
JAMES W. BU N K E R  STORE 

SOUTH G OULDSBORO, M AINE

K e n n e t h  H a m i l t o n  and Earle Tracy, Sr. h e l p e d  the editor 

c o n st ru ct  this store, it's appear a n c e ,  it's contents, and told 

so m e t h i n g  about the folks who w o r k e d  there.

The store was one of the first, p r o b a b l y  the first, in 

South G o u l d s b o r o  and it stood a very few feet from the pres e n t  

Wi n t e r  H a r b o r  A g e n c y  (1954). The d r i v e w a y  w hich leads into 

Earle Tracy' s (Sr) garage was on the North side of the store, the 

store e x t e n d e d  sou t h w a r d  close to the road for 60 feet. Kenn e t h 

H a m i l t o n  re m e m b e r s  there were four steps up to a p l a tform, 8-10 

feet wide, w h i c h  ran the length of the building. The store was 

50 feet deep and had on back a shed 25 feet deep u nder a roof 

wh ich  sl ant ed to meet the hill side.

There wer e  two large wind o w s  on the front of the store, one 

on each side of the door, where o v e r h e a d  was a sign "JAMES W.

BU NKE R" wi th " G E N E R A L  STORE" underneath. Kenn e t h  r e m e m b e r s  p a i nting  

this sign e ve ry spring. The store was pain t e d  white, had c lapboard s 

on the front and shingles on the sides. It was one of two stores 

n e l o n g i n g  to "Uncle Jim and Aunt L e n o r a " ( d a u g h t e r  of W i l l i a m  Tracy). 

The 60 foot b u i l d i n g  was always called "The Store" and the sm aller  

b u i l d i n g  south of it, with only a d r i v e w a y  b e t w e e n  w h i c h  curled 

ar oun d the store, was called the F u r n i t u r e  Store. South of these 

two bu ild ing s, w here Earl's Tracy's home is located, was a field 

wi t h  apple trees.

Dates, as always, are hard to find, but it is k n o w n  that Aunt 

Le n o r a  died last year at the age of 96, w h i c h  takes her birth date 

bac k to 1856. It is also k nown  that she m a r r i e d  J i m  B u n k e r  whe n  

she was 19. We le arned that she "came there" to live at the time 

she was m a r r i e d - 1877, and it is k n o w n  that her father h e l p e d  Jim 

Bunker, a l o b s t e r  fisherman, b uild his home, the p r e s e n t  Earl Tracy, 

Sr's reside nce. The main house was built first, then the shed, now 

the Tracy' s kitchen, the barn, n o w  the office of the W i n t e r  Ha r b o r  

A g e n c y (1956). W hen the store was, is not known, h o w e v e r ,  it is sale 

to assume that it would be soon a fter he finished his home or about 

1880.

" D r u m m e r s "  were s a l e s m e n  who came by road, d r i v i n g  one or a 

pair of ho r s e s  to show their samples to James and L e n o r a  Bunker.

Wh en Aunt L e o n o r a  likes the salesman, she put h i m  up over night  

and cared for his horse o v e r n i g h t  in the Bunker stable. The story 

has been h a n d e d  down in the family, that one d r u m m e r  was there 

the night of Nov 26, 1898 when the stea m e r  " P o r t l a n d "  sank.

Dr um me rs  came by land, but the goods o r d e r e d  came by water, 

by EXPRESS. The m e r c h a n d i s e  a r r i v e d  in Bar Ha r b o r  on the J. T. 

MORSE, a side wheeler, from Rockland, then by M aine Cent r a l  boats 

from Hancock, W a u k e a g  Ferry. Then the goods were t r a n s f e r r e d  to 

the M A R J O R I E  and later the S C H 0 0 D I C  and landed in S outh G o u l d s b o r o  

1000 feet south of Colwell & Ford wharf, at a spot to be i d e n t i f i e d  

by a br ick  h ouse out some d i s t a n c e  in the w ater w h i c h  was once 

oart of the sa rdine factory.



Au n t  L e n o r a ' s  chair beside the big south w i n d o w  on the front 

of the store, al lowed he r  to see most e v e r y t h i n g  going on. It was 

her r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  too see that the w o m e n  and children could find 

a n y t h i n g  they asked for. All kinds of c l o t h i n g  for both adults and 

child, yard goods, n e e d l e s  and thread, filled the shelves.

K n o w i n g  that "Uncle Jim's" chair was by his desk at the s o u t h ­

ea s t  corner, one can p i c t u r e  h o w  they could talk back and forth 

w h e n  b u s i n e s s  was quiet, along the n a r r o w  channel, behind the counter. 

Aun t  L e n o r a ' s  p r o vince e x t e n d e d  to the two large tables, which 

a bout  filled  the ce n t e r  of the floor, where men's shirts and wear i n g  

a p p a r e l  we re a r r a n g e d  in neat piles. It is unde r s t o o d  that she had 

a smal l counter, not far from her chair, w here she kept cards, tablets, 

p e n c i l s  and school supplies.

Store ho urs  were f r o m  7 in the m o r n i n g  to 9 at night, and 

S a t u r d a y s  un til  10.

Un cl e Jim and K e n n e t h  used the two Bu n k e r  horses, Kit and 

P r i n c e  for a d e l i v e r y  service. Uncle J i m  went as far as Wi n t e r  

Ha rb o r ,  taking  or ders m o r n i n g  and d e l i v e r i n g  afternoons, every day 

or e v e r y  ot her  day, d e p e n d i n g  on needs and weather. Kenn e t h  confined 

his d e l i v e r i e s  to South G o u l d s b o r o ,  going only as far as the Edwin 

Boyd house, 'up the h ill to Willie H a m m o n d s  and back, n ever going north 

of the James Bu n k e r  r e s i d e n c e ,  and the pres e n t  home of Earle Tracy 

Sr. A f t e r n o o n s  w h e n  the two men were away Aunt Lenora ran the store.

K e n n e t h  got ar o u n d  quite a bit more whe n  bu y i n g  eggs. He paid 

8 c e n t s a  dozen and got the m  at the d i f f e r e n t  pe ninsul farms, e s pecially  

at Ed di e Bunkers, West Go u l d s b o r o .  Uncle Jim, Aunt Lenora and 

K e n n e t h  sa te ye d up into the wee small hours, o c c a s s i o n a l l y  all night, 

c a n d l i n g  eggs w h i c h  w ere sold at the store and shipped out in case 

lots to James br other, George, in Brighton, Mas.

Mr. Tr acy  ha d some old ledgers from the store and found that 

egg s  w e r e  bo ugh t for 8 cents a dozen, sold for 20 cents for two 

dozen. In 1913 oil skins sold for 3.00, simi l a r  garments now 

sell for 13.50 (1956). In 1918 a pair of rubbers were .80, a 

h a l f  cord of wo o d  for 2.62 in 1917, o v e r a l l s  for .50, two cans 

of s a l m o n  for .40.

The F u r n i t u r e  Store was a two story b u i l d i n g  50 x 30 ft.

A c t u a l l y  it was used for both furniture and grain with a few 

b a r r e l s  of flour st o r e d  there in reserve. One can picture that 

f r o m  time to time, as Aunt Lenora sat by her big front window, 

that she w o u l d  l ook down the hill lead i n g  to the shore, turn to 

U n c l e  Jim and s a y , " H e r e  comes Kenn e t h  w i t h  a load of furniture".

It was  a har d pull up the hill for Kit, but he was a very k n o w i n g  

hor se.  W he n we had a h e a v y  load said Ke nneth, Kit kne w  how to go 

past the door, turn off to the right the proper distance and 

j u d g i n g  it just right, b a c k  down grade and right up to the door.

K e n n e t h  ca rr i e d  the light furniture up stairs. They kept tables, 

chairs, beds, m a t t r e s s e s ,  comodes, stands and screen doors.

H o w ev er,  a third of the w h o l e  store was given over to grain.

W h e n  James B u n k e r ' s  health began to fail and before he died 

in 1929, he rented  his store to P ercy W a l k e r  of Eddington. He 

o n l y  ran the store about two years and when he decided to give



it up, he sold out all the stock he could and took the rest home.

For a pe riod of seve r a l  years whe n  the store was empty, Aunt 

L e n o r a  was so a c c u s t o m e d  to going to the store, s h e o f t e n  wen t  down to 

p o l i s h  the cases. In the memory of the ladies of South G o u l d s b o r o  now, 

there were times whe n  she invited the ladies of the Circle of the 

B u n k e r ' s  M e m or ial Church, to m eetthere. On those days she brou g h t  

down large clam chowders, w h i c h  she served at the all day meetings.

Next, Ar nold H i n c k l e y  of St euben ren t e d  the store. He put in 

an e n o r m o u s  ice box w h i c h  he stocked wit h  meat. He did not have 

time to put in o ther stock, for w i t h i n  a few months, in 1938, the 

st ore  burned. A char r e d  light pole still stands nearby, an easy to 

miss  m o n um en t to a once t h r iving business. A l t h o u g h  the G e n e r a l  

Store burned flat, the fur n i t u r e  store was only s l i g h t l y  s c o r c h e d  

on the no rth  side. Capt. Ar t h u r  Holt bought the buil ding, took it 

apart, and fr om the good lumber, built h i m s e a l f  a home. The h ouse 

was  p u r c h a s e d  in 1948 by Louis Be nnett for his home. The house 

w il l re m a i n  the l a s t i n g  evide n c e  of the b i g g e s t  store that South 

G o u l d s b o r o  ever had, "THE JAMES B U N K E R  G E N E R A L  STORE."


