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Ue ' r e s lippi ng i nto Spring! Wi nter ,-1asn ' t so drab a t i me ufter all . Red mapl es 
have shown cr i mson i n bud, f l ower l eaf or stem the year r ound. They cause the rosy 
fog effect a1·ound the r i dges all winter . In col our l ess ,'linter the ever greens stand 
green- bl ack , casti ng amet hyst shado11s on rose colour snow at sunset . Ther e wer e 
slashes of orange where rabbi ts had eaten bark f rom f r ui t trees - r ainbows i n i ci c l es 
at noon- the gleaming eyes of rabbi ts in r itual dances in the moonl i ght , r efl ec t i ng 
l ights from the house . There were cross- br ed pheasants , ringnecks to NY birds , 
ringnecks to goldens , all t1ith di f f er ent mar kings and wi th di gnity r ui ned by snow 
on their tai ls ! Br ooks ran wi th bubbl es of ai r under i ce ; the bubbl es caught , then 
movi ng on • .::iome redwings , robins , ducks and suans ui nter ed wi th us all season. 
~.'ith winter over there is still plenty of f ood fo r them l eft . \ie ' ve marvelled at 
tiny Niagaras formed by threads of rain seeping through rocks and free zi ng. Bven 
with ear muffs on, the song sparrows ,,,er e heard 1·1arming up thei r throats for .::'ipr ing. 
The Great Horned Owl nested in the Sanctuar y uhil e pusseyuillows gleamed i n Februar y 
moonl ight . I n sun one coul d see that some are pi nk under thei r sil ver "fur". By 
mid- March peepers uere peeping in tho li1arshes as the nuptial flights of uoodcock 
took place at sunset . Doim under i ce all ,,,i nter fresh gr een ,-ratercres s and horse­
tails gr ew and one could see snail eggs and polliuogs . In l ate harch, black a l ders 
began to drip their pollenl aden tassel s - l ater these seed pods i-rill l ook like pi ne 
cones of microscopic size . Ci nnamon ferns started to unroll their fiddl eheads & 
under dead gr ass ther e are t i ny tender growi ng clover. Dandel ions al uays find a 
warm spot- battered and bl ooming! They get thei r name from the French ,,,ho thought 
the leaves resembl ed lions teeth "Dentes des lions ." In earl y Apr i l th~ spice 
bushes near the Pond are yellm-1 wi th bl ooms . 'fhe Spring Azure butterfly ,·rill 
flutter by i n mi d- April . I n the woods the Mourning Cloak , a taupe col oured butter­
fly \Ti th dots of sapphire and edges of gol d , will be out of i t ' s cocoon ,-,hen wood 
anemonies and trout lillies are i n bl oom. By then we ' ll be s l ippi~g i nto summer.! 

April i s dues month f or members . Those of you 1·1ho " joi ned" the Friends of the 
Sanctuary half uay through the year pai d half dues . Thi s made for a monumental 
boolu:eeping mess • . ~ have to get organized sometime . Thi s i s the moment of truth. 
\ie are unhappy to send out two appeals at one time . \le know a iiadison Avenue type 
PR man woul d have a breakdovn over the ~pproach • He a l so knou our friends ! •rhey 
lrnow that a spice bush leaf wi ll not replace an . 08 cent stamp, nor can a Spri ng 
Azur e carry the mail. They lmou hou thei r dues are used! One other thing you can 
do to hel p- ,·rhen you have deci ded what you will gi ve for the Matchi ng Dollar Fund 
- please make out tuo checks , one mar ked "Fund" and the other "Dues"-otherwi se we 
may ueep! All checks made out to the Norman Bird Sanctuary are tax deducti ble . 

Bess Iiyerson of .NY ' s Consumer Protection says there is more organic food sol d than 
is grown. A word to the wise- you can buy the same food for less in your l ocal 
market ! 

There ' s a shortage of honey in the uorld . Due i n part to weather , i n part tour­
bani zation but mostly due to i nsecticides . 

How have rocks served you today? Did you use a 
it was made of tal c , the softest rock of Larth. 
- a soft rock too . You scrubbed. a stain uith a 
l ava. He have lava in the NBS t Or perhaps you 
a desert rock. 

powder with tal cum i n it? I f so , 
You used a pencil- made of carbon 

scouring powder- made of powdered 
enjoyed water softened by borax , 



Our use of words is interesting. We allow a child to be "aborted" and deer to be 
"cropped", but we "kill" wolves• ,ie just don't like to think that a baby has been 
killed, or a s oft eyed doe. Thus wa do a snow job on ourselves and rest in a state 
of passivity while blood flows rich and red. 

A survey shows that children watch TV 900 hours a year-that is 80 t wel ve hour days 
a year! Surely such boob tube gazing i s the death of inventiveness and imagination. 

0--·sters have been on Earth for 600 million year s. In all that time they have not 
changed , nor have they changed the worl d . Nan has been here as l ong as it t~kes to 
wi nk an eye-relativel y . Just l ook at what man has done to Barth! 

It has been said "If you want to change your life completely-Get a Horse". The 
Bird knm·1s a lady whose life has been made a whistly l aughi ng thing by a bird. She 
found a naked f l edgeling of unknown family . Despite somber warning that it might 
not live , she faithfully followed the advice given by the Sanctuary. Bird grew 
i nto a starling . Lady ' s l ife is a riot of l aughter . Truly starlings are nature ' s 
clowns. 

Your membership dues have bought ½ of a second hand tractor! The •.rrustees wilted 
and gave the other hal f. After 19 years of beseeching and begging, a tractor i s 
now at The Barn. A shed will act as Tractor Port to shelter it. It has a plow , a 
mower , scrapper et al. Just think, we can scrape and fill our very own potholes ! 
Bet we have loads of volunteers now to cut br ush! Anyone for mowing a field-fun! 
\-Je 'll now mou our own alfalfa , do our own trail s and plow acres for the 4H to garden 
this summer. The rest of your dues have been accounted for in detail , except for 
the sums spent on teaching. More than 50';6 have been so used and will continue to 
be used for teaching- th~t i s our reason for existing. The Advisory Committee , 
whose names appear on the other l etter enclosed , hope to give Hr. Gar dner a "raise" 
by picking up the tab for Bluo Cross , 1Jorkman 1 s Compensation and Retirement Fund. 
WE NEED MORE MEMBERS. Try, each one of you, to bring in one new member. Hel p 
us grow. 
AND: wherever you go TALK SANCTUARY. If you should find some unenlightened soul 
who downgr ades the }IDS tell them that if we keep one child only , from drugs , from 
jail, from unhappiness; if we put the feet of only one on a good path i n Life, we 
ar e \1orthwhile . ( vie have done that , and much morel ) At the NBS now there are two 
seniors from high schools filling their spring term off-campus projects by vrnrki ng. 
They will get full credits at school. Added to the other programs for the spring, 
a class i n the care of pets has been schedul ed for school chil dren. At t he Sanc­
tuary there are no idl e hands for the Devil to use! 



CO.MING .t1VENT~ 

APRIL 

April is Membership renewal month. Dues are due . 
Memberships: S5 .00 single .Jiil0 . 00 family ~25 (you get a lovel y book on the 
NBS) and on up to ~500. 00 where you get a choice of cha i rs to s it on in the office . 

Easter Day: the Sanctuary will be open free to all vi s itors all day for a program 
wi th real wolves - 3:00 p. m. 

\'lednesdays every one of them, l unch - lectures in li:d Shed 12-2 p . m., -153 . 00 per or 
l l0. 00 for the series . Bri ng your o,m soup bowl, pl ate and coffee cup . If you 
want to eat , call 847- 4967 by Tuesday a . m. - or not one crumb will you get • 

.:3aturdays , bi rd banding & i·ratching 8- 10 a . m. This is cold work, starts at dawn 
each day i n April and iifay, but on Saturdays we set the nets and go bi rd . All are 
invited to assist in this i nternntional bird banding project . 

April 22 : ii:arth Day plus 2. Clean Up & Fix Up Day at NBS . M0mbers are urged to 
exercise their muscles \Tith rakes, shovel s , saws , squeegees , etc . Re­

freshments for those who uork to the end . 

Sunday afternoons ,,re will look for signs for Spri ng , 2 p . m. Walles 

April 30: after dark - if it rai ns i t uill be better , we 'll go "On The Tr ail Of 
The Amphibi ans " - bring a flashl ight and dress to stay dry - we 'll 
search for illusive sal amanders , toads , frogs and? 

Nay Ii; matters not that April i s gone for thi s i s JII.AY 
Four Courses 1-rill be offered for all those interested in some part of Nature 

Ornithol ogy 1-)ondays and Hednesdays at 4 :30 & 7 ;30 p . m. ::J>20. 00 
for members J l 5 . 00 

tcol ogy Tuesdays and Thursdays 4 :30 & 7 :30 p . m. al s o ~20.00 
for members Jl5 . 00 

Geology Wednesdays at 7:30 p . m. -:Jil0.00 - for members :$8 . 00 

Uildflm·rers/Pl ants Fr idays 4:30 & 7 :30 p. m. $10.00 - fo r members ,s.oo 

Registration must be in by las t ,reek in April . Classes limi ted to 15 . 

Every Sunday Afternoon - Nature Walks and Banding 2:00 p. m. 

EverJ Saturday 8 a . m. Bird Hal ks thru Sanctuary . 

'l'hose 'l'rho are interested in their physical Hell-being - every Saturday is a work 
afternoon , come chop down a tree or cut up fireplace ,-rood - paint windows - all 
good exercise ! Feel free to come! 

Nature Day Camp for Summer . Still only :H0.00 a week for members . Starts last 
week of June - classes limi ted - get reservation i n early. Call officer 846-2577 
for further information, and ~rvatio~. 


