Bird sanctuary
awarded grant
for Gray Craig

Money not going to town

By Mary E. Cronin
Daily News siaff .
MIDDLETOWN ~— The state has awarded a

$400,000 grant to the Norman Bird Sanctuary —
not the town of Middletown as the governor's
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But after checking again with the state De-
partment of Environmental Management this
morning, Divine s2id the grant is actually to the
adjacent bird sanctuary.” :

The Newport Daily News learned about the
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Oops! Gov. DiPrete’s office goofed ’

To the Editor;

I-am writing in regard to Mary Cronin’s article titled “Town gets Gray
Craig Grant” which appeared on the front page of the Sept. 28, edition of
The ] News. Unfortunately, the state’s press release, the document

‘upon which this article was based, was erronepus. I would like to con

reet the record and hopefully eliminate any misconceptions that might
have been created as a result of the article. .

On June 2, 1989, the Norman Bird Sanctuary applied for & $400.000
state grant to be used, if approved, for the purchase of conservation
easements within Gray Craig estate. The $400,000 award, discussed in
Ms. Cronin’s article was in actuality given to the Norman Bird
in response to their application. The town of Middletown did not apply
for state funds for this purpose.

Receipt of the $400,000 is contingent upon an agreement between the
developer (Gray Craig Associates) and the Sanctuary. When an agree-
ment is reached, the Sanctuary will be seeking additional funding sup-
port from both private and public sources, to include the tows of Mid-
dletown. The expected purchase price of land and conservation ease-
ments, as well as exact acreage, are still under negotiation. Hopefully,
an agreement will be reached in the very near future, so that details of

- the transaction can be provided to the public,
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