A YOUNG MAN’S HOPE was fulfilled by patience and hard work two cen-
turies ago when a stretch of wilderness became the Town of Gouldsboro. Seen
here is the Gouldsboro Town House which stands near the spot where the
young settler pitched his tent and surveyed the area. (Crane photo)
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Likely

Gould had no money except
the small salary he received as
a surveyor, but he was full of
enthusiasm and was apparently
a natural-born promoter. Conse-
quently, when he decided to pro-
mote a settlement in his favorite
region, he headed for Boston to
obtain financial backing. After
shopping around a bit he selected
a Boston merchant, Francis
Shaw, and Colonel Nathan Jones
as the most likely prospects for
the help he required.

Shaw, who had made a lot of
money in his business, looked
upon the project as an invest-
ment. But Colonel Jones wanted
a closer relationship with the
property to develop it and make
it his home. The Gouldshoro”re-
gion was listed as Township
Three on the maps of the Crown,
and in due time the Courts of
Massachusetts gave the three a
grant of all of Township Three.

Shaw and Jones had plenty of
money to finance their share of
the deal, but Gould had to get
outside backing to take care of his
part of the deal. Being a fluent
young man full of enthusiasm for
the project, when he contacted
the Boston agent of the English
firm of John Lane Esg., he got
the money needed without any
trouble.

The Lane company took a mort-
gage on one third of the land as
security, and Gould was in busi-
ness. But that was only part of
his problem for he needed settlers
to make the project a success.
However, the fast talking young
surveyor tackled the problem
with the same energy and en-
thusiasm that he had used to get
financial backing. He went up
and down the Maine coast look-
ing for people who were dissatis-
fied with their way of life, and
before long a steady stream of
settlers were headed for Town-
ship Three.

Gould figured, and rightly, that
the Crown’s Commissioners would
not leave their plush Boston office
to come to the Maine wilds to in-
vestigate any census list. After
receiving Gould’s list, the officials
made a tentative recommendation
that the petition for a town be
granted. Then they filed it and
promptly forgot Gould and his
ambitions.

As things worked out the laxity
of the Commissioners was of lit-
tle importance, for the Revolu-
tionary War started. For a time
residents of both Boston and
Gouldsboro were much more in-
terested in its outcome than in
the fate of the proposed Town of
Gouldshoro.

Becomes Town

But Gould was a persistent fel-
low and after the war ended with
a victory for the American forces,
he introduced his petition to the

new American Commonwealth of 1

Massachusetts. It was favorably
received and in 1789 an Act of
Incorporation was issued that
made Plantation Three the Town
of Gouldsboro.

Alexander Campbell Esq., Jus-
tice of the Peace, was empowered
to issue a warrant for the first
town meeting, and to name a man
to notify the inhabitants of the
town of the proposed meeting.
Squire Campbell selected Thomas
Hill. Yeoman, to carry out ffie.
action. He informed all of voting
age that the meeting would be
held at the home of Samuel Libby
at 10 AM. Thursday the 23rd of
April 1789.

At the meeting all required town
officers were chosen. They includ-
ed Fence Viewers. Deer Reevers,
and a Sealer of Leather.



