The Norman hird-- a Flyer No.44 June '76

Hi! 'The Sanct, has crept through a cool May towards summer. The smell of mall
flats, clams and red seaweed filled the air, until a few hours of sun brought
out the roses, If you've driven around Second by Hanging Rocks with your wind-'
ows up, you're a nut, Upen up to roses! (Scon to be overlaid by hqngyauckle!)
Did you know that esrly maps show the Island as "Hose Ialand"?_Tha exﬁlorerﬂ
came too late for apple blosgomse-too early for clovers, The paralyzing sweet~
nesa cf wild cherries must have mixed with the perfumes of roses as their ships
rode at anchor., Anyhow, the bees have been awfully busy foxr an awfully long
time, and they still are, where would we humanes be if ever they should quit?
Warblers ¢ ame by the thousands, with dozens caught and banded. For the {irst
time a hummingbird was banded! The tiny yellow warblers that stay to summer with
us eat the seeds of dandelicns--just the right size for a feast., A huge migrat-
ion of warblers, flying at night as most migrators do, came down exhausted,
through a fag and found the@selvea over Lake Michigan,Warhlers can not swim,
This is the season of =small creatures, There are small toads to be protected
from lawn mowers, They will eat their weight over and over again in insects and
slugw. Yaby mice, little rabbits will alse eat~—their weight over and over ad
over on your garden stuffs!. The big scare crow in yellow overalls, that sur-
veys the garden plots at the Sanct. scares no mice, rabbite, racceoons or crowsl
* X W
Baby birds are popping out of neste, To care for them, you need: a {shoe) box
filled with dried grass, leaves or crumpled papers a can of dog food=-nothing
special; a match-sized twig; a safe warm place for wes one, Then all you do ie
feed this ever empty stomach, When it has had enough it will sleep, When it is
hungry, you will be told.Do not give it milk unless it ie & baby platypuss,
Bread is not a sufficient diet for a bird, it will get water from the foed., If
you feel the food is drying out add water tc the food. As the bird grows {eath=
era, put idwarmth & shade, If it starts tc hop, let it, Should it start to
fly, bravo! lincore,encore! Just watch the cats, the kids, marrauding raccoonge=

beat bring it in at night.
* ® *

Did we remember to tell you that the Canada goome, whome leg was badly infected,
(and was healed at the Sanct. last Fall) tock off with a laie migration? She was
the cne the whole Uanct. staff fell in love with, When she earlier tried to join



a flight she couldn't catch up with them, -4 she came back to ues next day, Do
you remember that she circled low and said goodbys and thanks before she did
her try? One can only wonder if she found hex mate, Dispite ﬁer crippled foot
she never lost her queenliness,

The smew was last seen in April, making eyes at a Golden Ey?wfa dupkrand'din
stant relative, Poe is still incarcerated, And anicsr fellow there never was,
One would expect corvine curses from his-cage, but he's toec good natured for
that,.

L2 o
Some of the luckier members of the Janct, have seen 28 & great mals osprey, Some
times he simply flies over the marshes, other times he's been sighted eating a
goodly fish he's caught. A2 he circumnavigatea our lemd, we hope he sees the
nest all ready for him. Next March, when oapreys migrate, maybe he'll recall
it and bring his bride, The {lat will still be waiting as it has been for so
many years! If you've never seen the battle in he skies between father and seon
osprays over last year's nest, you have mimsed one of ihe greatest air fights
of nature--~it goes on for hours, until one wears the other down, Winner gets
the family homestead, i
* % N

Devil's Canyon in Death Valley, may not be drained, says the state's Court,se
the little fish that live there, and only thers, can continue to do so0, Are
they called "pup fish"? But the people whe were determined to "protect" the
carribou in a part of Alaska,have killed the local wolves! No resirictions have
been placed on hunters with guns! Did you evar hear of a human hunter who picked
the weakest, smallest,and sick, among the herd,as wolves alwaye do?Doesn't a
man with a gun always seek the finest biggest specimen,"the head will look great
on the wall) With the wolves gone, the days of the carribou are numbered, It was
the wolves that kept the balance. It is man, the culprit, who upsets things.

* W #
Among the purple finches and“House" finches a few yellow topped finches have
started te appear, Instead of a wash of vin roa&,these sport a tepping of
yellow chartreuse! They came originally from iaslands of the south and southwest

Pacific, Like the linnets, they were released by pet shop keepers, and they have
adjusted to our climate, Without any natural enemies they may become pestm! The



colours of the Hawaiian finches run from yellow into orange, while ithe rice finche
is just yellow ( where the purplez are purple!). They sat every kind of thing,
preferring, naturally, the most expensive: thistle seeda,

**t‘
In the late 19608 we read that the 1970s Qould be a decade of esarthquakes, So faxr
there have been 22 quaka§ with readings of 6.6 or higher, We alao_;gad that the
Chinese can tell where and when. (Which calls to mind the quih-of ﬁrerar.E-
"Dammed clever, these Chinese"). Do you know what elsme is back? Manners!
Etiquette. Little girls who curtsey, little boys who bow! Every one wearing
white gloves when they dance together, the girls in Mary Janes,ths boys in

trousers, jacketim, neckties ete, All sorts of almost forgotten things! One wonders
how long it will take to apread like a lovely disease acrosess the land, The blue
Jean jag has been a phenomenon--for the first time in histery the clothes of

the poor have crept up onto the backs of the rich. Now with everything upside=

down, the haves are enjoying patched pantz,

& % N
June 27th., The Tall Ships picnick ait the Sanct, came off without & hiteh, except

that we had 25 cadets instead of the expected 80, They would net have gone to
Mystic had they realized hat beautiful girle were waiting for them in the or-
chard--and what mountaina of food.! As usuzl, the members of the NBES came crash-
ing through to give and to work and to clean up. You're darmed nice peopla'So
thanks a lot, yvou're wonderful!

L B
If yeu plan to go back country packing, permite are reguired in 39 National
Forestis, Write to " Back Country Informnation" at the parks you plan to viait, Per-
mits are also required for trips om rivers flowing thru 6 Park arsas, The reason?
FPackers have been so driy, thoughtless and selfish in the past, the Servicss wvant
to know who is where and when, If you go, leave a clean spot behind you, even if
you found it a meas!

* % %
Want to turn an honest buck this summer. How about running the gift mhop at NBS
on & share-the-profit basis, Part time job, 1~4:30 Weds-Suns., You can swim avery
morning, sad seil all Mon and Tues! Call Mrs Fearless Leader--846-9740

* % %

Do you realize that had the winter of Valley Forge been leas fierce, Washington
would have beaten the Bristish mercenaries sooner, and we'd be over our Bicenten~
ial celebration by now! Hang in there!(But aren't the Tall Ships semethin"!)



