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Hil Some people say "The Usnctuary is colourless at this time of year" while
others say "Iis asleep". lot so! Hot so! Tipe of willow are yellow agazinst
the gky. Our maples are called red becaus; some part of the tree is &ways red-
in summer just the stems of leaves, and now the buds are red, Thousinds -of
them massed together g&ve an over all blush to the Sanots: Théyuéié-addpd to
g ; by thousands of budu of wlld blueherry and dogwaodel dlfferaut colovz comas ‘L;ﬂ:’
; ‘;;'.._ eep mlrpf‘w?%&gﬁw .%!;
fmreminds one B§L if“;ﬁiheﬁ@rry pie with melt- ‘Egﬁﬁd;

an venilla ice creem! Bame colour!Bitteraweet viﬂba,trail crangs veils from <O

the tops of their host irees, Wild privet iwigs are 01 the palest gnld while

| “mosses can make you catch your bréath with the briliiance of their greens, o
' Tree barks are many colourswsome speckled over with lichen or u&vered'with
mosses, few if any are "colourless", Oyerhead still fly ducks and geese,as
.they seek open fresh water where the succulent greens they eat grow. They

fly mostly at night and,Bob says that they can fly 400-£00 miles a day,living
on the fat they collected in the summer months. There's not much open fresh
water left on our Island now, But when the temp., begins to read 35F theystart
their northward trips again, Before the snow there were many signs of wildlife
from footprints in the soft earth to small spots among the grasses,rhymed in
frost from the condensed breath of liftle things that smell the air for pred=
ators before they dash out into the open, Few of us think to look among the
dead leaves for winter insects, but they are there, eating the leaves and so,
enriching the earth, Some of them come out onto the snow to male; and then
they can be seen, dark againet the white, In the snow, everywhere, everywhere

tracke of all "oux" anlmnls--mnatly rabblts to he sure, but fox, raccoon,
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We hope all of you saw Channel 12's evening news jusi.before Christmas, If you'
did you saw a barred owl being released back on its own home territory. Some
one brought it to our Sanet, esarlier in the I'all with a badly wounded 1eg. As
an owl, like all predator birds, must have two lege to catch and hold its

prey, the owl was doomed to death by starvation. Dob force fed it and cared
for the wound, When the bird wase well, under the watchful eye of the 'V come

era, Bob caught it and carefully wrapped it in a big bath towel so not one



ihis peason of the year (when nature is asleep!) the owls will court. In the
bitter cold of winter they will mate, build nests and trood the 2588 (2 oz 5)
and with snow on the neats =-they sald;m.find the rumartic hollow tree=they
will raise their young. While trees creek, groan and snap u1th cold the owlets
will hatch, The parents will find food for them in a world that seems too
harsh for small wildlife to endure, But they are born of parents who share
their warmth, who have eyesight that is good,and hearing that is good, and who
have passed on to their young,feathers that will not ever ruffle the air as'
they fly, in silence,searching food. '

" December 17th was Bird Count Day this year, Total speciea: 107, total birds
numbered. 29,923, Down: & bit from other wmeara,but zonily it-was only half_a
day as the wind caﬁe up at noon,and birds tage to thfckets in the wind! There
“were no wildly unusual birds seen but there were 205 robins and 10,544 starl-
ings! Aside from interest,what does this bird count mean to us? It shaquhs
‘what is happening in the birds' environment—~which just happens to be the same
as ours! It was the decline of the osprey which focussed attention on the pers
ils of IDY! 5o the bird count is not conducted by a bunch of nuts out to spot
the strangest bird around{ Altho R.,I has been host to some rare ones lately!
A white pelican from the Gulf of Mexico was dghted in Little Compton, then in
Hewport==firat time since 1946, 4 South African shelduck was aeen in South
¥Kingstown, It is so rare authorities firmly believe it escaped from a private
collector, And an ill fated Puropean barnacle goose was shot and killed in
the same area Nov,|i=~the first of iis species ever recorded in 9.I.
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Blve fish, which we all enjoy hot from the broiler with a wedge of lemon, are
coastal predators of vast water "territories"w-everywhere except North and

Central Pacific Ucean, u.ltho they are not abundant enough for commercializing,.

fish of uwnequalled reputation in fishdom. So wasteful and vorecious that it is

called an animated “chopping machine". With canine teeth on both jaws it is

designed to maim and destroy as many fish as possible in a feedins period. (nly
it {akes a head'here, a tail there until the blue ie full, 4Yhen it regurgitates,

like the ancient Romama, so it can eat somemore, The official top weight of a
blue is 31 lbs, end they eat twice their weight in fish a daye. Yhey prefer men=

haddens, mackerel and herring, With the disappearance of these favouritea, blue
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they support a great spert fishery along the Atlantic coast, [t is a ferocious”!.
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in estuaries and salt marshes and all he way out to the continental shelf=30~
100 miles offshore, 48 hours after fertilization blues 1/10'&11 of 1" long rise
to the surface where they hang upside dowa at sn sngel-—ezting, Cne day later
they are already 2" long. Then they form into schools and lie under other ‘
schools of menhadden or mackerel, until, in a flash they rise to the kill, From
then on they eat and grow as do we all, H. ‘ .
A word of warning about blues=~-~they bite! A sea captain in llewport caupght one
that fastened on his arm, lie brought his boat to mocring, rowed ashore, and
drove to the hospital with a dead blue still fastened to his arm! A dog we
heard of got his nose and tongue shredded when he played with z blue his master
had caught and throw onto the rocks, Loth Captain and dog recovered, thank you,
* ¥ %
Don't let the Puxatawney Fi. Chamber of Commerce fool you.Groundhogs will not
come out on Feb Znd. 'hey are hibernmating rodents who will sleep until the sun
has warmed ithe earth around their burrows, then they'll come out, No one wakes
the groundhog but the sun itself, By that time the colours of our feeder birds
will have sharpened and goldfinches will be gold again. The song sparrows will
be trying out their voices and we humans will be looking to see if thé bulbs
have pierced the ground yet. We'll be on the down side of winter, thanks to
the sun shining above us, warming us and all our hemisphere, .nd down under

people will be checking on their longjohns for the winter that will surely come,
¥ o %

he the weather is suitable-w=- Cerio Pond is available for pre-school age kids
with their paren:iv, for aleddingfskmtin@; No bullies allowed!! For amu:lts: cross

country skiing on ths Sanctuary land--when the snow invites you out,
L B

¥o bird scars toc high if he socars with his own wings Wme.Blake

Coming Lvents on following vpage



NORMADN BIRD SANCTUARY
4 Wildiste Rejuge
MIDDLETOWN, RHODE ISLAND 02840

Telephone 401 - $46-2577
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - JANUARY-MARCH:71979

Wednesday, January 24 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
A free clinic on cross-country skiing by Peter Powell
of Base Camp. Included are equipment evaluations,
skiing and waxing techniques, and maintenance and
repair. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate.

Wednesday, February 7 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
Spectacular slides taken this winter "A Rockclimber's
Traverse of the Presidential Range in Winter."
Speaker from the Base Camp. Coffee, tea, and hot
chocolate.

Sunday, February 11 - 7:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Full moon
walk to look and listen for courtship calls and
flights of the Great Horned Owl. Dress warmly.
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate afterwards.

Saturday, February 17 - 7:30 PM - Another oWl listéning walk
in the Sanctuary - remember the warm clothes. Hot
drinks later.

Wednesday, February 21 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
A magnificent sailing film "A Moment's Glory."
Footage shot at the 1976 Hobie Cat World Champion-
ships at Honolulu with Peter Powell of Base Camp.

Sunday, March 4 ~ 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Winter Woods
Walk - a chance to see how adaptions for winter are
working. The whole family should enjoy this.

Sunday, March 18 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
"Landscaping for Wildlife" a first-rate presentation
by Professional Landscape Architect Carol Bergren
of Newport. Why not plan those property improvements
with an eye to wildlife benefits.

Sunday, March 25 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Me First!
Let's walk and see which plants and animals are the
first signs of Spring. Do wildflowers show this
early? Migrating birds? - come and help locok.

DO JOIN US!

- PLEASE POST
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - JANUARY-MARCH, 1979

Wednesday, January 24 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
A free clinic on cross-country skiing by Peter Powell
of Base Camp. Included are equipment evaluations,
skiing and waxing techniques, and maintenance and
repair. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate,

Wednesday, February 7 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
Spectacular slides taken this winter "A Rockclimber's
Traverse of the Presidential Range in Winter."
Speaker from the Base Camp. Coffee, tea, and hot
chocolate.

Sunday, February 11 - 7:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Full moon
walk to look and listen for courtship calls and
flights of the Great Horned Owl. Dress warmly.
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate afterwards.

Saturday, February 17 - 7:30 PM - Another oWl listéning walk
in the Sanctuary - remember the warm clothes. Hot
drinks later.

Wednesday, February 21 - 8:00 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
A magnificent sailing film "A Moment's Glory."
Footage shot at the 1976 Hobie Cat World Champion-
ships at Honolulu with Peter Powell of Base Camp.

Sunday, March 4 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Winter Woods
Walk - a chance to see how adaptions for winter are
working. The whole family should enjoy this.

Sunday, March 18 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary Ed Shed.
"Landscaping for Wildlife" a first-rate presentation
by Professional Landscape Architect Carol Bergren
of Newport. Why not plan those property improvements
with an eye to wildlife benefits.

Sunday, March 25 - 1:30 PM - At the Sanctuary. Me First!
Let's walk and see which plants and animals are the
first signs of Spring. Do wildflowers show this
early? Migrating birds? - come and help look.

DO JOIN US!

. PLEASE POST



