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The Norman Bird - A Flyer No. 24 January, 1974 

Hi! During the oold sn&p before Christmaa puddles became crystal poola, oatch­
ing every leaf, tvig arsd seed in frosen lovelineas, and calling att ention once 
again to nature's fa.Tourite colour ooabina.tion-grey and brown. The vaterfall 
at Maple Svaap vu enoloaed in a aleeve of ioe, with water zipping merrily 
along inside. Dovnstream froth rolled up into huge pillova. Dev drops, sur­
prised by the cold, hung on brambles like moonstones against an ashes-of-roses 
aky. (The branblea themselves were the colour of blueberry pie juice aixed with 
vanilla ice cream!). With the anov a !lock of mead.ovla.rks (valky birds) searched 
the banks ot brooks for insects while robins (hoppy birds) bounced along the 
banks seeking woma. They all look !at in t ne cold-they flu.ff up their downy 
lininsa to make insulation for theuelT••• Later in January oame more anow and 
vith it croaa-oountry skiers OD the open fielda. Little ones had what to them 
must have seemed milea-lobg rides down the elopes wit h ni ce parent s to pull t hem 
back up. In auoh weather birda have a hard tille eating to stay va.rm. There 
wasn't auch !ruit for them, eo humane to the rescue! Feeders f i lled ri«ht up 
with anov during the atoms. The beat thing to do 1a to atamp out a. landing pad 
tor the •••de and bite of fruit, and scatter them aoroaa the anow. Old bread 
eapeciall1 stale corn and brow breads are welcomed by hungry bird.a. A can of 
inexpensive dog food gets pecked up a anov bank and down th• other aide until 
there ia nothing lett to peok. With the ice storm that fol lowed, aeeda bounoed 
nicely on the ice, while aocking bird.a and pheasant• took to the trees &f'ter 
what little fruit a vet spring had provided. Underneath all the anov and ice, 
thousands of mice tunnelled a.f'ter their hordes or seeds, completely safe fro• 
predatore. Happy llioe. HUJl,ry preda.torsl Moat of our starving or injured Jre­
datore are brou,bt to ua at thia aeuon. There are several recouperating in 
The Barn. .... 
The Audubon Bird Count wae postponed until Dec.22 u i t poured on the aoheduled 
day. The speoiea oount at the Sanctuar;y waa 46. The rareat bi rd eeen wu a 
!11&811ifioent Frigate or Man Of Var bird. Usually aeen in Fla. or La . i t has a 
wing apread of 7½ feet. If you aee a flock of sulls, one wi th a deepl y divided 
tail, vinge that look hUllpy and that outflies all the others, you are not seeing 
a huge gull! Monk parrots weathered the intense oold and have been sighted at 
several feeders near the Sanctuary. 

ff-it 

The two Canada geese t hat have been on Nanaqua.ket Pond- nea.r Sin and Fl esh Brook 
in Portsmouth-have been killed. Hunters chose Christmas morning for the murders. 
If you a.re among those who !ed them daily, know that thereat of us, who only 
obser,ed them in what see11.ed safe waters, mourne with you over t he senseless 
deaths inflicted on your peta. .... 
The field on the eut side or Third Beach Road haa 4 varieties of puaay willova 
growing in it. Because it was a mild vinte~up to a point-many are shoving 
fuzz. Members, with permission from Fearless Leader may, vith cli ppers, cut 
themaelvee some pussies for their homea. Not to decorate a hotel lobby, please, 
but enough to update your poinsettias. That field has no name. It is being 
called "Willow Wallow" which in our New England mouths beco11ee "Willer Walleh"! 

Hit 

eople in Portsmouth compl&in that they have no ohick-a-deee at their feeders. If 
r ou've clea.red away underbrtl.':lh near your hoae, you have cleared away the cover 
small birds require as a protection from shrikes and sparrow hawks who feed on 
~mall creatures. .... 
)n Nev Yea.r's Eve the astronauts said "Happy Nev Year" to eaoh other 16 ti11ea as 

-... they crossed the Intema.tiona.l Date Line every 93 minutes, until finally it waa 
1974 everywhere. On that d&y, a fev houre ahead o! & huse anov storm to hit 
ot hers-not us-the largest skein of vild geese ever seen flew over N:BS beating the 
stom from the north. 



It you a.re stubborn about using the poor burning wood of elm, do peel off the 
bark where the tree is felled. Don't cart it home and spread Dutch Elm Dieease. 
It is carried by b•etles that burrow under the bark. Beat to peel it off and 
burn it right there. That will help localise the virus the beetles carry. You 
will need a permit to burn. 

+ff 

With children going to school now before light, parente should remember that it 
ie always coldest before dawn and dreaa the lil ·! anpla accordingly. Aleo remem­
ber that man-made fibers offer no warmth a...~ all. They are excellent wind 
breakers. The beat inexpensive insulation ie newspaper! A prudent mother who 
cannot afford woollens will belt newspapers fore and aft under the top coat. 
And do put something white or a reflector on the top coat. Driv,~ may not eee 
your intant in the dark. And then relax-there are more ohtlcl molesters out and 
about in the a!ternoon than there are before sun up! ... 
We read that our Bay may be clean by 1990. Narragarusett Bay is one of the 
world's moat beautiful. Jacques Cous+.eau hu explored it and he sa115 that it is 
of the utmost iaportance for the fiall industry beoauae of the wetlands and 
marshes that teed into it, carrying u they do, the food stuffs that l!ffllall fish­
es •e.t. .... 
Tventy times every- 300 yrs. the Sun, Earth and Moon come into the same longi­
tudinal plane. The sun exerts some pull on the tides eTen u the ~oon do••• 
\rlhen this ~appena there are extrem•lt high & low tides. Usually it causes 
flooding along the ooasta. When there are the combinations of the planets, high 

tides and coastal atoms, things 8811 -be very aerioue. It vu euoh a condition 
(off shore stoma, on shore winds plua Sun-Earth-Moon position) in March 1962 
when 40 people- died-and $~00 million damaps were done along our coast ~rora L.I. 
to s.c. The Sun-Moon-Earth pull vaa felt Jan. 8th & Feb. 7th 1974 • .... 
The first Earth Day was celebrated April 22, 1970. Prior to that 66 oil refin­
eries had closed. One can not blame coneerY&tioniets for that, or for the oil 
ehortagel Maybe it ia better not to seek a scapegoat, but to get on with the 
job of seeking new, cl•an and inexpensive enera. One reaf-8 of the world or 
hydrogen enera and the potentials o! the Luaer beam, while one hea.ra only a.­
bout coal, shale and oil! Thia is not the first oil shortage our country hae 
endured. During the Civil War, the South seized all the whaling ships and the 
lights of the divided nation came from candlea-unleae one could afford $2.25 
a gal. for the precious oil. (Unoriginal pun--$2.25 bought a whale of a lot 
more then than it does now.) *ff 

The Comet Kohoutek wu a dieappointaent. l3ut our Xohouteka are not! They are 
our mini-bantams, Mr. & Mrs. Kohoutek. Mr. Kohoutek disappeared for several 
days while visions of predators eating him filled ws with apprehension. But 
he re-appeared astiny and handsome as ever. He and hie bride make a beautiful 
pair. ... 

There's wood chopping going on at the Sanct. The themostat in the F.d Shed is 
down. No attempt is being made to heat the Museum. Because or the cold moat of 
our regular boarders are visiting other olaasrooma, m\U!leuma and private houees 
until Spring. Left with us are those who don't mind the cold-Rooter, the 
Kohouteke (in a shed) the ailing predators and Wisteria Mood under her warming 
light bulb. Do not worry if you never see Hooter eating. She 1e a night eater 
and is fed as the Sanot. closes. ... 

On June 20 the 3rd largeat Conference on the Law of the Sea will convene under 
UN au.spices in Venezuela. It will be a very important conference. Among the 
item.a on the agenda will be the excessive killing of fish, legal lillits and 
ocean pollution. We all know of the electronic devises used to locate fish and 
of the nets that are more like sieves than £ets. Did you know that the present 
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3 mil e limit is based on the dista.noe ~ 17th Century oanon oould fire? A 12 
mile limit eeems to be in the offing, but that will raise many questions a.e to 
neut ral zones for coaatal shipping, off-shore oil wells eto. Great apprehension 
is felt as the emerging nations will not allow the USA to sit in on sorn.e 48 oom­
lllitteea! Our scientists have fear that the oceans will become polluted. If 
they are to be filled, mined, dredged and filled with waetee, they may die. Ai, 
they provide mo·at of the oxygen that we breathe, it ie rethor important that 
they be allowed to f'W'lotion e.s they haye in the put • .... 
Nuclear power plants and killing fish by the millions and fish eggs by the 
billions! Fish egga that Ilo&t are being hurled into hot water and they can 
not endure a temperature over 82 F. In.take valves will have to be fixed so that 
the1 will not suck fish up when cool water ia needed. Rot water to be die­
charged will have to be internally cooled before being spilled outside of the 
power plants. Does any 1one know what the power plants will do wi~h the atomic 
ash? .. .... 
Our Dept. o! the Interion plans to deduoe drastically the nU11ber ot a.nimals to 
be imported. That is good neva as the deaths of these creatures in transit is 
horrible. Oriental !inches, iaports frODI Japan, land with 99% of them dead. 
For every Quatamala Quetzel bird that arrives alive, 50 die • .... 
Many creatures have neither the means nor the inclination to go south in the 
winter. They enter a. state of suspended aniJl.ation of hibernation. Sm1e of 
them sleep lightly, wake often, eat and go back to sleep. Among them are skunks, 
squirrels and bear. Others, like woodchucks, sleep very deeply. Their body 
t emps. drop to 37 degrees! To live even when ao deeply asleep, requires some 
energy, so auch oreaturea store up fat to tide them. over. Even insects! Some 
bears eat nothing in winter even tho' their cubs are born them. Mourning Cloak 
butterflies find crevasses to hibernate in & emerge ae the f i rst butterflies of 
spring. Toads and snakes and bats find pleasing places th.at offer them shelter 
during the cold, and they too oome out when the w&rftling aun tells them that all 
i n the outside world is well. ...... 
Two more movies have been made that w,e animals cruelly. They are "Kid Blue" 
and "The Deadly Trackers". The new breed of movie makers does not invite the 
humane societies to come on to the sets to observe the making of films that uee 
animals. Ther e are no laws that force them to do eo. There ebould be euoh laws • .... 
The oonservationiats in Thailand are distressed that their rare animals are 
faoing extinction. Lizards, pythons and spotted deer are h'lmt ed for their ekins. 
The home of the deer are sold to the Chinese who value them for their medicinal 
properties. They bring 1150.00 per hom. Baby tapirs eell to zoos for $500.00-
more than the price or a baby elephant. Myn& bird.a exported from Th&iland last 
year topped the 100,000 mark. .... 
The slow down in driving epeeda has lowered the number of deaths on our highways. 
The total number of people killed on the roads since oars were invented ia 1.8 
million. That is larger than the numbers of eoldiera killed in all our wa:rs put 
together. Yet we do not see people tuming froa oars because of that, do we? 
Highway deatha are ju.et aa senseless as wa.ra. Connecticut was the first state 
to pus a speeding law in 1901. It waa 12 miles an hour within the oitiee and 
15 outside. Anyone frighten{.ng a horse wu eubjeot to a fine of 1200.00 plua 
30 days in jail. In recent times everything that has to do with care is re­
presented by a word conveying force or violence from the tiger in the tank! to 
the very names of the care-Thunder J3i!Pd,, Cougars, Le Sabres, etc. Only late­
ly we have ears with gentler nallea-Colte, Dusters, Vegas. And gasoline is 
where you find i t-n<i »atA:fal Cafllw---~ 1 ·And~ i"'b.' ia ei~, to the good. Where were 
we going in such a hurry and wui• ~~)ll'{jl.04,r?Je~ ~n.f t it nicer to go more 
slowly and see some of the il'ti:,:tq w.e1 ,j,es.eci M' j'f··tilol)ad by before? 
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4. 
Ot all the aniJlala only man has lea.med to laugh. We should all practice this 
acquired art mo~• often or we will lose the ability. One or the beat thinge 
!or a person to laugh at is one's self. 

*** COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS 

OWL WALK, 
On Feb. 17th we are having a ~est come to oall owla. He has had great aucceases 
in th• put so lets hope he vill be aucceaatul at the S&not. We will leave the 
F.d Shed at e,oo FM. Brfng flaahlights and bring trienda. Cocoa will be aen-ed 
in the Ed Shed following. 
NUPI'UL FLIGHTS OF THE WOODCOClCs 
Quided walk march 15th at DUSK. For a more accurate ti••• call the San.ct. at 
846-2577 a da.y or so before the walk. Maben and friends teel tree to oome 
any evening between March 15th and Ma7 1st. If a guide is desired, oall and 
make an appointment. 

Saturday afternoona ••• anyone intereeted in helping clean up the Sanctuary? Ve 
have lots to be done---Trail maintenance and development 

NORMAN 8lfttl ~ANCTUARV 
JK!RD REACH ROAD'/ 

M!DOLHOWN,. R.11 

Wood cutting 
Cap cleaning 
MuseUJ1 work, dieplaya 
Etc. 
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