
Yes, Cornelius Vanderbilt did attempt to buy the Pacific Mail and Steamship Company. 
In 1858, Vanderbilt and the Pacific Mail Company bid on a contract to provide mail service, 
but the contract was ultimately awarded to another bidder. Despite this, Vanderbilt's intere
st in the Pacific Mail was evident, as he was involved in the competition for lucrative govern
ment deals at the time. 
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