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A summer-house built of native stone. ‘‘Its rugged character was in perfect harmony with its surroundings’’

P

HOW. MY FRIEND ELLIS BUILT HIS LODGE:ON THE 'MAINE COAST

A SUMMER HOME FOR $1,500

Y

By G B H

Illustrated from photographs and from

Y friend Ellis was at one time in the office of a
well-known architect, but gave up the profes-
sion on account of his health and went into

photography, at which he has been very successful. He
is a natural genius. He once made a scimitar from an old
scythe, shaping it on a blacksmith’s anvil. An old bit of
buck-horn he found in the woods served for a handle.
He stained it in blood, left it in the wet earth for several
nights, with acid applications, and then submitted it to an
old sea-captain, who told him how it had been used by
the people of the East. This is Ellis.

When he returned from his first trip abroad, he had
decided to build a small summer cottage, and, having mar-
ried a Maine girl, he naturally selected for a site one of
those delightful spots on the eastern coast. His wife's
folks lived near, which was fortunate, inasmuch as all sum-
mer property needs occasional looking after when not
actually occupied.

Ellis wanted, as we all do, high ground and a view;
and his selection, to my mind, is one of those rare combi-
nations of good sense and good luck so seldom realized.
This is what he chose after due deliberation: A plot
four hundred by three hundred feet, fronting on the town
road and only six hundred feet from a beautiful bay;
and a second plot across the road two hundred feet in
width, running six hundred feet to the bay. (See map.)

The upper plot is crowning in contour, its highest

diagrams by th’p\i owner of the house
Wi

point being near the center, and consists of a large ledge.
The northerly half is thickly wooded with spruce, fir and
hackmatack, while the southerly half, owing to numerous
ledges, is covered with a scattering similar growth, includ-
ing pines. Among the ledges in the scant soil was creep-
ing juniper in abundance. The lower plot running to the
bay is free from trees, except for a fringe of pines and
beeches skirting the shore, and about half-way between
the roadway and the beach is a beautifully clear spring.

To the eastward from the upper plot, and about three
hundred feet from the rear line is a fresh-water lake some
three miles long. It is Ellis’ intention to purchase this
intervening strip of pasture-land, with its scattered growth;
and thus his land, about twelve hundred feet in length,
will have one foot in the fresh water and the other in the
ocean. The crowning ledge is about eighty-five feet above
the sea and fifty feet above the lake.

Of course, the ledge was the site selected for the house,
it being the highest point and more open to the view.
The grove to the north would shelter it from the wind,
while its distance from the thick wood allowed a free cir-
culation of air about it, which is essential at times to keep
away insects.

Before leaving the land to draw the plans, Ellis studied
the actual site of the house with care. The view to-
ward the west suggested sunsets—a double reason for
placing the living-room on that side. Open space toward

(186)

L/

st g

>

]ULY, 1903

the south sugg
toward the ea
most natural a

The localit
rough field st
foundation wa
and cheap; an
in perfect harr

That winte:
mind; and wh
embody every
have a certain
been thought «
two In a sepa
wanted.

The plan e

g

by twenty feet,
old English se:
the back of it .
casas were arr:
low the top sk
The kitcher
two bed-rooms
each. Provisic
tension at som
ing, the propo
owner termed
The follow
laid out and a
sternation of
death of such
the view, and ¢
farmer had sai
When it be
of field stone, t
The ‘““ summer
butt of joke :
wonder.
The first ta
This was not ¢






