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The .Norman Bi rd--11 l<'lyer 

H.i ! vCJme pet'.lple sa.y "T\-ie ~ia.r1ct.uar.t ia colourless at th:i 3 time of year" whi 1.e 

others say "Its asleep". hot so! Hot so! 't'ins of ,..,illow ar.e yellow arainst 

the sky. Uur maples are called red because some part of the tree ia a.ways reJ­

in s ummer just the stems of leaves, and now the buds are :red. ';.'hous. n<.ls of 
I 

t,hem massed together give an over a.11 blush to the ::.;anct. They -a.re Md~ to 
.. 

~ · by l.bouoands of buds of wild blueberry and dogwood.A differai:it colm.,r comes 

• ,_._.,from wild blackberry. ~tat1~-(~ep ~ur~~~~~ 't~{~-~~i,~ t~e growth from the 1,;ind ~~-reminds one ~t-'bTue-b~ry pie w1. th melt- (~ · 

ing vanilla ice ere.am! Same colour!Bittersweet -?~· trail orange veils from ~ ; 

the tops oft heir hoot trees. w':i,ld privet twigs a.re of the palest gold while 

_ mosses can make you catch yonr brea+,h with the brilliance of their. greens. , . . 
'i'ree barks are many colours-some speckled <:Ner wi. t}, lich4=n or covered with 

mosses, few if any are 11 colou.rless". Overhead still fly d.11cke and geese,as 

.they seek open fresh water where the succulent greens they eat grow. 'i'hey 

fly mostly at night and,Bob sa.ya that they can fly 400-600 miles R. day, living 

on the fat they collected in the S\unmer rnontha. 'l'here'a not much open fresh 

water left on our Island now. But when the temp. begins to read 33P theystart 

their northward trips again. Before the snow there were many signs of wildlife 

from footprints in the soft earth to small spots o.mong the grasees,rhymed in 

frost from the condensed breath of little things that smell the air for pred­

ators before they de.sh out into the open. J.<'ew of us think to look among the 

dead leaves fo-r winter insects, but they are there, eating the leavea and so, 

enriching the ea:rth. Some of them come out onto the snow to mati-, anJ then · 

they can be seen, dark against the white. In the snow, everywhere, everywhere 

tracks of i::i.ll "Oln'' o.nimals--mostly rabbits to be sure, but fox, raccoon, . ~ .... . ..... ; ~ .... 

sk:unk,a.t t;imes mink, often mtt.skratt track~ -¥'e to bi:.( found:....'by th.oo~whQ -iook ! 

~: ~ find everywhere, birds, flyj_ng, hoppine and e;'t'Ul_ti• ,Truly 'l'he Sanct is a gie,-

:~ antic bird feeding station! · ..., , ,., 
1 

r * * * ~ . . 
' \le hope all of you saw Channel 12•s evening news just before Christma..s. If you 

did you saw a barred owl being released back on its own home ter:ritory. Some 

one brought it to our :Janet. earlier in the :i!'all with a badly wounded leg. As 

an owl, like all predator birds, must have two legato catch and hold its 

prey, the owl was doomed to death by starvation. lJob force fed it and cared 

for the wound. When the bi.rd was well, under the watchful eye of the '11V cam­

era, Bob caught it and carefully wrapped it in a big bath towel ~o not one 



'1'his sea.son of the yeat" ( when nature is aelettp ! ) t tie owls will court. In the 

bitter cold of winter they will mate, build n~ets and -..,:r:00<1. t~~ ~g[,:S (? or 3) -
and with snow on the neats -they seldo111· find the rvmru:: +. }.<' ho 11 ow tt'ee-they 

will raise their young. While trees creek, groan and dna.p with cold the owlets 
I • 

will hatch. 'l'he parents will find food £or them in a worid that seems too 

ha.rah for small wildlife to endure. But they a:re born of :parents who share 

their warmth, who have eyesi g'}lt that ie good,and heari ng th.Pt is good, and who 

have passed on to thei r young,feathers that will not ever ruffle the ai r as 

they fly, in ailence,searching food. 

. 

' ::)ecember 17th was Bird Count J.)ay this year. Total species: 107, total birds ' ; ' 

numbered 29,923. D?wn. a bi.t J:rom oth~i· ~e,.r-:::,.bi+ _, \\_v \ 't--..,.'\s only rielf a 

d.W as tha wind came u:p a t noon, and birds ta~t:d to t. h ~ eke ts :in the wind ! '.('here 

were no wildly unusual birds seen but there were 205 robins and 10,544 starl­

ings! Aside from irrte:i:.-eat , wha-t does this bird count- mean to us? It show~,~1u~ 

what is happening in the birds' environment-which just haprens to be the same 

as ours! It was the decline of the osprey which focussed attention on the pe~ 

ils of ilD'l' ! So the bird count is not conducted by a bunch c-f nuts out t o spot 

the strangest bird around! Altho R.I has been host to some rare ones lately! 

A white pelican from the Gul f of Mexico was aghted i n Little l]ompton, then in 

New:port--first time s i nce 1946. A South African shelduck was seen in 3outh 

:Kingstown. It is so rare authorities firmly believe it escaped from a private 

collector. And an ill fated b'uropea.n bamacle goose was shot and ki lled in 

the same area Nov.l 'i- the first of its species ever recorded i11 :1. I. 

Bl ue f ish, which we all enjoy hot from the broiler with a vedge of l emon, are 

coastal predators of vast water "territories"-everywhere except North and 

Central :Pacific Ocean. ,tltho they a.re not a.bunclant enough for commercializing, .. 
f· they support a great sport fishery along the Atlantic coast. It is a ferocious · <1• 

fish of unequalled reputation in fis hdom. So wast&f,,l and vore.cio1.2s t hat it is 

called an animated "chopping machine". With ca.nine tE:eth on both jaws it is 

desi gned to maim and destroy as many fish a.s pos~iblc in a feedinc period. Only 

it takes a head here, a ta,il there until t he blue ie full . 1.'hen it rep:\t.rg.i t utes
1 

like t he ancient Homans , so i t can eat somemore. '.l;he official top weight of a 

blue is 3'1 lbs, and they eat twice t heir weight in fish a <Jew. 'J'hey prefer men­

ho.d.tlens, mackerel and herring. \vi th the disappearance of these fa.vou.ri tea, blue 



in estuaries and salt marshes and all be way out t o +..he CO!)t inental shelf-30-

100 miles offshore . 48 hours aftP"C' fertilization blt:es 1/IOth of I '' long rise 

to t he surface where they hang upside down at an e..nt;el-e;.ting. One dRy later 

they are already 2" long. ".t1hen they form into schools and lie under other 

schools of menhadden o,: mackerel, until, in a flash they ris~ to. ,the k i 11. li'rom 

then on they eu.t and grow as ~o we all. 

A word of w::i.rning a bout blues--:-they bite! ,; sea capta i n in 1:ewport caueht one 

that fastened on his arm. ITe b1.·ought his boat to moor·ing, rowed ashore , and 

drove to the hospital with a dead blue still fastened to his a rm! A dog we 

heard of got his no8e and t onB"Ue shredded when he played with a blue his master 

had caught and throw onto the rocks. lloth Captain and dog recovered, thank you. 

* * * 
_Don' t let the Puxatawney PA. Chamber of Commerce fool you.Groundhogs will not 

come out on Feb 2nd. '.!.'hey are hibernating rodents who will sleep until the sun 

has warmed the earth around their burrows, then they' 11 come out. !fo one wakes 

the groundhog but the sim itself. By that time the colours of our .feeder birds 

will have sharpened and goldfinches will be gold a,ea_in. 'i'he song sparrows will 

be trying out their voices and we h\.Ullans will be looking to see i f the bulbs 

have pierced the ground yet. \1e'll be on the down a .ide of winter, thanks to 

the sun shining above us, warming us and a.11 our hemisphere. And down under 

people will be checking on their 2.ongjohns for the winter that will surely cQme. 

-;: * * 

i,t, the weather ia sui tablr:-- Cerio Pond is av~ilable for pre-school age kids 

with their p :1reu ·:,_ , for sledding/sbd.in g-. No bullies allowed ! ! ~•or .=u.:,: lts : cross 

country skiing on thr· San ctuary land--when the snow i nvites you out. 

:'o bird soars too high if he soars with his own wings ivl'll.Blake 

Coming ~vents on followin(." -page 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - JANUARY-MARCH; 1979 ~ 

Wednesday, January 24 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
A free clinic on cross-cotmtry skiing by Peter Powell 
of Base Camp. Included are equj pment evaluations, 
skiing and waxing techniques, and maintenance and 
repair. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate . 

Wednesday, February 7 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed . 
Spectacular slides taken this winter "A Rockclimber's 
Traverse of the Presidential Range in Winter." 
Speaker from the Base Camp. Coffee, tea, and hot 
chocolnte. 

Sunday , February 11 - 7:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Full moon 
walk to look and listen for courtship calls and 
flights of the Great Horned Owl . Dres s warmly . 
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate afterwards. 

Saturday, February 17 - 7:30 PM - Another owl listening walk 
in the Sanctuary - remember the warm clothes. Hot 
drinks later . 

Wednesday, February 21 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanct uary Ed Shed. 
A magnificent sailing film "A Moment's Glory." 
Footage shot at the 1976 Hob i e Cat World Champion­
ships at Honolulu with Peter Powell of Base Camp. 

Sunday, March 4 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Winter Woods 
Walk - a chance to see how adaptions for winter are 
working. The whole family should enjoy this. 

Sunday, March 18 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
"Landscaping for Wildlife'' a first-rate presentation 
by Professional Landscape Architect Carol Bergren 
of Newport. Why not plan those property improvements 
with an eye to wildlife benefits. 

Sunday, March 25 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Me First! 
Let's walk and see which olants and animals are the 
first signs of Spring. Do wildflowers show this 
early? Migrating birds? - come and heJp look. 

DO JOIN US! 

PLEASE POST 



-MIDDLETOWN, RHODE ISLAND 028-10 

-
CALENDAR OF EVENTS - JANUARY- MARCH ; 1979 ~ 

Wednesday, January 24 - 8 : 00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
A free clinic on cross-colmtry skiing by Peter Powell 
of Base Camp. Included are equipment evaluations, 
skiing and waxing techniques, and maintenance and 
repair . Coffee, tea and hot chocolate. 

Wednesday, February 7 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
Spectacular slides taken this winter "A Rockclimber's 
Traverse of the Presidential Range in Winter." 
Speaker from the Base Camp. Coffee, tea , and hot 
chocolate . 

Sunday, February 11 - 7:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Full moon 
walk to look and listen f or courtship calls and 
flights of the Great Horned Owl . Dress warmly. 
Coffee, tea and hot chocolace afterwards. 

Saturday , February 17 - 7:30 PM - Another owl listening walk 
in the Sanctuary - remember the warm clothes. Hot 
drinks later. 

Wednesday, February 21 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
A magnifi.cent sailing film "A Moment 's Glory ." 
Footage shot at the 1976 Hobie Cat World Champion­
ships at Honolulu with Peter Powell of Base Camp. 

Sunday, March 4 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Winter Woods 
Walk - a chance to see how adaptions for winter are 
working. The whole family should enjoy this. 

Sunday, March 18 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed. 
"Landscaping for Wildlife'' a first-rate presentation 
by Professional Landscape Architect Carol Bergren 
of Newport . Why not plan those property improvements 
with an eye to wildlife benefits. 

Sunday, March 25 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Me First! 
Let's walk and see which plants and animals are the 
first signs of Spring. Do wildflowers show this 
early? Migrating birds? - come and he1p l ook . 

DO JOIN US! 

PLEASE POST 


