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The Norman Bird--A Flyer #34 April 1975 

Hi I It may have beer, t he mildeat winter in 22 year s, but .it held its punch til 
Spring! We were lucky tho' to have ha.drain. Maple Swamp swoll hugely as i t 
caught the runoff from the hills around. The dam held as the l and at t he east 
end gave before the weight of water. The trails were mud unti l the wind and sun 
dried t hem. Never-the-leas s ome brave gardeners put in radish & lettuce seeds! The 
birds kept pushing north. Several Glossy Ibises were seen. Marsh hawks, peregrin 
flacone,and a kestrel were reported. A shrike came down in the feeding area. Usually 
his presence ie known by the total silence ~hat f ollows! Small birds get tc cover & 
freeze there. This time he bounced in with great authority. At fjrst glance one 
might think him a blue jay, except that he is grey where a jay . is blue. His head is 
rounded, beak strong and1 a neck well suited to hie style of bunting. ~e feeds on · 
mice and emall birds. Hie other name is Butcher Bird ae he hSl'.)gs his ·food on thoma 
until he has consumed ill. Thie year he was late headjng north to the tundra. He is 
usually on the Christmas Count! Th~ geese are going north. The pheasants are court­
ing. The herr.ing are running. Days are filled with bird sounds. And all night long 
mersh peepers sing! 

* * * 
Everyone's been awfully kind to the silly goose & her coterie of mallards that 
moved out of Cerio Pond to dine in the gutters! The grey goose is 14 yes rs old! 
Moat of them can fly away whenever they want to go. But with daily handouts of corn 
our welfare recipients are not about to leave. 

*** 
The.nks to all of you the opening of the Sanct's Gift & Eook Shop was a great suc-
cess. Had the weather been better we couldn't have handled the crowd! Net te.ke for 
#1 Day was #265.00--for #2 day it waa $60.oot Now you know where to go f or truly 
lovely cards, books, toys, jewelry,an occaseional home-baked pie etc. at remarkably 
low prices ( no rent!) and gifts for the impossibly-difficult-to-give-to. Neededr 
a volunteer to take it over & to run the Shop, 1-4, Wds~-Fris, & 12- 4 Sate & Suns. 
Ba7en't you ever had a secret desire to run a Gift Shop? Nows your chance! Youd~ ' 
not need a business head, but an artistic hand. Ar range some flovere on a ·show case, 
f lt ck dus t off the honey pot e, and make out sales slips. We have a thing that fig,-
u=ds out the taxes for you . Call 846-2577 to volunteer. 

*** 
Now'e the time to st art t h i nki ng "Harvest Fair". S1.rawberri ee mean j am to be donat• 
ed fo r sale. Knitters eta.rt knitting, crocheters to9, f or t he Fair . Gardener.a grow 
extra f or the Fair . Everyone, think HARVEST. I t will be on us before we know i t ! 

* * * 
On May 25, June 1 and 8 there wil l be Open House at the Sanct. Everyone' s invited, 
members or not. Why not pack a picnic l unch' r ound your neighbours up a.nd come on 
over? You 'can eat in the or chard, buy l emonade from the Soouta (profi ts to them) & 
either s ee t he many trails or sit in t he F..d Shed and see a slide show on 1he Sanct'a 
delightful charms . Come any one, or all t hr ee dates ! 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

* * * 
Fearless Leader is trying to catch s t arli.ngs ! Someone is doing a study on why birds 
in f l ock wheel & tu:rn in the aky. It may be that ch11gea in light cauaea the fligh t 
pattern to alter so suddenly. Fearless L. is having a time as starlings ere smart! 
For each one captured be Sa.net. will get .75¢• ( No harm will come to them--t hey'll 
be f ree in a barn with different lights.Eventually, they'll be freed). Jf you come 
upon a starling-s hould one pop down your chimney, catch & carry it to N.B.S. It wil 
mean . 75 i n our till. 

* * * 
Ticks are out. The season is coming for mosquitoa and it's supposed to be The Year 

"-' Of The Flea.. Scient ists have known for ages that blood wen up in niacin content i s 
unattract i ve t o blood suckers . To get ni a oi n i n to one•s self and pets, br&~er ' s 
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yeast is the answer. Note the dosage for ·yourself, and figure your pets from there . 
(Don't talce too much or you'll talce off-lighter than airi) 

* * * Do you realize than only 3,000 swallows return to Capistrano now'? Before the fialds 
around the old Mission of ~an Juan Capistrano became house lots--when the area was 
filled with crops,and insects that feasted on the crops, as many as 30,000 came. 
They plastered thtir neats of mud against ~e walls of the Mission. Without the in­
sects to feed them they must seek other places to nesi. 

* * * 
People still use the wo:x;d "ecology" too loosely. It is a ·vast uneQding study of the 
links that exist between all living organisms and their envi"t'onni~nts.' To study the 
ecology of humans and that of earthworms leads to the conclusions that man cannot 
live without earthworms, but worms thrive without man! 

* * * 
We all know what a lot of birds are called-a flock. A raft of ducks, a bevy of 
quail, a herd of elephants. What dQ you call a lot of rhinos, if you're in the 
know? A crash of rhinos! 

* * * 
Those of you who travel to NYC & will be there after April 29--the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art wtll hav& a fabulous display of artifacts of the Scythia.n civiliz~­
tion. (Scythia ia now S.E. part of Russian,also called The utraine). The exhibit 
is on loan from USSR. The works are almost entirely made of pure gold and they 
show the great love and respect of the Scythiane for animals. The Scyth!a.ns were 
a. nomadic ·people,tbeir treasures theycerried with them. They were powerful. at tbe 
time of Darius The Great, of Persia when he thought he~uld polish off ancient 
Greece. He met the eQQrched earth.policy which in later oenturiea Napoleon and 
Hitler! armies would meet. Too bad the Russians did not retain that old love tor 
animals. It was in Russia that an American witnessed extreme cruelty to horaeG, & 
the idea for the SPCA was born. 

* * * 
Man has inirented a new way to kill coyotes! A canister of gas bur'f.ed in the ground 
with bait firmly attached tot he top. When the coyote tugs at the bait a blast of 
cyanide is released to kill the coyote instantly. Meat eaters allt will do the 
ea.me, so it is not a selective poison! The sheep owners, who keep dreaming up these 
deaths for animals, say that the sheep industry will die if coyotes are not con~rol 
edl The sheep industry enjoys free grazing and gove.l'.'ffl'llent subsidiea!The flocks are 
huge--too big for doge to control, often numbering in the quarter million. The ans­
wer to that is to brealc the flocks down into sizes small enough for dogs to manage. 
Sheep seem to have an unnatural tendency. Not "survival of the fittest" but surviv­
al of the least fit! They push the wealcest to the cent~r of the flock, thus forcing 
the stronger and fittest to 1he outside where th~y.'re moat vulnerable to attack. 

* * * The Roger Williama PArk Zoo is trying to update itself. It might be a good idea, if 
you can, to join the group! The zoo has been in deporable condition with "ca.retalct> 
era" who didn't! Now a new director ia struggling against inertia to revitalize & 
modernize. He is succeeding. Zoos, in the pa.et, have literally consumed animals,but 
now, with renewed interest and knowledge they are the breeding places for many rare 
creatures. It may be that in the future Zoos will be the only place endangered : 
ies may survive. To join-it's 33.00 for students and $10 for families (you may give 
$100.00 & be a. Sponsor!) Make check & mail to: Membership Chairman,R.I.Zoological S 
Soc., R. Wms. P~rk, Px·ovidence 12905. 

* * * 
Someone brought a pet rabbit to the Sa.net. Instead of giving it Fearless Leader, 
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who would have kept it safe f or the enjoyment of visiting children, they r eleased 
it in the field::i . I t made i:1 l ovely auppe.· for a fox.. h~wk or 0 \11) . lte s oft white­
pelt, :fn bi ts and pi iocea dot the landecape . Only tha pr€dator knows vho ,3.te '.. t. 
Poor, helples s rabbit! Total ly unabl e to ayrvive in a nature environment. To him 
a cage was natural! If you have any s uch creature that you have tired of, that 
the children have outgrown, give it int o t he hands of Fearl.-..ss Leader, or one of 
the Sanct'e volunteP.r' s. It will j oin t he live displays in the Museum. 

* It * 
One of London's most famous stores. Liber ty's, is built of ships'timbers. In all 
likely hood many of t hoae timbers came from t his continent . Twas sai d, in early 
timee t hat a squ.irrPl could croee Pennsylvani a without ever once touching t hr. 
ground !Wood was a RTeat commodity. One might say the Nation wa~ f ounded on i t. 
Homes. tools, dishes~ tuba , yokes, rakes, ~oat s , shi ps, canoes, br idges, ha.mme~s , 
cradlea c11.d coffins , all cQJ'll~ frcm wood. And much much more-hidee were tanned by 
bark , a.nd homes were heated, cooking done by wood. The iron that was f ired by 
charcoal, a by-product of wood, was a fine r i ron and rusted less , than i r on made 
by coal. Charcoal has no jropurities ae coal hae. Charcoa l waa uaed extensivel y 
in ~he early days-t o cleanse teeth, sweeten drinki ng water especial ly on ships, 
t o preserve meat anci ice , to settle upet•t t ummi es, t o make gun powder, ink, med­
icines and paint. Cha..rcoal vendors had a song--•"Cha.rc:oa l by the bushel, Charcoal 
by the peck. Charcoa l by the frying pan, Or any way you l:ek. "Cha.rcoal wae used to 
pack and s ave apples--a staple of the early settlers• diet. Some of the ways have 
come down to us . APPLE, dr1ed,candied,sauce, pie, t a rt, pan dowdy,brown betty,but­
ter, coffee cake, snow, jelly, jaokl cider, crisp, dwnplings,muff l na,baked.In mince 
meat and as a baee for othe.r jellies as":pectin".And j ust plain, "apple"! Can you add 
to the lis t? * * * 
Sign of our ti.mes (an original poem) ••1 thought that ,r should never see. A Rolla 
Royce parked at The A & P." 

There ia an untapped resource ~t the Sanctuary - the minds and t alents 
of the members. Now, before you all go to ground , please read on. ·t e 
need occasiona l helpers and you need not fea r you are committing yourself 
to a weekly or monthly meeting. The time and occasions you volunteer ~re 
completely within your control and subject to your veto power. ::h en we 
call on you, you a re free to say no. 

l e despera tely need a r esource pool of telephoners, typists, ca rpenteni, 
plumbers, electricians , artists, writers, org-~nizers, and idea people--~ny 
and all t alents you've always wanted to exerciAe but haven't found the 
place or felt you had the time for . One idea or one hour of time from 
~.h mc~ber - at tha t member's convenience - would enable all members to 
enjoy the Sanctuary's f acilities and functions to the fulleAt. 

·lfe specific1:1.lly need the following: 
1. Members to call jus t 10 other me~bers in the Providence, ~all 

River, Barri ngton, and Bristol a reas . Call Ka t hy Maringas, 683- ~484 if 
you ca n help or drop a note t o the ~anctuary if its a l ong dis t ance call. 

2 . :/orkers in our new bookstore, The Norman Bi:rd. Call Polly Gardner, 
846-9740 . I 

3. Enthusiastic membera to talk to people during our open house - June 1 . 
Call Leona 1.rripp, 84 9- 5766 . 

CO.HRrlC'PION PLB.,SE NOTE: Sanctuary Day Open Hous e is ~ duy, Sunday, 
June 1 , 10-4 p. m. 



COMING EVENTS 

Coming Events: Workers and Partic:ripants wanted . (Workers have more fun!) 

Bird Walk every Sunday at 8 a.m. Bring binoculars. 

J une 15, Fathe 1:'s Da y Br eakf ast and Hike . Res erva tion by June 12. r.a ll 
Sylvi a Hampton . 8ij7-7~67. Adults $1.00 , members under 17 , f i [ t y cents. 
Menu: Scrambled eggs, sticky buns , j uice and coff ee. A bar ~a in at today's 
prices. 

August: Clambake 
1 

, ... , 

Se ptember: Cockta il Par ty . Hors d 'oeuvr es ma ker s c al 1 Jeanette S:,pinal~ki, 
847-4967. 

Oct ober: Ca l l Pat Hegnauer , ~46-1 3DR . Harvest Fa i r. Wor'ce rs needed NOW . 
Halloween Pa r ty for the children. We neerl a ~hairmsn for this. 

Nove mber: A Wine-Tasting Party 

Na t ure Day Camp information, call 846-:?~,77 

We have r eceived some responses re~arding achrlt erlucnt ion classes - if 
you have not sent yours in, please do so! We are try ini1 to SE'.t un ~1 

schedule now. 
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