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RECENTLY FOUND DATA RELATES .
FACTS IN SAN DIMAS PIONEER DAYS

Many of the early resldenla of
Han Dimas cap recall hearing of
the Clancy 1louse, which atood In
an prove of aycamore Lrees on the
bk the ol Tave Teague
ranchi.  Little was known aboul
the plave except It was supposedly
n #lage stalion and that the chim.
ney was allll atanding. When Lhe
Teigue Broa. came in 1878, as (0
when [t was bullt or by whom, no
one seemed to know,
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Recenlly Mra, linrry  Walker
atd Misa Helen Rees, the local his-
tory funs, became Intereated In
learning more about the Clancy
House and (ts occupants, Through
the County Library, Mlss Rees ob-
tained the address of a Misg Mary
Clincy, who proved Lo be a
daughter of the Denls 8. Clancy,
of the early days and hnd spent a
fart of her early chlldhood here.

Denis 8. Claney was born  |n
Limerick, Ireland, coming to Amer-
ica In his early youth, living in
Memphis, Tennessee. In 1854 he
cnme to San Francisco, but not
likirg the northern city, he with
his wife, Margaret, came to Los
Angeles the following year. He
wns cmployed as bookkeeper by
Matthew Keller, one of the large
vinevardists of this section. His
health not of the best,induced him
to change to some outdoor occu-
pation, so he bought in good faith
some 160 acres in 1862 from the
F. L. A. Pioche estate, the Pioche
family lived in San Francisco.

Mr. Clancy proceeded to im-
prove his holdings and built what
was then considered a very large
house of seven rooms wilth a large
living room and a large dining-
“The lisusce was buil’t"dmo‘ng
the sycimore {rees on the bank of
the stream coming from the ciene-
gas at Mud Springs, along the
present P. E, right-of-way just
easl of Walnut street. The lumber
for the house hauled from Los An-
geles by team or ox cart, some even
packed out.
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Through some friends in the U.
S. army, one of whom was Major
McCormick, afterward governor of
Arizona, Mr. Clancy secured a
conlract with the government to
supply hay, graln, horses, ecte., to
the Lroops passing through on their
way to Arizona and In this way
the ranch developed into a way
station for them and the stage
coiches. The stage line passing
here was spoken of by the Clancys
as the Banning stage, presumed hy
them to have been owned by
Phineas Banning.

Time went on and when the
Clincy’s had been living here
seven or elght years, Henry Dal-
ton came Lo Mr. Clancy claiming
he owned the land under a Spanish
grant, which Mr, Clincy had pre-
sumably purchased in good faith
and supposed he had a perfectly
good title to the property. Having
already suffered losses in the dry
years and also through the failure
in: business of a friend in Los An-

geles to whom he had entrusted
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when they left the ranch, can re-

Chino, and of the
i Puente and Walnut, neighboring

pome Len thousand dollars, almont
hia ontlre fortune, he found him-'
Helf In no position lo carry on an
expensive law wult as his attorneys
in L.oa Angeles advised him thal
o conleat meant a long and expen. |
sive litigation aa the matter would
have Lo be taken up with Lhe land
oflice In Washinglon, and it was
a long way Lo Washington in those
days. Mo the famlily left the ranch
in 1870, moving to some property
they had previously bought in Los
Angeles.

The famlily moved here with two
children, John H. and Mary E.
Clancy and while living here a
dnughter Catherine was born [n
1864, and a son Robert, In 1866.
These were, according (o Miss
Clancy, the first white children
born here as her parents were the
first white settlers In San Dimas,
which at that time was known a3
Mud Springs.

Two other daughters, Elizabeth
and, Anna were born after the
family moved to Los Angeles.
Miss Mary, though a young child
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call the fence her father built
around the house, of which some
of the sycamore posts took root,
the outdoor oven, and that her
parents were friends of the Car-
lyles, who lived where the Cali-
fornia Republic now stands at
Rowlands of

and trading mostly in Puente,
Through Mr. Clancy’s friendship
with Mr. Willlam R. Rowland,
then sheriff of Los Angeles col_mty,
Mr. Clancy, on leaving here, was
given a deputyship, but his health
gradually failed and he passed
uwey ul 1878, just eight years af-|
ter leaving here., His wife surviv-
ing him until 1905 when she
passed away in Los Angeles,
The son, John H. Clancy, being
older than Miss Mary, knew more
about the pioneer days of the val-
ley and kept in touch for many
years with the pioneers of the
valley, but unfortunately he passed
away in 1926 before anyone here
was sufficiently interested to trace
the early history of the wval-
'ey. He had in his possession a |
diary kept by his father, which in- |,
cluded the years spent here but|
vhich he loaned and It was never
“eturned to the family. If this 1
‘llary could be located, much of
:nterest concerning this valley
rould be learned.
® The letter Miss Clancy sent in
reply to Miss Rees' inquiry will be
kept in the local history file. In
addition to the letter much of [n-
terest was gained on Friday when
Mrs. Harry Walker and Miss Hel-
en Rees called at the Clancy home,
meeting two of the three survlv-
ing members of this ploneer fam-
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Miss Mary Wulker was able to
return Lo her position at the Clark
hotel in Los Angeles Sunday after
several weeks lllness at the Walker

home., ¢
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