The Narman Bird-=/'A FYewr Nes. 21 & 22 Navember '73
Hi! The 1st day of Fall plunged us back inte heat & humidity., That night saw the
births ef millions of tiny spiders. Blown eff trees onte grass their eyes sparkled
like diamond dust in reflected light, This event continues until killing frost, In
the day no apiders aEcH =s0 small exr they! Four racceons trapped elsewhere were
released on NBS land, and a red-tail hawk (shnt}) was brought ta us far dectoring,X-
rays shew that he will never fly again. By Sept, 15th our Barm Owl had laid her 4th
egg, We talked about running up a heating pad as we de not know how the chicks will
fare in the celd water tower, But a predater got up and ate the chicks, Mama Owl was
confused-=February is Romance time for owlss Things seem so peaceful at the Sanct,it
is hard to accept the fact that a fight for dear life is going on all the time., Very
early every morning there is a cawing and a crowing back of 3rd Ridge., It is a battle
between craws and their mertal enemy, a Great Horned Owl, If they can get him,they
will peck him to death. On he ether hand, if the ewl can, he"ll eat crow, ***The State
sprayed the marshes against encephalitis carrying mosquitns, As 3 horses in the state
had the disease, no humans, scme pheasants,the cest seems excessive-{§400,000} Surely
8il drepped by hend-Sceuts, 4Hers,garden clubbers, ecolmgnsts etc,the cest ceuld have
been pennies,*** Our annual cocktail party was a great success.The Museum was & joy
te the eye, the hors d'eeurves were haute cuisine (many thenks te the donors). 70
people came, thnse who couldn't were dear to send in their checks--we raised $700,00}
¥*% The Oct, Lunch-Lecturee were put eff 'til Nev, for the reascn that there was no
room in the Ed Shed, It's great to have the Sanctuary se popular but Gee Whiz! ¥¥*The
Duteh Elm disease is being battled with 2 chemicals on a yearly basis, It is heped
that a medicine will be found to immunize a tree for life, The spread ef the beetles
was made easy by us humans whe love tn plant rows ef-a~kind, or fietds all of a kind,
We loved our Elm lined streets, S° did the beetles! When rne tree was dead they pcp-
ved to the next one, If they had had to travel a few blocks te find an elm, they would
have been eaten by predators, Nature seldem if ever plants two ef a kind together,¥¥
URT has launched a program called "Foster Parents of Elms" Anycne wishing te be a
foster parent picks his elm, and undertakes the price ef the chemical treatment for
theyear=-§50,00%**¥A swan may live te 102! A Great Herned Owl, if not eaten by a crow,
may live to 68, Wolves live tn 16 as does a squirrel, A giant tortoise, largest ef the
reptiles, gnes for 152 years,while a tiny chipmunk may make it to his 12th birthday,
In our marshes our bex turtles may be reaching for their 123rd yearsl¥#* It is nice
to read that the gardeners at the White House have changed their pelicy about Xmas
trees.No longer will glorinus trees be cut annually snd shipped te Washington te die
on the White House lawn, Nor will the 50 smaller trees be shipped off ter witness the
death of a giant while they too are dieing, Instead a tree is to be transplanted,te
be a Xmas tree at the proper seasen, ONLY the -tree picked fer he honcur is already 75
years old, It is deubtful that it will survive, Could not a small tee be planted,so
that at our 300 anniversary it will still be growing, a symbol of our great nation?¥¥*
Rocky,the timid timber welf who visited us last Fall is now a sephisticated wolf-of=-
the-world, He has taken up he task left unfinished by the deaths of Clem & Jethro.At
the ripe old age of 16 mea, he is teuring the continent teaching the fact that wolves
are pleasant creatures, not to be killed by shot, trap or poisen, (Thanks for all the
letters ete, b Congress everyecne--you were just great,) Sweden has past laws protect-
ing welven,#%% The Migratory Bird Act,which Teddy ROosevelt drew up tn prrtect birds
in migralion, iz coming inte action with a vengeance,7 oil c-mpnnies have been charged
en 117 covnis for maintaining epen eril sludge ponds in Celnracs, 70,000 waterfowl an-
nually misuake them for woter pends, (It is not the oil en th:iir feztheve that kill
birds, When they preen their feathers tn free the 0il, and swzli~w the goa that they
die, /%% Vegatables planted in gardens last spring must have yiclided all %o farmers
wished as many were left %o ge to secd, Could it be hat the delicinsusness ~f green
tomato pie sr relish is unlmewn? Lots of "companoin planting” was used and seems to
heve workied as the ecrops were not consuned by buss! Lack of root vegs,was nrted,If
gardanars do not have storage space the Sact, does) Next yesr huh? **%The caravan-
ning was geeat fun.4 came 40 the fimet but we grew in number te 17 We went to James-
town: Inleresting birds weve seen—giodsn plovers, biackerownsd night hercas,great
blue herrns, geese, ducks aic,, Wish move of yru weuld reuse from L@y Deds and join
the fun! END CF CONDEZNSED BIRD IOR OCT, Nc.21.




