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Save the Bay joins fight again

MIDDLETOWN — Save the Bay
has joined the Norman Bird Sane-
tuary in its plea to preserve the Gray
Craig estate. Save the Bay is urging
both Middletown and Newport res-
idents to challenge the proposed
condominium development for Gray
Craig.

Gray Craig, located on Paradise
Avenue, abuts the 450-acre Bird
Sanctuary on Third Beach Road.
The Bird Sanctuary is talking with
the Gray Craig developers about
buying part or all of the estate,
easements or developmental rights.
Sanctuary officials are worried that
plans for renoyating and building on
the Gray Craig estate will destroy
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cause environmental problems.

Gray Craig developers Robert
Kempenaar, Alexander Grande and
Thomas Dimeo plan to build 56 sin-
gle-family, duplex and multi-family
housing units on the 80-acre estate.
Save the Bay, like the Bird Sanctu-
ary, would support an altermative
development plan which weuld
provide an environmental buffer,
according to a statement released by
William Driscoll, land use coordi-
‘nator for the environmental group.

The development proposal needs
Planning Board approval before it

the natural beauty of the area and can proceed. Save the Bay urged its
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Town officials welcomed the pro-
posal, submitted by Kinnecom Ca-
terers wn

of Saunderstown.
‘Mdoes pelate very well to the ex-
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view of the developers’ proposal.

Save the Bay said it is worried
that the development cowld ‘ide-
grade the seemic value of the frind
sanctuary’s ridgeline trgils, and fin-
mpon a flatge epen apace and
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“If enough people apeak ot about
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this cemdomdnium sproposal, the
- ce.of

prosary ge'“fm  beauty of ghe
Gray estate,” Briscoll sdid.

Sanctuary officials have cited

. concern for possible contamination

of area wetlands including Paradise
Brodk and Nelson’s Pongd, environ-
mentd damage eaused by the intru-
sion of people on the estate and ap
ediverse scemic Ampact @s trees are
wzemoved and geanite defiges are
develed tomeke roomgorihousing.
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