
Benicia City November 10th 1847

DATE CUSTOMER AND ITEMS PURCHASED COST TOTAL NOTES

// Sam L Smith Dr 

1 Bun Segars 0.5

1 sac coal $11

½ lbs arrow root 0.18

$11.68

On the first page of the journal, every customer's name ends with "Dr," which suggests

every single individual was a Doctor. It is an odd coincidence that they should all be

doctors, but they are left as is for authenticity's sake.

5-Nov Vicente Martinez Dr

21½ gallons brandy $27

1 gallon wine by Mrs Breones $5

$32

10-Nov Francisco Juares Dr

2 strings beads $6

1 lamp $1

$7

11-Nov Edward T Bale Dr

Brandy $10

Wine $5

Pr gloves 0.75

$15.75

13-Nov William Russel Dr

1 coffee mill $2

1 pad lock $1.50

4 lbs sugar 0.64

$4.14

21-Nov Theodora Breones Dr

3 lbss tobacco $1.50

Jan 30th, 2012 - Today I have begun transcribing Von Pfister's log book, which contains  data pertaining to purchases his customers made 
1848. I have left the  information as is, and presented it in MS Excel ; Pfister wrote his records as a spreadsheet. New page
28th 1847." The only differences from the original record book I make here are the inclusion of cell headers, presented here in 
accomodate researchers.  I have also modified the format. Pfister always wrote two items per line, left to right, presumably 
included only one item per line. Like the Stone Journal and the Methodist Record book, I have transcribed the original data a
written cursive. However, this Transcriber isn't perfect, and some words may be illegible. Notes will be made for the viewer 
on Cpt Pfister and his shop, please consult  the Benicia Camel Barn's curator, Beverly Phelan.

- Doug Simpkins



1 knife 0.5

2 shawls $6

2 shawls $2

1 coffee mill $2

1 gal wine $5

2 box Brandy $3

$20

This transcriber couldn't make out what Pfister wrote as the second item, though

it looks like "knife." 

The transcriber is also unsure of the "shawls," for they both have different prices. 

22-Nov W Watson Dr

1 Hankf $1.25

1 lbs tobacco 0.63

1 comb 0.12

1 bun segars 0.5

1 arrobe potatoes 0.75

Brandy 0.13

1.5 yards manta 0.45

5 yards velves $3.75

$7.58

Two words of Spanish origins here. An "arroba" is a Spanish and Portugese

unit of weight. A "manta" is a cloth, blanket, or wrap, typically set on the backs

of horses or mules underneath saddles. 

24-Nov Sam Miles

1 pr combs 0.13

0.13

25-Nov Steph Cooper, Ramon Breones Dr

.5 ar nails $3

8 lbss nails $1.60

1 shawl $4

1 lbs wh manta $12

2 bth hankfs $2.50

12 cotton hankfs $5

2 sheath knifes $1.50

10 yds bro manta $3

4 yds velvet $3

1 pr boots $6

$40.60

Some units of measurement Pfister is using are illegible, including "ar," and "bth." 

It is unknown what Pfister meant. Its also assumed "hankfs" are "handkerchiefs."

27-Nov Benj Furbush Dr

Sundress as pr book red cover N/A

Wine 0.37



Cigars 0.5

0.87

Pfister had a dollar amount for the sundress, but crossed it out.

27-Nov Ramon Breones

2 lbs arrow root 0.75

0.75

27-Nov Chas S Harris

Sds as pr red book $23.63

Matches 0.25

Wine $1.50

$25.28

Benicia City November 28th 1847

Sam Smith Dr

28-Nov Segars

Suspenders 0.12

Rhubarb $1.50

1 Blanchier 0.13

$10

$11.75

Beginning of page 2

Robt Semple Dr

28-Nov 10 yds Bro Manta

Thread $3.33

Broom 0.5

1

$4.83

This is the first mention of Robert Semple, dentist, owner of Benicia's ferrie service, and the "father of Benicia"

David A Davis

28-Nov 1 box wine

2 boxes hooks + eyes $1

9 yds calico 0.75

Cigars $3

Cash 0.13

$2

$6.90

Possomomis Banca

28-Nov 20 yds Manta

1 shirt $6

1 hankf $2

2 spools cotton $1.25

1 arrobe sugar 0.5

$4

$13.75



L Alford

29-Nov 1 pr shoes

1 shawl $2

$1.50

$3.50

Felipa Pania

29-Nov 2 buckets

.5 arroba sugar $3

Segars $1.50

Tobacco $1.50

0.75

$6.75

Benj Furbush

29-Nov Wine

0.25

0.25

After this, Pfister begins an end-of-the-month "number crunching" 

of various purchases his customers made.

Edward Higgins

1 blanket

29-Nov 3.5 lbs shot $10

2-Nov 2.5 lbs do 0.87

10-Nov 2 bun segars 0.5

1 cap $1

13-Nov 1 coat $2

20-Nov 2 shirts $11

6 yds bro cotton $3.50

24-Nov Thread $2

0.13

$21

Dr R Semple

1 lbs tape

10-Nov 5 lbss shot 0.25

2 silk hankfs $1.25

11-Nov 2 doz screws $2

2 lbs nails 0.25

18-Nov Cash pd molini 0.37

3 lbs shot $8

1 lbs do 0.75

19-Nov 1 can powder 0.25

Articles sold in YB* for cash $2

2 bun segars * YB = "Yerba Buena," IE San Francisco

2 Tumblers $1

1 can powder 0.75

1 lbss munto for Indian $2

1 pr boots for McDonald $10

$6



$34.87

Benicia City Nov 19 1847

Dr R Semple for TO Larkin* * Thomas Oliver Larkin

19-Nov 2 cans powder $4

2 lbss powder $3

3 lbss shot 0.75

1 bun segars 0.5

$8.25

22-Nov 4 lbss tobacco $2.50

pa scott cash $5

pa castro $14

24-Nov 10 yds Bro Cotton $3.33

$24.83

Benj Furbush

11-Nov 1 box matches 0.13

1 box wine $1.50

18-Nov 1 box brandy $1.50

20-Nov 1 box wine $1.50

3 glasses $0.38

21-Nov 1 pr boots $6

1 bun segars $0.50

2 box brandy $3

22-Nov 1 box do $1.50

1 box matches 0.13

$16.14

WA Crouch

10-Nov Segars $1.50

box wine $1.50

4 glasses 0.5

12-Nov 2 bun segars 1

1 box wine $1.50

14-Nov 1 bun do $0.50

$6.50

Felipa Pania

11-Nov 4 coats $24

1 arrobe sugar $4

6 hankfs $3

3 pr socks $2.25

1 lbs manta $12

1 coffee mill $2

1 hankf $1

1 hankf $0.50



2 blk [?] $4

$51.25

David A Davis

11-Nov 5 lbs shot $1.25

3 silk hankfs $3.75

2 tumblers $1

1 bun tacks $1

1 cigar case $1

1 box wine $1.50

1 bunch bud* $0.25 *"bud" may also be "bird"

1 bun segars $0.50

13-Nov 1 box brandy $1.50

20-Nov 1 bun segars $0.50

1 lbs tobacco $0.63

$12.38

John Saunders

14-Nov 1 lbs manta $12

shaving brush $1

2 hankfs $1

4 bun segars $2

1 box ink $0.50

1 gall brandy $5.50

$22

Ste Cooper

10-Nov 3 lbs nails $7.20

1 pr shoes $3

$10.20

Benicia City Nov 15th 1847

Ramon Breones

15-Nov 1 arrobe sugar $4

.5 ar nails $3

2 hankfs $1

9 yds blue manta $3

21-Nov 1 pr bro manta $8

1 cap $1.50

1 box brandy $1.50

2 bun segars $2.50

2 lbs arrow root $0.75

$23.75

Benj McDonald

30-Nov 3 yds ribbon 0.38



1 pr shoes $2

$2.38

Sam Smith

30-Nov segars 0.62

gloves 0.5

1 pr shoes $3

1 box wine $1.50

$5.62

DA Davis

30-Nov 1 pr gloves 0.5

0.5

Edward Higgins

30-Nov 1 pr gloves 0.5

1 pr shoes $3

socks 0.5

1 yd ribbon 0.13

1 pr suspenders $1.50

$5.63

Dr R Semple

30-Nov 1 pr socks 0.37

1 pr gloves 0.5

1 pr sundress $1.50

1 black brush 0.63

1 box blacking 2/-

1 hair brush 0.75

thread 0.13

$4.12

Chas S Hand

30-Nov 1 pr gloves 0.5

1 box wine $1.50

$2

Sacha Cooper

30-Nov 1 cap $2 pd on %

1 pr suspenders $1.75

$2.25

The numbers don't make sense, but they have been transcribed as is

Edward Jacguth

30-Nov 2 lbs tobacco $1.25

$1.25

Dr R Semple



30-Nov Cash $5

2 lbs nails 0.4

3 lbs coffee $1

15 lbs sugar $2.50

$8.90

Benj Furbush

30-Nov 1 sheath knife 0.5

1-Dec .5 tobacco 0.31

1 bun segars 0.5

1 box wine $1.50

$2.81

Benicia City Dec 1st 1847

1-Dec L Alford

1 broom $1

$1

1-Dec William Watson

2 yds ribbon 0.25

2 shirts $3.50

$3.75

1-Dec Dr R Semple

1 thimble 0.25

1 [?] 0.25

0.5

2-Dec Dr R Semple

1 coffee mill $1.50

looking glass 0.5

6 teaspoons $1

$3

2-Dec CS Hand

Dress coat $10.50

$10.50 This is the first time Pfister uses an Anglicized version of the German "Eszett."

An Eszett is a German letter that resembles the Phoenician letter "B,"

but when spoken sounds like an "S." As the English language came into it's own

over the last 1,000 years, certain elements of the Father language remained,

including the Eszett. In English form though, the Eszett came to resemble the  

Phoenician letter "F." For at least 100 years after the American War of Independence, 

Americans, like their former English landlords, still continued to use an 

Anglicized version of the Eszett. The Charles P Stone journal, also transcribed by me,

includes many instances of the use of the Anglicized Eszett.



2-Dec William Watson

1 arrobe potatoes 0.75

Candles 0.5

$1.25

4-Dec Dr R Semple

20 yds Calico @ .5 $10

$10

4-Dec Steve Cooper by William Watson

Soap 0.5

Tobacco 0.63

Knives and forks $2

Comb 0.25

Socks $1.12

Thread 0.37

Cigars 0.13

$5

4-Dec David A Davis

Wine 0.75

0.75

4-Dec Dr R Semple

Soap 0.5

Nails 0.2

Rope $1.25

$1.95

5-Dec Barber

1 shot 0.25 Pfister notes this transaction as "settled" and includes only a subtotal.

5-Dec Charles S Hand

2 yards Brown Manta 0.66

Wine 0.75

Chuse 0.13

$1.54

5-Dec Dr R Semple

1 box matches 0.12

0.12

5-Dec Dr R Semple

1 Brown Manta $8

1 paper pins 0.25

$8.25



5-Dec DA Davis

Wine 0.37

0.37

6-Dec Benj Furbush

1 can powder $2

lead 0.25

1 bun segars 0.5

$2.75

6-Dec Edward Higgins

1 shot 0.25

0.25

7-Dec W Bryant

Wine 0.13

0.13

8-Dec Dr R Semple

1 paper tacks 0.25

0.25

9-Dec Dr R Semple

6 yds rope $1.50

box wine $1.50

$3

9-Dec Charles S Hand

1 glass wine 0.13

0.13

9-Dec Martin Varricussa

1 bottle brandy $1.50

$1.50

10-Dec Thomas O Larkin

1 bottle ink 0.75

0.75

10-Dec Charles S Hand

1 string beads $1.50

$1.50

10-Dec Dr R Semple

16.75 lbs rope $4.06

$4.06



10-Dec W Bryant

3 lbs coffee $1 Pfister notes this transaction as "settled" and includes only a subtotal.

10-Dec S Miles

1 shirt $1.25

$1.25

11-Dec Dr R Semple

1 passage JD $3

1 looking glass $4.50

1 coffee pot 0.5

6 lbs coffee $2

$10 It is unknown where exactly Semple bought a ticket to,

except for the location's initials of "JD"

12-Dec Dr R Semple

Credit 1 hide $1.50

$1.50

12-Dec William Watson

1 lock 0.5

1 pr suspenders $1.50

$2

12-Dec William Russell

1 pad lock 0.75

0.75

13-Dec Martin Varricussa

1 bottle brandy $1.50

$1.50

14-Dec Benj Furbush

1 lb tobacco 0.31

1 blk hankf $1.25

$1.56

14-Dec W Bryant

brandy 0.37

14-Dec TO Larkin by Barber

3 door latches $3

1 pr butt + screws 0.75

$3.75

14-Dec Sam Smith

Cigars 0.13



0.13

14-Dec S Miles

1 pr buckskin pants $5

$5

14-Dec W Watson

Cigars 0.13

0.13

15-Dec Edward T Bale

1 paper cassia $1

barley 0.5

cigars 0.5

brandy $5.63

3 yds red flannel $10.50

1 sash $5

$23.13

15-Dec W Russell

16 arrobas potatoes @ .68 $10.88

$10.88

15-Dec Charles S Hand

1 pr buckskin pants $7

buttons 0.75

shirt buttons 0.5

silk 0.25

brandy 0.37

$8.87

15-Dec Theodora Breones

3.25 yds red flannel $13

1 shawl $3

silk $2

1 lb calico $12

1 lb calico $10

cigars 0.5

1 knife 0.5

5 gallons brandy $25

plates $4

11 yds red muslin $3.62

1 shirt $2

blk hankf $1.25

ribbon $1.50

5 yds muslin $5

2 looking glasses $5.50



$86.87

6 lbs tobacco for which 2 hides

where to be sent

give her [?] for 10 cheeses @ 1/- 1.25

16-Dec Jose Martinez

1 box matches 0.13

0.13

16-Dec Charles S Hand

3 glasses 0.38

0.38

16-Dec Give TO Larkin cr $16 for lot

make him Dr $35 cash

give cr for $8 for chimney

16-Dec Dr R Semple

wine for wedding $40

freight on 3.000 for lumber $30

$70

16-Dec Felipe Pania

give cr for $1.25 tobacco $1.25

16-Dec Dr R Semple

2 lbs epsom salts $1

$1

16-Dec TO Larkin

barley 0.25

0.25

16-Dec Charles S Hand

brandy 0.25

0.25

17-Dec W Russell

candles 0.5

0.5

17-Dec Charles S Hand

brandy $1.75

$1.75

17-Dec W Watson

1 lbs brown manta $8



cigars 0.13

$8.13

17-Dec Vicente Martinez

1 lbs calico $10

brandy $2.25

$12.25

18-Dec Edward Higgins

1 lb nails 0.2

0.2

18-Dec Edward T Bale

Barley 0.25

1 pr shoes $3

1 pr boots $5

1 knife 0.5

1 pr [?] $3

3 gloves $1.50

6 spools cotton $1.50

wood 0.25

$15

give cr for 2,244 lbs flour for hides

18-Dec TO Larkin

to cash pd Higgins $8

18-Dec Vicente Martinez

2 cans powder $4

2 pr pants $16

1 monkey jacket $10

1 pr boots $6

brandy 0.5

4 yds red flannel $16

$52.50

18-Dec Estadaria

2 sashes $10

$10

18-Dec Vicente Martinez

give cr for 4 hides $6

19-Dec Edward Jaqueth

1 pr buckskin pants $7

3 yds calico $1

1 pr shoes $3



$11

19-Dec Edward T Bale

cigars 0.13

wood 0.25

2 doz plates $9

1 liquor case $25

brandy $6

wine $6

1 thimble 0.27

brandy $1.50

1 pr shoes $2.50

4 lbs flour $24

$50.98

19-Dec Dr R Semple

silk 0.37

10 yds bombasin $15

1 paper cassia 0.5

$15.87

19-Dec DA Davis

1 lb tobacco 0.63

0.63

20-Dec Dr R Semple

1 bag flour $5.40

12.5 lbs nails $2.50

3 lbs coffee $1

1 yd brown manta 0.3

1 paper pepper 0.5

1 bag salt 0.5

$10.20

20-Dec TO Larkin by Barber

10 lbs nails $1.80

$1.80

20-Dec W Watson

1 lb tobacco 0.63

0.63

20-Dec Edward T Bale

3 lbs flour 0.18

2 lbs [?] 0.12

0.3



21-Dec Vicente Martinez

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

21-Dec Henry Frow

2 pr boots $10

1 hatchet $1.50

17 lbs tobacco $10.62

3 pr buck pants $20

1 blk hankf $1.25

thread $0.25

silk $0.37

needles $0.25

3 sashes $12

cigars $0.50

1 bag salt $0.50

1 hankf $0.50

3 doz buttons $1.75

wine $1.75

brandy $0.37

$60.62

21-Dec DA Davis

wine 0.75

0.75

21-Dec Edward T Bale by Mathew

1 bag flour $5.40

4 yds manta $1.25

1 hankf 0.5

bun segars 0.5

pr boots $6

$12.65

22-Dec DA Davis

1 pr shoes $2.50

$2.50

22-Dec Dr R Semple

cash when going to Monterey $18

$18

23-Dec Edward T Bale

1 bottle brandy $1.50

2 bags salt $1

hankf 0.25

cash $3



knives $1.50

12 bags salt $6

6 woolen shirts $18

3 fenagas barley $7.50

5 bottles w+b $5

1 hankf 0.5

$46.25

23-Dec Dr R Semple

.5 fenaga barley $1.25

order in fv of R Madison $10

$11.25

24-Dec Edward T Bale

6 yds bombasin $9.00

1 bottle brandy $1.50

cigars 0.25

$10.75

24-Dec Dr R Semple

15 lbs nails on % for TO Larkin $3.50

$3.50

24-Dec Steve Cooper

14 lbs sugar $2

6 lbs coffee $2

$4

24-Dec M Doufar

1 paper cassia 0.5

1 pepper 0.5

1 [?] 0.5

$1.50

24-Dec L Alford

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

25-Dec Henry Frow by F Mourings

1 yd white manta $12

$12

25-Dec Benj McDonald

1 pr white stockings 0.75

0.75

25-Dec Juan Bauca



6 muggs $2

6 plates $2

$4

26-Dec TO Larkin by Barber

4 doz screws $1

2 door latches $2

[?] Edward Higgins $8

$11

26-Dec Steve Cooper

1 lb shot 0.25

0.25

26-Dec Dr R Semple

4 yds Manta $2

3 yds Blue [?] $1

1 bag salt 0.5

$3.50

27-Dec Dr R Semple

Cash $20

Wooden 1 cap $2.50

Santiago calico $3

Silk 0.25

Needles 0.5

Hankf $1.25

Sugar $1.50

$29

27-Dec Steve Cooper

1 coffee mill $2.50

$2.50

27-Dec TO Larkin

Dr for digging 18ft 4in

in a well @ $3 per foot $55

$55

27-Dec DA Davis

Corn 0.37

0.37

27-Dec Dr R Semple by Woodin

Matches 0.13

Thread 0.37

0.5



28-Dec Steve Cooper

8 lbs brown sugar $1

$1

28-Dec Dr R Semple

2 lbs nails 0.4

0.4

29-Dec Edward Higgins

3 lbs tobacco $1.87

$1.87

30-Dec Dr R Semple

7 lbs nails $1.40

$1.40

30-Dec TO Larkin by Barber

6 squares glass $1.50

$1.50

30-Dec Vicente Martinez

2 woolen shirts $6

1 dozen plates $4

3 mugs $1

1 axe helve 0.75

1 lb tobacco 0.62

6 oz tea 0.75

4 lbs sugar 0.5

1 hankf 0.5

2 papers needles 0.5

1 shirt $1.75

4 [?] silk 0.5

1 bottle brandy $1.50

$18.37

30-Dec Edward Higgins

1 pr buck pants $7

$7

Benicia City Jany 1st 1848

1-Jan DA Davis

3 prs side combs 0.75

0.75

1-Jan Benj McDonald



1 pr side combs 0.25

0.25

2-Jan Ramon Breones

1 arrobe nails $5

$5

3-Jan TO Larkin by Barber

2 lbs nails 0.38

0.38

4-Jan Benj Furbusg

1 lb tobacco 0.63

1 pr buckskin pants $8

$8.63

4-Jan R Barber

1 paper cassia 0.5

0.5

5-Jan Dr R Semple

4 lbs coffee $1.33

120 lbs flour $7.20

$8.53

5-Jan Wm Watson

1 lb tobacco 0.63

0.63

5-Jan Ladd

1 pr boots $6

$6

5-Jan Benj Furbush

thread 0.13

0.13

5-Jan Steve Cooper

3 lbs coffee $1

$1

6-Jan Dr R Semple

20 lbs nails $4

7 pr bolts $2.62

65 screws $1.32

1 door handle $1

$8.94



6-Jan Wm Russel

2 chalk lines 0.5

1 chisel 0.5

1 fine comb 0.5

$1.50

6-Jan L Alford

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

6-Jan Steve Cooper

5 arrobas potatoes $2.50

beef $6

$8.50

10-Jan Dr R Semple

6 lbs coffee $2

50 lbs pulu $12.50

$14.50

10-Jan Theodora Breones

1 pr bolts + screws $1

3 buckets $4.50

3 papers needles 0.75

$6.25

10-Jan R Barber

cotton + silk 0.38

0.38

11-Jan Steve Cooper

2 bags salt $1

$1

12-Jan L Alford

1 lb nails 0.18

0.18

13-Jan Steve Cooper

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

13-Jan DA Davis

1 lb tobacco 0.62

0.62



14-Jan Steve Cooper

give cr for 26 lbs beef $1

$1

14-Jan Ward + Smith

26 lbs salt beef $1

27 lbs flour $1.62

2 lbs coffee 0.66

8 lbs sugar $1

$4.28

15-Jan Dr R Semple

15.5 lbs brown sugar $2.33

$2.33

15-Jan A Fine

13 yds manta $4.33

2 [?] ribbon $3.50

2 papers tacks 0.5

5 yds velvet $10

$18.33

15-Jan W Russel

2 fermer chissils 0.87

0.87

12-Jan W Bryant

give him cr for $20.22

17-Jan candles 0.13

sugar $1

$1.13

17-Jan Edward T Bale

7.5 yds bombasin $11.25

2 yds flannel $8

1 hankf 0.5

6 yds manta $2

brandy $1.50

pd Dr Semple $12

6 lbs tobacco $3.75

brandy $2

3 yds blue manta $1.50

sugar $1

cash $57

$104.50

18-Jan R Barber



1 lb tea $2

$2

18-Jan Dr R Semple

4 lbs nails 0.72

0.72

18-Jan Edward T Bale

1 shirt $1.75

2 knives $1

1 powder flask $1.50

buck pants $9

calico $4

cigars $1.50

pd BR Thompson $16

$34.75

18-Jan Ward + Smith

sugar $1

beef $1.50

$2.50

18-Jan W Stevens

1 lbs calico $20

rifle left as security

$20

18-Jan Snow

.5 lbs tobacco 0.31

soap 0.13

0.44

18-Jan W Bryant

1 pr shoes $1.75

socks 0.5

$2.25

18-Jan Benj Furbush

3 lbs tobacco $1.87

cigars 0.5

$2.37

19-Jan R Barber

1 lead pencil 0.25

0.25

19-Jan Vicente Martinez



2 axe helves $1.12

promised to pay 3 hidrs for [?] $1.12

19-Jan Theodora Breones

1 sash $4

1 dozen spoons $1

1 arrobe sugar $4

1 dozen plates $4

3 yds pantaloon stuff $3.75

segars $1

nails $1

spice $1

tape $1.25

2 axe helves $1.50

4 bags salt $2

$24.50

19-Jan Vicente Martinez 

cr 1 hide $1.50

Dr R Semple cr 1 do $1.50

Theodora Breones cr 25 do $37.50

19-Jan L Alford

1 lb nails $0.18

0.18

19-Jan Sam L Smith

2 bottle brandy $3

$3

19-Jan Benj Furbush

1 bun segars 0.5

0.5

19-Jan Steve Cooper

87 lb flour $5.22

$5.22

20-Jan W Watson

1 lb tobacco 0.63

0.63

20-Jan Dr R Semple fm Armago

cr for 27.5 fenagas corn $41.25

10 fenagas wheat fm Pania $15

21-Jan Felipe Pania



cr for 2 hides 

9 lbs butter $3.50

$8

21-Jan Dr R Semple

cr for bal Panias % $18.87

$18.87

22-Jan Philipa Pania

1 arroba sugar $4

2 yds blue [?] $1

3.5 lbs tobacco $1.56

1 hankf 0.75

$7.31

22-Jan Capt J Young

1 bag salt 0.5

1 arrobe sugar $3

candles $2

$5.50

22-Jan Dr R Semple

2 lbs nails 0.37

0.37

22-Jan Vicente Martinez

1 lb tea $2

2 yds blue [?] $1

1 shirt $1.50

1 paper [?] 0.5

32 lbs flour $1.92

$6.92

22-Jan Ward + Smith

2 lbs sugar 0.25

0.25

22-Jan RA Parker

cr for Bill Sundy $73.39

22-Jan Snow

1 cap $2

$2

23-Jan Vicente Martinez

1 pr boots $6

$6



23-Jan Steve Cooper

107 lbs flour $6.42

$6.42

23-Jan Wm Russell

1 hankf 0.75

cr for 1 hide $1.25

0.75

23-Jan S Miles

1 hankf 0.38

6 yds manta $1.20

$1.58

23-Jan SG Ladd

thread 0.12

0.12

24-Jan Wm Bryant

2 bags salt $1

$1

25-Jan A Snow

1 pr boots $6

$6

26-Jan Wm Bryant

candles 0.31

cash $5

$5.31

26-Jan Dr R Semple

Needles 0.5

Matches 0.13

0.63

26-Jan Capt J Young

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

27-Jan A Snow

Candles 0.13

0.13

28-Jan Dr R Semple molines order

salt 0.13



comb 0.37

hankf 0.75

manta 0.37

25 lbs flour $1.50

ribbon 0.13

$3.25

29-Jan Dr R Semple Russell

4 lbs sugar 0.5

0.5

29-Jan R Barber

2 lbs nails 0.38

2 fr [?] $2

$2.38

29-Jan Dr R Semple

6 pr socks $5

1 lb raisins 0.38

$5.38

29-Jan Wm Bryant

6 lbs coffee $2

6 lbs sugar $1

$3

29-Jan Steve Cooper

113 lbs flour $6.78

$6.78

29-Jan Benj McDonald

cash $2

passage $2

freight $2

$6

30-Jan R Barber

1 paper tacks 0.25

30-Jan Benj McDonald

Suspenders 0.75

knives + forks $1

$1.75

30-Jan A Snow

comb 0.38

buttons 0.13



suspenders 0.75

$1.25

31-Jan A Fine

1 pot $4.50

6 knives + forks $2

bake pan $4.50

fry pan $1.50

1 dozen plates $2.50

6 cups $2

1 axe $3

6 tea + table spoons $1

6 mugs $2

.5 arrobe sugar $1.75

$24.75

31-Jan Bought of Barbera Castro

16 arrobes potatoes $8

soap $4

1 hide $1.25

sold 4 spools cotton $1

2 combs $1

1 ps calico $10

3 shawls $13.50

cash pd $1.25

$26.75

31-Jan Wm Bryant

.5 lb powder 0.5

2 lb shot 0.5

$1

Benicia City Feb 1848

1-Feb A Fine

9 yds Manta $3

thread 0.12

82 lbs flour bag $4.92

2 lbs nails 0.38

1 bag salt 0.5

1 axe helve 0.75

$9.67

1-Feb Bought of McDowfair

1 pr buckskin pants $5

sold lead $1

tea $1.50



coffee $1

$3.50

1-Feb L Alford

1 lb rope 0.25

0.25

1-Feb cash sales

1 knife 0.5

rope 0.25

pipes 0.25

raisins 0.25

cigars 0.13

$1.38

2-Feb D Long

1 ps gold lace $1.50

1 ps silver dollar $1

cigars 0.5

$3

2-Feb W Bryant

1 lead pencil 0.18

0.18

2-Feb cash sales

raisins 0.25

cigars 0.25

corn 0.25

combs 0.75

$1.75

3-Feb Jesus Molino

2 combs 0.87

.5 arroba sugar $2

6.25 yds flanel @ $4 $25

1 lb raisins 0.5

4 lb sugar 0.62

1 box matches 0.12

paper 0.5

1 bottle brandy $1.50

$31.13

3-Feb Wm Bryant

2 boxes matches 0.25

0.25



3-Feb Benj McDonald

1 axe helve 0.75

0.75

3-Feb Dr R Semple

2 lbs raisins 0.75

cigars 0.5

$1.25

3-Feb cash sales

corn 0.5

raisins 0.37

0.87

4-Feb Dr R Semple

1 pr shoes $1.50

$1.50

4-Feb Steven Cooper

2 lbs nails 0.37

0.37

5-Feb Benj McDonald

3 lbs coffee $1

$1

5-Feb Chas Webber

.75 lb tea $1

3 lbs sugar 0.5

23 lbs flour $1.38

$2.88

5-Feb Steven Cooper

1 yd blue drilling 0.5

107 lbs flour $6.42

$6.92

5-Feb Paid R Barber cash $5

$5

5-Feb Bought of Juan F Pania

30 lbs butter @ .5 each $15

$15

5-Feb Juan Felipe Pania

soap $2

5 hankfs $3.50



1 sash $4

1 shawl $4

$13.50

5-Feb Cash sales

paper 0.25

raisins 0.25

shoes $2

side combs 0.25

blue drilling $1.50

$4.25

6-Feb Sam Ladd

1 shaving box and brush 0.63

0.63

6-Feb Dr R Semple

.5 quire paper 0.25

1 lead pencil 0.06

0.31

6-Feb Barbara Castro

cr. 3 hides $4.50

$4.50

6-Feb Hen. Grow

corn 0.5

0.5

6-Feb cash sales

1 rebosa $5

raisins 0.5

pipes .12½

cigars .12½

corn $1

$6.75

7-Feb Dr R Semple

cr 1 hide $1.50

$1.50

7-Feb A Snow

1 shirt $1.75

$1.75

7-Feb DA Davis

candles 0.12



0.12

7-Feb Bought of Capt W.D Phelps

1 bbl aguadiente $45

8 vests @ $4 each $32

1 sarape $15

51 yds velvet @ .5 each $25.50

$117.50

7-Feb Capt WD Phelps

26 hides @ $1.5 $39

25.5 fenegas corn @ $2 $51

7-Feb Steven Cooper to Wm Russell

as per order $9.25

$9.25

7-Feb cash sales

soap 0.25

cigars .12½

.37½

8-Feb Hen. Grow

2 narrow axes @ $3.25 each $6.50

30 lbs sugar $3.75

1 lb pepper 0.37

19.5 lbs tobacco @ .75 $14.62

12 pipes $0.75

cigars $0.50

1 cigar case $0.75

$27.24

8-Feb Dr R Semple

cr 20 lbs tobacco @ .5 each $10

cr cash $3

$13

8-Feb Chas S Hand

paper $2.50

mantua 0.75

1 hankf 0.5

1 vest $5

4 pr stockings $3.75

$12.50

8-Feb Dr R Semple to CS Hand as per order $23

$23



8-Feb W Bryant Cr $11.25

$11.25

8-Feb Dr R Semple to CS Hand as per order $6.25

$6.25

8-Feb TO Larkin to CS Hand as order $6.25

$6.25

8-Feb Wm Watson

1 pr buckskin pants $8

$8

8-Feb TO Larkin

cr sundress as per bill $146

$146

8-Feb Vicente Martinez

1 skein silk .12½

1 lb coffee .33⅓

1 pr side combs 0.25

12 yds calico @ .5 each $6

1 water pail $1.50

$8.21

8-Feb Antonio Army's

1 gal brandy $4

6 yds flannel $12

1 piece calico $12

silk $1

1 blue drilling $11

$40

8-Feb cash sales

cigars 0.25

sugar 0.25

1 pr socks 0.75

1 knife 0.5

1 bottle brandy $1

$2.75

9-Feb Dr R Semple

1 hankf 0.5

9-Feb Paid Edward Higgins cash $1.90

$1.90



9-Feb Vicente Martinez

1 pr side combs 0.25

corn 0.25

0.5

9-Feb Hen. Grow

1 bunch cigars 0.5

corn 0.5

3 bottles brandy $3

$4

9-Feb cash sales

1 bottle brandy $1

cigars .06¼

raisins 0.13

thread 0.12

calico $3

cap $1.50

$5.81¼

10-Feb Dr R Semple

2 spools cotton 0.5

thread .12½

4 lbs sugar 0.5

.5 lb tea 0.5

1 mugg 0.25

1 box matches 0.13

$2.00½

10-Feb EH Von Pfister

10 yds muslin $7.50

1.5 yds mantua 0.5

1 box hooks + eyes 0.25

1 spool cotton 0.25

5 yds blue calico $2

$10.50

10-Feb RA Parker

cr 1 rebosa $4

cr 2 shawls $2.50

$6.50

10-Feb Wm M Smith

1 lb raisins 0.5

1/2 quire paper 0.25

cash $16



$16.75

10-Feb Dr R Semple to E. Higgins as per order

$48.05

$48.05

10-Feb Jesus Molina

6 skeins silk 0.75

1 gal brandy $5

.75 lb raisins 0.38

1 shirt $2

soap $1

sugar $3.50

1 box matches 0.13

buckskin pants $8

1 yd mantua 0.37

cigars 0.25

$21.38

10-Feb cash sales

1 barrell $2.50

brandy $2.12

cigars 0.13

matches 0.12

percussion caps 0.25

tobacco 0.25

$5.37

11-Feb Dr R Semple

2.75 lbs rope 0.68

1 lb butter 0.62

$1.30

11-Feb Dr R Semple

9 lbs arrow root There was no total for this transaction, suggesting 

this purchase was canceled

11-Feb Antonio Armijo

hinges $1.50

screws $1.12

2 lbs sugar 0.25

nails $1

pepper $1

tobacco 0.75

2 papers pins 0.75

2 shawls $8

3 door handles $4.50



1 ps calico $10

$28.87

11-Feb Dr R Semple to Jose Martinez as per order $12.52

Robt Madison's order $10.00

$22.52

11-Feb Wm Bryant

rope $2

$2

12-Feb Dr R Semple

1 paper needles 0.5

12-Feb cash sales

1 doz shirt buttons 0.25

0.25

13-Feb Benj Furbush

pipes .12½

.12½

13-Feb cash sales

1 pr shoes $2

1 bag salt 0.5

1 paper pins .37½

1 pr side combs .12½

$3

14-Feb Wm Russell

2 door latches $2

1 pr butts 0.38

3 dozen screws 0.5

10 lbs nails @ .18 $1.80

$4.68

15-Feb Steve Cooper

1 pr shoes $2.25

$2.25

15-Feb Adam Fine

2 bags salt $1

$1

15-Feb Dr R Semple

tea 0.5

4 lbs sugar 0.5



$1

15-Feb Antonio Armijo

14 lbs sugar $1.75

1 shawl $4

1 gal brandy $4.50

$10.25

15-Feb Ward & Smith

11 hides $16.50

3 otter skins $4

$20.50

15-Feb Dr R Semple

cr 2 otter skins $2

$2

15-Feb RA Parker

50 fenegas corn $112

$112

15-Feb cash sales

tobacco 0.25

needles 0.25

0.5

16-Feb Dr R Semple

6 lbs coffee $2

.5 lbs nails 0.1

$2.10

16-Feb Wm Bryant

1 pr shoes $2.50

$2.50

17-Feb Benj Furbush

1 lbs nails .18¾

.18¾

17-Feb Theodora Breones

cr 14 fenegas wheat $21

cr 3 hidesw $4.50

$25.50

17-Feb N Barber

1/2 lb salts

1 bbl aguadiente



$50.25

17-Feb cash sales

flour 0.87

liquor 0.5

$1.37

18-Feb Dr R Semple

1 shirt $1.75

cash 1 for buck $1

$2.75

18-Feb A Fine

86 lbs flour @ .06 each $5.16

$5.16

18-Feb Dr Marsh

freight $4

$4

18-Feb L Alford

1 coffee mill $1.50

$1.50

18-Feb Sam G Ladd

1 shirt $3

$3

18-Feb cash sales

1 hankf $1

socks 0.75

liquor 0.25

$2

19-Feb Steve Cooper

6 lbs nails @ .18 each $1.08

$1.08

19-Feb L Alford

.5 lbs epsom salts 0.25

0.25

19-Feb cash sales

tea $2.25

soap 0.25

liquor 0.5

$3



20-Feb Jesus Molina

5 yds calico $2.50

1 ps muslin $15

23.5 yds calico $7.87

24 yds calico $8

2 ps manta $24

1 scrapper $15

1 ps flannel $26

17 yds calico $8

1 ps ribbon $1.50

4 combs $1.75

thread 0.5

silk $1

iron pot $9

2 percussion caps $3

1 lb lamp wick $1.50

1 box + eyes 0.25

3 yds calico $1

writing paper $4.50

velvet $9

brandy $10

2 vests $9

give him cr for $93.75

tobacco $1.50

silk 0.5

$162.37

20-Feb Wm Bryant

shot of liquor 0.37

0.37

20-Feb Maj. Cooper

salt 0.5

0.5

20-Feb Wm Bryant

Wm Russell

1 hankf $1

$1

20-Feb cash sales

hinges and screws $1.13

corn and matches 0.62

$1.75

21-Feb wood screws 0.5



0.5

21-Feb Wm Watson

cr cash $10

$10

22-Feb Steven Cooper

5 door handles @ $1 each $5

8.5 dozen screws $1.32

5 prs butts $2.50

$8.82

22-Feb David A Davis

1 pr suspenders $1.25

$1.25

22-Feb Dr Marsh

14 yds blue muslin $4.66

$4.66

22-Feb Dr R Semple

1 bottle brandy $1

$1

22-Feb Steven Cooper

cr 12 lbs beef 0.25

cash 0.75

$1

22-Feb Wm Russell

cr $12.75

$12.75

22-Feb Dr Marsh

cr cash for freight $4

$4

22-Feb Antonio Armijo

cr 49.5 fenegas wheat @ $1.52 $61.87

cr 12 fenegas corn @ $2 $24

$85.87

22-Feb Wm Bryant

brandy 0.13

0.13

22-Feb Dr R Semple



cr to Benj McDonald's acct $7.75

$7.75

22-Feb Benj McDonald

cr per Dr Semple $7.75

$7.75

23-Feb Dr R Semple, per Inan Baguers

soap 0.25

brandy .12½

.37½

23-Feb Benj Furbush

1 dozen screws 0.18

0.18

23-Feb wood

tobacco 0.25

0.25

23-Feb cash sales

shoes $2.25

salts 0.25

percussion caps 0.25

tobacco 0.25

side combs 0.25

powder .12½

brandy 0.5

stockings 0.75

3 yds flannel $4.50

6 yds calico $2

$11.12½

24-Feb Steven Cooper

6.5 yds mantua $1.62

2 pr butts and $1.05

$2.07

24-Feb Vicente Martinez

20 yds mantua $6.62

$6.62

24-Feb Benj Furbush

1 bottle brandy $1

$1

24-Feb Dr R Semple



4 yds cotton goods for pants $5

buttons 0.25

$5.25

24-Feb William Watson

candles 0.25

0.25

24-Feb William Russell

3 yds mantua $1

thread 0.13

$1.13

24-Feb cash sales

mantua $1.87

thread 0.12

calico $1

hankfs $1

brandy 0.37

thread 0.13

brandy 0.13

$4.63

25-Feb Steven Cooper

4 yds mantua $1.25

$1.25

25-Feb Benj Furbush

1 bottle brandy $1

$1

25-Feb William Bryant

3 lbs coffee $1

$1

25-Feb cash sales

tea 0.25

0.25

26-Feb Dr R Semple

90 lbs flour $5.40

2 chalk lines 0.5

$5.90

26-Feb Sam G Ladd

tobacco 0.25

0.25



27-Feb Steven Cooper

1 pr boots $6

$6

28-Feb Amable Petit

[?] yds flannel $2

1 dress coat $12.50

4 yds calico $2

1 shawl $1.25

pipes 0.25

cr 4 pr buckskin pants $18

28-Feb Wm Watson

95 lbs flour $5.70

$5.70

28-Feb Hen Wood

brandy 0.25

0.25

28-Feb Hen Grow

brandy 0.37

corn 0.5

0.87

28-Feb Benj Furbush

pipes 0.13

0.13

28-Feb cash sales

tobacco $1.75

paper 0.25

thread $1.12

wheat $1

1 shawl $3.50

2 knives $1

1 hankf $1

2 papers tea $2

1 comb 0.5

3 yds mantua $1

percussion caps $1.50

$14.62

Benicia City March 1848

1-Mar Sesto Barujso



1 bottle brandy $1

$1 The last name of this individual is in dispute, 

and could also be "Burejso."

1-Mar Sesto Barujso

cr. 1 hide $1

$1

1-Mar William Bryant

1 box matches .12½

.12½

1-Mar William Watson

candles 0.5

0.5

1-Mar Henry Grow

corn 0.5

cigars 0.25

1 bottle brandy $1

$1.75

1-Mar cash sales

soap .12½

cigars 0.25

playing cards 0.5

brandy 0.62

tobacco 0.13

$1.63

1-Mar William Bryant

1 bottle brandy $1

cash $1

$2

1-Mar R.A. Parker

33 fenegas wheat @ $1.50 $49.50

12 do corn @ $2 24

$73.50

1-Mar Ward Smith

3 hides @ $1.5 $4.50

cash $60

$64.50

1-Mar Dr R Semple

6 lbs sugar $1



$1

1-Mar Jesus Molina

2 ps brown cotton $20

1 ps blue do $13

1 lbs raisins 0.5

$33.50

1-Mar Dr R Semple

cr ge Eglston [?] cash $10

$10

1-Mar cash sales

1 pr shoes $3

3 pails $4

2 bags salt $1

silk 0.12

sugar 0.25

$8.37

2-Mar William Russell

1 pr shoes $2.50

$2.50

2-Mar Dr R Semple

butts & screws 0.62

0.62

2-Mar Davis Fine

1 [?] matches $1.50

1 quire paper 0.44

$1.94

2-Mar William Watson

cash returned back $1

4 lbs sugar 0.5

$1.50

2-Mar Samuel Smith

blue mantua $2

pantaloon stuff $3

blue mantua $1

thread 0.25

$6.25

3-Mar Henry Grow

playing cards $1



32 lbs sugar $5

2 shirts $4

1 hankf 0.5

percussion caps 0.25

bucket $1.50

$12.25

3-Mar Edward S Stutson

1 box shaving soap 0.5

0.5

3-Mar Steve Cooper

1 shawl for an Indian $4

$4

3-Mar Samuel G Ladd

1 sarape $8

$8

3-Mar Samuel Smith

by order to Charles Ward $6

$6

3-Mar paid on acct of

TO Larkin, Samuel Smith $50

$50

3-Mar Samuel Miles

1 pr shoes $4

$4

3-Mar cash sales

raisins 0.25

soap 0.25

0.5

4-Mar Stephen Cooper

13⅓ yds calico for an Indian $5

3 lbs nails 0.45

$5.45

4-Mar Davis Fine

130 lbs flour $7.50

1 lb candlestick $1.25

state pencils 0.13

$9.18



4-Mar Samuel Miles

cash .37½

0.38

4-Mar Samuel Smith

by Charles Ward 

raisins 0.25

0.25

4-Mar R Barber

1 sack salt 0.5

0.5

4-Mar Henry Wood

2 lbs nails 0.37

0.37

4-Mar Henry Grow by Victor Pier

1 pr shoes $1.25

1 shirt $2

1 blue jacket $15

1 hankf 0.75

$19

4-Mar Samuel Miles

1 pr socks 0.75

0.75

4-Mar cash sales

sugar 0.5

0.5

5-Mar Samuel Smith by Charles Ward

soap 0.13

pipes 0.12

hankf 0.75

$1

5-Mar cash sales

cigars 0.25

brandy $1

1 knife .37½

sugar 0.25

soap 0.25

$2.12½

6-Mar Jesus Molina



1 ps calico $12

2 ps mantua $24

calico $9

flannel $15

1 arrobe sugar $4

1.5 lbs tea $1.50

soap $1

tea pot $1.50

pail $1.50

2 shirts $4

1 shawl $4

$77.50

6-Mar Dr R Semple

1 pr shoes $3.50

1 lb nails 0.15

1 tea pot $1

soap 0.25

$4.90

6-Mar Henry Wood

1 sheen twine 0.75

0.75

6-Mar cash sales

1 brush 0.62

4 yds Muslin $2

hooks & eyes 0.25

$2.87

7-Mar Mag Cooper

8 lbs nails @ .15 $1.20

$1.20

7-Mar cash sales

soap 0.25

0.25

8-Mar Ward & Smith

tea 0.38

sugar 0.25

flour 0.25

0.88

8-Mar Henry Wood

2 lbs nails 0.37

0.37



8-Mar Samuel Smith by C Ward

1 lb raisins 0.25

0.25

8-Mar William Bryant

coffee $1

$1

8-Mar Jesus Molina by Martin Variessa

1 bottle brandy $1

4 lbs raisins $1.50

2 prs side combs 0.5

$3

8-Mar cash sales

soap 0.25

saleratus 0.25

hankf 0.5

$1

9-Mar Henry Wood

1 lb nails 0.18

0.18

9-Mar Dr R Semple

saleratus 2/-

coffee $2

$2.25

9-Mar William Bryant

brandy 1/-

raisins 0.5

0.63

9-Mar Samuel Smith per Charles Ward

4 yds calico $2

3 yds mantua $1

hankf $1

$4

9-Mar cash sales

[?] 4/-

pr shoes $2.25

calico $1.25

raisins 2/-

$4.25



10-Mar Henry Wood

2 lbs nails 0.37

0.37

10-Mar Steve Cooper

58 lbs potatoes at 3 [?] per arrobe 0.88

0.88

10-Mar Dr R Semple for Indians

calico $3

hankf 0.75

tobacco 0.12

soap 0.13

$4

10-Mar Benjamin Furbush

1 looking glass 0.75

0.75

10-Mar Robert A Parker

40 fenegas wheat @ $1.25 $50

$50

10-Mar Major Cooper

cr 8 lbs beef .18¾

.18¾

10-Mar Benjamin Furbush

for repairing watch $2.50

$2.50

10-Mar Charles Ward

candles 0.13

0.13

10-Mar William Bryant

candles 0.25

0.25

10-Mar cash sales

liquor 0.25

0.25

10-Mar C.L. Roys

barley $2

$2



10-Mar Samuel Miles

cash $13.13

$13.13

11-Mar Jesus Molina

wood 0.25

1 pr buckskin pants $7

6 yds calico $3

1 shirt $2

5 yds mantua $1.87

1 hankf $1

thread 0.13

$15.25

11-Mar Henry Wood

1 lb nails 0.18

0.18

11-Mar Samuel G Ladd

cash 0.25

0.25

11-Mar G. Hoolingsworth

tobacco 0.25

0.25

11-Mar cash sales

soap 0.25

cigars 0.13

0.38

12-Mar Antonio Armijo

2 arobes sugar $8

thread $2

2 lbs tobacco $1.50

$11.50

cr beef $1.50

$1.50

12-Mar Ward & Smith

beef for Lannek [?] $1.50

$1.50

12-Mar William Watson

candles 0.25

0.25



12-Mar Davis Fine

cr 2 trapps $2

$2

12-Mar cash sales

2 pails $3

2 yds calico $1

brandy 0.37

matches 0.38

sugar 0.12

2 pr socks $1

1 hankf 0.5

$6.37

13-Mar Dr R Semple

82 lbs potatoes $2.46

$2.46

13-Mar William Watson

4 lbs sugar 0.64

0.64

13-Mar Benjamin Furbush

1 comb .37½

.37½

13-Mar cash sales

tobacco $1.75

knife $1

1 hankf 0.5

$3.25

14-Mar Jesus Molina

3 hankfs $2.75

$2.75

14-Mar Dr R Semple

1 pail $1.50

1 shirt for hiles $2

1 shirt $2

1 hankf 0.5

$6

14-Mar Henry Grow

3 yds pants stuff $3.75

thimble .37½



1 aroba sugar $4

matches 0.13

thread & buttons .37½

10 lbs tobacco $7.50

1 bag salt 0.5

2 pcks pepper $1

liquor 0.5

cigars 0.25

$18.38

14-Mar William Watson

6 yds calico $2.25

$2.25

14-Mar cash sales

brandy 0.62

0.62

15-Mar Benjamin Furbush

matches 0.13

0.13

15-Mar Henry Wood

8 lbs rope $2

1 brush 0.25

$2.25

15-Mar William Bryant

liquor 0.25

candles 0.25

0.5

15-Mar William Watson

tea 0.75

candles 0.25

$1

15-Mar cash sales

cigars 0.25

brandy 0.37

matches 0.13

sugar 0.25

calico $1.25

$2.25

16-Mar Dr R Semple by Richards & Ward

1 hankf 0.5



3.5 yds blue drill $1.31

2 shirts $4

1 pr buckskin pants $8

1 doz buttons .37½

needles 0.13

thimble 0.37

1 knife 0.32

$15

16-Mar Henry Wood

tobacco 0.25

0.25

16-Mar William Watson

cigars 0.13

pad-lock $1

$1.13

16-Mar cash sales

sugar 0.12

0.12

17-Mar Calcaris

cr 1 hide $1

$1 This individual's last name could

also be "Culcuris"

17-Mar Calcaris

1 bottle brandy $1

$1

17-Mar William Bryant

liquor 0.5

3 yds blue drill $1.13

$1.63

17-Mar Dr R Semple [for house on the other side]

20 panes glass $5

1 bottle brandy [for Calcaris] $1

2 lbs nails 0.3

5 lbs sugar $1

$7.30

17-Mar Samuel Miles

brandy 0.25

0.25



17-Mar William Smith

1 bottle brandy $1

$1

17-Mar Calcaris

percussion caps $1

$1

17-Mar G Hollingsworth

2 lbs tobacco $1.50

14⅔ yds calico $5.50

$7

17-Mar cash sales

2 hankfs $1.50

matches 0.13

liquor 0.25

sugar 0.13

soap 0.12

cigars 0.13

$2.25

18-Mar William Bryant

1 pr mocasins [?]

3 lbs coffee $1

$1

18-Mar Stephen Cooper

cr 28 lbs beef 0.62

0.62

18-Mar Ward & Smith

28 lbs beef (for launch) 0.62

0.62

18-Mar cash sales

1 pr suspenders $1.25

vest $4

1 hankf 0.5

1 pr socks 0.75

liquor 0.25

$6.75

18-Mar Ward & Smith

cr to Bill of Sundries 12th March $27

$27



18-Mar Thomas O Larkin 

cr order on [?] $150

$150

18-Mar R.A. Parker

cr bill of sundries 1st March $121.38

$121.38

18-Mar William Russell

passage in launch $6

$6

18-Mar Stephen Cooper

passage & freight (in launch) $10

$10

18-Mar For William Bryant

paid Ellis 1st March cash $22

$22

18-Mar Ward & Smith

43 fenegas wheat @ $1.25 $53.75

$53.75

18-Mar Ward & Smith

cr bill sundries (ent before)

[?] $88

$88

18-Mar Stephen Cooper

34 gallons molasses $20.40

$20.40

18-Mar Stephen Cooper

cr for board bill of shop $65

& [?] miles up to 1st April $57

[?] up to date $10

Mr JLW board bill $3

3 hides $4.50

$139.50

20-Mar Henry Wood

by blacksmiths bill $18

by casn to cr $2.25

$18

20-Mar William Bryant



1 percussion cap $2

$2

20-Mar Steve Cooper

1 box 0.25

0.25

20-Mar Henry Wood

liquor 0.75

matches 0.13

0.88

20-Mar Henry Wood

cr by [?] bill $10

$10

20-Mar Ramon Breonis

cr soap 780 pieces $43.33⅓

$43.33⅓

20-Mar Ramon Breonis

3 pr stockings $3

hankfs $6

6 yds blue velvet @ .75 $4.50

silk & thread $1.25

calico $11

1 shawl $4

bucket $1.50

powder $1

calico $10

lace $2

5 yds velvet $3.75

1 ps mantua $12

1 gal liquor $5

$65

20-Mar cash sales

liquor 0.25

shoes $2

mocasins $1

socks 0.38

needles 0.25

$3.88

21-Mar cash sales

1 knife 0.5

paper 0.25



0.75

22-Mar Benjamin Furbush

liquor 0.62

0.62

22-Mar William Watson

tobacco 0.31

candles 0.5

0.81

22-Mar Jesus Molina 

cr 93 fenegas wheat @ $1.25 $116.25

$116.25

22-Mar Benjamin Furbush cr

by his % against Henry Wood $18

$18

22-Mar cash sales

liquor $2

$2

23-Mar Ward & Smith

43 fenegas wheat @ $1.25 $53.75

8 hides @ $1.5 $12

$65.75

23-Mar Dr R Semple

by Henry Davidson

1 shirt $2

1 chisel 0.5

$2.50

23-Mar Stephen Cooper (by Woodin)

1 lb tobacco 0.75

1 coat $4

$4.75

23-Mar Sundey Alford

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

23-Mar Harry Davidson

liquor 0.75

0.75



23-Mar cash sales

tobacco 0.12

0.12

24-Mar Ward & Smith 

cr freight & passage (in launch) $18

$18

24-Mar Dr R Semple

6 lbs sugar $1

3 lbs coffee $1

passage for Davidson (in launch) $3

$5

24-Mar cash sales

calico $3

soap 0.25

$3.25

25-Mar Samuel Miles 

cr 4 month salary @ $20 (to March 20th 1848) $80

cash $20

$100

25-Mar Dr R Semple

2 lbs nails 0.31

0.31

25-Mar Jesus Molina

1.5 gals aquadiente $6

2 ps calico $18

4 sacks salt $2

.5 arroba sugars $2

1 arroba panochy $3.50

3 yds blue drilling $1.13

3 yds pantaloon stuff @ $1.25 $3.75

thread $0.25

$36.63

25-Mar Davis Fine

9.5 arrobas potatoes @ .37 $3.56

$3.56

25-Mar cash sales

2 pr socks $1.75

1 pr shoes $2.25

combs 0.13



$3.13 Pfister's math is wrong every now and then, but its left 

as is for authenticity's sake

26-Mar cash sales

liquor $1.12

barley 0.25

cigars 0.12

$1.49

27-Mar Davis Fine

2 lbs nails 0.37

2 lbs salaratus 0.75

$1.13

27-Mar Dr R Semple

1 hide $1.50

4 panes glass $1

$2.50

27-Mar Benjamin Furbush

salt 0.12

0.12

27-Mar Stephen Cooper

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

27-Mar Kellogg

cr 81 lbs butter @ .5 $40.50

$40.50

27-Mar Kellogg

1 bag salt 0.5

1 bucket $1.50

3 fumbles $1.13

1 lbs salaratus 0.5

tacks $1.37

screws $1.13

hinges $3.25

thread $0.50

nails $10.12

$19.99

27-Mar cash sales

.5 doz timbless $1.50

salt 0.13

liquor 0.12



$1.75

28-Mar Estudario

stockings $1

handkfs $1

$2

28-Mar Pedro Deguerra 

cr 1 hide $1.25

$1.25

28-Mar Pedro Deguerra

tacks 0.25

1 pr stockings $1

$1.25

28-Mar cash sales

liquor $1.13

socks 0.75

1 lb tobacco 0.75

$2.62

29-Mar Antonio Armijo

3 ps prints @ $12 $36

1 doz pr stockings $10

1 pr shoes $2.25

brandy $1.50

sugar 0.25

$50

29-Mar cash sales

liquor $1.25

$1.25

30-Mar Steven Cooper

25 panes glass @ .25 $6.25

1 bag salt for Faust [?] 0.5

1 do do 0.5

$7.25

30-Mar William Russell

cr by cash $10.45

$10.45

30-Mar William Watson

cr by cash $8.25

$8.25



30-Mar Dr R Semple

1 [?] nails $15

$15

30-Mar cash sales

tobacco 0.12

brad-awls 0.13

0.25

31-Mar Vicente Martinez

3 yds pantaloon stuff $3.75

1 yd velvet 0.75

$4.50

31-Mar Landly Alford

1 lb tobacco 0.75

0.75

31-Mar Dr R Semple

4 lbs nails 0.62

0.62

31-Mar cash sales

2 pr mocasins $2

thread 0.25

6 yds blue drill $2.25

1 pa pepper 0.5

comb 0.25

looking glass 0.5

buttons 0.25

$6

Benicia City April 1848

1-Apr Pedro Tequerra

10 yds calico @ .37½ $3.75

1 pr socks 0.5

1 comb 0.25

1 sack salt 0.5

$5

1-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs coffee $2

$2

1-Apr William Bryant



candles 0.25

0.25

2-Apr Dr R Semple H. Richards

1 pair shoes $1.75

$1.75

2-Apr cash sales

cigars 0.13

0.13

3-Apr Henry Grow (by Jose Moraga)

1 ps mantua $12

2.5 yds blue drilling $1

.5 arroba sugar $1.50

5 yds ribbon 0.75

1 lb tobacco 0.75

(by Victor [?])

1 arroba sugar $3

1 lb pepper .37½

1 sack salt 0.5

3 yds blue drill $1.13

$21

3-Apr Major Cooper

1 pair shoes $1.25

$1.25

3-Apr Samuel Miles

8 yds calico $2

combs 0.13

$2.13

4-Apr Dr R Semple

5 lbs nails 0.75

0.75

4-Apr William Bryant

liquor 0.25

0.25

4-Apr Calcaris 

cr. 5 hides $5.50

$5.50

4-Apr Calcaris

3 yds blue drill $1.50



calico $1.12

1 bottle liquor $1.50

tobacco $0.25

soap .12½

$4.50

4-Apr Henry Grow

barley 0.5

0.5

4-Apr cash sales

cigars 0.12

liquor 0.13

candles 0.12

.37½

5-Apr William Bryant

1 pad lock $1

$1

5-Apr cash sales

liquor 0.25

0.25

6-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs sugar $1

$1

6-Apr cash sales

hankf 0.75

comb 0.25

liquor 0.75

$1.75

7-Apr Dr R Semple

20.5 lbs rope @ .22 $4.40

$4.40

7-Apr Benjamin Furbush

salt 0.12

0.12

7-Apr cash sales

liquor 0.12

sugar 0.13

0.25



8-Apr Dr R Semple

1 bag salt 0.5

0.5

8-Apr cash sales

cigars 0.5

0.5 The usual volume of purchases his customers are making has decreased drastically.

Gold was first mentioned in late February [George Washington's birthday]. Is there a 

connection? Nearly ten days into April, and Pfister's customers are making only 2-3 

purchases a day. To drive the point home further, there were no transactions on the

9th of April.

10-Apr Dr R Semple

1 ham [13 lbs] $3.25

1 lb nails 0.15

$3.40

10-Apr Cordreway [cr]

80 lbs ham $15

2 salmon $4.50

$19.50

10-Apr William Bryant

liquor 0.37

0.37

10-Apr Henry Grow

1 pair socks 0.75

0.75

10-Apr Samuel Miles

2 yds velvet $1

$1

10-Apr TO Larkin for [?] Barber $35

$35

10-Apr cash sales

matches 0.25

liquor $1.37

2 salmon $4.50

$6.12

10-Apr L Alford

cr for his bill for washing hauling to this date $10

$10



11-Apr Ward & Smith 

cr for error in bill 26 Jan 1848

Charged for bill $7.5

10 gross at 62 is $6.2 $1.30

$1.30

11-Apr Henry Wood

cr for 1 cargo knife

error .5-.1 0.4

0.4

11-Apr TO Larkin

cr for cash paid

Wood for freight of clapboard $36

$36

11-Apr William Bryant [cr]

cash paid F. Holland $10

$10

11-Apr William Bryant [cr]

liquor $1.25

tea 0.37

shot 0.5

candles .37½

$2.50

11-Apr William Barber

1 pair shoes $2.25

$2.25

11-Apr Dr R Semple [cr]

cash $10

$10

11-Apr Sandy Alford

7 lbs sugar .87½

.87½

11-Apr cash sales

sugar $1.50

$1.50

12-Apr Henry Wood [cr]

9 lbs raisins @ .25 $2.25

on ajc [afc?] of boots $4

$6.25



12-Apr Samuel G Ladd [cr]

on ajc [afc?] of boots for Samuel Smith $4

$4

12-Apr cash sales

matches 0.13

0.13

13-Apr Dr R Semple

2 sacks salt - 1 for McDonald $1

$1

14-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs coffee $2

$2

14-Apr Dr T Bale [pr los Indios]

6 yds mantua $2.25

3 shalls $8

17 yds calico $7

soap 0.12

1 pair shoes $2.50

raisins 0.13

$20

14-Apr cash sales

2 yds ribbon 0.25

1 lb raisins 0.5

0.75

15-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs sugar 0.75

shoes $2.25

shirt $2

$5

15-Apr Samuel G Ladd [cr]

cash $4

$4

15-Apr Davis Fine

1 quire paper 0.75

0.75

15-Apr Edward L Stetson

liquor $1.12



$1.12

15-Apr Henry Grow

liquor $6

cigars $1.50

$7.50

15-Apr Jas. Craighton

liquor $1

sds $1

$2

15-Apr N Hantsucker

1 pair shoes $1.75

$1.75

15-Apr Samuel Miles

liquor $50

cash $13

$62

15-Apr cash sales

liquor $3.13

$3.13

16-Apr cash sales

ribbon 0.13

liquor 0.5

0.62

17-Apr William M Smith

cigars 0.25

0.25

17-Apr Edward L Stetson

liquor 0.5

0.5

17-Apr Davis Fine [cr]

cash 0.75

0.75

17-Apr cash sales

raisins 0.25

thread 0.13

.37½



18-Apr Dr R Semple

8 skins silk $1

6 spoons 0.5

2 lbs tobacco $1.50

liquor 0.25

$3.25

18-Apr cash sales

tobacco 0.12

sugar 0.13

nails $1

$1.25

19-Apr William M Smith

cash $1

$1

19-Apr William Bryant

salt 0.5

liquor 0.25

0.75

19-Apr cash sales

sugar 0.12

liquor 0.25

raisins 0.12

0.5

20-Apr cash sales

liquor $1.12

raisins 0.25

$1.37

21-Apr Dr R Semple

soap 0.75

7 lbs sugar 0.87

$1.62

21-Apr Samuel Miles

1 yd drill 0.25

sugar 0.12

0.37

22-Apr Henry Grow

1 crosscut saw $8

2 augers $1.75

1 tea kettle $3.75



cash $9

to Ellis' bill $6

$28.50

22-Apr C.L. Ross [cr]

to bill of sets Apr 21st 1848 $93.43

$93.43

22-Apr C.L. Ross Dr

by error in bill of the 21st $5.25

[?] cr to hides $1.50

$6.75

23-Apr cash sales

shot 0.25

calico 0.25

0.5

24-Apr Edward L Stetson

cigars .12½

.12½

24-Apr Launch___ Dr

1 paint brush 0.5

1 skin twine 0.75

2 lbs nails 0.3

$1.55

25-Apr Launch (green-horn) Dr

1 skin twine 0.75

0.75

25-Apr James Munroe

.5 tobacco 0.37

cigars 0.25

0.62

25-Apr William Bryant

liquor 0.37

0.37

27-Apr Ward & co

2 passages $4

$4

27-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs coffee $2



$2

27-Apr Jesus Molina

1 bunch cigars 0.5

0.5

27-Apr Benjamin Furbush

liquor 0.37

0.37

27-Apr DA Davis

liquor 0.13

0.13

27-Apr cash sales

tobacco 0.12

cigars 0.25

powder 0.5

shot 0.25

1 broom 0.75

$1.87

28-Apr Edward L Stetson

1 bottle liquor 0.5

0.5

28-Apr William Bryant

liquor 0.13

candles 0.5

matches 0.12

0.75

28-Apr Ino Niles

1 bottle liquor 0.5

0.5

28-Apr James Munroe

1 bunch cigars 0.37

0.37

28-Apr Launch green_horn Dr

1 paper tacks 0.25

0.25

28-Apr Dr R Semple

6 lbs sugar 0.75

1 lb tobacco 0.5



$1.25

28-Apr Benjamin Furbush

1 mugg 0.37

liquor 0.25

0.62

28-Apr cash sales

liquor 0.12

tobacco 0.13

0.25

29-Apr William Bryant

liquor 0.35

0.35

29-Apr Ino Niles

liquor 0.13

0.13

29-Apr cash sales

2 shirts $4

1 hankf $1

soap 0.25

liquor $1.25

tobacco 0.25

matches 0.12

paper 0.13

sugar 0.5

$7.50

30-Apr Dr R Semple (by Samuel Bellony)

1 pr shoes $2.50

1 thimble 0.37

2 pr socks $1.50

cigars 0.62

1 pr moccasins $1

3 yds calico $1

3 yds pant stuff $3

$10

30-Apr cash sales

sugar 0.25

socks 0.62

0.87

Benicia City May 1848 The last month Pfister operated his store



1-May Launch Green Horn Dr

bacon $1.37

4 muggs $1

tea 0.37

4 spoons 0.25

1 lb coffee 0.31

12.5 lbs sugar $1.50

$4.80

1-May William M Smith

Maj. Cooper cr for board bill $3.50

$3.50

1-May Stephen Cooper [cr]

Smith's board $3.50

$3.50

1-May Dr R Semple

tea 0.75

0.75

1-May Stephen Cooper [cr]

James Munroe's board 10 days $4.50

$4.50

1-May Ino Niles

liquor 0.13

soap 0.25

0.37

1-May William Bryant

liquor 0.13

0.13

1-May cash sales

thread 0.37

ribbon 0.13

10 yds muslin $2.50

$3

2-May Felipe Pania

salt $1.25

1 broom 0.75

$2

2-May cash sales



liquor $1.37

cigars 0.25

$1.62

4-May cash sales

ribbon .18¾

soap 0.25

liquor 0.87

silk 0.13

$1.44

5-May R Semple

6 lbs sugar 0.75

1 shirt (for Niles) $2

$2.75

5-May William Bryant

liquor 0.87

cigars 0.12

$1

5-May James Munroe

cigars 0.12

0.12

5-May cash sales

cigars 0.25

liquor 0.25

0.5

6-May Ward & Smith

27 hides sent the 17th April @ $1.5 $40.50

$40.50

6-May William Bryant

paper 0.5

liquor 0.5

$1

6-May Samuel Miles

cash $5

liquor 0.75

$5.75

6-May Dr R Semple for Mr Marsh

3 papers tacks 0.75

silk 0.5



$1.25

6-May Felipe Pania [cr]

1 hide $1.25

cash 0.75

$2

6-May James Munroe

soap 0.25

1 jacket $9

$9.25

6-May Samuel G Ladd

soap 0.13

0.13

6-May Stephen Cooper

2500 ft lumber @ $35 $87.50

$87.50

6-May cash sales

cigars 0.12

liquor 0.75

0.87

8-May Ino Niles

liquor 0.25

0.25

8-May William Bryant

liquor 0.13

0.13

8-May Dr R Semple

tea 0.75

matches 0.25

salt 0.5

$1.50

8-May cash sales

liquor 0.25

nails 0.25

0.5

9-May S Brannon

liquor $1.50

$1.50



9-May Samuel Miles

3 yds velvet $1.50

1 coat $3.50

$5

9-May cash sales $2.50

$2.50

10-May Edward L Stetson

suspenders 0.75

0.75

10-May Dr Semple

7 lbs nails $1.05

$1.05

11-May Dr Semple

1 lb salaratus 0.37

0.37

11-May C Briggs

calico $1.87

liquor + sugar 0.62

$2.50

11-May cash sales $2.25

$2.25

12-May cash sales 0.62

0.62

13-May L Alford [cr]

washing bill of S Miles $5.12

$5.12

13-May L Alford [cr]

mass [?] $5.12

$5.12

14-May S Cooper (for an Indian)

1 pair pants $2

1 pair shoes $1

$3

14-May cash sales $3.37

$3.37



15-May S Brannon

cash $8

cash (for Mrs Lee) $3

cigars 0.5

$11.50

15-May S Brannon [cr]

cash $6

$6

15-May Samuel Miles

mass [?] $8

$8

15-May TO Larkin (by H Green)

1 pair butts + screws 0.75

0.75

15-May H Green

4 packs plus [?] @ .75 $3

$3

15-May James Munroe

1 pair shoes + socks, liquor $2.25

$2.25

15-May Dr Semple

8 lbs sugar $1

$1

15-May cash sales $4.37

$4.37

16-May S Brannon (by Andrew St John)

1 pair buckskin pants $6

$6

16-May Charles Ward

1 pair shoes $2

$2

16-May Benjamin Furbush

cigars 0.5

0.5

16-May Henry Gran



1 chalk line 0.25

0.25

16-May Stephen Cooper (for an Indian)

mass [?] $2.50

$2.50

16-May James Munroe

liquor 0.25

0.25

16-May TO Larkin (by H Green)

1 lb nails 0.15

0.15

16-May cash sales $2.12

$2.12

17-May Mdse Cr by hides $43.50

$43.50

17-May H Green (by N Barber)

1 pair suspenders 0.5

13⅓ lbs nails $2

$2.50

17-May Dr R Semple (by Calcaris) Mdse $22

90 lbs sugar $9

1 box blacking 0.25

$31.25

17-May Dr T Marsh

8 casks $8.50

$8.50

17-May Henry Grow

liquor $3

$3

17-May Henry Green

liquor $7.50

$7.50

18-May Edward L Stetson

shaving soap 0.5

liquor $10

$10.50



18-May TO Larkin (by H Green)

129.5 lbs nails @ .15 $19.35

$19.35

18-May Samuel Miles [cr]

two months salary to May 20th $45

$45

18-May C Ward [cr]

two $2

$2



Today I have begun transcribing Von Pfister's log book, which contains  data pertaining to purchases his customers made from November 1847 to May 
1848. I have left the  information as is, and presented it in MS Excel ; Pfister wrote his records as a spreadsheet. New pages begin with headers, IE "Benicia City November 

The only differences from the original record book I make here are the inclusion of cell headers, presented here in BOLD CAPS .  This is to aid readers and 
accomodate researchers.  I have also modified the format. Pfister always wrote two items per line, left to right, presumably to save space. For simplicity's sake, I have 
included only one item per line. Like the Stone Journal and the Methodist Record book, I have transcribed the original data as accurately as possible from its original hand 
written cursive. However, this Transcriber isn't perfect, and some words may be illegible. Notes will be made for the viewer when such issues arise.  For further information 





This is the first mention of Robert Semple, dentist, owner of Benicia's ferrie service, and the "father of Benicia"












































































































































