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The N,;,me.n l3ird.-A Flyer #40 December '75 
Hi! None of ua should ever complain about the weather after the Fall we had. Were 
it not for the probing fingt9r of autumn we'd havo had toma.tos from our gardens on 
the Thanksgiving table. There weretiny' white violete in bloom in ma.rehy epots, 
primroses in the garden & quince fruit laying under bright pink blosaoul But 
everyone kept dreaming of a white Christmae,eo we got it.(Next year epeoify enow 
wh.1 te or ice white! )The Almano(k) eaye winter would ,--!U't off crazy & it did. Be­
tween snow, 100, rain, fog, did you ever see the surf more beautiful?. In the 
middle of the cold;eomeone brought it a cctttle egret. In a heat wave an egre~ 
looks cool. Can you imagine how cold a cold egret looks in a cold snap! He's 
in the Ed Shed. With a heat lamp. Anyone flying to Fla. willing to carry-on 
a.n unmigrated egret? 

* * * 
In early F~ll a Canad.a goos~ was brought in with a wounded foot. Infected, treat-
ed. healed and crippled• she stayed with ue until the honking overhead made her 
try to join the migrations. One cold morning ehe clumbeily took to the air. She 
oiroled the Ba.rn-Muaewn honking a soft goodbye, then headed west for the ma.inland. 
She wa~ a tiny speck, !lying much too low and elow, when her kind were no longer 
visible to the naked eye. We wiehed her well and hoped ehe could somehow find her 
mate, i! he still lived, in all that vaete land called The South. It va.e a ead but 
happy thing to have her go. Next moming on the froeted alfalfa field was one Can~ 
ada goose with a gimpy leg and a gleaming chin etra.p! Golly Geel It was good to 
see he-r----sad but happy again0 

* * * 
Th~ Kohoutek~ are glorious. entering their third year of life at the ~a.net., 
whioh is a fair life for bantam.a. Mr.Kohoutek holds hie own with the handeo~e 
white rooeter that ie keeping the R.I.Red hem, happy, eince their firet (and 
henpecked) spou.ee became suppor for a raccoon. 

* * * 
Fish farming hae started in Warren R.I. It is called Aquaculture. The Blount 
Sea Food Co. ie raising a crop of Coho ealmon. also called variouslyJ silver, 
Skowitz and Hoopid. The fish tanlrn are .fu,11 or 0 i.,mol ie", 18 months olci & veigh­
ing leas than an ounce. By next summer they will have ftaten onough or the re­
f'uee of the Blount Fien industry to eell at $2.00 a pound . (Blount sells clame & 
quahau.ga to Campbell Soups) Our ancestors settled theee ehores in pa.rt because of 
the salmon.(In 1700 the Merrimac wae live with salmon.)But like their deecendente 
they overfished and dammed up the rivers too, so that by 1865 the N.E. Statos 
tried to restock the Atlantic with egge from Canada, and failed. 

* * * 
We na.d a lunar eclipse on Nov.18th.-the last one for the next 7 years. Did you 
know that the moon is orbiting further and further away from the earth all the 
time? Uid you know that Earth ie getting tatter in the middle al l the time too? 
The Society that believes the earth is flat had better hang in there for a while 
longel\--quite a while at that.I 

* * .. 
Did the first blast of winter find you not ready to feed he birds? Invest in an 
erab:r.oidecy ne,tdle ( .05¢) to etring apple quartere and raisins together. Or buy a 
Fruit-ka.-bob at the N.B.Gift SHcp. Get eome of yeeterday'e brown breads &: do-nuts 
-the~•11 keep in the freezer. Get some cheap peanut butter and dog food, a net 
for euet-•wire will do, but tiny tongues may freeze on metal. Store extra seeds 
to be used only in stoma, & get a lb. of com meal. If you've noticed, com 
meal disappears in snow, so sca.ld it with boiling water to form J~mpa; let 
cool before tossing it for the boarders. It is qua.ranteed to dius.ppea: in· bird.e. 
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If you find a sick bird, remember its first need is ..f:£.Qs!. -Get it ineid(-> to a 
shoe box with a net cover,or,failing that, to any she1t~red "nest" of leaves or 
g~ass anywhere, back porch ox garage. Poke some dopfood jnto its beak by piJing 
eome 11p on a matchstick or twig. You may have to force the be~.t(' once .but after 
that the bh·d wil] get the id.ea. Do not. soak braad in w~ter or miJk! }lir.ds 
need litt)e water getting mostly what they neAd f-rom foods •. 7he.y never eEtt 

bread,and milk is totally unJr..nown in a birds llfe. Jf all you have fa bn·ad, 
crumble it jn veget~ble oU f.or a starving bird.If there .i:5 a,.w;ound nae a go1..1d 
.::i.nti biotic cream,And, if there i~ a break, make the creature aR comfort.,1.ble ae 
po.~sj ble. When the sto."'TI! ia over, talk with Feadeae Loa,der. :By spring migratinn 
time wP.

1 11 have some simplified d.ire<:tions ~or carry on with wi.n~ a.nc.J. legs. 

* * * 
'.:'his is the season for open fires. Long yea!.'S ago you lcarnP.d that one l~g alone 
will not burn. Two are needed. The secret of a good. fire i.e to place .. wo ] n.gs 
close enough together to keep ea0h other warm. yet far enough apart to allow 
air to circulate. Some wit said that this i~ fl"!;., ,> a •.ralid recipe for a g0<.>d 
mardage. 

* * * 
The Mediterranean Fruit F):,•, int-reduced into the Los AngelP.e area accidentally, 
threatens a :noo million dollar fruit indust.ry . 'J'o put a. stor, to this ncn-Amer-
j ,~an past the strategy of saturating the area with sterlized male flies waa de~ 
')ided on. 'l'hu:.~ a ,Jollection of 400 mi1Hon fruit .fly eggs was ~xposed t,o !'J.1U::\­
tion, and the trays were put into a rented trailer to awa.i. t the emergence of. tr:e 
full grown flieR. l:nbeknovnst to the scientis ts the pre-vious t~aUer-leas:, r had 
hung several Shell No Pont Stri p3. Can you imagine 400 mill i-Jn dead fJ i es? 
Just about all of our pest::, are introduced accidenta.lly j nto ou:r.· ~ountr.y wHh 
r,o ne.tural predators.Thus our Gypsy moths werP. brought jn to mate wi-th silk 
wonns, escaped tC! mc!te aznong thomllelves, they cost us annually! The:re '., a 
worm that eat~ b"•Jd~ of pine a!'ld cost u:, anually! Now a scientist ha:>, bro11g-ht 
aome wheat r;item worm:>,(th"" pest th,,i.t cost";US3R anually,)ove:r he-re to i,tudy and 
he LOST thorn! Time ,.. ; 11 te Jl if they got to food before somE'!one acci den ta11 y 
stepped on them. \..'ha·. the w'Orld nf!eds is~ pest jo the wheat f'ield13 of America. 

* * * Por over ?.i centuries the !'.inn of Daviaon Newman Ltd. havp been s~lling tN ... . 
r.'oursded in 1650, when tea. was Htera1ly worth it's ...,eight in gt)ld-- a pound so"!.d. 
for a~ rnu"h as ..t:?.O. It was indeed i! bev~rage for th~ rich. Pepys roGt"J.l'd~ his 
first c:1p of tea en Sept ?:,th 1660. Rut the prlct? oa.'Tle down ov-Ftr the yea.re., as 
r.om~etition entered the fie1.d against thP J•:a.et India Tea Company, unt.i1 in 1728 
tea wae -iown to 13 shillings a. pound. Ii wa.s the Davison NeumR.t1 Co. Ltd. that 
sh.i pperl tea to the Colonies when thP tax was laid upon it that ao fofurh.ted cur 
ance::.itors. That tax ultimale1y lead to war. l<'or 1')76 that. same tet¼ comp,my has 
blended together the same teas for our bi-centeni.al celebration. One t1an find · 
it i~ the better food shops in one pound canisters. It is a nice honey-flavoured 
bleot\s of blacks. ( registe·c:d under the name of "1:!awstonaba. 'fea CO") 

In the coming yea:c· the (;CJu~teau f1.1ms in connN·tlon w:ilh NAS~ •will be :-;hown on:?, 
a. ~~ . They will show how all those nr,ace vent:,re,; ::i.rP se-rvir:g us! 'l'he 30 min . 



broadcaete will show the resoroee of Earth-The Oaeie In Space- the poll­
utants flowing from California. to the Antartic, the refw,e from NYC flowing 
to N.J. ! We'll see which crope *11 proeper endi.hich will fail, which parts 
of the earth can support dense population, and we'll eee the aonitoring of 
fresh water reeervee and locate food in the eeae. It will be a.n important 
aeries of broadcasts and you will want the kide to eee them. The satellites ' 
are already foretelling a poor winter wheat crop in USSR! 

* * * I -

The Audubon Bird Count, Deo. 20 e~owed a tremendous number of birds~wintar-
ing over-the final count ie not in yet. But right on our own property was a 
very exci ting-,-and odd for winter-- osprey! . 

'rhe following is not meant for NYC alone. It applies to all of ue. "If you 
fail to tailor your outgo to fit your income, your upkeep will be your 
downfall''. 

* * * 
After all you feasting did you join in with the oldetyttsr in saying, 
"I've et so much and drunk so free, that I can neither sit nor lay"? 

* * * 
Happy Birthday U.S.A.! 


