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EFFECT OF LONG PASTORATES.

“Long pastorates speak well tor the
church and the miaister. They indicate
stability of purpose, strength of at-
tachment and efficient service. They give
a restful rellef to the prevalling love
of change and migration common to
our American life. ey tend to unify and
cement the energies of the congregation,
They impress the teaching und churacter of
the minister upon his people and save the
congregation from the hazards of frequent
ohan§es and the unsettliog eflect of new
teaching and methods. Nevertbeless, changes
are sometimes helpful, both to ministers and
people. They glve the congregation the in-
centive of new life and energies. They in-
spire the minister with fresh eonterprise and
uspirations. Wesce the effect of it in
the Wesleyan churches. We gee the beneils
of it often in our own churches, where the
law ot adaptation Is better fulfilled, and we
often sece n people awukened to new and
stronger efforta. However painful and try-
ing it may be, hewever at the time it may
shock the settled assoclations of our life, yet
in the end it is often heinful.”

HIS EARLY MINISTRY.

Dr. Grammer roviewed the earlier events
of his own life, beginning with his confirma-
tion in his native city of Washington at the
age of nineteen yeurs, whici was followed
gy bhis preparation for the ministry in_the

heological Seminary at Alexandria, Va.,
and his installation as a deacon in 1855. His
first charge was in Jefferson county, W. Va.
In 1830 he was admitted to the office of pres-
byter, and became assistant rector of T nifi{
Church, Washington, of which Dr. George D.
Cummins was at that time rector. Called
from there to thirteen dilferent churches, he
went to Smyroa.Del.,for two years. In July,
1881, he went to Columbus, Onio, as rector of
"T'rinity, the chief Episcopal church in that
city. Six months iater a call came from
Chris: Church, Cinelnnati, the largest church
there,and in 1863 he was called to Trinit
Chureh, Chicago. All these were declined,
and in 1864 he accepted the call of St. Peter's
Church, Baltimore. After coming to BSt.
Peter's he declined calls to Chicago, Cincin-
nati, Germ=ntown, Pa., and other cities. Dr.
Grammer continued:

WORK AT ST. PETER 8.

“It was & happy Provideuce that brought
me bere. Thegenial skies, the loving hearts,
the generous sympathies, the hospitable
homes of Baitimore and the good name of srt.
Peter’s made me glad to come here and spend
the enthusiasm and energy of my fresh man-
hood for such a people. The names of Drs.
Henshaw, Atkinson and Cainmins bad been
known torough the church in connection
with your work. They were men of renown,
h | of zeal and piety, and [ came amoug you in
weakness aud in fear and in much misgiv-
I | ing—as to myself. The earnestness and devo-
tion of the congregation were a fresh in-
b | centive to me. Never before bad I seen such
kb | a sunday-school and such & large colmmun-
jon, or united in services sewrespon sive and
nearty, or found a people so rich in good
L | works. My ministry in St. Peter’s has peen

T

church, of whom;l.041 woere by couflrmation.
| That is to say, there were added in the course
I | of these twenty-seven years an average of
- | fifty-six souls eacd year and by confirination
- | thirty-six each year. The losses by death
and removal have reduced the number in all
- | this lapse of thine to 578 enrolled communi-
cunts. In the same period there have been
k| 908 marriages and 717 funerals.”

r PREACHED 2,500 TIMES.

Dr. Grammer described the removal of St.
Peter’s Church from the southeast corner of
Sharp and German streets to the present
gite, Druid Hill avenue and Lanvale street.
The new churen Wwas erected at a cost of
130,000, and was opened for services in Octo-
ber, 1570. Dr. Grammar reviewed the vari-
ous departments of caurch work, each
having accomplished great good. He con-*
tinued: 3

“During all these years the attendance
at the morning service has been large,
and the lectures averaging on Wednesdnvs
about a hundred, and at Suncay nights pos-
sibly as goed as unhappily most of our Epis-
copal second services ard. It is woaderful
to me that for so many years you have lis-
tened to my voice und waited on my imper-
fect miunistry of the unfailing word. ith
almost uninterrupted heazith, and seldom
abseot from this one pulpit, I have preached
at least 2,300 times. Here, for you, and for
this church and for the duties ef the pulopit,
it bus been my part to spend the best eper-
gies of 1y life, aond I thauk God upon every
reinembrance of yeu for all the encourag:e-
ments you bave given me. Likesweet oint-
me“:. will be the memory of you and your
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