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Bird sanctuary needs $615,000

By STEPHEN HEFFNER -
Jourual-Buletin Staff Writer '

MIDDLETOWN — As bird lov-
ers keep their fingers crossed, sever-
al touchy questions are emerging in
the Norman Bird Sanctuary’s pro-
posed §1.15 million purchase of
Mgeporﬁonnotmeereycmges«
tate. i

Among them are: How much
money will the ask from
the town toward the purchase? Can
the town contribute open space
bond money anthorized by voters in
1988 eves though state matching
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money, promised at the time, is no
longer available? How much owner-
ship will the town hold in the prop-
erty? :

The sanctuary is hoping to strike
a deal to buy easements and land on
35 acres of the former Van Beuren
estate, which is now owned by a de-
velopment group led by Robert
Kempenaar. Kempenaar last Friday

to add to grant for land deal

'theoﬁlghlnll‘ls')and.thenuorm
to investor Charles Dana.

The sanctuary last week received
a $400,000 state grant toward the
purchase, aithough the Governor's

office ammounced at first
that the money had been grantsd o
the town. officials, whe

still need another $615,000, say they
are planning to ask the town for 2
substantial contribution toward the
purchase.

Councilman Peter Grimes, chair-

¢

qomgletet!qdep_l selling 26 acres (of

- "G‘ré‘mt_.

. Continued from Puge C-1

man of the town’s open space com-
mittee, said yesterday that the town
had not yet received a formal re-
- quest from the sanctuary for town
moniey, but he acknowleged that a

. figure of $400,000 was suggested

during informal discussions.

The suggested source of the mon-
- 8y, said Grimes and sanctuary offi-
cials, Is §1 million' authorized by
. voters in a 1988 open space and re-
creation bond referendum. A poten-
tial problem is that, ibefore the refer-

endum, voters were told that any’

open space bond money they autho-

Hized would come with matching -

state funds < up to three state dol-
lars toeyery one town dollar,
The state’s pool of matching mon-

ey has been used up, Grimes said,

and if the town applies a portion of
its bonid mon il B i
support promised state

1988 M?t not be available, The
townt's financial advisers have said
. the bond money can be used, said

to Grey Craig, the

Grimes, but he admitted that spend-
ing the money without

funds was probably not what voters
had in mind when they approved
the referendum.'

In the case of Grey Craig, he said, i
‘““The sanctuary would be putting up

$400,000 it got from the state, and
another $350,000 it’s going to try to
get from private sources, so if the
town were to contribute $400,000,
we'd be getting better than a dollar-
for-dollar matth, which was the in-

, tention in the beginning."
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" Grimes also saigd that-the town

should share in the ownership of the
land and easements. He suggested
that “if the towa puts up around a

~ third of money, we'd need to have

about two-thirds ownership in or-

 der to have a onesto-one match.”

Grimes spetulated that the town

. Would turn over administration and

maintainance of the property and
easements to the sanctuary after the
purchase.



