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The Samayed Quarterly

Samoyed people

The Samovyed Quarterly
Talks with
Danny and Chris Middleton
UTCKSILVER

Houston, Texas

This dnlertidens fvas conducted at
the home f:le'l.Dﬂ.'f?q:]' aricd Chray Midefle-
ton n August 2002 by Sandra

Miller,

Howi L.lu_g By your been o B
brrewdd 2 )

Chris: It will be 30 vears in
Octaber. We will be married 30
vears in October. We got our
first Samoyed two. days after we
got married.

Hlow did you et started n dogs?

Danny: 1 always had dogs
as o kid.

Chris: I did, ton. Not show
dogs. just pets. Right before we
got married, he brought home a
book about Samoveds and said,
“This 15 the kind of dog we are
going to ger.” It was not what |
had 1 mung, but we went to a
pet shop and plaved with one, |
loved their personality and dis-

position. We got back from our
wedding in New Orleans,
logked in the paper and bought
a Samoyed at IEI:}l:Tf':I at night. €
Danny: We honeymooned
in New Orleans. When we
came back here, we didnt even
spend the night before we had a
dog: Ir was like our wedding

present.

Whal made you decrde ta sfom
asnel breed?

Danny: We got into obedi-
ence first,

Chris: We met conforma-
tion people.  Then we got inter-
ested in showing in conforma-
aon.

Danny: The Winslows
helped us along quite a bit, tow.
They don't live very far from
here. We brought ol Samoyed
pver to their house for them to
see.

Chris: They told us tha if
we seriously wanted to show,
we should consider her as a pet
and show her in obedience. But
oet another one to start with in
conformation, 8o we did,

How did you decide on this
!rf."t'r'n!l.'”

Chris:  Because they were
pretty, and had great tempera-
ments. They are very people-
arnented,

Danny: Yes. Especially
after we went and saw the one at
the pet shop.

Chris: We could not afford
the ane at the pet shop,

Danny: They were stun-
mng, just to look at them.,

Flow died vou find your first sheou
dog? D

Danny: Through the
Winslows.
Chris: But he did not work

her forst fwo chamfuons: Ch, Lynthea's Yellow Rose of Texas (Lynthea s J.C. x Ch. Mischevious of Lynthea), bredd by Fim and Mavion Ocborn,
whelped February 1976, and Ch. St Croiv's Miss HAP on vight (Ch. 8t Croixs Batu Khan O'Sam O Fhan x Tsartar s Silver Kim Tuppenee),
bred by Florence and Vivian Weatson, whelped Janwary 1976, My was our foundation bitch,
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Danny: Then we got our
from Connie and
son, but she did

not work out, either,
Chris: Connie sent us to
Jim Osborn and we got Rosie,
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ked out. son. W
Chris: They were our first  from Rosie
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Danny: Net very many.
All of our litters were two or
three Ipuppics‘. Our biggest liter
was $ix puppies,

Chris: No, we do not breed
alot. In 30 years; we've had ten
or eleven litters. We are defi-
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nitely not supplying the world
with prppics!

Do you have one that stands ol
as yanr best litter?

Chris: We bred the top-win-
ning Samoyed of all tme, Ch.
Quicksilver's Razz Ma Tazz, 1

guess we would have to consider
that as our best litter. He was
one of just two puppies; he had
a sister. He had a son that was
really good, wo, He was a Best
in Show winner and a multple
Group winner. He was Ch.

Ch, Quicksituer's Red Baron, grandsire of Ch, Quicksilver s Rizz Ma Tz,
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Kolinka Quicksilver Jazzman,
He was bred by Eugene and

Jovee Curtis. We did not cam-

paign him: [ showed him
mysell, By that time, we got
busy with our kids and they
took over the scene.  After you




Ch. Quickalver’s Rz Ma Tazz (Ch. Rolimka's Qutlted Beer- Ch

campaign a dog, you are unde-
cided whether you réally want
to do it again. It was fun and
we learned a lotabour dogs: but
it was a lot of money and travel-
ing. It was a lot of work.

We had a handler, but I
went to all the shows, I
groomed him for every show. It
was about 100 shows a vear for

The -S:f:nrg}-r';f O_Er’!.l’fﬁ'.lf:r

two years. Now they are doing
maore thin that. People hirve
handlers and they fiy around
with one dog. We basically
went on the arcut that our han-
dler; Roy Murray, went an with
all of his class dogs,

.[):J.:I‘.It'l.}'.’. The one thing that
people did not understand about
Tazz is. that we went 1o the

shows and we never picked the
judges. We just went where our
handler went, because we could
not aflord w do anything differ-
ent. If the judge was good or
bad, we just had o take them,
Now they fly around every-
where and pick the judges who
are good for their dog.

Hazel Arneld, a fricnd of
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. Quicksilver’s Luecky Starr), eo-otened soith Engene and fovee Curtis.

ours, intraduced us w Roy Mur-
ray. In my first conversation
with him, I said, *I want to
make him the number one
Working dog.” He said, “Oh,
sure.” A vear and a half later,
he was the number one Waork-
g dog, and number two all
breeds. Irwas fun. It was sone-
thing that we can remember and



weasure the rest of our lives, [
would probably never do it
again!

Chris: Tazz was cam-
paigned in 1983 and 1984, He
had 54 all breed Bests in Show;
202 Group placements, of which
141 were first place: 232 Bests of
Breed: Bests of Breed at the
Sumr.r_vcd Club of America in

1983 and 1984: number one
Working dog, all systems, 1983
and 1084: number one
Samoyed, 1983 and 1984 num-
ber twa dog, all breeds for 1983,
and number three dog of all
breeds for 1984, He was also a
Ouaker Dats award winner,
Working Group, 1983 and
1984. A pretty good record!
We did not have a handler who
was H\L[IL‘ around looking for
certain juclges.

Docs ane of vourr dogs stand ol
a8 your bt Ts il tharacer ¥

" Chris; Right now, it is eur
yvoungest one, Ruby, She has
the most interesting tempera
ment. She's very busy and ms-
chievous. She is the most pessis
tent dog I've ever had when it
comes o getting whiat she wants.

The -Sr;'.'n’l':"l'('rJl %’rﬂi«'ﬂf‘r

Yershe is d!ac- one of the casiest
dogs to train that I've ever had.
She'll do anything for-a cookie
and some praise. She's a really
fun dog to live with. She
reminds me a lot of our Tazz; he
was a fun dog, too. Everything
he did, he did with grear gusto,
He acted like a puppy unul the
day he died.

Danny: Rosie was preity
neat, personality-wise.  She was
a real talker, and had something
to say about everything. Tazz
was one of the most fun dogs, as
far as playing ball. Afer the
shows, [ would throw the ball in
the fields. He would play ball
vmtil he dropped.

We would take our first
dog, Cher. to the beach. She
would get out into the water
cight or ten feet deep chasing
fish and Hm}' out there for hours,

How have you sised inbrecding,
lintreeding, and oitterasstng?

Chuis: I dolinebr ccdl*m and
outcrossing. [ do not do any
father-daughter, maother-son or
brother-sister breedings, The
closest I have ever done is half
brother/half-sister, My favorite

has been aunt/nephew, or uncle-
niece, those aré the ones that
have worked out the best.
When I outcross, [ like o go out
for what | need to somebody
who has linebred for it, but that
does not-always exist. You just
have 1o do the best you can do,
Bue [ feel  is very important to
linebreed in order to get consis-
tent dogs.

D o fhink thet vou Jerwe extal-
lithed @ r!rlfr}‘rn.r.'-faafm fiie?  What
do you feel others are looking for when
.f.-’u_"'r thank of your fe?

Chris: I do not feel like 1
am there vet. But that 35 what 1
am workmg towards. It is hard.
Tazz was our fourth generation,
He was a dog that had it all
together. Then you have to go
from there. It is really hard o
get it all back mt'm]]cr again. [
think that our mu.p have a cer-
tain look. Iam stmving for it all.
I want a sound dog. [ wanta
dog that is also pretty.

Dmrn. And one that will
show well.

If you feed to rate hipe, lempera-
mend and soundness, what order
awould you fprut them m?

Chris: Soundness first.

Danny: 1 disagree with that.
Il the dog does not have a good
temperament. if it bites people, it
150U,

Chris: [ agree with that, but
thank goodness, that 15 rare in
Samoyeds. 1 am talking about a
dog like our Harley, that is soft
and not a good show dog. | had
o keep him; I needed him stric-
wirally. So in this case 1 had o
rate structure over a showy tem-
perament,

Danny: You have to be able
to live with the dog first,

Chris: I have a tough time
with the ald type versus sound
ness argument, Lype includes
not just head and coat, but also
soundness and good soructure, |

can live with different types of

heads and coats. | cannot lve
with straight shoulders, short
legs, long backs and weak mowve-
ment.

Danny: It has to look like a
Samoyed. 1 couldn’t handle a
dog that moves béautifully and
looks more like a white German
Shepherd than a-Samoyed. You
have to try to keep it all in bal

Three generations of BIS Wamers: Ch, Kolinka's Quilted Bear, bred and owned by Eugene and Joyee Curtis; Ch. Quicksilver's Raax Ma T,
and Ch. Kofinka Cuickalver Jarzman, co-swned with and bred by Eugene and Jovee Curdis, af the 1984. National Specralty,
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Ch. Quickitlver’s Pretty In Pink (Ch. Kolinke Quickstloer Jeroman x Polar Mist Quickitlver Lif).

ance,

Huow many dogs do you keep
o ? )

Chris: 'We have four. Our
goal is 1o get to two,

Danny: We have one that is
fourteen and a half. She might
live to be twenty, She's doing so
well and 15 so spry for her age,

Chris: 1 would really like 1o
be down to two, but realistically
that i5 probably impossible.
Three maybe. The most we
ever had was seven. That was
way over my sanity limit, since

all of our dogs live in the house
with us.

How did you come up with your
keained nggme?

Danny: It was a musical
group called Quicksilver's Mes-
senger Service, We just used
Quicksilver.

Chris: He came up with
that, but it goes well with the
breed.

Dur you have any theme_for nen-
g your fitters?

Chris: Not usually. T might
do a certain litter.  Like Harley

15 for the Harley Davidson
motoreycles and his' brother is
Easy Rider, which 1s another
Harley Davidson motoreycle,
His son is Q}Jickﬁiivcr's Night
Train, which is also a Haric}'
Davadson motoreycle, Usually,
I just let the person [ place a dog
with name the dog.

Descrle your intevpretation of the
idead Sarmoyed.

Chris: You want the proper
eve shape and the smile. I do
nat have that in every one of my
dogs. but I love that, 1 think
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that 15 classic. The standelfish
coat, Tazz had that kind of coat.
A lot of our dogs did in the past,
But since then. we have gotten
some longer coats and 1 do not
like the longer hair. Of course,
one that moves like a Samoyed
should move, clean coming and
going and a good sidegait. One
that shows good. That is my
ideal Samoyed. Ears not too big
. we have some problems with
that.
Danny: But not those: little
bitty ears; [ do not like that, We
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L,

Ch. Stlvercreek s Prddin O'Sitken (Che Lynthea's J.C. x Great Sithen s Midnight Magac), bred by Cliris Higley,

.

do not like that droopy coat. have so much hair that 1t hides  many pomss would you asign to the  many pomnts [ would assign to
Chris: 1 like 1o be able to  their leg length and their neck. head? the head, When you look at the
see their body some. Some dogs On a podnt scale of 100; how Chris: I'm not sure how breed as a whole, you see quite
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a few different types of heads,
One of the most important
things to me is the almond cye
shape and the wrn- up of the cor-
ners of the mouth to form the
“Sammy smile.” I can handle a

little longer muzzle and ears if

those two traits are present. Ifa
dog shows really well and is
very alert; it can make the most

The' Semiyed Ouarterly

of its head. A good example for
us was our Jazz, FHe was not as
retty in the head as his father
I'azz, but he was so showy and

alert that he made the most of

his head. The judges would
always comment on [azz being
pretty, but quitca hh judges
said that Jazz was handsome.
He had a wonderful body, two.

A short back, good neck, just
strong and sturdy-looking. 1
cannot judge a dog on head
alone. When you are building
your ling you have to keep dﬂL‘-
for structure and movement
traits and be willing to give a lit
tle on the head. A good exam-
ple for us was our “Puddin,”
Ch. Silvercreek’s Puddin

Polar Mrst Quicksilver Lil, bred by Lynette Hansen,
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O’Sitkin, who we bought from
Chris Higley. She was Taze's
grandmother. She was not a
pretey girl in the head, but she
had beautiful movement, great
arch of neck, which [ sull have
in most of mv dogs teday. She
also had a great temperament
and showed really well. She
contributed a great deal o my
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Ch. Ouicksiloer s Harley Davulson (Ch, Promuse's Stheer Vaguern x Ch, Quckailver’s Pretiy In Pink),

line.

Has it been your experience that
coad has beem very important o win-
ming i the ring?

Danny: You have to have
it. Tt does not have to be any-
thing spectacular, but you can-
not win big with a naked dog. It
depends on how far you want 1o
win, If you are just talking
about putting a championship

on a dog, you can do that with-
out a great coat.  Dut past that,
your dog has to have a decemt
amount of good. standoffish
coat. That 15 why it 15 50 hard
to special a bitch, because they
lose their coat so often.

Chriz: It is hard to cam-
paign them, becanse they do not
stay in full coat very long.

Danny: That was one thing

about our dogs, they were the
kind of males that vou could
show all year long, because even
if they lost coat, they had
enough toget by with.

hris: When they would

have outer coat, but nat a lot of

undereoat, you could flufl it up

and it would look all right.

With the bitches, 15 harder.
What abaut pigment?
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Chris: We have had some
problems with weak pigment,
mostly lip breaks, Thart is
another reason that I kept this
younger bitch, Ruby, because
her pigment was so good.

Dranmy: Her skin is black.

Chris: Both of her puppies
had very good pigment. Black
all over very early. I was
thrilled. Iwould not place a dog



as a pet for a lip break alone if
the dog wag good quality in
maost areas. It is not that impor-
tant to me. In the standard it
says ‘preferred.’” It is not a
dreadiul thing.

What are some of the mast sertous
problems fn the freed tocay?

Danny: The hips have got-
ten better since we have gotten
into dogs. When we [irst got
into Samoyeds, many of the dys-
Flas‘i.:{i CASCE WECTE S0 SCVCIC Llli!l
many dogs could not live com-
fortable lives as pets. Now
when you get dysplasia it is usu-
ally mild, and they ean still
make good pets,

Chris: It is the samte old
problems as far as structural

roblems go. Suaight shoulders,
ronts that are not clean. My

The Surnayee Quarierly

problem with my line has been
close rears; When I look for a
dog to breed to, T have a hard
time finding one to get more
wicdth in the rear. Itis probably
not that bad of a fault after- all
these vears of hating it. Many
dogs that move close stll move
strong. Rears that are oo wide
¢an be weak.

Danny: As far as I know, [
don’t think there are many seri-
ous health problems that are
very prevalent in our breed,

Do yau think that the standard i
a good ane? {f mot, whet would you
like ta see changed?

Chris: Our standard is very
good. You can read our stan-
dard and picrure exactly what a
Samoved should look like:. It
covers movement and type very

well. The only thing I would
change is I would love to see
bitches raised in height. T would
like 2022 inches and instead of
19-21 inches. 1 thunk that 1s
what Siberans are,

Danny: That is one thing
that has helped us; most of our
bitches are toward the top of the
standard, We have never had
to worry about size.

Chris: 1 believe that il vou
have your females® too small,
you cannot get vour males at the
top of the standard. To me, the
ideal Samoyed is at the top of
the standard. If you want to go
o and compete in the Working
group, vou cannot have this lic
tle dog out there. It has to look
like it belongs in the Working
group, The same with a bitch,

Time in the Mgy conintry,
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But the whole batte with the
bitch is the bigger they ger, the
doggmer they get, It is tough to
keep them feminine and at the
top of the standard,

Overall, do you think that judg-
fingr 15 fr?

" Chris: Mo, oo often it is far

mate political than it should be.

Danny;: I think a lot of peo-
ple expect too much from
judges. We know our breed. |
cannot go out there and know
100 other breeds in the same
detail that I know mine. That
would be absolutely impossible.
They just wing it. Every now
and then, you will find a judge
whe has a feel for a good quality
dog of any breed. They sull do
noet know all the ins and outs of
the breed, because they are
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Ch. Holiday s Quickstlver Tewel, "Rudy, " co-owned and co-bred with Garey and Cookie Huyden
(Ch. Winter Frost Gyrfalam x Ch. Quicksifver s Holiday Glitz, co-otmed with Garey and Cookie Hayiten).

wrapped up in the féw breeds  that in the same detail that they Daoes  advertising  tnfluence Chris: We played the game
that they have been with. They know their own breeds. Juclees with him. If we would have
are trying to learn about all Chris: There is no denving, Danny: Yes, we advertised  owner-handled him, we would
these others and they cannot do 1t is a very political game. with Tazz. have done well because he was a
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good dog. But we would have
never done what we did with
him, without the handler and
the advertsing. There is no
way. That s just the way the
game is played, Sometimes you
are going to have the beuer dog
and you are going to lose to
someone who has-a handler. [t
doesn’t bother me anyvmore. 1
accept it; [ know the game. |
know what I have on the end of
my lead, and know when [
deserve to win and when [
deserve not to win.

Danny: If vou really have
an outstanding dog, 1 do not
care who you dre competing
against. you will do vour share
of winmng, We did. [ did not
even know how to show a dog
and I was showing Taze, 1 took
Best in Show an him, Group 1s
and the whole thing. He was
Justa good dog,

Chris: There are so many
judges who are not good and
should not be out there. When
I see one of those, I mark it
down and keep a list. I just will

The Samoyed Quarterly

not @mve some judges an entry.
They are so out there playing
games, putting up people instead
of dogs. In a lot of cases, some
af them know a pood dog and
they ave sull playing games,
putting up people instead,

Danny: Let's just assume
that hall the judges-are preuy
honest, but they do not know
the in-depths of the breed. so
they put up the people who have
been winning and advertising,
s0 they cannot make a mistake.
They won't go out on a limb
and pick a dog they like, just
because they like it. They are
afraid to be wrong because they
do nmot know enough about the
breed.

Chris: As far as educating
the judges, they are doing so
muek better,

Danny: Yes: they are doing
a greart job. '

Chris: They are having o
go through a ot more 1o get
breeds than they ever have
before. 1 leel like a lot of judges
know more than back when we

Summer 2003

first got started. It was probably
a lietle more political back then
than it is now. Although, some
af them are stll out there
Danny: Some of the old

judges cannot see the dogs.

They get mixed up in the nng,
Some of the judges need to
understand that it s time to
retire,

Chris: The AKC is doing a
lot to improve it. There are
some really good judges out
there and 1 appreciate them.

W you rather show under an
all breed judge or a breeder-pudge?

Chris: Definitely an all
breed.
Danny: Some breeder-

Judges-have too many hang-ups,

Chris: Plus, so many of
them are my friends, I do no
want that o come between us.
It was a thrill when we were
showing Tazz and we were wor
ried whether the Wards were
going to like im. When they
did, we were very proud
because they were so knowl-
edgeable and so important in

L 1]

our breed. It is a nice compli-
ment when a breederjudge does
like your dog.

I have only judged a few
times; [ have done a National
Sweepstakes. | do not care who
15 on the end of the lead, I do
nat care if [ ever get another
judging ‘assigament, either. 1 go
out there and I know my breed
and I am going to put up what |
think is right.

Have you eper handled for otfer
freah fe?

Chris: I have taken a
friend's dog in, but not for
Money. -

How rf'rfa:.'c?!: trazim 'l’rrrlr'JfJf'r'.n andd aif
what aze?

Chns: [ start training them
the minute I possibly can, The
two litde puppies that I just had,
at five or six weeks they knew
what *cookie” and “stand pret-
ty" meant. | probably start too
early. ‘At about four or five
weeks, [ put a lead on them and
try to ger them to lollow me
arcund. I have a great dog
show ring in the tennis court!




At about four or five months, Tl
start taking them (o training
classes so they can get used w
other dogs,

Dy you believe i obedience frain-
me?

Chris: [ think it 15 fun, If a
dog has any kind of tempera
ment problem, 1t is the bese
thing you can do for a dog.
However, if you have a dog that
vou think is going to be a really
great speaal, Ido not think that
vou ‘should obedience train
them. You should not take one
thing out of that dog. 1 know
the obedience training has
changed a lot since we've been
in it. Food and praise are used a
lot more. Back when we were
active in obedience, yvou had to
give very harsh corrections.
That always took a hitde some:-
thing our of the dog. 1 would
not take a chance if I thought 1
had a good special.

You do not think that training i
fiecessary o winning i conformaiton?

Chris: Not obedience train-
mg. It could probably hurt you.

The Sumoved Quarterly

You want that dog moving out
in front of you.

Danny: Obedience training
will take a little bit of the spark
out-of a really good dog.

Chris: [ think that it 15 a
waonderful thing to do with a
dog that is not going to be cam-
paigned or shown as a special.
It 15 Jot of fun, 1 would love o
do the agility,

Danny; On a dog you are
going o campaign, You cannot
really correct him too harshly.

Chris: We ry w get every:
thing out of the dog with praise
and food. They have to think
that life 15 a bow! of cherries out
there. We want a Samoyed
with its ears and tail up. It s
not one of those breeds that you
can hand stack and put 1t wgeth-
er. They have to be happy. We
want the Samoyed smile.

Danny: One of the worst
things in the world s o go o a
dog show and the dog will not
lock at you. His tail 15 down,
his ears are down, What do
vou do? You try to hand stack

and they won't. We have tried.
I would never do it again.

Chris: We have not had
many of those.

Danny: But we have had
our moments where a bitch was
in season and it was disastrous if
vou're showing a male.

How imtellgent world you say
this dreed & comprared to others?

Danny: There is a wide
spectrum.  We have had some
dumb dogs. We have also had
some really smart ones. We
have never had another breed,
s0 I do not know how smart
other breeds are.

hris: From things that 1
have read, they fall somewhere
m the middle:

Danny: They are smart
enough for us. The smarter
they are, the harder it is to live
with them, . ' We have had some
prewy low 1) dogs that basically
would do anything in the world
that you tell them to do. The
smarter ones do what they want
to do.

Chns: The smarter ones are
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more independent. The
smartest dog is not always the
best dog in obedience.

Danny: Tt is not the best
show dog either. They just do
their own thing,

Do you believe that a breed
shonld do what 1 was bred for?

Chris: I think it 15 impor-
tant to mamntain that. At one
time there was talk that the
Samoyed should go i the Non-
Sporung group, That would
crush my heart. A Samoyed
should be a sound, athleuc dog
that 15 2 multi-purpose Working
dog.

Danny: It was a people dog
first.

Chris: They can do just
about anvthing, '

Danny: You can use them
for hunting and sledding. Just
about anything,

Have you done any activities with
yiur dogs?

Chris: In the beginning, we
did some tracking. That was a
lot of fun. And we did obedi-
cnce. | have not done agility or



herding.  Lily herds us on our
hikes.

Danny: She is fourteen and
a half, and she leads the pack on
the hike,

Chris: She poes up and
back and she ties to keep us all
together, The instincts are
there.

How tratnable do you Hhink: Hhes
breed i compared to otfers?

Chris; T would say medium,
In obedience. you are not going
o see that many Samoyeds tak-
mg Highin T rial. They learn
the exercise very qmckl} but
when it comes down to doing it
very precision-like. they get
bored with it.. They are not
going to do 100 sits, so they sit
just right. They learn really
quickly; they are prety smart,
Maybe # little better than mid-
dle. You can do wefl with them.
But you are not going to beat
the Poodles, the Shelties and the
Border Collies that ofien:

Have your breedigs been natural
or confrofled?

Chris: In the beginning,
almost always natural. This last
one, | did a surgical Al and a ¢
section.. We had not had a litter
in eight years and T wanted all
the czrmni.:c.w. I could w have her
conceive and have all the pups
SUrvive.

Danny: We have lost so
many puppies from the bitch
having three puppics and the
last one is dead. From now on,
the bitch will have a e-section.

Can you remember-any whelping
Hheet you sal-tn on Ml was imleresting,
strange or sad?

Chris: Our very best one
was Lily. She waz a joy. She
opped those puppies out every
Eitecn minwes. She took care of
them and was the best mom,

Danny: Ruby was good,
o, Ruby got her puppies so
far, they could not walk. She
fed them 24 hours a day. She
had so much milk before she
had the puppies, she was walk-
ing around leaking milk,

Chris: [ have never had a
bitch do that before.- She had so
much milk.

Danny: We finally had w
tape up a couple of her nipples,

Chris: [ had to. They were
gaining weight so fast. They
were gaining four ounces a day.

D you wean the pipies yourself

o et the biteh do it ?

hris: I facilitate it gradual-
ly by decreasing the dam'’s food
and increasing the solid food for
the puppies over a three-week

ar do
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period. usually from five to cight
weeks.

Have you ever had o -.'.'f?j.?.":'?.’!.f'ﬂ!
Joed?

Chris: Yes; litle ones: One
of our lingrs, we had a litle bitry
one .. we lost him. We have
probably had every problem
imaginable,

Do you fave any sel rules as to
how young a biteh should be bred or
Jrirze rq’r.f_ aned froww ey litters ifie
showld haze?

Chris: [ wonld not want o
breed them' before two and a
half 1o three years, and 1 rarely
breed a hitch more than once.

Danny: We sometimes wait
longer,

Chris: We probably wait
too long. Somenmes four years,

At what age do you evaluate
fuppiies for petdshow quality and
what do you loak for?

Danny: Trust me, she is
evaluating them from the day
they are born.  She spends hours
with the puppies. By the time
they start walking, she knows

everything about them.

shrist 1 will place a pet at
nine weeks, The ones that you
think are good, [ dunk you need
tosit on them undl eleven or
twelve weeks.

Do you sell pet pups with
ipa Vmenler apre menis !

Chris: Yes, I do. That is-a
great thing that the AKC added,
allowing the breeder to put
restrictions on the papers, They
can show in obedience. But if
they bred the dog on their own,
they could not get AKC pape

Some grmrf friends oi ours
sold & puppy to a guy who acted
like he wanted it for a per. It
turned out he had a pet farm. Tt

just broke their hearts. You
have to be careful. Some people
could really fool you. That is

one reason that [ do not like o
breed o much. 1 really worry
about where they go and T want
someone who 15 going to love
them for the rest U-% thewr lives, |
love the person who calls and
says, I had a Samoved [or thir

Tz going BIS.
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teen vears and it died. I wane
another one.” 1 just want to give
them one. That is great. They
know what they-are getting into.

Danny: Some other breed-
ers get caught up on how many
champions they can produce.
We probably could have fin-
ished more dogs than we have.
We like to keep the best one and
Just concentrate on finding good,
loving homes for the others.

Chris: The most important
thing to me is finding them a
good home where someone is
going 1o love them for the vest of
their lives.

Danny: Finishing a dog, fin-

ishing twenty do Liz;\ Big deal!
Chris: We don't care. T just
want a great one.  You need to

keep the one you need to go on
with to keep working on your
line to wry to improve things,
The rest, just find them good
homes.

What do you foed your dogs?

Chris: 1 have changed a lot
om that over the years, [like to




stick with a dog food from a big
company. [ use lams, because |
feel that it will be miore consis:
tent. I have tried some that
have all these wonderful ingredi-
ents in it, made by smaller com-
panies, | have had problems
like diarrhea. One time, this
puppy did not grow on one for
a whole month. It seéared me. '1
do believe in-giving a good
multi-vitamin with minerals
because it says on the bag to
feed your dog so many cups per
day. If vou did that, vour dog
would be so overweight it would
be ridiculous. So you have to
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Teex,

question whether they are get-
ting the ameunt of vitamins and
minerals they need if you have
to decrease the amount of food
so much to keep them ina prop-
er-weight,

Herew do you conlition your dogs?

Chris: By walking and run
ning with them for a couple of
miles a day,

D you heve any_favonile grosm-
ing products?

Chns: Back when we were
showing Tazz, Sandy Tremont
wis a professional handler who
showed Toy breeds and she
used dishwashing liquid for

shampoo., Safeway's White
Magic dishwashing liquid ...
they do not make it anymore,
So 1 use Dove or whatever 1 can
find that 15 white. I dilute it half-
and-hall. 1 swear by it. It is bet-
ter than any deg shampoo that
vou could éver buy. It ¢leans
the coat really well and gers it
whiter than any purple or blue
shampoo could. It makes it
shine, you can see the silver tips.
Plus. it does not make it wo soft,

Do you fhave any special fennel
.'-:'f-zq.'i?

Chris: We have a dog room
attached to the house, and we
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have two runs off it. ' We hardly
ever use the funs unless we have
puppies. The four dogs I have
now have the run of the house,
They can go out in the runs to
relieve themselves if we're not
here. I have an elevated b in
the room where [ can bathe
them.. I always leave the groom-
ing table up,

What adiice would yow gve fo
breeders who are fust stariing out?

Chris: Talk 1o :::\:p'cricncfd
breeders. Sit with them at dog
shows and leam everything you
can. Talk and ask questions of
as many different breeders-as



vou can so that you get different
opinions, Study The Complete
Samoved written by the Wards.
It is by far the best book to learn
abowt the Samoved.

Danny: We were very
L'H::?i.‘l' when we first started; we
picked the brains of every breed-
er we could,

Chris: We really tried to
learn-evervihing we could about
the breed.

Danny: Our phone bill was
like $200 a month with all the

dog talk.
Chrisz: 1 would go to
National after Natonal, Some-

times go and do not show so
you can just look at dogs and
stuely their pedigrees.

Do you think it &5 a good idex to
Join a local breed club?

Chris: Absolutely.

Danny: We started ours,

Chris;  That was a big
instrument in us learning a lot,
We got all the existing people
together and started the
Samoyed Club of Houston, All
the original members are older
now, 5o when the novices come
im; they sur us around and get
us going again, It is really good.

Do you wse w compuiter for any of
your dogey aclivities?

Chris: [ don't, but 1 should
learn. I rely on Danny too
much. If I need something, [
just ask him to look it up for me.
I have learned to get the entry
for a show the day alter it closes.
I don’t use email; | sull rely on
phone calls,

Ave there any other staries you
waseled fike fo share ?

Dianny: The best thing that
somebody can do who is sart-
ing o breed dogs is 1o alk to the
breeders. Drive them nuts: call
and make a pest out of vourself,
That s what we did!

Chris: We learned so much
from so many people. Jim and
Marion QOQsborn in California
WETE aur main mentors,

Danny: But there are so
many others who helped us
along and shared their knowl-
cdge, the Winslows, the Peils,
the Richardsons, Betty Cham-
betlin, Chris Higléy, the Krauss-
es, the Hodges, the Dendingers,
andl Phoebe Helms and Tommy
Mayfield, who we dearly miss,

Hmw fmr:c;' Fatee you Il i this
focartton?

Danny: 24 vears,

Chris: We moved here
when | was pregnant with my
first daughter, so [ can always
remember that because of her

The Sumoyed Quarterly

wichiifver Silvertipy Pin-up (Ch. Quicksilier's Harléy Davidson x
Ch. Holwlay's Quickaloer Jevel), awned by Nelda and .. Dendinger.

age.
Where did you amave from?
Chris: We hved in anether
house in Houston, Before that,
we lived in an apartment when
we: first got married, with two
Samovyeds.

Danny: We lived about
three blocks from Archie and
Ann Peil. We did not even
know them until we moved mto
their neighborhood and found
out that they had the same kind
of dogs we did, We got 1o
know them real well, We
maoved into this neighborhaod
on the same day and with the
same mover; they bought a
house out here, too,

Chris: We both bought
houses out here at the same
time, because we both wanted
bigger vards for our dogs.

Danny: They sall live here,
oo,
Where are you from originally?
Chris: New Orleans, |
went to school here in Texas
and ended up staying here.

Darmy: [ was born here.

Hoy did you meet?

Chris: We hived in the same
ﬂp'ﬂi'[mcﬂl 'C.Ompif.".‘{

Danny: In a singles com-
plex

things have you dane for a feing?

Bestdes the degs, what other

Chris: We don't do the
dogs for a living, we would be
starving! It is stnictly a hobby,

Danny: Anvone who tried
to make money lrom dogs
would have wo be msane.

Chris: am a physical ther
apist. Danny has had several
businesses over the years, but is
now in real estate. Hobby-wise,
tennis has been our big thing
ather than the dogs.

Danny: Thar is really what
slowed down our dog showing.
Our daughtérs got involved in
tennis, (%nc of our daughters,
Laurie, went to Colorado State
on-a tennis-scholarship. Our
voungest daughrer, Melissa,
turned professional when she
was fifteen, She just recently
gave it up and searted school at
the University of Texas, She is
twenty now, We got involved
with the kids and their activities,
and that took the place of the
dogs:. Now that [?u: kids are
gone, I don't know if we will get
back mnto dogs big time or not,

Chris: T will never be out of
dogs. T will g0 to my grave with
a couple of Samoyeds. T just
love living with them.

How wonld you J-c?' the dogs
have affected your festyle

Chris: They dominate it!

Danny: Everything you do.
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All the clothes you buy, the fug-
niture vou buy, the carpet you
buy, the house vou buy. Also
the motor home you buy. We
even bought a second home in
Caolorade for the summers
which had to have a big vard for
the dogs and be at a high ala-
tude so the dogs can be cool.

Chris: They dominate our
lives: they're a big part of our
lives,

Heas i been worth 2

Chris: Oh, yes. T would be
mserable without dogs.

Danny: I would never go
hiking by mysell, But bringing
four dogs with me is absolute
joy.

Chris: They are so happy,
there is no way you could not be
happy.

Danny: They are interest-
mg to watch up there; chasing
the squirrels, mice and bugs,
They don't miss a thing,

Chris: They like to hunt,
They hunt all day long.

Danny: Next time we go up
there, T want to try sledding. |
think that would be a lot of fun;
maybe a lot of work.

Have there been any drawbacks
fo Fraving dogs?

Chris: When you want to
go somewhere without the dogs,
it s really hard to find a dogsit-
ter. We have had different peo-
ple over the years,

Danny: We have never
kenneled them. We pay some-
one o come to the house and
watch the dogs.

Chris: Then it is the sheer
numbers, Like traveling in the
motar home or going on a hike,
it would be better il we had two
or three. The more you have
the more complicated it is.

Danny: This summer in
Colorado, we had aight.  Archie
and Ann brought their four dogs
and we had our four dogs.

Chris: It was really amazing
because they all got along, We
were hiking and we have a pri-
vate trail that we go on; we
don't like o go.on the popular
ones because we like to let them
off lead. We told Ann and
Archie, “This 1s our private trail,
we never se¢ anybody.” After
the first two minutes we are out
there, here comes a biker. He
says, “Do vou think you have
enough dogs there?”

Danny: I am looking for-
ward to doing that again next
SUMInCr.

Thenk Fou 5o el

Thank you, *




