istrazcture during the
night and threw the logs into the
river,

What must have been the chag-
rin, not to say anger, of the dis-
senters when they found all their
work destroyed and their material
scattered by the tide? But the
blood of the martyrs has always
‘been and  always will be the seed
.of the church; and the bold and
earnest dissenters gatherved up the
scattered logs, redoubled their
exertions, and put the building up °
and under roof in one day.

Thanksgiving and praise te God
arose from he humble church in
| the wilderness that night from fer-
vent and sincere wershipers who
knew what it was to' feel relieicus
persecution in a colony- whoa.e_ '
great boast has ever been that it
was the first to proclaim religious
toleration and freedom to worship
God. e

Ol Log Church™

The old log church was still -
standing in 1790-1800, or rather
what remained of it." After having
been used for a2 house of worship
for many years, or until ‘a more
pretentious house had been erected
at ‘Rehoboth and the cengregation
had pgravitated to that peint, the
old log church fell into mneglect
and decay. g

But born as it was in labot and
tears, it could not remain uszeless
to the end. A poor wandering ‘fam-
ilv by the'name of Fisher, with-
out hodse: or home, penniless and
in_want, espied its forlorn and d_eT_
sevted” condition~and” at once’ took
possession.’

propped up its tettering

s ved he tough bark from

the (eypreds trees and covered its
| bare and gaping sides. Thus re-
hahilitated, it protected and shelt-
ared the family for many years
and thus in its final deecay, was

'a the last-a refuge and a friend.

At that ;»efiod around 1800 there
was no. church for regular wor-

ship. Meectings were held in priv-

ata houses and under the broad

"anopy of Ileaven. :

fine house for worship was
<ted by the Preshytevians in
the .,{j}"st owned by,‘l.:ha_t. de-
‘ul‘g Newtown,
h of previo




Iégi_s-mpal ChufchesAQE;W@mest@- COumty &

 Grew From Handful of Faithful Colonists

Coyentry and Snow Hill were the

nother parishes of the
(@ureh in Worcester County.

There is no rvecord of any
an clergy among the early colonists
fnd it is believed that Anglican ser-

Fices were held by lay readers

visiting elergy trom Virginia.

The Chureh of England was offici-
(a&lly established ou the Eastern Shore

btwhen in 1692 the colony was

;mm counties aund ithe counties were
|divided into parishes. The Diocese
(1 Maryland was placed under the
Jurisdiction of the Bishop of London.

Mother Parish

Episeopal

Of the 13 parishes on the Eastern

the Mother Parish of all the churches
and chapels in the present Worcester
County, with the exception of St.
Marys the Virgin Chureh in Poco-
moke City.

St. Mary's is a descendant of the

original Cloventry Parish, whose first
and b-‘—;]r:u'ish church at Rehoboth is now in
ruins. .

Four | chapels and chorches were
built before the Revolution in what is
now Worcester County: tehoboth
(1692); St. Stephen’s at Dividing
Chreck (1751); All Hallows at Snow
Hill (1710); and St, Martin's (1703).

During the Revolutiony War it was
impossible to ebtain ordination for
the clergy and seattered American pa-

Angli-

divided

Loyalty To State

Loyalty to the State was manifested
when in 1779 d4he vestry renounced
their obedience to the King of Great
Britain and then swore that fhey
would be ¢“true and faithful to the
State of Maryland.”’ In 1782 Thomas
Bruff was appointed to ‘“hire’’ some
one to officiate in the parish, and on
September 2, that year, the Vestry
taking the case of George Twifort,
not being in holy orders, under con-
sideration adopted the following

““We do agree unanimously, that no
person he permitfed to preach in the
church or either of the chapels in this
parish unless he be in Ioly Orders,
and that the Sexton, or

admit any personsinsfuture to preach
i said church or chapels without leave
of ‘a majority of the vestry of said
parish.”?

On  Septemher 135, 1784, Major
Thomas Bruff was chosen delegate to
a eonvention to be held in Chester-
town the following wmonth. Major
Bruff attended the meeting and upon
his return asked ithe parish to con-
tribute to a fund to be used in send-
ing for a clergyman to -Europe for
consecration, was se ordered.

Parish Divided
. In 1819 the parish was divided into
small distriets for financial purposes.
That part east of the Pocomoke River
was the Seventh District. On July 13,
1828, Covenitry and Somerset parish-
es eomhined and secured the services
of Rev. Joseph S. Covell. In 1841
the union existing hetween the two
parishes was dissolved and the joint

two weeks. Now seryices are held
monthly becanse of “ghe @bsence of a
rector. bS “"

In 1703 a chapel had been built

near St. Martin's River, between the
present,  locations of Showell and)|
Friendship, but this was in runis by
1744,
Churel Built 1756

In 1753 plans were made to build a
chureh where the chapel stood. The
huilding was ereeted in 1756 becom-
ing parish chureh of Woreester Coun-
ty. There is no record that St. Mar-
tin’'s was ever.consecvafed until almost
100 years luter when it was reseued =
from deeay and restored in 1845 and
consecrated 3

The first confirmation at St. Mar-
tin’s was held in 1795 when the Rev.
John Claggett, First Bishop of Mary-
land and first hishop to be consecrated
ou Ameriean soil, visited the parish.

k 1e ! any person | yegtor, Rev. Henry Croasdale, elected [ In 1824 St. Martin's e¢hureh was aban-
{(~hore, Snow Hill Parish, or All Hal-| rislies were separated from the mother | having charge of the same, may expeet | Somerset parish as his charge. doned Dbeeause of -a ¢hift in popula-
]30\\'5 Parish, as it is known ndw, is| Church of England. to answer the consequence if they The original building of St. Steph-

2 A y origin: .
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St. Mlary-The-Virgin Episcopal Church - |
First Used For Services July 20, 1845 _1

The Church of England officially

was established on the Eastern
Shore in 1692 after. Somerset

County, which incladed Weoreester
County, was divided into four par-
ishes, one of which was Coventry
containing Pocomoke and Anna-
messex “Hundreds.”

The first Tpiscopal church to bhe
built in the area, Pocomoke Church
at Rehoboth, at that time was
either going intoc decay or was
too small to accommodate enmi-
grants moving in from Virginia,
and in 1696 it gave place to a
larger building.

Only Building Mentioned

The Rehoboth ehurch is the only
building . mentioned whén the
churchmen: ofthe county were call-
ed together to make the division
into parishes. Meetings in other
parishes presumably were held in
residences of members.

At present ruing can be found at
Rehoboth of a succeeding church
built about the end of the 18th
rentury, which was probably the
larsest church in the 'Diorcese.

In 1774 an Act of Assembly pro-
vided for a levy to raise funds for
a chapel “on the east side of the
Pacomoke River abt or near Stevens
Ferry.”

However the Revohlition inter-
vened and it wasn’t until 1845 that
the aet was carried out and St.
Ware’s Church was built in what

‘sented a lot in

iq naw Pocomoka Cliy.

Willtam Jofforson Tong pre- . (Confinned on Page 2-Racf 81y o
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Newtown on New
Street, afterward re-named Church;
St., and now called Third Street,’
on which St. Mary’s was erected.
The church was first used on July
20, 1845, and was consecrated
November 13, St. Mary the Vir-|
oin’s Church.

‘ ‘Opén Church School

A piece of land having been leas-
ed and a small house built, a
church school was opened an April|
5, 1848, with Mprs. Sarah 1. Love
as teacher, In August, 1853, the
school house was removed to a lot
oppogdite the church yard which

had been bequeathed by Mrs. Sal-
lie Jones.

A description of St. Mary's in
the early 1860’s serves to fit the

church amazingly well today.
“ . . . a beautiful regular type]
frame- rectangular building of"

{ pleasing and churchly degign, sur-

mounted by a graceful and well:
proportioned spirve, in which hung |
a sweet-toned bell.” i

After the church was damagad|
by fire on Nov. 11, 1925 the in-
terior was remodeled and a new|
hell was hung. .

St. Mary’s Church was the first
rhurch in Pocomoke City to have
a pipe or~an, according to the
chureh’s history.

Young Workers
Abhout 1911, throuech the work

of tha Yoing Warkere Guild @
Mardz Chnaneh wma  heaotifally

|

frescoed, electric lights were- in-
stalled and a window, memorial to
S. S. MacMaster and his wife, was
installed.

On May 9, 1911 St. Mary’s. Chur-
ch was the site of the meeting of
the Southern Convocation, attended
by notable clergy of the area. Dur-
ing the convocation the -clergy
made a trip to the Rehoboth ruins
where they stood on the fallen tim-
bers within the ruins where the
chancel had once been located’ and
held a “farewell” service.

John Crosdale was the first rec-
tor to lead St. Mary’s church fol-
lowing the separation of Pocomoke
Parish from Coventry Parish in
1855.

The present rector is the Rev. J.
Powell Eaton, who came to the
church September 1, 1953.

Church Rectors

Church rectors and their dates
of service, include Mr. Crosdale,
February 5, 1855 to Marveh 11,
1878; Francis W. Hilliard, Septem-

lbel‘ 15, 1878 to November 1, 1889;

William D, Sarwelle,
to October 1, 1890.

James Hutchins Handy Brown, De-
cember 23, 1800 to April 30, 1891 ;
Charles TI. Vandyne, Octolher 1891 to
1807; Ceorge (' Rl.l“m'l.-r'\l.‘l;!ll‘s'f 1,
1897 to Februnary 135, 1800: Clhrence
D. Frankel, May 18, 1899 to Oectober
31, 1900.

George F. Kettell, June 27, 1901
to July 14, 1902: William B. Guion,
November, 1903 to February 1. 1010;
Lonis Tlewellyn Williams, Mav 1,
1910 to May 15, 1922; George Victor
Bell, May 10, 1923 to May 1, 1928,

TTugh Valentine Clary, June 1, 1928
to June 15, 1934: Rupert B. Mathews,
1954 to June 20, 19415 Mr. Glary,
December 1, 1941 to Mareh ‘31, 1055
Mr, Eafon, September F, 19530 t0 the
present.

July 1, 1890

en’s Chapel at Dividing Creek was
construeted in 1751 and replaced in
1849 by a second building. Later, be-
cause of a shift in the center of pop-
ulation St. Stephen’s was abandoned.
Tn the late 1800’s the church was
sold to Coventry Parish,

Snow TTill Parish in 1692 consisted
of the old part of Old Somerset east
of the Pocomoke River and ineluded
the greater part of what is now Wor-
County. The mname of the
narish was changed in 1710 to All
Hallows.

Stockton Centennial

The Chapel of the Holy Cress at
Stockton, which observed its centen-
nial on June 25, 1950, is a part of
All Hallows parish. Its history goes
back to 1774 when an  Episcopal
Church was erected at Stockton, then
known as Sandy IIill, through the ef-
forts of the Rev. John Rosse, then
rector of AIll Hallows parish.

This building was destroped by fire
and its exaef location has not been
established. The present building was
erected in 1850, The bell tower was
added in 1887 and the walnut pews
and chancel furnishings were installed
in 1914,

Services

cester

were held regularly at
Holy Cross until 1943 ‘when it was ab-
andoned for several vears. The ehureh
WS qnniy?etni_v redecorated following
the PU500 dentennial, and in 1951 ser-
vices were begun again, held

every

Only Ruins Remain
Of 1682 Log Church
At Rehoboth Site |

Only the ruins remain of j,he".
church reputed to be the first |
Episcopal Church in America.
| In 1692, when Somerset County

| was divided inta four parishes of |

| the Ghurch of England, a lc:ng
| church building at Rehobothf bm.lt
1 about 1682, already was going 1
to decay or was becoming too small
for use.

Thus, in 1696 another
was built. It was named Pocomoke
Church, Rehoboth, and is the only
building mentioned when the
churchmen of the county were call-
ed together to make the division
into parishes. 3

The present building, in ruins,

1740, and was at one time the
| largest church in the Diocese. The
| earlier log building has been given
| the date of 1682 as the time of its
| erection. -

church |

tion and St. Paul’s was built in Ber-
lin, hecoming the parish ehurel. :

St AMartin’s fell info general dis-|
repair and even was used as a barn |
for awhile. In 1844 it \\‘:ls_;1:|!"t-ly re-
paired for use in the summer, and the
next year it was conseerated for the
first time, but all efforts to restore
the church and hold regular services
have since failed.

St. PPaul’s Chureh at Berlin, was
consecrated in 1827, three years after
work was begun on the building. In
1881, a chapel was built at Ocean
Clity and named St. Paul’s-by-the-Sea.
In the 1890°'s St. Paunl’s became a
mission of Woreester Parish and about
1900 a new building was erected in
a hetter loention.

Destroyed By Fire
St. Paul's

destroyed

chureh in Berlin - was |
fire in 1904 and was
replaced by ‘a new and statlier chureh
bunilt of brick. A massive tower was
added and a 'deep-toned bell was in-
stalled.

About the same time the reetory
was  built at  St. Paul’s-hy-the-Sea.
In 1917 the vestry of Worcester Pa-
rish consented to the independence
of St. Paul's-by-the-Sea, and the sep-
aration became complete in 1821,

Through more than 250 years the
church has progressed from a hand-
ful of the faithful gathering to liald
services to separate parishes in the
four largest cities of Worcester Coun-
tv.

by

One pastor reported 1,200 adults |
in the parish and another reported:
a confirmation class of 100,

In 1841 Mr. John Crosdale, a|
candidate for Holy Orders, sup-
plied the Church and Chapels of
the local parish as lay reader. He
was ordered Deacon in Rehoboth
Church in 1842 and afterwards be-
came rector of Coventry Parish. '

Only three regular services were |}
held from 1894 to 1931, with the|l
| exception of an impromptu fare-
| well service held in 1911 by Bish-
| op Kinsmann and other clergy.

! "In 1931 partial restoration was|
undertaken to preserve the ruins
and mark the-site of the church
| built about 1740, the successor of
| another built on or near the
same site.

|l'is thought to have been built about |




4
'

e kg
AR

O\-SGY\I zed \n W 32
Bethany Methodist Protestant Church

SALEM Mnuomn EPIS(OPAL(HUR(H
HAS SUCCESSFUL HISTORY DATING FROM 1808

(Note: The following account :

was written, in part, by Eben
Hearne, local historian, in 1933
on the 175th anniversary of Sal-
em Methodist Church.

The beginning of church life of
the Methodist Episcopal faith in

Pocomoke City began at the time|

when there was no church build-
ing town, during the latter part
of the 18th century.

The small Methodist company of’

plain and unpretentions men and
women held services ‘in private
homes in and near the town, then
known as New Town.

Rev. Rowe In Area

In December, 1780, the Rev.
Franeis Asbury, appointed by John
Wesley, founder of Methodism,
sent the Rev. Samuel Rowe from
Sussex Circuit® to the Hastern
Shore of Virginia. It is highly
probably that Rowe preached in
New Town.

The first appointments were at
Melvin’s, where the Pocomoke Inn
is now located (1933), out Mar-
ket Street, and at Downing’s in
Accomack County, Va. The first
services were held at the home of
Littleton Long on a farm in Hen-
derson’s Neck, at William Mel-
vin's, Market Street extended, and
on Front Street, adjoining the res-
idence of Frank Bratten.

The first Methodist Episcopal
Church in New Town was built
in 1808, on the same lot now oc-
cupied by the present brick church.
The lot contained 75 square poles
and was a part of a tract of land
known as “Wooden Undrage” and
was bought for $30 from Tevi
George Houston and .wife, Anne,
Houston, of Somerset County, and
of Worcester County, deeded on
September 17, 1808.

Seven Trustees

The seven trustees named in the
deed were James Melvin, James
Dickerson, Joshua Sturgis, John

Hall, Levin Mills, William Wheel- |

er, and James Tilghman.

The first church building' was
in use for a quarter of a century
hefore the church was incorporat-
ed, March 17, 1834.

In the erection of the first
church in 1808, on the corner of
Second and Walnut Streets (neith-
er of which had a name until about
1865) church members contributed
lumber, money and work.

. _ A Frame Building

'It-'. $as a frame building, 30 by

fe@, standing near Second
qtreef, W(then called Cedar Hall
toad) and was neither lathed nor

?re-s 81{1' bu\ ldi ng

Salem Methodist Church

plastered until 1840.

It was a plain, unpretending
edifice, without steeple or bell,
guiltless of lathe, plaster, or paint,
without chandelier to light or stove
to warm it; with plain wooden
benches for seats and devoid of
all pews or cushions.

It was so plain and uncomdfort-
able that a new minister on preach-
ing in it for the first time was so
struck by its appearance that he
remarked at the close of the ser-
mon, “I have' frequently preached
in the house of the Lord, but never
before in his barn.”

" Finally, through the exertions of
a young lady, Mrxs. Rosa B. School-
field Quinn, a' stove was procured
to keep the congregation warm
during the winter.

A graphic deseription of the old-
time pulpit describes that fixture
as follows:

“Oh, That Pulpit”

“0Oh, that pulpit! I shiver now
as I think of it. It was built up
ag‘ainc.t; the rear of the little build-
ing, like a large bird cage. In-
deed, it was a plain, wooden box,
nailed fast to the wall. A stairway
went up to one side of 1it, and
the preacher entered a little doot.
He was boxed in all around and
when he rose to speak, he stood
just about half-way between the
floor and the ceiling, and thus
was compelled to breathe a good
portion of the oppressive air that
floated up from the congregation
below.”

After the church building was

erected in 1808 religious servic-
es at private houses were abandon-
ed. A long list of eloquent minis-
ters then began to succeed each
other in serving the church, a list
much too long for publication here.

Mr. Hearne describes them in
his statement: “The altar fires of
the church owed their existence and
continuation to ‘the ministrations
of just such quiet, faithful and
unobtrusive laborers. They were all
self-made men, true to the Bible,
the doctrines of Methodism and the
traditions - of the chureh, and lab-
ored insmany emergencies, without
compensation, only influenced by
the love of souls and the good of
the Lord’s cause.” .

Methodism Flourished

During the life of the first build-
ing, from 1808 to 1855, Methodism
flourished and grew until the con-
dition of the work demanded a new
church building, and in the latter
year, during the pastorate of the
Rev. John F. Chaplain, the old
Gal—2 Salem Methodist Church
building was sold to Purnell Red-
den and moved out Market Street
and remodeled into a dwelling.

The new church was 30 by 46
feet and represented an outlay of
about $3,000. It had a gallery
across the front of the church
where colored people, who had no
church of their ewn at that time,
were allowed to eocecupy seats.

In the meantinme the separation
of the church from the Snow Hill
Circuit had occurred im 18563 and

the New Town Mission was es-

erected
e 1gY A :

tablished.
Dedicated In 1856

The new church was dedicated
in 1856 and was occupied continu-
ously until 1904.

Between 1885 and 1887 several
improvements were made, includ-
ing the installation of a base-
ment for heating purposes, re-
moval of the steeple, construction
of a new roof and an addition to
the length of the building, and the
erection of a vestibule surmount-

hung a new bell.
Electricity also was installed, |
giving the- building credit for be-
ing one of the first churches in the
country to be so Hghted. The re-
dedication of the altered building
was held on a stormy Sunday in
January, 1886,

After several years of hard work
by an industrious building commit-
tee, the Salem congregation finally
succeeded, in 1904, in building a
new church, “an architectural gem,
of Pompeiian brick, surmounted by
a tower, with cathedral glass win-
dows, heaed hy steam, lighted by
electricity, all for $16,000,” accord-
ing to a report read at the con-
ference session in Wilmington,
Del., in March, 1905.

- A pipe organ also was install-
ed and the church was dedicated
on January 29, 1905. Pastor at that
time was the Rev. L. E. Poole.
I’arsonage Burned

In 1923 the church parsonage

was burned to the ground, and

ed by a 90-foot tower in which was |

shortly afterwards a new building, |

of modern design and equipment
was erected, “an ormament to the
town and a comfortable home for
the pastor's family.” 1

In 1938, when Mr. Hearne work-|
ed out his history of the church,
the Rev. Lawrence E. Wimbrow
was the pastor,

Another outstanding leader 'in
the church is E. James Tull who
held the longest tenure as sup-
erintendent of the Sunday School,
having served a period of nearly
40 years.

The Active Vincents *

that' position for about 50 years.
The three generations of the Vin-
cent family for a period of over

in the work of the choir.
Present minister to the Salem

James H. Vincent, who moved|
to New Town about 1867, became |
leader of the church choir and held |

60 vears have been a great help |’

congregation is the Rev. Elmgr
R. Shield, who has served this!

church since May, 1953,

&=
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POCOMOKE ARTET —Do you remember when this quartet appear-
ed at many of the town activities during the first quarter of the 20th
century? Singers included (left to right) George Seville, J. Frank
Vincent, Edward and Samuel M. Crockett. The well-known quar-
tet sang many times.in .the old .townihall, over the I. H. Merrill Store,
and for many vears sang regularly at commencement exercises.

SWEET
activities

Salem Sund hool orchestra, ‘eanized

ars.

(03]

D provided muc :
“ocomoke City entry in parad
are shown in a formal photog

S o : aph in f.
nrentten oceasion — perhaps awaiting a sp
aries.

of the entertainment of this section as well
and other festivities on the ’Shore. Here
ont of the old railroad station on some now-
cial excursion train or the arrival of digni-
—Photo courtesy Roger Vincent.
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in 1904, carried out" the musica




'S HONEY BOYS — The outfit pictured above was a popular musical a
When the photo snapped the band was playing for the dedication remonies of the McCready
al Hospital at Crisfield. Director of the outfit was Harold S erling (front, with trombone). Th
derived from the fact the band firs played fog in a minstrel show under that name,

—Photo Courtesy Roger Vi 1t.

regation back in




Pocomoke Had Own
‘Ccast Guard’ As Far
| . ‘ Back As 1692]

While the United States Coast
Guard, as we know it today wasn’t
founded until 1790, an early facsi-
mile of that federal organization
was active in this area in 1692. |

It all came about bhecause of |
wild horses and mares that were |
running at large in the Pocomoke |
area and residents felt the need to |
control their actions. i

A plea was made to Royal (}0\'~!
| ernor Lionel Copley and on Ov‘u:b-:
er 18, 1692, Edward Greene was|
named Chief Ranger of the Poco- |
moke area.

Green was directed to take up
all wild hotses and mares running
at large and to turn them Iloose
| on Assateague Island.

‘ In addition to the coastal duties
| rendered by Greene, his activities
probably account for. the celebrat- | g 03 B
ey ponyiEpunip A Gimcoteay] LEAVING FOR CAMP RODNEY — In 1933 Boy Scouts of Pocomoke City a.tfend_ectl a %dqu?];
oue, Va. : Sl : R e i Tor V. couts picture
- A'('Luallv Greene had duties oth- mer camp and are pictured above about to 1"“:\ e_ for ,«Cd'mp I?(J(‘h](‘._\ A?]LOU ( }ll'tizﬂly oh-
er than the round up of horses the truck are (1. to r.) Wilson Hancock, Frederick -Conn;dn’ 1\01_1’mllllt %1“%; d DuBose
& = Ses: 2 B X it x BT rar DT

His chief obligation was to pro- scured), Edward Bowen, Clayton Davis, Deur Mears, _}R ‘u{ena-lfiltt,? 01}’ ; (kf( -d. Jr., and
i< ; : . : , -d Stevenson, Frederick Hopé#Arthur: Lanklord, Jr.,
tect the governor against poach- Wermo-Davicplo Po“d\lf'I Howatl d?li (1 t’o r.) George Coflman Fred Henderson hold-
Men picture ! . . X 5ot 3 ]

|
¥
¥
i . ;

. B

ers, who, after severe storms, came Raymond C. Dryden, Jr. P T Merrill Walters
; ; ! AT 5 - ; owell, H. Merri a S.

to the Marvyland shores and made ane bred, Jr., Clifford Dryden, Raymond D. Dryden, Sr., James PR T e R arson

| off with the bodies of whales and = : ! Tt - : - . fPthO b."_F] ed Henders e

other fish which had been washed 3 T T T G RSN e

ashore.

These poachers also seized val-

uable wreckage along the sl10res§
and provoked the wrath of ecolon-
| ists living along the coast when
& they trespassed upon their prop-
erty, felled frees and made off
+ with the timber.
y Greene alone was given the au-
thority to get the blubber from
whales, and to confiscate any val-
{| nuables found aboard wrecked
ships.

For his efforts Greene received !
«one-third, and- the governor two-
thirds of the profits.
|  While the Coast Guard as we
know it today as a federal insti-l
| tution wasn’s founded until almost
100 years later, Green and his|
services rendered on behalf of the
Maryland Governor, is considered
to have been first coast guardsman.
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LEADING BAND IN 1907 — Musicians from Poccmoke City formed a band around 1907 and looked like
this (abeve) the day they borrowed uniforms from the fire department and went to play for a political
| rally in Snow Hill. SESSSES s : S s X LE
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CHAN
that’s what the sign says, and these five m embers
of the Pocomoke High School girls’ basketball
Leam seem mighty pleased with their honor.
Front row, left to right — Lillian Scott, Rhoda
Walters, and Edna Callahan. Top row — Ruth
Beauchamp, Florence Hayman and Ula Riggin.

PIONS OF WORCESTER COUNTY 1915,

;

EARLY BASEBALL TEAM — The Pocomoke baseball team of 1892
looked like this. Who can report how many games they won that sea-
son? The players are identified as (left to right) front row: Harry
Merrill, Clarke Fontaine, Will Sartorius. Second row: E(!\vard_L. (Skin-
ny) Poole, Howard Clogg, Henry Hill and Fred C. Qumn. Back row:
Herbert: Hayman, Frank E. Stevenson, Dr. H. N. Willis (ma:r_mger) and
Dr. N. E. Sartorius. —Photo Courtesy Roger Vincent.

SARLY BASEBALL TEAM — Pictured in one of Pocomoke,
City’s early baseball teams, about 1917, are (left to right) |
back row: Roland Custis, Willard Tull, Teacher' Newell Cord-!

dry, George Henderson and Bill Parker. Center row: Hugh

‘MecMichael, Harry Custis, Clay Groton (Tobey), Eddie Custis

and Edmund Evans. Front row: Darcy Evans and Watkins
Lacey. — Photo Courtesy Roger Vincent.




MAROONED SHIP — The

Scandinavian vessel pictured above is one of’ very few which have run aground

off Ocean City’s coastline. This ship was marooned several days near the resort city during World War II.

Another famous ship at Ocean City was the Spanis]
a cargo of gold that was washed onto the shore,

TOWNSPEOPLE HEARD
- THAT FATEFUL HORN

At the beginning of the nine-
teenth century there was a strong
religious element in  Pocomoke
City, then known as Newtown. The
enthusiastic townspeople had long
been supporters of Methodism and
as long ago as 1805, it is record-
ed that the famous traveling

ground, crying for mercy and
shouting salvation; the horses
added to the uproar by squeal-
ing and stamping.

Presently the boy was discov-
ered in the tree and the shamed
nners looked at Mr. Dow threat-
eningly, He was equal to the oec-

preacher, Lorenza Dow, addresgedrcasion.

2,000 persons at Newtown.

It was there, it is said, that
Dow, on his way to a church
meeting, noticed a little colored
boy carrying a tin horn. Dow em-
ployed the boy to climb an elm
in the church yard and to remain
‘absolutely still until that part
of the sermon where Mr. Dow
would exclaim, “Blow, Gabriel!”

At this juncture, the boy was
to put full force on the horn. Dur-
ing a ‘“fierce” sermon on the sub-
ject of the resurrection and the
Day of Judgment, Mr. Dow final-
ly reached his climax.

He described the Angel Gabriel
as standing with one foot on the
sea and one on the land, his long
silver trumpet in his hand. “Blow,
Gabriel,” shouted Mr. Dow, aid
was instantly obeyed,

An indescribable scene follow-

; the congregation fell on the

I

“If a little boy ecan strike such
terror into your hearts,” he shout-
ed, “what will you do when the
great day really comes?”

ote: The above account was
taken from the book, The Eastern
Shore of Maryland and Virginia,
by Charles B. Clark, published in
1950.)

h vessel in 1820 that was wrecked off the coast with |

RIGHT-HAND DELIVE TRUCK — one of
the first trucks appearing on the streets of
Pocomoke city was this open-air runabout be-
longing to Eagle Mills. The firm name appears
above the spread eagle, and below, “Flour,
Feed, Ete. From Mill To Consumer.”

— Picture from Worcester Denjocrat File.
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ern Shove and Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore and Virginia. On ‘ s shov
% A. Pier and Luna Park, Onancock, Va. Until the advent of modern high-

dt the B. C

tems in the 1920’s river boats were of great importance in the

and for transportation. —Photo courtesy Mrs. Maurice Henderson

i Postage Cost A Lot

In Earlier Days
Of Postal Service

Postage on a letter sent from
| Pocomoke City to New Orleans,
i La., costs 3 cents. Once such a
letter cost 25 cents or 75 cents
to mail.

A letter sent by regular mail
from Pocomoke to New Orleans
would cost 25 cents while the rate
would jump to 75 cents if the let-
ter was sent by a “flying post,”
express mail system.

As the late Rev. James Murray
states in his “Hi v of Pocomoke

postage was regulated “by
stance a letter had to go.”
First Mail “Route”

In his book Mr. Murray deserib-

3;11‘9315119; the waterways of the Ea

oinia. On

2siof Pocomoke
ystem, telling of

 es his earlysm
City’s postal

the first “route” known. In those!

very early 1800’s there was no reg-
| ular service, Mr. Murray says.
“It (the mail) was transmitted by
individual ecitizens when they would
go to Snow Hill, on business, on
public days.”

| Michael Murr the pastor’s
father, served as the postmaster
for Pocomoke City, then known as
New Town, for seven vears after
he took over about 1820. He .took
cave of his duties with the help
of his sons, who often were sent
by horseback or cance to Snow
Hill to feteh the mail.

Mail in those days was very
small in quantity since few news-
papers were distributed by mail
and postage was expensive. A let-
ter sent from Pocomoke City to
Baltimore cost 10 cents, and
| double that amount if the letter
| was over a half ounce-

List Postmasters
In the “History of Pocomoke

this old post card she is shown

shipping of

?liam H. S. Merrill and James 11.
| Vincent.. g
In“those days the mail in New
iTOWJl was semi-weekly and the
| postmaster received a $80 a
year for his services. It was about
1863 that the postoffice hecame a
salaried position.

The postmaster was required to
keep a correct account all mail
lg.';oing; through the offi during
the last quarter of t} g
lreturn it to the U. S
| Department in  Washin
lsal. vas based upon
|

centage allowed him on
matter ‘going through

that quarter for two

come. Thus the salary

every two years.

It wasn't until about 1850 that
the mail came to Pocormoke City
weekly. By 1880 it w riving
three times a day, = shortly
afterwards increased to four. Also,
by 1880 the postoffice ioh netted
the postmaster a salary of $760,
adding to the political struggle to
i obtain the positior.,

City,” Mr. Murray lists the post-!

masters from 1820 to 1882. Follow-
ing Michael Murray were Thomas
Brittingham, John Burnett, Dr.
James B. Horsey, John S. Steven-
son, Dr. Joseph L. Adreon, Wil-
liam J. S. Clarke, William H. T,

Clarvoe, C. C. Lloyd, James Mur-
ray, Dr. John T. B. McMaster, Wil-

People Of Early
Pocomoke Dressed
In Simple Garb -

The Quakers of the “Pocomole .

| area and others settled"in' Mayy/
| land dressed very plainly“and with- -

out ornaments. Hg ‘ever,  the
women used lovely cloth for their
dresses, X 4

Puritans at the time of * their
arrival in Maryland dressed simp-
ly, too, but soon due to their power
as head of the government at An-
napolis they dressed in greaf
splendor.

Flashy Servants

The servants of the great fami-
lies were dressed with great style
and with many flashy ornaments
and, of course, they wore wips,
Callimance jackets with long
sleeves were popular as were quilt-
ed coats, sprigged linen gowns,
shifts and dice-yarn  stoe ngs.
Wigs, of course, were worn by
all classes. T

America’s oldest newspaper, the
famous Maryland Gazette of An-
napolis, describes a lady’s ward-
robe of early Maryland‘ as con-
sisting of “a black silk petticoat,
with a red and white calico border,
cherry colored stays, trimmed
with blue and silver; a red and
dove-colored gown, flowered with
large trees; a yellow satin apron,
elegantly trimmed; a muslin head-
dress with lace ruffles; and a
spotted hood or ‘capuchin’.”

Color In The Cheeks

The ladies never spoke of usino
makeup but many “rubbed their
cheeks with mullen leaf to Zive it
a bright color.” Special attention
was given to hairdo ofthe lad-
ies and often French hairdressers
were imported and were wail paid.
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ADVERTISER. -

Valuable Real Estate for Sale.
Y wirture of & decres of the Orphsns Cougtul’
Somerset County, the subsoriber will ex-
So:v &t public tale, in NEWTOWN, on BATUR-
| DAY the 20th of Jnly next, at'tho hour of two
o'clock P.M,, all of the real e

2on, deceased.
lzt. All of that tract of land situnted just below
Newtown, on the bank of the Pocomoke, known s
tho“Whealton lot,"” containing 4 Bares, mors or less.
2d. Allof that tract of Isnd known aa the “Hen-
deraon lot,” ndjoining and below the above men-
tioned lot, and located directly on said river, con-
taining thirty-three scres more or leas.
Each of these tracts of land has n good house
upon it, and'ia otherwise well improved.

Trrus,—$200 cash, and the balance in two equal

Trustee.
‘s

installments with jnterest, in ope and two years
secured by the bonds of the purchaser with seeuri-
" CLEMENT STIRLING,
June 22, 1867,
Trustee's Sale of Land.
Bl’ virtue of a Decres of the Circuit Court for
Waorcester connty, in Equity, T will gell, ue
BATURDAY, July 6th, 1867, at 2 P, M.,
ell of the real estate of which Samuel P. Ellis
died, eeized nnd possessed, consisting of thres
2ud lots situate within the corporate liwits of the
village of NewfoWh, to wit: -
“The first troct or p‘nfckl of land, knawn as the
)y

ty to beapproved by the Trustee,

Trustee, at Allen's Hotel, in Newtown, on

several FARMS near Newtown, and two houses
“Josso Powell Farm M “whereon Thomas Dawson

l| pow resides, 2d. The farm known ns the “Swamp

Ferm,” formerly owned by Jesse Powell, contain-
ing sbout one hundred and twenty acres, more or
lose. 5. The farm known as the “Whittington
‘Farm,” which adjoins the two first above named
farme, whereon Levin Powell now resides, con-
tainins about 160 aeres, more or less.

The buildings on the first farm are ah old fash.
lomed brick residence, and other suit: -hop-
828 in tolerable rej On the seco rm, the-
buildings are frame, end equal in structure ang
Tepeir to ordinary farm houses. Tho buildings on
the third farm are n frame residence, o portion of
which is new, with other o ouses in fair repaic.
The fourth is & house and lot in Newtown, situate
on the corner of Market and Fourth strects, and at

resent occupied by Levin J. M. P. Broadwater,
S5q. The dwelling is spacious and commodious,
snd in good rep The fifth is & house and lot
on Fourth street, and now occopied by Mr. R. H.
Pennewell.  The dwelling is small but neat snd
comfurtable, and convenient to the Lusiness part
of the town

Terma of Sale.—Threo Hundred and Twenty-
Fivp Dollars cash in hand, ta be proporticpally
divided among tho difforent purehasure, will be
required, and the residoe will be mpon & eredit
of nine months and eightoen: months,in equal
instullments, to he xecured by the Notes'of the
purchaser. hearing interest from the dlay of sale,
with suretics to be approved of by the Trustes.

E. K WILSON, Truater.

Jene 15, 1867

Trustee’s Sals of Land.
V vartiie of aDeeree af the Oirenit Conrt for
Worcester county, in Equily, I will sell, uy
Urustee, at Allen's Hotel, in Newtown, on
SATURDAY, July 6th, 1867, at 2 P. M.,
all that FARM whikh furmerly belonged to Little-
ton T. Harria, degeused, and on which Gideon
Mason now residef.

This Farm. is gitunted zhout, four miles from
Newtown, conteinis two huandred and ten and o
half acres of tand, more or lesz, and is woll ndapt-
ed to the growth fof' Fruit, Vegetahles and the
Cereals. The buildinge arc in bad repair, butwith
a little outlay can be mude very comfnriable.—
Pleare view the precaises before the day of sale.
wellermpuf-Sate==0pe-Huodred: Dolhirs: cashrin
hand will be required, and the residee will be upon
a credit of ozo and two years in equelinstaliments,
to be secured by the Notes of the purchaser, bear-
ing interest from the day of sale, with surelies to
be approved of by the Trustee.

J. R. FRANKLIN, Trustee

June 15, 1567 31

WILSON, BAYNE & ADAMS,

Commission Merchants,
No. 6, Barre Street,
(Three Doore from Light street,}
BALTIMORE, MD

L. D. Wilson, ofi Worcester county, Md.,

{iev, C. D. Boyne, formerly of Accomac connty, Va.,
Wm. T. Adams, of Somerset county, Md

Baltimore, Sept. 19, 1860 o

SANDS & CO.,

Commission & Wholesale Deslera in

| Tobacco, Snuff & Cigars,

No. 7O, EXCHANGE PLACE,

. BALLIET

BALLIET & SCOTT,

[Succeszors to
RODMAN CARTER & CO.,)

Produce Commission Merchants,
No. 35, Houth Water Mtreet,

(P. 0. Box, 63.) Phﬂadelp}ua.

Liberal CASII udvances when required.
Returns made on the dby of sale,
° 1y

May 25. 18

WITIT

CEQ. P. THOMAS & CO.,

o of Josish B. M |

THE NEWTOWN GAZE

TTE AND

RICHARD WOOD,
[October 13, 1866.

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
RY GOODS,
No. 309, Market street,
PHILADELPHIA.
BENJAMIN V. MARSH,
SAMUEL P. GODWIN, ,

NRY HENDERSON,

I

Ween, MARSH & HAYWARD,

LEWIS D. HAYWARD,

HOBERT M. MITCHELY, EDMUSP I ZANE.

MITCHELL & ZANE

WHOLESALE GROCERS,

GENERAL ('0,‘;.‘;-';-:5';0? MERCIANTS,
; ; AND DEALERS IN—
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC LIQUORS,
55 South Calvert st.,
" BALTIMORE, MD

December 15, 1806, o

GEORGE R COFFROTH & CO.,

"Comunistion & Wholesale Dealers in

Tobacco, Snuff & Cigars,

No. 350, Baltimore street;
(Socond Door West of Howard st.,)
1ys BALTI

JOSEPH 3. RIS ALFRED J, CRE!

RISLEY & CREIGHTON,

—Shigggs and Commission

FLOELANTS,

R D —
IMPORTERS OF WEST INDIA PRODUCE,
110 Tast Bay,
Corner of Accommodation Wharf,
= CHARLESTCN. S, C.
ONSTGENMENTS of Veseels and Cargoes scli-
cited. Charte igh
Allorders for Cattan, Naval Stores, P
Tumber promptly filled [Oct. 20,'66..1y%

LEONARD PASSANO & SONS,
DBAkBRE LN s
NOTIONS, FANCY GOODS,
HOSIERY, GLOVES,
TRIMMINGS and
SMALL WARES,
268 West Baltimore st.,
BALTIMORE, MD.,
Respectfnlly invite the attention of dealers to

their stock of the ebove Goods, which is maintain-
ed complute thronghout the year
1866

Oetobe 4
S STEEVAN &.COh "%

IN DRY GOODS,
“No. 279, Baltimore street,

(Between Hanover and Sharp ste,,)
EEP a Targe Stock always on hand,and offer
great inducements to CASH and PROMPT
buyera. [October 13, 1808,
C. B. ROGERS,
IN CLOVER, TIMOTHY, ORCIIARD,
RD GR & GARDEN SEEDS.

Tarket st., Philadelphia.

iven to urdirs by m
N.® ROLAND
Sash, Door, Blil
RANCH HOUSE
SASH ¥
NORTH-EAST COR
PRAT .
BALTIMORE, MD.
WE HAVE CONSTANTLY IN STORE
An Extensive stock of
BUILDING MATERIALS,

L and Children's latest Styles knd Pattorns,

IMPORTERS & JOBRERS.

in

Come Ladies, One and All!

—T0 TH R ———

New Pattern, Miltinery, Trirmming
and Stamping Depot,

Where You Can Get Everything Nice
the Faney Goods Line.

Mrs. U. B.m:Henderson

FORME kor pu-
Terous patrons
and the public gener-
ally thatshe hes remo-
ved to the mew store
 bouse on Market st.,
# which she lately pur.
chased of Mr, W, 8. ¢,
Polk, where, in addi-
tion to her heretofore
7 E unsurpassed selection
of RICH wnd FANCY “0UDS, ghe gy opencd a
branch of My, DEMOREST'S
French Pattern Store,

and willconstantly keep a Inrge Belcotion of Ladies

She aiso hne o first class DRESS MAKER, jmat
from the City, and is pre; d to CUT, FIT and
MAKE TDire: Cloaks, nppers, &e., &c., in
the highest stvlo of the art, and at short pot
- She also offers a superior stook of Millinep
Trimming Guods generallythe Largestand Most
Perfect zelection ol Fancy Goods ever offered in
Newtown  All areinvited to enll and examine her
stack, and get the first in Fashion and Chenpest in
Price!  Rer terms are Cash or Countrv Produce,
and her motty, “Quick sales and smull profity

% 1a

' BACON, COLLINS & O,
Produce and Commission
408 South Wharves, .
PHILADELPHIA, Pa

RE
PURNELL & O
W. J. 5. CLARKE t §
W. B. THOMAS, Phi!tin?l in
f".\l\'{‘f% A. GODWIN, *hiladelphia.
J. W KNOWLS, Bakimare; Ml
THOS. D QUINCY!Bpston. &
Ex-Governor WM H ROSS, Seaford, Del
A. BARRETT, Ne¥ York
8ept. 29, '66.-Ty* Bicox. Corvivs & Co

REAL ESTATE AGENCY,
W. 8. DICKINSON,
- NEWTOWN, ND.,

IVES particularnttention to selling and huy-

ing Real Estate—whather Farms or Town
Property. Those wishing to scll or buy, will find
it to their advdntage to confer with him  (lom-
munications and conrersation confidental

Newtown, September 29, 1846

C. W. B. h_flarshali,
REAL ESTATE AGENT,

NEWTOWN, MD
AVING associated himself with Charles T
Mgrshall & Co,, real estate Agents uf Prin
cess Anne, and with other Agencies throughont
U Nerthy =l icestivopropteriia oPalriiods for |
sale. This firm has wads nusierous and heayy
sales in Somerset county, aud has now established
connectiond by whioh they secure & coastant sup-
ply of eustomers.  Partice Adesiriug to sell should
npply to me personally in Newtown, or write for |
Llaok contract. Writlen contracts, in all cases,
indiepensable ” A Max 4, 1867,

Union & Mansion Pottery Works.

CROXALL & CARTWRIGHT,
MAKUPACTUREST OF
Roclangham, Yellow & Variegated Queens
and Egyptian Black Ware,

EAST-LIVERPOOL, OHIO

Orders from merchunts of Newtown, o1 from
any point on the Eastern Bhore of Murylund and
Virginia, accompanicd with satisfactory referen
ces promptly attended to W J 8 CrLanke & Sox,
of Newtown, are our authorized Agents. through
whom purchascs can be made As good terms as
at the counting-rovwm of the wanufuctory  Pack
ages of assorted ware constantly on hands
ready dr shipmont. [Sep 200 b7

EUGENE D. TINGLE,

ATTORNEY AT LA W,

SNOW HILL, MD
S All business entrusted to his care will re.

ceive prompt attention “[jr:72_ll. 06

HIGHLY IMPORTANT

ISRAEL & CO. PHOTOGRAPHERS,

125 West Baltimore st,

sy

Advertis Ng
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(€= RERICP Mo p R 2 PR L4555 P
No. 68, South Calvert street,
(Third Door above Prate street,)

TPVUE und

Thomas W {lal),
MCapt W F VE

ENPORIUNL OF PASHON

Mrs. A.J. Clarke,

DEALES IN
BONNETS,
BONNET TRIMMING, .
AND PLAIN AND FANCY
DRESS TRIMMINGS,
Market Street, NEWTOWN, Md
LL SOOX re.
ceive from Tal
timore, and be open.
ing her Spring assort.
ment of goods st her
tuhlishwent,
Newtown,—the *
porium of Fashiw
the largest, most -
fonahle and degided
the best selected stock
¢ry GOODS and Dress trimmings ever
opened in Newtown, and: the Richest and most
Custly ever braught fu the country  Her stock will
be eelected by hereell in person, Tram the Richest
and gayest Extablishments in Bultymare, and sheis
now. pezpadred, with ber rich apd varied assori.
nient of Gands, to furnish her numerous customers
and the el-wearing community generally,
with a cin her line, ns Cheap as Fashion.
able.as Gai pimmed. and vl ax 1
ax any Extublishinent vig g syil ativg
L-hm. ur on Baltimordiqract Yltimore,
as. 10 wddition th her 1% und gorgeous stock of
Mitlnery Goods, ' Tl vurqis of the et and mast
experienced Donnet Makers and Trimmers on the
Eastorn Bhore,  In fact, for neatness, taste nnd
display, thaie ability in these particularscannot be
excelled witside the Fashionablo Millinery Estah.
lighinvnt of New York or Paris
#re. Clarkedeems it unnecessary to attempt to
Particularize her present assortment, as there is
Botar article in the whole scopo of Millingey Ga s,
but what may be id in her astablishfent, from
theri SILIS and VELYETS 1o the
most ordinary fabrics;and (rom the ot mury
trimming to the rich and gorgeous FLU and
her DRESS TRIMMINGS arc thelinest and best
of any of the Eastern To all of which she
maat respectfully invites the attention of the LA-
DIES of Newtown end vicinity, and those of the
edjoining countics of Maryknd end Virginia

257 CASH or Country Produce taken
in payment of all unsettled claims.—
Those indebted will please give special
attention to this postseript.

March 30, "67 ] A. J CLARKE

GARDEN TRUCK AND FRUIT.

A. D. EGERTON & CO.,
No. 174, Pratt street,
(Adjoining the “Malthy House,”)
BALTIMORE, Mp

gned, ha
BUBINESS STANDS in the city, convenient
to all the Landings, and being in" daily attend.
ance at the Steamboats, offer their services for the
sale aad quick return of
Garden Prodace Generally
butareparticularly for early GARDEN TRUCK,
‘RU . This rapidly incressing and mo:
adebag Lven, undit w e short ik,
wastly ehtrusted to the Huc T8 Of oureity,
whose ligaited knowledge of business. and othér
causer, has not given that satisfaction to Broducers
# s ed fiom a regular Comm ,
Our practice for the Inst two years of prowmp
daily retura of Agcount Sales, Remittances, de.,
has given gencral satisfagtion.and procured for. us
8 large increase of business  Should you feel dis-
posed 1o ehip to this Market, we nre fied that
we can procure the HIGHEST PRICES, and give
such satisfaction as will secure your Approval
WE REAPECTFULLY REFER TO'
P Gibson, Egq., Cach. Nut Bankof Baltimare
Burne & Sloan, Lumber Dealers, Bal
R Wilson Carr & Co, Druggists, Baltimore,
James Eason, Exq , Charleston, S C.
Gen R.B.Vance, Ashville, N C.
Dr T N Mere i
L A Lee, Fay : ¥
A A McCullough, Norfolk, Va.,
F A Tull, Pitis* Wharf Accomac county,
Dr George A Dennis, Somereet county, M
Clayton Wright, Queen Anns county
7 “

James Tilghman,

€ W B Mitchell, Esq.
Hon John A Preston, |

Queenstown,
rford.county,
“ “

A, eamer ‘‘Massachusetts,’
Capt W E TIMM( steameor “Cambridge
A D EGERTON & CO, 174 Pratt ar,,

May 18.'67 -3m) BALTIMORE, MD

EAMER

* 1st day of April,
It freight and pas-
"Wa E. Tiumoxs,
or Baltimore every
marning at 4 o'clk,
- = e Pocomoke, to wit:
NEWTOWN,
YEHOBOTH,
PITTS' WIHAREF,
SHELL TO

ng one of the very BEST |

Lloyd’s lCOlllIi’l_I;-—

C. Lrrovo dealer

o in Drugs, Pat.

b out Medicines, Perfu-
mery, Soaps, PANCY

= Goods, Jewelry, Plated

Lookiog

Books. Stationery of

wll kinde, Pocket and

Tuble Cutlery, Lampe,

Puints, 0ils. Window
Glass, Dye Stuffs, &e. Garden snd Grass Sceds,
Tobaceo, Cigars, Pipes, &e,, &e., respectfully in
form his friends and the public generally that he
has refitted and enlarged his store rooiss since tho
fire and mude ndditions to his steck—rendering it
the most complete in Nowtown All 10 need of
goods in his line are invited tv call hofore purcha-
sing elscwhere, us he feels confident that be Jun
plesse them in both I'riceand Quality

ORTH Caruling Tar,
Millet und: Clov.
andreth’s Garden Se
White anid Red Onion Scte, Iens, Beans, Adun
Early Corn anid Sturwell » Lygrgreun Cern 1o sture
and for sule by 0 LY D

I oDy e
BOOKS FOR TUE TIMLS

.. TODD'S Young Farmer's Manudl, Downinge

Cruit and Fruit Trees of Amcries, Larry - Fruit

Gurden Our Farm of Four Acres, Faller's Straw

berry Culturist. Onions—how to ratse them profit |

ably, &e. tur eale by C ¢ LLuAD

TOILETT
Patebouly, Musk & other
Extracts,
Tally Wiate
Mean Fun,
Toulet Powder,

FOIt THE
Hall's Sierlliun Har Re-
new

Waods Ilair Restorative

apuerous,

Jayne's Hair '

Mr=s Allen‘s
atorer,

Buroett's Cocwine,

Junes and-Juyne's Haer
Dyes,

Night Blooming Cereus,

Jocky Club, Soap,

White Pond Lilly, O1d Castile Fmr

On bond apd for sale by C C LLGYD

R. 0 PHELPS BROWN'S Magic A
Aracian Balsam and renovating
sale by the Agent, at reduced prices, who is also
agent for Dv. Jaynes' preparation.
C. C. LLOYD, Agent
ALSO: An assortment of Wistenholme, Rodgers,
and Wade & Butcher's Rafors, Knives, Scissors
and Shears, on band and for sale by
March 30, 1867 C. C LLOYD

T received, per

Adaws' Express Com

la pany,n e ol “Prus.

sian Smooth Bure Muskets,” ‘with ‘barrels: three

feet and five inches long, tocks made of Beech

wond, brass mountings, pereussion locks, steel

1amrods and trinngular Lagonets  Theseare most

excellent shot guns, will stand the heaviest charge
aud have an extra screw for eleaning, ele

PRICE, ONLY FIVE DOLLARS.
April 13, '67 0y D

AGISTRY BLANKS.
Sumiions for Delit; Fi Fa, ¥ I
alter Supersedure; Attachment on Judgment, Sciert
Facias; Bills of Sales; Stats Warrants; Constables
Sales, ke, &e, on hand and for sals by
[

v's Dental Creaw,
\ an Buskirk's Soradout,
Rugia's Honoy Soup,
Woraley's Honey Soap,
Low & Brown's Windsor

LLOYD -

crab Brushes,

OT White Wash Brusbes
Imperial Knife Brick. &e, just received
and for sule by ~ (May4'67) % € C LLOYD

LARD OTL, Wain 0il Sporms 011, Neats Foot

0il, 10il. Natural Oil, Copal Varnish,

Spirits of Tarpentine, Benzine, Lewis' Lead and

f Redwaod, and Suponafire, 1n «tore nnd for
5, " T ¢ LLOYD

E BLADE”
A Sewing Ripper, Letter Opener a Blat
Eraser, Paper Cutter, elc.. cte., for sale by
Nowtown, April ¢ ¢ LLOYD

sale by

4 Letter Taper,
Tilden and F wato, Lima and
b

Burter Deax
6

L) ile Elcetu-
. kland » !"ilr Satve: and Dr
Betton’s Pile Salve, for sale by
Apnl 20, 1846.] ¢ € LLOYD

AIRD'S Bloom of Youth; London Hair Color
Restorer; Hall's Sicilian Huir Westorer, &o,
ancw supply received this doy and for eale by
May 4, 1864.[ € ¢ LLOYD

4'.\' additional supply of Tailet articles, such ns
oy Honey, Glycerine, Brown Windsor, Millo-
tlour, Boquet soaps, Extracts Night Blooming Ce:
Patchyely, Musk, Sweet Oppumnyx, Persian
Laires Bloom of Youth, Cologucs, Pomades,
e, Just recewved ol C C LLOYD'S
1

CEIVED n new supply of
Bummer and Winter Tu
and for sale hy
June 22, 1867 ]

Q PEAR'S FRUIT PIES
S

__forsale by [Junc 22,

Rutahag

1 secd. in store
LILOYD,
Druggi




of Foreign Wars, Post 8622, are (left
el Mazzo, President Nelda Maddox,

orence

Mariner, Mildred Townsend,

br, Post Commander E. L. Fleming.
e Coons, Marie B. Darby, Dorothy

ternational

1952; Building

e For The Aged

ig| taken in rvecently, with a

|

[

ing secretary; Mrs. Polk,
treasurer.

In the first year of service, on
June 17, 1952, the . club unani-
mously endorsed; as their projeet,
a Home for the Aged in Pocomoke
City.

In June, 1953, Miss Young( clas-
sification, editor) was elected
president, serving with Mrs. Hall,
vice-president; Mrs. Coleburn, re-
cording secretary; Mrs. Baylis,
corvesponding secretary; and Miss
Medeline Ross, treasurer.

and

(classification, principal elemen-
tary school) was named president,
serving with Mrs. Baylis, vice-
. president; Mrs. Winfred Small,
recording secretary; Mrs. Kirby,
corresponding seeretary; Miss
Madeline Ross, treasurer; and Mrs.
Hall, chaplain.

Several new meémbers have been
total
membership of 31 ifm April, 1955
The elub meets onee a month.

During the three short years
the club has beem in existence,
members have incorporated under
the mante Havtley Hall (Home for

the Aged), and have purchased

the Stevens home on Market St.
At the present members are-in
the midst of converting' tire house

| intor a. Hiomre for the Aged to serve
Worcester and Somerset Counties ||

m Maryland, and Accomack and
Northatupton: Counties in Virgin-

On April 15, 1955, the Soropti-
mist International sponsored’ the

| organization of the Venture Club |
| in Pocomoke City. This club: receiv-
| ed its charter with a membership
‘iof 11 young business women:

Establishing the Home for the
Aged has beecome a tremendous
project, but much. headway has
been made im the three years of

| the club. Work on remedeling the

interior of the home is going’ for-
ward at a rapid pace.

In order to finance the project
many benefits have been held and
substantial donations have been

made by ovganizations and indi-
viduals. e

All' efforts of the club will be
directed toward financing the wo

In June, 1954, Miss Annie Ross

the eharter T .

Several of the former members now
belong to the newly-organized Junior
Homemakers Club.

The Junior organization was form-
ed in January, 1954, for homemakers
who found it difficult to attend the
afternoon meeting time of the origin-
al club. For the past year this group,
including about 23 members, meets
evenings and follows a program sim-
ilar to the Senior Club.

The Senior TTomemaker Club meets
the second Monday of each month in
the afternoon, Meetings are leld at
members' homes, where demonstra
tions offer women up-to-date methods
of housekeeping,

Special demonstrations during the
last few months have inclided alu-
minum etehing, basketry, and slip cov-
er sewing,

Officers who served during {he first
year of the club’s history inelnde Mrs.

Pilehard, vice president; Mrs. Ralph
Jenking, secrvetary; and Mrs, Harold
Talley, treasurer.

Present officers of the Senior Club
inclade Mrs. Willard Richardson, pres-
ident; Mrs. Randall Mason, viee
president; Mrs. Henry Lambertson,
secretary; and Mrs. Henry Walters,
treasurer.

Officers of the Junior Homemakers
Club, at ity beginning were Mry, Mal-
ealm  C'ox, president; Mrs.
Jr., vice president; Mrx
Halph Jenkins, secretary, and Aliss
Mary Menderson. treasurer, ;

Present officers of the Junior Clab
are Mrs, Murvio Scott,. president;
Mre, Burnes, vice president; Mrs, Leon
Weidema, secretary, and Miss Hender-
son, secretary.

Barnes,

The anti-cigarette bill wasz re-
ported favorably im the Senate, but
it will meet ‘with strong opposi-
tiom ‘im the ‘House. — Ledger-
Enterprise, February 10, 1906.

Beauchamp, president; Mrs. Herbert

Leonard’

club’s first president, serving with
Mrs. C. W. Trader, vice-president:
Mrs. Paul Llewelyn, corresponding
secretary; Mrs. Edgar Allen Hall,
recording secretary; and Mrs.
Blanche David, treasurer.

In December, 1950, the club se-
leeted its first big project — the
nlacing of shrubbery around the
then - new elementary school.

Succeeding presidents of the

First Library
Was Considered
In 1913

Ledger-Enterprise

December 13, 1913
A mass meeting of the citizens of
the town was held in the Opera House
on Triday evening' of last week to

consider what could be done towards:

securing, a lot for the old N. Y. D.
& N Railroad station, which the rail-
Rond Company has offered” to donate
to the town for a Library Building.
A Free Library Association wasg or-
ganized and a constitution adopted.
Nine directors were elected as follows:
Mayor K. James Tull, Revs. N. O.
Gibgon and W. J. MeCullough, Dr. R.
Lee Hall, Mrs. L. I'. Hall, Mrs. Edgar
Iontaine, Mrs, J. Edward Powell,
Misses Mary. B. Pusey and Miriam
Dickinson.
© Special effort will be made to in-
crease the membership at an annual

‘fee of $1°and to start'n permunent|

building fund.

It may be recalled that in a letter
to the late Col. Winchester Hall, who
was instrumental in organizing the
first Civie Society of Pocomoke;, Mr.
Andrew Carnegie promised to contri-
bute the remaining half of.any amount
decided upon for a free Library Build-
ing in Pocomoke City. .

It is hoped that our townspeople
will bhe united in an effort to secure

sxeh a building to our growing city.

TS Y arr, presuient; Mrs. |
Ames Byrd, vice-president; Mrs.
Brantley Watkins, treasurver; Mrs.
Ralph Ardis, corresponding secre-
tary; and Mrs. Harley Stevens IIT,
recording seeretary.

1 Yearly Events

‘Included in the club’s annual
events are the benefit card party
held -each October and the bene-
fit fashion show held each March.
The club also holds monthly birth-

n
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BEVERLEY IS AMONG AREA'S

BEAUTIFUL HISTORIC HOMES

Estate in Dennis Fami]_‘r For Part of the estate extends aeross the
250 Years — Ivy Hill, Hay- Gl e S o
y s large five-bay, painted hrick
ward’s LO“” NOlEWOl'th}' TﬂoFl'ivur’giun Colontal ]a(smelml the Poco-
One of the heautiful estates of the|moke three miles above its
Cocomoke Beverly, the Den-|mouth in Focomoke Sound was in the
was star around | Dennis  family for more than 250

er,
aren is

home which

i stone for Iy

The house,
brick
wings
the
portice, while on the river
interesting iron ‘erillwork

a magnificent; two-story |
strocture  with lower H(‘l'\'il'l‘.f
of frame construction has on|
limdward side 2 whi .Jumr.ml‘
side is an |
arch earry-
ing a lautern that for manv v
lighted v
the

Inside, the

at night to guide vessels on

narrow, winding streamn, |
nal hearf-pine pan- |
eling when completed by

the eraftsmen whao |

carved it with the aid of T sh pat-|

for the Dennoeh Den- |

|

\

\

\

\

ori
is as it awas
loed ]‘Ul'lmrla]\
teirns lieirs of
nis, the Trish immigrant
its construction. The river
ing room is paneled t0 the
The house
stored by the P
Mrs. Arthur Shettle,
Generations of

who sii

iIIII“
carefully
Alr.

has heen Te-

sent owiers, nld.
Dennises lie in the
family graveyard near the house. John
Dennis, to Congress at “.'),r
the five TFederalis

who went
wis one of

S \\Im
Jefferson for Pres: |

switched vofes {o
dent of the [United
the deadlock with A: Burr,

Johm Upshur (1793-1851)
whose slips enrried Pocomoke Cypress
and West Indian molasses, had ﬂm'o!
wives and 21 elildren, winning
thivd wife in eompetition with his|
eldest son; legent is that the tomb-
wond wife eame to Bev-
the same vessel with a ear
ge bought for his third.

Ofher famous old homes are May-
ward’s TLott and Ivy T, both of|f
which combine brick and \'.rmd in th(-:l
(m]silmilnn

States to hw.lk

‘omn
Dennis

his

erlev
ri
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SCHOOL DEDICATION — In the early 1920’s the above school was dedicated at Cedartown. The school accommodated students through the

seventh grade at that time. Included on the photo are Mary Pusey and Lottie Holston. Miss Pusey, who was supervisor from 1917 to 1925, died
eral years ago. Miss Holston, who taught at the Cedartown school utcl about 1927, is now teaching sixth grade at the Snow Hill Elementary

School. —Photo Courtesy County Department of Education,



GIRL SCOUTS AT CAMP — The Pocomoke City Girl Scouts were organized in 1935 and were active
here for many years. The above picture was taken in 1936 when the Scouts were attending their first
camping trip at Public Landing. Scout leaders pictured are Mrs. Mary Barnes (left) and Mrs. L. Grif-
fin Callahan (right), but the Scouts remain unidentified. Do you know any of them?

—Photo Courtesy Mrs. Callahan.




ONLY ONE MAN WAS CLEAN SHAVEN in this old photorraph of Pocomoke’s Volunteer Fire Department taken in
1900 or 1901, Most. sported mustaches or goatees.




In Pocomoke

Organized in 1923 with 15 char-
ter members, the Rotary Club of
Pocomoke City has grown to an
active group of 44 men. The club
meets each Monday at 6:15 p.m.
in the Presbyterian Social Hall.

Charter members fothe club in
clude Quince Ashburn, Colmore E.
Byrd, E. L. Bunce, Godfrey Child,
J. Milton Clogg, E. Clarke  Fon-
taine, Roger W. Lankford, R. I.
Lednum; Albert A. Parker, Henry
B. Pilchard, Norman E. Sartor-
ius, Sr.,, W. Harry Schoolfield,
Milton L. Veasey, H. Merrill Wal-
ters and William H. Walters.
Child, Lankford and Sartorius are
still active members.

Rotary International was found-
ed in 1905 in Chicago and operates
under the slogan “He profits most |
who serves best.” The club motto
is “Service above Self.” Rotarians
| this year are observing their fif-’
tieth anniversary.

There are four fields of Rotary |
activities: Club service, interna-
tional service, community service
and vocational service.

|
i

First president of the Pocomoke |

City Rotary Club. was Dr. Albert
A. Parker. Other presidents, in
order oftheir service, include Dr.
Parker, Norman- E. Sartorius, H.
Merrill Walters, Milton L. Veasey.
! Colmore E. Byrd, Quince Ashburn,
| Raymond C. Dryden, Sr., Clarenee-
B. Robertson, Godfrey Child, Ed-
gar E. Covington, = Edward J.

Clarke, James F. Dryden, George
W. Coffman, Ralph A. Ross, John
T. Smullin, Jr., Verlin C. Krabill,
Edward H. Ham, Walter Ent, R.
Harlan Robertson, B. Fuller Wal-
ters, Raymond C. Dryden, Jv., H.
Harvey Bradshaw, Joseph C: Stey-
enson, Donald J. Snyder, James
R. Tilghman, Norman E. Polk, J.
Dawson Clarke, Ted H. Ramsey,
Roger W. Lankford, James Coff-
man, Grandval B. Carter, Harri-
son M. Walters and \hlcolm G
Matthews.

Current officers, recently e]ect-
ed, include Allen T. Long, presi-
dent; Robert Breedlove, vice-pres-
1dent Julian Moore, secretary;
Phil Creath, treasurer; Malcolm
Matthews, G. D. Bull and James
Coffman, directors.




Lions Club In Pocomoke City
Active For Twenty-One Yeats

The Pocomoke City Tions Club has
Leen for 21 years, sup-
porting commumity activities and of-
fering members the congenialty of a

active here

fine men’s organization.
The club was organized

1934

Salishury

here in
under the sponsorship of the
Club.  Members of
the Salishury club assisted the
and the
Pocomoke Club O3
1034, local issued a
charter by Lions International,

include 1T1.
Bell, Miltan
Callahan,

Lious
in
(»l'
Mareh

was

planning oroaunization

and on

4
the group

Charter 1508
H.
Tugh
AR

membhers
Appleton, Nelson: R,
1. Griffin
Q. W.
Paul

I.ee

Drimer, 1
Clary,

L.

B
Dunean,
Gibson, 1

d I man . T
[
man

Crockatt, SE
Bwell, Toward C.
Hall, T. D. “Hamil-
Miles Lankford, Eugene
Matthews, James T. Noek, Nor-

128 RN S0l A ALKAGR, D). al
Rigein, Louis J. Rodbell, P. G.
Scher, A. P. Sechoolfield, Guy  W.
Snow, A. Hartlev Stevens; Jr., T.
Bryce Venable, Lieutenant Willinms
and Norris M. Young.

The first meeting place of the
Pocomoke - Clity  Lions was at the
home of Mrs. Belle Whyte, at the

| equipment
hought

[ vens,

.
site where the post office now stands:
that Mrs. Whyte
moved to brick on Second
Street the continued
to meet for a period of time. Later
they met on fhe hoat ““Gov. Emerson
. Harrington,’’ at the Pocomoke
River bridge.

Tollowine that the group met at
T. Brvee Venable Restanrant on Mar-
ket Street i nthe building now oe-

From location

0 home

where Tions

cupied by T.. €. Williams, jeweler.
When Mr. Venable discontinued his |
restaurant the Lions moved to Beth- |
any Chureh for meetings.

The elub still every
‘ at 6:30° p.m. at’ tlie
{ Chureh. There are 84 active members
the present with
honorary and at
large, totalling 91.

Newly elected T.ions officers
Stanley Lankford, Sr.,
dent; Toward Hudson, first
president: John Smullin  ITT,
ond vice president; Clarence Dunean
third viee president; Myron Smith,
secretary; Prentice Porter, treasur-
er; Robert -Scott, lion tamer; Rus-
sell White and Robert Westfall, di-
rectors.,

Fov the past eight years the TLions
(@ sponsored @ community-
wide show to raise funds
for its work. Part of the eclub’s
money buys glasses for local people
who mneed {hem buot  eannot  afford
them. This is part of
ternational eye health

In recent years the Iions pur:
chased wniforms for the Tocomoke
ITigh Sehool band, furnished sports
for the sehool and
playground
Quarters

have

Tues-
Bethany

meels
day
in organization,

one six members
in-
clude presi-
vice- |

see-

has
minstrel

high

equipment
Country

served

the Winter

Presidents  who

| club. Deginuing in 1934, include Dr.

T. Nock, Bugene P. Mat-|
Dr. Lee TIall (deceased), T;.
Bwell, J. MilJes Lankford, T.
Griffin Callahan, William T Bunt-
ing, Norris M. Young (deceased),
CGiradyv . Powell, Daniel W. Shaw,
Jr., "‘n'n,i:nnin T. Dryden, Mervin
.. Blades, Clifford M. Dryden, Wil-
J. Stevenson, Howard €. Gib-
John (. Yaggi, John IT. Ste
Trancis . Cluff, Norman C
Nock, George W. Reid, and Vaughi
Wilkinson.

James
thews,
Paul

lard

SOI11,

the Lions In-|
project. l

|




Do D Million Dollas Track

Top-Rated Track Cost $650,000

Ocean Downs ranked third among

Maryland’s three tracks’ first year
totals. The $2,246,000 total wagering
bhas been topped by only one other
track in the country — Chicago’s
Sportsmen’s Park, a mile track oper-
ating but a few miles from Chicago.
Over 200,000 fans attended the 20-
night meeting of the Worcester Coun-
ty track.

This attendance.included a *‘melt-
ing pot’’ of business men, watermen,
vacationers, farmers and ecannery
workers. The nightly bettmg handle
averaged $11 ,330.°

‘Second To None’

Horseman’s Dream

The racing strip, a
dream, did not turn out to be as fast
as was predicted although a few of
the hard going record smashers that
performed at Laurel and Rosecroft
took a crack at it.

Nora Abe and Emalou Hanover
shared the mile pacing mark of 2:06-
3/5 and American Lou and Follow
Boy each stepped off a 2:07-2/5 mile
on the trot. After a year of eondition-
ing, horsemen expect Ocean Downs to
come up with one of the fastest strips
in the nation.

horseman’s

Started In Spring Of 1947

““Beauty Spot By the™ Sea’
seribes the new track which cost
estimated $650,000. Tt is located 28
miles east of Salisbury, and about
midway between Ocean City and Ber-
lin. Many horsemen consider it ¢‘sec-
ond to none in the East.’’
The elaborate setup includes a 4,000
seat grandstand and: a large ramp
which will accommodate another
000. Also included are 480 stables,
and other structures including admin-
istration buildings, restaurant, pad-
dock, club house, and employees’ rec-
reational center.

Began in 1947
The plan for bringing Ocean Diwns

de-
an

10,

into being
the spring

hads its inception back in
of 1947 when a group of
Berlin business men — trotting fans,
all of them — went into a huddle and
agreed the lower BEastern Shore might
support such an establishment.

Among the prime movers were O.
Sheldon Chandler, head of the Berlin
Milling Company; Frederick S. Iast-
ings, Berlin Lumberman; Earl E.
Conley, Ocean City hotel operator;
Theodore E. Fletcher of Preston; Ed-
gar T. Bennett of the Red Star Motor
Coach Company, Salisbury, and Clar-
cnce W. Miles, member of a Baltimore |
law firm.

‘This group and several of their

husiness associates set up the initial
kitty of $15,000 to get the ball roll-
ing. One of the first moves was to
purehase a site. It’s the 640-acre farm
owned by Raymond Bounds which
was acquired at the reported cost of
$14,000. Then arrangements were
made to dispose of $700,000 worth
of securities to the public to under-
write the project, most of the stock
having gone to investors in the states
of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania
and New York.




Many Groups Active

Part of the growth and progress
of Pocomoke City has been the
formation of various -ecivie and
social organizations that have be-
come powerful forces in keeping
the city up-to-date both in activi-
ties and thinking.

Numerous- organizations have
been established here, many of them
dating back to the 19th century.

Perhaps the oldest still-active
group is the Crescent Masomic
Lodge, formed in 1892.‘The Vol
unteer Fire Department also dat-
es back to the 1890’s, formed
about the. year 1898.

Many other organizations have
followed, forming to aid the com-
munity through condueting drives,
sponsoring benefits and assisting
in  community-wide celebrations
and projects.

Civie clubs now located in Poco-
moke City include the Lions Club,
Kiwanis Club, Rotary Club, Junior
Chamber of Commerce, Chamber
of Commerce,” Soroptimist Inter-
national, Venture Club, Senior and
Junior Woman’s Clubs, Senior and
Junio¥ Homemaker Clubs and Boy
Beouts. Y

The Voluntzer Fire Department,
with its Auxiliary also might be
classified as a “civic” club . al-
though its services are more of
service to the community as an
active part of the city govern-
ment.

Many fraternal organizations
also are found in the community,
including the American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Benev-
olent Protective Order of FElks,
Crescent Masonic and Order of
Eastern Star and the Legion, V.-
F. W. and Elks Auxiliaries.

The city also boasts a fine social
club ‘in the organization of the
Winter Quarters Country Club, of-
fering an excellent place of amuse-
vent — an asset to any commun-

The mentioned

organizations
‘meet regularly 'in the city to con-
duct business meetings, plan proj-
ects and activities and enjoy a
congenial atmosphere of neighbor-

liness. .

Projects of the several groups
include promoting - the communi-
ty through public participation
events, assisting the needy of the
area and offering both entertain-
ment and education about worthy
causes to the public.

One club supports an eye health
program, ,another is interested in
mental health, and other clubs see
that youth are guided in the right
direction.

A few of the clubs are small,
with less than 30 members; some
of the clubs boast membership
reaching toward 200. However,
all of 'the organizations firmly
support the idea that quality of
membership is more important
than numbers — and that is the
goal of each’ group.

While the ® larger groups are
able to take on larger .projects,
the smaller groups back many of
the necessary projects that can be
handled by a few people. With a
nucleus of a small, active group,
many projects have been success-
fully supported for the better-

ment of the community at large.

Here Through Years

In this section of the Worcester
Democrat’s 75th Anniversary
Edition will be found numerous
stories and pictures giving the de-
tails of the work of the various or-
ganizations. ' i

Membership and leading meni-
bers throughout the years also are
mentioned so that the reader may
know who: has been instrumental
in the furthering of the club.

‘One of the organizations not men-
wonea separately is the Pocomolke.
Public Library, Inc., since it serve-
es the community and is support--
ed by the community. ]

The library was organized i
1930 through the efforts of the
Pocomoke City Woman’s Club. It
is a separate organization man-~
aged by a hoard of directors and
operated under its own by-laws-

Mrs. William H. Schoolfield, li-
brarian here for 13 “years, has been
one of the prominent library sup-
porters. She resigned her position
last year and was replaced by Mrs.
J. Powell Eaton, present.librarian.

The purpose of the library, ac
cording to the constitution and by-
laws, is to “advance education:
to promote in Pocomoke City a
library for the benefit of the peo-
ple of the town and vicinity and
to eventually establish a “Free
Library.”

Present library officers are Mrs.
Mildred Brittingham, president;
Mrss William H. Schoolfield, vice-
president; Mrs. W.. Sidney
ens, | recording secretary; Clarence
Flaming, corresponding secretary;
Mrs L. Paul Ewell, treasurer.

First president of the library
boayd was Mrs. R. Lee Hall, who
now, resides in Baltimore.

One of the most progressive
charitable organizations of the
city was the Inasmuch Circle of
King’s Daughters. This group dis-
banded last vear after more than.
a half-century of service to the
community.

The group worked quietly in Po-
comoke City since the turn of the
century, avoiding publicity of their
good works. The women sought
out needy persons and rendered
both spiritual and finanecial aid.
Their only source of income was
the Thanksgiving offerings of the
area churches and volunteer dona-
tions.

Another organization that has
disappeared.from the community is
the Girl Scouts. Organized in 1935,
the girls were active here until
about a year ago when the last
Girl Scout troop broke up.

Scouting now is limited to Boy
Scouts and Cub Scouts, supported
by some of the city’s youth leaders.

Separate church organizations
are not included in this section
since almost all churches carry on
their - own charitable | projects
through individual |, groups. Pur-
pose of the groups — to aid one’s
fellowman is undertaken by
many of the active church lay-
men. '

Each of the organizations named
is an asset to the community and
is demonstrated by the growth in
membership and import in Poco-
moke City. This community can be
very proud of its active organi-
zations.

Vo
DLev-




Home Demonstration Agent Had Hectic Times In
Early Days of Work in Worcester County

“Woman Who Teaches
Canning” Began
Here In 1918

Early days of the county home
demonstration program here were
hectic ones, with skepticism, bad
roads and long working hours to
avercome. i

Demonstration work really had
its beginning in the summer of
1917 when a person was hired
during the summegr months to give
canning demonstrations.

First Home Agent

In Mareh, 1918, Miss Luecy J.
Walter came to Worcester County
as the first full-time Home Dem-
onstratien Agent, and she im-
mediately was labeled the “woman
who teaches canning.”

The one county woman’s organi-
zation, known as the County Wom-
an’s Club had as its leader Miss
Rozelle Handy who had been in-
terested in developing civie work
among rural folk. Through the
members of the organization, rep-
resenting all sections of the coun-
ty, the club gave Miss Walter op-
portunities to carry demonstrations
to different sections of the coun-
try.

Those. were pioneer days. Roads
seemed all sand or mud and were
difficult to travel over.

The demonstration agent had no
car and no knowledge of driving.
Four towns could be reached by
train, which usually meant a day
for one meeting, spending the night
to get a return train. And there
were occasional busses.

County Superintendent
Schools E. W. DMcMaster and
School Supervisor Miss Mary
Pusey made it possible for Miss
Walter to visit schools with them,
as much of the 4-H work was
carried on through schools.

Stuck In Sand

On one occasion several county
schools had been visited. On - the
return trip the car was stuck in
the sand and it was necessary to
remain all night on a little-used
road waiting for help to arrive.

In the fall of 1918 the first car
was bought and those were hectic
days learning to drive and avoid-
ing spending move time in the
sand and mud than doing exten-|
sion programs, recalls Miss Walter, |

Through the summer extensive
canning and warfime cookery were
demonstrated and from these con-
tacts home visits developed. The|
acquaintance of the family was
made and so 4-H work began.

In 1920 the first 4-H camp was|
held. Through the courtesy of)|
Clerk of Court Oliver Colling 4-H |
girls were offered use of a cot-
taae al Ocean City for one week.
This work grew with demonstra-|
tions in projects of food, cloth-

of

ing, poultry, canning and gardens.
" Through the next five year
period, 1923 to 1927, work was car-
ried on by 10 adult clubs. Mem-
bers. were taught millinery, mak-
ing of dress forms, sewing, hous-
ing, furnishing, landscaping, nu-
trition and the care of poultry
flocks.
Begin Club Leaders

Through this period was the be-
ginning of the local club leader,
and tours were held to show re-
sults of work carried on to im-
prove the home and make it more
convenient.

Interesting  figures illustrate
that home building; in 1927 was
very different from the present.
An eight room house with two
baths, including all material, labor
and furnishings, could be had for
about $6,5565. Today the figure
would be more than double this
amount. Club members were be-
coming conscious that convenience
offered by water, lights and ar-
rangements were good investments.

Poultry-was an important home
project and much time was given
to creating better poultry practic-
es. Beauty inside and outside the
home was recognized as a necess-
ity in home life, and furnishings
and landscaping received special
recognition.

Imortance o f nutrition was
stressed and many were reached
through clinics held in cooperation
with the county Health Deartment.
Schools began the hot lunch pro-
gram, serving hot drinks and soup
with the home-packed cold lunch-
es

This also was a period when

community shows prevailed and
large exhibits demonstrated results
of farm and home demonstrators.
County and home. demonstration
agents spent considerable time on,
creditable exhibits at Berlin and
Snow Hill.

The first rural women's short
course was held at College Park
in 1923, with four delezates at-
tending from Worcester County.

Win First Place

Another highlight was the cele-
bration held at Annapolis in con-
nection with the building of the
Severn River bridge. Each county
was represented by a float, wiifh
county and home demonstration
agents chairmen oft the Worcester
County committee. This county re-
ceived first recognition.

The ecritical financial crisis of
the early 1930's created many
home problems. Women were con-
cerned about ways to help through
the depression years. People be-
came budget-minded and budget
demonstrations were provided by
the extension department.

To divert the thinking on revers-

es, programs in music and flowers
were developed and a county chorus
was organized.

Local meetings of the Farm
Bureau decreased and new ‘home
groups were formed. The three low-
er Shore counties combined their
fall meetings and held their Tri-
County meeting, which was the
event of the year.

In Relief Work

The mattress making project was
conducted entirely with persons on
velief. The agent found it neces-
sary to do much of the hard work
in order to teach others. However,
Miss Walter considered it worth-
while and provided comfortable
beds to many laborers.

In 1945 this active woman ve-
tired from the extension service.
Her work was not always smooth
running, but she met the many
problems in her career with a calm,
sympathetic manner.

Miss Cynthia Ann MaclIntyre
served the county from Septem-
ber, 1945, to July, 1947. There was
little change in the method of
carrying on the work. She return-
ed to New Jersey for similar work
in her own county.

No appointment was made until
April 15, 1949, when Miss Anne
A. Hilger took over. She served
until August 11, 1949, when she
took over duties of homemaking
on a farm.

Until 1949 most of the work
had been carried on with women
possibly 35 to 65 years of age.
Miss Hilger started some new
clubs among young married groups
who seemed anxious to learn movre
about foods, clothing, child care
and home furnishings.

New Home Agents

Another year rolled around be-
fore a home demonstration agent
was sccured. In July, 1950, Miss
Laura Belle Harter, Morrisville,
N. Y., was appointed. She also left
to be married.

Another full year passed without
an agent. In July, 1952, Miss Hel-
en I. Smith, then acting home
agent, brought Miss Jane M. Cole
to look over the county. She had
been serving as assistant agent in
Prince Georges County. Miss Cole
liked it here and still serves as
home demonstration agent.

Since this appointment two clubs
have been organized with young
homemalers, who seem enthusiast-
ic with the program. Two 4-H clubs
have been organized and they are
doing excellent work.

Public Relations

In orvder to let the public know
what extension work is being done
and to create greater interest, a
column containing club news and

other extension information is be-

ing prepared by the agent for
three weekly newsapers. Radio
broadcasts are put on monthly by
the 4-H clubs. :

The extension department now
is looking forward to expanding the

i -H and adult work program and

expects to add several clubs with-
in the next few months.
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