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‘Houth America, visiting the ports of
Cobija, Isluy, Arica and Callao, until
the month of June, when the ship
gailed for Honolalu, taking on board
several additionnl pussengers for Cali-
tornia, among them Capt, Stout, who
came out in udvance of the Pacifle
Mail Steamship Company’s stesmers
to act as agent of the company on
their arrival. After remaining at
Honolulu two weeks, where the pas-
sengers first heard the news ol the
gold discoveries In  Calitornia, the
ship sailed for San Franclsco
on the 31st day of July and arrived in
San Prancisco on the 27th day of Aug-
ust, 1845, being the first U, 8. ship
that entered the port after news of the
treaty of peace betwoen United States
and  Mexico being ratifled, had
reached San Francisco, He had two
horse power flour mills on board,
which by the discovery of gold turn-
ing the attention of the people from
agriculture, were rendered useless,
There was then but one flour mill in
Caltfornin,

Oue of these mills has been used
in this county by lisq. Elam Brown,
He therefore engaged in merchandis-
ing with success, bought a fifty vara
lot on the northeast corner of Stock-
ton and Washlngton Streets, San
Francisco, built a house thereon and
lived in it until April 1849, when he re-
moved to Bunicia, continuing in the
mercautile business there and at Val-
lejo until the fall of 1857, when he re-
moved to Mt. Diablo valley, Contra
Costa county and gettled on the place,
afterwards sold by him to I, J, Smith,
Esq. During his residence in Solano
county, he took an active part in the
founding the Benicia Female Semin-
ary, in buildiog the first Presbyterian
church, and other publie and benevol-
ent enterprises, and was a trustee and

Superintendent of Publie Schools in
Benicia, and City Assessor of that
place. His investment of $25,000 in
that town proved almost a total loes
on account of defective title. In 1856
he presided over the first Republican
County Convention of Solano eounty,
and was a delegate to the tirst Repub-
licun State Convention in California
from that eounty in the same year,
and voted for Fremont the first Re-
publican eandidate for President,

After removing to Contra Costa
county he engaged in the lumber bus-
iness at Pacheco and served as Justice
of the Yeace for two terms and ae
Associate Judge of the Court of Ses-
sions, He terved as Assistant Asses-
sor of Internal Revenue for this
county for six years, from 1861 to 1867,
In 1875 he removed to Oakland for the
better education of his children and
carricd on the real estate businees in
Sun Franecigco until 1882, when on ac-
count of failing health (bronchitis) he
returned to Mt, Diablo valley near
Clayton where he has since resided
with his son,

He had four children, three sons
and one daughter, The youngest son
was drowned while bathing In San
Rimon creek at the age of 17 years,
one son resides in Washington, and
one son with three children near Clay-
ton, The danghter was born in San
Francisco, September 21, 1848, and
was the first child to receive I'rotes-
tant buptism in California, She died
at Clayton, April 3, 1803, her eldest
daughter aged 16 having died a year
previons,
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