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'!'he Norman Bi.rd-A l-'lyer f.'43 Ma.y'76 

Hi I Even as you :read thl::i the Eanct. ie at it I s Springtime beet. Dtie to the 
''Hu~ry 1Jp" weather we are a full three weeke ahead of our:,elvee. The iisra.eB 
trails are emerald, leaves are at their t~ndereet 8Teen. Some of the late 
one~ look like hand covered button~ etill!, In the open spa.cee the aere 
grasses cf winter are being pulled, one by one, and woven into bic ~ten­
i~l ne3ta. It wa.e in M13-roh that the winds brought down la.at yea.r_~,e i,tout­
~et nests, opening up prime building eites for this year'3·crop of home­
maken. Alongside the forest trails all eorts of thinga are-up,---the Solo­
mon seals, both faloe and true! violets and ferns are eye-cat,ching, '.flh~re 
are thoueands of aeedling15 in unidentifiable stages,, In a few da.ye their 
aeoond leia.vea will be up. h.'ven the 11.e.gpolo is up! 

Our angular Bam is being softened by green fuz~. You do realize~ don't 
you. that a ehingled Ba..rn IS New liJlgland?Oth~r sections of the country- ha~e 
atone; logs, fitted or chinked;elate. or clapboardo and lappl!d boarda,(Pro­
nounced clabbud and labbud!)~ As you approach Drury Gt. cast your eyee up-­
onthe ehadbush in full bloom~ ~'her~ is something ab..,ut the feathery flowe:r;s 
and grey-green l eavee a.ga.inet the green ... grey ehine-l~s tha.t is ~~rench. While 
down the trails, junipers,etraight and tall a.re--wall. t,hat's Ita.J.i&."1! 

* -II * 
All kind:s of intereeting bird.a a.re arriving daily--or passing throu,d-1. 
'!'he Canada geese. who linge-r in the Fall, don• t evt>tn glance down M 
they speer' northward1 Indigo Buntings stopped a while to rest and eat. 
catbirde have arrived tor the eea~on ae have the heron~. Soon the wood 
thrush will start their orchestrations in the forest.And those of us'lho 
are lucky will see the courtship flights of humming bird~. As someone· 
said," a etately minuet, not horizontal aorose a ball room floor, but 
vertical, through the air'' .Tiny hummingbirds come up from South America. 
From the South Pole the Artie Tems will make their annual flight to the 
North Pole--a round trip of 22, 000 miles a year.(Do you have trouble 
getting to Fall Rjver?) 

* * * 
The most pathetic birde on the island aN phea..-,ant:,. 'I'her.e S.!.·•~ not enough 
hens to pair with the cooks! In reeponee to the request for a pheuant 
sighting, there were only three calla from those o! you who eaw a cock 
with 3 hens. None eaw more. And one of those caile came from as far way 
as the Ocean Drive. There was knowledge of Sanct. neighbours eating 
pheaeants (againat the law to kill a pheasant outside of l~sa,1 period, 
and against the law to kill them in anyway other ths.n shooting). Now 
the truth is kno~n that a strong hunt club put the politcal muecle on. 
and got the shooting rul~s relaxed so that hunters were allowed to kill 
one hen a day dud ng the hunting seasonf Now pheasants a.re very smart 
birds. In the hunting eeason roosters are no where to be seen, but h~ns, 
knowing tha.t they a..r·e protected, are all over the ma-p. Last ye~n: they 
lrTere a.3.Jnost wiped out. 'I'hta.y a.re needed in the fooci chain. So if you can 
possibly afford it wTite to the followinga (P.C3 a..c-e luss costly) 

Ji.imee Llhadwick Chief of Wi~dlife Manase:nent 
Charles Alltm ) 
Jam~a Myer both of \.!ildlife Management 

addreee of all three; Dept. Of Natural Reeources, Veterame' Memorial H''LD"G 
Providence R.l. 02903 Tell them that hens are endangered 



part of wildlife here on. Aquidneck Ieland. 'fell them to cease Md desist in 
the culling (nice word for killing) of female pheasants.Ae long ae nature 
providee a natural culling in the fonn of encephalitie (sleeping eickneas) 
which our pheasants 15uffered from 2 yeare ago, we do not need an artific­
ial culling. 

Do you know wh~t eome ante did when tac~ with a blob of jelley that f~ll 
from a pea.nut butter sandvich? They gathered bite and pieces of dead gra~s 
and leaves, pile-d them ,up on the ~lley and waited for the rrup to ,melt the 
goo, then carried the sweet aoaked bits back to the colon..vr 

* * * 
.Poe is back in pri.son. He wa.e uhelping" peopll!I unpla.nt their ga.rdene. Now 
there are tho~e neighbours who love Poe and there are tho8e who don 't, so 
it wae deemed. wise· tQ incarcerate him. It juet might be that li'earleae Lead­
er will ea,,e hb life by keeping him. in the e.irie that i~ rapidly taking 
ehape behind the goose pen. Poe'e jail is in the loft. Unlimited visiting 
hour~. RaM chicken neck8 as gifts are welcorae.(Or anything else that comes 
t() hand!) Maybe Poe W'M trylng to tell the gardeners eometningi--within 
hours of his capture in the deplantei:3 garden.the tempo h?.d dropped to the 
lowest point on that date--April 12--in 72 yea:r~! 

.. 4 * 
Teddie, the Koala. bear who made Australia.'e airline fa.moW!("I hate Qa.nta!!! 11

) 

ia dead of a kidney infection,and old age, in the Sa.n Diegr-, ioo. He wa~ the 
only male Koala in the USA. Years ago a picture of a koala in the aT.tM of 
the then .Pre~idfllnt. 'l'edd1e Rooeevel t, inepired a toy manuf~cture:r to make 
aome plush bearo. With the pexmisaion of the President, they were called 
Teddie Beara. One ca.n only wonder at the billiona of button-eyed fuzzy 
toye that have been made since! A survey &hows that a g:i.-«at many adults 
keep their Teddies all their livee long. Ho~~fully the adul t ~ have stop­
ped sleeping with them before Social Security s9ts in. 

•- * * 
:..n a practice run, a race ho-rtte,"Diablo" broke hie lfag,even as did Ruffian 
and Prince rhou Art. This horse broke his hind leg and so could not kick 
hia caet., He will go to stud inetead of being "put down" (Another nice way 
to say "killed"). It seem.a that hun1an,s a.re' breeding racers with too long 
;.ones to be good--a longer stride,heh? A race horse weigh.-, a.bout a ton. With 
evolution,horaee run on what is the equal of a. finger or toe. Thie means 
that about 500 pounds comes down on a tippy toe with each step. Suppose a 
fourth of your weight ca.me down on your big toe with each etep7.And then 
suppose you had to race! In the speoialized breeding of animals, man ha.a 
done some thoughtlesn things. The long low dogs, like baesetts and dachunts, 
animals have been bred who can scratch no pa.rt of the!leelves except their 
elboa! Isn't that mean! 

* * * 
Dutch ~uia.na, a horcibly hot and buggy pa~t of the world, ueed to belong to 
(;reat Britain . b'ng-la.nd bartered it away 300 vears ago for a tiny ieland call­
ed Manhattan. Last November Dutch ¼ui0na bec4We an indep$nd8nt country call­
ed "Seranarn~ Whether Sera.nam or Manhattan ls better off today is a moot 
question.. As thei t nation achieved independence one half of the Seranamese 
w~re seeking jobe elsewhere in the world. 

This year, our 200th, it might be wise tc oonder on our founding fathere.Our 
n~ws media have pointed out to us that the:, were mortal. Too ba.d so few ha.'le 



stressed that thoee mortals pledged their "livee, their fortunes and their 
honor" in the fight fox freedom. Some loet their lives, more lost their 
fortunes, but not one even compromised. hie honour, 

* * * , 
ACHTUNG I A'£1l3,CION ! AT'l'ENiION~'!! A'i"l'hlNTION ! 

The Sanctuary neede your laudable infusione of philanthropy----
On Sunday, June 27th at noon, the Sanct, will be hoet to th~ cadets from 
the eight emalleet Tall Shipe (About 80 men age 15-18). We have the gift 
of buses to get the men back & forth from Town, but we shall need your 
help in ntaking a go of it. Do you have a ~ha.rcoal bai:--b-que to loan? Will 
you eimply donate it for use on the 27th or will you ptteide ao Chef. over 
your own pit? Will you bring utensils & charcoal etc? If you can do none 
of the above will you give a pound or more of either ground beef· or hot 
doge/ buneJ butterJ muetardJ relishJ cokeJ ice oreamJconee1 We"ll need 
chopped onione, piccalilly and sauerkraut too~ Call 847-4967 after 3 & 
before 7 p.m.,and tell what, in the kindnese of your heart,you w1eh to do, 

With 80 tellowe we ehall need 40 girls each with 3 bath towele!!I 
We plan a ewim at 3rd for everyone. An all_Ainerican picknick at the Sanct. 
Each girl to loan a towel to two cadets and U3e Qne herself. ~'he food and 
the cooks from adult membership or young onee w'ho will toil over hot etovee, 
o~ ecoop ice crearo/cokee, We need: record/tal)I! pla;yen and the beet of ou.T 
preeent dance music. (Young people from ~urope would,we feel, rather dance 
1976 liSA style than 1776!,)Altho' it our mueica.1 group will, ve'd like to 
have a go at equare and country etyle etuff, huh? (That will be 120 young 
people plus the workere. The Sanct. ha.ea freezer, eo food ca.n be bought 
and brought ahead of the crush of traffic. It ehould be a ball! So call! 
Hooter will be astonished, 

* * * 
The "Oh dear" department; The White Ho"WJe egg roll this Easter was with 
plastic eggs, 
A group~ scientists, docto.rt,, lawyer.~ and prieete ie meeting to come . 
up with a 09',/ definition for the state of death . The push ie on to 
use the brain wavee as the indicator. But an outstanding bra.in epecial­
iet in EEG reading says he gets "brain wavee" from a mound of li.Jle jello! 
If you've noticed that th~ dairy products aro laeting longer thM they 
ueed to. its becauee they are receiving ''ul tra .. paeteurization" e In other 
words they are rendered virtually sterile. If you keep them refrigerated 
it will ta.ken longer for them to rot! Gone are the daye when one got eour 
cream/milk for cooking! 

¥r * * 
Bicentenial bite end p!eoee _ 

The :Briti15h officere had such fancy wign a.nd ha.irdoa--all coiffed and 
powdered, that when they met,a.nd tipped their hate a.e gentlem$n should, 
it created a to-do in the hair-do. Thus the military B&.lute wae born. 

It used to be spelled Cantucke, can you guess what it il!I now? 

ne11jamin Franklin said "I am happy to have acquired the ha.bit of the Purfluit 
of happinees'', He aso se.idt ''He who fallB in love with himeelf has no rivals'' 

Nostalgia is like A grammar leaeon. You find the preaent tense and the past 
perfect--pluperfect even. 



CoDlin_g Events 

We have t~o fine art exhibits appearing tbfe Spring a t the Sanctuary: 

Sunday, May 73rd through 3une 6th, Paintings and drawings by 

l!elen Ritchie lteg11aue1· l:Jn the theme of nature. 

Saturday, June 19th through the 2ht. Willhm A .. Roffman will exhibf.t 

silk screen printingd of birdo and wildlife. 

Thft exhibits open at b00 pm &nd the publlc h invited. 
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l:l)RW.N BUD SA~RY SlJM?ofF.R CAMP 
PROGRAM 

Nature Day Cimp for atudents aged 6•12. 

Six one week s~esions from: 9:00 to 17: 00, Monda, thru Prtday 

Session 1 •-••-~-•••-•-•••w•••-•-••••-•~•••••-••••••• June "8th to .July ?nd ' 

Seenion ... 
--------------~--------~-----------·---~--· J'uly 6th _t~ July 9th ~ 

I -

Sessio• 3 -------·-----·-~--------------------~------ July l:.>th to July 16th 

Ses1ion 4 ----·-------------------------------------- .July 19th to July '3rd 

Session 5 --------------------------------~---------- July ?6th to July 30th 

Seesion 6 ---------•--M-~----•-------•---•----------- Aug, ?nd to Aug. 6th 

* During thee~ aeeaiofta we will have cla•s•s for children entering 
Kindergarten. 

COST - He.mbers $15.00 per session Non-Member6 $70.00 
Except for session 2 which ia $17.00 members, $15.00 fton-~bers. 

******** 
A two week study of sea, beRch and shore for ages 11 • 15 starting 
July 12th thru July ?3rd, Monday thru Friday, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

COST: Members $50.00 Non-members $75.00 

REGISTR.ITION BY MAIL 
******************H********tt**********H**************H****************** 

NAME ----------------------------------
ADDRESS ------------------------------
PRONK ---------------
SESSION 1. 

2.-
3.-
4.­
s.-
6.--

A.GB ----------------
S ltA STUDY 

All checks payable to Normar. Bird Sanctuary 


