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JU I Spring on ow: loved .Island ills .a contest bew•~ the waJ:taiQE aun al¼d th-e­
cold ocean. The temp. of the water finall~ staggered up to the inid 40s,tnen 
one could say with conviction °Spring's H""re~ :But, before the month wa.s over 
flowers were everywhere-2 to; weeke a.head of themselves. Violets, atrawbe:r,.. 
ry and butteroup flowere lifted one's spirits~ In sheltered spots appl~ treee 
were in bloom. Catbirds were back by month 's end. By mid-May the Whip,,-poor­
wills were back as were the wood thrush, Do try to walk a woods trail between 
·now & the end of June if only to hear the vood thru8hes ! Across euru1y t:::-alls 
.Spring Azures fly with 1 rapid wing beats. Last year some of yQu eaid you'd nev• 
er seen these butterflies. You have. Without realizing it, you thought a bit 
of sky had fallen! It rests with wings folded up so the underside shows w:ey, 
and measures½" from joint to tip. In !light the blue wing spread measures 1" 
across. They flit close to the ground, rarely rieing more than a foot from 
the se,rth. 

* * * 
Nasturtium, the lamb ia very happy with a. companion of her own kind. Her end-
less bleating has stopped$ Both of them invite p~ts on their woolly hee.de­
gentle friendly creatures. Bloeaum ( a'possum) hae a cage at the entrance to 
Drury Ct. Aa she is a night oreature,thfre is no sigr4 of a living thing in 
the cage except empty diahes! Not all the pete a.re b&ck from1heir winter out­
ings, some are still on the echool route. Dear old Wisteria Mood Indigo has a 
mouth infection•-the same that she eeeJM to have every winter. She ha.a not 
eaten since Nov. last. If she doesn't eat soon it will be a worrit'Jo1ue thing. 
Medicine for the infection is :put in her d:rinkingvater. Two baby Grt:a.t Hom­
ed Owles ( only their mother could have ea.id 11.Aren' t they beautiful I'') were ;ta.le~ 
en from their nest, in8ide an osprey nest in Westport. Great Homs eat both 
the egg and chick of ospreys, so these two future predatore were moved to the 
Sa.net. where,alas,we have no oep~eyl M:re4 Fea.rlees Leader fad & cared for 
them until they no longer needed co.neta.nt athntJon. Then they· ma.de their de. 
but in the Barn-muaeum. By that time they had a few feathers & ~ere growing 
handeome and hmidsomely. When they are fully grown they ~ill be freed. 

* * * 
The n. I. Red chi~ks are hatched &. ado1:·able.Whila they are so emall they are 
in the office in a large box with food, water, heat and two stray mallard 
chicks. You have all been very kind to the mallards fro~ Cer.io Pond who eeem 
to find the vorms in the gutter on 3rd Beach Rd. more desirable than the 
wonns near the Pond. Thank you for stopping & ehoo-ing them back. (They came 
out onto the :i.--oad a.gain as eoon ae they could ··•addle baok!) Life at Cerio 
Pond has not been peaceful. The Ba.rn owle are after the duck~, a.nd crowa are 
after the owls! Now that a volunteer crew has built some nesting eitea near 
the Pond perhapa the ducks will stop wandering & dropping egga wh~rever nat­
ure dictates! The next generation of ducke will not be tame, thank goodness. 
No harm has ever come to those mallards, cared for by man from egg to self­
su.fficency, they ha,,e been vatched over by geese a.11 -winter! Now the geese 
are broody too! 

* * * 
Wi.J;h the summer season coming on,the Sanct. is go:l..ng t.o be too busy to fold, 
seal and address The Bird. We are of the opinion that you too, are going to 
be busy, if not at NBS, you will be in your gardens, in,or on,Narraganaett 
BaY• So The Bird will come to you again when the Fall season starts. 

* * * 
The echool buaes ~re rolling into the Sa.not.right on echedule-eome days four 
schools send their students! A group at St.George's students, boys & girls, 
are working out the last few weeks of their school days by foing 'Projects a.t 
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The Sanctuary .. A clasa in the c11 way Qf drying and mounting W'ild flowers hae 
been anotner suC:cess. The star-gazers nad a special treat.;.pictuiiis ta.1<.en 'by 
the rocket ae H swept by Mara. We could get little or no pubUcity out on 
this show ae it was known 24 houra in advance that the film would be available. 
The Wed.needay Lunch-Lectures are small in attenda.nce--in a.11 honesty these go 
better in April than they do tn May! The New Membership Drive goes forward 
slowly. It ie a tedious ta.sk to address 6000 brochures. A.t pree-,nt writing on­
ly 1000 ha.ve been mailed , but like the tortoise, slow & eure, the race ·will be 
won! · 

* * * 
Jacques Cousteau, noted ex"Dlorer of the ecea.na eaya,"In lOyea:ca there will 'be 
no fish to talc~ out of the ocean". "We keep taking out & ~utting nothing back. 
It is a fact that if an area of the oceaJ'l no larger in aiz~ than Switzerland, 
were fanned & cultivated like the land, there would be more fieh and other sea 
'.U.fe than there ie now." He eaye we' 1:·e depleting & befouling tho seaa. He finds 
sympathy & concem,but very little action from the politicians. From them.we 
too atill hear only "Oil" "Coal' & nuclear power. One article & one scientist 
have epoken up for hydrogen power. Oil from 3h&le ha.abeen abe.ndoned 9.8 it 
would take huge amounts of water to get oil. No one seemed to worry much about 
the mountain.e of sterile dust it woul. d have left behind.(Hydrogen fuesiandl,oke 

it * * ~o • 
~ach US citizen generates 3•4 lbs. of trash a day--1000 lbe. a yr. or a na~ion­
al total in '73 of 130 million tons. If loaded garbage tru<"!l<:s were lined upf 
bumper to bumper, three abreast, the tra~h would stretch from NYC to Loa Angel~ 
ee ! What is hopeful about all that traeh ifl tha.t 7~ of it :f.i1! cellulose-paper~ 
ya.rd waste, food & wood.( 3i%, 19%, 18%,496) From celluloee comes ''EthenoH Mix 
1/3 etl1.enol with '?/; gasoline anaour care etc. will run lesr, e:x:pensivt:ly and 
more cleanly. Thia ll being worked on by the Army. 

* * * 
Consumer Report for May has many interesting articles. If you don't subscribe, 
th!'! local libra.l'"'/ has copies~ Fabric eofteners don• t really softon unless you 
~ave not rinsed all the soap out.. All·•cot ten jeans are the better buy. ( Ther0 ':, 
t shortage of indigo dye b&cause of the popularity of jP-a..m,!)And there is no 
~pray on the market that is not duplicated in an unspray version for great~= 
aavinge and lese danger to your health. 

* * * 
Brooks Atkinson~ former columnist vrote a~ &rticle in The Smithsonian about th& 
bluebi!'ds in his gard1m. He ends by saying h1.1 needs th611'1 ''they don't neod me". 
He is vrong. They do need him, and you,and me,and hundreds more.They need ue ~Q 
build them hoUBes in which to live. They ueed to neat in old fence poets. Such 
poote are being replaced ~ith metal uprights that support wiro fences. Their 
houses shculd be 6" deep vith tiny 1¼" holes-big enough for bluebird.a a.nd too 
small for starlings! StarlinS'S eat both egs-s & chicks as well es other fooda. 
lf bluebirds at least had safe places to raise n~w families there would b8 
more bluebirds. Do you realize th9t th~ starlings population has oome from 
170 birds that ~ere rel~ae~d in Central Park some years back? Some kind peop10 
have started "Blu!!bird Walka 11--1inee of poste topped with 611 deep ho'\ll'let! wi'th 
1¼" doore! Perhape the Sanctpi,hould use eome due$ for bluebird housel51 Audubon 
liaid of bluebirds-''Thf!y carry iieaYen on· their backs". 

* ~ * 
Why is it that birds pair off male arid female• except for phea.sa.,.,,ts? They are 
like barnyard fowl, a rooster Md hie harem! A really ambit"'. oua pheasant eock 
will have as ma..11y as 8 wives. There is a good family feeling among the gals. 
Should some tra.gedy befall one of them, the rest take over the care of the 
1Uj,wl7 hatched ¥Oung. Ou9 au.mm.er. day, Th& ~ird saw a ~gry nervous hen cluck 48 

------
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pheaeant chicks acrose the road. 'I'hey made it! She had her own brood of 12 
and had taken on the care of three other orphaned broods. 

* * * 
It's good to read that movie makers are banding together to prevent cruel and 
dreadful treatment of animals used in the making of films. It ie true-if 
enough people make their voices heard, changes are brought about. But aren't 
we getting tired of protesting! In 1844 Margaret Fuller .wrote, ''Woulcl. that the 
simple ma.xime, honeaty ia the beat policy, might be laid to heart; that a 
sense of the true aim .of life might elevate the tone of poli tica a.,-id trade, tn 
public and private honour became identical", The Bird would add that we all 
practice putting ourselves in the place of other living thin~a q,fore we move 
to do them ha.nn. 

* ~* 
A few year~ a.go there were or.ly 40 mu .... ~k ox in Ala.ska. They were mov~d to Univak 
Island to preserve the species, As there are now 700 musk ox on Univak, 100 
have been ta.ken back to Alaska, They represent an important new industry for 
the Esk1mos, who will breed them for the luxurious wool. When animals are car­
ed for by humans they become unafraid of man. All man w/3llts of musk ox now are 
their woolly undercoats. They'll grow new ones next year! 

* * * 
Qoming Events 

~ .12. Father'e »ax Breakfast and hike for all the far:lly at the Sanctuary. 
MENU: Juice, Eggs, Sticky Rolls and Coffee. COST: $1.00 (from ~ad!) per person, 
ohildred under 6 free, Cj a. L "- ... 
SCAVENGER HUNT with a grand prize. In case of rain there wHl be a movie in 
the Ed Shed. For reeervationa, Call Kathy Ma.ringaa at 683-3484. 

~. ~ Our Ar.nual Bene.f'i t Cocktail J>art:z. AS it will be r i.ght ln the :'liddle 
of The Cup Facea, convivlalitiee will commence late-7-i8h. If yo,1 have nouae 
gueate, H's a great way to entertain! Wha-ce else can you have cocktail a atld 
haute cuisine hore d 'oeuvres--ta ta.'llount to m1ppe,:, , for ten bui:,ks? You know 
the restaurants will be jammed.And your restaurant bill? If paid by check~ 
would it be tax deductible? 

~ j~ St. The first annual real D2wn-n9me C~unty Fe!.I will be held at the 
Sanctuary. 
We can promise two days of the kind of Fair you and your kida have alwaye 
dreamed a.bout. Al1 of the old time events, contests and exhibits will be feat­
ured plua mus:ic and dancing .. KEEP OCT 5 & 6 OPEN. If you'd like to get in on 
the real fun, planning a grea.aed pig contest or a plowing contest, or cake 
judging or quilt exhibit, or any of a great big bunch of events, call Pat Heg,­
nauer, 846-1308. 
Or if you have eomet.hing to sell that you have rna.de or grown9 a. booth for the 
weekend will be only $10.00. The rest of the profit is yours, JOIN THE FUN. 

Have a nice summer, and a.s Grantland Rice used to say, "Don't worry, don't 
hurry and don't forget to smell the flowers!" The Bird will be back before you 
eat your first mouthful of green tomato pie. 



Nature Day Camp for students ages 6-12 

Six one week sessions from: 9:00 .\.M to 12:00 PM 

Monday thru Friday 

Session 1 --~-~---~--~~~-~~ June 24th - 28th 
Session 2 -~--~-----~~~~--- July 8th - 12th * Sesa1on 3 --------------~~- July 15th - 19th * I 

..... , 
Session 4 --~~--~~--------- July 22nd - 26th 
Session 5 -~------------~~~ July 29th - Aug. 2t1.d 
Session 6 ----~-~~-~-~----- Aug. 5th - Aug. 9th 

* During these sessions ~e will nave Kindergarten 
for 5 year olde. 

COS~i Members t15.00 per seas1on - Non-members &20.00 

A two ~eek study of sea, beach and shore for ages 11 - 15, 
July 8th - 19th, Monday thru Friday, 9:00 AM to }:00 PM. 

OOSf: Members $50.00 - Non-members 075.00 

A three week overnight Conservatlon Camp School for ~g~~ 
13 - 15. 

OOS'r: - 1300.00 July 1st tbru July 20th 
For information please inquire. 

*** ALL REGISTRATION BY MAIL ONLY 
*#********************•*******~********•***~***#***~*~*** .. *******• 

Registration 
NAME __________________________ _ 

ADDRESS ________________________ _ 

PHONE _________ _ 

SESSION 1 
2-
3-
4-
5-
6--

AGE. ___________ _ 

Sea Study -
Camp School_ 

All checks payable to Norman !ird Sanctuary 


