iHe Lorman Lird--. slyer 0. 58 Nec, " 19="80
w.an, Uh lan, (and we refer to the species of MNan)=~-what an autumn this has
been! kven tho' it rained on our rair (for the third time, ) Ve deserve a
long, lovely fall, having survived our summer! jor every day that the therm-
ostat is quiet,one is grateful . ifter Indian Summer, dispite the loss of
leaves, we enjoyed honeysuckle, crabapples in sweet bloom, while in the
farden nansies seemed to bloom forever, Lven now,in wsrm spots, ironweed
and dandelions bloom altho® “hristmas has come znd gone, Our coleurs now
are wWyeth's-=altho we have more,in that we have bright green patha blue=-
green junipers and orange-reds of bittersweet, not to mention blue skies
and waters! while overhead, migrations by the thousands, starting ‘way
back with hummingbirds, until the rresent flights of Canada-svea;. We -
our area rird Jount Dey, the Saturday before Christmss sad 000 seese in
migration were si;hted., i‘here's éomething about the vew ik ot gease
that is exciting. rathraliéta say that the singls mosi exciting, gocial o=
vent in the life of a bird is migration! ¢ certainly sounds so., ind it is

Pleasanter to the ear than most human social events,
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We hope you caught & glimpea, a2t loact, ~F tho nawx mispation. Winds helned
by pushing them over our wayl! ‘he most lovely sights were 3 ospreys circl=-
ing until there were 7, and the three peregrin falcons that gquartered our
pastures looking for prey. It does seem the efforts to build up their num-
bers may be succeeding=-if only they can survive the DIl used in countries
south of us! (ne migration was not too pleasing-- starlings! Yo think that
a1l those starlings descend for 70 birds released in Central farl, 100 yrs
ago, to combat tne :nglish sparrows! Goaﬁ, wouldn't you rather see a spar-
row than a starling? a starling eats anything andeverything, znd has no
natural enenies. Iln lots of just a few,they are natural clowns,but in clouds
of black, they zre totally dirty and uninteresting, except to watch their
wheeling in the sky.'Tis estimated that we have i2 million starlings in our
country now--froea 70, 100 years ago. frighteningi (ne other nice thing is
noted=—=bzck in 1974 we had a epidemic of encephalitis that did great dame
age to our pheasint pomulation, ''hen 2 years later hunters were given an Ck
to shoot hen vheasants, You wonderful people flooded the Depart of naiural
lesource=y/ild Fowl Uepart. and the permission to kill hens was withdrawn,



Jo it is a pleasure to tell you who do not live where you can see, hen phea
sants numberins 26 are escorted safely for their sleep by 6 cocks, 'in the
self=same area that pheasants used,=- until 5 years ggol he boys nudge
the gzirls on up and into bushes, then the boys pa%fol tﬁé‘qrounda until the
rirls are well hidden, and the territory free froﬁ predatorg, ‘then the cock
flap up into the bushes and hide themselves., Not the firsi birds up at daw:
chickadees usually are- the cock pheasant hits the ground first and there |
looks over the territory for safty reasons, (,l,,one by one the girle hop
éown and off the.harem goes in search of food, to return for sleep, at dusk
Through out the day one -heara the-ram'.lia.r "arking'=sas Lheir call is. calle
f=wn every point of the compass, and it is good to have them back again!

* * %
also in 1974 parents were urgéd‘té give theixr children natural honey inste:
of sugare How, such unpasturized honey is kmow fo harbour botulism and is
suspect in the mystery of Crib Death, One can.only suppose that parents try
to please their palettes when preparing food for the off-spring, without
knowing that children's taste buds are not developed until later in life,
If the child lives long enough, pablem will taste good again,as tastebuds
deteriorate in old ape, along with one's nose, eyes. joints ete,
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This year The Norman Bird=-.i Flyer, is 'i0 years o0ld. Looking back in the fi
one sees that most of the things we worried about are coming under control.
cept the use of pelts from animals--they seem to be coming back in favour,
you remember Liberace? 'he saccharine piano player? iie has a new cape that
him back 4300,000,00, and took the lives of enough blue foxes to cover the
boy and trail him by 16 feet, wWith brocade lining, the cape weights 100 1b:

¥* % M
Just to 1ési your knowledge of The Sanct——do you know where there are 3 ful!
grown holly trees? ind where are two bushes of same specie? he trees are «
Blue irail and the bushes are in the circled land near ileeville.(Now that

season for holly is over we tell you! You know that with permission, and wit

clippers, you can,in moderation, clipl Soon, armed with the same, we'll all

out after pussv-willows!
A K W

For 1980, remember--if you see someone without a emile, give him one of yow



