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Late F'a.11 ' -78 

ti! i'/r-tlks cJ.ong the Sanct 1 s t.:r:ails this fall were f"IOisy affafra! 'Jnder 

foot. +!-:!~ lF,aves sc1,mchsd in a sati.sfactcry manner. but ii wPs impossible 

to cr,..,ep up <'ll a. rabb.i t. r~ost leaves were hrov.-n and sere al tho' "'l'\e could 

imagine a generous ,ger:, cutter had scattered wafP.rs cut !rpm ca.1n~J1ans 1 

rubies, topazs emera]cl_.. jades, nephrites and m<i.la,ch.1teo .. He ca:celessly . 

' droppeJ. them along with red coral "beads" from the American holl~es. It 
• 

reminds one o.f the secret of 1he bed.uty of Ori.enta.l ruc:-e~ illuminated man-

~1scripts ani:l old stain glass--•cla.shh,g colours put together on a one-col­

our background for brilliance. l1'0rn fronds stand brown and dry, b~t oh, 

whP.t a beautiful b:rown ! Golden rod hold -up their saedt, to the -,/'.fin and 

til.Ja, looking for all the world like olde tyme dusters, full ofj dust.Dark 

green ju.T1ipers are decked all over with cobalt blue berries whi 1} an nld 

' l~a. f1 ess crabapple bears fruit of muted {:-old. And O\~er al 1 this '\eauty, 

f0\>,er and fawer birth:: fly south. with summer birds p,one we notice1 the year 

'rounders, cardinc,le, finches and jays provide tho "'Olcu.r, while jW'lcos, 

chickadees and moc.kers show us that soft colours are ch1':·. 

1;ew signs along the trails are bright with fresh paint, carved and pafnt.ed 

by n. volunt<ter. No one can possibly get lost r ~:iome new trails are b~ine 

1;1. ~. One down near the <.,;uarry and another from Alfalfa. Pield to Woodc-ock 

\ 

1•ai1. .Di rector :Bob wants to lift the flat walk to the ,iUaYry up hi rher on 

tt1a.t hlllside. It would true 1ts through a different hahitat ar.d jnve us a 

vie\/ of Hang·ing Hock, Purgatory, El~phant Hock a.nd '.Jhets1.one to i~ough pt. 

\lith the 1.itlantic's hori~on, and Gardiner Pond,layfog placid beneath our unr 
~ 

obstr;lcted ..;kiee, all aro·md to :.:iachueet Pt. : 
, 

·.:.'he ~anc1~, is bleat with f:rf ends like you. You nre both fair and foul wed.th­

er friends. Opening day of ~he Fair, in the pouring rain, a.bout one car 
I / 

each minute turned to park ~n l\lfalfa Field. In foul weathi.r ge-.! you went 

around from tent to tent. rnk very sight of you kept RJ)J.ri ts up !J Of course, 

next day with the sun out full, no one had time to think of spi~ ts!. Alfal­

fa l~ield filled up, cars lined both sides of 1rhird l:leach Rd ., ana into the· 

the hayfield on Hanging !tock Hd . 1t big v:oup came out for the cockta.il part~ 

yin our old Barn, which was most cha.:rmingly decorated. Good food, good 

drink, good cause! ( Financial statements enclosed) 



'l'he Halloween Party -wua a shrieking auqcess ! 'l'wo hwidred a.nd fifty kids-

01 ve or take a few! 'l'here were games & food, and food ·and 13'8mea. ~•oward.s, 

the end, J)arth Vade1 arrived! No one noticed he was the same hei. p;ht ? .... 9 Bob .. 

Before the party c~e to a close, the gang walked down through :tlie pi tchy 

black of night to the grave yard. 'l'here a.mid nickering 1-igbte in the cem­

etary, a whiapy white ghost riz up from among the grave eton -~:.. ! Ur.e hige;;t.sh 

boy remarked that that waan"t so scary. His younger friends said, "Golly, 

yes it wa.c,. I was ::;o scared I wet my ix;mts". 

*-)( * 
Last Spring Susan Carter taught at 'i1he Sanct. She left for st.George 'a 

Island in the Pribiloff'a to study fur seal beh~vior. Ths yea~ before 185 

seals had been tagged. Part of her job was to check on them, then from be­

hind a blind nearby observe the play behaviour of thA s1lbadul ts. They are 

sexually mature at 8 or 9 years. Then all playful bitings a.nd pushings stop 

and the seals maintain their breeding grounds. Gt.George Island is a ba.s­

altic la.nd with cliffs rising 1,052 feet above sea level, coned sha}?ad 

hills and no trees. Op the tundra Susan saw such interesting birds as grey 

crowned rosy finches, snow buntings, lapland long spurs, rock sand pipers 

and lllc:'.ny artic foxes. nesting birds observed 1ncluded parakeet crested 

awklets, tufted and horned puffins, red & black legged kittiwake ·s, thick 

billed & common murres & fulma.rs. 3till she waits to come back to our Sa.nett 

· She misses our sunsets ( thru the mists she aa-w a sunset once, in 6 weeks, 

it set at midnight and rose ag-ain at 5 a..ro. ). ~he says she's coming back 8· 

stay for the whole season. 3he wonders if the onk leaves ever cfl!Tle out, and 

if ehria, the great homed owl we, had, was aver freed. 'l'he answer to both 

is yes. 8hris was freed in early November. He came back to hoot a bit at 

Bob, but he never came back for food. We have another great horned who had 

a rocky beginning, bought by two boys from a man who kept him in a cellar ! 

He will be airborne one day when he too ha.a been taugnt to hunt by Bob, as 

Chris was taught to do. 

Polypr ~alene is a waste product that we have been throwing away to the 

tune o · 2 billion gals. a year! It is what is left after the product we 

call p a.atic has been developed, It has been discovered tha.t ttiis wa.ste 

can be, cheaply and easily made into high quality fuel oil! 



.......... 

Blount :l~:i.fooct people, who sta·rtsd an experimental oyflter bed on ?rndence 

2 years ae-'O, has reaped a ha.r~,eet there from of i ton qf oysters! Startin:~ 

with ernne vertical grids a,..,d a handful of seed oysters in a salt roN• ,it 

;3peaks 'Well for the nutrient quali tiee of Na.rrae-d.m.a~tt Bay .nui then, we 

knew 01,r Bay was somethin' special, & we rec::i ll Jacques Cm,iea11 telling us 
years an> that our, ]Jay wa.:J paremount in impcrtanae to the w1:tole Atlantic 

fish ind us try• ( Juot count the "Save 'Ihe Bay" bumper st~ckers ! r 
* * 'I' 

Gcorg-1 .:Berkeley, ~eat 18th cPnt.ucy philosopher, who b•ti) t hia I· ◊use irJ 

:.r ,ddleto"'IJ in 1729, did '.i. lot of thinking and wri tin{" unc!0r Hanging Jock, 

,,,(,nc the c;cean crashe<l below, couldn't write <'lbout "time". 11:\'hen I at-

tem'!')t 'to frame a simpl~ 1.ea of time" he "Wrote, "I e.m lost and ~mbt-angled 

in inextricable diffic1Jl ties." We get embrangled too as 'W'e toss about words 

like eons and light years. So we shoulu be helped r,y Lou~ a ,~-<r,lssiz, 1Qth 

centi..:ry Swiss natura.Eat (he taught ..:.t Harvc1.rd, hit-1 wife founded ?embro'ke, 

'3n1i tbey built a house in Newport--we k:now it fl$ Jastl e ra 11 Hoteil, one of 

the loveliest hotels in New imglancl!) He told h1 .1 classes-" '!'he world is 

older Ulan we think. J ta age is as if one were gently to l."t1h a silk kerchief 

across l'lyruouth Rock once a year until it were reduce to a pepble; " 

* -Ir * 
Cecil :U.dei'1ille, producer of movie spectaculars, ,,.,itness1:;'<1 a spec-tacular by 

Hature th~t left him breathless. Seated by a pond one day he saw a huge and 

black beetle climb out of the mud to a dry sunny ~rot , where it seemed to 

die. within momenta its back apli t open and there came out a mass that was 

transfonned in seconds to a glistening dragonfly,with winf,'8 of a. thousand 

glittering colours., "Before my eyes" he wrote, "occurred a metamorphosis­

the transfnT""'la-i.:.on of a hideous beetle into a gorgeous thing of beauty. It 

; ., ,.,..,q , :-uracle. And the thought came to me that if the Cr~ctor ~· ~rka such 
1-' 

wor.de:r:·o with the lowliest of creatures,what may not be in atore for man?" 
,)! * -!(· 

'J.'his year the first snow came down on 'i'he Sanct. on r;ov.21. 1''olklore has it 

that we 3hall therefor have 21 days of snow this winter. ~o, children and 

skiers a.re happy while others wish that the snow had ht!ld off to !1ec, 1st. 

v!i th '.1'hankst'.l·me: behind us and more holidays ah0,:1.d, we have three wishes for 



yo11. 1 ) 'l'b.,i, ;-:--ou c' id not stu.ff yourself along with the turkey. 2) '!'hat 

Christmas bringa you all your heart desires be it somethi.nc for your outer 

being, or a contentment for your inner self (The greatest joy of all ia in 

ci ·w"inG, not -recei vin~! ) And 3) That YQU remember on .December 31 ::;t "Fe who 

hoota with the owla all night ce.n not soar with the eagles in the rooming". 

Happy Holiclays! ''.,ri-1 1979 ... 

i"inances: 'i'he Harvest ?'air brought in about ~5,000.00 and the cock tail 

party, some 3700.00 I 
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