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•IS the kids would say, t.em}"'eraturea at 'i'ne Llanet.. in lebruary we:r~ gross. 

1 t seemed '.4amer to talk in ~'ahrenhci t rather than C~l~ius •. Ji;~t as in i;ug­

ust it ai:>ems cooler t d say •·It' a ?6" rather than "1 t 's o;,•· ... -7he ·san.cb;ary 

land was covered with snow tn~t. bore sign:=i of ani.mal, vegat:able and minerfl.L 

.r1.nima.l from man, beast and bird: vegetable from wooden skis~~nd min~ra.l from 

runners of child-:-ens el eds • ."'or the first time since the ll1iz.zard of '78 1..he 

pheasa..111-s ate from treetop berries., Our animale \,;ere m,:ived indoors before 

the wind-chill factor hit 25 below. Pipinr, voices of the vecy yo1.:ng rose up 

from Cerio Pond, shel tered .from the wind. 1.;oa 's in !!is heaven--ail Is ri..ght 

with the ::Ja.nct--except a pipe froze in The Liam--no d;.,,,"llage. f'or ;;he .l"eb 7th 

movie on mountain climbing, 10 showed up---8 from !',c.County '. but_ for the vwl 

Walk 36 hardy souls i,ui.ned out ori a cold moonlit night,! A few came out for 

. the :'eb. 21 mo,,ie on sa.ilin~. As there is no .,·a/ t.o cancel the::ie :innounced 

~ progrNns, they go on as scheduled! 

v/hen evP-rything else on the Isla.nd is closed bece.use of :mow, t"le· San~t is 

open for cross-country skiing. One skier crossed the Alfalfa :l<'ield lea.,ring 

tracks like sa.tin ribbone in the snow. Later, afte~ a light blowing snow, a 

fox used those ribbons as a path to cross the field. JL rabbit crol)aea. the 

field the other way. v/hether the rabbit's d.ea th came from fo:x Jaws or from 

talons above, we don't know. Lut the motives that moved these f.'reai:.vres are 

interes1.ing. 'J'he man skied for pleasure .. Owl/fo-; and rabbit were driven by 

hunger. ha.n, the greatest predato:r of all, went home to eat anything f:rom 

apple,beef, chicken thr.u to veal, w~lnuts--whR.t no zebra steaks? 

It's s illy to look for sL's]1s of spring • .i.:lut one can see them withont looking! 

Goldfinches are getting n little yello.,,.ioh. ;,1ale house finchei:i pop choice tid­

bits into their lady's beaks. :3quirrels raid in pairs. :Ra•:coons forar-:e the 

feeders for seeds the squirrels missed. Song sp:;i.rrcws, in the sw, t:ry out 

their voices, unused since last nesting season. Chickadees sing their 
11:Jpring' s Here" songs. In shel te£ed spots the grass is P,Teenin;; anrt one hr/3.ve 

dandelion blooms. One can't f.et exc, te,l ahoHt t.he flock of '18 r0bins--they 

wintered over in 'i'he Sa.nct--never h-1.ve we seen so lare-e a flock in wi'1ter! 

Hut we did miss t.he th~ redwi.np;a tha.t u~ii:Jll:v arrive first week in 1,·f.'~··11a~,. 

J-PrinR is not a Possiblitv until we hear th~i ~· ~wPJ1intr r . .::ill. Tt. \.-i:;n-:-,ton,c:.d r,,.-, 



,·.arch 1st at even Ude! Just 24 hours after the first flight of Canadas flew 

north over our land. Seems only yestertla:'( the la.at fli,q-ht -flew over 01.i.r iced 

reservoirs, but that was in late January. 

* * * 
·L'hose of you who walk dogs at 'l'he Sa.net., for J.-'ete I s, sake, ~d sake of all 

the others, do take your dog , on leaai\, to the i\lfalfa Field and then on 

~cross to the old sheep fold before you do the trails • . In this way your 

dog can relieve itself without soiling the footpa.ths that others walk. At 

the moment there are ·13 mon~ts near 1.i'he %m and i<~d Shed. Its' revolting! 

Soon busloeJls of children will be arriving to study 'l'he Sanct. It would be 

most t-:npleasant if a child stepped, slipped or fell into a monument. Do be 

thoughtful of others. It will be difficult for all of us were we reguated to 

leave our pets at home! It may come to that, unless dog owners shape up. We 

don't ask you to "poop scoop" but we do request that you walk your dogs away 

from the be~ten tracka. (Someone has a dog infected with tape worm. Get pet 

to Vet P • .J.~. '1'hese days the treatment is naught but a pill-available thru 

a. vet only. Hemember, a tape worm is a pai-a.si te, and all pa.rasi tee kill their 

host sooner or later. In this caae,soon--your dog is not cettL,g the food it 

eats-the worm is!) 

* * * 
So we have had the last eclipse of the sun visible from 'l.'he Sanct. until 2017. 

Rain spoiled our view, but the skies darken--not dark enough to send birds 

to bed! 'lhe ancient Chinese thought that _a dragon ate the aun--from time to 

time. ·.wo scientists , named Hi and 1o, were enga~d to figure out when the 

dragon woulr'l be hungry agaln. 'l'hey missed their calculations and lost their 

heads. Viaybe 1hey forgot Leap Year! 'fhe dragon ate the sun the very next day. 

1''oor Hi. t'oor Lo. 

Don't you love to catch a ·r~"f commercial in error? '.i'here'sa 1111ra.Olsen" who 

sells coffee-"Grown in the fresh mountain air c,. sunshine. 11 Wrong, l·:irs. O. ! 

Coffee trees must r;row in sha.de , u.nder tr9es that top them,ao that the berries 

ripen all 'round. (And it does take a year 1 s r,rowth from one coffee tree to 

produce one pound of coffee in the st2te that you use it~ , After all you 

don't use the coffee berry, all you 1.ise is the bean within the berry-. 



-NORM/\.N BIRD SANCTUARY 
ACTIVITIES 

SATURDAY, ~pril 28 - 10: 0-12: 00 Neon - THREE-·PART INTRODTJCTION 
TO 'BIR.D. AND BIRDING FC)R 1\l)lJLTS ·--- - ... 

Covers a wi.de range of top.Les and field experir.nce. 

SATURDAY_, Mav 5 - 10: 00- 2: 00 Noon - Part II -- INTRODUCTION 
TO BIRD, AND BIR ING FOR ADULTS -

SUNDAY, May 6 -

Join nat;uralist, L~sa Lofland Gould, for one oi her f-'lsc.:.na.ting 
fuiderl tours of th~ wild spring plauts of the Sanctuary. 

§.!-\TURDAY, MAY 12 

SUNDAY, Mav 20 -

- 10'.00-12:00 Noon - Part III -
TO BfRDS AND BIRDING FOR ADULTS 

11: 0-3:00 PM - HEEP TO SHAWL 
\.. 

INTRODUCTION 

A special treat fo all! The Rhode Isl;md Weavers C,,.ad w:i.11 bf:' 
wit·h us to present sheep sh<=ering. wool carding, spinning, hand 
dying with native dying materials and. of cou1se, weaving. 

SATURDAY and SUNr,AY, June 2 and 3 - .Al Day 

Open House f0r aJ J m0mbers and non-rnemb<'.'.1-s. Locs of specia L wal!rn 
and things - come ;ind bring a nefghbo1.: or L ~o. 

!3ATURDAY, June 9 - 10:00-J-2:00_~oon - NATI RE PHOTOGRAPHY, Part I 

llr.ing your equipmenl. 
next Saturday. 

We'fl t,:Jke photos 
/ 

SATURDAY, June 16 - 10 :00-· 2..:...Q9 ___ Noon - NATURE JHOTOGRAPHY, Part II 

We· 11 view last week's eff rts and pcrha.r,i:: try some ,ew things t:oo. 

JULY 2 - AUGUST 10 - 9:00-l :00 Noon - SUM.MER DAY CAi"1P 

Six weeks o( Day Camp for c.~pL:r K-6. Lnts of e:iriting .1ctivities 
wenv:ing in avd out of tbe worid f nature. Campers may attf'nd 
any or all weekR. 

PLEASE POS' 



' Many of you must remember Sue Jacobs en , the young .B1:o,.,:rr.1 
Univ 'K',1.t:1 gradua te who ran our Day Camp last summer . ShQ! 
is now in East 'Malaysia employed by the Natio.nal Park System. 
The following letter tells of her adventures while preparin.g 
to write a guidebook to t he parks. 

"I'm now back in Kota Kinabalu , t he capital of 
Salah where I am living . I am very glad to be 
back. The people were particularly unfriendly 
in Sipitang and Kli as Peninsula where I was work­
ing. I was constantly being warned of headhunters. 
It seems it is customary to bury a head at the 
foundation of newly bui l t bridges. This serves 
as both a sacrifice and a protective device - if 
there's no head, the bridge will collapse . They ' re 
building a new road through the whole area and 
this results in lots of new bridges, hence alot 
of paranoid people . The chief of police was 
quoted in the paper s aying that there is no longer 
any headhunting going on, however I spent a rather 
harrowing half hour being chased by a boatful of . 

·men with a gun and I don 't think their intentions 
were very noble . At any rate my head is still 
attached to my torso (as loosely as ever) and I 
spent a very interesting week exploring the mangrove 
swamp and nipah pa lm f ores t s of Klias Peninsula . 

I saw surprisingly. little animal life. The mos t 
exciting find was a half dozen silver l eaf monkeys 
munching on leaves' in the tops of fig trees . The 
bird life (which I had anticipated would be abundant) 
was also a disappoi ntment , though I di d get to see 
several Chinese Egrets which are supposedly very rare." 

As always,folks should rememher that the Sanctuary can elwevs u~e hookA 
on natural history, or old na ture ma~az.ines of any kind. Any ~onations would 
he greatly appreciated. 

) 
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-NORMAN BIRD SANCTU.l\RY 

i:,t j nc..:.1:. tne beginning, of thi s year, the AdV"isory'' C0mmi ttE'1e 

has bee n meeting on a frequent basis, consider ing the needs of 

o u r Sanctuary, new programs, improvements of existing programs , 

methods of enhancing Sanctuary services, etc. There are new 

programs in the offing, as well as many changes and improvements 

to existing programs. There is so much to be done in so many 

areas , and the Advisory Committee and Bob Hinckley need your 

support and assi stance. 

If you or other members of your family, or if you know of othe 

who would like to help out, please fill out and return ~he form beJ 

Names 

NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY 
583 Third Beach Road 

Middletown, R . I. 

Address Tel. No. 

We would like to help in thefollowing areas: (please circle) 

Harvest Fair 

Fund Raising 

Children's Programs 

Other areas 

Membership 

New Programs 

Publicity 

Tour Guide 

Educational Programs Maintenance 
Buildings 
Trails 

We welcome your suggestions and comments on the back of the form. 


